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71 
,., To: SAC, Memphis (ltl+-•1987) 

9/11/79 

1 - Mr. Hatfield 
Froa1 Director, FBI (4lt--38861, 

(_~~ 

ReMEairtel to the Bureau dated 9/l+/79. 

Although this matter 1• Db longer being actively investi­
gated, all information colling to the attention ot the rBI is still 
being furnished to the Department. 

Incorporate contents of reairtel into an LHM for dissemi\ 
nation to the Department. 

Assoc. Dir. __ 
Dep. AD Adm._ 
Dep. AD Inv._ 

Asst. Dir.: 
Adm. Servs. _ 
Crim. Inv. __ 
Iden!, __ 
lntell. __ 
Laboratory __ 
Legal Coun. _ 
Plan. & lnsp. _ 
Rec. Mgnt. __ 

Tech. Servs. _ 

Training ~··' 
Public Alls. DI!. _ t'. ~ 
Telephone Rm._ · 
Director's Sec'y - MAIL ROOM • 

Ph Qf:T 1 ~ 0 '?q \.) I ._, I •~ ,. 

112 SEF 11 1979 

FBI/DOJ 
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In Reply, Pleaae Refer to 
File No. 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
Savannah, Georgia 

September 21, 1979 

MURKIN 

On September 18, 1979, Special Agent Ned R. Garner, Jr., 
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), Statesboro Resident Agency, 
interviewed Earnest Drummer, inmate, Georgia State Prison, 
Reidsville, Georiga, regarding a letter he sent to FBI Headquarters, 
advising that he knew who killed Martin Luther King, Jr., and it 
was not James Earl Ray. Drummer advised he did not have personal 
knowledge of this, but had been told some of the details by 
another inmate, Undell Lay, whom he alleges to have direct 
personal knowledge of this matter. Drummer advised that he had 
written the FBI for Lay as Lay did not want anyone in the prison 
to know that he was attempting to reveal this information. 
Drummer advised that he has also written to the Governor of 
Tennessee and to James Earl Ray. He advised that he and Lay have 
agreed to reveal this information if certain things can be done 
to help them, specifically that Drummer be released from prison, 
that Lay receive $2,000 and that both share in any reward that 
may be offered and that Lay's mother be released from prison. 

Drummer did allege that it was a brother of Lay, who 
killed King and alleges that the brother, a Negro, was paid 
$41,000 by the Mafia and is currently working for the Mafia in 
a northern city and is protected by the Mafia by armed guards. 
Drummer refused to reveal any other information until a deal 
could be worked out meeting the demands mentioned above. 

Drummer advised that Lay is serving two life sentences 
for murder and was transferred to Leesburg, Georgia, Correctional 
Institute on September 18, 1979. He advised that Lay's prison 
number is 64970. 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency. It and its contents are not to be distributed 
outside your agency. 

/ 
ENCLOSURE 

FBI/DOJ 
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MURKIN 

Drummer advised that he has a long criminal record 
and is currently serving a 30 year sentence for armed robbery 
and assual t. 

The following description of Earnest (no middle name) 
Drummer was obtained through observation and interview: 

Race 
Sex 
Date of Birth 
Place of Birth 
Height 
Weight 
Eyes 
Hair 
Social Security Account 

Number 
Prison Number 
Prior Arrests 

Miscellaneous 

2* 

Negro 
Male 

Statesboro, Georgia 
5'10" 
178 
Brown (wears glasses) 
Black (balding and greying) 

70254 
Numerous, dating back to 
1955, most recent conviction 
January 17, 1976, Chatham 
County, Georgia, for Armea 
Robbery and Assault; sentenced 
to 30 years (eligible for 
parole in 1983) 
Crooked ring finger on right 
hand 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTI~'.E 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

A,'loc 11 

Drp AO , 
D•p._AO 

C,im 

ldrnt . 
., 1.~r .. ,. \ 

. I 

TO The Director DATE: 9/18/79 
Lobt«~t :: 
Legat· ,,. 

Plan/ .. I.­
Re-_.\ Mqrd 

FROM Legal Counse~ 

YttEARINGS ANDYFINAL REPORT 

Tech. >c' 
Troming 

Puuic All, 
Telephone• 
Director'~ ' 

SUBJECT: SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS 
U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
95TH CONGRESS 

\ 

PURPOSE: To advise of receipt of captioned report and hear­
ings concerning the assassinations of Martin Luther King, Jr., 
and President John F. Kennedy. 

DETAILS: Legal Counsel Division (LCD), .. is in receipt of one 
copy of the Final Report of the former Rouse Select Commit-fn 
tee on Assassinati,.q_i:1.s together with 13 volumes comprising · \ 

'fiear1ngs"iiito--the·. assassination of Dr. King and 12 volumes V) 
relating to President Kennedy. Additionally, LCD has re-~· 
ceived a set of two volumes of hearings published by the -..._ 
Select Committee which contain recommendations for legis­
lative and administrative reform (Volume I) and an appendix 
(Volume II) which is a compilation of legal memoranda and' 
documents pertaining to the Select Committee investigation. 

It is noted the Criminal Investigative Division 
is presently conferring with the Department of Justice re­
garding Select Committee recommendations for additional 
investigations into the Kennedy and Kin? mat. ters_. / 5 . 1~ •;; 1 7 t): .. _,. 

(.,, • n - , 

, LCD h-as placed a purchase order with the Govern-
ment Printing Oftice for an add_itional copy of the foregoing 
materials. ---- ---
RECOMMENDATION: 

5 ,;><~~~ . ·~ 
Recor~s Management ~ivision will iew th.=..,_ __ , ,- i 0 . 

report and hearings to determine the accurac.,-o-f"et>r.rrecµ~s vr 
to materials previously submitted to FBIHQ by tJ:1~ ,.$~_lect/2 -L 

C . tt - f',r:',•;-, Set✓• L, ci. - ------ .,,. 
ommi ee. . x·:-'nciv1.:o: .\\\ ·.· · ---- r1.~:1. ,,, · ,,.;,. _____ -rr u . 

