1 <A.880C.

NR@23 AT PLAIN

9:01 PM NYIEL 3-2=-76 HLE

TOz DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
EL PASO (44-9520)
MEMPHIS (44-1987)

FROM:s ATLANTA (44-2386) (P)

A&

19 1) gy e sl
Dep.-A.D.-Adm.__.
Dep.-A.D.-Inv ‘

Asst. Dir.:

Admin.
Comp. Syst IS
Ext. Affe yu's —
File \/,\f i_
Ger-Iny. ¢
Tdente Ju -t 0
Inspection .
Intell.
Laboratory .
Plan. & Eval
Spee. Inv. _
Training _.

Legal Coun. |
Telephone Rem. .., |
Director Sec’y

MURKIN,

RE ‘8T WITELy PEBS 274 13784

ON MARCH 2, 1976, LEE CARROLL GODFREY WAS RECONTACTED AND

ADVISED HE DID NOT KNOW A RALPH SETZER OR A RALPH SELTZER AND

DID NOT TOM. LEE GODFREY

MENTION EITHER NAME TO HIS BROTHER,

TRAVELED TO ATLANTA ON WEEKEND OF FEB, 28, 1976, AND TALKED

TO HIS BROTHER, ARNOLD RAY GODFREY. ARNOLD GODFREY RELATED
HE DID NOT KNOW A RALPH SMITH AND WHEN LEE DESCRIBED THE
INDIVIDUAL HE KNEW AS RALPH SMITH, ARNOLD SAID HE THOUGHT

THE MAN*S NAME WAS JIM SMITH, HE DID NOT KNOW SMITH'S CURRENT

WHEREABOUTS., ARNOLD SAID HE KNEW LEON AND CLAUDE POWELL

ON SIGHT BUT DID NOT ASSOCIATE WITH EITHER ONE, HE DESCRIBED

THEM AS DRUNKS., LEE SAID POWELL IS AND HAS ALWAYS BEEN AFRAID
OF THE LAW WHICH IS THE REASON WHY HE IS NOT COOPERATING WITH

THE FBI, LEE SAID. ARNOLD DENiED ANY XNOWLEDGE OF_THE ALLEGEDﬁ,

ﬁ‘?b’ ﬁ

./z’yug

END PAGE ONE

11

7 MAR 1976

P

8 4 MAR 1 7 1978
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PAGE TWO, AT 44-2386
CONTRACT FOR MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. OR ANYTHING RELATED TO THE
BUREAU'S INVESTIGATION,

LEE CARROLL GODFREY SAID THAT WHILE INCARCERATED IN
REIDSVILLE, GA., PENITENTIARY, DATE UNRECALLED, MARTIN LUTHER
KING, JR., WAS ARRESTED FOR PARTICIPATING IN A DEMONSTRATION
AND WAS PLACED IN A CELL ADJACENT TO GODFREY, LEE SAID HE
TALKED TO KING FOR TWO DAYS PRIOR TO HIS RELEASE.

ATTEMPTS TO LOCATE CLAUDE POWELL, JR. ON MARCH 2, 1976, WERE
NEGATIVE,

ATLANTA AT ATLANTA. WILL ATTEMPT TO LOCATE AND INTERVIEW
CLAUDE POWELL, JR. AT HIS RESIDENCE.

END.

CMB FBIHQ ACK TKS

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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o,

" 070 (Rev. 3-2872) ‘ .
©  OPTIONAL FORM NO, 10 4 5010106

MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27

"UNITED STATES GO\?ERNMENT

Memorandum

: A-ssistant Attorney General

.

Dire ctor, FBI

“Reference is made to _;;;;;;'memorandum 'datled‘.' - .
(yourﬁle SR : ) Ce e e

There is enclosed one ¢opy. of the report of Specral Agent i
- " dated AR “ . at

: A [j Thls covéﬁé % -ehmmary mvestrgatmn and no further act1on concermng
a full mvestrgatlon w111 be taken by thls Bureau unless the Department 80, drrects
B." E The mvestrgatron is continumg and you wrll be furmshed copres of
reports as they are recewed A sl
C r_j The mvestrgatron requested by you has now been co‘mpleted Unless P
adv1sed to the contrary no further:i 1nqu1r1es will be made.by this Bureau. A e

_ D D Pursuant to 1nstruct10ns issued by the Department no mvestrgatlon w111
‘be conducted in this matter unless specrfrcally directed by the Department

E [:] Please adv1se whether you des1re any further 1nvest1gat10n

F {1 This is" submltted for your mformatlon and you wrll be advrsed of further ,
developments : o

v G. [] This is submltted for your information and no further investigation wrll
. be conducted unless specrfrcally requested by the Department :

. O "‘hrs covers the recerpt of a complaint and no further actlon w1ll be
taken by thls Bureau unless the Department so directs. ) ; -

‘Enc '
NOTE: meanhmes (] aﬂt. m letype
| .mt/a/ve,uuustmrmmm Aﬁ‘m ! T.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



a4 AT,
FD-¥6 (Rev. 5-22-64)

FoB
Date: 3/3/176

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

AIRTEL

(Priority)

. /) DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
\ Wl | 84
FROE’E:{/’I‘%J"T,‘;SAC, EL PASO (44-920) (P)

j o

CMURKTIN

Enclosed for the Bureau are two copies of an FD-302
reflecting display of photographs to CLAUDE POWELL, JR., at
Midland, Texas. Enclosed for Atlanta: and Memphis is one copy

™

each of the above FD-302.

Bureau (Enc¥® 2)

Atlanta (44-2386) (Enc. 1)
Memphis (44-1987) (Enc. 1)
El Paso

:mg

Approved:

GPO : 1970 O - 402-735

Special Agent in Charge

84 MAR1 7 1978
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" &0.302 NEV.11:27-70) ' ‘ : ; .

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

3/3/76

Date of transcription

The following photographs were displayed to CLAUDE
POWELL, JR., who was located at his place of employment where
he was working as a carpenter:

1. TRAVIS MERLE PHILLIPS, Odessa Police Department
(OPD), Number 7174.

2. BILLY GENE SHAFPER, OPD Number 16569
3. OPD Number 19806
4. BOBBY JOE SMITH

5. Composite photograph bearing Bureau File
Number 44~38861, Atlanta File 44-2386.

After viewing the above,photographs, POWELL stated
he would be unable to identify any one of these as being
the individual who approached him and his brother, LEON
POWELL, at Pete's Bar in Atlanta, Georgia, with the propo-
sition of murdering MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., POWELL again

stated that he would be unable to recognize the individual
should he ever meet him again.

2/26/76 H%ﬁland, Texas §§4}4~920

Interviewed on

SA FRANZ W. NENZEL:mg 3/1/76

by Date dictated

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and isfloaned t6"your agency;

it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT" . : C
 Memorandum ‘W

P ¥ ‘Assistant Attorney denera'l b‘ DATE: M‘ M' Do
ctvnmmmwm S A mmma.‘mm

Lt D:rector, FBI

Sy ’, q g o o ‘7 -

¢ %70 (Rev, EBTD) 8 , AR h { - e
OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 . 5010-106
MAY 1962 EDITION it . .

