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CJ TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 

. \'M:) SAC, NEW ORLEANS (157-1O673)(:RUC) 

if1uRKIN 
- /Memphis 

Re New Orleans teletype to Memphis, 1/14/77. Na::_.-·· 
\tv· 

Enclosed for the Bureau are eight copies and fo:if' 
Memphis two copies of an LHM setting forth the results of 
an interview with JIMMIE WAYNE RAY on 1/11/77 at Luling, 
Louisiana. 

Inasmuch as there 
to be conducted or reported 
being considered RUC .. 

, ... 9 
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\~~~~ ~~~. 

ill
' ~- . 

({ 2 + Bureau (Enc. 8) 
2 - Memphis (Enc. 2) 
1 - New Orleans 

is no outst:anding inves_tigation 
by New Orleans, this ca~~ is 

Approved: _____________ _ Sent _______ M Per _____ _ 
Special Agent in Charge 
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1/19/77 

· AIRTEL 

TO: .DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 

FROM: SAC, NEW ORLEANS (157-10673)(RUC) 

MURKIN 
00: Memphis 

Re ·New Orleans teletype to Memphis, 1/14/77. 

Enclosed for the Bureau are eight copies and· for 
Memphis two copies of an LHM setting forth the results of 
an interview with JIMMIE WAYNE RAY on 1/11/77 at Luling, 
Louisiana. 

. Inasmuch.as there is no outstanding investigation 
to be conducted or reported by New Orleans, this case is 
being considered RUC. · · 

Bureau (Enc. 8) 
Memphis (Enc. 2) 

l - New Orleans 

SMC:ebc 
(5) 
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In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 

• UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

New Orleans, Louisiana 
January 19, 1977 

ASSASSINATION OF 
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
CIVIL RIGHTS 

Jimmie Wayne Ray, Apartment #1, Delta Apartments, 
Luling, Louisiana, was located and interviewed at his residence 
on January 11, 1977. At the outset of the interview the 
identity of the interviewing Agent, Spiecial Agent Stephen M. 
Callender, was made known to Ray as well as the purpose of the 
interview. 

Ray related that to the best <:>f his recollection he 
was incarcerated at the Medical Center for Federal-Prisoners 
(MCFP), Springfield, Missouri, for obs ◄ervation and evaluation 
from approximately January, 1967 to Mair-ch or May, 1967. He 
was sent to this facility after having been convicted in U. S. 
District Court for Theft From Intersta·te Shipment and after 
it_became known that he previously had received a medical 
discharge from the U. S. Army after having suffered a nervous 
breakdown whichresul ted in an attempt ·to commit suicide. 

During the time Ray was inca:r-cerated at the MCFP 
he became acquainted with another inma·te by the name of 
William B. Simponis. From the time that Ray was released 
from MCFP until approximately June, 19168, he corresponded 
with Simponis. During this period Simponis wrote approximately 
six to eight letters addressed to Ray a* then Ray's address, 
492 Clarice, Memphis, Tennessee. 

During the first part of 1968, the exact date not 
recalled, but believed probably from January to March, 1968, 
Simponis wrote approximately two lette:r>s to Ray from Salt 
Lake City, Utah, where Simponis was in jail. In these letters 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is· loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed out­
side your agency. 
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ASSASSINATION OF 
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
CIVIL RIGHTS 
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Simponis talked about his mother and gir•lfriend and also 
about getting released from jail and proposed that he and 
Ray go into the motel business in Elko, Nevada, where 
Simponis related he had a girlfriend~ 

In one of the letters Simponis mentioned the name 
of a fellow inmate-at Salt Lake City.by the last name of 
Martinez, first name not recalled. Simponis told Ray that 
Martinez would be getting out of jail and "heading east" and 
that he had furnished Martinez with Ray's name and address 
in Memphis. Ray related that he was never contacted by Martinez. 

Ray related that he believed the two letters he 
received rrom Simponis during Simponis' incarceration in 
Salt Lake City were written by Simponis as to the best of 
Ray's recollection these letters were hand printed and 
all correspondence Ray received from Simponis was handwritten. 

Ray related that all of the other letters received 
from Simponis were general in nature in their content and 
related to life in prison and what Simponis anticipated on 
doing when he was released. 

Ray related that to the best of his recollection 
he answered Simponis correspondence on two occasions. The 
content of Ray's letters were also general in nature with 
always wish that Simponis would be relE~ased soon from jail. 

Ray related that after he did not get a letter from 
Simponis over an extended period of time he wrote the MCFP 
and was subsequently informed of Simponis' death. Ray related 
he has not retained any of Simponis' l«atters. 

Jimmie Wayne Ray advised tha·t he is not related in 
any manner to James Earl Ray and has n,ever had any type of 
association with James Earl Ray. 
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In Reply, Plea&e Ref er to 
File No. 

• 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

New Orleans, Louisiana 
January 19, 1977 

ASSASSINATION OF 
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
CIVIL RIGHTS 

Jimmie Wayne Ray,Apartment #1, Delta Apartments, · 
Luling, Louisiana, was located and inte1r-viewed at his residence 
on January· 11, 1977. At· the_outset·of the interview_ the 
identity of the interviewing Agent-, Special ·_Agent Stephen M. 
Callender, was made known to Ray as well as the purpose of the 
interview. 

Ray related that to the best of his recollection he 
was incarcerated at th~ Medical Center for Federal Prisoners 
(MCFP), Springfield, Missouri, for observation and evaluation 
from approximately January, 1967 to March or May, 1967. He 
was sent to this facility after having been convicted in U. S. 
District Court for Theft From Interstate Shipment and after 
it became known that he previously had received a medical 
discharge from the U. S. Army after having suffered a nervous 
breakdown whichresulted in an attempt to commit suicide. 

During.the time Ray -was incarcerated at the MCFP 
he bepame acquainted with another inmate· by the name of 
William B. Simponis. From the time that Ray was released 
from MCFP until approximately June, 1968, he corresponded 
with Simponis. During this period Simponis wrote approximately 
six to eight letters ad~ressed to Ray at then Ray's address, 
492 Clarice, Memphis, Tennessee. 

During the first part of 1968, the exact date not 
recalled, but believed probably from January to March, 1968, 
Simponis wrote approximately two letter•s to Ray from Salt 
Lake City, Utah, where Simponis was in jail. In these letters· 

This document contains neitherr, recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaried to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed out­
side your agency. 
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ASSASSINATION OF 
DR~ MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR • 

. CIVIL RIGHTS 

Simponis talked about his mother and girlfriend and also 
about getting released from jail and proposed that he and 
Ray go into the motel business in Elko, Nevada, where 

•simponis related he had a girlfriend. 

. In one of the letters Sirnponis mentioned the name 
of a fellow inmate-at Salt Lake City by the last name of 
Martinez·, first ·name not recalled. S:i.niponis told Ray that 
Martinez would be getting out of jail and "heading east" and 
that he had furnished Martinez with .Ray's name and address 
in Memphis. Ray related that he was never contacted by· Martinez. 

Ray related that he believed the two letter.she 
received from Simponis during Simponi~;' :incarceration in 
Salt Lake City were written by Sirnponis as to the be~t of 

·Ray's recollection these letters were hand printed and 
all correspondence Ray received from Simponis was handwritten. 

Ray related that all of the other letters received 
from Simponis were general in nature in their content and 
related to life in prison artd what Simponis anticipated on 
doing when he· was released. · 

Ray reiated that to the best bf hii rec6llection 
he answered Simponis correspondence on two occasions. The 
content of Ray's letters were also general in nature with 
always wish that Sirnponis would.be released soon from jail. 

· Ray related that after he did not get a ·letter from 
Simponis over an extended period of time he wrote the MCFP 
and was subsequently informed of Simponis' death. Ray related 
he has not retained any of Simponis ' letter's. 

Jimmie Wayne Ray advised that he is not related in· 
any manner to James Earl Ray and has.never had any .type of 
association with James Earl·~ay. 

2* 
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In Reply, Please Ref er to 
File No . . 

UNITED STATES DE_PARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

New Orleans, Louisiana 
January 19, 19·77 . 

ASSASSINATION OF 
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
CIVIL RIGHTS 

. ) 

Jimmie Wayne Ray, Apartment #1, Delta Apartments, 
Luling, Louisiana, was located and interviewed at his residence 
on January 11, 1977. At the outset of the interview_ the 

"identity of the interviewing Agent, Special Agent.Stephen M. 
·Callender, was made known to Ray as well as the purpose of the 
interview. . · 

Ray related that to the best of his recollection he 
w~s incarcerated at the Medical ~enter for Federal Prisoners 
(MCFP), Springfield, Mi°ssouri, for observation and evaluation 
from approximately January, 1967 to March or May; 1967. He 
was sent to this facility after having been convicted in U. S. 
District Court for Theft Fr.om Interstate Shipment and after 
it became known that he previously had received a medical 
discharge from the U. S. Army after having suffered a nervous 
breakdown whichresulted in an attempt to commit suicide. 

During the time Ray was incarce~ated at the MCFP 
he became acquainted with another inmate by the·name of 
William B. Simponis. From the time that Ray wa~ relea~ed 
from MCFP until approximately June, 1968, he corresponded 
with Simponis. During this period Simponis wrote approximately 
~ix to eight letters addressed to R~y at then Ray's address, 
~92 Clarica,.Memphis, Tennessee. 

During the first part of 1968, the exact date not 
recalled, but believed probably .from January to March, 1968, 
Simponis wrote approximately two letters to Ray from Salt 
Lake City, Utah, where Simponis was in jail. In these letters 

This document contains neithetr> recommendations· nor conclusions 
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is .loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are riot to be distributed out­
side your agency. 
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CIVIL RIGHTS 
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Simponis talked about his mother and girlfriend and also 
about getting released from jail and proposed that he and 

· .. Ray go into the motel business in· Elko, Nevada, where 
Simponis related he had a girlfriend. 

