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I've called you. I've called Mobiie. I've called
Atlanta. I've callgd Memphis. I've called and talked
to this judge, uh....I've talked to, uh, Warden DAVIS
at the-penitentiary ianeﬂﬁesseé. I've done already
talked to him. -

Well okay. Well I....

Lady, I'm blind and I don!t know how long I'm gon
live. But I'm gbn tell you...that man did not kill
MARTIN LUTHER KING. They've got the wrong man.

Well okay. I got the situation and I'll, (unintelligible).
I'll pass it on.

I appreciate it.

Okay.

Wait...are you in Bessemer?

Yes sir.

Well that's where it came from. Now let me tell you
something else.

Where what came from?

Where information came from.

Are you in Bessemer?

. That's where it all came from in Bessemer, Homewood

right? Now and do you know the man...are you still on?
Yes I'm (unintelligible)

Okay you know they said the man, the gun that killed
KING came from Homewood whatever right. That Woods boy.
I hope you're getting all this down. There was wooﬁé
boy that sold him my gun. You see lady....

Uh huh.

I'm the man that brought the gun.
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You bought the gun?

Now then...

What kind of gun was it?

That wasn't the only...now wait a minute. That's;
that's where everybody got screwed up. How many guns
were there was bought? 'Youidon't know that do you?
No sir, (unintelligible) - ;

The law don't even know it.

I'm not up on, on, uh, the killing.

Okay, yeah...well but‘it was, uh, it was, uh, it was
a tragié thing right.; But you got the wrong man.
There was more guns bought that day than what the law
knows about. 0ka§.... Will you hqygyhim to

call me if you don't mind. \ ’

Who do you want to call you?

The police. |

You want a sergeant to télk'to you?

Yeah.

Okay. Hold on just.a second.

Now wait....

Hello.

Sir....

Hello.

Sir didn't you want to talk to a sergeant?

Sir...Mr. MARLER....Hello....I guess he's hung up.
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03/18/94, Re: 44-1987

hearing to determine whether JAMES EARL RAY should be granted a
new trial is scheduled for April 6, 1994.

Close liaison will be maintained with Attorney

General PIEROTTI's office to ensure Memphis is aware of any
pertinent developments, and Memphis will continue to assist by
providing copies of pertinent FD-302s concerning interviews of
individuals who may have some information concerning Dr. KING's
assassination. FBIHQ will continue to be advised every 60 days
on the status of the investigative efforts of the Attorney
General's Office.
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Director’s Sec'yM’ '

'

RAY-ATTEMPT LEAD ‘ | o
'PETROS, TENNe (AP) =- JAMES EARL RAY, IMPRISONED FOR THE
ASSASSINATION OF DRe MARTIN LUTHER KING JRe, TRIED TO ESCAPE FROM
BRUSHY MQUNTAIN PENITENTIARY TODAY BUT WAS SPOTTED CRAWLING. QUTSIDE
CTHE WALLS AND CAPTURED, OFFICIALS SAIDs | o
~ RAY, SERVING S5 YEARS FOR KING'S MURDER PLUS TU0 YEARS FOR AN
ESCAPE IN 1977, CLIMBED THREE FLOORS TO THE PRISON'S ROOF. AND THEN
_BACK DOWN T@ THE GROUND QUTSIDE THE FORTRESS BEFORE OFFICIALS WERE
‘WARE OF THE BREAK. ‘
PRISON SGTe RAY TUCKER SAID A GUARD IN A TOVER AT THE SOUTHVEST
CORNER SPOTTED RAY CRAVLING ALONG THE BASE OF THE WALL O HIS STOMACH
UNDER A GREEN CAMOUFLAGE BLANKET AT 2505 AcMe RAY WAS ABQUT 60 FEET
INSIDE A CHAIN-LINK FENCE SURRGUNDING THE BUILDING, TUCKER SAIDs
THE GUARD FIRED ONE SHOT AS A WARNING AND RAY STOGD UP, OFFERING
NO RESISTENCE AS OTHER GUARDS DARTED OUT OF THE Pxxspw TO TAKE HIM
" BACK INSIDE, TUCKER SAIDs
ACTING WARDEN HERMAN DAVIS SAID RAY'S CELLMATE, DONALD EUGENE -
WOLVERTON, WAS FOUND HIDING BEHIND AN AIR CONDITIONING UNIT ON THE
PRISON'S GROUNDS. | o
THE ATTEMPT WAS THE 51-YEAR-GLD RAY'S FOURTH EFFORT AT ESCAPI“G
FROM THE 85-YEAR-OLD STONE FORTRESS.
AP-yx-1105 1450EST

WASHINGTON CAPITAL NEWS SERVICE

FBI1/DOJ
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“D-350 (Rev. 5-8-81)

{Mount Clipping in Space Below)

Court Filing Blocks
Renewed King Probe

Associated Press

MEMPHIS, Aug. 18—A special
prosecutor appointed .today to look
into the 1968 murder of the Rev.
Martin Luther King Jr. will hold off
starting work until an appeals court
rules on an objection raised by state
prosecutors.

(Indicate page. name of
newspaper, city and state.)

WASHINGTON POST

Date: 8/19/97
Edition:

Titte: RAY, JAMES EARL
KING, MARTIN LUTHER JR.-victim
CIVIL RIGHTS -CONSPIRACY
Charactef; 4, A-ME—1987
or 44-HQ-38861

Classification:
Submitting Office:

" They filed an emergency appeal of |

Judge John Colton’s action, claiming
he had no authority to name Universi-
ty of Memphis law professor Mike
Roberts as a special prosecutor. The
Tennessee Court of Criminal Appeals
ordered the investigation halted untila
hearing Aug. 29.

“He’s basically going to convene his
own little grand jury, I guess,” prose-
cutor John Campbell said of Roberts.
“He’s going to take evidence and then

seal it. ... I don't really know where

he’s going on it.”
Some investigation has been done
in another courtroom regarding

claims by confessed killer James Earl

Ray that he did not kill King. v

Prosecutors have been fighting that
probe, claiming any actions in the case
must be brought before the division of
the state criminal court that is presid-

ed over by Colton because Ray made !

his guilty plea there in 1969.

Colton has demanded the docu-

ments from the other investigation, in
Judge Joe Brown's court. .

Roberts, meanwhile, would have
the authority to subpoena witnesses
and take sworn statements but must
await the appeals court decision.

Although Ray pleaded guilty to the
murder, he has claimed almost since
his plea that he did not kill King.
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