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/ UNITED STATES AENT Dep. AD Adm. _
. / Dep. AD Inv.
Asst. Dir.:
v Memorandum
4 Comp. Syst. —
/7 Ext. Affairs ____
N Files & Com.
TO ! Mr. Gallagher@[J DATE: 4,/1/76 Gon. Inv.
o 1 - Mr. Gallagher ::Zﬁm
o ‘ 1 - Mr. O'Connell ntell.
FROM : J. S. Peelman} , // , \ 1l - Mr. Peelman Laboratory
LN o 1 - Mr. Helterhoff Legal Coun. —
/ 1l - Mr. Walsh Spec. Inv. —
SUBJECT: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR . Training
DEPARTMENTAL REVIEW ey
COST DATA

PURPOSE: To provide cost data relative to Departmental & /
review of the files of Martin Luther King, Jr.

SYNOPSIS: General Investigative Division (GID) cost data fog/ |

March, 1976: Supervisor Hal N. Helterhoff, GS-14, P
Step 3, 7 hours. e

RECOMMENDATION: That the GID cost data report be forwarded to
the Administrative Division, Budget and o
Accounting Section, for review.

APPRO NED:
As50C. Dif oo™
/? Dap. AD AdMaeeme
& Dep.ADlnvnm"nm
\ai Asst. Dird
| l AU eoaeameemrs -

DETAILS: Reference is made to the Mr. Walsh to Mr. Jenkins

memorandum dated 12/12/75, which requested that cost
data reports be submitted to the Budget and Accounting Section,
Administrative Division, setting out manpower utilized and
money expended relative to the Departmental review of the files
of Martin Luther King, Jr.

The GID, in handling assignments relating to this
Departmental review, has utilized the following manpower hours; £

during March, 1976. RECSR </g/ w,;'~/-<, / , (}4

Manpower: Supervisor ng'lbl.sHelterhoff GE6—14, Step 34
7 hours.

5 / [RAS 1;..’,
There were no monetary expenditures durlng th1
reporting period.
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Airtel

4/6/76

To: 8SAC, Atlanta (44-2386)
From: Directer, FBI (44-38861)

(w? ST
{ < MURKIN ;
NG -

1 - Mr, Helterhoff

A conference was held with the Civil Rights Division,

(CRD) United States Department of Justice on 4/2/76,
relative to the allegation made by Leon Dwen Powell and

Claude Powell, Jr. The CRD requested no additional investigation

concerning the Powell allegation and stated it would advise
if a determination is made to present the Powell allegation

to a Federal Grand Jury.
1 - SAC, Memphis (44-1987)

HNH :nlq,‘\&&/
1’5 (5)

NOTE: As recorded in a J. S, Peelman to Gallagher memorandum

dated 4/2/76, the above is a result of a conference with
Assistant Attorney General J, Stanley Pottinger and
Departmental Attorney Stephen Horn, Civil Rights Divisio

on 4/2/76.
* s e !
& % S = 552 ! 7
4 , T
Assoc. Dir. . 4;(
D A0 - 22 APR 13 1976
M MAILED 4 ——
ot | APR 6 1976 )
Files & Com. __ )

Gen. Inv. FB(
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Intel!.
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 5010-106 , ; S s
MAY 1962 EDITION 7~ i : [
GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27 . : ) A

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

bare. APril 6, 1976

R CH8 i S e

FROM : Director, FBI

ATTN: MR, STEPHEN A, HORN

suBJECT -ASSASSINATION OF
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR,

Reference ismadeto ___ memorandum dated
(your file ).

There is enclosed one copy of the report of Special Agent
dated at

A. [] This covers the preliminary investigation and no further action concerning
a full investigation will be taken by this Bureau unless the Department so directs.

B. [] The investigation is continuing and you will be furnished copies of
reports as they are received.

C. X The investigation requested by you has now been completed. Unless
advised to the contrary no further inquiries will be made by this Bureau.

D. [] Pursuant to instructions issued by the Department, no investigation will
be conducted in this matter unless specifically directed by the Department.

E. [] Please advise whether you desire any further investigation.

F. [ This is submitted for your information and you will be advised of further
developments.

G. [] This is submitted for your information and no further investigation will
be conducted unless specifically requested by the Department.

H. [] This covers the receipt of a complaint and no further action will be
taken by this Bureau unless the Department so directs.

Enc.

SEE NOTE PAGE TWO

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Assistant Attorney General
Civil Righte Division
RE: ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR,

NOTE: Reference is made to a conference between Assistant
ATtorney General J. Stanley Pottinger and Departmental Attorney
Stephen A. Horn of the CRD and Section Chief James S. Peelman
and SA Hal N. Helterhoff of the FBI on 4/2/78, concerning

the allegation made by Leon Owen Powell and Claude Powell, Jr.
The CRD requested no additionasl investigation concerning the
Powell allegation and advised it would advise if a determination
is made to present this matter to a Federal Grand Jury. A copy
of the final artist's conception of Ralph (LNU) will be
furnished for the completion of your file.
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CPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 5010-106
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT i ’)m
Memorandum

TO : Assistant Attorne¥ General paTe: March 2, 1976
Civil Rignts Division ATTN: ROBERT A. MURPHY

FROM : Director, FBI

SUBJECT: ASSASSWAT[ON OF
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

Reference is made to __ MY  memorandum dated February 17, 1976

(your file ).

There is enclosed one copy of the report of Special Agent
dated at

A. [ This covers the preliminary investigation and no further action concerning
a full investigation will be taken by this Bureau unless the Department so directs.