J , 1\~r \o'i-1 ' Cnrn. Inv. __ .. --- f1c~,; , .. ·1'. _,,,.__ ~ 
"-' / [-::·•;tU -~-~ , t Tc :, !:: 

o/ Exur:. AD-Actm.\\.~.V' Idell.---·-· ----- Tr .,.,' ('; 
- - . 1nt0!1. _ --- , .. · U" ;: · 

• I ~;~~: :~~-:"Jf,1,--d:- "--. ' 
1 - Mr. Bruemmer iio'r ~·-, 

- Mr. Steel fn~nW+'• Moschella 

1
ft: - Mr. Bailey r~"kt .l'li1'1:>r 

- Mr. Mullen . .. -~ , 
RTX/: ldr ~ ( 9) See Adderlffiini,"'*:ttffi5, 1 

age 2. // 

6 3 411979 ~~Y U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Pl:n 
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Memorandum Legal Cowisel to The Directo·r 
Re: Hearings and Final Report 

Select Committee on Assassinations 
U. S. House of Representatives 
95th Congress 

ADDENDUM RECORDS MANAGEMENT DIVISION FXO:mjl 9/24/79 

Records Management Division (RMD) concurs with the recommend, 
tion of Legal Counsel. In this regard, RMD also recommends that the 
review be undertaken by SA Drew J. Clark, currently serving as 
Supervisor, Washington Field Office. Clark is the most knowledgeable 
individual available concerning this matter and handled the final 
discussions with House Select Committee representatives prior to 
publication of the final report. SA Clark has been contacted and 
stated he could commence this review 10/1/79. SAC McKinnon, 
WFO, concurs in this recommendation. 

- 2 -
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SAC, IOSTOII 

AS~IATIOIC OJ' PIUIDDr JOO P. IUIIDY1 
fk::!:=.-~~ 62•109060 . 

~6441~ BU 44-Jlff,/ -· 
1 II 

~ DIUCTOI, DI 

B• Beat• l•tter to DIIIQ, 1/21/79. 

On 9/11/79, •••• ctm.11. =•and at tit• 
Beat• DlY1•1oa _. aadt •atl•l• .. 1...a 
cone•pnd-.:• aal ahlblt to SA JOHN .JOSUII O'COIINOI.. 

cun.u laqulred .. to whether• Mt Pl"ffleu 
corru,-.1._• ....S:tt .. by b1a to the B•tt.• Dl"1•1• 
hM 1Mea ,___... to appnpd.at.e ,-1. la VUld.ast• 
D.C. a. waa ....... that tuy wen. 

am.a ... alao 4.._... tbat the wloNd 
....W a1 .. 'be,_...... ... to tile appnprlate ,...1 coaentna 
~1-- l1WUtlptin for rm.ew. le ... ...._ ... that 
lf ..wttlnal lnfomatln w.u IINCled, he wu1d be c.oat.-.ted 
1ty llIHQ eZ" tb.nqh tld.• off1c•. 

ror the iaforaati•• of the ._. ... , hR• 
Dlnaln diet Mt retala a c.opy of the pheto anal,-1• 
aid.bit faralahecl l,y CUTLD. 

(J). au ... (Eaa. 4) 
T- hft• 
JJO/po • 
(S) 

97 OCT 1 ~ :979 

--- --- ii ... 

'\~"-~, 
·. '.._ 

"' ~,i 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD~.36 (Rev. 5-2~78) 

FBI 

· TRANSM!T VIA: PRECEDENCE: CLASSIFICATION: 

0 TOP SECRET D Teletype 

D Facsimile 

0 Airtel 

□ Immediate 

□ Priority 

□ Routine 

"'~~,O ·. DIRECTOR, FBI u,~t ~ SAC , SAVANNAH 

SUBJEC~~ . 

□ SECRET 

□ CONFIDENTIAL 

□ UNCLAS E F T 0 

□ UNCLAS 

Date __ 9_/_2_1_/_7_9 __ _ 

(44-38861) 

(44-1768) (RUC) 

Enclosed are four copies of a letterhead memorandum 
regarding interview of EARNEST DRUMMER for the Bureau. Also 
enclosed is one copy of above letterhead memorandum for Memphis. 

This matter is being RUC'd. 

/JC-; , 

. ,;f~\~ 
f~ "i-tV. 
·'2.:::) Bureau (Enc ls. 4 )~ t 
1- Memphis (44-1987) (Info) (Encl. _1) . ._ or/_ ( ,- 35 
1- Savannah !JrL/1 ?\6 V 
NRG :maw - ,._JO - ,sll\t 
(4 ----- .. .. ) . - + ·< 

a sn 2a 1979 3 • ' _. -
-4 

Transmitted ________ _ Per _____ _ 
(Number) (Time) 
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U.S. o, 

8~11i':iT'lJ9'JJ 

J- :~GL'J:_;}~T~~ {tf,t-J?R~\) (IlJ~o) {})-~~CJ• T) 
:S- };;f'TX. 0.,-:;·11 (EHCJ8" ➔ )t-·•. 

~ ' J . f .. ,, 

~~T2 Wg~~6~ :f2 pGfUd Rfic,n• 

SEP 2 7 1979 

6USJO8Gq :p:: OlJG coh/1. Ot_ 9'J)OAG JG,;.;-GLJJG<.:rq illGL.:()J':.gIJqmH :[OL :JGllJlJj.J:f2° 

Lr.a:rr.q:ruc :p.1;-GI.A:fG/:, Ot_ L\-~1lE2,L n:rr,tf'·JP{ :i;0:i:. ~!JG Bf:O:.Ggf!• VJ8O 

r:.·croaGq g:r.G ~OHL cob:rca oi g JC ;:;GLJL 'JG l.i!GlilOL<.J!V'iJLJ 
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, MEMPHIS (44-1987) (C) 

t ME) 

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

memorandum 

/I(;' 
} , Re Hemphis airtel to Bureau dated 9/4/79 

and Bureau airtel to Memphis dated 9,.tl/79. 

Enclosed for the Bureau are the original and 
three copies of an LHM suitable for dissemination to the 
Department of Justice. This LHM contains information 
concerning WYNDELL SPIVEY, inmate number 73511, Tenness e 
State Prison, and his alleged confession in the killing o 
Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING. 

