TELETYRE 1 - Mr. Gallagher
1 - Mr. Ingram
PRIORITY

CLEAR 12/14/76

1l - Mr. Deegan
1 - Mro La
FM DIRECTOR (100-106670) 1 - Mr. Thggnton
1 - Mr. Leavitt
TO BALTIMORE PRIORITY
i BT
!tj CLEAR
' ATTN: C-6 BN
//) )‘ /‘( / ’ 4 \\."

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

REBUTEL TO ALL OFFICES DATED JULY 28, 1976, WHICH SET
FORTH BACKGROUND INFORMATION CONCERNING REVIEW OF OUR
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. INVESTIGATIONS BY R TASK FORCE OoF
THE OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY (OPR), DEPARTMENT

’ OF JUSTICE (DOJ).

PURPOSE OF THIS TELETYPE IS TO ALERT BALTIMORE
REGARDING PLANS OF OPR TASK FORCE PERSONNEL TO VISIT THAT
OFFICE TO CONTINUE REVIEW OF OUR KING INVESTIGATIONS.

ON DECEMBER 15, 1976, TASK PORCE PERSONNEL MR, JEFF
COVERT AND MS. HOPE BYRNE WILL ARRIVE AT THE BALTIMORE
OFFICE, THEY DESIRE TO REVIEW KING ASSASSINATION FILES

(MURKIN) , THE INTELLIGENCE INVESTIGATION OF KING, AND ALL

&1/- 44-38861 Q“\\Q\Q U" 4// -5 {/// / -

VRT:cjl (9)/1'{\;;;\\(:’ c‘as /SEE NOTE PAGE 3 . . 48 JE( .7 976
TS AN e .
\i\g{l'“)\‘c‘\ O %\ . — *
\/ "\?\\“ q -7 RS od
Y\\\’&S\ N “r' LA .‘QQITTED
"%\ \"Q )] \ﬂm U\AL
8 4 DEC2 3 1976 UJIQ
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PAGE TWO 100-106670 CLEAR

KING RELATED SECURITY FILES, INCLUDING "COMMUNIST
INFILTRATION OF SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP COUNCIL, ™
COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN RACIAL MATTERS," AND CPUSA - NEGRO
QUESTION."

IT IS NOTED THAT ALL PERSONNEL ON THE TASK FORCE ARE
AUTHORIZED TOTAL ACCESS TO PERTINENT FILES AND SUBFILES AT
FBIHQ AND IN THE FIELD REGARDING INVESTIGATION OF KING, HIS
FAMILY MEMBERS, AND ASSOCIATES, THIS WILL INCLUDE COVER
PAGES OF COMMUNICATIONS CONTAINING IDENTITIES OF SOME FBI
SOURCES AND INFORMANTS WHO WERE NOT AFFORDED SYMBOL NUMBERS
AT THAT TIME AND INDIVIDUALS WHO EXPRESSED OR IMPLIED
CONFIDENTIALITY. INFORMANT FILES ARE NOT TO BE MADE
AVAILABLE WITHOUT PRIOR FBIHQ AUTHORITY.

BALTIMORE ASSIGN COORDINATOR TO HANDLE LIAISON WITH
TASK FORCE PERSONNEL AND PROVIDE OFFICE SPACE IN WHICH
TO CONDUCT REVIEW. CONFIRM THEIR ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE
BY TELETYPE AND KEEP FBIHQ ADVISED OF SIGNIFICANT
DEVELOPMENTS.

BT
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PAGE THREE 100-106670 CLEAR

NOTE: The Attorney General has ordered a review of our
King investigations. It is to be conducted by a task
force of OPR and is a continuation of a previous review
by the Civil Rights Division of the DOJ.

Baltimore has been telephonically furnished contents
of teletype. Task Force personnel have been advised concerning
address of Baltimore Office and appropriate FBI personnel to
contact. Baltimore has been instructed to refer any questions
concerning the review to Deputy Assistant Director J. 0. Ingram
or SA V. R. Thornton.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

cansmit the following in

FB!

12/9/76

Date:

(Type in plaintext or code)

Via LTRTTL
(Priority)
———————————————————————————————————————————— ~——-L———“-—--
€
T0: W?fﬂ::z?:;‘ , 72T
'/ ATUTITTON:  BUDGIT AN AGCOTNTING SZCTION g&g
PINANCE AND PTRSGNVEL DIVISION

! - . AT A

~ FROM: 34C, CIARLOTTE (179-19078) (™)

1 - ".ra

SHC 15

(2)
Approved:

QUBIEST:  MARTIT LUTHER "INC JR.
:?.‘.‘?TTTTT%J R Ir";‘
COST DAT .
A
Re Bureau teletype to 4ll SACs, 8/6/7
1, MANPOWTE '
None URRLAN
2, TNUSTTAL C0STS3 .‘
Noae R ! Jl ,h
SRS TP w’u
e
. /// // Fre 1’/
NOT RECORSHG
JEC 21 1976
/e Aacted EdESee 17 DEC\1 1976

)3/

b
<

Sent M Per

84 DEC28 1976

Special Agent in Charge

# U, &. COVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1562 C - 316-000 (11}
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TELETYPE

URGENT
CLEAR 12/15/76
4
& [’( /J—I
\ FM DIRECTOR (44-38861) 1 - Mr. Helterhoff

TO MEMPHIS (44-1987) URGENT
BT

_CLEAR
Cj;yﬁuaxig>
" REBUTEL DECEMBER 10, 1976, AND YOUR TELETYPE DECEMBER 14,
1976.