In one of the letters Simponis mentioned the·name 
of a fellow inmate at Salt-Lake·City by the·last name of· 
Martinez, first name not recalled. Simponis told·Ray that 
Martinez would be getting out of jail.and "heading east"·and 
that he had furnished .Martinez with Ray's name· and address 
in Memphis. Ray related that he was never contacted by Martinez. 

Ray related that he believed the two letters he 
received from Simponis during Simponis' incarceration in 
Salt Lake City were written by Simponis as.to the best of 
Ray's recollection these letter-s were hand pr-inted and .... 
all correspondence Ray received from Simponis:was handwritten. 

Ray related that all of.the.other letters received.· 
from .Simponis were general. in natur.e in their content ,and 
related to life in prison and what Simponis anticipated on 
doing when he. was released. · 

Ray related that to the best of his recollection 
he answered Simponis correspondence on two occasions. The 
content of Ray's letters were also general in nature.with 

. always wish that Simponis would ·be released. soon · from jail~ 

Ray relat~d that after he did no.t get a letter from· 
Simponis over an extended period of time he wrote the MCFP 
and was subsequently informed 0£ Simponis' death. Ray related 
he has not retained any of Simponis' letters. 

Jimmie Wayne Ray advised that he is not related in 
any manner to James Earl Ray and has never had any type of 
association with James Earl--~ay. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 

New Orleans, Louisiana 
January 19~ 1977 

ASSASSINATION OF 
DR. MARTIN .LUTHER KING, JR. 
CIVIL RIGHTS 

Jimmie Wayne Ray, Apartment #1, Delta Apartments, 
Luling,. Louisiana, was located and interviewed at his residence 
on January 11,. 1977. At the. outset of the interview the 
identity ·of the interviewing Agent, Spe¢i.al Agent Stephen M .. 
Callender, was made known to Ray as well as the.· purpose of the. 
interv'iew. 

Ray related that to the best of his recollection he 
was incarcerated at the Medical Cente:c- for Federal Prisoners ··· 
(MCFP), Springfield, Missouri, for observation and· evaluation 
from approximately January, 1967 to ·March or May·, 1967 •· . He 
~as sent to this facility after having b~~n 6ori~i6ted in U. S. 
District Court for Theft From Interstate Shipment and after 
it became known_ that he previously had re6eived a ~edical 
discharge from the U •. s. Army.after having suffered a-nervous 
breakdown whichresulted in an attempt to commit suicide. 

During the time Ray.was incarcerated at.the MCFP 
he became acquainted with another· inma.te· by _the name of 
William B. Simponis. From the time th.at Ray was released 
from MCFP until approximately June, 1968, he corresponded 

·with Simponis. During this period Simponis wrote approximately 
six to eight letters addressed to Ray at then Ray's address, 
~92 Clarice, Memphis, Tennessee.· 

During the first part of 1968, the exact date not 
recalled, but believed probably from January to March, 1968, 
Simponis wrote approximately two letters to Ray from Salt 
Lake City, Utah, where Simponis was in jail. In these le.tters 

This document contains neithe-r recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed out­
side your agency. 
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ASSASSINATION OF-
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
CIVIL RIGHTS 

Simponis talked about his mother and girlfriend and also 
about getting released from jail and proposed that_ he and 
Ray go into the motel business in Elko, Nevada, where 
Simponis related he had a girlfriend.· 

In one of the letters Simponis·mentioned the·name 
of a fell6w tnmate at Salt Lake City by the last name·of 
Martinez, first-name not recalled~ Simponis told Ray that 
Martinez would be getting out of jail and "heading east" and 
that he had furnished Martinez with Ray's name and address . 
in Memphis. Ray related that he was never contacted by Martinez.· 

Ray related that he believed the two letters he· 
received from Simponis during Simponis' incarceration in 
Salt Lake City were written by Simponis as to the best of 
Ray's recollection these letters were hand printed and . 
all correspondence Ray received from Simponis was handwritten ... -

Ray related that all of=the other letters received. 
from Simponis were general in nature in their content and 
related to life in prison and what Si.mponis anticipated on 
doing when he was rele~sed. 

Ray related that to the best of his recollection 
he answered Simponis correspondence on two occasions .. The· 
content of Ray's lette~s were also general in nature with 
always wish that Simponis would be released soon from jail. 

Ray related that after he.did not get a letter from· 
Simponis over an extended period of time he wrote the MCFP 
and was subsequently informed of Simponis' death. Ray related 
he has not retained any of Simponis' letters. · 

Jimmie Wayne Ray advised that he is not related in 
.. any manner to James Earl Ray and has never had any type of 

,_,, association with James Earl ·~ay. 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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UNITED STATES DEPART:.MENT OF .JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 

New Orleans, Louisiana 
January 19, 1977 

ASSASSINATION OF 
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
CIVIL RIGHTS 

Jimmie Wayne Ray, Apartment #1, Delta Apartments, 
Luling, Louisiana, was located and interviewed at his residence 
on·January· 11, 1977. At the.outset of the· interview the 

•identity of the interviewing Agent, Special Agent Stephen M. 
Callender, was made·known to Ray as well as the purpose of the 
interview. · 

Ray related that to the best of his recollection he 
was incarcerated at the Medical Center for Federal·Prisoners 
(MCFP), Springfield, Missouri, for observation and: evaluation 
from approximately January, 1967:·to March or·May,.1967. He'· 
was sent to this facility·after ha~ing been convicted in U. S. 
District Court for Theft .From Interstate Shipment and after 
it became known that he previously had received ,a medical 
discharge from the U. S. Army after having suffered a nervous 
breakdown whichresul ted in . ari attempt to cornrni t suic:tde. ··· · 

During.the time Ray was inca.rcerated at th,e MCFP 
he bepame acquainted with another inmate· by the name of 
William B. Simponis. From the time that Ray was released 
from MCFP until approximately June, 1968, he corresponded 
with Simponis. During this period Simponis wrote approximately 
six to eight letters addressed to Ray at then Ray's address, 
~92 Clarice, Memphis, Tennessee. 

During the first part of 1968, the exact date not 
recalled, but believed probably from January to March, 1968, 
Simponis wrote approximately two letters. to Ray from Salt 
Lake City, Utah, where Simponis was in jail. In these letters· 

This document contains neithE!r recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI~ It is the property of the FBI and is loaried to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed out­
side your agency. 
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ASSASSINATION OF 
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JRo 
CIVIL RIGHTS 

Simponis talked about his mother and girlfriend and also 
about getting released from jail and proposed that he and 
Ray go into the motel business in Elko, Nevada, where 

•simponis_related he had a girlfriend. 

In one of the ietters Simpcinis mentioned the name 
of a-fellow inmate at Salt Lake City by the last name of· 
Martinez·, first name not recalled. Siniponis told Ray that 
Martinez would be getting out o-f jail and "heading east" and 
that he had furnished Martinez with .Ray's name and address 
in Memphis. Ray related that he was never contacted by Martinez. 

Ray related that he believed the two letters he 
received-from Simponis during Simponis' incarceration in 
Salt Lake City were written-by Simponis as to the best of 

_ Ray's rec:;ollection these lett_ers were hand printed_ .and _, 
all correspo_ndence Ray received from Simponis was --handwritten-. 

Ray related that all of the ~ther lette~s received 
_from Simponis were general in nature in their content and 
related to life in prison and what Simponis anticipated on 
doing when he- was_ released. · 

Ray related that to the best of his recollection 
he answered Simponis correspondence on two occasions. The 
content of Ray's letters were also general in nature with 
always wish that.Simponis would_be released soon from jail. 

· Ray related that after he did not get a -letter from 
Simponis' over an extended period of time he wrote.the MCFP 
and was subsequently informed of Simponis' death. Ray related 
he has not retained any of Simponis' letters. · -

Jimmie Wayne Ray advised that he is not related in· 
any manner to James Earl Ray and has.never had any type of 
association with James Ear1-~ay. 

. .I 
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In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No . . 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

New Orleans, Louisiana 
January 19, 1977 . 

ASSASSINATION OF 
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
CIVIL RIGHTS 

Jimmie Wayne Ray, Apartment #1,.Delta Apartments, 
Luling, Louisiana, was located and in-terviewed at his residence_ 
on January ll; 1977. At the outset of the interview the· 

·identity of the interviewing Agent, Special Agent.Stephen M~ 
·Callender, was made known to Ray as well as the purpose of the 
interview. . · · · 

Ray related that to the best of his recollection he 
was incarcerated at the Medical Cente1"' ·for. Federal Prisoners · 
(MCFP), Springfield, Mi~souri, for observation and evaluation 1 
from approximately January,· 1967 to Marcn··or .May,·.19s7;: ·tte, ·· 

. was sent to this facility after having been con·victed in U. S .. 
District Court for Theft From Interstate Shipment and after 
it became known that he previously hadreceived a medical 
discharge from the U. S. Army after having suffered a nervous 
breakdown whichresulted in ari attempt to commit suicide. 