£)_ Bureau (Enc. 4) 
1 - Memphis 
FMC:sle 
(3) 

' ( t.-\\ 
't~l) 
I C..c\ ""· \'w. 
010' 

~ I '")1" 
et"~ 

- -
' -s 1979 

-
t 

j 

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 
OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
(REV. 7-711) 

T '1 "'· ~979 
f --• • 

GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.11 
!1010-112 
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In Reply, Pleaae Refer to 
File No. 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Memphis, Tennessee 

September 24, 1979 

RE: MURKIN 

On July 23, 1979, WYNDELL SPIVEY, Tennessee 
State Prison inmate number 73511, sent a letter to the 
National Personnel Records Center, 9700 Page Boulevard, 
St. Louis, Missouri 63132, containing a letter in which he 
alleges to have killed Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING. The envelope 
contained his return address which was Tennessee State 
Penitentiary number 73511, Station A West, West - 100 Hospital, 
Nashville, Tennessee, 37203. His enclosed letter reads as 
follows: 

"Mr. WYNDELL SPIVEY RA  
SS  

Honorable discharged 8-27-57 
Joined Ku Klux Klan 5 or 6-65 
Confession to make for killing Dr. MARTIN L. 

KING date 3-24-1968 on about 12:00 noon or little after with 
Remington nylon 66 extra long rifle hollow point I left weapon 
with Mr. JOHN ONEAL last worked at Alex's Tavern Jackson & 
Watkins He lived on street running behind tavern. I'm in 
prison now for a rape charge. This all took place in Memphis 
Tenn. and please let it be known I did it legally. I just 
failed to report it too the proper officials. I was just 
slowing them down just a little bitty bit. 

Yours truly Prison No. 73511 
WYNDELL SPIVEY" 

On August 24, 1979, JIM ROSE, Warden, Tennessee 
State Prison, advised SPIVEY has a long history of mental 
problems and is currently incarcerated in the Psychiatric Ward 
at the prison. He is currently incarcerated, having been 
convicted of rape at Memphis, Tennessee. Warden ROSE pointed 
out that even though SPIVEY is in the Ward for the mentally 
disturbed, he is not a violent type of individual. 

This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property,of the FBI and is 
loaned to your agency, it and its contents are not to be dis­
tributed outside your agency. 
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RE: MURKIN 

On August 27, 1979, WYNDELL SPIVEY, inmate, 
Tennessee State Prison, #73511, stated he is the person 
who wrote the letter to the National Personnel Record 
Center in St. Louis, Missouri, on or about July 23, 1979, 
and confessed that he is the individual who killed Dr. 
MARTIN LUTHER KING. He also furnished additional information 
regarding his alleged involvement: 

He was in Atlanta, Georgia about the time 
JOHN F. KENNEDY was running for the President •Of the United 
States. At this time he noticed all the destruction and 
demonstrations that were prompted by Dr. KING's speeches. 
He decided he was then going to kill KING. He said he 
actually killed Dr. KING by accident while he was residing in 
Memphis at 1772 Brown Street. He pointed out that he had been 
released from the Shelby County, Tennessee Jail on or about 
March 5, 1968 and he killed Dr. KING on or about March 24, 
1968. SPIVEY was advised that KING was not actually killed 
until April 4, 1968. SPIVEY said that he killed KING on or 
about March 24, 1968 and no later than March 26, 1968, and that 
either the newspapers or someone else withheld the story for 
several weeks and would not let this information out. He 
said JAMES EARL RAY was unjustly blamed for the murder of Dr. 
KING and said RAY was actually in custody and on trial in 
Judge BATTLE's courtroom in Memphis for the murder of KING 
before he actually killed him. He said the murder weapon 
was a .22 caliber Remington automatic, model 66 nylon, rifle. 
He said he fired .22 caliber extra long hollow point bullets. 
He pointed again the reason why he killed KING was that 
KING would preach peace and actually cause violence and des­
truction. He said he shot KING from an old boarding house 
across the parking lot from the Lorainne Motel in Memphis. 
SPIVEY reiterated that he did kill KING on March 21 or March 
26, 1968 and not on April 4, 1968. He said he could add nothing 
to the statement and thought he might be released from the 
prison in a week or two. 
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UNITED S'l'ATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
. 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU Of1NVEf.TIGATIOt-; 

TO : Assistant Attorney General DATE: 10-1-79 
CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION 

ft.OM : Director, FBI 

SUBJECT: 

MURKIN 

l 

Reference is made to -~M=Y-=--- memorandum dated __ 9"---_2""""6_---'-7--'-9 ___ _ 
(your file _________ ). 

There is enclosed one copy of the report of Special Agent _______ _ 
dated _________ at __________________ _ 

A. D This covers'the preliminary investigation and no further action concerning 
a full investigation will be taken by this Bureau unless the Department so directs. 

B.- ~ The investigation is continuing and you will be furnished copies of 
reports as they are received. 

C. D The investigation requested by you has now been completed. Unless 
advised to the co~trary no further inquiries will be made by this Bureau. 

D. D Pursuant to instructions issued by the Department, no investigation will 
be conducted in this matt.er unless specifically directed by the Department. 

E. D Please advise whether you desire any further investigation. 

F. D This is submitted for your information and you will be advised of further 
developments. 

G. D This is submitted for your information and no further investigation will 
be conducted unless specifically requested by the Department. 

H. D This covers the receipt of a complaint and no further action will be 
taken by this Bureau unless the Department so directs. 

Enc. (1) NOTE: ATTACHED IS A LETTER DATED 9-25-79 FROM MR. EARNEST 
DRUMMER WHO WAS PREVIOUSLY INTERVIEWED ON 9-18-79. 
IN VIEW OF RESULTS OF PREVIOUS INTERVIEW, NO 
FURTHER INVESTIGATION IS BEING CONDUCTED. CORRESPON-
DENTS LETTER IS NOT BEING ACKNOWLEDGED. v· \\. ~ r "t ~ 

1 - CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION ,\ i.' 
1 - CRIMINAL DIVISION 

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan ~ ~•1100
J 
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Because of the desire of this office to be 

responsive to all inquiries and communications, 

your consideration of the attached is 

requested. Your findings and views, in 

duplicate form, along ~fr@tl[GJtLAlWE AFFAIR& 
enclosure, will be appreciated by 

~1-t ~"T"';-:-~-::-':::"" -::..,.. --=~---tt:-,=-::.~~~-~-:::.!71~~,ri!"".c---· 

Form #2 
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~ FJtOII - . 