OBTAIN ANY ADDITIONAL INFORMATION MRS. BETTY RAY BRASHEAR
MAY HAVE AS TO THE SPECIFIC LOCATION OF JIMMY WAYNE RAY IN
NEW ORLEANS AND SET OUT APPROPRIATE LEAD TO HAVE JIMMY WAYNE

RAY INTERVIEWED IN ACCORDANCE WITH INSTRUCTIONS IN REBUTEL.
BT

(df a’”g SEE NOTE PAGE TWO.

s DEC £ 72
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Assoc. Dir.

Asst. Dir.:
Adm. Serv.
Ext. Affairs
Fin. & Pers.
Gen. Inv.
Ident.
Inspection
Intell.
Laboratory —
Legal Coun.
Plan. & Eval. —
Rec. Mgnt.
Spec. Inv.
Training

Telephone Rm. ___

Director Sec'y . MAIL ROOM[ ]  TELETYPE UNIT ‘ﬁ% BN
s

8 4 DEC 2 8 1976

Dor AD v COMMUNICATIONS SECTION=—— =~ ~=~='
eC. 15 1976

FBI/DOJ
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PAGE TWO MEMPHIS CLEAR

NOTE: This is the Civil Rights assassination investigation
of Martin Luther King, who was killed on 4/4/68 in Memphis,
Tennessee. James Earl Ray pled guilty to this murder and
presently is in local confinement.

Alfred William Martinez has made allegations that
while incarcerated with Simponis in 1966-1967, he wrote
letters to James Earl Ray in Memphis, Tennessee, for
Simponis and Simponis told Martinez to go to Memphis when he
got out and contact Ray to pull off a big job. Martinez
states he never went. From investigation conducted to date,
it appears the only time Simponis and Martinez were incarcerated
together at Salt Lake County Jail was from either 1/29/68 to
3/2/68 or from 2/13/68 to 3/2/68. Prison records reflect
one Jimmie W. Ray of Memphis, Tennessee, was on correspondence
list of Simponis in 1968.

By Butel 12/10/76, Memphis instructed to locate and
interview Jimmie W. Ray. By teletype 12/14/76, Memphis
advised Mrs. Betty Ray Brashear advised her brother,

Jimmy Wayne Ray, previously resided at address listed on

correspondence list. Memphis discontinued investigation

and this instructs Memphis to have Jimmy Wayne Ray inter-
viewed.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Adams
Mintz

E-113a (Rev. 3-21-73) - Galiagher

Leavitt
Ingram

1 - Mr. Deegan

1 - Mr. Aldhizer

Intelligence Division

INFORMATIVE NOTE

6/21/76

Date

Attached advises that the Department
Task Force of the Office of Professional
Responsibility (OPR), now in Memphis
reviewing Martin Luther King assassinatiop
files of that office, desires to interview
Supervisor Joe C. Hester of Memphis who
was case agent during the assassination.
Request of Task Force is in accord with
Attorney General's instructions pertain-
ing to the King review which is to
include personnel interviews as well as
access to files. FBIHQ interposes no
objection to interview and accordingly
Hester will be interviewed 6/23/76.

If you approve Memphis will be
telephonically advised to instruct Hester
to record his account of the interview in|
summary form and submit to FBIHQ by
letterhead memorandum and cover airtel.

This matter has been coordinated with
SA R. F. Olmert of Legal Counsel Division
and SA E. J. McDonough of the General
Investigative Division.

JTA:lek
APPROVED: ,% Affairs... Laboratory..........L..
A &ﬁn~

Assoc. Dir.. . Fin. & Pers....... Legal Coun
/._, Dep. AD Ad T Gen. Inv.......... Plan. & Eval..........|..
Dep. AD Invy) —fﬁm Ident.. ... Rec. Mgmt........._.| L.

