Il

69/8/¢-83/61/9 M

I

#2-5-1988¢ -H-pb*

il

BEFORE CHANGING CLASSIFICATION
OR PROCESSING ANY DOCUMENT
FROM THIS FILE FOR RELEASE TO
THE GENERAL PUBLIC, CONTACT
FOI/PA SECTION UNIT D, EXT. 5767.

FBIi/DOJ

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-350 (Rev, 7-16-63)

¢

Ray

MEMPHIS () — William -
Bradford Huie, biographer -
of James Earl Ray, was.
arrested on a contempt of
court warrant Friday after -
testifying before the Shel-
by County Grand Jury.
Ray is charged with mur--
dering Dr. Martin Luther "
King last April.

Huie, who claims know-

ledge of a ‘conspiracy in

the King slaying, had been
_directed to appear before
the grand jury and tell all
he knows about the case.
He was with the grand
. Jury two hours: and 40
minutes.

The warrant was issued
by Judge W. Preston
Battle, who will try Ray
when he goes to trial
March 3. The contempt
citation, issued in connec-
tion with. magazine ar-
ticles Huie wrote, was
based .on Huie's alleged
violation of a strict ho
‘pretrial publicity order 1s-
- sued By Jutige Battle.”

Huie was released” after-
postmg $1,000 bond. &~

Huie's articles on. Ray, in
which he said-Dr. King's
death was. the outgrowth

of a consplracx, aPPeamd
v ma & |

A1FEB24 1968

on Contempt Warrant | ; k-

to $35,000 fot the materlal

" he used in writing them.

Batfle aiso turned down ‘

‘Huie be allowed to meet |~

privately with Ray in his _ dudge,
jail cell. oF
The judge said he was' ,

convinced “the Look. ar- ;
ticles’ have "caused - tres |
mendous damage" to the
Ray trial and would ren~:

ficult to obtain a:

Yithin a réasonme

length of time e
Ilght ‘of what
Kappened in P
don't trust Mr. ﬁuie net
violate those orders agaia‘
‘in the future when hae‘
‘feels like it," Battle said,.~
Battle also . denied” 4
motion that Ray be pholo--
graphed in- his celi
magazme. '

hé- ebuld name oth
i, said were involved in
i Kin s slaymg, but
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_JAMES EARRAY MARHN LUTHER KING Rf‘
Q Doesn’t the U.S. Justice Department plan toﬁ‘rf:st B
shortly the men who financed the assassination-of . .
Martin Luther King Jr.2—R. Y., Rye, NY.

 A. Two pgrominent New Orleans businessmen fte- .
portetlly centributed 425,000 to intermediaries who,
arranged for James Earl Ray to murder Martin Luther

~King. These: men expected the assassination would. " A
cause a war between blacks and whites in this coun-
try with.the eventual sub;ugatlon of the black popu--
lation.

How much the Justice Department knows of - the ,
plot and the personalities involved is difficult to- ‘tell
at this point.-On Mareh 3rd, when James Earl Ra
stands trial in Memphis,. the plot ‘may begin to )
- fold. Ray, of course, was a.pawn of lmited int T“‘?T}‘,’,’.’Sé“ﬁ,;,“‘;i‘dp“?@ Q0 wde
gcer;sc‘g11 é;%aware of his true financial backe
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By ROY REED

smuwnemzmk'rm

King’s murd
; The Rev.

ership Confey
news conferé

faces trial in the assassmatxon '

last April 4.

Mr. Bevel visited Ray and his|
attorney last week in Memphis}

and tried unsuccessfully to en-
ter the case as Ray’s codefend-
er. Judge W. Preston Battle
ruled- that he could not repré-
sent Ray because -he had no,
lawyer’s license.

Mr. Bevel said he would try
to get-a license and would ap-
peal Judge Battle’s ruling to a
higher court. Failing there, he,
said, “I will seek justice. in the.
streets by organizing a move-
ment to that end.”

In -Atlanta, the Rev. Ralph.

Dav1d Abernathy, president of:

the Southern Christian Leader-
ship Conference, reversed an
earlier statement- and -said he
didi not believe Mr. Bevel had
evidence of Ray’s innocence.;
He said he was embarrassed by
his aide’s statemnts. «
“James Bevel does not ‘have
the power or the authority: to
speak for the S.C.L.C. or its|
board of directors,” Mr. Aber-
nathy. told reporters.

ment within the conference, the!
department of nonvxolent direct!

act
In Phlladelphla- Mr. Be‘lﬂr——ﬁ!&we guilt, willing to convict|
ith.”

told reporters, “I am calling oni
the people of America to not|
Tet their bitterness and haté so
blind them that they permit the,
State of Tennessee, , or anyl
other state, to murder an inno-,
Cent man.”

~Asks a ‘Program of Life’

1
He asked rather for an in- N

S

“Mr.
‘Bevel is the head of a depart-i

i vehicle for fi

death.” He 'said ‘he rheahw
this Teedimyand eduéating poor
Negroes in America-and halting
the war in Vietham,

Mr. Bevel continued to {nsist
that he had evidence of Ray’s
innocence, but he -firmly re-
fused to divulge it. He said his
evidence was “a combination of
facts.”

He-added in a private intet-
view later that he had no idea
who the murderer was and was
not especially 1nterested in
finding out.

“That’s ‘the state's jo ? he
said. His interest is in saving
lan innocent man, he said.

Mr. Bevel was in Memphis at
the time of the shooting. He
said he had been standing in a
courtyard of the motel within
sight of Dr. Klng, who was on
a ba‘r(:orryw

He said 'fre | had reqreated ted .ghe:
circums®inices’ of the murder
from conversations with Ne-
|groes in the neighborhood and
with' other persons. -

His ene-hour visit with Ray
last week in the Memphis jail,
he said, persuaded -him even
'more thoroughly that. Ray was:
physically and mentally incap-

|able of staging such an assass~

ination. .
CallsRay a ‘Fall Guy’

He said he believed that Ray
had stumbled into the case ac-
cidentally and was. being used
as a “fall guy” by. the con-
spirators who actually\ kllled
Dr. King. g

“And Ray is such a bad char-f
acter th@ if i §
to care' \*)bout
referring_ to
record v

' 'He saxd he had found the

Negroes. of Memphis eager fo}
“burn”. someone for the:grime}

and the whites, in. their col-

:Ray- “just to get it over with.

iSe, he said, Ray belongs t0.:no
one and, has no defenders.

' Mr~Bevel seems interested in
turnmg

1t is- not‘ clear MP o1
{tant kay’s‘gmlt or " inhoces:

lis to’ Mr. Bevél, but he has
jgiven the 1mpress10n to friends
that preserving the nonwiolent

During his years with Dr.:
King in the Southern ¢ivil rights
movement, Mr: Bevel “seemed
|less committed to the doctrine
of nonviolence than any of -the
men at Dr. King’s side.- .