! SUBJECT: mmmmn Ol‘

[

Reference is made to __ _ memorandum dated
(your file ‘ — ) ‘

1

. There is enclosed one copy of the report of Spemal Agent ;
dated ' NN SE— ‘ ,

A [j Th b\"férs the prehmmary 1nvestrgat1on and no further aEtlon cermng '
a full 1nvest1gatlon wrll be taken\ by thls Bureau unle 88 the Department so d1rects

B I:l The mvestrgatron 1s contmumg and you w1ll be furnrshed coples of
reports as they are, rece1ved : . X om0

C r_‘l The mvestlgatlon requested by you has now been completed Unless
adv1sed to the contrary no further mqulrles w111 be made by this Bureau ’

v D. [:] Pursuant to 1nstruct10ns 1ssued by the Department no mvestlgatmn w1ll
be conducted in this matter unle ss specrfrcally d1rected by the Department

‘ :":: E (. Please adv1se whether you desire any further mvestlgatlon

s F [] This is submltted for your mformatlon and you will be advised of further :
developments : ' :

G. [] This is submltted for your mformatmn and no further mvestlgatlon w111 ‘
~ be conducted unless spec1flcally requested by the Department ' \ s

H. [j Th1s covers the recelpt of 8 complamt and no further actlon w1llbe L
taken by this Bureau unless the Department so directs. e 5 o

Attached are ¢o dmh e 5 3 ‘
m%.m;wmgj",“ - Wmmﬂﬂ /ﬂ AN

U Alge atteelhed mmyesn FD-303 ummnem mu. Ir. on
mmcaamm,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Recording,

PPN R - PV L ' - Exemining’ . \, A ' ,
""’ e "“‘" OPTONAL FORMNO, 10 ) : Csme-ies i . i — S
T MAY 1962 2OV o P Eh o " o . i T - 3
G3A GEN. RMO; NO. 27 ™ : . ;! } -

ﬁ UNITED STA I‘E@"GOVERNMENT

Assoc.

}: ‘-ﬁgr. J. B. Adams " ep Q} ‘
. . - ro Do WQ' MOO‘I.'e Jr. X Dep. A
Memomndum ke D Womeem, e . 5 ";i_,.f

Admlv‘.

- (Attn:- H. N. Helterhoff) com¥%ym.

Ext: Affairs ..

" A. Mr. T W. Leav1tt \% ' ‘ DATE 3/2/76 SES [y Files & Com __ii,
a 1 - Mr. T. W. Leavitt ' '

ngﬂg A 1= Mr. J. G. Deegan
J- G. D¢88?n' VA 1~ Mr. J. D. Powell

* “"“sumscr - "NEWSDAY" ARTICLE CONCERNING ey
| INVADERS AND DR, MARTIN LUTHER _
o) RING, JR., DATED | X 1, 1976

The_B%;pgge is to obtaln _8pprov al for. letter to the
Attorney General advising him of the results of a review of FBI
files in response to a "Newsday" article which infers that

‘bécause of FBI-and: “Memphis, Tennessee, ‘Police Department # \
- Infiltration of BLlack youth group called” the _Inyaders,_ the FBR
- . was responsIbIe for Dr. Martin Luther King S assa531nat10n.

S The: 2/1/76 issue of "Newsda ay" has an artlcle captio
\"FBI Tied To King's Return to Memphis" by Les Payne. This
article alleges that the FBI through informants and the Memphls,
Tennessee, Police Department through an undercover officer:. =

infiltrated a Memphis black youth group called the Invaders. Th

TInvaders were particularly militant. On March 28, 1968, there
was a march in Memphis led by Dr. Martin Luther Klng, Jr., Ain -

- support of striking Memphis sanitation workers. Serious v101en0‘
erupted during this march. . Dr. King and his a33001ates i
considered this violence a threat to Dr. King's reputation’ for /o
leading nonv1olent demonstrations. This fact was instrumental . in |
‘Dr. King's return to Memphls in Aprll 1968 » |
-was assa331nated. = 7

A review of our flles at FBIHQ ?emphls

determined that we had five informants pro
nvaders; but.none of them were in a leader,
nvolved in plamning, inciting or partl, v

O iny otie of‘these 1nformants was ever a member cf ‘the
"‘Invaders._x.~ ol . N —

M@-daverege of the/,

o - The Memphls Police. Department d1d heve an undercoverl
' officer who was @ member of the Invaders, but there is no -
“" 'i{ndication that he was involved in the violence assec1atgﬂ,w1th

“ﬂ,-the Invaderso TS ﬂi““”*ﬁw_F : :

R TT Enclosures\__ S,e,,j 3-8 “‘7 (a
% 1s7-g460
_,,‘557‘wp&k1'? %’1ek),A

e ~ CONTINUED - OVER L7

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



‘-Memnrandum to Mr. T. W LeaV1tt.a;ﬁ~

Re.u,"Newsday" Article Concerning .

' Invaders and Dr. Martin Luther .
T - King, Jr., Dated February 1, 1976
j,j157-8460 _;_ ‘ , Ty

RN

i Attadhed'letter prov1des details regarding the e
x‘above to the Attorney General for hlS 1nformatlon.'~ e

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



4 Assoc. Dir.
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESHGATION ‘ Dep.-A.D-Adm.._.
csm,ﬁﬁzuwsa.ﬂmc:% SECTION AR
Admin.

Comp. Syst.

Ext. /k"" g
Fllé ,,'¥
Gen. ¢ ey

o L " | : Tdent @i = iy
9:36 PM NITEL MARCH 3, 1976 LAP Ay it
f ) Intell.
. ) [l Z [ { { Laboratory
TO s IRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) el A P;n%k e
A . Spec. Inv.
EL PASO (44-92%) [ 8 Training _ »
{0y Legal Coun. _____

i3 . ! Telephone Rm. __ |
MEMPHIS (44-1987) Director See'y __ |

FROM: ATLANTA (44-2386) (P)
MURKIN.

REATNITEL, MARCH 2, 1976.

ON MARCH 3, 1976, JACKIE POWELL, CANBY LANE, DECATUR,
GA., WAS CONTACTED AND ADVISED HER HUSBAND, CLAUDE POWELL,
JR., IS RESIDING AT THAT RESIDENCE, HOWEVER HE IS NOT AT
HOME AT PRESENT TIME. CLAUDE POWELL DOES NOT THINK HE WILL
RETURN TO MIDLAND, TEX., AREA. CLAUDE POWELL HAS OBTAINED A
JOB IN THE ATLANTA. GA., AREA, HOWEVER, SHE DOES NOT KNOW
WHERE HE IS WORKING., JACKIE POWELL ADVISED SHE WOULD HAVE
HER HUSBAND CONTACT THE FBI UPON HIS RETURN OR EARLY IN THE
MORNING OF MARCH 4, 1976,

ATLANTA, AT ATLANTA, WILL LOCATE AND INTERVIEW CLAUDE POWELL,
JR.

END

HOLD FOR TWO MORE

84 MAR 1 7 1978
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NRZ16 AT PLAIN
7¢47 P¥ NITEL 3-4-76 HLF
TO %

DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987)

FROM

SAC, ATLANTA (44-2386) (P)
MURKIN,

RE AT NITEL, MARCH 3, 1976.

ON INSTANT DATE, CLAUDE POWELL, JR. HAS NOT CONTACTED
THE ATLANTA OFFICE OF THE FBI AS HIS WIFE INDICATED HE WOULD
ON MARCH 3, 1976, ATTEMPTS TO LOCATE EITHER CLAUDE POWELL
OR JACKIE POWELL AT CANDY LANE, DECATUR, GA., ON THIS DATE
WERE NEGATIVE., MESSAGES WERE LEFT AT THE RESIDENCES.

IT IS TO BE NOTED THAT THE POWELL RESIDENCE ON CANDY
LANE DOES NOT HAVE A TELEPHONE.

ATLANTA AT ATLANTA. WILL CONTINUE EFFQRTS TO LOCATE
AND INTERVIEW CLAUDE POWELL, JR., 3
END . %6‘61
PLS HOLC 57V@“” f;é“

8 4 MAR 1 7 1976

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

Assoc. Dir. __—
Dep.-A.D-Adm._
Dep.-A.D.-Inv.

