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A Six-Year Trail on James Earl Ray 
By Jeremiah O'Leary 

I S  believing that Ray's year of wandering and his 
THE CAKING OF AN ASSASSIN. The Life of James Earl Ray, by George getaway from Memphis were financed by funds he 

McMillan. Little. Brown & Co. $8.95. 318 pages. 

Reflecting on the tidal wave of assassination 
books that erupted after the 'murders of President 
John F. Kennedy, Dr. Martin Luther King and Sen. 
Robert F. Kennedy, it is a professional pleasure to 
encounter a volume that reflects a solid six years 
of original research instead of ivory tower thumb-
rsucking. 

It is especially timely that George McI illan is 
now in the book stores since a House Select Com-
mittee on Assassinations is  to embark on a 
full-scale investigation of the murders that shook 
I the world in the 19605. Mc\1 illan, unlike most of the 
assassination authors, did not rely almost wholly 
on the investigative work of such entities as the 
Warren Commission, the FBI and various police 
departments. 
McMillan immersed himself in the lives of the 

family and friends of James Earl Ray, certainly no 
pleasurable enterprise considering the skid-row! 
Tobacco Road milieu of the suspicious and amoral 
background of the man who killed America's fore-
most black leader. 

Instead of analyzing the official reports and the 
newspaper clippings and then coming up with star-
tling theories, spread wholesale as if they were 
facts, McM illan plunged into the world of James 
Earl Ray and stayed there with little surcease for 
years. The result is a sensitive and immensely re-
vealing story of the Midwestern background that 
spawned Ray and how he came to his fateful meet-
ing with King in Memphis, Tenn. in April, 1968. 

THE BOTTOM LINE, McMillan concludes, is 
that Ray acted alone in committing the assassina-
tion of Dr. King, that there was no conspiracy ex-
cept in the mind of the smalltime criminal who 
pulled the trigger. McMillan has found more than 
enough witnesses to the fact that Ray was con-
sumed with racial hatred and determined long be-
fore the final act that he committed in the convic-
tion that it was his mission in life to kill the "Big 
Nigger," as Ray called King. 
An important part of McMillan'S exhaustive re-

,.cncnflq for portiflg was to discover persuasive _reasons - 

/ 

---c1--

had available to him from his activities as a "mer-
- was in 

chant" of contraband in the last prison he 
before the murder. McMillan has managed to 
demonstrate persuasively that Ray had enough 
money to finance his pre-assassination odyssey 
and his escape to Canada and Europe without 
being bankrolled by anyone. 
But it is the psychological protrait of Ray and 

his antecedents that is so chilling. McMillan found 
Ray to be a product of the poor-white culture of the 
Mississippi river towns in which he grew up and an 
almost predestined fate to be outside the law from 
his earliest youth. McMillan found Ray to be a 
moderately intelligent man but one whose percep-
tions of society were warped by the Jukes-Kallikak 
family to which he belonged. 

HIS FATHER, "SPEEDY," and his mother, 
Ceal, were hopelessly in the grip of their urban 
hillbilly environment. His siblings and other rela-
tives were and are almost completely alienated 
from the mainstream of life. Given a windfall of 
money, the Ray family members preferred the 
sleazy slums or rural shacks in which they lived. 
Freed from prison, a Ray family member more 
often than not could barely stay at large any 
longer than it took to think of the next crime. 
Ray knew prisons all his life and he knew how to 

survive in them. He seems to have enjoyed the out-
side life of whores, cheap bars and slums in which 
he moved yet he always managed to get caught 
again as if the only real security for him was in-
side prison walls. Yet, Ray was not a stupid man. 
He was a sucker for the pipe dreams that came to 
him: his fascination with the Nazis, even when he 
saw them humbled in post-war Germany, and his 
attempts to improve his knowledge of law, bar-
tending and even ballroom dancing are cases in 
point. 

In retracing Ray's movements in the year he 
was at large before the slaying of King, McMillan 

si,n pnv was a cunning and resourceful 
j,JiUVO L'&%S - 

man. Ray, it seems, could have actually made it in 
the straight world if he had really tried but he ap-
pears to have become overcome with the obsession 
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1t0 kill King while he was in that most racist of 
prisons, Jefferson City, Mo. state pen. 

THIS IS NO STUDY of the manhunt and world-
wide investigation that led to Ray's capture in 
London airport. This book is really a John Gun-
therine attempt to get inside Ray and learn what 
•made him tick from the moment he was born. 
McMillan succeeds admirably. He incontrovertibly 
places Ray in a fringe of society that most of us do 
not even see and terrifies the reader with the 
knowledge that there are so many people in the 
U.S. to whom jails, violation of the law and squalor 
are a way of life. 
The appalling thing is that Ray contained within 

himself enough assets of intelligence and ambition 
to have crossed over into the straight world. I am 
no psychologist and therefore cannot entirely sub-
scribe to McMillan's idea that, in killing King, Ray 
was really committing parricide against his own 
'Jeter Lester-like father. I feel, on the basis of the 
McMillan dissection of James Earl Ray, that he 
'was a lawless bigot to whom it was a natural thing 
to plan and execute the murder of the civil rights 
leader. 
The House Select Committee, among others, 

should take the reporting of George McMillan into 
'account when it begins probing the murder of 
King. McMillan has done a good deal of the com-
mittee's work already when it comes to deciding 
whether the world knows all there is to know about 
Ray and why he set out to kill Dr. King and did so 
with nearly as much skill as the fictional "Jackal" 
of screen and novel. 
P This is a most important book, and incredibly 
timely, since the King assassination will soon be 
probed by a committee which does not have six 
years in which to reach a conclusion.O 
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Denial rlowfBenefitsui 
.1 

11 Divorcee-siJiiii1,. 

BJolin P'MacKenzie 
Washington Post Staff Writer 

Social Security laws that bestow 
some benefits on married women 
while denying them to divorced 
women were upheld yesterday by a 
unanimous Supreme Court. 