Temper With a Sharp Tongue ]

He was high -tempered
sharp tongued in those days,!
striding e;?g and down the dirt.
streets orting whites to get‘
right and Negroes to get strong. |

segregationist firebrands made:
their violent attacks. Reporters:
had the impression that only
the constant restraining hand of;

through

vestme t of time and Othie
gi‘n"ogx‘am of %“W[; it

B6FED? Afm

Dr. King kept him in check.

He has changed. He fio longer
covers his. baldish head with a
|brightly eolored - skullcap, he
has -grown a beard and he has
traded. his Alabama q:rgralls

for a dansiki.

|principle is most umportant. o

He seemed always on the, I
verge of stnkmF back when the |

| that. Higy
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‘has changelf’ &,%nd

1ge is softer and his
eyes - are’ gentfer He speaks
x{]th more. patience, Instead of

chasing away white friends, as|:
many black militants have done
in recent years, he still sur-
|rounds himself with white as
well .as black workers, j
Above all, however, he ap-|
pears to have been wd\mded

But: he:

|deeply by the death of Dr. King.
\Friends report. that he was dis-'

traught for a_ long period. The
experience’ . has - apparently

| changed ~ his . thought and hIS
| personality. -

.H?n fﬁxendﬁszll(ll o; him today'
“ as. finally .1 omp, non
Vislentyn SR
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{ Mr. Tolson ——n
| M. DeLoach—
n Mr. Mohr_———
,‘3‘ . ¢ | Mr. Bithop
A / /1 My, Casper.—-—
/| Mr. Callahan
3 Mr. Conrad .—
Mr. Felt
Mr. Galey. /

(Mounf Cllpping in Spoce Below)

Mr. Tavel

Ray Dldn’t Shoot Dr. King; o T

Associated Press Writer man Slttl here Mins Holmes. ———
i that T Mizs Gandy

PHILADELPHIA (AP) — A be here.’ ”
ranking figure in the Southern : Ray is scheduled to goob'h'l ———

Christian - Leadership Confer- March 3 in Memphfs (Tmdlcate page, nans
ence (SCLC) refused Sunday'to charge of muuler newspape!:, 3.'1;y and sotate.)

| elaborate on evidence he claims

could ‘free Dr. Martin Luther take my serv1ces, that’ 5

e contine o be ii’,i, s A-3 Herald-Examine
ﬁ’t"" Tos Angeles, %alif

.

r

-

“I have evidence that would
| free him,” the Rev. James Bev- warm. to hl,’,n. T wot
l el said at a news conference. against him.” *
won’t discuss fhe specific evi- b Bevel is not a meﬂg@' 1
| dence now because it wouldn’t : st?:n b:t"arll‘;wyerhby ger -_
‘be beneficial to James Earl : ’Ben:ests :ax;la;levsv
Ray. But, he's not guilty.” fied o defend -Ray bic
The du-ectqr of SCLC’s non-vi- v - the. legal experience,;
olent e(_luca_tlon and direct ac- while represen,nng ‘him§
tion program, sent a telegram ing several ¢ivil. nghts £
Saturday to Ray in Memphis, Mississippi. . -~ - -
Tenn., which read: ‘ Public Défender Hugh Sftﬁntﬁn‘/
“I would like to inform -you —Associated Press Wirephoto  in Memphls ‘has reﬁlsed e a'etf
REV. JAMES BEVEL  to'the telegram as has ReAls’

that 1 would be very happy to : ; ) ,
take your case without fee. Offers to. defend Ray togney, Percy, Forema ‘@'ﬂ

T was present on April 4 at the '
gorrame I;/l[otel bwhen Dr. eI({iln% Negro groups said he did not :
jed—you have been accused of lyglunteer his jnformation sooner 3
murdering him. Of course, Ilbecause of the shock immedi- vm\.lke by Memi)ms»gan
know you are not guilty.” ately following King’s ‘slaying. | - His accused

The 32-year-old civil rights ad-{ “I hadn’t prepared to be.ré: sequemly amesteﬂ '
vocate and former liaison offi-|sponsive to him,” Bevel’ said;|fo : Date: 1/ 20/69
cet betweeh SCLC and militant|“But then I- thought, Her&sj ‘extradited. eation: N1ght Final
T o Author:
Editor: _DONAald Goodenow
- 'N

V&
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From News Dispatelm ’

Two close associates of the
late Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
ng,‘Jr ‘said yesterday that|-
the murder of the civil rights,

lea&sr was parf.of a conspir-
acy and:iot th &ctaon of only
mah.
JwBat they dif] d ‘on' what
role James Earl"Ray may have
had 1B the April 4 shooting in
‘Memphis. Ray has beeh
changed with killing Dr. King
gawalt{mgrbmal
Rev: S 8 Bevet
headyof the "Southern Ohns-
tian ‘Leadership Conference’
non\nolence direct actlon p o
gram,: said he believed:
was incapable—aboth mentally
gnd &physically—of carrying
out assassmatlon of Dr
Kin gi
‘;V\Z *ve allowed King to be
53
%d:;order and - now; we're
goin to “allow- Ray to be
lynched ‘under the guise of
Juﬁtme ” Mr. Bevel® said at a
newﬁ'conference ‘] 1Lade1
Bu‘t in Atl nta the 'head of
thie BCLC, the Rev. Ralph
Daviﬁ Abernathy, ~said “he
knew of ‘né -evidence _t;xa.t
might acquit Ray. '
Mr; -Abernathy said “I felt
that” Mr. Bevel was merely
seekmg to state what I have
al ;that more than one -per:
sofi is guilty in the death of
Martfn Luther King. I dd.mot ¥
believe he was saying Mr. Ray
d!d Gt pull the: trigser !

e Bu;&n%%t'%g g;ews conferénce,

under the guise of law |

used the word “uenspimcy"ing
referring to the King ass'asﬁ
nation. . ;
.- He, said Negro leaﬁer& :
Memphxs believe that persos
other than Ray wetre aware of:
the plan to kill Dr. King., JHe
Jcited “as reasons the ordeﬁsw
ren‘wve two. Negro firemen:
and“a Negro ‘policeman fromn;
the immediate area of the Lor-
raine Motel on the day. of the|
assassination. “However - Mr.
 Abernathy. said the informa:
‘tion “was second-hand-and he}
‘couldn’t vouch for its vé:hd;ity 4
Mr. Bevel has offered to-aet
as a:lawyer for Ray, but 'this,
y | has been refused becau%ﬂ he'1s4
not a member of the har. He
said ‘yesterday that he ﬁlanmd
to appeal this ruling zgainst]
him” by  Memphis : Judge W;j‘
‘Bregtan Battle. . B
r. Bevel desmhed Ray 88
“an umnocent, mentally ‘
ranged ‘man” who hag ngver
‘béen involved in any ,sm*tiof
racial ‘conflict -and “igznét’;
raeigt.” “xi S
-He said. he confer -
Ray for an hour last Weék‘ln
the Shelby County jail and be-:
came ‘even more thomugh]y
convinced that Ray - is no tue
assassin of Dr. King? °
“It is. apparent to mg
Bevel said, that Ray
have the kind of mind that:

could do two or three la 18]

pla.nmng for such- 2 thing.”