I‘x' § & Gom,/ =t
GerIaest
Ident.
Inspection _
Intell
Faboratoryd il
Plan. & Eval.
Spec. Inv.

| Training ———
! Legal Coun.
{ Telephone Rm. .

{ Director Sec’y —_
| W
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. Assoc. Dir,
Dep.-A.D.-Adm. .
Dep.-A.D.-Inv.
Asst. Dir.:
K asanaas o Admin. __
COMMUNICATIORD SELIIUN Comp. Syst. ____
NR@13 SL PLAIN Siniiil ol
MAD n = 1070 Fil.. & C(K!‘ e
g:22 PM NITE)Y 3/5/7€6 KCP WMAR Q5 1J/T - Gen, Inv. é >

[dent.

in SN -\'tion

TO . DIRECPOR (44-38861) TENETYPE fnsvetion — _

; Laboratory
ATLANTA  (44-2386) i s
v " Spec. Inv.
i a . {4 Craining
MEMPHIS (A44=1987) )7k st
4 i Tele h
FROM ST. LOUIS (44-775) (RUC) %HQQT252$;:
ire

MURKIN
RE ATLANTA NITEL TO BUREAU FEBRUARY 26, 1976, BUTELCALL TO

&T. LOUIS, MARCH 1, 19763 ST. LOUIS TEL TO BU, MARCH 2, 1976. NXQQ

REVIEW MARCH 5, 1976, RECORDS MAINTAINED VETERAN'S ADMINI-
STRATION RECORDS PROCESSING CENTER (VARPC), ST. LOUIS, MO.,
INDICATED LEON POWELL, SERIAL NUMBER 14 478 523, SSAN 260 4§
4181, FILED VA CLAIM JUNE 17, 1958, UNDER NUMBER G119 8846195
FOR OUTPATIENT DENTAL TREATMENT, ATLANTA, GA. CLAIM DENIED
JULY 23, 1959, DUE TO APPLICATION NOT FILED PRIOR TO ONE YEAR
OF SEPARATION FROM ACTIVE MILITARY SERVICE,

VA CLAIM FILED OCTOBER 14, 1969, UNDER SSAN 260 46 4181, WAS
MADE BY VARPC AS A REQUEST TO NATIONAL PERSONNEL RECORDS CENTER
(MILITARY BRANCH), ST. LOUIS, MO., FOR SERVICE NUMBER VERIFICA-
TION OF POWELL. NO OTHER VA C@FEW§FWERE LOCATED IN THE RECORDS.

MEDICAL RECORDS CONTAINED NO ADDITIONAL INFORMATION IN ™
————

oA s

REFERENCE TO PSYCHIATRIC COMPLAINTS.
7 MAR 11 1976

HIS DPOB SHRWN AS APRIL 27, 19354, TACCOA, GEORGIA,
END ;k<}n

IIRRII R NG

¢ { &4 /
- YA
- Al 7 :
\ Q\ { /A

o : |/

8 4 MAR 1 7 1976
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Assoc. Dir, _
Dep.-A.D.-Adm. .
Dep.-A.D.-Inv.___
Asst. Dir.:
Admin. ___
Comp. Syst.
Ext. Affairs .
Files & Co . 1
Gen. Inv. K
; y fdent..i'e. oL sipa
NREZ 1S5 AT PIEATH ; Inspection .
fntelly o
9319 PM NITEL &-5-76 HLFW , Laboratory
| Plan. & Eval. __
TQ:  DIRELTOR, FBI (44-38861) (722 e
\ I Praining e i
i { Legal Coun.
SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) | Telephone Rmy _
| Director Sec'y __

FROM-s. SAC, ATLANTA (44-2386) (P)
MURKIN,

RE AT NITEL, MARCH 4, 1976.

REPEATED ATTEMPTS TO CONTACT CLAUDE POWELL, JR.,

AT HIS ADDRESS CANDY LANE, DECATUR?, GA., MN THIS DATE
WERE NEGATIVE, MESSAGES WERE LEFT REPEATED TIMES AT
THAT RESIDENCE. THERE HAS BEEN NO PHONE CALL RECEIVED

BY THE ATLANTA OFFICE OF THE FBI FROM CLAUDE POWELL, JR.
ATLANTA, WILL MAKE EFFORTS TO LOCATE AND IHTERVIEW

CLAUDE POWELL, JR. MN MARCH 6, 1976,

7 MAR 11 1976

BOIANST oy

8 4 MAR 1 7 1976
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION-

MAR 0 8 1976

TELETYPE

TO: FIRECTQR, FBI (44-38861)

NRZ17 AT PLAIN

7:06 PM NITEL 3-8-78 HLF

SACS/ MEMPHIS (44-1987)

SAC, EL PASO (44-920)
FROM: SAC, ATLANTA (44-2386) (P)
MURKIN.

AT NITEL, MARCH 5, 1976.

MARCH 8, 1976, CLAUDE POWELL, JR. CONTACED AND
<D HE WAS UNSURE WHETHER OR NOT PETE DAVIS PRESENT

DURING INITIAL MEET ING AT BAR., HE ADVISED INCIDENT HAPPENED
QUITE A WHILE AGO AND UNABLE TO REMEMBER. OR BE POSITIVE IF
PRESENT , HOWEVER, THINKS DAVIS WAS PRESENT AND ALSO
THINKS THAT DAVIS OWNED BAR DURING MEETING. POWELL FURTHER
ADVISED THAT HIS BROTHER, LEON,/DLD HIM ABOUT INITIAL
CONTACT BETWEEN LEON POWELL AND RAY GODFREY IN REFERENCE
TO ACTUAL CONTACT ABOUT ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING.
HE LEARNED OF THIS INITIAL CONTACT FROM LEON SHORTLY AFTER
THE TIME THAT RALPH CAME AND APPROACHED BOTH HE AND LEON.
IN VIEW OF THE FACT THAT ALL INVEST IGAT ION HAS BEEN

CONDUCTED IN THE ATLANTA DIVISION, UTLANTA NOT.SENDING

Assoe. Dir.
Dep.-A.D.-Adm.._. §
Dep.-A.D.-Inv.___ §
Asst. Dir.: f
Admin. ______ == B
Comp. Syst. ____
Ext, 7A¥fairs —_ |
Filey’ & Cpm, == |
Gletl. ;an {
Ident{ .
Inspeection . §
Intelln: o 0 G g
Laboratory . §
Plan. & Eval. __
Spec. Inv. __
Teaining .. B
Legal Coun. ‘
Telephone Rm.,
Director Sec’y __

NI ST RS

DATLY NJITELS. ATLANTA WILL SUBMIT REPORT.

o N
LIND o

7 MAR 11 1976

PLS HOLD
a(b ﬂ‘c ’
A c,

I / :
84MAR1§19‘/6 >L/N il
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8

ATRTEL

To: SAC, Atlanta (44-2386) 3/16/76

From: Director, FBI (44-38861)
o WO i 1 - Mr. Helterhoff
MURKIN ;
\\‘*«» e R g

ReButelcal 3/12/76.

For your information, as you were advised in
reButelcal, Departmental Attorney Robert A. Murphy, Civil
Rights Division (CRD), U. S. Department of Justice,
advised that on 3/11/76, Arnold Ray Godfrey's Attorney,
Jack V. Dorsey, informed Murphy that Godfrey feels he told the
FBI everything, is innocent, and will not consent to any
further interview and will not consent to a polygraph
examination. Mr. Murphy told Godfrey's attorney that he
would review this matter to determine whether it should be
presented to a Federal Grand Jury (FGJ) and whether
Godfrey will be called before the FGJ.

Mr. Murphy stated he would further review this
matter to determine if there is any other logical
investigation to be conducted and would advise if a decision
is made to present this matter to an FGJ.

