
.·l'.:: 

.• -:; ,,, . ., •. .. ... •• :~· .. "''' .. • i c.-' . . . ,t:v~: . ,.·,-. . - . .. , .. ,... . :,ti, ,.\.:; 
•~- :·· .•. t • •• 1 . I a1',1:to .-ad,tts~ you, that l·-- know -p _ .. ,._ two:· _.re~~-- o _/ -~fol;'lt1at _ ~'.>· .://'. i.!f'\-~t 
t _· tawsuitS' ,.W'ber~ well-known. m:tll.iona:.£r~~t ·have; not· beet{ ~~gecl ·-a/iC~t-:-;,Ii::~:ii.?;t _ _ -;,­

. ~,.;;;by :.t.rie,·ll~ai:':tment gfJiistice .• ft>r• .• -seaZ:ching',·for ith~.;;X:e~oi&t•~eguE!S,~~"' ·:<'. ?:;:t?\f.} 
~J::,y -them. ,; ~~,ts,_\_QontJ'as.ts :gl:ariri.g!y-·wi-tlh .. tj\e. tr~atm~n:t;.:.aooo:rded·tny -- •,- ii :;;· ·r{:)./ 
J·olient, who· ·e~tr:J .. ll >afford, ~h- fees, art'.i :ts., an ·affrt>!l-t to· the ·,_<;'-;;:: - -. · .. ' - . 

:t~~;~~i54Sr~~~!~~~s]~~'.:\::~~r'., 
;·~ !;-,.tant.s copiea.k- rather ::than _yo:ur·. fois.ti~g,,upon himf, s;ght )1I1seefa;· -: -- ::· :/ ; \-':· • :I ";~w~i~:::r;. 7~:~t;::a::~:~!)t:a:e~:;t:}:)~;:]tI:~iI, .. · .. }J 
::\f'fi~l ?~ ~.llowecl.::t.9• e~~in_e· th~. _p~ot<t<1~ap1?s' and rec,ort$s" w~ic;:ll :ije, k'.::':':;;-C::" - .. 
;\'has,· zequested "!'<:I believe, Mr:,.- We~sperg will· be able' e~q;Illl.ne th~'Se·:, c,\·.' ,tri\/tf 
?ti~=~~~c=~~!i~~~~c.~~~;~ft;ts;.j/' 

· '. '!\~; ., : , Sin:e,:~l:&r:: '. .. 
,~: .. -· ' ~ ~ 

·, ': ,.-: · Ji~ Lesa~ · · 
' ' 

t• .:. : ',",. 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



0-10 <Re~:airas.-12>··~ 
·.,) OPTIONAL fO-aM NO,. 10 
\ MAY 1962 l!DITION 

GSA GEN. HG. NO, 27 • 5010-106 • UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
TO : Assistant Attorney General 

a,n _llpt• Dltllt• 
DATE: Ma.roll ••• lift / 

Mtllt Mr, Ralat A. llllrphJ 
FROM : Director, FBI 

' . . ' . ' ·, ·. 

SUBJECT: ~TIO-OJ' 11.UtTDf LUflll& BIMG,, Ja. 

Reference is made to ·_· ---~- memorandum dated-~--------
(your file _________ ). 

There _is enclosed one copy of the report of Special Agent Tllomal l. Wllloa 
dated 1/11/U _ ... . at MJaala · . 

A. O This covers the preliminary investigation and no further action concerning 
. a full inv.estigation will be ta~en by this Bureau .unless the Department so directs. 

B. O Thednvestigation is contbming and you will be furnished copies of 
. reports as they are received. · 

C. □ The investigation. requested by you has now been completed. Unless 
. · advised to the contr.ary no further inquiries will be made by this Bureau. 

D. □ Pursuant to instructions issued by the Department, no investigation will 
be conducted in this .matter unless specifically directed by the Department. 

E. XJ Please advise wheth~r you desire any further investigation. 

F. D This is submitted for your :information and you will be advised of further 
developments/ 

G. D This is submitted for your information and no further investigation will 
be conducted unless specifically requested by the Department. · 

H. D This covers the receipt of a complaint and no further action ·will be 
taken by this Bureau unless the Department so directs. 

Enc. l 

ID·lCOff OIi P4GB I. • • 
44-38861 

HNH(f;! . _ 
FILE COPY 
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Assistant Attorney General 
Civil Rights Division 

NOTE: Reference is made to a conversation between 
Departmental Attorney Robert A. Murphy and 

Special Agent Hal N. Helterhoff on March 11, 1976, wherein 
Mr. Murphy advised that Godfrey%s attorney informed him that 
Godfrey will not be made available for any further interview. 
Mr. Murphy advised he would review this matter to determine 
if there is any other logical investigation to be conducted and 
would advise if a decision is made to present this matter to a 
federal grand jury. 
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1 - Mr. J. B. Adams 
1 - Mr. T. J. Jenkins 
1 - Mr. D. W. Moore 

Mr. T. W. Leavitt 3/25/76 
1 - Mr. R. J. Gallagher 

(Attn: J. S. Pee iman) 
J. G. Deegan 1 - Mr. J. A. Mintz 

I - Mr. T. W. Leavitt 
1 - Mr. J. G. Deegan 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. I - Mr. S. F. Phillips 
0 

PURPOSE: To advise of the apparent termination of the 
Department's study of Bureau files to determine whether 
investigation of the Martin Luther King, Jr., assassination 
should be reopened. 

SYNOPSIS: On 3/24/76 Robert Murphy of the Department requested, 
additional documents to complete the Department's study to 
determine if our investigation of the assassination of King 
should be reopened. Indicating he had recently reviewed the 
Senate Intelligence Committee's draft report on King, Murphy, 
requested documents bearing primarily on our actions to dis-
credit and neutralize King, an area which he will apparently 
take cognizance of in his summary and recommendations to 
Assistant Attorney General (MG) Pottinger, Civil Rights 
Division ( CRD). Murphy indicated his review of additional 
documents on 3/24/76 would end the Department's study. 

RECOMMENDATION: None. For information. 

' 

2 

DETAILS: You have been previously advised that under the 
direction of Pottinger, the Department has been reviewing our 
Headquarters files on King and related matters to study whether 
or not the investigation of the assassination of King should 
be reopened. One of the principal reviewers, Robert Murphy, 
Chief of Criminal Section, CRD, has stated his summary will 
also take cognizance of FBI actions to discredit King. 

100-106670 
I - 44-38861 

JTA:adn 
(10) 

- 1976 
CONTINUED - OVER 
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Memorandum to Mr. T. W. Leavitt 
Re: Martin Luther King, Jr. 

On 3/24/76 Murphy advised he had recently reviewed 
the Senate Intelligence Conttittee's draft report concerning 
King and, based upon footnotes in that draft, discovered a 
number of FBI documents which he desired to review prior to 
completing his summary. Murphy requested to see approximateIy. 
40 documents concerning dissemination of King monographs, 
dissemination of information outside the Executive Branch of: 
Government, plans to discredit and neutralize King, alleged 
existence of a foreign bank account of King and documents 
relating to communist influence in the racial movement. 

These documents were made available to Murphy who 
reviewed same on 3/24/76 and indicated this action would 
complete the Department's study. 

None of the documents requested on 3/24/76 pertaine 
to any aspect of our investigation of King's assassination 
Based on the nature of the above documents requested and reviews 
by Murphy, it appears knowledge of the Senate Intelligence 
Committee's report dictated additional review pertaining to 
our actions to discredit and neutralize King. 
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