--He’ added thatg,(Ray‘ i ik
very well coordinated’ phys
cally+ He would: W&;&x&ve @e
dexterity ta. fire a. gun a
ately mr ~100 yatdn,,

éoesﬁ'f:
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: By JERRY MCORE

DPHILADELPHIA (AP)—A ranking figure in the Southern
“Christion Leadership Conference refused Sunday to elaborate;
© on evidence he claims could free Dr. Martin Luther King’s ac-' (Indicate page. name of
; ‘cused assassin. newspaper, clty and state.)
T have cvidence that would}man sitting here that shouldn’t|

v him,” the Rev. James Bev-| he here.’ ”’
" .aid at a news conference. “’I | TRIAL MARCH 3

't qiscuss the specific evi- . . . Pace 2
“ce now because it wouldn't Ray is scheduled to go on trial S

~ moficial to James Earl|March 3 in Memphis on a
. Bui, he’s not guilty.” charge of murder.
re Girector of SCLC's non-vi-|  “If he (Ray) decides not {o THE ATLANTA
{olent education and direct ac-{take my services, that’s his " CONSTITUTION
program, sent a\%elegr;m choice,” Bevel said. “I would}’ )
day to Ray in Memphis,|continue to be very good and %3, ATLAN
5., which read: warm to him. I wouldn’t #be PRI NTA, GA.
'\g FRE ASKED against him.”

%7 would like to inform you| Beyel is not a member of the|;
at I would be very happy 10|par, but a lawyer “by circim-

vour case without fee, Iigtances” The native of Itta

wresent on April 4 at the|pena Miss., said he was quali-|:
ine Motel when Dr. ng; fied to defend Ray because of |
vou have been accused Oi the legal experience gained
ering nim. Of course, liynile representing himself dur-
you are not guilty. ing several civil rights cases in

, 32-year-old civil rights ad- | Mississippi.

¢ and former lizison offi-| NGO REACTION

veen SCLC ilitant |

beuween SCLC da‘;g r&‘&‘ti‘gi. Public Defender Hugh Stanton |
M ‘\3‘(?!}1.2?1‘“[.0‘;1?““.10“ onor | in Memphis has refused to Teact

=T A : COREl 1 the telegram as has Ray’s at- Date: 1/20/69
torne%, Percy Foreman of Hous- Edition:
ton

" : NE Author: JERRY MOORE

sonsive to him,” Bevel said. pelx?’?gbﬁ?lsetcu\tv}g(l)gnlsa};liiasng Editor: REG MTRPHUY

[§=T2% A Tedleng gy ¢ ’ .

But thefl ¥ thought, ‘Here s‘a strike by Memphis garbagebcok _ ' Title: JAMES L., REVEL
_— — | lectors last spring. i
‘ His accused assassin was sub-|® . . . M
sequently arrested in London}: Character: _
following an intemsive-manhunt| i AT 157-656
and extradited to Memphis.

P Decau the shock immedi-
i1zioly following King's slaying.
T hadn’t prepared to be re-

or

Classification:
Submitting Office: ATLANTA
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| Bevel,! in -h

" ATLANTA, Jan. 23 (UPD—ftend
|'The: Rev. Radph D: Abéimsthy Patirda
| satet " on

ollay g “suppor
of - his;axdes, ‘the Rev.:

James. . Ear! Ray, accused’ of

the assassmatlon of the Rev
Martin Luther King Jr.
However, a Southern Chris:|

tiaf Leadership Conference

sppkesman said, neither Mr,

Abernathy ~ nor Mr. - Bevel|

claims to have speclﬁe evi-
dence or knowledge that
would clear Ray of murder
ehaa‘ges in the case. - ;
spokesman, Thomas Of-

fenb r, also said Mr. Bevel

¢ls he has been - misqaoted | §
Ray | “broader. guilt” of racial eJ
| . the ‘Natjor -

uf -evidence to clear
he made his offer to
‘ @* . .

pfer o défemﬁ mention of evidente, or Any: |/

mwel ‘told s Ms mdﬁxm‘ ,
at hi¥ statéinént. made

ing about” who puiled the here,
rigger,” Offenberger sald elvit Tl
‘Bevel -feels .he has been mis-
uoted »- !

Offenbetger said. Mr, Aberni
nathy #supports this aﬁ:tbmpt’;
to clear Ray. = -

“Ifa conspiracy e:usts,«md 1]
believe it does, it must be
tilly expesed;” Mr, Abernathy
said. “I -call upon Amaﬁc&s

come to the aidand defexrsebf |
the accused man.”- . ,
The statement mentw

;///- 3956/ A
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e/ 0/ 59/

The Rev. James Bevel talkmg w1th an.
umdentiﬁed reporter. .

S I —

T HE Rev. James Bevel, a rankmg ﬁgurem ﬂm .
Southern, Christian Leadershlp Conference; told
“news conference he has evidence that the aceused- .
slayer ‘of Dr. Marfin Luther King Jr. — James" Th?FWas: lﬁgto?dpos';
:Earl Ray — is ye}. guilty. “I have evxdence that. _mes Tera . 5
|-would free him,? {? {r. Bevel said. The Washington Daily News
]%eamr[lw}lgz lan Z:!dentlﬂed ScLS: spokesma:f The Evening Star (Washington)
said Mr. Bevel *hasbeen under a lot of pressure” i
.. lately. Since Dr. King’s death he has goxl:e infoa " Th? Sunday Star (Washington)
.deep depression and if he sent ﬂxat telegram. b8 Daily News (New York)
w speakmg for hJ,mself » - : Sunday News (New York)
New York Post
: Lo Angeles police have 1ssued an all pnims The New York Times
Iookout for two brothers implicated in the ; .
‘ing deaths of two Black Panter me . } The Sun (Baltimore)
“UCLA last week: Several witness linked Georg The Daily World
‘Phillip Stiner, 22 and Lany Joseph Stmer Z-to The New Leader

- e g i The Wall Street Journal

N
N
3
N
)

A\
N
N\
z
B
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2

. Liopd. Ritioer, pmsldent of the: New Orloah The National Observer
school board, -says that any dersen People’s World
Black Student Union whe dmw‘up t_Fomerlﬁgh’ Examiner (Washington)
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PHILADELPHIA (AP)— The
director of the Southern Chris-
tian Leadership Conference’s
nonviolent education and direct
action wing says James Earl
Ray is innocent of murdering
Dr.  Martin Luther King Jr. But
he isn’t saying what evidence he
has.

. At 'a news conference yester-
¢ day, the Rev.James Bevelsaid,
T won’t discuss the specific evi-
qdcnce now because it wouldn{

pe -beneficial to J
¢ Ray. But he’s not guilty.”