You will be advised of any pertinent developments

including any decision by the CRD relative to an FGJ. T
: (j’ s

HNH:bap (4)\ 5

\/ i

W
NOTE: This matter pertains to the assassination of Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr., on 4/4/68. Above referg to an allegation
by Leon and Claude Powell that they were introduced by
Godfrey to an unknown subject who offered them payment to
1hlovin K Rl p g S oo et

AssociDirai oot
Dep. AD Adm. f_
Dep. AD Inv. &' %] s D

Asst. Dir.: i ¥oee AL,

I e el Sy L :/m o’ 1
Comp. Syst. } S

Ext. Affairs

Filas.aicon . E}k'\"\%

Genilnv i in]

(dentetiatei i e
Inspection £
\ntell, __ « 47

S MR

Yec. Inv.

pining
pliCoun,

phone Rm. __ A

Bic s MAIL ROOM [¥ TELETYPE UNIT [_]
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FD-36 (Rev. 2-14-74)

»

3/5/176

Transmit the following in - -
(Type in plaintext or code)

AIRTEL

(Precedence)

‘wcmm FBI (44-38861)
, CINCINNATI (157-1893) (&
SUBJEC MURKIN

Re CI airtel and LHM to Bureau, 2/24/76.

Enclosed for the Bureau are six copies of an
LHM captioned "JAMES EARL RAY". Enclosed for Memphis
are two copies of the same LHM.

Information furnished in the enclosed LHM was
obtained from records at the U. S. Court of Appeals,
Sixth Circuit, Cincinnati, OGhilo, by SC LTNDAF. FERGUSON,

Cincinnati willmaintain close contact with the;#”f
Uii' S Courtiof Appeals in this matter. /

1 QSURE

2/ - Bureau (Fnc.—6ﬁy&

2 - Memphis (44-1987) (Enc.-2)
2 - Cincinnati

LFF/csf
(6)

._.‘u.’
REFIOU

) a”

Approved:

84 APRT 197

Special Agent in Charge
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In Reply, Please Refer to

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Cincinnati, Ohio

File No. March 5, 1976

&
<
< g
O ¥
=
iA—

72761910

RE: JAMES EARL RAY

On March 4, 1976, Betty Tibbles, Deputy Clerk,
U. S. Court of Appeals, Sixth Circuit, Cincinnati, Ohio,
advised an employee of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI)
that the following additional entries were recorded
on docket #75-1795:

March 3, 1976 Order denying the Community
Covernment Association leave
to intervene.

This doct
TeCciue:

the F

i'l_(

{40 andli T oot

distributed outside your agency

O\VTIQ,
L

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to Cincinnati, Ohio

File'No: March 5, 1976

RE: JAMES EARIL, RAY

On March 4, 1876, Betty Tibbles, Deputy Clerk,
U. 8. Court of Appeals, Sixth Circuit, Cincinnati, Ohio,
advised an employee of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI)
that the feollowing additional entries were recorded
on docket $#75-1795:

Mareh 3, 1976 Order denying the Community
Government Agsociation leave
to intervene.,

This docufient contains neither
recommendations noer coenelusions of
the ' FBL. It i sthe iproperty of

the FBI and is loaned to your agency:
it and its contents are not to be
distributed outside your agency

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Cincinnati, Ohio

In Reply, Please Refer to March 5 y 1976
File No.

RE: JAMES EARL RAY

On March 4, 1876, Betty Tibbles, Deputy Clark,
U. 8. Court of Appeals, Sixth Circuit, Cincinnati, Ohio,
advised an smployee of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (PBI)
that the following additional entries were recorded
on dockat $75-1785:

March 3, 1976 Order denving the Community
Government Asgsoclation leave
to intervene.

This doctiient contains neither
recommendations ner conclusions of
the FBI.  Tthisithe property of

the FBI and is loaned to your agency;
it and its contents are not to be

distributed outside your agency
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to ﬁiﬂ:’iiﬂ"k@i’i 4 Ohie

File No. Mareh 5, 1976

Ry JARER ERBL BAY

v gy P b es B RN S SHASEN 5

L ; Gn Maroh 4, 1274, Betiy Vibblas, Deputy Elarl

¥. €. Court of Appeals, S 4 neinnatl, Ohie,

o Sy 4 Appeals, Sixeh Civeult, Clacianatl, Ohie,

il ;a@;-ai gmplovas of tha Yedeval Barsau of Investigation (PEI)
khat the following additional entriss were racordsd , ; i
on docket §75~1785: ey

Mmwety g 2 ™ . .

Harel X, 1378 Order desving the Cosmunity
Govarosent Jssoviastion lsave
o Aintarveans,

Tnis docutuent coutalis ueitiel
recommendations nor conclusions of
the FBI. It is the property of

the FBI and is loaned to your agency;
it and its contents are not to be

distributed outside your agency
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FD-36 (Rev. 2-14-74)

Transmit the following in

¢

FBI

Date:

3/11/16

(Type in plaintext or code)

AIRTEL

FROM:

SUBJECT: MURKIN

Re AT nitel to

In view of the
returned to Atlanta, and
by the El Paso Division,

(éjF Bureau

- Atlanta (44-2386)
2 - Memphis (44-1987)
1l - E1 Paso

FWN: pmg
(7)

(Precedence)

DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

SAC, EL PASO (44-920) (RUC)

Bureau, 3/9/76.
fact that CLAUDE POWELL, JR. has
all investigation has been completed
this matter is being RUC'd. A
:/ .*/ ";31 s
Ao /

.///

4i (7
23 MAR-+6-1976

S TS IASRTRR

Approved:

ent in Charge

\ 4 Sp
84 APR7 1g7g
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OPTIONAL FORM NO, 10 7l
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT Assoc. Dir.

Dep. AD Adm. _
Dep. AD Inv. __

Memorandum £

Comp. Syst. __
Ext. Affairs

- Mr. Gallagh%ﬁbﬁ/ DATE: 3/16/76 Files & @

Gen. Inv.\
Idept.;

Mr Callahan Inspection

Mr. Adams g
Mr. Gallagher Lesl Cown. __
Mr f O lconnell Plnn‘&Evu]. 2
Mr. Peelman g

Mr. Helterhof frelephone Rm. _
Mr . Moore Director Sec'y
Mr. Leavitt , b

w‘%!; !
PURPOSE: . To advise of the status of the 1nvest1gat10n.Picently
T instituted to resolver an'allegation by Leon’ Owen
Powell and his brother, Claude Powell, Jr., that prior to the
assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., they were offered
payment to murder King.

;;,\ W

8 gl Y

e

SUBJECT *MURKIN

el

SYNOPSIS: This case pertains to the assassination of Dr. King
on 4/4/68 James Earl Ray pled guilty to this murder
and presently is in local confinement. You were advised in
previous memoranda that we are conducting an investigation 4 A
At the wecuest of the Civil Rights Divieion. (CRDY, W . ,/ i
Department of Justice, to resolve the Powell allegation. A8
Leon Owen Powell claims he and his brother, Claude,
while in Pete's Bar in Atlanta in November of 1967, were approached
by a mutual friend, Ray Godfrey, who asked the Powells if they
were interested in making $50,000. Godfrey stated he would
put them in contact with an individual who would pay them to
murder King. Approximately 1 week later, while at the same
bar, the Powells were approached by a Ralph Last Name Unknown
(LNU) who stated "I guess you know why I'm here." Ralph
displayed what he said was $25,000 and then said "If you
decide to take the job, there's $50,000 more when its completed.
Leon stated that Claude then replied they needed time to think
it over and Ralph stated "If your mind is not made up now, I
can't do business with you." Leon stated neither he nor his
brother were involved in King's murder. Leon also advised
that Ralph never actually said money being offered was to kill
King. Subsequently, however, Leon stated Ralph had only said
"25" and there would be "50" when King was buried. é;g g
~ £ et

| 44-38861 L
n & APR 6 1976

RS EERRSATARL  CErmr

HNH:bap (9) CONTINUED - OVER

8 4/ 7 1976
Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan

5010~-108
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Memorandum to Mr. Gallagherv
RE: MURKIN . ‘

Claude Powell,‘Jr.,_was lnterV1ewed and although
- he also said a meeting did ocgur, his account differs ‘from
. Leon's. . He states" meetlng ‘occurred- in about March of

: 1968 and furnlshed.other 1nformatlon which d;ffered from
Leon Se - o _

Leon stated Pete Davis, the bar owner, observed
. the meetlng. Claude also stated he thinks Davis was -
present at bar at time of alleged meeting. .Qur 1nvest1gatlon
showed that Pete Davis did not own the bar at time of
alleged meeting.