•· 
SEN JACOB JAVITS .. - . 

' . . 
t TO 

~ . 
Justice '· 

DESCRIPTION 
~/' 

Let re Martin Luther King, Jr. 

' 

REMAFl<S 
c 

PLEASE RETURN COPY OF RfPLY 
AND THIS FORM TO OLA 
f:OO~f 1607, EXT. 456I -~ MAIL CONTROL 

- .. ., ., .. ~ , ... . ' . .. , 

/ 

DA TE OF DOCUMENT SUSPENSE DATE------
. ---undated 10/18/7l 

I : . 

DATE RECEIVED CONTROL NO. l :. 

--
10/2/79 4136 ··~ 

REFERRED TO DATE 

V.LI\,.; , n ./~ /79 

F6t lt) ftt, /79 . . 
·j 
~ 
j 

' 

PREPARE REPLY FOR SIGNATURE OF 

.Qi,e FBf.. \i :. 
OJ-~.· REPLACES AD-820 

WHICH MAY BE USED 7-5-7 . . •. ...... ·,_._ '., . 

Exec AD Adm._ 
Exec AD Inv. _ 

Exec AD LES_ 

Asst. Dir.: 
Adm. Servs. __ 
Crim. Inv. __ 
ldent. __ _ 
lntell. __ _ 

Laboratory 
Legal Coun. 
Plan. & lnsp. 
Rec. Mgnt. 
Tech. Servs. _ 
Training __ 

Public Affs. Off. _ 
Telephone Rm._ 
Director's Sec'y _ 

FBI/OOJ 
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%n Yin of tbe 111.ture of tbe diacussion Ybicb ·nr:ic YU 
•cheduled to bave in ~ew Tork Yitb Clarence Jones and E.a.rr1 Wachtel, 
it was 1elt tbe result■ of the diac:-Js&ion would contLin considerable 
intelligence in!ormation. ~•• Tork aaid tbat througb otber 1nforz.a­
t1on wbicb ~hey )ave developed, it appears tbe seetin~ Till actua.117 
be held 1n Yacht!l'• office, but New Yo~k still strongly reeoi:mended. 
use of &icropbone covera~e 1n the rooms occ-upied b7 ~inr'• pLrtJ 
as tbe results of tbe seetini in Yacbtel'• o!!iee would later l:>e • 
discussed S.n .tbe botel rooms. . • . : · 

tn Yiew of fine•• continued contact Yitb Cla.renee Jones . '<}l' •ho is Xinc'• co0duit for contact with communist Stanley Levison 
and 1n viev of other activities of Xini, it 1.s considered bi~blJ 
desirable that Rew York place &icropbone coverage on these roo:.s 
~f tb1s can be done ~itb tull eecurity. Eoner &ssured ae full· 

1 security would be aviilable and that the 1~c:1ividuals 1.nvolved Till be _. 
under pb:;sical surveillance •o the &icropbone 1nsta.lla. tion could be -.,.,_. -
sade d·~~~~ the ·conference 1n Yacbtel's c!!ice •. ~ew York contempl~ted 

# ,..,. • 

ll.S ~ 0 ~ ~~~~~o/--tw::...,¥ . ~._;..:--~~:.H _. '"-~~-,~~- .:+l;" ;,;..:~;:..~.~:.._~7~~-r-"-...~~·-:-1• . ~-- .. :., ~:~~~ ,-;:· -:d.~-~ -;•,- ,-
~. 0:~· -~: -~~:::::z:-,na. ~Ol.C!l_ l~~~,e; 'c .. :.. t)i,; xr.s~.l~~~l'Th 1trfr~.:·eE • .:!,. 

. . . 
ACTION:· · · 

·.• . -... 
• 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



-~------ ------- - . -- ·- ---·- .... -----------· .. - ~ ---- ------- ---- - · .. : 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



- . .- .... ... -- ---- ... •·•--..,--- -· --·-- ·----·-· ·-- -- ... -···---. --· •.-•-·------·-· --------------·-- ·-- ---- - -·-· 

.... 

;, 

.. 

...... . 
. .. 

. 
• • . • I • - .... 

. ... 

~: -• • 4 

. • 

-• 

·. 

( 

·. , .. . --
·. 

• 

. ., .. 
41 

• .. · ...... 

- • . , 
~ 

:l 
.. 

,. 

. I 

• 

. . . .. . . . 

. \ 

.. 

-·- • -

.. . 
••• 

. . . . 

. . 

• 
. . 

• 

·-

· . 

. - .. 
·- . 

I, 

.• . ;. 

•• 

\ . •. 
-·. -. 

:, . . 
I 

. ,-·· ·------------------~ • • 
• -;.~·•· _;~~:. NOVEMBER J9, 1965 • 

·• a J . - 1.-.., . • -..: . . '--' . ,. 
-~ ... <;~'7-RAL INVESTIGATIVE DTVISION _, 

· '. .• This re!e.rs to the Interstate Transnorta­
tion or Motor Vehicle case in which IW?&iA 

ffl'.-#3$-~&.,;...¥,:uade allegations he sold 
stolen automobiles to o!!icials o! Soathe.rn 
CbrisUan Leadership Co~{ei•ence {SCLC). 
PurS\Wlt to orders issued by the Depart.mer 
-..ea.re condt:cting a restricted investigation 
in thls matter and the Department 1s presen 
ly considering what further prosecution 
should be authorized. Hosea William.;, 
Director or Vpter Re:fstration, SCLC, wbe 
inlervfo".-~d. denfe-d in,-o!vcmPnt thi~ ca.se. · 
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cf the caravan called the •'!111• Yr&in" wa1 arrested in i;.v jersey 
in April, 1968, Yi th drugs and a sto1L"l gun in bi.a car. S.vera.l 
sie:be:-1 c! the •out.hem ccavan vere ••an Yi th piatol• ill their 
po•••••ion. In conneetion vith tb. ~~dvest Caravan; large 
C[Ua:lt1ti•• cf fe>o<!, clodiing, end blank.et• we:-e found abandon.d 
:co buse1 used by the caravan. Ca.:ipaign cfficia.la were not 
inte:-eated 1n having t.~• aaterial ntumed as they aa.id it wu 
all donated and they could get sore en the way• 

