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(Attri.: T., l.h·esson) 

August 2, 1976 
1 Mr.~- W. Leavitt 
1 - Mr. J. G. Deegan 

!i§"~[ci....9J: ~lU?2iJ~ S~l~Q Q. -~~:i~: ~: 

Genc~al ObservDtions 
.. -~,r.,•,"r-<,<.L:o'>o-,11~---~-~--=2 

. Xd-?~':!.t:tttca 6f FDX Pct·:;o;tnol 
~~.r..a<n4--J"t;............_.,..,.._~•>--~r--t1.;Jss.Y:;J;,---=--~------~•~~•~~-

SFP:jclp 
( 17.) 

-~ 
. ' 2 . ti ') 

1-~cvic.\•~) 
Throur-,h For . . \ 

]3.~VlCW) 

Nugent 
Philli;:,s 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Privec.v ~-,.....,.;;~ 
Nrnn:c!s·or: 5.ndlvl<luals oth0r than Kin~ will not be 

excised but. any dr:n.::·ogo.t.ory :Lnfon:12tion about t.l~<?m ,-;i111 be 
-- --e>~clscclv If tl'l:! 1~:i2rc !)1:cs-~n~e of tl1~ n.::D~-~ in tl1:1 cc,i1tc.":t 

C 0~ {-1,,-,,. c1oc·u11r,c,·r1!- -:-;,·• "l ,··"1,,1,. co111--l ,,_,, cn""'id:-;··0 '"'-i e,-:;..-~,r:,--;t•,·,..,.,r l,.. l,.,. .. 1.._.. . .~,- .V r...~,:, ~ \"' _...._,..,..,_ .,,,,.,...,. t."--" --...J..tJ , 1,,. ... J:.te'3. ,.,_,.....,...a..Vt,;.<...-.:.v-\J.!,..; 

to t;h.,.'lt indivi,dualt the: n . .::.:m,2; will excised .. 

Nmn~s v_p; well as infoi.1'.wJ:ion which could lead to 
t.hc cktenr,in.o.tion of ·r.i.:.c:x:.-2.:: of the..: follrn.rJ.i-rg t:.y1,-;Ew of 
l.nd:i~\ric1UiJ.l~: l1ilJw b-~ C:':hCi~~o<l: 

Pm:-iph'.:".Ynl 1'fatte:r:s.~ .,~~...,.--;f.;,,~_,.., ... ~ .. .:,:-,.,•""'-'--.. ... ~.-..,~ 
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HNote:s on yello\l~ not to be e:-ccised.. IID.ndi-:,,'·rlttcn 
corn:nent:s by offic.:LD.ls, suc.h ns Hr. l[oov1i:?: v not to be exc.ised. 
A ... ~f\")il"' ~1 ° f .. .. t-4[• t1.'" .. -~ rf,.,. t- .. , C'"'nt" .t n~ ... ~ f'y t"'_>"l ,.,·t.... ~ .. , ... r-- -~- · .. ':, ',t'y~ .; .. -.,, {.:.: .... \......_.~, ~~~- 1· 0 '1 . -r h .U:u •~'-'~•- !. \I..:, '-'-'-\-u. ,., .. <-.c->-. ~-J.•,c~ '->'-'l.J~, ... c.w.l,l,,J.v-.,. .!..i.k,.v.LH~J.t... ... l. f d.U'-

CO be e.1::.ciscd,. Oth2r -adrainiut.rative e:n:dd.rn;s t:~?.ich r:w.y be~ 
cxcls0d inc.J.u.de such .ns D:1.rcct:orQ n. 1x·u:r..iri.g blcc.k, fllQ nun::.>ersr.­
Rccor.:cb 1-7-r1.nru·tcm0nt:: Di.vi.sion n:.,::.rl,(in_2;s 9 au.t.ogrDpbic. initin.1.s oi 
..... ',J":;~Y,\·•·1 ,: ')' o ➔:-f'lc i..., 'I <'." ,,.,,,, ..-1 cr,;:-ytr d,--; 0 i·" -,-, ,--,1· 1.· ,,i, ... 
C,i.~,.!J.- ~ t .J.",v{-:, ..¼,- t...-4,-:...y' f U4£'.....ll, Vt. J (;.;.ie) .t,,:.:,.._,~<.:-.l,.1,,. ~o-.;>O 

... 
Inform~t-:I.0:1 w!lich could comp:ro:::d.sc m.1 cmgo:f.ug 

invefJt:J.go.t:.:tnn will lx~ e~.<;:cisedo 

Electronic Survaill2nccs 
~-=4~·•·•-'-"!;.ll,l.~~',.:;.-... !\IO.,!'<'~",;;-~~·~---~~~~ 

Ao cn1ly· n.onc:J..w:::sif::led inf ormD.tlon me.y bs furnJshcd to 
':~1'~ Kh~1~Y' c,r-•t,r,,•e,, c: 1 """"~1.·· ,~-)., ('"1 do--:,',:"0r-,t--('• \-·-t ·1 ., .~,,.,;:·,·i 'j"'"-' ., ... ,c,-rri ,c,,,7 {'.r-,.-,~ l 4-..-- -~ .. --... "l,:J, .,,_J_L,.._t.,_~,..,$, .~vr,.,t,,_ •. .._. J-... -~•V, "'-....:- \.."-.,,/_,~l·~-"•~'•··""'•~'i ~...t. • ..s,., .. ...,. ].,."-...>-.....~\...~.,,._,:_, "-._I..,...',,<'. __ ~··\., __ ,\._,,J.. 

tha J)UJ~·oo::.;c of e~C.(".i.~,i11:~ t.hoG,) ,)or:t:Lotts on whlch. (:.ho c.1D.~;s:tr5.c:-..t1c1 
.. _..r i. 

\·ras hnc;r:.d fm tlw.t. tbe1 ,:c:mc:\h1:Lng po:.~t.icus of the fr.,cum.:n1t.[; W/1y be~ 
£U.:i:.1.1lf.:hi:,:d tho IZing ost:D.t:ec-

-...____ 
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TO 

a.............JORMl>/Q.W 
MAY lll'f.J. IIIITl(M 

GSA.""""' Wl CfB to!-11.-

UNITED STATES ~JVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
DIRECTOR, FBI (100-106670) DATE: 
(Attention: Deputy Assistant Director INGRAM) 

(44-563)(RUC) 

Re Bureau nitel to Indianapolis, dated 7/30/76. 

l 

8/9/76 

Enclosed for the Bureau are copies of all documents which 
have not been previously submitted to FBI Headquarters. Also 
enclosed is the first page of any document in Indianapolis 
MURKIH file which has previously been submitted to FBI Headquarters. 
Also enclosed for the Bureau is a copy of lA-20 and lA-21. 

The following is a brief description of photographs, 
ex~ihits, and other items which could not be Xeroxed: 

1. Photograph of T-shirt and shorts, bearing laundry marks. 

2. 

3. 

P~o~ographs of artist's conception description of subject 
1rom Birminghc:i.m. 

4. 

Photographs of artist's conception of unknown subject 
fro;p Memphis. 

Cc-mposite of unknown subject, also known as ERIC STARVO 
EAR.VEY LOWMYER, JOHN WILLARD. 

~ 

GALT~ 
~.1, 

5. 

6. 

7. 

'l\vo _negatives of Number 4. 

Photograph of JAMES EARL RAY. 

Photograph of WALTER T. RIFE. 

-""""-.-.. ~·. -~ 
~1! AUG 11 1976 

""""""'I - . A "" • -

8. Photograph of JAMES EARL RAY with negative. 

9. Photograph of ,JAMES EARL RAY with negative taken 1960. 
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10. Photograph of JAMES EARL RAY and WALTER T. RIFE. 

11. Photograph of JAMES EARL RAY taken 1960. 

12. Photograph of JAMES EARL RAY. 

13. Photograph of JAMES EARL RAY. 

14. Photograph of JACQUELINE 11Jackie 11 KLINE, also known as 
JACQUALINE GOLDSTINE, KAYE RASENBERG. 

15. Photograph of PAUL OSBORN BRIDGEMAN. 

. 16. Photograph of FRANK WILLIAM BRICKLEY. 

17. , Photograph of laundry marks with name GALT with markings 
' 20L-8, 20R-3, 20F-7, 02B-6. 

"t'fj 

18. Photograph and negative of JAMES EARL RAY taken late 1967. 

19. Photographs of JAMES EARL RAY, three different poses. 

It should be noted that Serial 84 was skipped and does not 
exist. 

..:. 

2 -
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FD-36 (Rev. 2-14-74) ) 

FBI 

Date: 8/9/76 

Transmit the following in--------------------------< 
{Type in plaintext or code) 

I 

AIRTEL AIRMAIL 1 

Vrn . ----------------..~------' 

L/ )- -;O-, -- -- -D~;~C-T~;: ~;I ---- IP,eceden,ei;;,p,~\:P- --------: -------~,~ 
!/ ATTENTION: BUDGET AND Acco8JTING SECTION 
/' FINANCE AND PERSONNEL DIVISION 

FROM: SAC, NEW ORLEANS (100-16800) (RUC) 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.; 
DEPARTMENTAL REVIEW; 
COST DATA 

Re Bureau nitel, 8/6/76. 

In response to referenced Bureau nitel, the following 
rec~pitulates the manpower spent on Departmental review of New 
Orleans FBI filep regarding MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.: 

SA S'!'~:PH_EN M. CALLENDER 
SUPERVISOR CLIFFORD H. ANDERSON 
SECRETARY PATRICIA A. DOUGLAS 
CLER:< ~HLLIP_M A. I'-"1.l\C LANE 
CLERK PETFR H. JOHNSON 

GS-2.3, Step 8 
GS 14-, Ster) l 
GS 5, Step 6 
GS 3, Step 2 
GS 5, Step 5 

![ 2 Hr-:.,,,,..,Q 
- Vi-~ '-' 

A 

HouY'S j 

-3 Hours 
5 Hou.rs 
0 Hou.r1 s -

No unusual costs were incurred in this review by the 
New Orle?n~ Office. 