. féau polygraph examinations afforded to Leon ‘and
Claude P . Leon's examination was determined to be - .
: “1nconclur_ve“‘and Claude s was determined to be "truthtelllng."-“

. . . Godfrey 1nterv1ewed and denled any lnvolvement.
ﬂGodfrey recontacted as to whether he would take a polygraph
. examination and he-referred Agents to his attorney. CRD
! contacted his attorney and his attorney subsequently advised i
...~ CRD that Godfrey is 1nnocent however, w111 ‘not consent to any .
"‘further 1nterv1ew. ‘ ‘
. : Other exten51ve lnvestlgatlon did not develop e
‘“any information to substantiate this allegatloﬁ'and there ™
-_fls no: lndlcatlon lt is in anyway connected with Janes Earl TR SO

R CRD rev1ew1ng thlS matter to determlne 1f 1t should
be presented to a Federal Grand Jury (FGJ) :

'iRECOMMENDATION~’ ‘For rnformatlon.* We ‘will continue to . . ¢
. conduct -any additional logical 1nvest1gatlon o
'.requested by the CRD. You will be advised of any | : :
pertinent developments.. You w111 ‘be ‘advised if the
Department dec1des to present thls matter to a FGJ.’

CONTINUED - OVER

[

N"PRQVEO' . Comp. Syst. . Laboratory .
i "Bssoc. DiF _............ Ext. Affair Legal Coun. .o
. Dep. AD Adgny....,. e Gen.. hw é]&?)s Plan. & EValu....oom

s dent B ReC. MgMtuaucin
o lnspecﬁonm SPeC. HVuieurirammsion:
K ntell.. ; - - Fraining. asassusmamesnn:
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Memorandum to Mr. Gallagher EEE R
‘RE° MURKIN e

Lwd;DETAILS.‘ Thls case per,alns tQ.mhe assa331natldn of
o Dr. Martln Luther: Klng, Jr., on' 4/4/68,. James .

.. Barl Ray pled gullty to”thrs murder and. presentky 1s 1n

:‘f=telev1sion wh

ocal conflnement.

v : You werewadv1sed 1qnpr.V1ous memoranda that we

) are - conductlng an: 1nvest1gatron at the request of the Civil
leghts Division: (CRD), U,'S..Department of Justice, to. resolve

a’ recent- allegatlon.by Leon Qwen Powell and his brother,_‘ -
Claude Powelljy Jr., that prior to the assassination of P

ﬁ”Dr. Klng, they were offered payment to murder Klng. Sy

, VINITIAL INTERVIEW AND POLYGRAPH EXAMINATION OF . R
‘ QLEON OWEN POWELL' - on: 1/4/76, Leon Owen - Powell advrsed he

o recently observed a doeumentary on, .
, h dlsturbed.hls conscience, and felt he had
'Q?to furnlsh,th ollowing" 1nformat10n to the FBI:-“kn ;

‘ e T ~ an’ewen Powell clalms he and hlS brother,

fCIaude Powell, Jr., ‘while in Pete's Bar in'Atlanta, in

late October -‘early‘November, 1967, were approached by a -
tutual friend, Ray Godfrey, who asked the 'Powells if they were:
interested in maklng $50,000.: Godfrey stated he would put: them i
in contact with an 1ndlv1dual who would pay them to murder .
King. | The Powell brothérs expressed interest in the. contract e
Vto.murder Klng and the cenversatlon Was termlnated wrth Godfrey.‘

Approxlmately 1 week later, whlle at the ‘same bar,

jtfthe Powells were approached by an individual named Ralph -

\'?fset, 6'1l" to.-2", no accent, well-groomed, late 40s,

¢ :(last name unknowh) who Leon described as a white male; heavy
:ellaspoken, and descrlbed as a "lawyer type." . Ralph
approached : the Powell brothers, put his brlefcase on the
table ‘and sa;d,v"I guess you know why I'm here."  The: Powew
rothers.nodded in assent and Ralph opened his briefcase
fdisplaylng what he said was $25,000 and then said, "If you' .
jdeclde to take the job, there's $50,000 more when it's complet
Claude replied to Ralph that they needed time to think it over
at which time Ralph stated, "If your mind:is not made up now;
‘I can't do business with you." Leon stated that Ralph never:
_actually said the money being" offered to them was to kill: Klnq.‘ 2T
'Leon stated neither he nor hls brother were 1nvolved in the ,gﬂﬁwJ
'murder of Klng. : . . o s o !
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o Memorandum to Mr.: Gallagher
‘RE. MURKIN

' Leon Owen Powell also stated that the only other
1nd1vrduals aware of this meeting with Ralph (LNU)-
- were his fermer wife, Annie Lois Compos and Pete Davis, owner
.. of the bar. : He stated Compos had no first-hand knowledge .
and she is- aware of ‘the facts as he described them to her.
. Davis observed ‘Ralph /(LNU). enter and exit the bar but had
not entered into the conversatlon.;,The raas@n,he.belleves
. he and his brether were contacted. by Gogfrey is because hlS'
 brother, Claude, served 5 years for “"robbery and had a
’1reputatlon for belng antexpert Wi

: . Leon Owen,Powell ‘furnishe: 1nformatlon for: the
preparation of an. artrst s conceptlen of Ralph (LNU)

Leon Owen Powell Was afforded a p@lygraph‘examlnatlon
. on l/29/76. -During- pre-polygraph rnterv1ew, Leon Owen Powell
. .stated the meetlng occurred in the fall of 1967. He said after
the initial meet with, Godfrey, Ralph (LNU) approached them
“.in the bar a couple days" lateér. : Godfrey never mentioned the
- “amount of money to be .paid other than "big money." He adv1sed
‘. while ‘at the bar, someone stated King should be killed, and
Claude made-statement to the effect he would kill him for the
“right amount of money. ‘When questloned/durlng the polygraph. .’
about Ralph (LNU) saylng he had’ $25,000 'in the- brlefcase,,.u_ o
Powell stated Ralph had.only: Sald “25,? and there Would be’fﬂwA‘;
‘"50" when King was burled.«,‘ﬁw o , Rt
K - Durlng the- polygraph Powell appeared to ‘have
r:dlfflculty in breathlng, and stated he was very nervous
.. concerning the whole matter. The polygraph examlnatlon was
determlned to be “1nconclu81ve ‘ L

"' CONTINUED - OVER .
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Memorandum to Mr. Gallagher
‘RE' MURKIN ‘

_*;TIAL INTERVIEW AND POLYGRAPH EXAMINATION OF v
. CLAUDE POWELL,’ JR.. Claude Powell, Jr., was 1nterv1ewed on
_ © 1/8/76 ‘and :although he also claims a
payment offer was made to kill King, his account differs somewhat .
- from that of Leon Owen Powell. Claude Powell, [V}
stated that three or four weeks prlor to the murder of King, he:
~and his brother, Leon, were seated in a booth 'in Pete's Bar.
in Atlanta.‘ Ray Godfrey, a friend of Leon's, joined them in thelr
- booth and engaged in conversation with Leon. Claude paid no
partlcular attentlon to what. they were ‘talking about.\