Sends Telcgram to Ray

Bevel, 32, a former liaison offi-
cer between SCLC and militant
Negro groups, sent a telegram
- to Ray on Saturday which read:

i YT would like to inform yocu

! 'that ‘I would be very happy to

i take your case without fece. I
{ was present on April 4 at the
i Lorraine Motel when Dr. King

¥ died — you have been accused of
i murdering him. Of course, I
i know you are not guilty.”

: King, who headed the SCLC,
‘was shot to death in Mengphls

Ty Y

Officia

BDut Won't

Il

@”"«i@ég"ﬁ

—AP
REV. JAMES BEVEL

Tenn. Ray was arrested in Lon-

h\é-awé@as Ray

Evid @ﬁ’i}@@

Bevel said he didn’t step forth:
with his alleged information
sooner because “I hadn’t been
responsive to him.

Not Speaking for SCLC

“But . then I-thought, ‘Here’s a
man sitting here that shouldn’t
be here.” ” .

The SCLC headquarters in At-
lanta made clear Bevel was
speaking for himself, not the or-
ganization.

Bevel said he would continue:

to be “very good and warm”
toward Ray even if Ray decides
not to accept his services. ‘

Bevel is not a member of the
bar, but a lawyer “by circum-
stances,” he said. A native of
Itta Bena, Miss., he has repre-
sented himself several times in
civil rights cases in Mississippi.

There has been no comment

don after an intensive manhunt|from either public defender

and extradited to Mempbhis,

Hugh Stanton in Memphis or

where he faces trial beginning Rays attorney, Percy Foreman

March 3.

— of Houston on Bevel’s telegram
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The Washington Post
Times Herald

The Washington Daily News ——~—
The Evening Star (Washington) L,L_
The Sunday Star (Washington)

Daily News (New York)

Sunday News (New York)

New York Post
iThe New York Times
The Sun (Baltimore)
he Daily World
The New Leader
The Wall Street Journal
The National Observer
People’s World '
Examiner (Washington)
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BEVEL 1/19 NX
| BY HELENE ANNE SPICER
PHILADELPHIA (UPI)--A BEARDED NEGRO-MINISTERﬁGPRESENT AT THE

LORRAINE HOTEL IN MEMPHIS WHEN MARTIN LUTHER KI JR., WAS SLAIN,
AID SUNDAY HE HAS "EVIDENCE"™ TO PROVE JAMES EARL RAY
INNOCENT OF THE CRIME,
THE REV, JAMES L, BEVEL AN OFFICIAL OF THE SOUTHERN
CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFEﬁE f SAID HE HAS OFFERED TO TAKE
RAY 'S CASE WITHOUT A FEE,

£ N

BEVE}r.f WHO HAS NO LAW DEGREEiFDECLINED TO DISCUSS HIS EVIDENCE

"IN TERMS OF DISCUSSING SPEC ICS, THAT WOULDN'T BE TO HIS
(RAY'S) BEST BENEFITS,* BEVEL SAID
ASKED WHAT WILL HAPPEN TO THE EVIDENCE IF RAY DOES NOT
. ACCEPT HIS HELP, BEVEL SAID:
"I GUESS HE'D GO TO JAIL OR TO THE ELECTRIC CHAIR OR WHATEVER
. YOU DO TO THOSE PEOPLE, I'LL JUST KEEP IT,.,"
f' RAY IS JAILED IN MEMPHIS AWAITING TRIAL FOR MURDER IN
THE SLAYING OF KING, FOUNDER OF THE SCLC. KING WAS SHOT AS
HE STOOD ON THE HOTEL BALCONY LAST APRIL &, RAY'S TRIAL HAS

BEEN POSTPONED UNTIL MARCH,
BEVEL, SITTING ON A BAMBOO CHAIR IN A NEATLY FURNISHED APARTMENT

IN THE HEART OF THE NORTH PHILADELPHIA GHETTO, SAID HE DOES NOT
KNOW RAY'S PRESENT ATTORNEYS,
~"POSSIBLY WE WOULD NOT GROOVE TOGETHER,™ HE SAID
THE SCLC 'S ATLANTA HEADQUARTERS MADE CLEAR BEVEL WAS \
 fSPEAKING FOR HIMSELF, NOT THE SCLC, \
: "HE HAS BEEN UNDER A LOT OF PRESSURE LATELY," THE SCLC SAID \

'JOF BEVEL,
I *SINCE DR. KING'S DEATHﬁ HE HAS GONE INTO A DEEP DEPRESSION

; AND IF HE SENT THE TELEGRAM, HE IS SPEAKING FOR HIMSELF," AN SCLC

ﬂ,ﬁﬁé, -4~

SOT RECORDED 4
176 JAN 27 1963
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. FOR CIVIL RIGHTS ACTIONSALINCLUDING TWICE WITH KING, ONCE IN

)

|

" BEVEL'S TELEGRAM TO RAY SAIDs |
wl WOULD LIKE TO INFORM YOU THAT I WOULD BE VERY HAPPY TO TAKE

R. KING WAS KILLED, YOU HAVE BEEN CHARGED WITH MURDERING HIM,
F COURSE, I KNOW YOU ARE NOT GUILTY,"

COPIES OF THE TELEGRAM ALSO WERE SENT TO VARIOUS NEWSPAPERS,

“ASKED WHY HE WAITED SO LONG TO COME FORTH WITH HIS EVIDENCE
BEVEL SAID IT WAS NOT UNTIL NOW HE FELT HE "HAD ENOUGH EVIDENCE...
ENOUGH TO COME TO THE CONCLUSION®™ ABOUT RAY'S INNOCENCE.,

ASKED HOW HE COULD DEFEND RAY WITHOUT A LAW DEGREE, BEVEL
%Eg%égb‘ *THE CONSTITUTION DOESN'T SAY YOU HAVE TO HAVE A LAw

AS HE ANSVERED QUESTIONS USING MANY GESTURES, A FRIEND SNAPPED
PICTURES OF HIM, BEVEL WAS WEARING A FAKE LEOPARD SKIN SHIRT OVER
AN ORANGE SHIRT WITH BROWN SLACKS,
THE 32-YEAR-OLD MINISTER SAID HE HAD BEEN JAILED ABOUT 25 TIMES

: %OUR CASE WITHOUT FEE., 1 WAS PRESENT AT THE LORRAINE HOTEL WHEN

BIRMINGHAM AND ONCE IN SALMA, ALA,

BEVEL HAD GONE TO MEMPHIS TO HELP RECRUIT VOLUNTEERS FOR THE
POOR PEOPLE 'S MARCH ON WASHINGTON., HE SAID HE WAS STANDING
"ON THE GROUND®™ OUTSIDE THE HOTEL WHEN KING WAS SHOT,

THE SCLC SENT BEVEL TO PHILADELPHIA LAST SUMMER TO SERVE AS
DIRECTOR OF NONVIOLENT EDUCATION,

BEVEL SAID HE ATTENDED THE AMERICAN BAPTIST SEMINARY IN
NASHVILLE, TENN.,, AND HAS BEEN A MINISTER FOR THE PAST

5 12 YEARS,

4

BRE22FES

U}@shm;{/"a%&tﬁ/ Mews \.Peru llu_g
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Claims Ray Is Innocent

Saying He Has Evndence to Free Accused -
Assassin,Rev. James Bevel Offers Help

PHILADELPHIA #—A
ranking figure in the
Southern Ch:istian ‘Lead-
ership Conference said
Sunday he had evidence
he claimed could free Dr.
Martin Luther King's ac-
‘cused assassin, but he
refused to elaborate.