' Asst. Dir.: Ins pec. INVeveeeeeeil.
J’CP Adm. Servi.___  Intéll. wkﬁbmming S

D o

-,
7
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Il §ind ey
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X0 44-767 PARE THO AL, .7
ACITT RTQPIRATORY TLLMESS,
FILT DTSCLOSED SI¥PONIC INCARCERATED SALT LAXE CITY
COUNTY JaTL, SALT LAXF CITY, UTAH FRONM JULY 26, 1966 TUPC ¢H
AIE, 19, 1984 AND AGAIN ON JAN, 29, 1$69,
FTLE DISCLOSED ON MAR, 2, 1968, SIMPONISQ BECUESTED TN
CNARPTEPOND wITH ONT FREDDIF MAPTINEZ, BT, 1, BOX 403, NRCUASD
PAR¥, CANON CITY, COLO,, AND AL ) ON MA®, 25, ]9€% PEQVESTED
TN CORPTEPOMD WITY ONE JIMMIE W, RAY, 49 CLAPICF DP,, MEMPHIS,
TTNR, ©OTY WFRF APPROVED, HOWEVER, FILE CONTAINMS NO COPPESPOMMENCE,
AN APRIL |, 1969, ONT JIMMIE ¥, PAY, PO, 20X §, OLIVE
PPANCH, MTSSISSIPPI, MADE INQUIRY TWRONCY MCFP RF wILL IaM B,
cTMPOM Tg, PAY WAS ADVTSED APRIL 3, 1969 OF SIMPANIS' DEATH,
MEMPU TS, AT MEMPHIS, TENN,, ATTFMPT TN DETERMINE IF JIMMIE
11, RAY, AS SET FORTW ARBOVE, COILD 2F INTNT TCAL TO JAMES EARL DAY,
ATR MATL COPITE FOR TNFQ FIRNISFED SACRAMENTO p¥D SALT
LAYXT CITY,
LEM FOLLOYS,

BT
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) _ ( Assoc. Dir. .
. e Dep. AD Adm.___
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MITMDUT C PR IORITY

SALT LAYF CITY (£4-253) TFOUTIME

=T mpTTL, nTC, 2, 1974,

[]
o pTe, 7, 1976, ALFRED UTLL IANM MAPTINFZ, €07 COZFNCOOD €T,
1 TaT GACRAMFNTO, CALIT,, PUOVE 370-7790, 1'AC INTERVTIVEN I8 DEPTH

AT 1471 11TV pUR,, SOCPAMERTO, CALTF,, MUERE MHF WACS WORVING TUAT

nNATT
NAT. poe
i A

¥ARTINEZ ADVTISED HT 11pS IN SALT LAXE COUNTY JATL FOP TWO ¢¥0

i —

sy wd AELTIEC L~
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- N Yo ‘_E(‘ 2::'\ o
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84 DEC3 01976 M
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CAFF'T(“q q(,‘ lry"ti’_l{()—, CL‘T:QP
CONMTLUALE TQ TUWRET MOMNTHCS I WAT HE EEL IZVES wpS LAST Pe®T OF
1962 NP TARLY 19¢7,
MART TNE7 ADYV ICTD DURTINA TUTIS TINCARCERAT ION HET RFCAMT

TEITMRLY U TTH W ILLIAM SIMPONTS, WE ARVIGE

J

SIMPONIS WAS ILL "1ITY
SwopyaTwa  aNn AT GTMPONIS' TRGUEST NASTINEZ WROTE SEVESAL LETTFOS
ENT wiw, UT ANV ISFD WE UROTE APPROXIMATELY TUPEF LETTERS A WFFY
DIPING THE ENTIER PERIOD KE 1AS INCAPCERFATFD, TO AN IND TVIDIAL
INENTIFTIFEN ac J AaMIQ RaY AND EAPL PAY BY SIMPONIC
MATLTY TUESE LETTEPS TO YEWMPWIS, TONNESSEE, 29T WS COILD HOT
PTNENRIP TUE ADDREST,  YART INFZ ADUISED ME UAD XFPT A GUDF BOX
WLL 0 LETTFRS MF RECTIVED FROM S4Y AND SOMI ITEMS WHICH PT1LONETD
TO SIvBONTG,  MERTINEZ ADVISED THO OF THESE LETTEPS WERT
£DNT TEAFN TO WIM a¥) TUF REST T SIVPONIS, WT ADVISFD HT LOST
TuTe” ITTMe TONR OR FIYE YEARS AGO 4ND HAS NOT OEEN ARLT T0
LACATE Tuom, :

MARTINE7 ADVISFD THE CONTENTS OF TFE LETTERS USHALLY
COMETSTTR OF TNFO AROIT WUEN STMPANIS WAS COTNR TO 65T OUT OF
JATL AYD MO TUEY HOWD GET TORFT WES, MARTTNEZ CAMNOT TUINK OF