During the time Ray was incarcerated at the MCFP 
he became acquainted with-another inmate by the·name of 
William B. Simponis. From the time that Ray was released 
from MCFP until a:pproximately·June,·1968, ·he corresponded 
with Simponis. During this period Simponis wrote approximately 
-six to eight letters addressed to Ray at then ·Ray's address~ 
492- Clarice.,. Memphis, Tennessee. · 

During the first part of 1968, the exact date. not 
recalled, but believed probably.from January to March, 1968, 
Simponis wrote approximately two letters to Ray from Salt 
Lake City, Utah, where Simponis was i_n jail. In these letters 

This document contains neith~ recommendations· nor conclusions 
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is .loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are riot to be distributed out­
side your agency. 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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ASSASSINATION OF 
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
CIVIL RIGHTS 

• 

Simponis talked about his mother and girlfriend and also 
about getting released from jail and proposed that_ he and 
Ray go into the motel business in Elko, Nevada, where 
Simponis related ~e had a girlfriend.· 

:tn one of the letters Simponis mentioned the name 
of a fellow inmate-at Salt Lake_Cityby the last name of 
Martinez, first name•not recalled~ Simponis told Ray ·that 
Martinez would be .getting out of jail and ''heading -east" and 
that he had furnished Martinez with Ray's n~me and address . 
in Memphis. Ray related that he was :never contacted by Martinez. 

Ray related that he believed the two letters he 
received from Simponis during Simponis' incarceration in ~ 
Salt ~ake City were written by Simponis as to the best of ~ 
Ray's recollection these_letters were.hand printed and .. 
· all correspondence Ray-_ received from Simponis was handwritten. 

Ray related -that all of·the other letters received 
from Simponis were general in nature in their content and 
related to life in prison and what Simponis anticipated on 
doing when he was rele~sed. 

Ray related that to the best of his recollection 
he answered Simponis correspondence on two occasions .. The 
content qf Ray's lette~s were .. also general in nature with 

_ always wish that Simponis would ·be released soon from jail. 

Ray related that after he.did not get a letter from 
Simponis over an extended period of time he wrote the MCFP 
and was subsequently informed of Simpc,nis' death. Ray related · 
he has not retained any of Simponis' letters. · 

Jimmie Wayne Ray advised that he is not related in 
any manner to James Earl Ray and has never had any type of 
association with James Earl'~ay .. 

2* 
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• 
CE 44- 13 65 CLEAR 

IN BOOK HE IDENTIFIED ASSASSIN OF MAHTlN LUTHER KING AND H1PLIED 

THIS ASSASSIN HAD F'IHST SUUGHT Tu HIRE MOURI.'.: FOR THE: t1SSASSINA-

T ION. MOORE CL1UN£D TO HAVE: RE:PURTt:D INFURMATIGN TU FBI Mm, THAT 

KE'.LLEY HAD ASSIGNED M00Ri A FlLc MUMBiH. MUUH~ INDIC/:1TES HE WAS 

lN CONTACT t.iJITH OTHER PHUSPECTIVi PUBLISHEF(S 1\ND ALSO CLAIMS 

CUHRESPONDENCE vJITH u. s. SENATCIRS FRANK Cl·iUnCH AND EDWARD 

KE i1JNED Y. HE FEELS LIFE IS IN D1-\NGER. 
( 

GHACE ~TiHES Hi. HAS :3cHEDULED PRuSPi£CTIV£ Hi:'.CONTACT WITH 

MOORi CONCEENING PUBLICATION ABOUT SUNDAY, Jt~NUA11Y 3~1, 1977. 
! 

,/ 
GRACE PLiH~S TYD£PART DURHAM, N. c., NOUN, Jl:1NUJ\HY 23, 1977, 

T CJ DR I VE TU DI PLO MAT l10TC:L, HOLL Y1iJOuD Bf ACH, FLA., J /1NUAHY 29, 

1977, TO 1\TTb.:ND ;,·JEDIC.61L ME:t:TING. · GRACf OFFf:RED TU FLY TU SAN 

JU!\N SUNDAY, JANUA?.Y 30, 1977, l\ND TttKf FBI Ul'lDEHCU\/EH AG.t::/H .C\S 

ASSISTANT PUBLISHER TU 1~1c:ET WITH [i]()ORi. OR OTHC:RvJISL CuuPERATE 

Hl:.'.SULTS uF ANY FUTURE CUMTACTS WITH ViOUHE. 
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• OP'TIOt-1-'L f-OIZM HO. 10 
"'-'MAY 1962' fOITIOH- · 

~SA fPMa u, CF~ 101-11.6 ~ ( • 

t, UNITED STATES GO'l .NMENT 

-Memorandum 
- TO :Mr. Gallagher 

FROM 

. -. SUBJECT: REPORT OF THE DEPARTMENT OF 
JUSTICE TASK FORCE TO REY~EW 
THE FBI - -MARTIN. LUTHER f<:i:NG, JR. 
SECURITY At-JD-ASSASSINATION-·-,~--
INVESTIGATIONS 

. . D¥C.l.A8,?l?EO ~ $JJ!J.¥lf:J­
ON JQ ~~·-""Io· , 

1 
DATE: 1/19/77 

Mr. Held 
1 - Mr. 
1 
1 
1 

-. M_r. 
- Mr. 
- Mr . 

1 - Mr. 
l - Mr. 

Adams 
Gallagher 
Ingram 
Peelman 
Deegan 
Lawn 

1 - Mr. Moore 
l - Mr.· Leavitt 
1 ·-Mr.Decker 
1 - Mr. Mintz 
l - Mr. Ryan 

Assoc, Dir, __ 

Dep. AD Adm._ 

Dep. AD Inv._ 

Asst. Dir,: /' 

Adrrr. Setv. __ 

Ext. Affa~rs_ 

Fin. & Pers, -1:---

::~-,.1"~:::----::: __ / 
Inspection _____.:_ 

_ lntell. __ 

Laboratory_ 

Legal Coun, __ 

PJon. & Evol. _ 

R-ec.Mgnt._ 

Spec. Inv._._ 

Training __ 

Telephone Rm._ 

Director Sec'y__:_ 

~ 

~ 
Cl~ . r u:,:l 

PURPOSE: To adv~se of contents and observations concerning 
captioned report, and to furnish our observations to the · 

__ Attorney General (AG) in attached letter. '-
,... .. Q .. 
r· -ff;.:.: lj 

trt SYNOPSIS: Department of Justice Task Force, Office of Professiona 
0 ;_. :::---
0 .. - ~ Responsibility (OPR) has furnished a copy of its report of review 
~ ~ ~ of the FBI I s investigation of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Task 
~ Force reported the following re "The Assassination 
~ _ Investigation:" It is satisfied the FBI did a -credible job 

; o i-1 ~ · · in attempting to identify any conspiracy; James Earl Ray e ;::l: judicially confessed that he intended to and did kill Dr. King; 
~=1 the investigation was thoroughly, honestly and successfully 
H fz7 :z: 
<~-~ ~ conducted; the evidehce pointing to guilt of Ray was conclusive;. 