"I have evidencé that
would free him," the Rev.
James Bevel said at a
news conference. "I won't
discuss the specifie

evidence now because it.

wouldn't be beneficial to
James Earl Ray. But he's
not guilty."

The director of SCLC's
nonviolent education and
direct action program, Mr.
Bevel sent a telegram
Saturday to Ray in Mem-
phis, which read:

M would like to inform
yqu that I would be very
happy to take your case
without fee. I was present
on, April 4 at the Lorraine
Motel when Dr. King died
—you have been accused
of murdering him. Of
course, I know you are not
guilty."

,The ; year -old eivil
r1ghts‘ vocate and for-

mer liaison officer be-
tween SCLC and militant
Negro groups, said he did
not volunteer his informa-
tion sooner because of the
shock immediately after
Dr. King's slaying.

"T hadn't prepared to be
responsive to him," Mr. Be-
vel said. “"But then I
thought, 'Here's a man sit-
ting here that shouldn't be
here! "

Ray is scheduled to go
on trial March 3 in Mem-
phis on a charge of mur-
der.
"If he (Ray) decides not
to take my services, that's

his choice," Mr. Bevel said.’

'T would continue to he
very good and warm to.!
him, T wouldn't be agamst
him" . -

. Not Member of Bar

Mr Bevel is not a mem-
ber of the bar, but & lawyer
"oy ‘circumstances." He’
said he was qualified to de-:
fend Ray because of the"
legal experience he gained '
while representing him-~

self in several civil rights |
‘cases in Mississippi.
Public - Defender Hugh'

Stanton in Mem hs

R4 FER4-1969

Memphis last sprmg .
a strike by ga,rbage <o
tors.. )

His accused assassin
subsequently arreste
London after an int
manhunt “and ext
to Memphis, )

Asked why he waited:
long to announce 1
had evidence, }Mr.

enough evidence
enough to come to
conclusion" - “about
innocence.

He said that wh

, ground" outside
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Abernathy Asks That Jan, 15, Civil nghts
Leader’s. Blrthday, Be Declared a Hohday

. BY JACK NELSON . .,
B Tlmlgillvmhr i

ATLANTA—An - inipas
sioned plea that the life of
the killer of Dr. Martin
Luther King be spared
‘and that Dr. King's birth- }
day—Jan., 15—be declared =
a . national holiday were |
made here Wednesday at i
cerememes com‘ »

| 'c;ﬁetta %

¥he Two black membany.
of“ the ‘pdtnan senutese.
Lgtoy Johfson and Hor'»

| widow, toff

ethat a
g Jr. Me

mubedev.
t& aroxm

he Aul ﬁi‘n 4\” “ar
Eche Eipebneezerghul‘ch
the ho whel‘e he

two blocks away,
gm0 e e,

virsity,

College. 3
Msfs King- estim! f@ﬂ

“tqtal cost at between. ﬂi '

ace Ward—participated.in 1{ to$40 million and said
the brief program, Egcept .

for one  segregationist
member (Roy Noble) who !
walked out, the senate:
hgtened attentively,

ard quoted from Dr..
K g famous "I Have a
Dw;am" speech at the 1963

.| miavch on Washingten and |

parénts o ddgcf ag’reementk
as the. Rey: “Ralply David |
* Abernathy, Dr. King's suc-
cessop’as. presidentof the
Southern ‘Christiun Lead«
ership- Conférénce,: urged
"the fefces of 1
" throughout the land to
exert their total influencs’
in seeing to it that the life |
of;James JKarl Ray, or
whOever is proven.to. have |

pulled the trigger that.

. felled our “sainted -and
~ beloved legder, is spared.”

Ray, -40, accused of as+’
sdssinating Dr.- King in
Memphi§ last April 4, is

schediiled to go on trial for |

murde‘n ‘here on March 3.
e Uhusual Mentorial

?rmr to the -series -af |

G Johnson Introduced to the ’s

sepators - Rev.. King Sr;. i
Rgsa Parks of Detroit, |
who sparked the 1955
Montgomery bus boycot.tw'
that propelled Dr. King-to !
civil rights leadership;. the
Rav. Walter Fauntroy,.:
mayor of Washington
head of SCLC's office
tlggre, and several African
officlals. . ,
_:Atds Groundbreaking |
#he visitors - were ‘wel

* comed by 1t. Gov. George:
© T Smith, who later pa; ’1-1'-'

cipated fh’ ground-breals-
ing ceremonies for the §2.5
million Martin: €
King . vm/ge,

g commuﬂi

Ebene¢ezer Baptist
Church, where Mr. Abebe.|. cans

nathy spofke, an, unusual -

memorial proge
King unfolded 11??;‘1" Yog

gia State Senate whé_r;i A i
lf thet«»Klrfg
era rights.

Rev Magi
Sti.at :é‘ev

2025 REL

&m&fﬂﬁ% be relied

rough hundatiom g‘

_nations.

'The rtmms oNﬁr. i3

1y, will be 9
interred “'in & 't
“that.§

ay's progra over

: 1‘mds})t-:‘al{ers: Dr:
. was co-p
i church ag the,
- death, - :
. Actor Harry £
longime frfend
Kings and a- bog;

ber of SCLC, sut . m

i dront row
" -dow and hex??l .

:,He applauded Mr.-. -

Mo, 'Abemam’ i
A Mou]d be "needlesg to
| one . man . for, the.&
,;millians For us to
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Ray-King
Case ‘Rumors’

Percy Foreman, attorney for

- James Earl Ray, who is
charged with the assassination
of Dr. Martin

Luther King»

g after a recent
d courf argument
in which he
failed to obtain

» of the Ray case.
| The date set i3
March 3. !

The Texan also was quoted as
saying he had requested—and
failed to obtain—all the FBI
files on the murdered civil
rights leader. He understood, he
said, that “it,” the file, says
| that for two years before the
" April killing by rifle fire there
was a “squad of FBI agents as-
signed to prevent the assassma-
tion of Dr. King.”

One may be sure there was o
l such squad. The FBI investi-
" gates. It probably had agents at
many of Dr. King’s meetings,
especially those where threats
were involved, to check out
characters known to be psy-

chotic, “wanted”” persons and

those considered dangerous. But
g.the FBI is not in the “guarding”

business and no evidence exists |-
that Dr. King was so watched:
| over by a squad of agents as- |

signed to hun .