. ; , . . ... . . ... -~_,,. -: . .. . . . . . 
. . - . -· . .,, ..... • .. ·".-&• ,: :,.., .. . .. . . .,,,.; 

OD May 20, at l.esurNction City, • nen cameraman was 
th.-eatL""Wd for failing to enter a tent _. inatnscted. J.. marshal, 
.cce cf tbe city'• ovn sec:r..irity force, told the nevr.:lA."l• "lf you 
-clon't get in that tent, l'll cut you ¥1th 1Jt'J ruor." l.ata:-, .: 
..Tease Jacuon, a ca::paign cfficial, aaid the marshal va.1 cnl.y . : 
kidding and did.n • t knov the incid..e.nt va• bein& recorded. ·: .... 

·. .. . ;:. ~ .. 

-~ 

•. 

'The i>ext day • reatde.."lt of Resun-eetion City vas arrested 
for p:-aetic!.ng a "quick drav'' vi.th a p11tol loaded vith "dum-d:.z" ··, . ~ 
bullet 1. During a rock-and-roll DJaic entertairune.nt, six fight• .... 
erupted • .A marshal·reque•ted police ass11tance in removing 
arined men from itesurrection City in another incide..~t, but a lteverend 

· 4foung, • C&:'lpaign cf ficial, •aid the =arahal• vould handle ~• and .:.· 
" · . . denied entey to the city to the police• . · •- : . " . . . .. : .. ·. ... .. . . -:- :- ... - •---; -~=~~~.-= ·•-:---

- ·_ .. ;_ .. _, ___ ~~- · ·. - "'"There have been fight• during. ~al• vhich -1:aueed official.a · 
· · ·to call a town 1t1eeting to di•cua• the fight• a:nd the ma.rahal1 had . • .. 

~o diaarm a sun tarrori~ing ether re•identa vith a :eat cleaver. · 
· · _· ... The ''Coc::r.&ndoa," • group \lilder the leadership cf lather James __ 

Croppi, haft clubs, •ix or ••~ butche_r _blivea, «r1d tvo sun•~:.· 

.. -- . 
. - -

·­........ '". . ..... . 

• • • I• r. • , ... •· ···- .. -·--
~••1de.nt• cf lesurrection <;ity bave U-.rovn rocka at .. . . 

pa••in& automob1l••• du.agi.ng four car• and i.Djuring one voe.an. _ .• __ 
Two nev1peper reporter• vera beaten by tae.n•a.ge re•1de.nt■ of :the · . ·· 
city and their valkie•talki• radio ta~\'l. · To date, it baa cot:· :·.:t: · 

: ,..,,_en returned, It va1 valued at over $500. A dr.mk lun~d -at·~-:· .... ~ . 
knator :Edvard MJ•ki• of Maine duri.Dg the S.nator'• vi11t to the :·;.--:-·· 

.. 

city. . ..... •·:•-~.r~=:~:. ~-.. ...... . ·• • . .... . , . ·.:.~ ...:.. ·= ... ~ ..... ~~--..:.. 
On June 9, • Negro sun •tole a ca.::iera airin& the a.fterncx=2 

and ran into lteaurNctio.a City. M.ar1hal1 rafu••d to allov police 
• . . . .. 

• . • .. • .... 
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an beUlg be1d for shooting and killing two v. s. Marine officer• _. ··· ' 
and vaunding 1:Yo ct.."M!r person•• The.se three were ~o move into 
J.esurNction Ci~ the night of the :urd•r • . _ - -:- .. . . . - . . 

'Member• cf another teen-ag~ -gang e.alled the "Invaders" 
'Who are Yitb the ca:pa1gn from Me:iphia, Tenne~see, invaded the -
a&llou High Sc."iool in \iaahington and -rou::ied t.'le hall• ~tting -:· -
off firec:rac:ker• and tu.ming in tvo fal1e fire alar.::.s. A 
campaign participa:it va• arN•~•d for ,:,efuaing ~o pay for drink.a 
1.D a Wa•hin&toa natau:ant and pulling a tnif• °:1 cha vaitresa. -:..'..-:-: :· .. : .. ·~ .. -~·~-~- :· :.; 

. lluring a dcmonstrat1ca at the Supreme Court !uilding, _ 
aiz c:a=p&igner• threv rocb and broke fin windows, Tbree 
<a::tp&igner• wen arre1ted for levering the flag -cc half &a.St and· . 

· .f~v• otbai• vere la tar arrested for cb•cene languag•• · · -:: ~-;. . . .-::- t:~ :· 
' ✓ - • -.•:=-::=~--::: :.; .:· .. 

At the Depart:ent of Justic:a, ca:pai~r• •t with -~::=- ... , . : 
A::cr=,ey ee.~eral ~ey Clark and cne aaid, Hile ain't got .zio _ __, -__ .- ,.:· · 
1D00ey, :an, but ve got &atdw•, man. Ji:, lla::iJley Clark, you · ~";;: .:. , . 
better tall ~ polS.ct t0 pt their r..m• ready. Por •ve:y cme 'Cf ~- · 

; ·-"C.1 you kill in Resurrection City, ten cities an going to bum."" - '.";._:_ 
.-: -: : • .. - •""Ill· - ,.. ·~...;,,. .. -

· .-.. .- · · ,:bis _vu after A:ldrev Tow,g reportedly said ove:- the ~-- ;_·::. · 
public addre•• ·ayatam 1n P..esurrection City, '"We ca."'l."":Ot -IN.rVive _··.:.-i-~?".·· 
in America unless ve put Cl end to the pre•~t government .y1t.e: .:;~~­

that will inert Ubly lead to G.1:' d.eatructicn. "--~~-ie .:-S,.:Y,:~~-~~"' 

1::nsral Ac:1-rltt __ --~ ~ ':/ · :.:_:~ ..- ~~ • ~~~ ~ "'":;.:~ ~ ~- ~-~ ~~ ::~5{;:A~~~ 
: .le !'...ay, 1968, a We~o fa:ala va• rap•d 1n ltel'Urrect101l .·:-·•--. 