~' found no evidence of any complicity on part of Memphis i 

>- G :-S Police Department or FBI; the sum of all evidence of Ray's guilt l_l) 
~~ ~ _points to him so exclusively that it makes the point no one 
~ ~ ~ else involved; it un_earthed some new data· which answers some 
::i I=~~ persistent questions _the FBI did not seek; but FBI concentrated on 
~~~p principal in case and found no dishonesty in this; by "hindsight" 
1.1.. 5~ task force believes Ray's brothers could have been interrogated 

-~ Ua,..} further; discusses "Bureau disdain for Department supervision;" 
-~~~r and it found no new evidence which calls for action by state or 
u > <.) Federal ·authorities. Task Force makes "Recommendations - As to 
WW\).. 
0 a:: the Murder Investigation," and our observations concerning 
o ~-.!.. Ill\ these recommendations and report set forth,..in attached letter to 

-~ ~ :, AG· /- / t./:_ l( / 3 _ ~ ~ {{) ( ~-
. ~ ~ ~ Enclosure J .. ~Cc , /~ , /, 7 167o;A:E~O:t1} f 

~\.,~~Wl'Jrt;ff ~-' --'(12) f [~u,e -... .'") CO~TINUED 
/ ._ • I •;----- _____, 

OVER 

- - ~cf, · Classified· by 4~1.5:..,,,-.._ 
lJ Exempt from GDS, Categories 2, 3 & 1 

Date of Declassification Indefinite 

J,,)#Ji-"' . 
, /t< ,___,.,:(' I, 

I Ji · v--, 
i 
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Memorandum to Mr. Gallagher 
Re: Report of the Department of Justice Task Force 

With respect to "The Security Investigation" of King, 
the OPR Task Force was to determine if the relationship 
between the FBI and King called for criminal prosecution or 
disciplinary action against Bureau personnel and if the FBI was 
involved in King's assassination. Task Force reviewed security 

•files of King,· the SCLC ._and our files relating to communist 
influ~nce iri the Civil Rights movement. The Task Force 
concluded that opening of King investigation in 1962 was 
justified, but its continuance was unwarranted since there was 
no evidence that King.was a communist or affiliated with the 
CPUSA. Report states that the dispute between King and Mr. Hoover 
was a major factor in the Bureau's determination to discredit 
King and documents "an extensive program within the FBI" to 
discredit him. R~port discloses surreptitious entries 
against Levison,. and that an FBI informant in the SCLC conceded 
to contacting Agent that he.embezzled SCLC funds. In its 
critical evaluation the Task Force believed investigation of 
King should have terminated when Levison disassociated himself ., ~ 

·from the CPUSA in 1963 and our discrediting actions were .f/\-t"' 
unwarranted and very probably in violation of Civil Rights~~; 
Statutes. Report states the AG and Department of Justice ~f;'\ 

.failed in supervision of FBI internal security_activities .. 

Briefly, Task Force recommendations as to the security 
investigation are as follows: (1) no criminal prosecution of 
Bµreau personnel because five-year Statute of Limitations has 
expired; (2) no disciplinary action against personnel in active 
Brireau ser~ice; (3) tapes and transcripts of microphone­
surveillance in King case be sealed, sent to Archives and that 
Congress authorize and direct destruction of that material 
including reports derived thereof; (4) endorsed intradepartmental 
supervision of FBI by Department of Justice (OPR) and legislative 
oversight by the Senate Select Com.~ittee on Intelligence; (5) That 
the unauthorized malicious dissemination of investigative data 
from FBI files be made a feloriy rather than the presently 
described misdemeanor; {6) that the FBI have no authority to engage 
.in COINTELPRO-type activities. 1)./ . 

Our observations concerning the OPR report on the security 
investigation of King are set forth in attached letter to the AG.LL 

st com:'INUED - OVER 

- 2 -
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.. • :Mernorandu6 tb Mr. Gallagher 
Re: Report of the Department of Justice Task Force 

Per request of OPR, we.have been assisting Task 
Force in its preparation of a report it intends to make public 
which is .protective of privacy rights sensitive sources 
and classification concerns. 

OPR instructed original version of the Task Force's 
report was to·be classified "Top Secret" and requested Bureau 
designate individuals to assist Task_ Force in classifying the 
original re~ort and in preparing a publicly-releasable report. 
Document Classif·ication Officer (Security Officer} of FBI 
was designated to assist Task Force representatives in 
classification matters and on 1/17 /77 ,, the report, Appendix A 
Appendix B were classified on a paragraph-by-paragraph basis. 
Document Classifi6ation Officer (DCO) onl/J-8/77 assisted 

-Task Force in preparation of sanitized verson invoking where 
possible approved-classification standards. In spite of 
paraphrasing, sanitized report could be detrimental to this 
Bureau's -counterintelligence interests in that sources and 
methods may, through logical speculation, be identified. 

All information.in this memorandum is unclassified 
.unless otherwise indicated~ 

RECOMMENDATION: Attached for approval is a letter to the AG 
setting forth our observations concerning this Task Force 
report. 

APPROVCP: :_ -· ~~- "." . . . 

·~ -~~->. --::-.~~~~j~:;~~I~l~ 
DircctcJr ____ /,J'U·:#:J ~-6 > ~.: ...... ' ... . 
Assoc. Dirr_l.;-,(,-.:{{.t.,Jj · '-. -, .. ;;;\' .... (9C ......... · 
O~p. J-.D ;dm~•:1-~}~--~- ;-.'- .t. _______________________ _ 

Ocpa :'\r:i L··itty.f ... (I~ .... ,... i. .. -·'' --·--a~-----~-~-:. 

{-

CON'.rINUED -- ov~R 

- 3 -
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• Memorandum to Mr. Gallagher 
Re: Report of the Department of Justice Task Force 

.DETAILS: 

BACKGROUND: In 1975, the United States Senate and 
· the United States House of Representatives Select Committees on 

Intelligence Activities conducted inquiries and held public 
•hearin~s concerning the FBI. Following disclosures made during 
these hearings, the AG directed, in November, 1975, the Civil 
~i~hts and ~he Criminal Divisions of the United States 
Department of Justice to review the files relating to 
Or. Martin Luther King, Jr., and make a recommendation as to 
whether the assassination case should be reopened: 

· In April, 1976, the AG announced that, based on the 
preliminary revie~ by the Civil Rights Division, the tentative 
conclusions were: (1) there was no basis to believe that the 
FBL in an~ way caused the death of.Dr. King; (2) no evidence 
was discovered that the FBI investigation of the assassination 
of Dr. King was not thorough and honest; (3) instances were 
found indicating that the FBI undertook a systematic program . 

. of harassment of Dr. King in order to discredit him and harm 
both him and the movement.he led. I 

1. 

~ The AG then ordered that the OPR of the Department 
complete this review, and that answers to the following 
q~estions be furnished to the AG and to FBI Director Clarence M 
Kelley: (1) whether the FBI investigation of Dr. King's 
assassination was thorough and honest; (2) whether there is any 
evidence that the FBI was involved in the assassination of 
Dr. King; (3) whether, in light of the first two matters, there 
is any n~w eviderice which has come to the.attention of the 
Department.concerning the assassination of Dr. King; and 
(4) whether the nature of the relationship between the Bureau 
and Dr. King calls for crimirtal prosec~tions, disciplinary · 
proceedings, or other appropriate actions. 

Since May, 1976, a Task Force of Departmental 
Attorneys under the OPR has been reviewing our investigative 
results, both at FBIHQ and in the field,· of both the 
assassination investigation (civil rights investigation) and 
our. security investigation of Dr. King. 

REPORT OF DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE TASK FORCE - OPR: 

By memorandum 1/12/77, Michael E. Shaheen, Jr., 
counsel, OPR, United States Department of Justice furnished to 
the· Director of the FBI a "Report of the Department of Jus.tice 
Task Fore~ to Review· the FBI - Martin Luther King, Jr. ,. 

CONTINUED - OVER 

I 
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. . 
Memorandum to Mr. Gallagher 
Re: Report of the Dep~rtment of Justice Task Force 

Security and Assassination Investigations." Mr. Shaheen also 
requested to know the names of those Bureau employees the 
Director intend~d to desi~nate to classify these materials.and 
to assist the Task Force in preparing a publicly releasable 
report that is protective of privacy rights, sensitive sources 

.and methods and classification concerns. (Response made to 
Mr. Shaheen in this regard by letter 1/17/77). 

This report consists of 149 pages plus the appendices .. 
After the 11 Introduction 11 this report consists of 11 The 
Assassination Investigation,'' 11 The Security Investigation," 
11 Recommendations," and the 11Appendices," which consist .of 
"D.ocuments Cited _in Report, u i'Interview Memoranda," and 
"Notes from FBI Files and Records from Other Sources." The 
TaskiForce advises this report is based upon review of FBI. 
files (at FBIHQ and in the fieldl, witness interviews (as 