, 

UACB, the above data will not be included in the New 
0::r:·learrs monthly subE1ission in case entitled, !?COST RI:31-'0l·JDII'IG 
TO D~QVLUES FROH OTHER AGENCIES, CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEES, AND 
REQUESTS UNDER TffS FOIPA. 11 

. G~-· Bur>eau 
- 3 - New Orleans (1 - 100--16800) 

(1 - 157-10673) 
(1 - 66-·2855) 

Ct'Ll\: l)ci 
(S) 1/ 1"/i· 3 f fb /.,,,..._,, ---•~m.. <~~-•,~.,,,, .. 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCU\SSIFIED 

-----B.Affc:?.;2.4,.4:, .BY 5P t/.JPm,-11,A-

NO'TRECOROEt> 

-'u 7 ~- Sent. --------·--M Per 
8ot!t:>i-:!l /· fJe"!t in Ch.c~·gc 

8 4 AUG 2 7 \976 
GPO: 1975 0 - 5D0-9'.:12 

-

.... \. 
' 
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4 :4 5 PM NITE:L ~UGt!ST 9, !976. RJS 

TO: 
,. c-- - .,..,.. !""/::..,.;!., 

D ... ,; t.C J-,Jr<: 
,,,..,;,?'. 

/ 

i) /\ 

I u· I 1•· 
I l I ' < 

GS-7, STEP 7, ~OtE HCURS 

NONE HlCURfrED. 

ALL_-~NFOH~.t~TION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCU\SSiFIED ·:\ 
DATE :1-~ie, -ll B'f31'_'l.J~tJA:''\% tj~j 

(o 01.Jo i 

REG.t~RDHlG 

l ,\ssoc. u rr. _____ _ 
l De;:,.-A.D.: •. \dm._ 
l Deer>-'\_ D -hr. __ , 

l: .A.S£t. D~,- , 
A 1....... C,"1 - ...... 

I 
.~c, .. L , -d 1 • .. - .. --

;~:~- ti:~;i_#:£: 

1

1· {de~:t~_v. --- I 

Inspection -­
Inteil. -- ·-. --·---- : 
La:nrat,cr-r ---- , 
Legal Coun. -- ' 
P1an. ,& Evn.1.-~ ... 
R::c. !vigmt. -~~~ 
Sp,2c. Inv. ___ _ 

' l"f'-i-._;:--~l'S ·---. -,' ... : 

i ;"\ · ~n:.1.,ne Rm... _::_ : 
. . S-::~'y,.-~:,: 

_____,_.,.,.__.A,.V·~-fl. .... 

', I •...,_ 

,. -~~~~~~;.-~-"'~~~ - ,:-.---~ 
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TO 

FROM_ 

5010-lOi 

OPflONAI. fetJ,1 MO. 10 
~~ iN.2 1:.0·:J'J:-tt 

.,G~ ,,..,.;,cy41 ::'.ftJ 101-11.6 .,;~· .. - ~ 

UNITED STATES . v'ERNMENT 

Memorandum ,n 
Mr. T. W. Leavitt~\.!/,~ 

2 

l 

.. Mr. J • A. Mintz 
(1" P. T. Blake) 

- Mr. A. J. Decker 
(Attn: T. H. Bresson) 

DATE: 8/6/76 

Assoc. Dir. __ 

Dep. AD Adm.-· 

Dep. AD Inv._ 

Asst, Dir.: 

Adm. Serv,_ 

Ext. Affcirs_ 

Fin. & Pers. _ 

Gen. ln•·--i/' 
)dent. ;f. L ;i;~ 

S. F. Phillips(? 
1 - Mr. Tc 
1 Mr. J. 

w. Leavitt 
G. Deegan 

lnspec:tion v_;.;:r ! _ 

~··. 
La~~caf~,Yj-,)tfi le~otf oJO.~ -~·'-\ f' 1 - Mr. P. E. Nugent ."',t-··-- '" ~.,.- ",J 

&fan. &/Eval. ~­
'Rec:, Mgnt. ---:;-j 

Spec. tn·v. --., _, 
Training __LQ 

2 - Mr. s. F. Phillips 

Telephone Rm.~ 

Director Sec'y~ 

PURPOSE: To advise of "Departmental views" concerning 
Ir.dormation in our files regarding associates of King and 
how it is to affect our furnishing FBI docUi~ents to King 
estate. 

SYNOPSIS: We are negotiating with Department guidelines to 
roIIow in preparing FBI documents for delivery to the King 
estate. Guidelines incorporated into a Memorandum of Under­
standing (MOU) furnished to Department for Attorney General 
(AG) concurrence. Tentatively, privacy issue as to third 
parties to be handled by excising from documents derogatory 
information but leaving names in. Discussion with Steve 
Blackhurst, Assistant Special Counsel for Intelligence 
Cc-ordina.tion, rev·ealed that certain h.,formation which FBI 
has traditionally included in documents relating to subve:rsive 
backR:rounds of individuals because FBI considered such information 
as derogator;~ in a sacurity sense, is not considered by Black.huzst 
as derogatory. Blackhurst was advised tlw.t if w~ urc to prope'.i~ly 

~process the documents for the King estate it will be nec.essar!~ 
"'for the Department to furnish a definition of "deroga.tory.u 
0 Bl8ckhurst agreed. intends to confer with at.hen:- DHpm::t:meni.:. 

components and Bureau will be further advised. 

ACTION: None. For information. 

Y,PPrWVED: 

100-106670 

SEE ADDENDUM OF "I1tj 1 ELLIGEhCE D!VISION PAGE FOUR 

F8!/D0.' 
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Memorandum to Mr. T. W. Leavitt 
Re: Martin Luther King, Jr. 
100-106670 

DETAILS: By way of background, we are presently negotiating 
wi.t"fit.lie Department guidelines for our implementation of an 
AG instruction to furnish to the estate of Martin Luther King, Jr., 
copies of all FBI documents previously given to the Senate Select 
Committee on Intelligence Activities. A principal E!lement in 
negotiations relates to what should and what should not be 
excised .from the documents prior to delivery to the Kin~ estate 
(classified information, identities of informants, etc.,. The 
attorneys on behalf of the King estate are Harry Wachtel and 
Stanley David Levison who were advisors to King and who are 
prominently mentioned in many of the documents involved. We 
have been working with Michael E. Shaheen, Jr., Special Counsel 
for Intelligence Coordination, and his assistant, Steve Blackhurst, 
in arriving at gui.delines to be follcwad in this p1~oject which 
consists of our reviewing and processing for delivery about 2 
to 2\ file cabinet drawers of materials. 

On 8/5/76 S. F. Phillips, INTD, who is coordinating 
this matter, hand delivered to Blackhurst a Bureeu letter to 
the AG arid e..n accompanying MOU by which we ir,tend to fon11alize 
our negotiations and obtain the AG's concurrence with th2 MOU. 
A critic.al item i.n the MOU relates to priv·acy and states that 
nruoos of indivi.du&ls oth~r than King will uot be excised but 
any derogatory infor.t!'.,'.:ltion about them will be excised. Phillips 
took the occa.sio11 of the delivery of the MOU to rais~ with 
Blackhurst possible special conside1:ations c.oncerning Wachtel 
and Levison inesmu.~h as th~y ai·e mentic:,n.,~d in d?Ct!.T.::n.ts end e.re 
also the King estate attorneys in thi.s matter, Phillips i:nqub:~d 
as to whether thei:r;· names and information a.bout t,h,;;"'ffi should be 
treated any differently in the processing of the King docu:1t~nts. 
Blackhtrrst did not think so and discussion ensued as to type 
of i nfonr.ation concerning Wachte 1 a.11d Levison a.ppca.ring :i.n the 
docurl!'.;.,:mts. Phillips com:rnented that some of the documents will 
undoubtedly characterize Wachtel as ha.vlng been a mrmibcr of the 
Nationn.l Lawyers Guild, an organization cited as a com1:m.,m:1.Ht 
front b}" the fonnS!r House Corrmittee on Un-Am-erican Activities. 
Bladd1urst replied that such info:r-me-.ticm should not b;;; consic.\1,'.\1d 
as derogatory. Phillips then ref erred to the fact ~-th.':i.t Wuchtcd ts 
wife. ha.d once been reported to be a member of the Comm:m.1lst 

CONTINUED - OVER 
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Memorandum to Mr. T. W. Leavitt 
Re: Martin Luther King, Jr. 
100-106670 

Party and such might appear in the documents. Blackhurst 
said that he recalled that such information is in some of 
the documents but that, again, it should !!2E_ be considered 
as derogatory. 

At this,point Phillips told Blackhurst that he did 
not intend to argue the merits of the position which we have 
traditionally taken over the years in our security reporting; 
namely, that such information as cited above is included 
because it is considered derogatory, in a security sense. 
Phillips pointed out that as there is such a wide variance 
in understanding as to the meaning of "derogatory," the views 
he just expressed versus Blackhurst's expression, it was 
believed best that the Department define "derogatcry0 as it 
is to be used in implementing the privacy aspects of the 
documents, Blackhurst agreed an.d said he desired to confer 
with Department experts in the Freedom of Information emd 
Privacy Acts fielcls and others. It was then agreed that the 
Department, in responding to our letter tot.he AG asking for 
concurrence with the MOU, would also furnish the necessary 
definition of "derogatory" or other information to guide us 
in processing tha documents. 

Another matter discussed with Blackhurst and on 
which full agreern;:;nt was reached concerned the fact that some 
of the documents will contah1 materie,l completely extraneous 
to King. We will be excising such information from t:he 
documents we process. 

CONTINUED - OVER 

\ \ \" 
\ 

I. 

I \ - ? - \ \ ., \\ I 

~ \~\ l 
\.,1h 

'• 
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_;ADDENDUM: . INTELLIGENCE DIVISION ... 8/9/76 . . SFP: vb. 

The following information resolving the problem discussed 
herein was telephonically furnished to SA Phillips by Mr . Blackhurst , 
4: 30 p.m., 8/6/76. 