B. [X] The investigation is continuing and you will be furnished copies of
reports as they are received.

C. [] The investigation requested by you has now been completed. Unless
advised to the contrary no further inquiries will be made by this Bureau.

D. [] Pursuant to instructions issued by the Department, no investigation will
be conducted in this matter unless specifically directed by the Department.

E. [ Please advise whether you desire any further investigation.

F. [] This is submitted for your information and you will be advised of further
developments.

G. [ This is submitted for your information and no further investigation will
be conducted unless specifically requested by the Department.

H. [J This covers the receipt of a complaint and no further action will be
taken by this Bureau unless the Department so directs.

Enc. 1 i/ (&£ N( < d m/

NOTE: Referenced meeorandum had attached a copy of an UPI article at
Garden City, New York, relating to Memphis city detective, Ed Redditt.

Attached is the complete newspaper article relating to this matter
dated 2/15/76 from '"Newsday'. Please review this entiremg.rticle and advise
if {:!u desire any further investigation relating to this article. No investigation
is Lng instituted relating to this article unless specifically req‘uested by the
CRD. (a clearer copy of this article will be furnished upon receipt)

JCetell e gdy ~-‘-fi(~’~/fv'yam\.f;@ vl wedd fote Cerg Do Lorerend, H
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OPTIONAL FOR™ NO. 10
JULY 1873 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

Tl&rﬁ'i DIRECTOR, FBI DATE:  3/2/76
(ATT: GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION

SUPV. HELTERHOFF, ROOM 5131)

ADIC, NEW YORK (44- )
6’// '
MURKIN

Enclosed for the Bureau is one copy of newspaper
clipping of an article by LES PAYNE from Long Island daily

newspaper "Newsday", dated 2/15/76.
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ght 1978, NeWsda'y Inc.

Homs before thé Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. was
’ “killed i in Memphis in 1968, the cily’s top law-enforios:

C

to watch thecwilnghtsladerfrgmhispnat.ﬁnﬂmr

te protect the detective’s life. -

. Ed Redditt, the detective who was rwﬁved from
luspost, had p&mmdawm::gemyplan 1o enable
the police departitent- to

was at’the Lorraihié Metel in - Muemphis.. The plan,
which was never implemented, involved the aealmz off
~ofa four-block area mmd the moatel. . -

~ But they did leave the detective’s pariner on duty.

From mtervlm
. has learned that ditt and W's partner, both mem-
-bérs of the Memphis police intelligence unit, watched
King and his 'staffers at the Lorraine thm“ﬂh binocu-

“hig party, audﬁg&eontinwd to keep . the polics do-
partment inforined of their mevmm
torS. Redditt -afidh his pafiner, W

i 8 beentheunmmdpnaiﬁmwithﬂmxmxpany
cause their présence, ollowmgrecent;m
phxs,*had :mgemamxgi ocal Blacks. ~

- ‘and Ioof:nf‘éw&ke&rﬁer H&#ﬂhy

.FBI informants and had touched off the vickpres
“the day ‘hefare his essassination. )

’ AP Photo
An acnal view of the. assnssmafmn scone

o SR inmbemnhheimdm whe b |

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

B ment official, in the htemcaet men be identifiod us-
* federal agents, reinoved one of two detectives absigned

tmssmdtheremovaiwaspurtofanemmcyphn.

..ghould an attempt bmdmmm hfc while he Sy

Police gdid not assign a seplacement for Rgdd:tt~ : _
> piiblished stories, N’ewsclay'

_lars from the firé station ‘acrose’ the street. The two- |
- xhan, unit earlier Rad provided: secunty for King and, '

mﬂﬂreirvi’ai{f '
B. Richmond,; who parjpg
. arebothbla&,hadwithdmmmn whatwwlﬂ.hmi_ X

__‘The police wére-particularly mmwﬂ aﬁm a vi- y
olenm«pmne’m #roup- wled the Iﬁvadms who, -

‘closed that some of the. leaders&tholnvaﬁmwere -

"On April 4, thedayxnmmﬁm,fwm(}

their - presence. One of the Invndets standi i
was an #ndercover Memphis police detective; whogptﬁ-
mmfmmmwum o
- Aftér Roddi ; 1es
at a meeting in police headqus 8. §
cretServmhadleamiBafa"@nmﬁ”’ his:
Mmmm\unwdmma
hﬁipmﬂ: c:ty’smﬂiumhmm

carmdmthathghaimmw Afi a5 “ﬁ. %
TWdayswer.Mw_mM NS
Reﬂdﬁ% ‘wis.

ak pest and x&portad&v wag )
ugh bﬁmenhu wfaen the civik righhom



tine’s Day; was

'adate'or sekctawz&__
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-w.\v. swo/w. FESRUARY 15, nm .

" invéstigate. theamsassmaﬁmr% redolve "mamr unan-’
swered queéstions,” including whether & burem: L yen- .
detta” against King was related to his murder, 'lhe
Department: of Justice is reviewing the FBIFs file ‘on”
King and will scon make rmuunendamns to A;tor--

I mmaes ag imvm&m ;ment at me Apﬂ 4.meeting
M Redditt was wu «

"nsked‘ab{mc/uxeA’u ing. with Reddit in .
ﬂmpmnwdammmmbyﬂoﬂmnas

Mzmteetmnandwmﬁinp ; v
. Miggisaippi . highway patrolmarn, Hofts 3, hi

overhegrd someone threatening to go to. Memphls to
gk, 'ﬂmthmt allegedly. had been ayed to,
J A.SecretServieemét‘g:m ‘

.- verified SBJ(] Aiw
. present, aeeotﬂhg to amuim, were. the: Mémphis po-
lice: chief; an FBI linison ggerit, two militaty ink

1 ‘officers, an official from tive shetitl’s office, a

\ fion#t: Guard official and a mmentative of ﬂae
Tenhessee state highway patrob. -«

P TheMemphxspnhm&ie‘a’cﬁxetme,JmneaC
. MacDonald, now the chisf administrator of the city’s
Juyenile Court,muldnotbemchedby telephone de-,.