ANWY QTHUTP TOPIC G ABROUT MU ICH WS WEATE,

MART INE7 HAS TOLD BY SIMPONIS THAT HE SHOULD CONTACT 22V

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



CART TURET ot (7 427 1 CLEAE

WoETHouT o e0T O1T OF JaTL AND “THAT TUTY HAD £ JOR C£OTNE ONg THTY
POULR MTER COME UTL P 08 1Ty THAT T Cou!_a MOKE QUITE A BIT OF
FONTY 0¥ TT AN T WONLDNTT HAYS TO WORRPY ATOIT WORYK aAny Mopr »
SIwPOnIe MEYER INENTIFIED ANY VICT TMS OF Sy A PLAN,  UVE 2DUISED
FImMRar TS WATEN RLACY PEQOPLE YERY MUCH BUT 4T NEYSR MENT JONED
MART Tv  LUTW TR M ING, JP,, OF ANY OTHER BLACKS SPECIFICALLY THAT

uT EQULD FEMEMBER,

MAPT INTZ ANV ICTD WHEN VE 20T QUT OF JAIL SIVMPOMIC GAUR HIW
T WUPET LETTFRS YWRITTEM BY SGIMPONIC TO RE MAILEDN TO RAY, MART INET
ANUTCRTD UT nIn NOT BFAD CONTENTS QF TVHECSE LETTERCS 20T HE NIn S7un
TUTM, MAPT INT7 ADYICED HE HAS TO MATINTATHN CONTACT WITH sIMPAMT S,
HUQ T fULD ADU TSR VI TQ A0 TO MEYPUIS AT A SPECIFTIER TIMES AND
TUAT STMPOYWTIS HONLD WeYE MATLED A PICTIPE OF MARTIMEZ TO RPAY FOT

PriRe Qe AT INENTIF ICAT ION, WHEN THIS OCCURRED, FAY WAS TN MEET

MAST IMTZ AT MENMPUTC ATRPORT ON A DFGIGYATED DATE, MARPT TMET

AU TSETR UFT MEYFR CONTACTED SIMPONMIS AFTER HE GOT 29T OF Jall 1M
cAlLT LAYE CITY AMD A2 ARPESTER FOP BEyRELARPY IM CaNYONM CITY,
COLAFRADN, AND SENT TO COLORADO STATW PRICOM FROM MpY 2 €, 1967,
PNTIL TUE LAST OF 1947,

MART TNEF7 TIRTUTR ADVICED UE WPATE LFTT

L

]

e FOR SIMPONIS TO
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PAET TOUR S0 1704 CLEAF

OTYER TEDTVINIALS, WE INEMT IFIED TVICE TMDTVIDTALR AS JFRANNSTTS

bt

¢rQTT, RINL FRIEND OF SIMPOMIS, PIONEER HOTEL, 342 SIFTW STREET

b

TLYO, YTUADA (MARTINFZ STTVMED TO PECOLLECT SAATT WAS PART 0NWnTT
A7 TUTE UATTL AwD wp€ SUPPOSEN TO HAUR LAPCEE CALLTCT ION NF RUNG) s
LILLTA® SCUIRTTP, |274 “EeT STREET, POSSIPLY FLYA, WTUaDaA, PyONT

TT2-79063 ¥ ALINPT SOLTATTS, 179¢ MEST 2T W, PASSTALY FL¥C, “TUADA,
PUNYE TT3-2X€]73 AND NICY STWPANTC, GAPDENA, CALIF,, PUINT £34-F747

(PEQTHSS OF TILLIAM STMPOMT S, STRERT ATDRZSC NOT wNOwWwY)

MARTTNTZ TS MTXICAN MALF, S°9" 0 |57 LPS,

’ RLACK HATR & 2EguM

’

Ry Te, nQPY JUNT 98 1944, CANYON CITY, COLOEADA, FRT MO, f397LC,

seo [N :oocvcc €77 croEmions <TRETT, nIST saceanTrT,
PETUTMN S pDNRFSSES 3427 42T M STREST, SACRAMENTO; 1651 TLLIMOIS
PUTINT oANYON CITY, COLORATO; CURRENTLY 0% FPORAT 10N FOP DP UMY
NEIYVINE nuaRAFRe,
¥APTINR7 ADVISEN MT MORS WOT KNOW IF IWD WIDUAL PIFSPRTD TO
A€ ) AMTe QR TAPL RAY TS INTNTICAL TO JaMEQ FARL FAY COMYICTSD IW
¥IENTT QF MARTIN LUTUFR YINe, JR,
NENUTE AT £ANYON CITY BEUITW COLOPADO STATT PRISON ©TCORPDQ
TOF MAFTINEZ FOR POSSISLE LTAY PIPPOSES RF

AT ING TO SIMPONTIS NP RAY,

L#ée VERAS AT FLKO ATTFMPT TO LOCA SCHIPTER 4D

=
i
N
Q
3
3
-
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SACT ETYR S o170/ 7 CLEAD
SALTATFS T INTERYTEN FOR A4y TNFO PERT INENT T THET® COMNECT 0V,
0P FONNTETION OF rILLTI A SIMPONIS, WITH JAMES FARL SAY OB .
CAPTIONED wATTER,

Lne AWEGELEES AT GARDENA ATTEMPT TO CONTACT AKD INTERVIFW MTCY
SIMPOY IS RT TUFE AROVE CONNECT IONS AND CAPT IONED MATTER,

Lu¥ FOLLOYWS,
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SRR TN Assoc. Dir.,
Dep. AD Adm.—

;—;--, - A:’“ Al Dep. AD Inve——
D._u 10 19 9 Asst. Din.: -

. ,.PL) Adm. Sary,
wipe o eI T : Ext. Affairs —
M/ o Eocaad dd s Pin. & Dorg
Gen. Iav. ﬁ
MTOAeD 24517457 > D) Tt .
t %4 M, i
P2 Ur !'\ a '((\ L v_] 1_. A€ C CU Lcgzal Coun.