Blackhurst discussed the privacy issue problem and the matter 
of "derogatory" material with other Departmental officials and, on their advice, 
he telephoned Levison. Blackhurst told Levison that, normally, there would 
be excised from the documents information which is of a personal nature or 
derogatory. and that this would include information as to the personal life 
of an individual and also concerning their political associations. It would 
include information concerning a person belonging to a "far left" or "far 
right" type organization and Blackhurst used as an example the Ku Klux Klan. 
Blackhurst told Levison that some of the documents involved had information 
concerning him, as well as concerning Mr . and Mrs . Harry Wachtel , and that 
if information of a derogatory nature concerning these three individuals is 
to be left in the documents, it would first be necessary for Levison/Wachtel 
to furnish the Department a letter to that effect. Levison took the matter under 
advisement and then called Blackhurst back and told him that the Department 
would receive a letter consenting to have the derogatory information concerning 
Levison and the Wachtels left in the documents. 

On the basis of the foregoing, Blackhurst advised Phillips that 
we could go ahead with our project and to leave the derogatory information 
concerning the three individuals in the documents unless it called for excision 
for such other reasons as classification or protection of sources . As to all 
other third parties, Blackhurst advised that the Bureau could operate on 
the basis of its traditional understanding of the term derogatory. The Bureau 
will be furnished a letter from the Department indicating the AG' s concurrence 
with the MOU and advice concerning the written consent which the Department 
is to receive. 
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Ar,so:. Dir. __ _ 

Dcp. AD Ad,c,. _ 

0"S"p, AD !11•1. __ 

Adr,1in. _____ _ 

Comp. SysL _ 

f ilcis & Coin. _ 

Gen. Inv. -----· 

Idf.)nt. ----------· 

Inspection--~ 

lr:b!I. ______ _ 

Lobi.:irctory _______ _ 

Pi(~n. & L-,,,o!. _ 

Troir:in;; ---·--· 

l.cgul Coun, ~ ~ 

PL.A.INT EXT 1'ELE'IYPE NIT.SL 

8/6/76 

'l'O ALL SACS 

FROJ'i,1 DIRECTOR FBI 

11'-J ORDER THA.'I' COSTS INCURRED 

REQUESTED TO FURNISH THE: FOLI..O\vTNG INI:i'ORMATION: 

1. ]\'.I!-1.NPO\VER: 

HOUH,S SPENT, BOTH REGUI.AR .t'\1-TD OVERTil\Ui:, BY E.t\.CH ElvlPLOY.t:G 

.1 -
1 
:rv:r. Jenki.ns (sent direct) 

l •· 1vrr. Held (sent direct) 
· 1 - Nir. A.dams (sent direct) 

TELETYPE llVJT 
··.; /: 1 :...:.i.. L-•ir .: 
l 

,-\d;·1,. S-...:, "'•--
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PAGE T\VO 

THROUGH AUGUSrr 31, 1976, Al\JD FOR EAC:B: MDNTH 'I'HEREAFTBR 

SHOULD REP.i.C:H THE BUREA.U BY THE FIFTH WORKDAY OF EACH 

lVIONTH. 
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FD-36 (Rev. 2-14--74) 

FBI 

C Date: 8/4/76 

Transmit the following in---------------------------; 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

AIRTEL Via _________ _ 
( Precedence) 

------------------------------------------------

l 
I 

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (100-106670) 

FROM: SAC, ATLANTA (44-4685) <RVC) 

SUBJECT: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
CR 

Re Atlanta nitel to FBIHQ 

Enclosed for FBIHQ are five copies of an LHM plus 
one Xerox copy of 29 pages of material furnished by the 
Atlanta Police Department to the Atlanta FBI in April, 1968. 

As pointed out in referenced Atlanta nitel, on 
the morning of 8/2/76, five members of the Task Force of 
the Office of Profess.i.~1 ~~~ponsibility (OPR), Department 
of Justice, arrived Jn~anta FBI Office to review 
Atlan~a' s. file on tl\e :MURKI~)-nvestigation. All ·th~ volumes 
of this file, namely~n"IT't'a:44-2386, were ma.de available to 
the Task Force members for their review. During this review, 
Task Force memLer JAMES WALKER, on 8/3/76, requested a Xerox 
copy of two serials in this file, namely 4!.~-2386-1214. and 
1215i which consisted of 29 pages of material furnished to 
the Atlanta FBI Office in April, 1968, relative to people 
who in the past had threatened the life of ViARTIN LUTHER 
KING. A Xerox copy of this material was furnished to Mr. 
WALKER. Atlanta is enclosing one copy of this rnatexj,al 
for FBIHQ with this airtel. . .,._, "'=•~-c, 

In addition, as shown in referenced Atlania ~fr.teJ-w7r­
the Task Force members also interviewed SA O. RICEl_ARD / '- ,_,.i 
HAMILTON on 8/3/76, as he was the case agent in th(tTIDRKIN ,,,0 ~..,.,~ ,.,. \ '"'t, /1 /; . "61 

,-... ..... 1. 11.' . n.r • ('~ \JJ . ~ • , e 

6 fi\J\~ ,r·~ c ~b_,;J .• ,1-;~t ~· 
w ~fYl"'-l cli,I• 1 ;:_ ~· ,.,.. l} hz. Ol.:"'t.)/ 

(l 111 j,&fl\ C: ,,.~ V-'"",./ : (.J· 
\\ 0, ✓ l~ y ti { - ' .· .. d I .,~ {! L/./ \.·~.--·.•/ 

GPO: 1970 C w 580-992 - -
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AT 44-4685. 

case back in 1968. The results of this interview are ·set 
forth in the enclosed LHM. 

The Task Force made no other requests and they 
departed the Atlanta FBI Office for Birmingham on the 
early afternoon of 8/3/76. 

2 
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In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 

i 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Atlanta, Georgia 
August 3, 1976 

ASSASSINATION OF DOCTOR MARTIN 
LUTHER KING, JR. 

On August 3, 1976, Special Agent O. Richard 
Hamilton was interviewed in the Atlanta, Georgia, Office 
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) by four 
attorneys from the U.S. Department of Justice. SA 
Hamilton was interviewed regarding the above-captioned 
matter inasmuch as the case had been assigned to him at 
one time. 

The attorneys asked Hamilton at what point in the 
investigation the case was assigned to him. Hamilton 
advised he did not recall the date the case was assigned 
to him; however, it was after James Earl Ray had been 
identified and apprehended. They inquired of Hamilton as 
to how he could insure that all appropriate leads were 
covered and investigated regarding the assassination of 
King. Hamilton explained to the attorneys that this 
investigation was handled as a "Special" in Atlanta, that 
separate indices were maintained containing the names of 
all pertinent individuals and organizations which came to 
the attention of the Atlanta Office in connection with 
that investigation. He explained the use of lead cards 
which were maintained in duplicate, that a master lead card 
was retained with a copy attached to a particular serial 
containing a specific lead and this was assigned to a 
Special Agent to cover the lead set out in the serial. 
He advised the coverage of that lead by the agent to whom 
it was assigned was reflected through a written memorandum 
or other appropriate communication with reference made 
therein to the serial containing the lead. Hamilton 
advised the agent covering the lead then indicated the 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed 
outside your agency. 

I 
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ASSASSINATION OF DOCTOR 
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

lead had been covered on his copy of the lead card. 
Hamilton explained that various agents were responsible 
for conducting neighborhood investigations, contacting 
or maintaining liaison with local police, and to con­
ducting other pertinent phases of the investigation. 
He explained the captioned case was the priority inves­
tigation in the Atlanta Office at that time and that 
almost every agent was assigned to working on some phase 
of the investigation. 

The attorneys inquired as to how the FBI developed 
information that Ray, then known as Eric Starvo Galt, was 
residing in a rooming house on 14th Street. Hamilton noted 
that this investigation occurred more than eight years ago, 
that he has not since reviewed the file and although he was 
not exactly sure, according to his best recollection the 
investigation reflected an individual in the apartment area 
where Ray parked a Mustang automobile saw Ray park it and 
get in a taxicab. According to Hamilton's best recollection, 
the ensuing investigation by the FBI through taxicab com­
panies reflected Ray was taken to the 14th Street address. 
Hamilton assured them this may not be the way it occurred 
but these were the facts as he recalled them. One of the 
attorneys indicated that information is not reflected in 
the file. 

The attorneys asked Hamilton what the FBI did 
with the Mustang which was used by Ray. Hamilton advised 
them the FBI in Atlanta turned the Mustang over to Memphis, 
Tennessee, Police officers, who returned it to Memphis. 
The attorneys asked whether the Memphis Police drove it 
back or took it in a van, to which Hamilton replied they 
drove it to Memphis. The attorneys raised a question that 
since it was not used in the trial of Ray, why the car was 
turned over to the Memphis Police. Hamilton replied that 
Ray was tried by the State of Tennessee, and that they 
requested the Mustang be released to them in the event it 
should be used as evidence, and this was done. 

The attorneys asked Hamilton if it·ever became a 
problem in his mind or a question to the FBI as to how Ray 
lived from day to day since he was an escaped prisoner. 

- 2 -
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ASS~SSINATION OF DOCTOR 
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

Hamilton advised he did not know how Ray lived or his source 
of income; however, pointed out that Ray has an extensive 
arrest and conviction record for robbery, burglary, and 
other crimes and that many fugitives finance their living 
through armed robberies and burglaries. One of the 
attorneys asked if Ray committed numerous robberies, 
would he not get caught, and then the attorney asked what 
the solution rate usually is regarding the offense of 
robbery. Hamilton advised him he understands the Atlanta 
Police Department has about a 50 percent solution rate on 
robberies and a lesser percent on burglaries and that this 
was probably about in line with the solution rate for 
these crimes in most cities. Hamilton also pointed out 
that Ray had resided in various other areas of the country 
while in his escaped status and that he was not personally 
aware of investigation conducted by other field offices 
regarding Ray's source of income. 

In response to Hamilton's inquiry of them as to 
what they felt would be Ray's source of income, they 
replied that it was possible that Ray had been paid by 
someone to kill King in which case there would be a con­
spiracy, which would present a problem for the FBI. Hamilton 
advised them that investigation by the FBI in Atlanta was 
always alert for evidence of a conspiracy, that no such 
evidence was developed during the investigation in Atlanta, 
and that if such evidence had been developed, it would have 
been thoroughly investigated. 