\ smbennmemusnﬁempfs my%toahﬂmreqm%
" ing informiation about the: Redditi!aftaic,
wrote: “T have been"out of law eafbrcement. for seven

mfs‘lhawmmmbmﬁeaboutyam
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FD-263 (Rev. 7-15-75)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

'E\j'E)PORTING OFFICE OFFICE OF ORIGIN DATE INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD
’:I‘LANTA MEMPHIS 3/23/76 2/6/76 - 3/8/76
| TITLE OF CASE

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER
KING, JR.

REPORT MADE BY

SA THOMAS J. WILSON

TYPED BY

T CHARACTER OF CASE e
CIVIL RIGHTS
REFERENCE : Bureau nitel to Atlanta, 2/3/76.
, RUC
g g
-
[ ¢
s é
- X
o ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED TX NONE ACQUIT-lc ase nas seen: ﬂ v o
convic.| BRETYSNIFUe. FINES SAVINGS RECOVERIES TALS _ ) \)
D Enoine omosecuTion T Y g
OVER SIX MON THS [ves Xxno
APPROVED m }p,icéﬁi,;‘f,f” DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW
COPIES MADE: ,/\"" ; u( i n." i
; : Lo~ A A4 w7/ REC-45
7 Bureau (44-38861) ’ — - —3 -
2 - Memphis (44-1987) ) | m}'_llﬁ
- Memphis - 7 )"‘
2 - Atlanta (44-2386) APR 16 1976
"~ Rty "
Dissemination Record of Attached Report Notations
Agency LARD) - :;W”:g{
Request Recd. o T
Date Fwd. 3,/,;«2/7(,) gaden 2T it sl
How Fwd.  [f-P0(¢F 7, 455,@;2 b e ﬁ, /””’;@9
By (1 R. Boine  p 2Ll , 4 froffri. 3 S
/ 7 I ax k& o*
8 4 APR2 11976 COVER PAGE
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FD-204 (Rev. 3-3-59)

“ UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Copy to:
Reportof:  SA THOMAS J. WILSON Office. ATLANTA
Date: FEBRUARY 23, 1976
Field Office File #:  44-2386 Bureau File #.  44-38861
Title:

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER

KING, JR.

Character: CIVIL RIGHTS
Synopsis: t

CLAUDBf POWELL, JR., reinterviewed 2/6/76 and advised that
anydiscrepancies between his statement of the facts and
hié brother -, LEON's, statement of the facts was a result
of a long period of time since the incident. CLAUDE
POWELL advised he would stand by his original statement.
CLAUDE POWELL was unable to identify the artist's ¢o tion
of RALPH (last name unknown) dated 1/23/76. LEQMPOWELL
JR., reinterviewed 2/11/76 and advised his og¥ginal /
Statement was essentially correct, however, does not recall
seeing RAY GODFREY in Pete's Bar the day he was approached
by RALPH (last name unknown). LEON POWELL also advised

the name of the bar where the incident occurred was

probably not Pete's Place since PETE had sold it and another
owner taken over. He and his brother have talked about

the incident at various times since 1968. LEON advised

the artist's conception of RALPH (last name unknown)

dated 1/23/76 is a good likeness of an individual who
approached he and his brother to assassassinate MARTIN
LUTHER KING, JR.. Wife of CLAUDE POWELL, advised she has
been married to CLAUDE for 20 years and in her opinion

the whole story is a fabrication made up by
and his brother, LEON. Relatives of ARNOLD
~ advised they did not know any relationship
( !\/ between RAWGODFREY, MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., or JAME
J° EARL RAY. /Rdgatives were unable to name an individual
,/” named RALPH whoNgssociated with RAY GODFREY. Employees

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents
are not to be distributed outside your agency.

¥ U.S.GP0:1975-0-575-841
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AT 44-2386

of the bar located at 1455 Moreland Avenue who were
employed in 1967-1968 were interviewed and advised they
were familiar with both CLAUDE POWELL and RAY GODFREY.
Employees characterized CLAUDE POWELL as a quiet individual,
however, quite a heavy drinker. Employees characterized
RAY GODFREY as a very 1ikeable individual whom they

thought would never be in trouble. None of the employees
could recognize the artist's conception of RALPH (last

name unknown) as any individual who had been in the bar.

