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 OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
JULY 1973 EDITION
“SSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6

"UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

MQ - Memorandum

TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) DATE: 12/6/76
W : SAC, KANSAS CITY (44-760) RUC
me-»-—-\\g

! (MURKIN /

e
o Re Bureau teletype to Sacramento 12/2/76; Kansas
a4 City teletype to Bureau 12/3/76.

2 copies self-explanatory LHM re WILLIAM SIMPONIS.

L., 14 - L9 /r/’

Enclosed for Bureau are 4 copieggz:d for Memphis

8 (030 €€

9161

#4 ;,»‘ f M\‘-.‘
STygg N

<:j;:Bure (Enc.
Memphls (Enc.
1 Kansas City

BJC:jrt
(5)

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan

| 5010-110
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Kansas City, Missouri
In Reply, Please Refer to

File No. December 3, 1976

WILLIAM B. SIMPONIS

On December 3, 1976, Bill Walinow, Federal
Records Center, Kansas City, Missouri, made available
for review file pertaining to William B. Simponis,
Medical Center for Federal Prisoners (MCFP), Springfield,
Missouri #P-827-H.

Simponis was sentenced August 12, 1966, in
District of Utah, Salt Lake City, Utah, for violation of
the National Motor Vehicle Transportation Act. He was
convicted under Section 4246, Title 18, U.S. Code, having
been found incompetent to stand trial. He was committed
to the MCFP August 21, 1966, and released January 27, 1968,
to return to court and again committed to MCFP March 2, 1968.
Simponis died at 12:10 a.m., July 14, 1968, cause of death
a¢éute respiratory illness. .

File disclosed Simponis was incarcerated at
Salt Lake County Jail, Salt Lake City, Utah, July 26, 1966-
August 19, 1966, and again on January 29, 1968.

The file further disclosed on March 2, 1968,
Simponis requested to correspond with one Freddie Martinez,
Route 1, Box 403, Orchard Park, Canon City, Colorado, and
also on March 25, 1968, requested to correspond with one
Jimmie W. Ray, 492 Clarice Drive, Memphis, Tennessee.
Both were approved, however, the file contained no
correspondence. )

On April 1, 1969, one Jimmie W. Ray, P.0O. Box 6,
Olive Branch, Mississippi, made inquiry through MCFP re
William B. Simponis. Ray was advised on April 3, 1969, of
Simponis' death.
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UN{TED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Kansas City, Missouri

In Reply, Please Refer to

File No.

December 3, 1976

WILLIAM B. SIMPONIS

On December 3, 1976, Bill Walinow, Federal
Records Center, Kansas City, Missouri, made available
for review file pertaining to William B. Simponis,
Medical Center for Federal Prisoners (MCFP), Springfield,
Missouri #P-827-H.

Simponis was sentenced August 12, 1966, in
Distriet of Utah, Salt Lake City, Utah, for violation of
the Nrtional Motor Vehicle Transportation Act. He was
convicted under Section 4246, Title 1B, U.8. Code, having
been found incompetent to stand trial. He was committed
to the HCFP August 21, 1866, and released January 27, 1968,
to return to court and again committed to MCFP March 2, 1968.
S8imponis died at 12:10 a.m., July 14, 1968, cause of death
acute respiratory illness.

File disclosed Simponis was incarcerated at
S8alt Lake County Jail, Salt Lake City, Utah, July 26, 1966~
August 19, 1966, and again orn January 28, 1968,

The file further disclosed on March 2, 1968,
Simponis requested to correspond with one Freddie Martinez,
Route 1, Box 408, Orchard Park, Canon City, Colorado, and
also on March 25, 1968, requested to correspond with one
Jimmie W. Ray, 492 Clarice Drive, Memphis, Tennessee.
Both were approved, however, the file contained no
correspondence.

On April 1, 19€9, one Jimmie W. Ray, P.0O. Box 6,
Olive Branch, Mississippi, made inquiry through MCFP re
Willjam B, Simponis. Ray was advised on April 3, 1969, of
Simponis' death,
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Kapsas City, Missouri

In Reply, Please Refer to

File No.

December 3, 1976

WILLIAM B. SIMPONIS

On December 3, 1876, Bill Walinow, Federal
Records Center, Kansas City, Missouri, made available
for review file pertaining to William B. Simponis,
Medical Center for Federal Prisoners (MCFP), Springfield,
Missouri #P-827-H.

Simponis was sentenced August 12, 1966, in
District of Utah, Salt Lake City, Utah, for vieolation of
the National Motor Vehicle Transportation Act. He was
convicted under Section 4246, Title 18, U.8. Code, having
been found incompetent to stand trial. He was committed
to the MCFP August 21, 1966, and released January 27, 1968,
to return to court and again committed to MCFP March 2, 1868,
Simponis died at 12:10 a.m., July 14, 1968, cause of death
acute respiratory illness.