The interview was concluded at that point. The 
interview lasted from approximately 12:00 noon to approxi­
mately 12:20 PM on August 3, 1976. 

- 3* -
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8/3/76 

AIRTEL AIRMAIL 

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (100-106670) 
(Attention: Deputy Assistant Director INGRAM, 

Intelligence Division) 

FROM: SAC, MOBILE (100-1472) 

SUBJECT: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
BODED AUGUST 9, 1976 

Re Bureau teletypes to all SACs, 7/29 an 30/76. 

Submitted under separate cover by registered mail, 
Attention: Deputy Assistant Director INGRAM, Intelligence 

1r:=Pivis~•"\ is xeroxed copy of each serial in Mobile file captioned 
\ '-✓11-~RKI~~-:.,) (MoFile 157-2627; BuFile 44-38861) 

....____ _____ ,, The file submitted consists of complete Mobile file 
as follows: 

1) 1-A file 

2) Sub-file 1 captioned "MURKIN STOLEN CARS" 

3) Sub-file 2 captioned "MURKIN - COST DATA~ 

4) Volume I containing Serials l through 205 

·--,," . 
,/'" 

~:~~-
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MO 100-1472 

5) 

6) 

7) 

8) 

9) 

10) 

11) 

Volume II containing Serials 206 through 275 

Volume III containing Serials 276 through 350 

Volume IV containing Serials 351 through 400 

Volume V containing Serials 401 through 496 

Volume VI containing Serials 497 through 597 

Volume VII containing Serials 598 through 649 

Volume VIII containing Serials 650 through 664 

2 
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AIRTEL 

TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJEC'f1 

8/3/76 

DIRECTOR, FBI (44-311861) 
AffENTIONt DEPUTY ASSISTANT DIRECTOR INGRAM 

INTELLIGENCE DIVISION 

SAC,.i«IAMI (44-1854) (RUC) 
s/'-.i __ ,.J" .. \ 

·"--.. ,,MUR1tI)ll 

CIVfi RIGHTS 

Re Bureau teletype to all SACs dated 7/30/76, and 
captioned MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

Pursuant to instructions contained 1n retel, the 
Bureau is being furnished herewith one xerox copy each of eaoh 
serial contained in the Miami Office fil.e, captioned :MURICIN• CIVIL 
RIGHTS {44-1854), as well as the Assassination of MA.R.flN LUTHER 
KING, JR., Racial Matters file (157-2434), as indicated below: 

44-1854 Volume I Serial l - 149 
" II " 150 - 299 
" III " 300 • 499 
tt IV " 500 • 617 
" V " 618 - 760 
" VI " 761 • 773 

157-2434 Volume I Serials 1 - 12 

In addition, a review of the exhibits contained. 
in the MIRKIN file disclosed. the following lA exhibits: 

ft',!Jiureau (Enc. 27) (RM) 
-(i).~Q.6671))_ 
2-Miami 

(l-100-15079) 
JTO/kr 
(4) 

- ----
8 4 AUG 1 9 1976 
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MM 44-1854 

lA 1 

2 

' 4. 

5 

6 

1 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

.!hermeseal tapes from Prather' s laun'1ey Na:,ples, 
na., on 4/10768 •••• (Sent to Bureau 4/li/68}. 

Garber Co. Shipping alip #52'60 (eaclosed). 

Artist conception photos of GALT. 

Phot&s of T-shirt and shorts bearing la\ll'ldry' marks. 

Anonymous lriter r•e1ved 'by Indianapolis 01'tice 
(enclosed.). 

Xerox copies ot "foreign trade ve1eels entering 
Miami" 474 - 10/68. (enolOsed) 

Xerox copies of list re foreign commerce veasels 
departing Miami 4/4 - 10/68 (enclosed}. 

Xerox co.pies of 11st of aniving pleasure cll"l:lft 
at Miami, 4/4 .... 'J;Lf!J/68 (Bnclosed). 

Mimeograph copy of foreign 4••tina't1on tlights 
{enclosed). 

Pho'io of JAMIS BARL RAY. 

Photo of JAMBS EARL RAY 

Photo of WALTER T. RIFE 

Photoa of WAL!ER rt. Rin and JAMIi EARL RAY 

Paoto of JAMBS EARL RAY 

Eight yellow la~ marking tapes, code 20 R-3 
(sent to Lao. J+/23/68.) 

Counter cheok of L1ggetts Drug Store handled by man 
who Nsembles JAMES EARL M.t (eneloaed). 
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MM 44-l8S4 

li 17 

18 

19 

20 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

Photo ot JAMBS EARL RAY. 

Photos of J.AMD EARL RAY in Mexico. 

Phct.s of JAMIi !WU, llY in l'ktnco. 

Rental apoeemont between Crafts, L'ld. and 
MICHIL IT. PIBIRI ( eelosed). 

llen'tal agreeaeat 'bew.en Crafts, Ltd. arld 
MICHEL ft. PD!UtE (enclosed). 

Credit card invoices ot MICDL ST PIBRU 
on Oult CNdit card ,s,5,047 067 (el'1Close4). 

Interview log, JAJIIS HARVEY WHITE (enclosed). 

Unexeeu:ted Wam!ng and W.iver fol"II. tor 
JAMBS HARftY WH1TI (enclosed.). 

Photos ot JAMBS EARL RAY. 

Photos of JA.MES EARL RAY. 

Notes ot phoae con.venation be-tween DONALll 
CARPE!ffllt and HAZEL V. PZA.0001, 4/4/68 (enclosed.). 

Photos d laun4ry m&rkJD.gs en bed linen for 
JAMES EARL RAY in the Los Angeles area. 

Photos ot laundry markings on l>ed linen for 
JAMBS B4RL RAY in the Los Angeles area. 
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MM 44-1854 

1A 31 

32 

:,3 

34 

35 

36 

37 

38 

39 

40 

41 

Application tor Florida Drivers License (blank) 
(enoloeed). 

Photo ot JANIS IARL RAY (with ~d). 

Photo of JAM'lll &\IL RAY. 

Photos of JAMES EARL RAY. 

Photos of JAMBS BAJU. RAY 1a aungla11a,ea. 

Photo ot JAMBS EARL RAY. 

Copy of letter te Shelby CO\m'ty Sller.ttt, 
--• (enclosed). 

Si,ned statemen-ts of noKAtJ) LD Mt!CHILL (eneloeed). 

Waiver et rights form (OONALI> LEK MI'!CID:LL) 
( encleaed). 

Palm prints of llfilt?N HOBSON ( meloaed). 

Fingerpnnte of ItATHRYN HotSON (eneleaed). 

Total of 20 lllclosuns. 
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TO 

SUBJECT: 

I j 

' ' 'i 

'I 

OPTIONAL' P"ORM NO. 10 
MAY 1962 EDITION 
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101•11,S 

UNITED STATES GL ,lRNMENT 

Alemorandum 

Re Bunitels, ~/29, 7/30/76. 

DATE: 8/2/76 

Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are all serials con­
tained in NH 157-181, main file on ".MURKIN'}, and description 
of contents in Sub-A file. As per instruction in Bunitel 
7/30/76, only page one of serials previously sent to Burea~ 
are enclosed. New Haven Sub-A file contains photographs only. 
In view of poor production on xerox only descrj_ption of con­
tents of Sub-A file are being set forth. 

The following discrepancies are noted. (1) Serial 287 
is missing. A review of NH 100-18410 disclosed that serial 
115 of that file captioned, ".MAH.TIN LUTHER KING, SM-C, 00: AT",\ 
was previously designated for NH 157-818 but changed to 100-
18410. It is not knowrr if the second copy was designated for 
157-818 or d0stroyed in consolidation program, which sought to 
maintain only one copy of a communication in each file. (2) 
Mis-serialization due to clerical error - It is noted that a 
large gap appears between serial 178 and 199 which at first 
glance would indicate thees ::sel' iR 1s are missing. Hr:nvever, in 
view of the date sequence and the numerical writing over the 
block stamp of serial 178, it is obvious that a clerical error 
Wcl.S made - the m.isconstruj_ng of 178 to be 198, ar.d the error 
consistently carried on to the completion of the file. 

(4) 
AJO/nk 
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Airtel 

TO: 

BDWiMlr 
(5) 

. , < ~-~~/ ·· :'slif<Jfbr!l,,L 
/oo7h 

8 4 AUG 1 9 1976 

8/2/76 

i--l 
~ 

... ~--
::-•:_: . 
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1 0 : 5 4 PM N IT EL J UL Y 3 ! , 1 9 7 6 I TY 

DIRE:CTOR, FBI ( 100-106670) 

flTLANTf 

FROM: CHAPLOTTE (100-10075) ( P) ' , 

' MA.RT IN LUT r'.".'.:c? KI NG, JR. 

RE BUTELS JULY 29, 1976, AND CHA~LOTTE TELETYPE TO 

DIRECTOR, DECEMBE:H 12, 1975. 

TASK FORCE MEMBER JAMES WALK~R ARRIVED AT CHARLOTTE 

OFFICE lH 10:00 AM, JULY 30, 1976. HE Rf..:VIEVFD THE 

Mt.in'IN LUTHER KI!\lG, ,JR., S!Y/ - C, CE 10~1-10075. 

C:O'.HNFIL SOUTHE:PN c~mISTIAN LE'.tDE2SHIP CONFERENCE (SCLC), 

"CO;H ViFJL SCLC, IS -

;' (. 
\ ...... ~ 
\ 

8 4 AUG 1 9 1976 
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PAGE TWO CE 1010- 10075 

COPIES OF THE ABOVE DOCUMENTS FURNISHED MR. WALKER ARE 

BEING FORWARDED TO BUREAU BY SEPARATE AIRTEL. 