ROC

DETAILS:

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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S 2/10/76

ronreeTopyery 300 Poom 2110 Scottish Inn,
was o anterviewsd in his metol roor during the late
pveains A Talienayy T 1675

Niscrerancies in hig version of an alleqged

rectine with e anknown white male at Pete's Rar
*tlanta, “eorsial as eonparad with LEONT POWRLL's were

sl CTIME gtated that anv discrena..ci®s are
2 rasnlt of a lono paggasge 2F time since the incident
and® hin statemant is accurste in his recollection. He
clarified his relationshic with RAY OODFREY astating that
MDYV wras A Triend whom he has known for many years
Rt ANDENTY wrag morve acloselv associated and a better
friend of L,TY1'g,  CLAUDE a*go commented that he later
ial contact with LEOM
+n the unknown white male's
LIMITFPR KINT but he did not
knaw anvithinag ahout e at Pete's Rar until the
antrown viidte male gesg if an made the offer.
nov Qid ha have prior wnowledas of what transpired hetween
SANTHREY and LR,

learna ANDTITY mada an -

annrarinatelc one week
nronoasition o muardey MART

dYther than thegs chanages, CLAUDF stands hy
his orivinal statement . srmmhasizing that his statement
may differ in some asrect2 with LFNON's statement but the
fact i3, mn+th hoe and LEM! vicnesse? the offer of a
anhgtantial srmount of roosy by an unknown white male to
muyrdar MATPTN LUTHRR ¥ TNG,

In 28373 viop . stated he and LEOW talked
abovi the allened meashlir g the unknown white male
frocuently after s occ bet as time passed, they
talked about it lcss and iie said that he and LEON

sy oon tha @ at the time of the alleqed

WOy rirm A e &0
meatine » montinued

until approximately three
: who could verify that they
~ime of the alleged maetina

monthe anso. s knows of
were in *rlantn, Georoia,
hut statod thet both, hﬂ

Racatur . eonrair, darin

. CT,AUDE descrihoed

, rP 44-920
\ o ')/{/7( 7 . :'"3_"?“‘1:".:»,‘"“?_, e g MF? 441987

[ e e ' 3

an knaed w A N " my
GSA TRAME W NTII7ZTT, A 2/9/76

FRp—— [ Uate didtaley

Thiv docueisnt containe neihor creammendatis~5 nor conclusion:
K rur agenc |

XIS S DTS NP B L S TS PO S Fe R sarde your ugs

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




wn 44 .a9n

the intericr of Pete’s Bar, including the booth

where ~ach participant of the allgqad meeting was
zeated and a skatch was made by Special Agent

TRANT Y., WDNTPY.. CLRUDE was questioned specifically
concerning his polygraph e¢xamination i responsa to
the question "NDo you know who asked you and LEON to
kill MARTIN LUTHER XING? ", and he denied having any
prior knowledqge of the unidentified person who offered
e and LT 825,000 to murder MARTIY LUTHFR KING.

CLAUNY gtated that he telephonically con-
tacted his hrother, LEON POWELL, at telephone number
404-289-154%5, Decatur. Coovgia (telephone number is for
TAVID POWELL, CLAUNE's ranhew) aftar initial interview
by PBI Agents at Midland. Texas. CLAUDE stated that he
and LEO discussed thae intervisow.

In addition. CLAUNE stated he had discussed
the alleqed meeting with the unknown person at Pete's
Bar with YWITLLIAM DEAH WOONRCHCK, his partner in business
and roommate at the Scottish Inn. WOODCOCK is the only fellow
employee whom he told of the alleged meeting.

CLAUDE stated zhat the unknown person who
nffered tham the money to murder MARTIN LUTHER KING
1 aot have any tpe of 2n accent. He repeated that
211 aszpects of his statement including description,
time referenca and conversation between the wmknown
nereon who nade the ¢f€:r 2o kill MARTIN LUTHER KING
waere trae and accurate o the best of his recocllection.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Caneniphon .

[,

he followlng phwtographs were displayed to CLAUDE

A4
. s
OWRLL, JR.

LLL, JR., wio wes located at his placa of employment wheis
Nz was working as & carpenter:

1. TRAVIS MERLT PHILLIPS, Odessa Police Dapartment
{0PeY, thamnher 7174,

2. DBYLILY CGEME OSHAFYER, OPD Number 169269

P tumbeyr L9806

tograph bearing Bureau File
& 4

2346.

ap
£

Loava, photogranhs, POWELL stated
sty ong of these as being

and his brother, LLOW
Georgia, with the propo-~
TING, JR., POWFLL again
recognize the individual

— EP 44-920

e R ML 44~1987
~ Sl N VI s 3/1‘/76
— . _ _ o . e Tt it
perty otin Fuand s looned to your agency,
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of transcription 3/ 22/ 76

CLAUDE POWELL, Jr., was contacted at his
residence 4163 Camby Lane, Decatur, Georgia, and advised
that he was not sure whether or not PETE DAVIS was
present during the initial meeting at the bar. The
incident happened so long ago, some of the details are
quite mixed up in his mind. He thinks that his brother,
LEON, was the only one present during the initial contact
with RAY GODFREY. He does not remember being present
during the conversation between RAY GODFREY and his
brother, LION.

, bee DIELTS o s AT 44-2386
. _BA TELUAS J. WILSON twy ot e 3/15/76
k i e - n t Fe itis ihe oroperty of the FBl and is tooned to vour agency;
il o u 1

% U.S. GPO: 1974—555-294
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

2/25/76

Date of transcription _

LEON OWEN POWELL was contacted at his residence
and advised of the identity of the interviewing agent.
POWELL wes advised of his rights by Special Agent THOMAS
J. WILSON, however, declined to sign anything. POWELL
declined to furnish a signed statement, however, voluntarily

4

furnished the following information:

lie has thought sbout the incident when he was
approached by RALPH (lzst name unknown) in the bar which
he knew as Pete's Place on Moreland Avenue and requested
to assassinate MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. He is quite sure
the original ccntact witch RAY GODFREY was approximately
one week beforz RALPE (last name unknown) came into the
bar. He is sure the meeting took place in November, 1967.
He does not remember seeing RAY GODFREY in Pete's Bar the
day RALPH (lact name unknown) came into the bar and
offered the money. He does not remember any specific
denominations of the money in the brief case, however,
the brief case was full of money. RALPH (last name
unknown) upon offering the brief case told him "here's
25" . RALPH (last name unknown) told him and his brother,
CLAUDE, they would get'25 now and 50 when he's in the
grave' or something to that effect. To the best of his
memory, he never mentioned MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.'

name .