•. · ··C1ty. 00 J'une 1 ~o e•rloaci• cf wit• fez.ala• ca:2 ~o the city at 
_.;.-;.- 2 a.a. ~o "voluntaer their ••rvice••" Negro fe:ale• in the c1.cy .-.. -.:. 
:::.:.:_- · ara di•~~rbcd at Negro m&l.•• fer .aleeping vi t!l Negro fe!llAlea ~i-1.n! · . 
!- -~. _ the day &rld the.n goi::g tc hctala -vi th v:i ta f e..=-le• at llight. --...... - --· 
.. . J.avere..i'ld J -=-• !evel, a ca.mp&ign cffic:ial, Np lied io tr.e coc:;,1a1.nts 
1 : - with d.eregatory re:.ari:.I abcut blac:k voce.n. Ba r•.!i.ued to •?0logiu · 
·· ·- .nd ••• threatar.ed 1,y a,.ala r••i<!e.nts. An crgani~.atio::i ha• bee ~ 

" lt.arted 1n R.es,,:r:-ection City by N•gro female• to try to •top liegrc··.~ 
.. . ~ &ale re11dct• from •l•ej)ing with vhita fe!:&1••• · .. · ... _ -~~!·:~ ..- ··~ -· . . . :-a...._ ... ___ ............ • • - -

I ---· ... . ..• "!""'------~-~ ·- I 

~- - ••• ~·-· : •• -- ~ • • .. .. • - ·- •••• : --- :..::.· .-~ .... ---·- .._,.____. 4 ~. -- .. ,.• • • .. . • •· . . 
•• •• . : '••• • ----•,-• •• ·• •• I __ .. • . ••,_.._ •" -~ • -•• ...... --::=~ ......... i••~ ..... ':!:...c.:;. .... .f••-Atl-f•-~..,J ·••, 

_-:~ ~---·--~ . ~-- ... ·:--:. -· ·-.- .. - ·:-·:-:-:::--: -:- -~~~~~--~~.-:;:;·•·:- .··_·. 
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(\ 
Honorable Jacob K. Javits 
United States Senate 
Washington, D. C. 20510 

Dear Senator Javits: 

October 23, 1979 

r.EDiltt4t. GOVERNMBN't 

Your r~rral of October 2nd on behalf of 
=~i!~d ~:_s. G. ~~u!'tis has been directed to me for a 

A complete review of the Curtis' letter indicates 
a desire on their part that you, as a m~r of Congress, 
vote against a bill making Martin Luthei"-~ing's birthday 
a new Federal holiday. --"-·---·--·--------

Due to the fact that this proposal is legislative 
in nature, it would not be appropriate for the FBI to comment. 

In the event your inquiry related to the FBI 
documents which were enclosures to the Curtis letter, these 
excerpts from our files have been released upon request 
under the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act. 

Your enclosures are being returned as r~ue~ed. / "\, 

Sincerely yours, ~ ~~ 3 (/) 
0 
Lu 

Q") ,._ 
(.T") - } 1 ~ _i :.. :: ·, ,_, .. / 

/,-/ ,.. . ,· ! 
'' :ff t· I ·-. 

1.J <N 

\

1i 1- William L. Bailey g Assistant Director 

'~----Enclosures ( 14) DJ]! L/ / 
1 Assistant Attorney General - Enclosures 

Office ot' Legislative Affairs 
1 Albany - Enclosures (15) 

Assoc, Dir, -:--1 - Buffalo - Enclosures (15 l 
Dep. AD Adm, 
Dep, AD Inv, --=:I New York - Enclosures ( 19) 

--' 

0 

-~ 
(16) 

.. 
Asst, Dir.: 1 - Legal Liaison and Cong ref: sional 

Ad~. Servs, ~: , mh ( 1,Q) 
Affairs Unit - Enclosures (1&) 

Crom, Inv. -- J }'' 
ldent, ___ ., .•,, ,· /' 
Intel!.___ (!V\ '·\ 
Loborotory __ 
Legal Coun, __ 
Pion. & lnsp, _ 
Rec. Mgnt, __ 

Tech, Servs. _ 
Training __ 

Public Alls. Off._ 
Telephone Rm._ 
Director's Sec'y_ MAIL ROOM~ 

f 

FBI/DOJ 
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F~ BIRMI _HAM (44•1740) 

(44·•3$861) (PRIORITY) 

. BT 

. :'.1ffltt A . 

( (1,MURKI N ,\ 
)., . 

. "'--····~----#·-<· 
) 

RE BIRMINGHAM TEL; MAY 31, 'A977. 
. i 

·ON MARCH 13, 1980, DEeUTY ~EID SIYJITH, SHELBY. COUNTY 

SHERlFF'S OFFICE, COLUMBIANA, ALA:BA,MA, ADVISED THAT MORRIS 

o~ DAVIS cFoRMER BIRMINGHAM 1019-PCD WAS ARRE:SIED ON- MARCH 
\ • . , . ! <' ' 

12 9 1980, FOR DRUG POSSESSION AND IS I_NCARC£RATED IN THS: 

. ' . _,;.._\ .... , ...... -·---­... · . ...._. ·.: 
.~ ...... ............ " ..... ··.• --••.-: 111111:a 1. na..,... ....,, ..... _,, 

' , 

'. r ,, 

SHELB:/:~:

1:1~:1~; His ARRm DAVIS HAD IN HI~ P~SSESSI~~ \ 

HUNDREDS OF PAGES OF HA.NDWRITTEN NOTES DISCUSSING THE FIH~~ . 
I 

• I 

· {;IA, DEA, THE KING ASSASSINATION AND OTHER MATTERS. ·MUCH · 

OF THE JNFORMATION IS CRITICAL OF FEDERAL AG.ENCi ES AND . • .. 

fiIS~USSES DAVI~' THEORi CONCERNING TrE ASSASSIN,A:::~N Of .·(j; .··· ?x;l/ 
MARTIN ,LUTHER KING,, JR. ·- '{ ) G I . . ' .. '. 

-- ' ·=· 

' 

C/11rJ'·. 
79111 ,~80 

bl~-
' ... _, ! .. . 