Plan, & Inspi.———

Ree, Mgt. .
neowe S. & T. Serv.——

Spee. Inv.
. D 1717487 NTO 78 Training ——oe—
2 1717457 Lo 7 ( Telephone Rm, —

Niregtor’s Sec’y—

T WMTVDY

S (44-12FT7) ()

TO RIREQTOD (44-37951) INRITY

NRNVES PRIORITY

KANSAg CITY PRINPITY

SACPAMTNTN (| AP=427) S3INRITY ;‘

.

LAaKT CITY (177-11668) 2PIOPITY

\

»

.\\ o H
AT SACPAMTNTO TTLTTYRPT, DICRYIE= 9, 1276,
. TR RETTL L pnae o
ALL OFFICES NISCONTI T INVESTIZATIOM 29rnrfafen Iv =

RTRTPTYATN TELTTYDT

RURTAL SHZULD HOTT THAT ALFRED WILLIAWM YARTIVEZ TMDI2ATTR

HT AT TV SALT LA¥T COVNTY ATl FAT &7 TO 37 NAYS nuRIve LaTe

8 4 DEC3 01976
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PART TUD (MF 44-1277)

OF TARLY 1247, SALT LaYT Jall BEOMTRG TN NST OOPRLACTATY
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Assoc. Dir.
Dep. AD Adm.___.

Dep. AD Inv.____

mwwﬂwwl'. ﬂ Aadm. Sers.
MEO@B4 35P0216Z COMIRY o ng& erg /.

RR HQ 'V/,p_/

DE ME /

Legal Coun.
Plan. & Insp.___ §
Rec. Mgt.._.

S. & T. Serv.
R 140216Z DEC Spoe. Tnv. |
FM MEMPHIS ¢44-1987) (P)

v Training ._.____§
’ Telephone Rm. __
Director’s Sec'y.._
TO DIRECTOR (44-38861) ROUTINE ‘

o {
QLE A\

""" RE BUREAU TELETYPE TO MEMPHIS, DECEMBER 18, 1976.

MRS. BETTY RAY BRASHEAR LOCATED, DECEMBER 14, 1976, AT 491
CLARICE, MEMPHIS. SHE VERIFIED THAT HER BROTMER, JIMMY WAYNE
RAY, HAD PREVIOUSLY RESIDED AT 492 CLARICE, MEMPHIS.

FROM INFORMATION FURNISHED BY MRS. BRASHEAR, RAY HAS BEEN
IDENTIFIED AS JIMMY WAYNE RAY, FBI NO. 984 936 F. RAY WAS
ARRESTED , JANUARY 19, 1967, AT MEMPHIS AND CHARGED WITH VIOLATION
OF T18, SECTION 659. ON FEBRUARY 7, 1967, HE WAS COMMITTED TO
U.S. MEDICAL CENTER, SPRINGFIELD, MO., FOR OBSERVATION, HE WaAS

AT U.S. MEDICAL CENTER APPROXIMATELY FEBRUARY TO MAY, 1967, //*/:”

WHICH PERIOD IS CONCURRENT WITH THE TIME THAT WILLIAM SIMPONIS

WAS AT THE MEDICAL CENTER. <T-ipg, REC-26 L// _ 7 Ly -
S

84 DEC3 0 1975 b
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LPAGE TWO ME 44-1987
ON MAY 29, 1967, RAY ENTERED PLEA OF GUILTY IN USDC, MEMPHIS,
AND WAS SENTENCED ON JUNE 1, 1967, TO EIGHTEEN MONTHS PROBATION,
MRS . BRASHEAR STATES RAY NOW RESIDING AT UNKNOWN ADDRESS IN
NEW ORLEANS, LA.,, WITH HIS WIFE AND FAMILY.,
MEMPHIS SEES NOTHING TO BE GAINED BY PURSUING THIS MATTER
FURTHER AND NO LEADS BEING SET OUT FOR NEW ORLEANS.
Br

HOLD
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TO

FROM

SUBJECT :MURKIN .-

v

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR {41 CFR) 101~11.6

UNITED STATES GC .ERNMENT Assoc. Dir.
Dep. AD AI

Memorandum e

Adm. Serv
Ext. Affairs
‘Mr. Gallagher . pATE: 12/14/76 F“"€§Zi//
' 1 - Mr. Held (on I3
1l - Mr. Adams Inspection — L'
‘J. S. Peelman 1 - Mr. Gallagher 'LM:"."
-~ ' 1 - Mr. Ingram Lega! Covn_
c 1l - Mr. Peelman Plan. & Eval.
1l - Mr. Helterhoff ?:f?
1 - Mr. Moore Teaining
1l - Mr. Mintz Telephone Rm. __

Director Sec'y .