MH. WALKER MADE NO OTHER REQUESTS AND D~PARTED THE OFFICE 

AT 6:,~5 PM, JULY 30, 197G. HZ STt:TED HE WAS GOING TO REMAIN 

IN CHN1LOTTE OVE:=! TEE v.'EEKE:ND TO VISIT HIS SISTER BUT 1/0ULD MOT 

R~TU2N TO THJ"S OFFICE.. HE 'dJLL D~P/IRT FOR ATLPNTfi. OM MOND/l,Y, 

END 

11:10PM NITEL JULY 31, 
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FD-36 <Rev. 2-14-74) 

FBI 

Date: 
7/31/76 

Transmit the following in---------~----------------; 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

I 

I 
Via __ . ~A=I~R~T~E~L ____ _ ---------------------' 

(Precedence) I 

------------------------------------------------' --------~ 

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (100-106670) 

FROM: f,l:;~AC, CHARLOTTE (100~10075) {;; ,';/_ 

, .. •"'·SUBJECT:,,, MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

(C) 

Re Charlotte teletype to the Director and Atlanta 
dated 7/31/76. 

Referenced Charlotte teletype disclosed that Task Force 
Member JAMES WALKER visited the Charlotte Office on 7/30/76 and 
reviewed/~ t9.!~wing Charlotte files: 

\ MURKIN ./ 
·· ~·rcr· tP:i :.13 s s ) , , 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
SM - C 
(CE 100-10075) 

COMDJFIL SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LE.t\DERSHIP 
IS - C 
(CE 157-260) 

COMINFIL SCLC 
IS - C 
(CE 100-10173) 

COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN RACIAL MATTERS (CIRI-0 
IS - C 
c CE 1 o 0-1 o o 2 8 ) NoT-RE<:6Rom 

At his request he was furnished one X~o:0Ut6~ 1SPS 
the following-described serials, one copy of 

1 17cll.J?.,eing enclosed 

hei-,e

1

,,~i::~~:) :: Bureau: •"?,~t ~t/~P ~= c=~''"' 

(i} - B~r~au (Encls. 7}.\\C\)J;) , \ (jJ, A§()h1'- t? 
l - Charlotte \-"\v w, 
GHC:stp 
(3) 

Approved: ______________ _ 
Spcciai Agent in Charge 

8 4 AUG 1 9 1976 

I 

Sent ________ M Pee-~ j';lf :/~ 
GPO: 1975 0 -0J0-932 

\ 
V 

/ 
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FD-36 {Rev. 2-14-74) 
'-~· -

FBI 

Date:. 

Transmit the following in-----------,------------------_, 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

I 

Via-~--------- ----------,.,=-----:,---,.-----,---------1 
(Precedence) I 

--------------------------- -. ------------------' ------- -
CE 100-10075 

(1) Charlotte airtel to Director dated 6/17/68 
captioned, "MURKIN." 

(2) Director airtel to Milwaukee dated 7/2/68 
captioned, "MURKIN. 11 

(3) Milwaukee airtel to Director dated 7/26/68 
captioned, "MURKIN. 11 

(4) Savannah airtel to Director dated 4/5/65 
captioned, "MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. , SM - C. 11 

(5) Savannah LHM dated 4/5/65 captioned, "MARTIN 
LUTHER KING, JR." 

(6) Bureau letter to Albany dated 4/19/65 captioned, 
"MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. , SM - C. " 

{7) Charlotte LHM dated :+/16/68 captioned, "POOR 
PEOPLES CAMPAIGN, RM." 

2 

A:pproved: _______________ _ Sent _________ M Per _____ _ 
Special /\gent in Charge 