conducted by the Task Force) public source material including 
newspaper accounts and books, review of the AG's file, filei 
of other Government agencies and the Memphis Pqlice Department 
as well as an on-the-spot inspection of the crime scene by 
the Task Force and a review of the local court records (where 
James Earl Ray was prosecuted). 

THE ASSASSINATION INVESTIGATION: Dr. Martin Luther 
· King, Jr., was assassinated on 4/4/68, in Memphis, Tennessee. 

The FBI, based upon the request of the United States Department 
of Justice, instituted an immediate civil rights investigation 
into this assassination. Based upon our extensive investigation 
James Earl Ray was identified as the assassin and subsequently 
·pled g.uilty to this murder in State Court in Tennessee. Re· 
presently is in local confinement. 

J 
lt 

. The Task Force report states that "based on our review 
of t~e files, the task_for~e is sati~fied t~at t~e FBI did a_ / · 
credi~le and thorough Job in attempting to_identify_any possiblf 
conspiracy or persons who could have bE~en involved in the · . 
murder, 11 (.Page 63). The Task Force states it hoped to have an 
opportunity to go over the facts with James Earl Ray, (_Pages 85 
and 86). (It is noted Ray never consented to a FBI interview.} 
Ray agreed with the advice of his a_ttorney and did not consent 1-

.· to an interview by the Task Force (Page 8 6 )_ • In reviewing the , 
· local gtiilty plea of Ray the Task Force states, 11 Thus, Ray has 
judicially confessed that he intended to and did kill Dr. King,'\ 
(Page 87). 

CONTINUED - OVER 

- 5 -
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Memorandum to Mr. Gallagher 
Re: ReJ?ort of the Department of Just.ice Task Force 

The Task Force addresses the claim of Ray to author 
· William Bradford Huie that he "drove 'Raoul' away from the 
crime scene after the murder wholly unaware of the killing of 
Dr. King. In this· version 'Raoul , ' or ' Roual, ' is the 
mysterious killer who Ray thought to be an international 

"gun-runner," (Page 88). (Our investigation never identified 
· the existenceo~'Rqoul II or "Roual. 11

) The Task Force also 
examined the allegation that Ray was "set up as a 'patsy' for 
'Raoui. ' 11 The Task Force states "The task. force views the 
exculpatory content of these varying and patently ~elf-serving 
tale·s to be unbelievable. The varyincJ details are materially 
self refuting. Ray first admits full guilt," (Pages 88 and 89). 
The Task Force al~o states "We conclude on the basis of the 

· evidence examined that there was no such conspiracy, 11 (Pag.e 90). 

In examining Ray's "Sources Of Funds" the Task Force 
states ~Therefore, the Bureau was particularly interested in 
determining his sources of income," (Page 98). In discussing 
the "Critical Evaluation Of The Assassination Investigation," 
the Task Force states "First, the task force has concluded 
that the investigation by·the FBI to ascertain and capture 
the murderer of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., was thoroughly, 
honestly and successfully conducted," (Pages 106 and 107). 
"Second, the task force views the evidence pointing to the 
guilt of James Earl Ray as the man ,;,,;ho purchased the murder 

/it! 

gun and who fired the fatal shot to be conclusive," (Page 108). 
"Third, we found that conspiracy leads (aliunde Ray's versions) 
had been consciently run down by the FBI even though they had 

. no possible relation to Ray's stories or to the known facts. 

~· 
\ 

The results were negative. We found no evidence of any complici y 
ori the part of the Memphis Police Department or the FBI;" 
(Pages 108 and 109) . "But the ,sum of all of the evidence of 
aay's guilt points to him so exclusively that it most 
effect{vely makes the point that no one else was involved," 
(Page 109). "Fourthi it is true that the task force unearthed 
some new data--data which answers some persistent questions 
and which the FBI did not seek. But the Bureau concentrated onl 
the principal in the case and much was not considered important( 
to his discovery and apprehension. We find no dishonesty ! 
in this," (Page 109). "By hindsight the task force believes Je;i::-ry 
and John Ray (Ray's brothers) could have been effectively I 
interrogated further to learn their knowledge, if any, of 

·James Earl Ray's plans, his finances and whether they helped him 
after King's death," (Page 110) . · f 

CON1INUED - OVER 
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l . 

Memorandum to Mr. Gallagher 
Re:· Report of the Department of Justice Task Force 

In discussing the "Bureau's disdain for Department 1· 
supervision," the report states that "the FBI "Legat" in London 
was instructed not to take orders from Vinson (HQ 44-38861-4507),r 
(Assistant Attorney General Fred Vinson) (Page 110). Although 

.this citation i~ incorrect as pointed out to the task force 
oh 1/17/77, it is noted in this regard that the Legat in London 
had liaison with the London authorities regarding Ray's 
extradition to the United States, and it was then and still is 
established policy in civil rights cases for the Department to 
make any requests to FBIHQ. · 

Also·o~ Page 143, the task force states, nThe task force 
does not fault th~ technical competence of the investigation Q 
conducted into.the death of Dr. King." We found no new ., 
evidence which calls for action by state or Federal authorities. 
Our concern has developed over administrative detection tactics. 

TASK FORCE RECOMMENDATIONS AS TO THE MURDER 
INVESTIGATION AND OUR OBSERVATIONS: In the attached letter to 
the AG our observations are set forth concerning the Task Force 
recommendations and the report. Therefore, the Task Force 
recommendations as to the murder investigation· are not 
summarized in this memorandum. 

SECURITY INVESTIGATION: As stated above, the OPR 
Task Fore~ was. specifically requested l?Y the AG to dete7m~ne if j' 
the relationship between the FBI and K:tng called for criminal 
prosecutions, disciplinary proceedings, or other ~ppropriate / 
action. In addition, examination of King and related security 
files was to determine if the FBI was in any way involved in 
the assassination of King. 

In its review the primary security files of interest 
to ths Task Force, in addition to the Ring security file,. 
were as follows:· Communist Infiltration of the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) :; Communist Influence in 
Racial Matters; Communist Party US. A ~PUSA) - N. egro Question 
and Stanley David Levison (~) . ~ lA.I . . 

In its final report,· the Task Fore~ devotes pages 
112-139 to a discussion of our King security investigatiort, 
utilizing subheadings entitled, "FBI Surveillance and Harassm~nt 
of Dr. King, 11 and ''Cri tic:::al Evaluation of the Security · 
Investigation." . The Task Force issues six recommendations as 
to the security investigation of King. IJ!...,./ 

In its report, the Task Force traces the FBI's 

CONTINUED - OVER 
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• Memorandum to Mr. Gallagher 
Re: Report of the Depart~ent of Justi6e Task Force 

relationship with King to include initiati6n of investigation 
in 1962, which was based on his association with Levison, and 
Communist Influence in the Civil Rights movement, the degree 
of which was debated in internal memoranda between Mr. Hoover 
and the Domestic Intelligence Division. The Task Force 
_,Qoncluded opening King's investigation in 1962 was justified, 
(Page 122); tha~ its cont~nuation was unwarranted, (Page 123); 
the Bureau to date has no evidence whatsoever that King was 
ever a Communist or affiliated with CPUSA, (Page 123); and that, 
the SCLC, under King, was anything other than a legitimate 
organization devoted to the Civil Rights movement, (Page 124). 
Further, the Task Force reported that Bureau files examined 

•. _lacked any information that Levison' s advice was dictated· by 
the CPUSA or contrary to the interests of the United States 
(Page 124) (Secret). -~\V 

The Task Force discussed the public dispute between 
King and Mr. Hoover concluding that this persistent 
controversy was a major fact6r in the Bureau's determination 
to discredit King and ultimately destroy his leadership role 
in the Civil Rights movement, (.Page 126). 

I 
With respect to electronic surveillarice of King, / 

the -Task Force report alludes to findings of the Senate 
I Select Committee 01; Intelligence ~SSC),, which. compi~ed a list i 

of telephone and microphone surveillances against King. The i 
dPR report names five additional installati6ns not l/., 
previously reported by the SSC since, according to OPR, they \./ 
appeared to have been unproductive either because King 
did not reside at the hotel as·planned or that the recordings 
made did not pick up any significant information, (.Pages 126-1271. 
The Task Force reviewed selected portions of transcripts of · 
electronic surveillances of King and reviewed several tapes 
to check accuracy of transcrpts with the original tapes. The 
Task Force concluded the transcripts were basically 
accurate, although some material was not put on the transcript 