PURPOSE: To advise of an article appearing in the "Washington
Star" 12/12/76, reporting that a recent book by George McMillan
entitled "The Making of an Assassin - The Life of James Earl Ray"
concludes that Ray acted alone in committing the assassination of
Dr. King, and of an article appearing in the "Washington Post"
12/14/76, reporting that the United States Supreme Court refused
without comment to disturb the guilty plea and conviction of Ray.

RECOMMENDATION: For information.

Legal Coun....cccomemn

APPROVED! Adm. Serv....ceeanens
[T —— Plan. & Insp.......... s
Director. [T V-4 O—
ernéy%4°f ﬁmmmém S & T. SENVerrrcereren.
Dep. ~ Y AS €00, INMVircareasaeenee:
d)W\ Der. Dl . | PR UUORURR TraINING e eeeeeraresenes
DETAILS: This case pertains to tEEVg%§3831natlon of
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., on 4(/4/68, in Memphis, Tennessee. _—

On 3/10/69, in State Court, Memphis, James Earl Ray entered a
plea of guilty to charges of the murder of Dr. King and
received a 99-year sentence. Ray ;s presently in lpcal confinement.
NY R S Y - 3 /
The Office of Professional ResponEEgzﬁlty, Unlted States
Department of Justice, presently has the FBI investigation of
Dr. King under review. The United States House of Representatives
has recently created a Select Committee to investigatowiité® weees s
assassinations of Dr. King and President John F. Kennedy:
4 DEC 27 1976
An article appearing in the "Washington Star" dated
12/12/76, (copy attached) reports that a recent book lyrmes == weumm
George McMillan entitled "The Making of an Assassin - The Life
of James Earl Ray" concludes that Ray acted alone in committing
the assassination of Dr. King.

An article appearing in the "Washington Post" dated
12/14/76, (copy attached) reports that the United States Supreme
Court refused w1thou§'ﬁpmment to disturb the guilty plea and
conviction of Ray. '

- ¢ - g by
Enclosures - 2 &Qﬁ l{_j[f"’
:sas vﬂ(9) e =
3 Q4975 Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan Fe1/004
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7’/_/

Assoc. Dl . ..
Dep., AD Adm. _
Dep. AD Inv. ___

Asat, Dit
Admin.

-Comp. Syst.
Ext. Affairs
Files & Com. ___
Gen. Inv.
Ident.

Inspection
Intell.

Laboratory

Legal Coun.
Plan. & Eval. __
Spec. Inv.

Training

Telephone Rm. ___
Director Sec’'y

P A 2




0-19 (Rev. 5-5-75)

Assoc. Dir.
Dep. AD Adm. _
Dep. AD Inv. __

Asst. Dir.:
Admin.
Comp. Syst.
Ext. Affairs
Files & Com. __
Gen. Inv.
Ident.
Inspection

e

Laboratory
Legal Coun.
Plan. & Eval. __
Spec. Inv.

Training
Telephone Rm. __
Director Sec’'y

The Washington Post
Washington Star-News
Daily News (New York)
The New York Times
The Wall Street Journal
The National Observer
The Los Angeles Times

Date

e ——————————————————
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Assoc Dir.
W e o Dep. AD Adm. _
E ' O Dep. AD Inv.
i R Asst. Dir.:
Admin.
Comp. Syst.
5 % Ext. Affairs
. . - I Files & Com. __
Gen. Inv.
Ident.

Inspection

0-19 (Rev. 5-5-75),

L e

Laboratory

Legal Coun.
Plan. & Eval. _
Spec. Inv.

Training

. * Telephone Rm. __

Director Sec'y

The Washington Post __Ai—

Washington Star-News
Daily News (New York)
The New York Times

¢ The Wall Street Journal
The National Observer
The Los Angeles Times

Date 3 L£/4‘76

“oeaningien Post .

ENCLOSUKk: |
{/‘z/ —3&EC — (,/cl\ \) |
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Assoc. Dir.
4 Dep. AD Adm. _ ‘
| b Dep. AD Inv. __ |
n 8 N Asst. Dir.: [
Admin.
Comp. Syst. ____
Ext. Affairs
Files & Com. __ ‘
Gen. Inv.
Ident.
Inspection
e TR

0-19 (Rev. 5-5-75). ~
2 X /w

Laboratory

X a Legal Coun. ____
< g TG Plan. & Eval. _
e Spec. Inv.

Training

5 Telephone Rm. ___
Director Sec'y

The Washington Post __u_’

Washington Star-News
Daily News (New York)
The New York Times
The Wall Street Journal
The National Observer
The Los Angeles Times

Date 'a‘-,q-zk
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Spec. InV. wwc o

TO0 DIRERTOR (44-38%€1) (ROUTINE) Tmmms-wwf
pelephone Rm: -
Director’s Sec'y —

NEf* ORLEaANS (PRIORITY)

BT

CLEAR ?eg\«

MiRK IN @C- :
RE BnREan TELETYPE TO MEMPHIS, DECEMEER 15, 1976.