. Godfrey then left the booth and approxlmately ten to
- flfteen minutes later, an unknown subject :(unsub), a white
'male, joined them in their booth. Claude descrlbed the unsub °
{does not remember a name) as a white male,’ 5'8",‘med1um build,
. 150 pounds, early 30s, well-dressed, calm and cold in manner
and very clean cut, a professional type, such as a lawyer,‘

‘ﬂ,hav1ng no accent. . The unsub placed an expensive- looking -

. briefcase on the table. . The unsub told them he wanted them
. to kill King and would pay $25,000 now and $25,000 when the
" job was done. .-The unsub then. opened his briefcase, which was

"~full of wrapped currency, some of which were in $100:

. denominations. Claude stated he was shocked, assumed it was
some sort of a joke and he ignored the unsub. The unsub then
. closed his briefcase and departed. Claude'Powell Jr., stated
- he would not recoegnize the. unsub and was unable to furnlsh

,1nformatlon for an-artist's conceptlon. . .

on - 1/19/76 Claude Powell Jr.,‘was afforded a
,LBureau polygraph examination at Mldland Texas. . The polygraph

. examiner concluded that Claude Powell's response to certain
questlons indicated he 1s,“truthtelllng“ in stating someone

. did, in fact, offer him and his brother: $50,000 to. kill :
/ Dr. King. Claude Powell's response to another guestion and h1s
- reactions follow1ng the answer 1nd1cate he has possible - -
- knowledge regardlng the unldentlfled persen who' made the paymen
: offer. ; g Coi

CONTINUED :';: OVER .
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:,j_Memorandum to Mr. Gallagher

REINEERVIEWS OF THE POWELLS RE”DIBCREPANCIES~ on 2/5/76, -

and on’ 2/10/76, Leon»Owen Powell,‘were relnterV1ewed re .
~e.dlscrepancles in their’ versions of this ‘alleged 1ncident.;f-
;. Leon now says. meetlng was" eflnltely in November, 1967.
~(Claude initially stated meet;ng was 3 ‘or 4 weeks prlor to
‘actual ‘King assassination which would’ put this meetlng

ﬁfﬁabout ‘March of 1968.)  Leon,stated he did not: ‘have any

© . to murder Kin
;. at Pete's Bar’ w

" contact with Godfrey . re assassination’ when Claude not pfesent.
4 '(Claude 'said he -later- learned.Godfrey made an initial ‘contact "
“with Leon: approx1matelg“l wee pxlen oathe unsubs' prop051tlon

| any prior: knowledge ef”?‘”

" Leon.) Leon states that "1s more c1aude s frlend thah‘a,t‘
~his.  (Claude says Godfrey hetter friend of Leon's.) R

~ Leon initially stated Pete 8 {8 &ace&se&),.the bar

yowner, observed Ralph (LWEI

'ald not own the bar
Leon now states he

s recalls the name of the

-,1t 1s stlll called Pete

5'INTERVIEWS OF. RELATIVES OF LEON OWEN POWELL AND S
CLAUDE POWELL, aR;., Annie Leis Compos, former w1fe of :
Leon Owen Powell, after some prompt ng,

e“wremembered an 1n01dent wherein Leon told her an -individual
" had contacted his brother and him regarding the murder of

King.  Leon told her that the man had a suitcase full of-m_ne

“ 'and wanted them to murder King. - She stated Leon was: very !

klntox1cated when relating the story to her. after the King :
assass;natlon.‘ She stated that numerous times Whlle Leon ’

Y was drunk, he would talk about varlous kllllngS and. klller

' CONTINUED

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

‘Claude Powell, Jr., j37”



: Memorandum to Mr. Gallagher
RE' MURKIN

S ¥~~1‘Jack1e Powell;,w1fe of Claude, adV1sed the only tlme
shelheard about. an incident involving'an offer of money to L
assassinate Klng was when her husband mentioned. it to her after
‘King had been asgassinated. Claude told her he had been =

offered a sum of money. to. assa551nate King but refused the |

. contract. ' She stated she has been married to Claude for 20
#years -and: the ‘whole story," in ‘her mind, is a fabrication by
her- husband »Claude, and his‘alcoholic. brother, Leon. ' She.’ _

: 'mstated she felt the Government was wasting its. tlmé and she CP
'-;,was sure the whole story 1s a fabrlcatlon.g SRR L
e e Other'relatlves‘advised Leon and Claude have a drlnklngj“-k"
’ ’j.problem.;‘o' : e R o 0
PETE'S BAR Leon.ste <1 Ehe meetlng oc urred a Pete s C

vl rwgﬁBar in Atlanta in late October --early November:

‘_}rof 1967p then stated the’ meeting occurred ‘in the Fall of 1967
~ . and finally stated the meeting deflnltely occurred at Pete s

L Bar in November: of 1967. AN Pt e ey Dol

: i sl ifClaude stated the meetlng occurred at Pete s Bar
L“w\3 or' 4 ‘weeks prior to the ‘actual’ assasslnatlon of King on:
'U4/4/68,thlCh would pu ‘he meetlng about March of 1968.¢

R SR Leon stated that Pete Dav1s, owner of the bar,p
f_‘observed Ralph (LNU): enter and exit the bar but had not .
A_,entered into the conversation. . Claude also stated that»he

“+thinks Davis was present durlng the. alleged meeting and als
‘fthlnks that Dav1s owned the. bar A T - :

R i Our 1nvestlgatlon de ermlned'that Pete Dav1s
' died of cancer in May of 1975 and was not associated. with y
i Pete s Bar at any of the tlmes the alleged meetlng QC'urred

e “" _ Investlgatlon determlned Pete 8 Bar was actually
. Bill Balley 8 Bar at the time of the alleged. meetlng. G
- Interviews of former employees of Bill Balley k=3 Bar reflected RN
. no. information to substantiate that the meeting ever occurred,__‘f”
"and no 1nformatlon developed to 1dent1fy Ralph?(LNU). g .

' CONTINUED - OVER =
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Memorandum to Mr. Gallagher
RE:. MURKIN »

INTERVIEWS AND POLYGRAPH EXAMINATION OF ARNOLD RAY GODFREY:.
‘Ray Godfrey has been fully identified as Arnold Ray Godfrey
and was interviewed on 1/13/76. . He advised that he did not .
. talk with either of the Powells re the assassination of King nor
. did he introduce anyone to:them re the assassination of Klng.
. He denled all knowledge of any assass1nat10n plot re King.:

kS When Godfrey was 1nterv1ewed oh 1/13/76 he agreed
L ta submlt to a polygraph. When he was contacted re the polygraph .
. on 1/16/76, however, Godfrey stated "I am innocent™ and then
advised he did not wish to take any polygraph examination and
. did not wish to talk to the FBI any further. ' He stated if the.
- FBI needs any further 1nformat10n, they. should contact hlS attorney.

w OTHER INVESTIGATION- Extens1ve addltlonal 1nvestlgatlon was -
’]_conaucted including interviews of other relatives, associates,
. ete., of Leon and Claude Powell's and of Godfrey s. No
: information was developed durlng this extensive 1nvestlgatlon
. to substantiate this. allegatlon and no.information was
- developed 1ndlcat1ng this allegatlon was in anyway connected
w1th James Earl Ray. ' , o ‘ ‘

B
;

CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION.f The results’of our 1nvest1gatlon
‘ AL have been closely coordlnated
»:w1th the ClVll nghts D1V131on.

a"'\ '

: On 2/27/76, Mr. Robert A. Murphy, Chlef, Crlmlnalvi"-
-y .Section, CRD, advised it appeared all logical 1nvest1gatlon“j,ﬁ”
- 'had been conducted and he would contact’ Godfrey's attorney .. .
. to determine if Godfrey would be made available for further * "
interview,. 1nc1ud1ng a polygraph examlnatlon, in an attemptLT'T‘d‘
. to further resolve this matter. .‘; 4

Co : " On 3/11/76, Mr. Murphy adv1sed that Godfrey s attorney ,
" informed him that Godfrey feels he told the FBI everythlng, is'
. innocent, and will not consent to any further interview and -
~'will not consent to a polygraph examination. Mr. Murphyg s
. told Godfrey's attorney that he would review this matter . ..
. to determine whether it should be presented to a Federal «
~Grand Jury and whether Godfrey w111 be called before the .