GPO: 1975 0 - 590-992 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



~~~~~; F~~t,~• 10 ,, •· \ 

G~ 'PM~ UI CFRI 101-11.6 

~-~) 
l- :·:t 

. ,_: .•) 
./ 

UNITED STATES , /ERNMENT 

Memorandum 
· TO Mr. T. W~avitt 

FROM 

1 - Mr. v B. Adai11s Assoc. ~/r._ 
Dep . .6() Adni. _ 

2 - Mr. J. A .. Mintz Oep. Ao Inv._ 

(1-P.T. Blake) Asst. Dir.: 

1 Mr. A. J. Decker Adm. Serv,_ - Ext. Affairs ___ 

(Attn: T.H. ~73079g) Fin. & Pers. _ 
DATE: Gen.fnv.

7 
1 Mr. T. w. Leavitt 

ldent.~ \ - lnspec: )\!>-( 

1 - Mr. J. G. Deegan Into II. '-;;:'{".". 

1 Mr. G. 'l' Tunstall 
Loborotory _ ~ 

- ~- Lego! Coun._ 

1 - Mr. P. E. Nugent Plan. & Eval. _ 

SUBJECT; lvffu'!{TIN LUTHER KING 1 JR. 2 Mr. s. F. Phillips Rec. Mgnt._ - Spec. Inv. __ 

Training __ 

;telephone Rm . 

. PURPOSE: /:)' 1.''1~1tt-1\--~ \ .• ~: . 
. • · ~:• (tr'f-!:..irecta, Sec' __ . . . 4 

L~· Y.. ~·--
To secure approval for expediting the deliveries o ... · 

the King estate of FBI communications by excising classifi~d ·, 
· information from them rather than following full "classification 

review" procedures. 

SYNOPSIS: 

We are initiating project in fulfillment of Attorney 
General's (AG) instructions to furnish King estate all documents 
concerning King previously given to the Senate Select Corrunittee 
(SSC). All clEssified informa_tion will be excised. Large volume 
of material involved. As the AG has instructed expeditious 
handling, we ·will work from material already se5:;regated and 
me.intained by SENSTUDY 75 Project. In connection with EO 11652 
(Classification of National Security Information), processing 
of material for dissemination under Freedom of Information and 
Privacy Ac.ts (FOI - PA) and other dissemination generally calls 
for a 11classific2.tion review" whereby every original document. in 
file is assessed for classification on a paragraph-by-paragraph 
basis and appropriately marked. Because of expedite nature and 
large volums of material in King estate request, we propose to 
merely excise classified information from our copies of the 
documents ·we gave to the SSC, rather than following f'ull 
"classification reviev/ 1 procedures. _ 7:-.,,-,:;;,.-,,;7, .. 

,· .-- ~=• I .,._,, 
· · • " , \ f ,.,,,,- . c 

- · · ,_ 1 AUG 1;1 191s ·::- · tf\~ 1 :,}·v 
. . p;"l L 

· 5,,t/JIW'I Ltl- _,-#·~- :-~ -=~,lfil,C~ JI'if, j/ 
,JJ 

CONTINUED - OVER , / 

r) \i) t;r;I' 
I . . 0 . ,,...,,f',:, / _,, 
___ . ii "~:;,·, 1 , n,':.';i 
NOT RECOR~~ f\J '\ t,·-_,_i ___ 4j~_;"f,: ,i 
46 AUb 16 1;1/6 I )ii!/ i 

/ .u;,c 
✓ 

i--). 

100-106670 ' 

1 - 62-116395 (SENSTUDY 75) 

Buy U.S. Sar;ings Bonds Regularly (Kl the A-t)'toll Sadngr r/~1>1 

\ 
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Memorandum to Mr. T. W. Leavitt 
Re: Martin Luther King, Jr. 
100-106670 

ACTION: 

Upon approval, we will process the material for the 
Kin~ estate as proposed by excising all classified information 
rather than a full "classification review" of original documents • 

.--.----··· Ext. /Ji."°al'rs ........ - Laboratory_~ .wPROVEDi .·•. · . 11 ' N'II · 
Fin. & Pers.......... Legal Coun .. .1:.? • -

Assoc. Dir................. Plan. & Eva~·-···•· 
AD Ad Cen. Inv ............. . 

Oep. rn......... Rec Mgmt .:. •···· 
P " o AD ln~nt-V t::;;;nt... ............... - · 
\ V. ep. V lnsp8c~n........ . Spec. lnv, .. -••·······-

Asst. Dir.: lntell.:"4 _ _&1~l,P'Jraining_--
Adm- Serv.-

DETAILS: 

A • ·t· • • t ' t s you are av,·are, vv"e are 1.ni · iat. ing a p-:co J 0c wner0 tYf, 
on i:i:-istn1c.tions of the AG, we will be furnishing to the King 
estate copies of all communications in our files concerning King 
which v:;e had previously furnished to the SSC. Procedures being 
worked out with the Department to implement those inst.ruc:.tions 
include ou-r excising, among other data, all information of a 
classified nature. An extremely large volume of material is 
involved as the SSC King inquiry ·was very broad and the Departrnent 
desires us to include considerable peripheral =naterial in 
responding to the King estate request. The AG has asked that 
this endeavor be expedited and that we make deliveries to the_ 
King estate (through the Department) as we complete processing 
of variou.s segments of the whole. 

CONTINUED - OVER 
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Memorandum to Mr. T. W. Leavitt 
Re: Martin Luther King, Jr. 
100-106670 

In order to readily identify the material we furnished 
to the SSC concerning King, including the peripheral documents, 
we will be using as a working base the copies maintained by the 
SENSTUDY 75 Project. We will thus be able to bypass the very 
time-consuming step of locating the originals of these documents 
in our files. The Department is in agreement with our intention 
to follow this procedure. 

In connection with Executive Order 11652, we generally 
follow the practice when making current dissemination (such as 
under the FOI - PA and other types of dissemination) of making 
a nclassification review" of every document. This involves 
locating the original documents in our files and making a 
paragraph-by-paragraph assessment as to classification and 
then adding the appropriate markings to the documents in file. 
However, in order to expedite the processing of the volu.~inous 
material involved for the King estate, we are proposing that 
we r.:12.rely excise the classified in.forrnatiun from copies maintained 
of the documents given to the SSC, rather than following full 
nclassification review" procedures involving original documents. 

- 3 -
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r~: ~~;-~:~ aJJJ':~)l L~ .. ;:,:./ESTlG.~TlON 

S~CT!OM 

NR 001 CO CJlDE 

1 
Asso'.:. Dir. ---- i 
Dep.-.A.D.-Adm..._. i 

Dep.·A.D.-Inv-.. - .. - ti • r, 
t A:::st. 1 )fr.: . ·: 

..A.dm~ Ser'i. --~-- J~ 
E;...--t. Affairs -- 1t 
or.,• TI ~ i ,i< Jil. {,, .c eI ;:!,__..._ ,J 

Gen. Inv. ----··- ~ 
ldent. ________ ;! 
Inspection ___ , __ if 

I ~ ll p nee .. ------ ii 
Laboratory --·- ,, 
Legal Coun. --· Ji 

l / ,. 
. .{,) 11:35 ~M NI/EL AUGUST ·2~1976 NRW I R

Plan._ !z ~val. -- B 
.t. ec. l\lg-1n1.1,. _ _.,,,.~ f. 
Spec. 1n'7, ---·· ii 
Tr,1i'<',;ng ----- f: 

l TelephcnD Rrn~ __ ., l 
i -~--- <::-t Ef:--c:··:7 _.;.;._ ! 

1·: ro DIRECTOR c100~106670) 
} i 

FROM COLuMB I A C 100- 106) 
ATTENTION: INTD - DEPUTY ASSISTANT DIRECTOR INGRAM 
MtJn:rn LuH!ER~-K I NG ' ~.,~6UDED - ti.UGUST 9' 197 6 0 

____.--.-._ _ _,...""'"",._ 

RE BuREAU NlTELS TO ALL OFFICES, 7/29/76 AND 

AND -CO NI TEL TO BUREAU 12 / l 1 /75. 

THE FOLLOWING RELATES TO COLUMBIA•s MURKIN 
I~ TITLE AND CHARACTER• MURKIN; CR 

II. BUREAU FILE - 44-38861 

III. FIELD OFFICE FILE - CO 44-299 

IV~ OFFICE OF ORIGIN - ~p 44-JS87 

7 /30/76 

·'- _, .,,/., . 1 -·;,- <' .• ---~· _, 

/ c:~>,i' , . -, 
✓ \ t l(l :' 'J i", , , 

; 1\~)·-, 
;:__I'.),_: . 

UNDER BUREAU DESTRUCTION RULES, AS CONTAiNSD IN BUREAU 
tiIRTEL TO ALBMfl:,; ET ALY Dt\TED 4./27i76 91 {\ND EWflTLE.D °'DES'iRUCTIOrl 

OF FJ~LD FILES AND RECORDS", ALL SEfIALS IN THIS FILE WERE 

IN ACCORDANCE WITH BUREAU INSTRUCTIONS, REL~TI~G TO 

SERIALS tND EVIDENTIARY MATERIAL lNCLUDING MATERIAL CONT~INED 

( 

8 4 AUG 1 9 i976 

/ t.: ___ -_ . 

-~-, l .. 

'-I' 

SP'fJ~~ 
/e>f)7~ -, ,, 

i 

N<if.Rfcc5R:6E.D[' .· 
46 AUG 18 1976 [/J . 
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CO 100r, 10 € PAGE TWO 
REFERENCED COLU~SIA NITEL TO BUREAU 12/11/75, SET FORTH 

FOLLOWING PERTAINING TO MURKIN FILE. 

FILE CONTAINS INFORMATION RELATING TO ASSASSINATION OF 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., AND RESULTS OF INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 
BY COLU~lBIA DIVISION TO IDENTIFY PERSON AND/OR PERSONS RESPONc, 

SIBLE FOR KING'S ASSASSINATION. FILE CONTAINS NO TAPES, 

ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE LOGS, AND/OR TRANSCRIPTS" FILE CONTAINS 

A 1-A ENVELOPE WITH 22 EXHIBITS INCLUDING PHOTOGRAPHS RELATING. 

TO THIS INVESTIGATIONo THIS FILE CONSISTED OF THREE VOLUMES 
CONTAINING 399 SERIALS. 

AFOREMENTIONED COLUMBIA NITEL TO BUREAU 12/11175, CN PfiGE 2 

SET FORTH FOLLOWING ALSO PEHTt:1HlHJG TO NARTIN LUTHER KING~ tlR o: 

I., TITLE -AND C/:ISE Or FILE - M{\P.THJ LU!HEn KH;G,. Jil"? SM-Ci' 

II. BUREAU FILE - 100-106670; 

THIS FILE CONTAINS INFORMATION CONCERNI~G KING'S APPEARANCES 

IN Se C. AS PRESIDENT OF THE SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP 
CONFERENCE CSCLC) 1 NEWSPAPER CLIPPINGSf VISITS TO PENN COMMUNITY 
Cl:.:1H ~ Ff;OGf•;Qf:!I jl s., Ce!) t1ND CONT{:CTS OF Kii0G DUFd1JG fi C, (.; e VISITS G 
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CO 100-106 PAGE THREE 

OF KING AND RACIAL VIOLENCE FOLLOWING HIS ASSASSINATION. FILE 

CONTAINS NO TAPES, ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE LOGS AND/OR TRANSCRIPTS 

OR_PHOTOGRAPHS. FILE CONTAINS 1-A ENVELOPE WITH ONLY ONE ITEM 

RELATING TO LICENSE TAGS OBSERVED ON VEHICLES AT PENN COMMUNITY 

CENTER, FROGMORE, S. C., NOVEMBER 28, 1967. THIS FILE CONSISTS 

OF ONE VOLUME AND 56 SERIALS. 
IT IS TO BE NOTED THIS FILE ALSO CONTAINS TWO OFFICE MEMORAN­

DuMS DATED APRIL 10, 1968, AND APRIL 11, 1968, PERTAINING TO THE 

MURKIN - CR INVESTIGATION. THESE MEMORANDUMS, COPIES OF WHICH 

WEftE DESIGN ti TED FOR COLUfl'iBIA_' S MURK IN FILE, SETS FORTH INF'ORMATION 

PERTAINING TO ASSASSINATION OF KING AND INVESTIGATION TO BE CON­
DuClED 10 IDENTIFY PERSON OR PERSONS RESPONSIBLE FOR ASSASSINATION 