Du
o {RAY CODF

1g, the original conversation with RAY GODFREY,

H YY) never mzde mention of the exact amount

of money he and his : r would be paid to assassinate

MARTIN LUTHER KIN%. GODFREY merely stated '"big money"

GODFREY is a friend of hoth he and his brother, however,

GODVRFY is Orobably friendlier with CLAUDE then he is w1th
imself LGN POWELL hos not had any contact with RAY

GODTRIY  when tie assossination of KING was discussed

when CLAUDE was not present.

ri
RE

He cculd not spgecifically recall seeing PETE
DAVIS in the bar when RALPH (last name unknown) approached

N . 7/L /?6 ’ Atlenta, Georgia . AT 44 2386
Atervoresed on I [o A A— —__Frile . [,
SA THOMAS J. WILSON TWY 2/18/76

by . _ Dote dictated _
this document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is looned to your agency;
ioond s contents gre ot to be disinbuted Lootside your agency,

« U.S. GPO: 1974—555-294
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-

him and .5 hrother. In fact, upon recollection, the name
of the bar was not even Pete's Place. At the time of the
incident the name of the bar was Bill Bailey's.

o the best of his memory, both he and his brother
were worring for RAY COOLEY, an individual dry wall
contractor at the time of the incident. COOLEY is now

employed by Fisher Dry Wall in Atlanta, Georgia.

LEON advised that the corrected artist's
conception dated January 23, 1976, is a good likeness
of the individual he knows as RALPH (last name unknown) .

lie has talked with his brother CLAUDE various
times since the original offer.

LECH is familiar with V. VZIADLE, also known
as "Yank"' and BILL McGARITY. These two individuals owned
the property and the building in which Pete's bar was
located. Neither VENABLE or McGARITY are RALPH (last
name unknown) .

LEON advised the only male close associate of
RAY GODFREY was a relative named LEE GODFREY.

LEON advised he would be willing to testify to
evervthing that he has fold the FBI.

LEON advised upon reflection and having to draw
a diagram of the bar ha i3 quite sure that he, his
brother, and RALPH (last name unknown) went to one of the
tables located in the back part of the bar rather than
one of the booths as he originally stated.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FO 302 [REV.11-27-70)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date ot transcription_ .

Attached hereto is a sketch of Pete's Place,
the bar where RALPH (last name unknown) approached
LEON POWELL and CLAUDE POWELL to assassinate MARTIN
LUTHER KING, Jr., as described by LEON POWELL.

212571176

inerviewsd on 2/ 11/ 76 o Atlanta, Georgia rie s AT 44-2386
. SA THOMAS J. WILSON :wy Sure dicotes 2/18/76
This document contains neither recommendaticns nor conclusions of the FBI. 1t is the property of the FBI ond is ioaned to your agency;

it and s conlents are not to be distributed oulside your ogency.
! % U.S. GPO: 1974—555-294
\
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

2/25/76

Date of transcription __

Attached hereto is a sketch of Bill Bailey's
Lounge as described by L. W. CLARK.

2/17/76 Atlanta, Georgia } AT 44-2386

interviewed on ot File #

SA THOMAS J. WLL5ON WY 2/24/76

by _ Qate dictated

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. i is the property of the FBl ond is ioaned to your agency;

it ond its contents ore na! to be distributed outside your agency.

I' % U.S. GPO: 1974—-885-294

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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FEDERALT BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of transcription 3/2/76

JACKIE POWELL, 4163 Camby Lane, Decatur, Georgia,
was contacted and supplied the following information:

The only time that she heard about the incident
involving the offer of money to assassinate MARTIN LUTHER
WING, JR. was when her husband mentioned it to her after
KING had been assassinated. She was positive her husband
had never mentioned it to her before the assassination.
ller husband told her he had been offered a large sum of
rioney to assassinate KING but had refused the contract.

She advised she had been married to CLAUDE
POWELL for twenty years and knows him quite well. It is
her opinion that the whole story is a fabrication made up by
her husband and his brother, LEON. She considers LEDN
to be an alcoholic. She would not believe any of the stories
that LEON and CLAUDE told her. She stated that she felt
the Government was wasting its time on this allegation.

Interviewaed un Z/J:j. // /[) at___ ﬂl_]_d.[][_d, GCUIB-LC& Fiie # AZE ‘ ‘1 ;!386
SA JAMES Y. 5LANKNER Jr.
SA THOMAS J. WILSOY WY 2/24]76

Date dictated

The o dormment contams neeho v 3 ions ayr f
o recammandations nor conclusinng of the TR 1o he property ot the FRL ynd iy daancd to your agency,
voand s cont it are nel 1o be o diviediated outside Yoo o
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AT 44-7386
TIW: cw
]

The following investigation was conducted by
SA THOMAS J. WILSON, at Atlanta, Georgia:

On February 6, 1976, CLINTON STANFORD, Administra-
tive Assistant, Environment and Street Services, City of
Atlanta, advised all records concerning the exact days worked
by any city employees are currently stored in a valt at City
Hall. He stated he would attempt to locate any records to see
if ARNOLD RAY GODFREY was working for the city during the
months of October, November, aad December, 1967, and March and
April, 1968.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Floae2 [REV. 1127 70)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

2/6/76

Date ot transcnphion

Mrs. L. N. PENNINGTON, Director, of Personnel, City
of Atlanta, Atlanta, Georgia, advised a review of her records for
ARNOLD RAY GODFREY reflect that GODFREY applied for employment
in the City in 1949, liding his address as 569 Gresham Road,
Atlanta. GODFREY also listed that he was married to a woman
named MILLIE. There were no other relatives Tisted. GODFREY
listed the following references:

FRANK WALDON, Route One, Copperhill, Tennessee;
WALTER STYNUS, Route One, Copperhill, Tennessee;
CLAUDE CRANFORD, Route One, Copperhill, Tennessee.