L Federal Grand Jury. L : PR P

Ce . Mr. Murphy stated he would further review: thls
-'matter to determine 'if there is any other 1og1ca1 investigation
. to be conducted and would advise if a. declslon 1s made to

‘ present this matter to a Federal Grand Jury..
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3/31/76
To: SAC, Memphis
From: Director, FBI (44-38861)
Subject: MURKIN

HAROLD WEISBERG V.

U. 8. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
UsDC, D. C,

CIVIL ACTION NO. 75-1996

Re telephone conversation from SA Parle Thomas
Blake of Legal Counsel to SA Joseph Hester of Memphis Field
Office 3/26/76.

Enclosed for Memphis is a copy of plaintiff's
original re§uest dated 4/15/75, copy of letter dated 12/1/75
to plaintiff's attorney from the Deputy Attorney Ceneral,
copy of letter dated 12/29/75 to the Deputy Attorney General
from plaintiff's attorney, and copy of letter dated 2/23/76
to SA Thomas L. Wiseman of FOIPA Section, Division 4, from
plaintiff's attorney.

On 3/23/76 plaintiff and his attorney reviewed at
4 FBIHQ material located through a search of Bufiles deemed
1 pertinent to plaintiff’s request. During the course of
{ reviewing this material, plaintiff strongly indicated his
i belief that he had not been shown all material in possession
dof the FBI falling within the scope of his request. Plaintiff
dwas advised that FBIHQ files were searched and that pertinent
Ainformation concerning an investigation is chamneled to
iWBIHQ., Plaintiff stated that he had "knowledge" of

AScac. Dir.j L. Encloaures E‘ Ot
' Dep. AD Adm. _ o ‘:\5

P AD:lnv.il i ’“Q\_Qu

Asst. Dir.:

.- 1 - gal Counsel

. Attn: Mr. Blake
Files 8 com. 1 = Mr, Gallagher

e : Attn: Mr., Helterhoff

... 1 - Mr. Cochran
Intell. Attn: Mr. Kil Yy /
Laboratory TI..W! dkb s % L

b o

Plaon. & Eval. (7) ‘,\v ; N
lephone| R, £ » [/ ¥ 569-920
ok Sy 11 | MATLROOM TELETYPE UNIT [ i Ay

! NVde]

A

REC8 Y 3786/
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Alrtel to Memphis
Re: Murkin
Harold Weisberg v.
U. 8. Department of Justice
usbc, B, C. »
Civil Action lNo. 75-1996 :

additional photographs, etc., that must be in the Field
Office files if they are not contained in FBIHQ files.

The referenced telephone call to Memphis indicated
the possibility that Memphis f£iles may contain some photo-~
graphs, ete., which were not forwarded to FBIHQ,

In order to insure that we have completely complied
with plaintiff's request, Memphis is requested to locate any
material in its possession not previously furnished to FBIRQ
which might be within the scope of plaintiff's request. The
results of this review must be furnished to FOIPA Seection,
Records Management Division, by April 12, 1976. Any questions
concerning this review may be resolved by contacting
SA Thomas L. Wiseman, FOIPA Section.

NOTE: See memo from Legal Counsel to Mr, Adams, captioned
as above, dated 3/25/76, which recommended that plaintiff be
advised FBI would voluntarily search its Memphis Field
Office in order to completely comply with his FOIA reqest.
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.Q‘JAMES H., LESAR .
¢ ATTORNEY AT LAW

#1231 FOURTH STREELT, S. V/.
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20024

: Tererione (_:::z) 484.0023
),pcr’,
Aprn.l '115 "1975..u.nm_

“The Deputgwhfthney Genetal
U..S. Department of, Justice.
Washlngton, D. C." 20531

Dtar slr- ‘

“aIOn behalf of Mr. Harold Welsberg I am’ requestlng dlsclosure
of the follow1ng lnformat;on 01 the assassxnatlon of Dr. Martln
Luther Klng,-{L' : Wi N

ashes‘or othcr c1garette remalns found in the whlte Mustang abanaone‘
in Atlanta after Dr. King's assa551natlon and all rcports made ln re—
.‘gard to sald c1gareLte remalns.;_ i SR e i s

g 7.w*A11 1nformat10n,5documpntq, or, rcports made aValrablo;~
fany auth01 or wrltcr, 1nclud1ng buL not lJFltLd to Clay Bla:r

Thlg rcqucst for dlSClO sure ié‘ﬁddc”ﬁndbi tﬁc f1ce¢oﬁ>Gf Infor-
SUU S. C. §552, as amcndcd by Pub]lb Law 93- 50 ‘88HStat;-
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: nr. Junes n. Lasar,,ﬁsqﬁira

71251 Fourth Street, . W,

""-l;_msmng:an, D.C. 20024

ff' “Bear &r‘ kasarx

e This !s ia furthef r&spansa ta the pen&ing aﬁministra~“
tive ap eal under the Freedom of Information Act filed by '
' you on behalf of your client, Mr. Harold Weisbery, from the

¢ denial by Director Clarence M. Kelley of the Federal Bursau

L of Investigation of Mr, Weisborg's requost for specific
- records and photographs relating tc thc assaszinatioa of
-«iDr,‘Martin Luther. xing, Jr. | R P AP e

Aﬁter’aurafnl consi&cration of this appesi I have

[A;widecidod to modify Director Xelley's action in this case and - .’
© . te grant sccess to every existing written document, phote-. -

. ’graph and sketch which I consider to be within the scope of

. My, Welsberg's requast.\ Minor exelsions have been made - v

* from the documents to delets purely internal mgency markings

" apd distribution notations, ss well as the nawes of Bureau

:“;persanutl. In my opinion, the matter so’ excise@ is not =

g ?y}‘appropriate f@r discratianary rolease, ..

-k “The results of all "ballistics tests“ iteﬁ’nuaberfi i
D of M. Welsberg's request], as performed on either the death

. ‘bullet or Mr. Ray's rifle, are included with the materials
- to be released,  "Spectrographic or neutron activation ansl

_‘[item number Z of the request] wers made only on the clothiag

"V??iwarn by Dr. King at the time of his death, = All oight page

“ pertaining to such tests'will be released.  The rosults o

}ﬂ{‘all vgeientific tests wmade on the dent in the windowsill
¢ -{item number 3 of the requast] are available for release to

¢ your client, including both written reports snd phbtagrapha
. of the window siil and ri¥le barrel. Al "photos r

ketches of any suspects ia the assassination" 11

55 cf :ho raquast} are to be release&.<

Federal Bureau of Investigation:
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sketches portray only Mr. Ray, as there never were any
.. other suspects in the case. It may be that the Depart-.