OF KING HJ M~~l?HIS, TE:NNo ON APRIL 4, 1968., 

END 
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Assistant Attorney General 
Civil Rights Division 

Director, FBI 

0 
HARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

) ~J \::.:~; 

1 - Mr B. Adams 
1 - Rel.. . .eds Managemer_t Di-.,ision 
1 Legal Counsel Division 

1 - Mr. T. W. Leavitt 

July 29, 1976 

1 - Mr. 
1 - Mr. 

J. 
E. 
J. 
J. 

o. 
c. 
G. 
T. 

Ingram 
Peterson 
Deegan 
Aldhizer 

1 
1 

Mr. 
-· Mr. 

·:·~~~:1.cj c; 0..\1:i.J. ~;c• le;;. f) l £ s· th:C•;)~}..~:~)~. 
ti·.d.s .. 1::e:E;.n 1 to 

fic0 of Professional Eecp0n-
his a2s1start Steven 

Assor:-. Dir.---·­
D1.--p. t.D ,\d.,i. _ 

Dep. r\t; Inv. __ 

A.sf-t. U,r.! 

Fx~. i\hn1I5 __ _ 

File:; -~-. C.o:~i. _ 

Gen. lnv. ___ -·--

ld(~r,t. -·-·--··----
ln:;p,"dion ___ _ 

lnlcl\. 

c,;_\((.'1 i{l 

ct~·1, L. c~ j 

( J.?) 

8 4 AUG 1 9 197a' noo:\r 1~_-_:-_J 

J.. C Fl (.! ,:_~ :t 
(1 E: ~) i ·.i::·-=~ t.l:t:. ~: 

:f: i.1.c: l;-~:: 

\/ .. 1 ;~ 
\ 

1 •· 

( 
I 
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Ass:Lst"1nt Attorney General 
Civil Rights Division 

0-a July 22, 1976, l·Jr. Folsom indicated that,in dis­
cussion of this mB.ttE;r ·with h.is colleagues on the Task Force 
they h2d deci<li3d the Bureau ts requ(:st for restricted :ceview of 
the Levison file ws.s u.nacce0tuble. Nr. Folsom stated that in 
the event this Bureau conti;1ues in its desire to have this 
review restric.tt-::cl to hi-m t1lon,:-2 that a reQuest should be made· 
to the Attorney General in order to obtain a specific order to 
that effect. 

1 .,. Th,~ Dei:ruty· 
.h.tt-"'-nt'.t on·: 

Ext. AJfain:1 .... ~~ ... ,. .. _,, 
Fin. & Pt::r:; .. ~,,~~ .. --
G<erL Inv ............ . 
!dent. ........ ·--··--~ 
lnspe_~tip_r1~-~-/-~ .. ., ~-. 
i, :tt:i' .. /\;'( /_ . 

i • 

~, Counscil 
RE:!spcn.sibil.i ty 

La:,oraiory .............. . 
Leza/ Coun ............. .. 
Pia;;. &. Ev<'L ......... . 
Rec. r,,~gmt. ... ---·--------

. f>~,2c. b'i ..... ,_. ......... . 
lr.:.infog ....... ~n••--n••-·-·· 
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I,. 

CODE 

1 - Mr. R. W. Held 
1 - Mr. J.B. Adams 

TELETYPE NI TEL 
1 - Each Assistant Director 

JULY 29, 1976 
TO: ALL SACS 1 - Mr. J. O. Ingram 

1 - Mr. J. G. D eegan 
FROM: DIRECTOR, FBI (100-106670) 1 ~ Mr. J. T. Aldhizer 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. BUDED AUGUST 9, 1976 

FOR INFORMATION OF RECIPIENTS THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (AG) 

HAS ORDERED A REVIEW OF THE FBI'S INVESTIGATION OF MARTIN 

LUTHER KING. ASSIGNED TO CONDUCT THIS REVIEW' IS A TASK FORCE 

WORKING UNDER DIRECTION OF THE OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL 

RESPONSIBILITY (OPR) OF THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE. THE 

ATTORNEY GENERAL HAS INDICATED THE REVIEW IS TO RESOLVE THE 
'' \ ' 

FOLLOWING FOUR QUESTIONS: ( l) WAS THE FBI INVESTIGATION OF ·~ 

KING'S ASSASSINATION THOROUGH AND HONEST? (2) IS THERE ANY 

EVIDENCE THE FBI WAS INVOLVED IN TIIE ASSASSINATION? (3) IS 

THERE ANY NEW EVIDENCE WHICH HAS COME TO THE ATTENTION OF THE 

DEPARTMENT CONCERNING THE ASSASSINATION? (4) DOES THE 

RELATIONSHIP BE'l"WEEN THE BUREAU AND KING CALL FOR CRIMINAL 

ACTION? 

JTA:adn 
( 79) 

/-
! 1)- 44-3j861 l_>-

84 AUG27 \976 

SEE NOTE PAGETHREE 

-

"'- i 
'i 
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PAGE TWO 100-106670 

THIS REVIEW IS A CONTINUATION OF A "PARTIAL REVIEW" RECENTLY 

CONDUCTED BY THE CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION OF THE DEPARTMENT UNDER 

DIRECTION OF ASSISTANT AG J. STANLEY POTTINGER. ALL PERSONNEL 

ON THE TASK FORCE ARE AUTHORIZED TOTAL ACCESS TO OUR FILES 

PERTAINING TO KING'S ASSASSINATION, OUR INTELLIGENCE INVESTI­

GATION OF KING AND .ANY. FILES RELATING TO BASIS FOR THESE 

INVESTIGATIONS. THIS WILL INCLUDE COVER PAGES OF COMMUNICATIONS 

CONTAINING IDENTITIES OF SOME FBI SOURCES AND INFORMANTS WHO 

WERE NOT AFFORDED SYMBOL NUMBERS AT THAT TIME AND INDIVIDUALS 

WHO EXPRESSED OR IMPLIED CONFIDENTIALITY. 

TO DATE THE TASK FORCE HAS REVIEWED FBIHQ AND WFO FILES 

CONCERNING THE ASSASSINATION OF KING CAPTIONED "MURKIN," 

BUREAU FILE 44-33861. TASK FORCE MEMBERS HAVE TRAVELED TO 

MEMPHIS, MILWAUKEE, KANSAS CITY, OMAHA, SAN FRANCISCO AND 

LOS ANGELES AND REVIEWED MURKIN AND INTELLIGENCE INVESTIGATION 

FILES OF THOSE OFFICES. FUTURE TRAVEL BY THE TASK FORCE IS 

PLANNED FOR ATLANTA, BIRMINGHAM, CHARLOTTE, CHICAGO, NEW ORLEANS, 

NEW YORK, SPRINGFIELD AND ST. LOUIS. 

AFTER ABOVE TRAVEL IS COMPLETED AND KING RELATED SECURITY 

FILES AT FBIHQ ARE REVIEWED, THE TASK FORCE WILL HAVE SEEN THE 

MAJORITY OF SERIALS IN OUR FILES RELATING TO THE KING INVESTI­

GATIONS. HOWEVER, SINCE IT IS THE GOAL OF THE TASK FORCE TO 

REVIEW KING RELATED FILES IN EVERY FIELD OFFICE, IT WILL BE 

NECESSARY TO FORWARD XEROX COPIES OF FILES FROM THE REMAINING 

OFFICES TO FBIHQ FOR REVIEW. 
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PAGE THREE 100-106670 

THEREFORE, ALL RECIPIENTS WITH EXCEPTION OF THOSE OFFICES 

NAMED ABOVE, FUR.NISH FBIHQ ONE XEROX COPY OF EACH SERIAL CON­

TAINED IN YOUR KING ASSASSINATION FILE CAPTIONED ''MURKIN." IT 

IS REQUESTED THIS MATERIAL BE PROCESSED AND MAILED TO REACH FBIHQ 

PRIOR TO AUGUST 9, 1976. THIS MATERIAL SHOULD BE SENT BY 

REGISTERED MAIL, ATTENTION DEPUTY ASSISTANT DIRECTOR INGRAM, 

INTELLIGENCE DIVISION. 

IF MURKIN FILES CONTAIN ANY PHOTOGRAPHS, EXHIBITS OR OTHER 

ITEMS WHICH CANNOT BE XEROXED A BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF EACH ITEM 

AND ITS LOCATION SHOULD BE SET FORTH IN YOUR COMMUNICATIONS 

TRANSMITTING THE DOCUMENTS TO FBIHQ. 

SUBSEQUENT INSTRUCTIONS WILL BE ISSUED CONCERNING SUBMISSION 

OF COPIES OF OUR INTELLIGENCE INVESTIGATION OF KING AND RELATED 

SECURITY FILES. OFFICES TO BE VISITED IN THE FUTURE BY TASK 

FORCE PERSONNEL WILL ALSO BE FURNISHED APPROPRIATE INSTRUCTIONS 

BY SEPARATE COMMUNICATION~. 

NOTE: 

Since the Department must see these files, it is in the best 
interest of the Government to handle as above rather than have 
Task Force personnel travel to remaining offices for file review. 
According to existing inventories of King related files, no office 
has more than 10 volumes in the Murkin case other than Jackson (17) 
and Mobile (11). The Department has requested Murkin files from 
the field be available at FBIHQ by 8/9/76. Submission of the 
security files will be dealt with at a later time. 

The above procedure has been coordinated with Fred Folsom 
OPR Task Force leader, SA J. W. Awe, Records Management Division 
and SA H. N. Helterhoff, General Investigative Division. 

APPROVED: 
Assoc. Dir ...•••.••••.••.• 

Dep. AD Adm .......•• 
Dep. AD Inv •..•...•.••. 

Asst. Dir.: 
Adm, Serv ........•...•• 

Ext. Affairs ...•.•.••• 
Fin. & Pers ..•....•• 
Gen. Inv •.••.......... 
!dent.. .............•... 
Inspection .......... . 
Intel! ..............•.••.. 

Laboratory .............. . 
Legal Coun .............. . 
Plan. & Eval ............ . 
Rec. Mgmt .........••.... 
Spec. Inv ....•..•....••••.. 

Training ... ~•············~ 
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1 - Mr. R. J. Gallagher 
CODE TELETYPE NITEL 

(Attn: J. s. Peelman) 

JULY 29, 1976 .· 
TO: SACS ATLANTA 

BIRMINGHAM 
CHARLOTTE 
CHICAGO 
NEW Ola.EANS 
NEW YORK 
SPRINGFIELD 
ST. LOUIS 

1 
1 
1 
1 

/ /} /' 
• • / C 

FROM: DIRECTOR, FBI (100-106670) 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

----
Mr. T. w. Leavitt 
Mr. J. o. Ingram 
Mr. J. G. Deegan 
Mr. J. T. Aldhizer 

REBUTEL TO ALL OFFICES DATED JULY 28, 1976, W'dICH SET 

FORTH BACKGROUND INFORMATION CONCERNING REVIEW OF OUR 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. , INVESTIGATIONS BY A TASK FORCE 0i., 

-{_ THE OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY (OPR), DEPk1lTMENT 

~ ~OF JUSTICE. 
0-

: r-::::, PURPOSE OF THIS TELETYPE IS TO ALERT RECIPIENTS REGA.1-WING 

PLANS OF OPR TASK FORCE PERSONNEL TO VISIT l'HEIR OFFICES TO 

CONTINUE REVIEW OF OUR KING INVESTIGATIONS. 

DURING AUGUST, 1976, TASK FORCE PERSONNEL FRED FOLSOM, 

LEADER.; JAMES WALKER; JOSEPH GROSS. JAMES KIECK.REFER. AND • 
WILLIAM WHITE WILL ARRIVE AT THE FOLLOWING OFFICES ON DATES 

INDICATED: ATLANTA AUGUST 2-3, 1976; BIRMINGHAM AUGUST 4-St 

1976; AND NEW ORLEANS AUGUST 5-6, 1976. PRIOR TO JOINING THE 
/J; /" =-

RA:~ I~~ 
(8) ~~ SEE NOTE PAGE THREE 

9- 44-38861 ------

,....__J 

i 
;~ 
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PAGE TWO 100-106670 

GROUP IN ATLANTA, WALKER WILL ARRIVE AT THE CHARLOTTE OFFICE ON 

THE MORNING OF JULY 30, 1976. WITH EXCEPTION OF ATLANTA THE TASK 

FORCE DESIRES TO REVIEW KING ASSASSINATION FILES (MURKIN), THE 

INTELLIGENCE INVESTIGATION OF KING AND ALL KING RELATED 

SECURITY FILES. IN ATLANTA THE TASK FORCE IS ONLY INTERESTED 

IN REVIEWING MURKIN FILES AND PLANS A SECOND TRIP TO ATLANTA 

AT A LATER DATE TO REVIEW ALL SECURITY FILES. 

DURING THE WEEK OF AUGUST 16-20, 1976, TRAVEL IS PLANNED 

TO CHICAGO, ST. LOUIS AND SPRINGFIELD, ALTHOUGH DURATION OF TIME 

IN EACH OFFICE IS UNKNOWN AT PRESENT. ALL KING RELATED FILES 

ARE TO BE REVIEWED IN ST. LOUIS AND SPRINGFIELD. IN CHICAGO THE 

TASK FORCE IS INTERESTED INITIALLY IN REVIEWING ONLY THE l'1URKIN 

FILE AND PLANS A LATER VISIT TO REVIEW THE KING INTELLIGENCE 

INVESTIGATION AND RELATED SECURITY FILES. ADDITIONAL DETAILS 