: - Unfounded Rumors

There was one flurry of such
rumors some years ago when a
group which had invited Dr.
King to speak, in trying to raise
money for the occasion, in-
formed its members that the ex-
penses would -be great because
of the FBI men with Dr. King. I
recall that this was checked out
and Dr. King reportedly said
there was nothing to the state-
ment and that he was embar-
rissed by it. Some of his staff
likely would recall the details.
At any rate, it is out of such
things that unfounded .rumors
flourish.

Mr. Foreman will certainly be

.entitled to any FBI files that re-

late to the investigation of the
assassination of Dr. King. But to
ask for the total file, with any
details unrelated to the shooting
and investigation of if, is unreal-
istic. This sort of thing was
wried during-the days of the late

oe  McCarthy 1nvest1gat10ns

he FBI then: and in other in-
“'stances has withheld its “raw”

" filés. Such files, of course, often

contain crackpot letters, phony

charges, malicious accusations, |

and many other items that are
part of any investigation. It
would be highly improper. and
without legal precedent to re-
lease any material that is not
directly related to the Kkilling.

VF.B.I. Witness ;
The FBI can, of course, make |
- reply to a query as to whether

it did, indeed, as Mr. Foreman
reportedly “heard,” maintain a

squad of agents. with Dr. King to :
prevent his assassination. Thel
answer, one may be ‘sure, will
|be no. The FBI does not provide |
guards. Its agents who appear |
as witnesses will, of course, be |
subject to cross-examination, as.|

are all witnesses. The state of
Tennessee will cqnduct the trial
{—not the FBI or the federal
government:: -~ ¢ Xe £

D4 UAN21 1969

has official or defailed knowl:

| among newsmen who have been’
 assigned. to the case ‘that the
FBI has done a ‘superb job.

.duced as a part of the legal pro--

Ray from London to give a hint
Wof "how much the FBT had’
learned.

BI did a typically first rate job.
on the evidence left by Ray in.
an Atlanta rooming house. Also,
well delineated are Ray’s jour-
neyings before aet\i after Dr.
King’s death. -

All agents who worked on the;

to'it will be readily available
the defense. '

may be efforts to smear Dr.

these smears would b
admissablo. e fands

'such  tactics. The small eourt

room mare. and’ more saem.s

an asset

No ‘one ?utslde the ‘FBT nwm

edge of what evidence has been |
‘gathered. There is general belief’

Enough of the evidence was pro- |

cedures necessary to extradite |

It would seem, from that and |
ﬁother driblets of news, that the |

case and the total files releva{o )

“Rumor mills will, of course!’|
be busy during the case. ’I‘here 5

King with all the calumny and (}
hatred flung at him in life, al-}
though it is difficult to see how |}

The trial judge may well be
faced with rulings to" prevent |f
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0 (RAY) 3
]  MEMPRIS, TENN.--ATTORNEY PERCY FOREMAN TODAY WAS GRANTED A DELAY &
‘A UNTIL DEC.” 18 IN'HIS FIRST SCHEDULED COURT APPEARANCE IN DEFENSE -
% OF JAMES EARL RAY.

| FOREMAN HAD BEEN SCHEDULED TO GO BEFORE CRIMINAL COURT JUDGE\
: )W, PRESTON BATTLE THURSDAY TO IRON OUT THE DETAILS FOR RAY'S TRIA

ON CHARGES OF SLAYING DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR,
AN AIDE HANDLING SECURITY ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE MARCH 3, 1569,

.‘TRIAL SAID BATTLE GRANTED FOREMAN'S REQUEST FOR THE DELAY
| "BECAUSE HE SAID HE HAD A CONFLICT."

12/11--JJ1140AES

|

I
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Ray defense: ‘leftists’
murdered Dr. King?

-G 2V Fofesat /)\

Recent articles in the New York Ttm@‘
and Look magazine indicate the pOSSlblllty
of attempts to use the trial of James Earl
Ray, accused assassin of Martin Luther
King, as a vehicle for smearing the left.
It was revealed in the Nov. 10 Times
that Arthur J. Harris, the lawyer recently
fired by Ray, was planning to carry out
his defense on the fantastic assumption that
thgﬁassassination was plotted and financed
by "black militants with foreign ties." Ac-
cording to the Times, Harris said that he
i had concluded that the only organizations
: capable of carrying out the elaborate plan
. which allowed the assassin to kill Kingand

elude capture for two months was either the

CIA or "black militants with Red Chinese
¥ or Cubanbacking." Harris, who was elected
‘" mayor of Birmingham on aracistplatform
; and who is a supporter of segregationist
. “Eugene (Bull) Conner, apparently decided
¢ on the latter.

There is no way of knowing what will be
the line of defense of Ray's new lawyer,
Percy Foreman. When asked what he
thought of Harris' theories, Foreman de-

" clined comment.

The Times article appeared concurrently
with the publication of a sensational series
of articles in Look magazine which quotes

. James Earl Ray as saying that he was

. involved with other conspirators in a plot
to kil‘l King. The series is written by author
William Bradford Huie, and is based on a
correspondence he has been having with

" Ray who is in jail in Memphis awaiting
trial. *

According to Huie, Ray wrote him that
his only contact with the apparent "plot-
ters" was through a man who identified
himself as "Raoul.” Raoul is described as
having promised Ray, an escaped convict,
travel papers and $12,000 to go into busi-
ness in a new country if he would carry
out certain "activities."

Ray is quoted as saying thatalthoughhe
acted under the direction of the conspirators

. as early as eight months before the mur-

X JAN1 41368

i
St
s e it

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

der, "nobody told me anything about any

planned murder of King or anyonk else.”

Ray's letters to Huie contain detailed de-
scriptions of how he lived during the months :
before the assassination. He relates how he ;

carried out a number of tasks assigned to

him by "Raoul,” including the smuggling of |
three packages by car from Windsor, On- }
tario, to Detroit and the smuggling of a !

tire, apparently containing contraband,
across the Texas-Mexican border.  w.

At the end of the second article Huie |
draws some conclusions about the case
which he says are based on "what i know
and what I have learned from Ray." Huie
asserts that the King assassination was |
"planned, not by impulsive men who hated }

him personally, though they probably did
hate him, but by calculating men who

wanted to use his murder to trigger}‘io— ]
» lent canflict between white and Negro citi- ;

zens."

"He was murdered by a white maﬁ, or ?‘
white men, who would be described as .

'Southerners' or ‘'racists,'” Huie ,writes. .
"Dr. King was the secondary, ncf the pri- |
mary target. The primary targét was the ‘

United States of America."” 7

It's hogwash, bgt it apparently sells
\magazines.
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Hule Voices

Of Ray’s Involvement

@
No Doubt |

S ‘ Space Below)

Mr. Tnls;n e
’ Mr DoL ach —_

sper ...
Callahan ——
Conrad.
Felt .

Mr
Mr.
Mr.

There is no doubt as to James Earl Ray’s involvement i m
the murder of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., and this has “been
understood” between him and Ray from the begmmng, au,thor
William Bradford: Hule said yesterday.

i " Apparently stung by suggestions that h1s articles in Look
| magazme based on handwrittén notes from Ray, may damage
| Ray in his trialon a charge of murdering Dr. King, Mr.Huie ,
said some key facts in.the case are so clear “they could be

stlpulated by any defenseﬂaw—
| yer.’