' ,. . ' 

' ' '- . 

' ' 
1,,." 
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HAR 11 ~iiAt108Ba Aft ~ao 
RECEIVED-f:11!. 

· U~S\ OEPT. OF JUSTICI 
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.PAGE .TWO BH 44•1740 

DAVIS" THEORY HAS BEEN FU~fHSHKD PREVIOUSLY TO 

1-lJlHQ, THE LAST B.EING B-IRMINGHAM AIRTEL AND LHM ,D.ATEO 
. ' ' 'i 

., OE<'.;EMBER 15, J,976, ENTITLED, "ASSASSIN~TION OF 

/ 

I ' • 
' \ 

MART IN LUTHER KING,, JR.; CIVIL RIGHTS"•· ALSO, DAVIS 
' ! 

WAS INTERVIEWED a·y REPRESENTATIVES OF THE 'HOUSE ASSASSINATION 

oo'Mr'11tTEE J)URING 1977 • 

BIRMINGHAM 1S TAKING tJO FURTHER ACTION REGARDING THIS . 

. MATTER At.JD .THE ABO VE IS FURNISHED 'FOR 1 NF01RMATIO N IN THE ' 
'i 

EVENT PRESS 'INQUIRIES ARE RECEIVED CONC-ERNING THE DOCUMENTS 
/ ' ' \ 

WHlCH APPEAR TO HAVE BEEN WRITTEN .BY DAVIS. 

BT 
I '; 

I 
. i 

.l 

/ 

'i 
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10-24-79 
SAC, BOSTON 

,,,(;: ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT JOHN F. KENNEDY, DALI.AS, TEXAS, 11-22-63 ({/f Bufile 62-109060, BSfile 175-112 

4uRI<IN 
Bufile 44-38861, BSfile 157-644 

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 

ReBSlet 9-12-79. 

Mr. R. B. CUT!IER, Manchest~r, Mass., forwarded the 
enclosed documents to FBI, Boston Division, for transmittal 
to appropriate substantive desk at FBIHQ. Receipt of his 
"Messages" of 9/24/79 and 10/12/79 have been acknowledged 
orally. 

If FBIHQ desires any additional information from 
Mr. CUT~ER, it is requested that specific information desired 
be forwarded to the Boston Office. 

Copies of enclosed documents furnished by Mr. CUTEER 
have not been retained in the files of the Boston Di'Uision. 

(3}-Bureau (Encs.) 
(~92-109060) 
(~4-38861) 

2-Boston (175-112) (157-644) 

JJO'C:po'b 
(6) 

. . 
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10-24-79 
SAC, BOSTON 

ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT JOHN F. KENNEDY, DALLAS, TEXAS, 11-22-63 
Bufile 62-109060, BSfile 175-112 

MURRIN 
Bufile 44-38861, BSfile 157-644 

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 

ReBSlet 9-12-79. 

Mr. R. B. CUTEER, Manchester, Mass., forwarded the 
enclosed documents to FBI, Boston Division, for transmittal 
to appropriate substantive desk at FDIHQ. Receipt of his 
"Messages" of 9/24/79 and 10/12/79 have bean acknowledged 
orally. 

If FBIRQ desires any additional information from 
Mr. CUT~ER, it is requested that specific information desired 
be forwarded to the Boston Office. 

Copies of enclosed documents furnished by Mr. CUT!lER 
have not been retained in the files of the Boston Di,zision. 

(!taureau (Encs.) 
(2-62-109060) 
4),44-38861) 

2-Boston (175-112) (157-644) 

JJO'C:po'b 
(6) 
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TO 

~ 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

DATE: 9/15/80 

Enclosed for FBIHQ and Memphis is o~e copy each of 
a Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP) letter dated 9/10/80, 
which is self-explanatory. 

RCMP letter of 1/19/79 referred to in the above enclosure 
was forwarded to FBIHQ by Ottawa letter 1/24/79. 

Please note information furnished by RCMP may 
reclassified or further disseminated without prior RCMP 

~ 
not be 
authority. 

Qiureau (Enc. 2) 
(2-Memphis)(44-1987 Su~M ,~ 

I-Ottawa ~,, 
RLM: dlb ,,

1
h ~io 

( 5 ) ·- y(v, ,<O \ ~ 
..jV"' '(I ,o 

'v' q,tl ,J \/ 
' ,,(J,~ .d 

~0--

,offo'"' 
M SEP 2\ 1980 

8 4 OCT 2 3 1980 
FBI/OOJ 
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Royal Canadian Mounted Police Gendarmerie royale du Canada 

1980-09-10 

Your file 

44-4 

Our file 

Vot re reference 

Not re reference 

6 8HQ-7 91-Q-60 
Mr. Robert L. Moore 
Legal Attache 
c/o United States Embassy 
100 Wellington Street 
Ottawa, Ontario 
K1P 5T1 

Re: James Earl RAY 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. - Victim 
Civil Rights - Conspiracy 

This is further to our letter of January 19, 1979 regarding dis­
position of exhibits being held by our Force, and your reply of 
March 9, 1979. 

It would be appreciated if we could once again cause enquiries to 
be conducted through the Assistant District Attorney in Memphis 
to determine if we can now dispose of the exhibits in this case. 

Your assistance is greatly appreciated. 

J!U 
G. TimKo, Inspector 
Officer in Charge 
Federal Policing Branch 

1200 Alta Vista Drive 
Ottawa, Ontario 
K1A OR2 

This document i3 tba prn~erty nf the Government of Canada. 
It is lmcd tn ;our A;;P.r.~y only P.r.~ a is nat to ha reclmmed er 
furthtr rlimmin'.:'.r~ 11iU1~::t t!le cc~;ti,.: li1 t;1 crigir.stor. 

l.e F€~:Ji ~c:ulil£r.t !St in r:~;1~ ,t~ (u gomrn'.lr.:enl tfu 
Cana~. II e;;t mis a la li:s~1n:t:ar. lie vo!re ml ~r,ariisne; sa cote 
de sfcuritii ne p~u: atra motHi(e et ii r,e ~Dii etre transmis a ul 

aatre orgar.isme sans l'at•:zr.!l:..ent de l't~Wteur. 