bec~use that p~ition of_the recording was garbled or unclear \ 
or it was considered unimportant, (Page 130). 

CONTINUED - OVER 
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•Memorandum to Mr. Gallagher 
Re: Report of the Department of Justice Task Force 

Utilizing several examples of specific FBI action 
directed against King, his wife and associates, the Task Force 
report documents an "extensive program within the FBI" 
to discredit King during t~years 1964-68. In this section it 

.. is disclosed approximately (1..9 surreptitious entries against 
Levison from 1954-1965, some of which retrieved information 
concerning King. These entries were cited as a serious breach 
of the attorney-. client relationship between King and ~evison, 

· as~de from violating Leyison 's Fourth Amendment rig11.ts,1/'N\ (1 J "\ 
(Page 139) fee~t;). % _ . ;..:.../~) ~J 

In pas~ing, the Task Force noted that the FBI continued 
to employ_ an info:l!'mant in SCL(; despite the fact that the 
informant conceded to Agents.~ Atlanta that he embezzled some 
SCLC funds. The report.continued that the Bureau voiced 
strong disapproval of th~se activities, but no legal or 
dis·c:i..plinary actio~was taken with respect to the informant, 
(Page 139) (Confijl-Lia.±-). "Kt lL,, . _ · 

In its critical e~~tion, the Task Force believed 
the security investigation of King should have_term~· ted ~J\ 
uponITevison' s disassociation with the CPUSA in 19 _ d its \J;C"J 
intensification, to include COINTEtPRO activities, w. . 
unwarranted and very p~~~r i~ violation of Civil Rights 
Statutes, (Page_ 141) ( . x L,l_ ·· _ _ () 

The Task Force report notes that the continuing 
secµrity investigation of King also reflects that the AG and 1 

Justice Depart~ent Division charged with responsibility for / 
internal security matters, failed badly in what should have I 
been firm supervision of the FBI's internal security activities, f 
(Page 142) . . , 

. REC~MMENDATIONS AS TO THE SECURITY INVESTIGATION. OF I/ 
KING: Charged to address itself to Whether the nature of 
the rela~ionship.be~we~n the Bu7eau and King calle~ for cr~minal 
prosecution of disciplinary action the Task Force issued s~x 
recommendations, (Pages 145-149), which are summarized a:s l/ t 
follows: ~ 

(1) Criminal prosecution of Bureau personnel, past or 
present, responsible for possible criminal harassment of King 
was not recommended because the five-year Statute of Limitations 
has expired. No evidence of a continuing conspiracy was found. 

CONTINUED - OVER 
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--·Memorandum to Mr. Gallagher 
Re:_ Report of the D.epartment of Justice Task Force 

(2) It was recommended that no disciplinary. action 
be taken against personnel still in active service in the 
Bureau. Responsibility for initiation and prolonging investigat'on 
of King rested with the deceased Director of the Buieau and his 
immediate lieutenants, who are either deceased or retired. 

(3) It was recommended that tapes and transcripts in 
the King case be sealed and sent to the National Archives 
and that Congr~ss be ask~d to pass legislation denying access· 
to them and authorizing and directing their total destruction 
along with material iri reports and memoranda derived thereof~ 

(4) Recognizing the potential for abuse by any 
Director of the FBI, the Task Force·endorsed the Department of 
Justice (OPR) as an effective means for intradepartmental 
policing of the Bureau and the Senate Select Committee on 
Intelligence as the legislative arm to oversee performance of 
the Bureau. 

(5) It was recommended that unauthorized malicious 
dissemination of investigative data from FBI files be made a 
felony rather than the presently prescribed misdemeanor. 

(6) It was -recommended that the FBI have no 
authority to engage in COINTELPRO-type activities, which are 
precluded by the.present AG guidelines governing the FBI's 
domestic security investigations. 

Our observations concerning the OPR report on our 
security investigation of King are set forth in the attached 

-letter td the AG. . 

PUBLICLY RELEASABLE REPORT: Per the reque_st --
of the OPR, we have been assisting the Task Force in its 
preparation of a report it intends to make public concerning 
the King investigation which is protective of privacy · 
rights, sensitive Sources and classification concerns. 

PRIVACY ACT: The Freedom 9f Information - Privacy 
(FOIPA) Branch pointed out to the Task Force its chief 
suggestion was to delete all names of Agents mentioned in the 
report below the level of Assistant Director based on possible 
invasions of privacy or potential harm. Although the Task 
Force appeared to be sympathetic to our arguments, they 
pointed out that names of many of the Agents involved in 
the investigation were. revealed in the news media and by the 
senate Select·committee. 

CONTINUED..;., OVER 
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1Memorandum to MA Gallagher 
. ;Re: Report of ~e Department of Justice 

"'~~;;; ~." -Task Force 

FOIPA Branch then raised on a page by page basis areas 
where it saw possible privacy consideration, including members 
of the Memphis Police Department and Fire Department,· 
fellow inmates of Rayl and other individuals mentioned in 
the report. It was pointed out to the Task Force that we would 
be making releases in response to FOIA requests and would 
like to achieve some degree of consistency between their 

.. report and releases we were making. 

In some instances they agreed with our observations. 
· In other~, they pointed out the paiticular individual 
and his involvement in tli.e case was publicly known. In 
response to other points raised, they indicated they would 
take them under advisement. 

CLASSIF1:CATION: By letter dated 1/12/77, the OPR 
instructed the Task Force's report and appendices were t~ 
be classified "Top Secret" .and that the FBI designate 

. persons· to classdfy these materials and to assist th~ Task 
· Force in preparing a publicly~releasable report. 

The Bureau's Document Classification Officer {Security 
Officer), assisted by the.former Martin Luther King security 
case supervisor and the current case superviso_r of the sensitive, 
sources who were involved in the King security investigation, ·i') 
were appointed for this purpose. It was agreed with Mr. Shaheen "- ,V 
of the OPR that as the report represented a Department effort, it 

1 

~ould be cl~ssifi~d by the Attoiney Gen~ral based on the · · 
recommendations of the Document Classification Officer (DCO) 
and those assisting him. On 1/17/77, the DCO and his 
assistants furnished a representative of the Department Security 
Office paragraph-by-paragraph classifications for the report 
and its Appendices A and B. The DCO also assisted the 
·Department Security Office in affixing proper classification 
markings to the report. Consultations by the DCO with the OPR on 
1/17/77, determined that Mr. Shaheen at 4 o'clock on that date 
would furnish a copy of the "Top Secret" report to Senator 
James o. Eastland and Congressman Peter Rodino, both of whom· 
chair committees with oversight responsibilties. Mr. Shaheen 
advised DCO it was his understanding the Senator and 
Congressman were being entrusted with this report, that it 
was for their perusal alone, and would be returned to the 
Department upon completion of their review. Shaheen also 
advised a copy of the report had been offered Senator 
Daniel Inouye, Chairman of the Senate Intelligence Committee, 
but he refused the invitation to immediately review the r~port 
based upon pending commitments. 

CONTINUED - OVER 

- 11 -
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• Memorandum to Mr. Gallagher 
Re: Report of the Department of ·~ Justice. Task Force 

On the morning @f 1/18/77, the DC0 and those assisting 
him met with the Task Force and considered paraphrasing all 
classified portions of the report to enable preparation of a 
releasable public report. Paraphrasing was necessary to 
protect extremely sensitive sources who have furnished 

•information regarding King's communist associates. While all 
classificatiori standards were invoked, the DCO has concern 
that public release of the reportj even in its paraphrased form, 

.could through logical speculation be detrimental to· the security 
of our souices. The 1ask Force and the DC0 differed on three 
pages of the sanitized report relating to a sensitive 
·technique effected on a communist ass0ciate of King's. An 
impasse was reached and the DC0 stated he would not declassify 
and if the Task F6rce objected, they could refer the matter to 
the Department Review Committee (DRC), which has overall Q.; 
responsibility for classifications within the Department. ,

1 The DRC C~airman refused to· call a special meeting but agreed 
to discuss the classification dispute •at its regular meeting I 
at 3 p.m. At the regular DRC meeting, the Criminal Division 
representative to the DRC challenged the Task Force as to its 
use of the work "illegal''.in describing a national security 
surreptitious entry. The DRC indicated althou~h it was not 