Employment record also showed that GODFREY went through
the fifth grade at the Copperhill Elementary School.

Z/6/76 Atianta, Georgia rie # Atlanta 44-2386

_at__

nterviewed on

SA THOMAS 5. WILSON iow N 2/6/76

¥ — — —

“hes decument contaas asither recoameeeccdn cng nor cortlue crs of the FBIL It is the property of the FBl and is loaned to yousr agency;
 and ts contents are not to be distributed owutside ycur ojgeniy.

% U.S. GPO: 1974-555-294
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Date of transcription

[

’ CLIATON STANFORD, assistant to the Commissioner
Laviroument and Street Service, City of Atlanta, advised
that a review of his records shows that ARIOLD RAY
CODFRLY did not take leave d‘uting October and Novenber,
1967. This would show that CODFREY was on duty every day
duriny those two months. However, for the two-week pay
period beginaing April 3, 19684, through April 17, 1963,
GODFREY was charged with three vacation days. For the two-
weelk pay period beginning April 17, 1968 through May 1,
1368, GODFREY was charged with two vacation days. The
records do mot show the exact date of these vacation days.
The records STANFORD checked are the combination of
departmental records and merely shows totals. The depart-
weuntal records which would shew the background are purged
evary three years thus the records have been destroyed for
1967 and 1960. ‘

Interviewed on . at File #
—2 "' —Atlanta, Seorgta———— —AT HG=2886——

by

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your ogency;

it ond

- . . Date dictated v
-t - & o - i . 2’ 2*’ [4¢]

its contents aore not to be distributed outside your agency.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Dote of transcription ,-s‘ !‘,‘

f e

SEPPY He NEELY, Persoumel Records, Georgia National
Cusrd, Stlantz, Ceorgia, was contacted and furnis the
followins information:

*1i of the records ndividuals wio Lol
veen in the lwtional Cuayd during the 1950's have been
reduced tc wmicrofilm. This wmicrofilm data would emly show
background information such as date of birth, m?lacc of birtl,
employnent, enllstment date, discharge date, military
sccupations an! day of tour duty. information contained
o the microfilm would be very sketchy and would not comtain
suy medical history.

Mter review nf the recerds, the following informatiomn
vas obtained from the latiomal Gusmdde

Records showed that ARNOLD s4Y GODYTY, born on

, at Copperhill, Temnessee, enlisted on Jaruary 9,

1951, In & medical company attached with the 122nd Infantry.
This unit was then located in Atlsmta, Georgia. GODFREY was
discharzed on Jummary 8, 1954 after he completed his reserve
oblirstion for three yeasrs, The reason for discharge wes
expiration of term of service. GODFREY was discharged hounorably
as a corporal. GODFREY served three tours of 15 days emmgrm .
The dnys of these tours of duty are July 8-28, 1951, July 27 to
Augguast 16, 1932, and July 3-19, 1953, Ilis. occnpation durini
service was o light : operator. The addresses GODFREY llsted
0s his vesidence were 73 Clevdand Street, and 74 Atlanta Avenue.

Interviewed ~n_ = - at File #

by

Date dictated

g8 SLETS 3=-3=75

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency;

toand s contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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AT COPPERHILL, TENNESSEE:

LOIS WALDON GODFREY and ROBERT K. GODFREY, Route
One, Grassy Creek Road, Copperhill, Tennessee, were contacted
on February 7, 1976, and advised most of the GODFREY family
moved to the Atlanta, Georgia area in the late 1940s. She
and her husband are the only members of the family currently
residing in Tennessee.

MARY GODFREY, ARNOLD RAY GODFREY's mother, resides
with her daughter, SHIRLEY BULLOCH, address unknown, however,
BULLOCH is emplyed directing traffic at school crossings in the
Marietta, Georgia area. ARNOLD's sister, Mrs. R. L. (EDNA)
ENSLEY and Mrs. IRA (DENA) SMITH, reside on Route One, Blue
Ridge, Georgia. A brother, JAMES T. GODFREY, also resides at
Route One, Blue Rihe, Georgia. Another brother, LEE CARROLL
GODFREY, has in the past been involved in criminal activities
and has used the name ARNOLD RAY GODFREY in the past.

During Christmas, 1974, LEE CARROLL GODFREY was
incarcerated at the Blue Ridge .County Jail, Blue Ridge, Georgia.
LEE CARROLL GODFREY's whereabouts are not known, however, it is
rumored that he is residing in Ellijay, Georgia.

Another brother, RAY S. GODFREY, died in November,
1975. Neither LOIS nor ROBERT GODFREY are acquainted with a
RALPH (LNU) and stated ARNOLD RAY GODFREY has not resided in
the Copperhill, Tennessee area in 27 years and has no associates
in the area.