Percy Foreman, Ray’s new
‘attorney, and Melvin Belli,
inoted California attorney, are
among ' those who have been
critical of Ray’s former coun-
sel, Arthur J. Hanes Sr. of
Birmingham, for co-operating
iwith Mr. Huie in obtaining
imaterial for the Look articles.

Mr. Foreman has not dis-:

"~—

cussed the matter for quota-i

phone interview ' with The!
Commercial Appeal Saturday:
{said, ‘“The (Huie) articles'
leave the impression-Ray was’
la dupe in a conspiracy and’
‘would have shot anyone.”

\ Mr. Huie retorted that, “In’
jdealing with Ray, I made it
clear from the beginning we’d:
have to reveal he was in-
'volved (in Dr. King’s murder)..
Ray’s purchase of the gun in|
'Birmingham and his leaving it'
in front of Bessie Brewer’s
'rooming house on South Main
lare so clear it could be stipy-
lated (admltted) by any de-
fense attorney.”

Mr. Huie was referring to
the scope-sighted, pump-action
rifle abandoned near 42214
South Main a few minutes aft-
er Dr. King was shot April 4,
‘The state is expected to exhibi

this gun at the trial as-the
fmurder weapon. An'FBI ballis-
tics expert has ‘saldbl‘t

gly S fmgerprmts

tion. But Mr. Belli in a tele-!

* thém,” he said.

Y

Mr. Huie’s statements ap-\“'

pear td confirm reports cur-|
rent for three months or more|

that had Mr. Hanes remained | |

as Ray’s attorney he would
have pleaded that Ray acted
as a dupe for others. One such
report said the defense would
plead that Ray acted as a

decoy for the ‘“real killer’” and’
‘that the gun left on South Main|
was a “plant” to throw police;

off the trail.

Mr. Huie: repeated that Dr.
King’s murder resulted from a} |
as ‘he wrote in|
Look, but would not say wheth-|
er Ray has given him the|

conspiracy,

names of any co-conspirators.

“If he’d told me any other|
conspirators, it would not be|

kny good. till the FBI arrested

libel per se for me to name
fhem. If the FBI can’t make
the case, I sure can’t.”

Atty. Gen. Phil M. Canale}

talked yesterday " with Mr.;

Huie by telephone, . it . was
learned. It is understood that

- *“It would be|

Mr. Huie was asked whether
he would submit Ray’s hand-|
written notes to the attorney
general for use asgmdence m
thetrial. - -

Mr Canale would not diss

it cuss Mr. Hu:e s redction. But it

D1JAN 1 31969

is agsumed to. have been fa-
vorable, as Mr. Huie earlier
said, “I will ‘withhold nothing

g useful to the State of Tennhes-

see I" will make a full
disclosure when asked to.”
Atty. Gen, Canale said he

{did take up with Mr. Huie

whether the writer himself

1 would be willing to volunteer:
|as a prosecution witness.

Mr. Huie indicated he rmght

{ consider certain material com-;

ing to hip from Ray as confi~
dential between himself as a:
reporter and Ray as a news

{source. He said he paid Ray
1$25,000 for about 20,000 words
1 handwritten by Ray in the’
i Shelby County Jail and relayed
|to him through Mr, Hanes.

Mr. Huie has said the $25,000

iwas to be used by Ray to pay
i Mr, Hanes-as his defense coun-
| sel- and" that Mr. Hanes had a.

legal paper, permitting him to
take over,Mt. Huig’s payments|

||to Ray as they were remitted. |
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‘It s Not Thut Im
1 Just Don't Have

,«}' The Great Vo:ce pitched to
/& righteous fury,

'a tyrant, a wife-beater, ~ § |
5 monster wlhio had poisoned lit-

le puppy dogs and strangled
a parakeet.

Aspell-boundjm'yanda!
: oom'troom of spectators,
-mostly lawyers studying ﬂhe
‘master’s style," inarveled at’
: the Jehovah - like wrath, the:
»swperb rhetoric from the bull -
.throat of the orator.

Now the Voice throbbed,
‘with sympathy for the w1dow;
'S0 unjustly accused of kﬂlmg
her husband.

Thirty nunutes later the md-
oW, a barmaid named ‘Ethel
‘Mae Simpson — she had fired
‘six .45 slugs into her husband’
— walked out of the ouston
courtroom a free woman.
| So, once again (was it for'
the 1000th time? “I don’t keep |
records,” he says), Percy‘
Eugene Foreman, age 66, six |
feet 4 inches tall, 255 pounds, ‘
had prevailed, ‘

. \
Never a Bore |

He has been .described as.
another Clarence Darrow, a |
shyster, a legal Robin Hood, '
and "an insatiable pubhclty
seeker. He may be all that, -
but he’s much more: a mul'tl—
millionaire, a nonpareil ex- |
frovert wwh a yard-wide. ego.
He can be incredibly - rude
and- incredibly tender or
charming, always flamboyant
never. a’ bore, .

e

Foreman, who has thrust

lash ed the himself - again alml;o the spot-J

Jight of national attenti ;
memory of the slain m ttaking” over the defense of
James Earl Ray, accused: prisoner. A grateful Peace
- slayer of the Rev, Martin Lu-j

ther King, says glibly:

“I don’t pretend to be the
greatest lawyer who ever’
hved or even the: greatest:

today, it on the other

hand 1 dont -dény it.”
Once, needled by an adver-

sary»for hzgsupréme egotism,

-\“It’s Mi

rogance

he
a critic - admwer “and you’ll
find a monumental sneer for
‘the whole human race.”
Foreman loves to play God,
says the same critic - admir-

oo Carlino,” who had been ac:

,‘I‘n" J‘}Proud or EgOflSthOl’-',
thing to Be Modest Abot

. Workmg without a fee, Fore,
‘man won acquittal for fohe

"Exas policemen accused of
brutally beating a fedeal-

ficers Assn, of Texas gave
: Foreman a diamond - studded
wrist watch at a testlmonnal
dinner, - .

Less than three monﬁls lai;-
er he Iost his title as the
Whitds#&night for peace of-
ficers.. It happened in theé ear-
ly 19505 in San. Angelo, after
he won freedom- for .Diege

cused of the-gangland slay-
;ng of a Houston gambler. - .

 Attacked by Ofﬂcers

yMinutes aftep the “jury ‘ae-
quxtted his clienf, a Texas!
Ranger and a shenff attacked i
Foreman with their fists in &/

er, “And he laughs at man’s hallway- near the Judg y'.
fOIbleS, his fears and anxie4 chamber : i

ties.”