- " ment has no photographs "taken at the sceno of the crime’ :
- [item number 6 of the request], in the sense your client’
--uses the phrase. To the limited extent that we have
‘photographic and other materials that depict physical :
“conditions or events, they will be released to Mr. Weisberg.
-~ In the event that the non-photographic materials are of

fno interest to him, thay may'be raturned. T

e The Department of Justica never received any .
W“butts. ‘ashes or other cigarette remains' from the white -
- Mustang abandoned in Atlants," and for that reason did °
_ not perform any scientific. tests thereon [item number 2-
" of Mr, Welsberg's request]. A two page schedule of all
. evidence acquired from the Mustang is 1ncluded, without
. . charge, in the package to be released. Similarly, as to :
. .item number 7 of the request, no "information, documents, =
L0 Te gorts made available to any author or writer" can be . °
', 1dentified as such in our records, To avoid any misunder-
' standing, I wish te advise you that no release of any . ..
< materials relating to the death of Dr. King has been mada ,
. 'to" any person other than law enforcement or prosecutive ..
. . authorities, except for the. so-called "extradition papers”gs.'\
... .which were shown in 1970 toc Bernard Fensterwald, Jr., ol
,~‘;Bs uire, then the attorney for your client Mr. Weisberg,
: -which are in the public domain.  In 1971 these same
papers were made available to anotker person not named i
. item pumber 7, who may or may mot be a writer. 'In any.
- event, if Mr. Weisberg wishes access to the extraéition
' papers, his written request in that respect should be '
" addressed to the attention of the Freedom of Informatia
“ and Privacy Unit in my Office. Based on the foregoing .
.. " facts, 1 have concluded that there are no records uzthin
“the scope«of’either’1tem.number 4 oy item number 7 of .
‘Mr. Weisberg's request. There can, of course, be nc»,nf
. denmial of access where there is no record; there ¢
‘“W»;wno appaal uhere ﬁhere has baen no\denial of access

o e In adjudicating this appeal a8 to it
... of Mr. Weisberg's reguest for "results of any ' ‘ e
" i tests," I have not included as matters for cdﬁsiderationghg
" the results of a great number of ballistics tésts per~ . -
- formed on rifles other then the one owned bg Me. Ray.
If Mr, Weisberg wishes access to them, he shoyld mske a
specific written request to Director Kelley, attention f#g
. Special Agent Thomas Wiseman, agreeing to-'pay both’ the -
““[,costs of reproduction and the special. search fees which
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" have construed item aumber 6 so as not to encompass

: “”'”photographs, he should make a further request for them

' *w;§‘cqsts whiek will be 1n?°1VFd~avf‘“

o ,_*_,pago_.,”'ef material for which the charge is tem cents per
' fifteen black and white photographs at their r°pr°ductianyu!
. their reproduction cost of three dollsrs each, Please:

*?E}wton, D. C. 20837, attention Special Agent Wiseman,
:«;3p,cifying whether you wish the materisls mailed or held

2O wadving $8@ 00.in spacial search fees which could be

g ”will be necessary to locate and identify tha same, as
. . provided by 28 C.F.R. 16.9(b)(6). In addition, in an - .
- effort to save your client considerable expense, I L

- the'gseveral hundred photographs’ in Bureau files of Dr.
. King's clothes, the inside of the roonm rented by Mr. |
‘. Ray, or various items of furniture and personal property. .
. If Mr., Weisberg does, in fact, wish copies of these :

-and agree to pay the reproduction and speclal sonrch . igff{

Ybur client vill now be fhrnished sevanty'ane

"'page, the two-page schedule of evidence at no charge,:

j‘rf,:.‘.{:e»si: of forty ceants each and three color photographs at

 remit §22.10 to the F.B.I. headquarters office, WaShing"' 

5 \for you to pick up. -As & matter of my discretion, I am- ‘N. 7

charged for mon-clerical work in connection with this
;request and another one fer nany of the saue mamerials.

uBacausa of the nnminal axcitians of agency mark
”ings and the names of agents, I am required to advise you
"that if Nr. Welsberg is dissatisfied with my action . on
this appeal, judicial review thereof is aveilable to him
in the United States District Court for the judicial
distriet in which he resides, or in which he bhas his
principal place of busimess, or in the District of
,CQIumbia, which 1: also Whera tho rncords ha saeks ar -

© Mirold R, Tyler, dr. .
L;ﬁneputy Attorney Genara S
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'JAMES H. LE'.SAR

- ATTORNEY AT LAW - .
1231 FOURTH STREET, S. W.
. WASHINGTON, B, C. 20024

——

"' TELEPHONE (202) 4846023

4 Decembex 29, 1975 -

Deputy- Attorney General
:¢U. S. Department of‘Justlce

;leve the" appearance of good falth compllance w1th Mr. Harold Weis=-
. “berg's Aprll 15, 1975, request: for: the disclosure of certain records
‘upertalnlng to the ‘assassination of Dr, Martin Luther King,: Jr. Un—
fortunately, thlS 1s achleVed by rephraSLng Mr wwelsberg s request

o3 ’t e

;learly“sta es; Mr.twelsberg ’“all alllstlcs tests and reports,‘
‘not just those performed on: t_e mura bullet andgthe rlfle_placeq'

would 1nclude, for example, photographs taken of

- Whén I 5poke with Mr. ‘Volney Brown two or three months ago,‘he,‘.f
~;sald»that the Department would, ‘have no- objectlon to a procedure ‘which
would"allow Mr. Wi ‘sberg to examlne ‘these photographs flrst, then»q
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jfselect which ones, 1f any, he w1shes to have copled for h1m. This; o
o of course, w111 save everybody time and money.-v”, S R
: “. would appreclat‘ A

RN £ thi.
‘natlon,materlals ‘could be arrange . for .
convenient 'date. Mr. Wélsberg is" sufferlng from-a seriou

‘phlebitis’ and no longer travels to Washington as frequently‘vsnhe\dldiuﬂftifi

‘in the past ‘This is. why I phoned ‘Mr. Wiseman  on December: 22nd to.
sk if he could arrange for Mr. Weisberg to view. the® photographs of -
1e scene of the crime’ and . the excluded:'ballistic¢s materials on the s
fternoon of December 23rd when Mr. Weisberg was: ‘coming to D.C. for
“medical appoentment. ~Mr .. Wiseman -informed me, ‘however, ‘that the.

'BI agent responsible for assembling the King assassination documents}“f;ye’

had told him that it would not possible’'to reassemble' them in time
‘for Mr.: Welsberg s visit the olloWlng afternoon. Hopefully, Mr,.w

,Welsberg'5gexam1natlonwof the e materlals can be arrangedkto c01nc1def“gﬂ‘

1stlcs comparlsons Wthh the/FBI d1d
_noththstandlng Mr. Shea S letter :
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The alternatlve, of cours”;wlsrto proceed to take despos1tlons

. and testimony from these’ officxals and writers and let the district

court determlne +the matter. I think this is unnecessary, sinc¢e ‘the
‘fact that FBL materials were made . available. to writers and" -authors ,
..is incontestible. I’ note, for example; that “in his book The’ Strange"
. Case of James FEarl Ray,.Clay Blair, Jr. thanks the FBI for its
- agsistance. In raddition, Mr. Welsberg iy

: informs: me that some of the
‘writers listed in his information. request have copies: of such eVLdence’
"% 'as the autopsy’ photbgraphs which'have 'beéen denied James Earl Ray's . .
-g)defense and that they have"” flashed FBI reports ‘on the King assassina- =
“tion ‘in order to impress people.‘ Moreover, one of the writers :
‘mentioned in Mr. Weisberg’'s request has obtalned coples of the bank
records”of Rans sxster; Carol Pepper. . i : .

e ~In closingpﬁlst me‘apologlze {o] _the delay in’ respondlng to
xyour letter., T work entirely alone. .I have no secretary or law _
“clerk to assist me and must of necessity do my own typing" ‘and - filing.
J;Recently I have been very pressed for tlme and thls accounts for the
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t~e‘ reproduct or and spec1al sear ,
_e, photograp\ ic he had n fact quested.,
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