File disclosed Simponis was incarcerated at
Salt Lake County Jail, Salt Lake City, Utah, July 26, 1966-
August 19, 1966, and again on January 28, 1968,

The file further disclosed on March 2, 1968,
S8imponis requested to correspond with one Freddie Martinez,
Route 1, Box 403, Orchard Park, Canmon City, Colorado, and
also on March 25, 1968, requested to correspond with one
Jimmie W. Ray, 482 Clarice Drive, Memphis, Tennessee.
Both were approved, however, the tile meatained no
correspondence,

On April 1, 19€6, one Jimmie W. Ray, P.O. Box 6,
Olive Branch, Mississippl, made inquiry through MCFP re
William B, Simponis. Ray was advised on April 3, 1869, of
Simponis' death.
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MASTER

1-4b (Rev. 7-2-74)

7

The following

is furnished

MASTER

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
IDENTIFICATION DIVISION
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20537

information from FBI record, NUMBER 698 404
OR OFFICIAL USE ONLY,

MASTER

Description and Related Data:

Race:

Sex:

Height:

Weight:

Hair:

Eyes:

Date and Place of Birth:

Scars and Marks:

Address:

W
M
72"
163

brn

brn

Occupation: chef

Social Security Number:

II scar over left eye

(in 1966) San Fran CA

unk

RETAIN THIS COPY FOR YOUR FILES,

Pll
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PH 44-1368

captioned matter. Mrs. EBERLY then inquired if the

FBI maintained files. She was advised that this was correct
in certain matters. She then indicated that she was an
informant.

Mrs. EBERLY then sitated that she had been con-
tacted in 1968, on two different occasions, once by a
single agent and once by two agents. She then mentioned
the fact that SA HINDES was not present at either of those
contacts. Mrs. EBERLY was advised that it is not unusual
for Bureau personnel to be transferred on occasion and
that SA HINDES was not assigned to the area in 1968. 1In
addition, Mrs. EBERLY was unable to recall the names of
the agents who allegedly contacted her.

Mrs. EBERLY further commented that after she was
previously contacted by the FBI, she underwent psychiatric
and shock treatments.

Mrs. EBERLY then proceeded to berate SA HINDES
for his lack of knowledge of the pmevious contacts with her
and stated that she mentioned in her letter that she would
not speak with anyone without being certain as to his
ikntity. She then stated "I don't believe that yourrenan
agent". With this comment, she then picked up a newspaper
and proceeded to read it, indicating that she desired to
terminate the interview.

It would appear that Mrs. EBERLY suffers from some
type of a mental disorder and has acknowledged that she has
received treatment for this condition. It is quite possible
that she may direct additional correspondence to the Director.

In view of the foregoing information, the Philadelphia
Division does not contemplate any further contacts with
Mrs. EBERLY, UACB.

2%
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ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING

NOTE: Enclosed is one copy of a letter and envelope from
Mrs. Sarah B. Eberly dated 12/4/76, postmarked Lancaster,
Pennsylvania.

Our Philadelphia Office of the FBI advised the
following: '

The files of the Philadelphia Division fail to reflect
any information identifiable with Sarah B. Fberly.

The Lancaster Telephone Directory falls to contain
any listing for Sarah B. Eberly.

The Lancaster Suburban Directory sets forth a listing
for one Sarah B. Eberly at 460 Hawthorne Drive, Lancaster,
Pennsylvania. Before the agent could ring the bell, the
door was opened by a white female, approximately sixty years
of age. SA Hindes identified himself and displayed his
credentials and was immediately invited into the residence.

The above individual acknowledged that she was
Mrs, Sarah Eberly and she was asked if she had recently sent
a letter to the Director. She replied, "Didn't you check
ny fingerprints?" 1In response to an inquiry as to why it
would be necessary to check her fingerprints, she stated,
"I don't believe that you are an FBI Agent". SA Hindes then
permitted Mrs. Eberly to re-examine his credentials.

Mrs. Eberly then inquired as to the reason for
SA Hindes being at her residence. She was advised that the
Director desired to acknowledge the receipt of her letter and
cbtain any information she might have concerning the captioned
matter. Mrs. FEberly then inquired if the FBI maintained files.
She was advised that this was correct in certain matters. She
then indicated that she was an informant.

Mrs. Eberly then stated that she had been contacted in
1968, on two different occasions, once by a single agent and
once by two agents. She then mentioned the fact that SA Hindes
was not present at either of those contacts. Mrs. Fberly was
advised that it is not unusual for Bureau personnel to be
transferred on occasion and that SA Hindes was not assigned
to the area in 1968, 1In addition, Mrs. Eberly was unable to
recall the names of the agents who allegedly contacted her.
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ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING

Mrs. Eberly further commented that after she was
previously contacted by the FBI, she underwent psychiatric
and shock treatments.