ONE ALFRED wILLIAM MARTINEZ HAS ADVISED SACRAMENTO OFFICQ
THAT WHILE IN SaLT LAKE COUNTY JaIL ABOUT JANUARY TO MARCH,
1962, HE MET wILLIAM F. SIMPONIS. MARTINEZ CLAIMS TO HAVE
wRITTEN LETTERS FOR SIMPCNIS, ADDRESSED TO JAMES EARL RAY IN
MEMPHIS, TENN, SIMPONIS ALLEGEDLY TOLD MARTINEZ TO €O TO
MEMPHIS wHEN HE GOT CuT aND TO CONTACT RAY TO PULL OFF & BIG
JOE. MARTINEZ COuLD NOT GET CLOTHES AND MONEY FOR TRAVEL '-Z

-

SC HE NEVER wENT TO SEE RAY.

ST-108 R AL

84 DEC30 1976
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PAGE Twe ME 44-1987 ~ L €RAK

NEw ORLEANS NOTE THaT JaMES EARL RAY IS KNOWN TC HAVE
BEEN RESIDING 2S p FnGITIVE IN LOS ANGELES DURING THE PERIOD
MARTINEZ aND SIMPONIS wERE INCARCERATED TOGETHER AT SALT LAKE
COUNTY JalIL.

SIMPONIS waS SENTENCED AUGUST 12, 1966, AT SALT LAKE CITY,
nTaH, FOR ITSMV VIOLATION. HE WAS CONVICTED UNDER TITLE 18,
SECTION 4246, HAVING BEEN FOUND INCOMPETENT TO STAND TRIAL.

HE waS COMMITTIED TO MEDICAL CENTER FOR FEDERAL PRISONERS (MCFP),
SPRINGFIELD, MO., AUGNST 21, 1966, AND RELEASED JANUARY 27,
1968. HE RETuRNED TO COURT AND wAS AGAIN COMMITIED TO MCFP
MARCH o, 1968, aAND DIED THERE ON JULY 14, 196%. WHILE AT MCFP
SIMPONIS REQUESTED TO CORRESPOND wITH ONE JIMMIE W. RAY, 499
CLARICE DRIVE, MEMPHIS. HIS RECUEST wAS APPROVED. ON APRIL I,
19€9, ONT JIMMIE w. RAY, P. C. BOX €, OLIVE BRANCH, MISS.,
INCnIRED OF SIMPONIS THROUGH MCFP AND waS ADVISED OF SIMPONIST

DEATH,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE THREE ME 44-1927 c LEKR

MEMPHIS OFFICE HpS LOCATED MRS. BETTY RAY BRASHEAR, 491
CLARICE, MEMPHIS, THE SISTER OF JIMMIE WAYNE RAY WHO PREVIOWSLY
RESIDED 492 CLARICE, MEMPHIS. JIMMIE wAYNE RAY, FRI NO.
9¢4936F, wAS ARRESTED AT MEMPHIS JaNUARY 19, 1967, FOR TFIS AND
ON FEBRUARY 7, 1967, wAS COMMITTED TO MCFP, SPRINGFIELD, FOR
OBSERVATION. HE REMAINED MCFP UNTIL MAY, 1967, AND APPARENTLY
¥NEW SIMPONIS DyRING THAT TINME,

THE RyREAU HAS INSTRUCTED THAT RAY BE LOCATED AND INTER-
VIEWED "TO DETERMINE IF SIMPONIS CORRESPONDED WITH HIM WHILE
IN JaIL IN SALT LAKE CITY, NATHRE OF ANY SUCH CORRESPONDENCE,
AND wHETHER HE HAS ANY ASSOCIATION wITH JAMES EARL RAY OF
CAPTIONED MATTER."™ MRS. BRASHEAR DOES NOT KNOW RAY'S ADD3ESS
BuT STATES HE RESIDES IN NEw ORLEANS, LA., AND IS EMPLOYED PY
a BOAT COMPANY. RaY DOES NOT wORK ON A BOAT BRUT WORKS FOR A
COMPANY wHICH OPERATES EOATS. RAY IS A WHITE MALE, BORN [ |

| |»T LEVISBURG, MISS. IN 1967 HE wAS DESCRIBED AS 6'L" ToLL, Pl

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE FCuR ME 23-1987 ct_ﬁ“’
176 POUNDS, BLACK HAIR, EROWN EYES, HE wAS DISCHARGED FROM THE
ARMY IN 1963 FOR "REASONS OF NERVOUS BREAKDCWN AND ATTEMPT
TO COMMIT SpICIDE." SINCE SIMPONIS ¥AS INCOMPETENT TG STAND
TRIAL AND SINCE RAY HaD SUFFERED A NERVOUS BREAKDOWN AND HAD
ATTEMPTED SpICIDE, IT wOULD APPEAR THEY HAD MUCH IN COMMON AT
MCFP AND WERE VERY LIKELY ACQUAINTED. MENPHIS IS CONVINCED THAT
JIMMIE WaYNE RaY IS THE INDIVIDYAL TO wHOM MARTINEZ ADDRESSED
LETTERS FOR SIMPONIS, AND THAT MARTINEZ IS OBVIOUSLY MISTAKEN
IN BELIEVING HE wROTE LETTERS TO JAMES E4RL RAY AT MEMPHIS,