REGARDING TRAVEL OF THE TASK FORCE DURING THE PERIOD AUGUST 16-20, 

1976, WILL BE PROVIDED. NO SPECIFIC DATES FOR TRAVEL TO NEW YORK 

HAVE BEEN SET OTHER THAN IT WILL BE AFTER AUGUST 20, 1976. 

IT IS NOTED THAT ALL PERSONNEL ON THE TASK FORCE ARE 

AUTHORIZED TOTAL ACCESS TO PERTINENT FILES AND SUBFILES AT FBIHQ 

AND IN THE FIELD REGAR.DING INVESTIGATION OF KING, HIS FAMILY 

MEMBERS AND ASSOCIATES. THIS WILL INCLUDE COVER PAGES OF 

COMMUNICATIONS CONTAINING IDENTITIES OF SOME FBI SOURCES AND 

INFORMANTS WHO WERE NOT AFFORDED SYMBOL NUMBERS AT THAT TIME 

AND INDIVIDUALS WHO EXPRESSED OR IMPLIED CONFIDENTIALITY. 

INFORMANT FILES ARE NOT TO BE MADE AVAILABLE WITHOUT PRIOR FBIHQ 

AUTHORITY. 
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PAGE THREE 100-106670 

BECAUSE OF SENSITIVITY INVOLVING OUR INVESTIGATION OF 

STANLEY DAVID LEVISON, IT HAS BEEN RECOMMENDED TO THE DEPARTMENT 

THAT HIS FILE AT FBIHQ AND IN THE FIELD BE RESTRICTED TO REVIEW 

BY FOLSOM ONLY. THE DEPARTMENT HAS NOT RENDERED A DECISION ON 

THIS RECOMMENDATION. THEREFORE, UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE, RECIPIENTS 

ARE TO DENY ALL TASK FORCE PERSONNEL ACCESS TO LEVISON'S FILE. 

RECIPIENTS ASSIGN COORDINATOR TO HANDLE LIAISON WITH TASK 

FORCE PERSONNEL AND PROVIDE OFFICE SPACE IN WHICH TO CONDUCT 

REVIEW. CONFIRM THEIR ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE BY TELETYPE AND 

KEEP FBIHQ ADVISED OF SIGNIFICANT DEVELOPMENTS. 

NOTE: 
- The Attorney General has ordered a review of our King 
investigations. It is to be conducted by a Task Force of OPR 
and is a continuation of a previous review by the Civil Rights 
Division ,of the Department. 

Recipients have been telephonically furnished contents of 
teletype. Task Force personnel have been advised addresses of 
offices and appropriate FBI personnel to contact. Recipients 
have been instructed to refer any questions concerning the 
revie! to.Deputy Assistant Director J. o. Ingram, who is 
coor~inating the review for the Intelligence Division or SA J. T. 
Aldhizer. 

Folsom denied our request to restrict review of Levison 
fil€ to himself only. By letter dated 7/29/76, we recommended 
to Assistant Attorney General Pottinger, Civil Rights Division 
that access to Levison's file be restricted and that the 
Attorney General support our position in writing. 

APPROVED~ · ,~·• · · Ext. Affairs ..•• -••- .· Latlorato,.Y ••• :_,.;,...... 
Fin. & Pers.......... { Legal Coun .......... - ... 

Assoc. Dir................. a-1•~1u & E I 
Gan. Inv.. . ,:s:.r. l"1 Plan. va ········•···• Dep. AD Adm ........ . 

Dep. AD Inv............ Ide· t •.• Rec, Mgmt ..•••..•••••••. 

Asst. Dir.: lns~e·~~:~~t~ Specj Inv. 
Adm. Serv ...•.••.•• ".. lnte11·:::1.~.7"~' Train ng __ 
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This is a copy of the document found in the FOIA file. The original document was not in the file. 
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• 

FROM 

84 

o.r10HA, fO&M NO, t• 

: :--..:: ::!:. ::,': 111•11.. /.{ 

UNITED -STATES G<..,:, ;,;,,KNMENT 

Memorandum 
/uuc,Ow._ 
l),p. AO A_,.__ 
Otp, AD i,..,, _ 

Aul, Di.:, .~ ... , .... _ 
~•, . . E••· ""•••• -

i. 

DATE! . 9/22/76 "'::&~~.- =·~ ····'"~-· 
1 - Mr. 
1 Mr .. 
1 Mr. 
1 Mr. 
1 - Mr. 
1 - Mr. 
1 Mr. 
1 Mr. 
1 - Mr. 

. ,14•••· "-tr/ I Held . • lnsp,ctl~ =;,- ·. · i 
Ad . . '"""·---- . ams . . Lo~0tet.., ·_ .. _ _-

Ga 11 a ghe r · •tL,,-•c-._ 
O'Connell 1" 1••-& ~ ... ,._ 
Peelman ·,1o, ... , ... __ 

Sp,e.e-. __ 

Helterhoff ~~~-·-
Ingram Tol,pl, ..... "··-

Mintz Olrtcfor '-•'~/ 

Aldhizer · -1~~ ,4_.,_.LJ,0.- 1 · .. 

PURPOSE: To advise that the Task Force Leader of the Office· 
of Professional Responsibility, u. s. Department of 

Justice (USDJ), which office is presently reviewing the FBI . 
investigation of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., was advised on·.' 
9/22/?6, of the location of information in Bufi;e 44-~886;,. :-, ,J 
relative to the reported basis for a new House investigation.:~. 
of the assassination of Dr. King. The Civil Rights Division-~ 
(CRD), USDJ, was also advised on .9/22/76 of our previous · 
investigative results. '·· ·· 

·SYNOPSIS: This case pertains to the assassination of 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., on 4/4/68. James Earl 

Ray pled guilty to this murder and presently is in local 
confinement. As set forth in a J. s. Peelman to Mr. Gallagher 
memorandum, dated 9/21/76, the U.S. House of Representatives 
has· created a select committee to investigate the assassinations 
·of President John F. Kennedy and Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.• 
Reported basis foi House investigation of Dr. King deals with' 
the ordered removal of Edward Redditt, Memphi·s Police Officer, 
from King security on day of his death due to the reported . : :. . 
attempt on life of Redditt' s family. Order for his removal ' • ·. · 11 j 
attributed to Memphis Fire and Police Director Frank Holloman 1 ~,;R_-· 
(retired Special Agent of FBI). Reported basis also deals ~ 
with "sudden transfer" of two black firemen, including Floyd· •· 
Newsum, from fire house across the street from motel where . ,·. · · 
King was shot. These allegations re removal of Redditt and .. ~ 
the firemen previously investigated by FBI in 1968 and . 
19 69 and the pertinent results were furnishe<;l to the USDJ ., · •. 
On 9/22/76, Mr. Fred G. Folsom, Jr., Task Force Leader of the; 

HNH:bam (10) , REC 12' 1,/\; .· _;/~/ · / /.,~:•.k.f Jf r .... , . ~<) . .~ 

t-3~~61 , , c} ~ CONTINUED ~-,:~R :~·;t{;rl~ 
.. • .. ,. ,-~· . .. . . 03;; ::$.z= . 
4 \976. B11y U.S. Savings Bonds Reg~darly on ·the Payroll Savings Plan. _,-~ ►ooJ;{f/ 
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~ .. ,,~..::::;..:.:.:}':_<~~ ~~· .. ,t~ .... 

~r~~Nt~ Mr •. Gallaghe~ O'f f~ 
~~Ice. of Professional Responsibility, USDJ, which officie iJ ;·:;.} .. L . 
presently ~reviewing the FBI investigation of Dr. King, was·· . . ~" ~ ,. · 
advLsed of the location of this information in Bufile 
44 -38861. Mr. Folsom advised the Task Force was already ~ .. ;i'.O:. :· 
aware of these allegations and had already looked into · · · · 
this matter. The CRD, USDJ, was also advised on 9/22/76 of 
ou.r previous investigative results. 

RECOMMENDATION: For information. 

J'\f A 

,,fL 
APPROVED: Ext. Affairs_. __ _ 
Assoc. Dir •... - .• ~ fi'l. & Fi::-rs ....••••• \ 

Oep. f,O A~r;- C:m. I ·v .. gp.:.~.rir. 
Dep. AD ln,r·-..l.~\I\ hit' :!. ..... .(/._. ___ _ 

Asst. Dir.: · '' ln~~,.~:ion ... - •• --
Adm. S~rv···-·-·- lnteU.: ..•...• -·-··-

L:,boratory .•• ...:._ · 
Leg~I Coun.: ••• _ 
Pian. r.. (val._. ___ , ., 

R::~. Mgmt •.••• ....;_;,_ .•··· . 
S,:-ec. Inv •.••••• -.........: 
Training. _____ ·• . 

DETAILS: This case pertains to the assassination of Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr., on 4/4/68. James Earl Ray pled. -~­

~ guilty to this murder and presently is in local confinement. ·. ·· 

As set forth in a J. S. Peelman to Mr. Gallagher 
memorandum, dated 9/21/76, an article in the "Washington Post," 
9/18/76, reported that the U. s. House of Representatives has 
created a select committee to investigate the assassination of 
President John F. Kennedy and Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. The 
reported basis for the House investigation of Dr. King deals. _, 
with the ordered removal of Edward Redditt, a Memphis Police •. ,.: .... 
Officer, from the King security on the day of his death due to ; :· 
a reported attempt on t'he life of the Redditt family~ .·• · .. ~. 
The order for his removal was attributed to the Memphis Fire . 
and Police Director, Frank Holloman (retired Special Agent of~~: 
the FBI). The repbrted basis also.deals with the "sudden · · 
transfer" of two black firemen, including Floyd Newsum, from a 
fire house across the street from the motel where King was shot. 

The allegations re the removal of Redditt and the 
firemen were previously investigated by the FBI in 1968 and· 
1969 and the pertinent results were ·furnished to the Department: 

.. { " 
- ·. ,., ' 

·.,. , ' ~ ·. . ~. 

~ _. •. -. :1·. . 
. ' -~ ,,, . . 

. '', . ;· . :.;'., '"~~: 
• < ' ,· ~ 

2 DETAILS OVER 

I 

i 

I 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



randum to Mr. Gallagher 
MURKIN 

. -A~.-.."llf.~--..,,~~-.;.i:_ -· 

You were advised in the J. s. Peelman to Mr. Gallagher 
memorandum dated 9/21/76, that the CRD would be advised ·,, 
of our previous investigative results and that the Task "· "•-•'·",=·"' 

Force Leader of the Office of Professional Responsibility, 
USDJ, which is presently reviewing the FBI investigation 
of Dr. King, would be advised of the location of this · 
information·in Bufile 44-38861, the FBI civil rights 
assassination file. The Task Force has complete access 
to 44-38861 in connection with its review. 

On 9/22/76, Mr. Fred G. Folsom, Jr., Task Force. 
Leader, was referred to serials 5197, 5387, 5531, 5533, 
and 5557, of 44-38861, which reflect the information and 
our investigative results re the Redditt firemen \•.··•-.··•~.---.,-_.,,,.1,~:~-·--;~;-::~. 

allegations. 

Mr. Folsom advised the Task Force was already 
aware of these allegations and had already looked into 
this matter. 

The CRD, USDJ, was also advised on 9/22/76, 
of ou; previous investigative results •. · 
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