Mrg. Eberly then proceeded to berate SA Hindes for
his lack of knowledge of the previous contacts with her
and stated that she mentioned in her letter that she would
not speak with anyone without being certain as to his
identity. She then stated, "I don't believe that you're
an agent"”. With this comment, she then picked up a news-
paper and proceeded to read it, indicating that she desired
to terminate the interview.

It would appear that Mrs. Fberly suffers from some
type of a mental disorder and has acknowledged that she has
received treatment for this condition. It is quite possible
that she may direct additional correspondence to the Director.

No further investigation is being conducted concerning
this letter from Mrs. Fberly unless specifically reguested
by the Department.

Cur files at FBI Headguarters also contain no infor-
mation identifiable with Mrs. Eberly.
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PAGE TWO NO 157-18673 CLEAR

DURING THIS PERIOD OF TIME SIMPONIS WROTE APPROXIMATELY
SIX TO EIGHT LETTERS ADDRESSED TO RAY AT THEN RAY'S
ADDRESS 492 CLARICE, MEMPHIS, TENN.

DURING THE FIRST PART OF 1968 THE EXACT DATE NOT
RECALLED BUT BELIEVED PROBABLY FROM JANUARY TO MARCH 1568
SIMPONIS WROTE ABOUT TWO LETTERS TO RAY FROM SALT LAKE
CITY, UTAH, WHERE SIMPONIS wWAS IN JAIL. IN THESE LETTERS
SIMPONIS TALKED ABOUT GETTING RELEASED FROM JAIL AND
PROPOSED THAT HE AND RAY GO INTO THE MOTEL BUSINESS IN
ELKC, NEVADA, WHERE SIMPONIS RELATED HE HAD A GIRLFIEND,

IN ONE OF THESE LETTERS SIMPONIS MENTIONED THE
NAME OF A FELLOW INMATE IN SALT LAKE CITY BY THE LAST
NAME OF MARTINEZ, FIRST NAME NOT RECALLED. SIMPCNIS TOLD
RAY THAT MARTINEZ WOULD BE GETTING OUT OF JAIL AND HEADING
EAST AND HE HAD FURNISHED MARTINEZ WITH.RAY'S NAME AND
ADDRESS IN MEMPHIS,

RAY RELATED HE BELIEVED THE TWO LETTERS HE RECEIVED
FROM SIMPONIS DURING SIMPONIS' INCARCERATION IN SALT
LAKE CITY WERE WRITTEN BY SIMPONIS. AS TO THE BEST OF

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE THREE NO 157-10673 CLEAR
RAY'S RECOLLECTION THESE LETTERS WERE HAND-PRINTED AND
ALl CORRESPONDENCE RAY RECEIVED FROM SIMPONIS WAS HAND-

PRINTED.
RAY RELATED THAT THE OTHER LETTERS WHICH HE RECEIVED

FRCM SIMPONIS WERE GENERAL IN NATURE IN THEIR CONTENT

AND RELATED TO LIFE IN PRISON IN REGARDS TO SIMPONIS AND

WHAT HE ANTICIPATED ON DOING WHEN HE WAS RELEASED.
JIMMIE WAYNE RAY RELATED THAT HE IS NOT RELATED 1IN

ANY MANNER TO JAMES EARL RAY aND HAS NEVER HAD ANY TYPE

OF ASSOCIATION WITH JAMES EARL RAY. LHM FOLLOWS.

BT
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RECEIVED
1.5, SECRET SERVICE

OTTIAN 7 Pi 5 05

LIAISON DIVISION
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ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL
CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION

ASSASSINATION OF
MARTIN LUTHER,KING, JR.

from our Cincimnati Office.

Also enclosed is a copy of FBI memorandum at Miami
dated 12/29/76, {(previously furnished to the Civil Rights
Divigion) and a copy of a letter to President CARTER with
its enclosure from ROBERT BYRON WATSON, furnished by U, S.
Secert Service. {(Refer to my memo 9/12/78).

All of the above mentioned material enclosed herein
was made available to the Qifice of Professional Respon-
sibility (OPR), U. S: D, J., for review on 1/24/77 and no
further request was made by OPR. No additional investigation
is being conducted per the enclosed unless specifically
requested by the Department. "'

g‘Ls« e{e?’ﬂ

NOTE'a Above mentioned made available to QPR
Task Force Attorneys JOSEPH GROSS, WILLIAM WHITE,
and JAMES KIECKLEFER for review on 1/24/717.

GROSS returned the material, requested no copies,
and made no further requestw@ﬁ

2‘
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