ARNOLD RAY GODFREY married a girl named MILLIE
CAMERON after moving to Atlanta. References FRANK WALTON,
WALTER STYMUS and CLAUDE CRANFORD were neighbors of the GODFREY
family in Copperhill, prior to the family moving to Atlanta.
LOIS GODFREY advised ARNOLD RAY GODFREY has not been in any
contact with these individuals since moving to Atlanta.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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The following investigation was conducted by
SA THOMAS J. WILSON at Fannin County, Georgia, on February 11,
1976.

PAUL HIGDON, Sheriff, Fannin County, Georgia
Sheriff's Office, advised LEE CARROLL GODFREY is a white male,
date of birth | SODFREY has served time in the
Georgia State Prison for armed robbery and murder. -LEE GODFREY
was arested on December 23, 1973, for theft by receiving by
Fannin County. LEE GODFREY made bond, however, failed to show
for trial and his whereabouts now are unknown.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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The following investigation was conducted by
SA HAROLD J. PO at Blue Ridge, Georgia:

On February 12, 1976, files of the Fannin County
Sheriff's Department revealed LEE CARROLL GODFREY,
also known as LEE RAY GODFREY, had been arrested on
December 23, 1974, on the charge of theft by receiving
stolen property. He was released on bond on December
27, 1974, and failed to appear for arraignment after
which a bench warrant was issued for his arrest. '
The warrant is still outstanding. Ille gave his date =]
irth Social Security Number
photograph of GODFREY was obtained from
the file.

On February 18, 1976, Mrs. R.L. (EDNA) EASLLEY, Highway
Number 5, sister of LEE CARROLL GODFREY, and MARIE
GODFREY, mother of EDNA and LEE, advised they had no know-
ledge of LEE's whereabouts. They had no knowledge of
LEON or CLAUDE POWELL, anyone named DUKE
or any relationship or interest either LEE or RAY GODFREY
in MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., or JAMES EARL RAY. They
knew no one named RALPH who associated with either LEE
or RAY.

On February 18, 1976, Mrs. IRA (DENA) SMITH, Epworth
Community, advised she is a sister to LEE CARROLL GODFREY
and reiterated the information as furnished by her mother
and sister,

On February 18, 1976, JAMES T. GODFREY, brother
of LEE and RAY GODFREY, residing Sugar Creek Road,
advised he had no idea of where LEE was residing at
the present time. He did not know anyone named LEOW
or CLAUDLE POWELL, anyone named DUKE or any interest LEE
or RAY GODFREY had with MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., or
JAMES LEARL RAY. JAMES said a man named RALPH (SETZLR)
(Phonetic) used to play a guitar with LEE and RAY at a
bar in Atlanta. RALPH was not further described.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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On February 18, 1976, LEE CARROLL GODFREY
was located on Boardtown Road in Northern Gilmer
County. He advised he did not know anyone named
LEON or CLAUDE POWELL or anyone named DUKE. He
further said he had never heard his brother RAY mention
anything about MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., or JAMES EARL
RAY. Concerning an individual named RALPH, LEE said
a man named RALPH SMITH used to make music with RAY
and LEE at the office, a bar on Flat Shals Avenue in
Atlanta. LEE was not positive about RALPH's last name
and described him as 45 years old, 5'10", 105 pounds,
short hair. LEE had not seen RALPH for over two
years. LEE also said he uses his brother§y RAY's,
name on occasion. He concluded by stating it was
ludicrous to connect his brother or him with MARTIN
LUTHER KING, JR., and, in fact, LEE said he was in
pdson in Reidsville, Georgia, when KING was killed.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



r}‘n weounty, Ceorg ox Vohiaay 23, 1874,

ELCIRR VL a:)h ot an uldivfdu«'u 'm.,m e WAL (Last

vic tmlmmsy) s shown to TOLfY COL “»ZT”" rowl i on Suzar
N ¥

ool el r~ﬂ¥n ounty, C;orgia. T8N is o brother to
L}‘Jtv’\ . ‘h.“- C e XK Vlk. e n.ut L o oA G *'.*‘ M:vf. a n "—.‘:- 2 'i’v"‘i.““&{; ti'"i-
: e S e individual depicte} i the compos ite an!
nut ‘-ilww ANYyone nauec pio SaLlTi or DALTU
loned the name [ALTU . dueing the priow
ﬂuuause LEL GARLOLL COUTTIY relnted to hin
coot with the FOL and tielr intevest In a “fL70.
I told him the man's name was CALPY SETZEL.

om {¢bruary 23, 1976, LEE CARRCLL CODTREY, DSoavdtowm

toad, Cllmer Csxrtf, Cecrczu, was r*‘m)am & composite photograph
of n&Lvi (Last vane Unknown) and advised it was quite
dlssimilar to the he recoghized as ZALPH SMITH, a former
associnte of his wnd his brother ARKOLD. Vhen he last saw
AALPE THOTH three and o half years ago, 2ALPH had a duck hatircut
full on the sides and flat on the top. He was also approximately
45 years old ar that time. The only individual LIE CARROLL

;u?” cenember who lnew NALPH was a2 divorcee named LAVENL COOL
( wnetic), who :esidci in Marietts, Georsia. <C0O0OK used to
date AALTH and both of them frequented the lounge known as The
Cifice.

noreviey of the Creater Atle nL& “outhern ell
tetephone ;.:c,hgry talled to reflect sony '15tiﬂ“€ for =
LAVEND or o LAVERHE COOK, A review of i Cobb Ceunty ana
viLj of dnrla tez Director; 2lco falled to Leflect any listing

ATTT

A LAV or m LAYTHE 00K
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Mt Jilmer County, Ceorgia, on taveh 2, 197G, .:i
TACTLL CUBD LY was recontacted gad advised he 4id not Laow
o LEITTT RPTZER or SFLTZER and did not mention either name to
nis Lrother TOM.