NEW ORLEANS AT NEW ORLEANS, ATTEMPT TO LOCATE JIMMIE WAYNE
RaY AND INTERVIEw. BUREAU HAS REGUESTED TO SUTEL RESULTS TO
EnREaY .
BT

HOLD
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OPTIONAL FORM NO, 10
MAY 1582 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101116
Assoc. Dir.

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT Dep. AD Adm. _
d Dep. AD Inv, __
M emoranaum
Comp. Syst.
Ext. Affairs ___
TO ! Mr. J. S. Peelmdftrmt DATE:12/22/76 o & Com: —

Ident.

1 - Mr . La.wn Legal Coun. __

- Plan. & Eval.

¢. \.; Inspection
. Intell.
‘ FROM - E. J. MCDOI]OW I:‘;:oru'ory
A
o

SUBJECT: 'MURKIN Spe. b

Telephone Rm.

Director Sec'y ___

On December 21, 1976, Office of Professional
Responsibility (OPR) representative Jim Kieckhofer
interviewed Unit Chief Edward J. McDonough, Civil Rights
Section, relative to his knowledge of the supervision of
the Murkin case in 1968. 1In line with Kieckhofer's questions,
he was advised that Special Agent (SA) Richard E. Long was
the case Supervisor, SA Edward J. McDonough was Unit Chief,
SA Joseph G. Kelly was Number One Man and SA Clement L.
McGowan was Section Chief and the mail relating to leads
and developments in the investigation were handled in that
chain of command. With respect to communications from legal
attaches, Kieckhofer was advised that the originals came
to the General Investigative Division (GID), were processed
through the section chief to the case supervisor and copies
of these communications also went to the liaison section
at the Bureau. He was advised that pertinent developments
were brought to the attention of the Number One Man, James R.
Malley and Assistant Director Alex Rosen and from thence
through the chain of command to the attention of the Director _
as evidenceqdby notes on teletypes and/or memos in the Mu¥Kin —
file. SI-105 s

With respect to supervision of the case, he was
advised that the Special Agent In Charge in the field had
primary responsibility for running the case in the field
and the Bureau had supervisory responsibility to suggest
leads, arrange support facilities, keep officials advised
and in general maintain overall administrative supervision
of the case. He inquired as to who originated the search
of fingerprint records to identify the assailant and he was
advised that it was SA McDonough's recollection that Mr. Rosen
may have instituted the seareh—-although the potential had
been the topic of general discussien previo

B At

“¢;h ™ N
s l}) ) “\ ‘\/ ﬁ “
oy \ Y.
EJM:rat (2) CONTINUED - OVER
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Memorandum to Mr. Peelman
Re: MURKIN

In response to Kieckhofer's questions, he was
advised that although SA McDonough was aware that there
had been a Bureau Domestic Intelligence Division (DID)
investigation on Martin Luther King, Jr., this had no
effect on our efforts to solve this murder and the Bureau
went all out on it. In response to his inquiry as to whether
the DID had been contacted or consulted, he was advised
that the GID had received some input and suggested leads
from DID some of which may have been pursued and others may
not have been run out and it was believed that justification
pro and con may have been reflected in memos in the file.

In response to ghis inquiry, Kieckhofer was
advised that the investigative aspects were primarily handled
and pursued by the Bureau and we only discussed aspects of
the case with the Department where some legal ramification
might be involved such as the extradition and the like;
however, the Department was kept advised of developments
through informative memos and reports which were disseminated
to the Department on a timely basis.

ACTION: For Information.

1

¥

v
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OPTIONAL FORM NO, 10
JULY 1973 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.8

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM ;2gﬁé§%WEg‘(uu-703) (RUC)

-

DATE: 12/17/76

SUBJECT: MURKIN
Remylet, dated 12/7/76.

Docket of U.S. Supreme Court showed:

Case Number: 76-5508

Title of Case: JAMES EARL RAY vs.
WARDEN J. H. ROSE

Petition denied on 12/13/76.

The petitlion contalned no serious allegations
against the FBI.

g}Bureau

-WFO
(1-66-5413)

DFH:bab

a 2, (1)

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan

5010-110
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DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 12/17/76
SAC, WFO (44-703) (RUC)

MURKIN
Remylet, dated 12/7/76.
Doeket of U.S. Supreme Court showed:
Case Number: 76-5508

Title of Case: JAMES EARIL RAY vs.
WARDEN J. H. ROSE

Petition denied on 12/13/76.

The petition contained no serious allegations
against the FBI.

2»Bureau
Growe
(1-66-5413)

DFH:bab
(4)
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