The court held that the laws, far 
from being irrational as a lower court 
had ruled, made a reasonable distinc-
tion between the economic circum-
stances of divorced and married 
women. 
"Divorce by its nature works a dras-

tic change in the economic and per-
sonal relationship between a husband 
and wife," Justice Potter Stewart 
wrote for the court. "Ordinarily it 
means that they will go their separate 
ways." 
Lawyers for Helen de Castro of Chi-

cago, who divorced her husband after 
more than 20 years of marriage, ar-
gued that the breakup increased her 
need for Social Security benefits, 
which were based on her former hus-
band's eligibility for old-age assist-
ance, for the care of their mentally 
disabled child who was in her custody. 

t
Mrs. de Castro, who was 56 when she applied for the aid, would have re-

ceived the benefit 
mained married, but the law with-
holds the payments from single 
women in her situation until they are 
62 years old. 

to 

Sttejected h?arguments, 
saying Congress could reasonably 
take into account such facts of life as 
that "a divorced wife need not forgo 
work in order to stay home to care for 
her disabled husband. She may not 
feel the pinch of the extra expenses 
accompanying her former husband's 
old age or disability. In short, di-
vorced couples typically live separate 
lives." 
The justice acknowledged that 

many divorced women suffer when 
their ex-husbands can't work and fall 
behind in alimony or child support 
payments. But, he said, "Congress was 
not constitutionally obligated to use 
the Social Security Act to subsidize 
support payments." 
He said the old age and disability 

program is designed to replace lost 
wage-earner income, not provide gen-
eral public assistance to the needy. 
The case did not produce any out-

ward split among the justices. Justice 
hurgood Marshall noted that he con-

curred only in the court's judgment 
and not necessarily the language of 
the opinion, but there was no dissent. 
Women's groups, some of which have 
expressed special concern for the 
hardships faced by divorced women, 
did not file legal briefs in the case. 

In other action: 

AID TO RELIGION 

With only Justice William J. Bren-
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nan objectifl, the court refused to 

hear a complaint by Americans 

lJnitid, an organization opposed to 

government aid to religion, that Mis-
government program of reimbursement to 

needy college students is uneonstitU' 

tional as applied to students in 

schools with religious affiliations. 

JAMES EARL RAY 

The court refused without comment 
to disturb the guilty plea and convic-

tion 

1 

 of James Earl Ray, who is serving 

a 99-year prison sentence for the as-
sassination of the Rev. Martin Luther 

King Jr. - 

It was the latest of several unsuc-
cessful attempts by Ray to withdraw 
his plea and contest the murder 
charge. Among his claims, rejected by 
lower federal courts, is that the plea 
was tainted by conflicts of interest 

p among defense lawyers who stood to 
gain from publication rights to his 

SEX DISCRIMINATION 

The court agreed to decide whether 
the Equal Employment O pportunity 
Commission can wait indefinitely to 
file suits charging employees wit" 
specific acts of sex or race bias or 
w hether it is bound by any statute of 
lim itations. Lower courts are split on 
the ISSUC. 

The court refused to hear the corn-
plaint of a Kentucky woman challeng-
ing the state's right to require her to 
ruse her married name on her driver's 
license. A divided Sixth U.S. Circuit 
Court of Appeals said it was bound tu 
eject her suit because of a brief, 

unexplained 1972 high court ruling in 

a similar case from Alabama. 

THREATS 

The court let stand the conviction 
of Russell Kelner, an officer of the 
Jewish Defense League, for threaten- I 
ing to assassinate Yasser Arafat, 

leader of the Palestine Liberation Or-
ganization. The threat came during a 

New York press conference in Novem-
ber 1974. Lawyers for Kelner said he 
co  not be convicted of the federal 
crime of causing his threat to cross 
state lines since the transmission was 
accomplished via television over 
which he had no control. Lower courts 
said Kelner violated federal law by 
taking action that had foreseeable in-
terstate 

I 

9 
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12/15/76 

AIRTEL 

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 
ATTENTION: BUDGET AND ACCOUNTING SECTION 

FINANCE AND PERSONNEL DIVISION 

FROM: SAC, DALLAS (100-11108) (RUC) 

SUBJECT: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
DEPARTMENTAL REVIEW; COST DATA 

Re Dallas airtel to the Bureau dated 10/26/76. 

The following costs were incurred by the Dallas 
Office in connection with the above-captioned matter during 

October, 1976: 

1. Manpower: HENRY E. LUX, JR., GS-3, Step 1, 
10 hours regular time; SA JAMES W. ANDERTON, 
GS-13, Step LO, two hours regular time; 

2. Unusual Costs: Xerox paper, $2.23 

No costs were incurred by the Dallas office in 
connection with this investigation during November, 1976. 
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