going to make a decision regarding the legality of such 
techniques, it believed the issue of illegality was debatable 
and had not been resolved as Department policy. The DRC 
.concurred generally with the arguments relating to classification 

. I 
presented by the FBI DC0, and the Task Force agreed to attempt to 
further paraphrase and sanitize the three pages in question . 

. This was done immediately and the DC0 approved the sanitized 
paraphrased version prepared by the Task Force as 
unclassified. Chairman of the Task Force indicated he would 
clear final version of sanitize~ report through Bureau and 

· .desired concurrence in its release by Mr. Adams' office. 

- 12 -
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Assoc. Dir. _,-_ 
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Dep. AD Inv_ 
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Asst. Dir.: . 

PP m CE SJ MM/, ; Adm. Serv: _ / 
Ext. ff ml_ 

DE ME / 

P 2823582 J1AN 77 

/ 
r,·\ FM MEMPHIIS (44-1987 · SUB M) (P) 

Fin .. 
Ge 
Ident.11---­
Intell. ----
Legal Coun. _ 
Plan. & Insp._ 
Rec. Mg~-­
S. & T. Serv._ 

,, raining ____ ,, __ _ ,~lo o rJcroR C44-38861l CPR IOR rrn 

CH~OTTE (44-13 6S) (PRIORITY) 
' ~lephone Rm. __ : 

u 
SAN JUAN CPR IOR ITY) 

M IA M I C PR IO R ITY ) 

I BT 

CHARLOTTE TELETYPE DATED JANUARY 28, 1977. 

Director's Sec'y_ 

FOR INFORMATION OF BUREAU AND ALL OFFICES RECEIVING 

THIS COMMUNICATION, OTIS MOORE REFERRED TO IN REFERENCED 

TELETYPE APPEARS TO BE IDENTICAL WITH OTIS HUMPHREY MOORE 

IN CASE ENTITLED "OTIS HUMPHREY MOORE; SENATOR EDWARD 
/ 

KENNEDY - VICTIM; POTENTIAL CONGRESSIONAL ASSASSINATION 

STATlffE MATTER." IN BUREAU TELET~E T~f[bl;~if!lfSL/4~:D1tYf\:;-~ 

1976, IN THE MOOR.E - · KEN_NEDY~A1'\l¥ THE FOLLOWING INFORM~N""-==--~ 

WAS SET FORTH REGARD ING OT IS HUMPHREY MOORE= er FEB ~ 1§i? ,:/~ 

1ltETIPtD lU~ : 
8 45f'.1B 2 41977 

/ 

":!::£!b:e2! ~ - "~Ji 
. ~ I 

bl 
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PAGE TWO CME ·44-1987 SUB M) 

ON MAY 14, 1976, A REPRESENT AT IVE OF' THE SECRET SERVICE 

FURNISHED THE F'OLLOW ING: 

ON MAY 12, 1976, HE INTERVIEWED OTIS HUMIPHREY, CALLE 9 

NUMBER L-12, ROYALTOWN, BAYAMON, PUERTO RICO: DATE OF BIRTH 

PALC E OF BIRTH, EL A I NE, AR KANSAS; RA CE -

WHITE; SEX - MALE; COMPLEXION - RLIDDY; HAIR - BROWN; EYES -

GR E EN ; HE I G HT - , 5 ' 3" ; W E IG HT - 14 6 POU ND S; SO C I AL SEC UR IT Y 

ACCOUNT NUMBER MILITARY SER !AL NUMBER 

SMALL SCAR ON BRIDGE OF NOSE. THE SECRET SERVICE REPRESEN­

TATIVE ADVISED THAT MOORE SAID THAT IN 1965, WHILE DRINKING 

IN A BAR IN TEMPLE, TEXAS, TWO UNKNOWN MALES ENGAGED HIM IN 

CONVERSATION TO THE EFFECT THAT MOORE WAS OFFERED $50,000 

TO ASSASSINATE MARTIN LUTHER KING, .JR. MOORE BELIEVES HE IS 

IN POSSESSION OF SIGNIFICANT INFOFMATION,' WHEN, COUPLED WITH 

THE INFORMATION IN POSSESSION OF' JAMES EARL R1~Y AND SENATOR 

EDWARD KENNEDY, WILL BE ABLE TO "PUT IT ALL TOGETHER" AND 

RESOLVE THE MATTER OF KING'S ASSASSINATION ONCE AND FOR ALL. 

ACCORDING TO THE SECRET SERVICE REPRESENTATIVE, MOORE 

' WAS SCHEDULED TO DEPART FROM ROOSEVELT ROADS NAVAL BASE IN 

PUERTO RICO ON MAY 15, 1976, DEST !NED TO CHARLESTON,~-S.G-. 
-----.... 
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PAGE THREE CME 44-1987 SUB M) CLEAR 

MOORE VOWED THEREAFTER TO MAKE HIS WAY TO WASHINGTON, D .c., 

BY WHATEVER MEANS AVAILABLE AND SIT IN THE Or'F'ICE OF' SENATOR 

KENNEDY AND PESfER THE OFFICE PERSONNEL UNTIL ABLE TO SEE 

SENATOR KENNEDY PERSONALLY. HE· ALSO STATED HE WOULD ATTEMPT 

TO SEE OTHER MEMBERS OF CONGRESS, MENTIONING BY NAME REPRE­

SENTATIVE WILBUR MILLS. THE SECRET SERVICE AGENT NOTED THAT 

MOORE APPEARED TO BE MENTALLY UNSfABLE DUR ING THE INTERVIEW. 

ON MAY 15, 19 76, MOORE WAS INTERVIEWED BY THE FBI AT 

HIS RESIDENCE. HE REITERATED HIS INTENTION OF ATTEMPTING.TO 

OBTAIN AN INTERVIEW WITH SE NAT OR KENNEDY .REGARD ING THE 

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING AND PRESIDENT KENNEDY,. 

MOORE ADVISED TH AT IF' SE NAT OR KENNEDY WOULD NOT SEE HIM HE 

WOULD ATTEMPT TO OBTAIN AN INTERVIEW WITH JAME-SEARL RAY, 

WHOM MOORE FELT DID NOT TELL THE TRUE STORY OF THE ASSASSINATION 

OF' MARTIN LUI'HER KING. WHEN QUESTIONED REGARDING HIS KNOWLEDGE 

·oF THE ASSASSINATION OF KING, MOORE FURNISHED THE SAME 

UJF'ORMATION HE HAD PREVIOUSLY FURNISHED THE SECRET SERVICE 

AGENT, ADDING ONLY THAT A "MULTI-MILLIONAIRE LAWYER FROM 
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PAGE F'OUR CME 44-1987 SUB M) CLEAR . 

DALLAS" WAS PRESENT WHEN HE WAS OF'F'ERED $50 ,l~00 TO ASSASSINATE 

KING. MOORE ADVISED HE HAD ADDITIONAL INFORMATION BUT WOUL!J · 

ONLY GIVE IT TO SENATOR KENNEDY BECAUSE HE Ht1D CONTACTED THE 

F'BI IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE OF'F'ER HAD BEEN MADE AND NO ACT ION 

HAD BEEN TAK EN. 

AN INTERVIEW WITH MOORE•s WIFE,_ LYDIA M. MOORE, NEE 

OF' IT. AT THE TIME SHE ADVISED THAT UNTIL RECENTLY HER 

HUSBAND HAD BEEN UNDER CARE OF' A DR. GARCIA F'OR A NERVOUS 

DISORDER AND t~AS TO HAVE' BEEN HOSPITALIZED FOR TREATMENT. S.HE 

STATED THAT THE N IG Hf IN 19 65 HER HUSBAND CAME HOME WITH THE 

ASSASSINAI1ION STORY HE WAS EXTREMELY DRUNK AND DID CALL THE 
'· \'-· . (: 

F'BI. , · 

MOORE MADE AVAILABLE HIS DISCHARGE PAPERS WHICH REVEALED 

THE F'OLLOWING INFORMATION: DATE OF BIRTH, 
~-------~ 

PLACE OF' BIRTH, EL A !NE, AR KA NS.AS; SOCIAL SECURITY NffMBER , 

HOME OF RECORD, CARESIO - A NT ION R IOG NUMBER 63, 

HUM AC O, PUERTO RIGO; OCCUPATION IN MIL IT ARY, COOK A ND MESS 
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PAGE FIVE ~E 44-1987.SUB.M) CLEAR 

STEWARD; LASI' UNIT ASSIGNED, COMPANY - 75TH RANGER BN FIRST 

ARMORED DIVISION, FT. HOOD, TEXAS. UNIT RECORDS TRANSFERRED 

TO : USAR CON OP <RETIRED) RCPAC 9700 PAGE BOULEVARD, ST. LOUIS, 

MISSOURI. ~fE APO N QUAL IF' I CATION: M 14 SHARPSHOOT ER. OVER SEAS 

ASSIGNMENTS: 1965, WURTZBURG ,GERMANY; 1967-·68, VIETNAM; 

1970-71, THAILAND. REASON FOR DISCHARGE: RETIREMENT IN 

DECEMBER, 1974. 

MOORE ADV·IsED THAT HE DOES NOT BELIEVE IN VIOLENCE, THAT 

HE HAS NO WEAPONS AND DOES NOT HAVE ACCESS TO ANY WEAPONS. 

MOORE'S WIFE ADVISED HER HUSBAND IS NOT PRONE TO VIOLENCE AND 

SHE IS OF THE OPINION HE WOULD NOT RESORT TO VIOLENCE TO 

ACCOMPLISH HIS PURPOSES. 

IT WA S T HE OP IN ION OF THE I NT ER VIEW I NG AG E NT S T HAT MOORE 

WAS IN AN EMOTIONALLY UNSI'ABLE STATE OF MIND AND SEEMED TO BE· 

DETERMINED TO ACCOMPLISH HIS MISSION. PHOTOGRAPHS OF MOORE 

AV A ILA BLE IF' NEED ED. 

A REVIEW OF,; MEMPHIS INDICES AND FILES REVEALED NO 

ADDITIONAL INF'ORMAT ION IDE NT IF'IABLE WITH MOORE. 

NO FURTHER ACTION CONTEMPLATED BY THE MEMPHIS OFFICE. 

BT 

·• '<. 

"t' 

,/' .. 
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TO 

FROM 

. ' 
0-70 (Rev. 3-28-72) 
OPTIOtiAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY !:::>62 EDIT!Ot,;._ 
Gs...-''GEN. REG. ~o. 21 

5010-106 

UNITED ST ATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
Assistant Attorney General 
.Civil Rights Division 

Director, F.BI 

( 

DATE: ~1ebruary 3, 1977 

SUBJECT: ASSASSINATION .OF HAl!TlM LUTHER KING 

memoranda 
Reference is made to ~m.,.,y_,,__ __ ~dated5/2l/651 6/,8/76 &. 6/21/76 

(your file _________ ), 

· There is enclosed one copy of the report of Special Agent ________ _ 
dated ___________ at _____________________ _ 

A. D This covers· the preliminary investigation and no further action concerning 
a full investigation will be taken by this Bureau unless the Department so directs. 

13. D The investigation is continuing and you will be furnished copies of 
reports as they ate received. 

c . . b The investigation requested by you has now been completed. Unless 
advised to the contrary no further inquiries will be made by this Bureau. 

D. D Pursuant to instructions issued by the Department, no investigation will 
be conducted in this matter unless specifically directed by the Department. 

E. · D Please advise whether you desire any further investigation. 

F. D This is submitted for your information and you will be advised of further 
developments. 

G; U This is submitted for your information and ii'o further investigation will 
be conducted unless specifically requested by the Department . 

. H. D This covers the receipt of a complaint and no further action will be 
taken by this Bureau unless the Department so directs. 

1 - Office of Professional nesponsibiJLity u.s.D.J. 
Enc. 

SEE NOTE PAGE TWO. 

FBI/DOJ 
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·• . • • Asisist'ant Attorney General 
Civil Rights Division 

NOTE: On 1/28/77, Our Charlotte Office of the FBX advisE?d 
that_on J,;tnuary 2s, 1977, Jlr. Eugene v. Grace, Eye surgeon, 
911 North Broad_Street, Durham, North Carolina, w~o also 
operates !toore Publishing Company; 907 North BJ:-oad_Street; 
repol'ted receipt of telephone contact January_27, 1977, 
from Qtis Moore:, Lomas Verdes_Number 40, San Juan, Puerto 
Rico, telephone number 780--4533, offering books by Moore 
fol'" publication. Moore id(¾titified ,sel:f as retired u. s.· 
Master Sergeant ana stated in book be identifi¢d assassin 