LTF CODPIEY traveled to Atlamto on the weekond of
sebrusry 28, 1976, aond talked to his hother ARNOLD RAY CODINTY.
ARUOLY related that he did know a RALPH SMITI, however, when
LEE described the Individunl he knew a2s ZALPH SHITH, AGNDOLD
g3zid he thought the man's pame was JIM SUITH., Neither imew
of SMITii's current whereasbouts, ARNOLL stated he knew LEGH
and CLAUDE POWELL by sight but did not associste with either.
AMUIIOLT described the POVELLs ag drumka, LEE advised ARNOLD
iz and always had beem afrald of Lhe law vhich is the reason
he is not cooperating with the FBY. LEL ztated that AULIOLD
denied any knowledge of the zRteged contract to assassincte
e AUTIN LUTHER XING, JR. or anmything related to the Tureau
favestication.

PR
«‘f

LD CACIOLL GODEFATY advised thot while incarcerated
in the leidsille, Ceorgla, State Penltentizry, date mmrecalled,
ore VARTIN LUTUER RING, JR. was arrested for participating in a
Jemonstration and placed in a cell adjscent to LEE CAZRQOLL
CODEREY, LELD CAPROLL GODFREY stated that he talked to KING for
two days nrior to hig release.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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The following investigation was conducted at Afanta,
Georgia, by SA THOMAS J. WILSON, on February 12, 1976:

Captain LONG, Cobb County Police Department, Marietta,
Georgia, advised a review of his records of the school division,
showed that Cobb County does have employed a school crossing
guard named SHIRLEY BULLOCH. BULLOCH, however, has recently
moved and does not show a new address. BULLOCH can be located
at Wheeler High School, Marietta, Georgia, any morning between
8:00 and 9:00 AM.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-302 (REV.11.27-70)
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

2/23/76

Date of tanscriphon_

MARY GODFREY, Bell Meade Apartments, Kennesaw,
Georgia, advised she is the mother of ARNOLD RAY GODFREY. She
does not know any of her son RAY's friends. RAY has never been

in any trouble and she considers him to be a very outstanding
individual.

. She was unable to pick out from a spread of photo-
graphs the pictures of CLAUDE or LEON POWELL, or RALPH (LNU).
She stated she did not know any of the individuals.

Interviewed on 2/13/16 al Kennesaw, Georgia rite #Atlanta 44-2386

SA THOMAS J. WILSON, and
by SA ALAN | BROWN TIW:cw Date dictated 2/] 7/76

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. i is the property of the FBI and is ioaned to your agency;
it ond its contents are not to be distributed oulside your agency.

@ U.S. GPO: 1974-553-294
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of transcription 2/?2//6
SHIRLEY BULLOCH, Belle Meade Apartments, Kennesaw,

Georgia, advised she is the sister of ARNOLD RAY GODFREY. She

stated she does not know any of RAY's friends. RAY does not

contact his mother very often and thus, neither she nor her

mother knows any of RAY's friends.

She has no knowledge of any lounge called "Pete's
Place" or "Bill Bailey's". She does not know of any time when
her brother was in any sort of trouble. She and her brother
do not getalong, however, she stated she thinks that her brother
is a law abiding citizen.

Interviewed on 2/13/76 of Kennesaw, Georgia rile # Atlanta 44-2386
SA THOMAS J. WILSON, and ‘

by SA ALAN L. BROWN TJIW: CW Date dictated 2/] 7/76

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI ond is ioaned 1o your ogency;

it and its conlents are no! to be distribuled outside your agency.
% U.S. GPO: 1874—885-294
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AT 44-2386
TIW: cw
1

The following investigation was conducted at Atlanta,
Georgia, by SA THOMAS J. WILSON on the dates indicated:

Captain WORTHY, Permit Section, Atlanta Police
Department (PD), advised a review of Atlanta PD Records for a
beer and wine Ticense for the business Tocated at 1455 Moreland
Avenue, Atlanta, showed the following information:

HOWARD MALCOLM CABE, SR., 363 E1 Mira Place, held
the "liquor license from December; 1962, through September,
1964, '

WILLIAM POPE DAVIS held the Ticense from October,
1964, though November, 1965;

C. H. HARRISON held the Ticense from November, 1965,
through September, 1966;

ROY T. BAILEY held the license from September, 1966,
through January, 1968;

LEWIS W. CLARK held the license from January, 1968,
through December, 1974;

BARBARA and DEWEY GILBERT held the Ticense from
December, 1974, through September, 1975;

WILLIAM JORDAN MESIMER held the license from September,
1975, through the present time. '

The records show in February and October, 1967, the
business Tocated at 1455 Moreland Avenue, was named "Bill Bailey's".
In February and October, 1967, the Permit Section sent notices of
violations to the lounge known as Bill Bailey's, at 1455 Moreland
Avenue. Captain WORTHY advised PETE DAVIS, also known as WILLIAM
POPE DAVIS, could have run and managed the bar in 1967 and 1968. The
records of the Permit Section aly reflect the official holder of the
beer and wine Ticense. Sometimes, some of the licenses are held by
one person and another person is the actual manager of the Tounge.

On February 10, 1976, the FBI Identification Division,
Washington, D. C., provided the attached Identification Record for
LEE CARROLL GODFREY, date of birth blace of
birth Polk County, Georgia.
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