~RLtdllll 
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0..70 <Rev. 8-3,78) 

TO 

FROM 

UNITED STATES GOVERNlJENT 

:Memorandum 
Assistant Attorney General 

UNITED STATES DEtlRTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

DATE: 7 /2/80 
ATTN: MR. ROBERT L. KEUCH 

Director, FBI 
!-CRIMINAL DIVISION J 
1-CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISCi>f, 

r,rt 
Reference is made to __ m_y ___ memorandum dated __ l_l_/_2_6_1_7_9 ____ _ 

(your file _________ ). 

There is enclosed one copy of the report of Special Agent ________ _ 
dated __________ at ____________________ _ 

A. D This covers the preliminary investigation and no further action concerning 
a full investigation will be taken by this Bureau unless the Department so directs. 

B. D The investigation is continuing and you will be furnished copies of 
reports as they are received. 

C. O The investigation requested by you has now been completed. Unless 
advised to the contrary no further inquiries will be made by this Bureau. 

D. D Pursuant to instructions issued by the Department, no investigation will 
be conducted in this matter unless specifically directed by the Department. 

E. D Please advise whether you desire any further investigation. 

F. D This is submitted for your information and you will be advised of further 
developments. 

G. O This is su~~itted for your information and no further inves!iga!t .. n will 
be conducted unless specifically requested by the Depr,,,. / 3 i>J'U J .,.,,,.,. 

H. D This covers the receipt of a complaint ;id !fo further aciiatl.Jlllill.k- -
taken by this Bureau unless the Department so directs. NOT RE:_U :~::JED 

3 AUG 23 1982 t 

Enc. Attached letter has not been acknowledged. -----

FBI/DOJ 
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AIRTEL 

Director, FBI (44-38861) 

SAC, Memphis (41+-1987) 

10/8/80 

1 - Mr. Hatfield 

Enclosed tor Memphis are two copies ot a letter from 
Legat, Ottawa, and one copy of a Ro;ral Canadian Mounted Police 
(RCMPJ letter. 

Memphis contact appropriate otticials regarding evidence 
maintained by RCMP. 

Enc. (2) 

1~, 0 
(!'.) a, --~ 
,, . ., 

~ •-=,) 

~ !,..-.• 

\ __ ,, 
--, 

Exec AO Inv, _ 

Exec AD Adm. _ 

Exec AD LES_ 

Asst. Dir.: 
Adm. Servs. __ 

Crim.Inv._ 

Iden!.~~ 
lntell. __ ~ 

Laboratory ~ 
Legal Coun. __ 

Pion. & lnsp. _ 
Rec. Mgnt. __ _ 

Tech. Servs. ~ 
Training~-

Public Alls. Off. __ 
Telephone Rm. __ 
Director's S-ec'y __ 

R <! ri"-. '~ .) 

in 
LL. 

_J 1380 

F8i/DOJ 
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FD-36 <Rev, S.22-78) 

TRANSMIT VIA: 

0 Teletype 

D Facsimile 
g Ajrte,1 

PRECEDENCE: 

D Immed.iate 
D Priority 

O RoQtine 

FBI 

CLASSIFICATION: 

0 TOP SECRET 

0 SECRET 

Jr ( 
0 CONFIDENTIAL 

0 UNCLAS E F T O 

0 UNCLAS 

Date 12/11/80 

l 
i TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 

FRO~---·~AS.,....~MPHIS (44-1987 SUB M) 

suiJECT: VMliRKIN ~ 
: .. ~-----

(C) 

Re Bureau airtel to ME, dated 10/8/80. 

Enclosed for the Bureau are the original and 
four copies of an LHM captioned "JAMES EARL RAY; DR. MARTIN 
LUTHER KING, JR. - VICTIM; CR - CONSPIRACY" . 

.p~o \/'A.. 
✓ t. \ll \VJ '"'t 

l ,~ -0 l~~'p 
\' ~t'J 

@-B~reau (Encs. 5) 
(1-Legat Ottowa) (44-4) 

1-Memphis 
JRF:vse 
(4) 3 DEC 1s 1sso 

Appro,,ed,~ Transmitted _________ Per ____ _ 
(Number) (Time) 

,tu.s. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1980-305-750/5402 

9 7 JAN 14 1981 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Memphis, Tennessee 
December 11, 1980 

RE: JAMES EARL RAY; 
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. -
VICTIM; 
CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY 

On November 21, 1980, Jewitt Miller, Executive 
Administrative Assistant to Hugh Stanton, District Attorney 
General, Memphis, Tennessee, was contacted by a Special 
Agent of the FBI regarding exhibits which pertain to the 
captioned matter. 

Mr. Miller advised by court order, Hugh Stanton 
has been removed from legal proceedings in this case since 
he was with the Public Defender's Office during the defense 
of James Earl Ray and at the time the Public Defender's 
Office was the court appointed co-counsel for Ray. The 
court decided it would be a conflict of interest for Stanton 
to be involved in this matter, and it is the opinion of 
Stanton the order extends to the assistant district attorneys 
of his office. The last motion for a new trial by Ray 
was handled by the State Attorney General's Office, Nashville, 
Tennessee, and responsibility for the case now rest with 
the State Attorney General, Nashville, Tennessee. 

On December 5, 1980, Joe Haynes, Trial Attorney, 
State Attorney General's Office, Nashville, Tennessee, informed 
a Special Agent of the FBI all evidence in the captioned 
matter should be retained for an indefinite period of time. 
Haynes advised James Earl Ray has filed at least four 
petitions for post conviction relief and one of the petitions 
is now pending in the State Criminal Court of Shelby County. 
While Haynes believes these petitions to be wholly wLthout 
merit, he is also of the opinion it will take a considerable 
length of time for all of the petitions to clear the full 
appellate process in Tennessee. It is also believed Ray 
may continue to file motions, in which case the evidence 
would be required to be available. 

This document contains neither recommendations 
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be 
outside your agency. 

nor conclusions 
is loaned to 
distributed 
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RE: JAMES EARL RAY; 
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. -
VICTIM; 
CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY 

An inquiry should also be made with the U.S. 
Department of Justice, Washington, D. C., relative to the 
disposition of exhibits in this matter. 

2* 
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