of Ma;rtin Luther iing and implied tl!lis assassin had first 
sought to hire Moore for the assass:tnation. Moore claimed 
to have reported informa.tion to FBl and that Kailey had 
assigned Moore a f.ile number. Moor1~ indicates he Wt.ls in 
<!ontact with other. prospeeti ve publ:lsh?4'S and also . claims 
correspondence with t1. s~ Senators Jli':ranlt Church and 
Edward Kennedy. He feels . life is i11 dangel'. 

,, .. 

Orace states he has scheduied prospective recontact 
with Moore conc~;:fning pubJicatioi:1 about Sunday,_J'anuary so, 
1977. Grt,tce plails to depal't. Durhami, Nor.th Carolina, noon, 
January 28, 1a77, to drive to Diplo11iiat Motel, Hollywood 
Beach, Florida, January 29, l97rl, to rtttend medical meeting. 
Grace Offered to fly to San Jui!n Sunday, January 30, 1977, 
and take fBI Undercover Agent as Ase=istant Publisher to 
meet with Moore or otherwise cooper!tte in . any. way. . O:f fer 
of having _FlU Agent p~tic;:ipate in ~tny _ interview with 
Moore declined. Grace advised he wc>nld report results 

• of any future contacts .with Moore. 

Subseqq~ntly, our Memphis Of:i!ice of the JrBJ: 
advised that the Otis Moore referred! to above appears 
to be identical with Qtis Humphrey Mtoora. The details 
o:f the_ptior information concerning Otis Hwnpbrey_,&oore 
as well as his previous interviews a;r~ set forth :tn 
referenced 1nemoranda. 
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J /i 
T~mnmit attochel by fui:,il'llilll" - CLEA.R 

G:,; 
, 

To~ D, l"~,e, +pt, i;::-tit 
AH,,. hf\ L"'. /P~-, fV"1 clf'J • 

ftom: .:;AC~)-n"' hu:m 
s~l:!-j-.;i.;ti/~:. i:z. ~ti-;. V , 

~/ 

r I Fi"'1■rprint Ph .. tc. 0 Finguprint Rscan:i 

Spedoi lumdling futftfc-tletu.? 

Ttm■ : Tran11mltte4 -

I:;.1te1l. _ 
Lcg;,J 
Plm1. & 
Rec. l'.'1 s. & .it 
Spec.· 
'fraini 

Telcpho 
i_,Directo 

!~~ -

,;.:•~-:'.,1,l ~.-~I.,_ :.!-':.:i;.:,"',:,.,L• 1,-..:''.~""!".•,•,•:. •·•1• •r- • ,, • .,. .. ,. l'' ,. - • u·.,• ,l "'"I,:.,,.,-•• •, ,,,.-.•,·• • • ,, ... , .. , ,'., ,"'•\' '':'";':r.•~-.~:-.,,.1 ". · ,."tf, ,._,., ,t."·1~•" ~,"Plt}U:rr1, :;• ~ H'- 11-.'l'':,"i':,.l'l'f,),,••·/ ;1,• !lt:,111 ,: • ,,. .... ;., ,.., ,1•1 ,,,: ,,.,, ''"'•Ci:l' ,rr,_,, ;, \ •· \, 

l 

21 FEB 10 1977 j 
:f 

.............,._==- -
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t:Xrnm STATES OOVE.ll.NMf...•1rI' 

A1enzora,idura 
File C 4 4 -1 7 4 0 ) 

SAC, BirminP,ha.m 

~URKIN 

U. S. Attornev i'-1.ACO}: WE.AVER telephonically 
c.c:.tr:.cted f;AC ·this date· and indicated -rh,3.t he had 
received 2. t€'lephoni::: call from r1\P.L VOPC-Ml, Di$trict 
/\t-torm~y 1 1,,1ho had be~n :i.n conf f!r'f.:nce wi t:h C-o.mrn.i sEionar 
Ci:'"!QF'l"R GREtl~ + MORc~ .. AN st:a:ted that: he wished to know 
hilw Birmiri:;,ham was chosen as the nlaee in which the 
com?laint w~f; fil~!d Ph~ri;:tn!! GIH,T- with vio1.at5on of 
th~: Civil. Rip,hts Sta.t:u'te~ 

WI:tivrn. ,:tcivi.sed him that ht':' did not kncn'( tt1e 
,:i.nGwcr tc th~ quest.ion,. t,:iut h~ would c~,all Attorney 
G~ncr~l- RAMSAY CLARK in W2shin~ton and attempt to ~et_ 
an answer for him. WEAVER s.iid he svor-c to the /~ttorn~v­
Gcncral,. ~nd the Attar-ney Ge.ner-al indica:t'E!d that he 
cJid ,::tuthcr-i.ze- pY'OSt'!C.utic,n cf G/1.l,'r; · howEWf!'.r, he was not - -. 

. l 

aware -where the nr-oces s was to be filed .s inC!e. that ·_was. __ _ 
-1-· ,.,, ; .- • r. -F • l='BT -!="-F. { ::i- H - . h ,:, ~ ~ d ... ne aeC_.::,10 .. _or. - - 0 ... -l.C--lSo --• e :rurt er ,;;:.-..'/" ... Se . 
WEAVER i:ht1.f ''he,, cr::; sumcd that P,irmin~hcr.rr: w.-,~ cho~c.-.n · 

. ' -bec~u~e it wa$ ~ ~lane wh~rc th~ first nve~t aot of 
aonspiPacy occurred~ 

WI./WI:R convcvcd thi;:; · info:rm<1t inn t<'.i i"°T'. V-DKGAN ~ · 
and WE'.A\IER stated that 1-:0RGAH arme2red to be sa:tisfiecL 
r~. WLl\VER indic-:::!ted that MORGtu¼.is vrim~ c,,onc::crn We'!(; 

tha·t the f ilinc: of the· uroccs:; in nlrminiz!1~rn would 
rest;lt in Birmin~hflm nbt.:-d.n>rH:. tJ b_,~d- Y1t~t1ut:ation,. 

This information telephonicallv t7"iven to --~----
Supe-:rvisor EcGOWAN at the P..uremL, · 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



,'.,j 

~:1-36 ,iJ.-.;.~. 2-14-74>" 
. .., J /' .i", ~ ~ 

- ... _,_, FBI 

Date: 2/9/77 

Transmit the following in----------------- -------
(Type in plaintext or code) 

I 
I 

Via AIRTEL _______________ ,_..,__ ___ , 
(Precedence) ~ I 

,,.( - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - --:y ff~ l;;; ,'f'+ - - - - - - I -------
S I 

TO: ~DITuECTOR, FBI (~-1--%6 7 9) . ')., ej FROM: GAT, OTTAWA ( 44-4) (P) ~ r-.. 

JAMES EAR Y ; \\ }i)j_;~, 
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. - VICTIM 
CR - CONSPIRACY 

Enclosed are original and two copies of RCMP 
letter dated 2/3/77. 

and 

1 -

Memphis requefted to contact local authorities 
advise. ~ 

Bureau (Enc .. 3) 
U{~lOSURE 

(1 - Foreign Liaison-Direct)(Enc. 1) 
(1 - Memphis) 
Ottawa 

JAM/bad 
(5) 

Sent _______ M Per _____ _ 

)Iii 
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PLEASE ADDRESS 

CORRESPONDENCE TO: 

PRIERE D 1 ADREi:SSER LES 

LETTRES COMME St/IT: 

. TJi ~ COMMISSIONER 
ROYAL CANADIAN MOUNTED POLICE 

OTTAWA, CANADA , .. 
I.~ 

LE COMMISSAIRE 
GENDARMERIE ROYALE DU CANADA 

OTTAWA, CANADA 

K1 A OR2 
. •.. ;,,. 
·; .\, '_,."\~, ~' 

K1 A OR2 

Fll'OPEP.TY n, , . .:.,;,,_. rn1s rn•1r.r n,ronr HEAD-~UARTERS 
rs riirrur.o TG yc.1_, r.·{ :i.c.M. rnucr: FOR .. ,. 
wro~:.!•71011 GF \"iJ:'~ GEPhfiTMHJT GHlY. IT fa DIRECTION GENERALE 
NOT TO H ft.f,D, Krrnvm TO I.NY OTi-lrn 
AOENCY OR PE•SON Y/ITHOUT THE WRITTEN 
PERMISSION Of THE R.C.MJ>. 

YOUR NO. 
VOTRE N° 

OUR NO. 
NOTRE N° 

44-4 

68HQ-791-Q-60 

Mr. Joseph A. Marion (Jr.) 
c/o United States Embassy 
100 Wellington Street 
Ottawa, Ontario 

Re: Jaines Earl RAY 

February 3, 1977 

Dr. Martin Luther KING, Jr. 
Victim 
Civil Rights - Consp:iracy 

---------... ------------·----------
· Reference is made to your Memphis r,eport dated 

July 22, 1975 concerning disposition of exh:ibits being held 
by our Force in respect to captioned matter. 

It would be appreciated if your Memphis office 
could once again cause enquiries to be made with Mr. Terry 
LAFFERY, ·Assistant District Attorney General, to determine 
the present status of matters before the Courts in respect 
to Jaines Earl RAY. 

Your assistance is appreciated. 

L J,1/z;;;-: .... 
,. ~Gstrum, Ih~ 

Officer in Charge 
GenE~ral Section 

Federal Policing Branch 

~ LI / 3 <:if <,,j .-~ 
·Ct' 

l 

\ p {.,}. l~ r 
. ' \ 

£NC LO SURE 
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... ;,V.~ 
/ 

( 
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. \ 

. ·'I'ELETYPE 

PRIORITY· 

FM. DIREC'l'OR (100-106670). 

'l'O WE'O·. PRIORITY 
.. 
',._ . 

BT 

CL.EAR· -o>. 
!•1ARTIN LU'I'HER ··KING, JR.· 

. -. ' 

.. ~ :' _. . ,- ' 

•,· 

. -2/8/77 

1 Mr. Ing:ram:_ · 
.. 1 Mr-. •Deegan· 

· 1 · ·- Mr. -Lawn:_ 
. '/' 
J 

l .:. Mr •. Tl1orriton ... _ · 
1 -· Mr; Leavitt . --- . 

THE OFF.tCE: OF P~OE'ESS°r"ONAL RESPONSIBILITY _(OP.~) , DEPARTMENT 
, . 
Ol?. JUS'l'ICE (DOJ) ~ : . 

PURPOSE ·oF THIS .. TELETYl?.E : IS TO ·. ALERT WFO · REGARDING 

. l?LANS OF .QPR TASK J/ORCE PERSONNEL TO. V:ISI'l1 THAT. OFFICE TO . -·· -

CON'l'INUE REVIEvi··op·ou.R KING .INVESTIGATIONS· • 

. · ON . FEBRUAR~ f? ;; · 19 7_7 r '!'ASK I?ORCE .. ATTORNEY WILLIAM WHITE. 

··rN.brCA'I'ED I-iE; ,ALONG .. w:iT~:r 'l'Asr< FORCE ATTORNEYS J.A.MES-: - · 
- • • • 1 • - • ~ •• 

' - ',· 

I<IECKHEl'PER AND JOSEPH . GROSS., ·PLANS TO ARRIVE. AT ·WFO ON . . ... · .... _ . .. . ' . . . - ' 

•, 

FEBRUARY.·9, 1977.. · MR;· WHI'i1E INDICAT~:D. THAT SOMETHING MAY 
. . . '\. ' . 

•· .. : , ·COI>IB UP~ t-iHICH. WOULD PIIBCLUDE, THEJ:R .. ARnVING A,T, WFO ON 

~ 

I 
<J . 

. ~ 

>D" . 
-..51 
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PAGE TWO ]00~]06670 CLEAR 

FEBRUARY 9 ,- ] 977 .: . IF THIS. OCCURS, ~IFO WILL BE TELEPHONICALLY 
~ ' ~ 

ADVISED. ·THEY DESIRE TO.REVIEW THE INTELLIGENCE INVESTIGATION 
. ' . . 

.. 
OF KING, AND ALL KING RELATED ·SECURl:TY FILES, INCLUDING 

"COMMUNIST· INFILTRATION OF THE SOUTHERN CHRISTI.A..lq LEADERSHIP 

· CQNFERENCE, 11
· "COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN_. RACIAL MATTERS,n .AND-

.. "CP, USA -- NEGRO QUESTION." 

I'l' IS :t,IOTED THAT ALL' PERSONNEL 'OF THE TASK FORCE ARE 

AUTHORIZED 'l'OTAL'ACCESS TO PERTINENT,FILES- AND SUBFILES AT 
- " 

. FBIHQ AND IN THE FIELD REGARDING INVESTIGATION OF KING, HIS 

_. FAMILY ME~ERS,. A.ND ASSOCIATES. _ THIS WILL INCLUDE. COVER 

PAGES OF COMMUNICATIONS CO~TA;I:NING IlD;EJ:~TITIES . OF. SOME FBI 

SOURCES AND INFO~lU:iTS 'WHO WERE NOT AFFORDED SYI>i'.IBOL NUMBERS 

AT THAT TIME.AND INDIVIDUALS 'WHO EXPRESSED OR IMPLIED. 

CONFIDENTIALITY. INFORMANT FILES AR]~ NOT TO BE MADE 

AVAILABLE WIT~OUT PRIOR FBIHQ AUTHORITY. 

V\'IFO ASSIGN COORDINATOR TO HANDLI~ LIAISON WITH TASI< 

FORCE PER$0NNEL AND-PROVIDE OFFICE SPACE_ IN.WHICH TO 

COin:lUCT REVIEW. · CONFIRM THEIR ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE . BY · 
-

TELETYPE AND-KEEP FBIHQ ADVISED OF SJ:GNIFICAh7T DEVELOPMENTS. 

BT 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