C tw
His _Other Side

is a kind, -benevolent geniugp

who gives his.time and .
ents to represent them wi

out fee.

boy, “Mr. Foreman is th

s "*ésa e‘old stm'y |

| He puts the officers on trial.""
To Gregory Ayala, a bug

One juror remarked- after,
Foreman was - attacked: “H

 greatest man alive, He-camiwe paq hot heen -convincéd °

~-to' the city jail at miidnight
‘‘bail'me out. The law thoug
I was klddm when Itold the

yer Me, a Mex1can bus
So I askMr Foreman

already that the defendant’,
was innocent, this ca'tainly
' would have convmced us"
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”mher, Forgive Them'

" What dld the Great Man
have to say of his treatment
at the.hands of the shefiff and

- the Ranger? Foreman, picking
.up apen and a ye]]low legal
pad, wrote quickly in ‘a bold
hand: “Father, forgive them.
They know not what they do.”

Those were the days, be-
fore the tons of national pub-
licity on the Candy Mossler-

Melvin Powers murder trial| ¢ °

in Miami, when he was more
“readily available for a pnce-
:less quote. -
.~ Not that he still isn’t today
but the demands on his time|
. have ‘made. him less accessi-
ble. However, he remains the
darling of the press.
. The years haven’t robbed
him of his greatest @ppeal, an

- Anronicie Photo a

ATTORNEY PERCY FOREMAN ADDRESSES A JURY
“My Clients Want Fteedom, Not Justu:e,” He Says

long ago-they were pm-
grammed to detect the greed,
deceit, malice or hate in the
human race. .
During his 45-year career as
an attorney he has lost one
client to the executioner: a
drive-in operator named Steve

unfettered, natural flamboy-:
ance. As he has done for years L
heé still wears his tailored |
black suits with a rumpled,
potato-8ack look. .

.The nants pockets are tal-\
.lored for specific depth, al-
-most to the knees to contain
;the rolls of currency he car-
;ies, The deep pockets, he ex-
plams, minimize the chance of !
maney falling out:

Fathomless Eyes :

| on soctety?” Wizborn would

Mitchell who: shot and killed
h1s wife.

“He deserved to die,” Fore-
man has said. ‘

The prosecutor who sent
Mitchell to the chair and sul-
lied the Foreman record was
the late ‘A, C. Winborn; a bald
little man with bags under his
eyesand a great giftfor oratory -
and tears that coyld stir a
jury to emeotional frenzy.
~'*‘Flow can you face your wife
- and Tittle children tonight if
you free: this monster to prey’

)

sls’oant dxsbnct attorney in the
early 50s when Winborn hung
the black mark on Foremans
trial record

He Learned a Lot
“1 helped prosecute *dhe

Mitchell case with Winborn,”

says Bell, “and Percy knew hq
had met the master. There’s
no doubt in my mind that
Percy learned a helluva lot

- from the late Mr. Winborn.”

The courtroom theatrics of

Foreman, born in a log cabin -

in Polk County, are legion. In
his defense of Nago Alaniz,

on trial for the murder of a .
South Texas attorney, Fore-
man told the jury:

.. “If you find my client. gmlty,
“.don’t send him o the prison.

‘He's an atborney and. a prison

- fecord-will ruin his Jife, Send

-him to-the. electnc chair.”.  nesses and the. charmter "
qn_;ifttedﬁAl

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

“ ell the” fiiéy o, ‘Serid "YU
“client to the chair?”’ -

R

“T could afford to be bmve,
Foreman smiled, “There
only 17 refversmle grrors ma
by the state.

Hls Home Llfe '1

e lives with hus wife, Mar-z
guerita, a former ballerina and:
actress, and their 10-year-old
daughter, also named Map«
guerita, in g $50,000 home once:
owned by a former client' who
ran afoul of the law, .

Without shame, Eoreman
says, “it was the best home,
my client (Irwin Blum) had
at the time.” :

He claims “no. compuncthn
in charging a client -all “the’
iraffic will bear. The laborer
is worthy of his home. And
that’s Scripture L :
~ Fofeman, whose worth !s
estimated at $6 million, set a
$200,000. fee to defend Melvin-
Lane Powers, the pitted-faced-
co-defendant in the .Iacquea:‘
‘Mossler murder trial il

Mrs; Candace Mossfer ﬁrﬁ
sexy, socialite grandmoﬂmer

b

. and co-defendant, had put uj$
$46,000 worth ofhergems asa
.- retainer fee for her nephew’s
defense. Powers himself signed

over to Foreman about 5 acres

.valued at about,$460,000, i
*thewealthySomﬂiwest

ous;m
aréa. ;v I
Before: hls trial". m Mlamﬁ,

:;Povwers filed “avpauper’s oath:

Foreman told a Florida judge.

.at’ the timer “I think yoir

‘honor should ‘take ]ﬂdlcl&{
knowledge of the fact tha

‘having employed mie, Mr..

Powers: is unquestlonably gn
degent man. ,” = %

-His Legal Strntegy
Foreman’s pattern of legaf‘

~ strategy to free Powers. (and

- Candy Mossler rode the slip-
stream of the Powers acquit-
tal) was on his tried-and--
true techmqpe e long ago‘
perfected: - Fediousg pre-trial-
preparation and daﬁngdttad(s |
on the veramty of stdte’s wit




lple ‘“my clients ‘want
Afreedom, not justice.”
" .On the e one day he
#old a man seekmg his. legal
- services:

~“1 don’t care if you re inno-

you: are, you need the best
; lawyer in the nation. And I'm
; the best.”
. To an frate divorcee. who
. charged into his. office with a
; pistol in her hand, he said:
Z “Honey you don’t want to
' shoot me because I'm the only
! man in the world who could
get you off @ murder charge.”

Hls Dnvorce Cases

Hls reputatlon as a defense
¢ attomey rests on his record:
of acquittals for accused kill-
© ers (“All'my clients are inno-
i.cent;”), however, he’s the un-
| disputed king of the divorce
i courts in Houston. .
I started handling divorces
- wholesale in 1938,” he says,
i “Since  then Yve handled
-more divorces than any hvmg
3 lawyer in the world — the
| world, mind you, not just the
j United  States. During one
‘"World War II year I handled
: 2250 cases and I'm still going
wong 2 !
7 'He turns down 19 out of 20 :
women: seeking divorces, he °
i says;: “because they: ought not”
, to. get: a divorce. It’s just not
i economically feas1ble for.
| them.” ‘
Too. many women - are “un--
" realistic, he says, “they just..
. doi’t realizé that they aren’t -
- fovever young, beautiful, lithe.
« They don’t see the crows feet -
, crawling ' over their - faces:
They can’t anticipate or see
~a- fadmg of thelr physlcal
charms.” T

i
1

The Legend Grows

The : Foreman' legend has

. grown, cerfainly-- because of

; great mtellect and. skill, and

ralso_ because of hns ablllty to
i abtract pmblwity '

’, For instance, *

, w1th o=

generall *’mdl
|faining 87365 1 tillion séttle-.
ment for Mrs.’ Ceml Blaffer

-

an w e

(&

‘Hudson, who had sued ner
band for divorce.

Another attorney,.the hig
respected J. Edwin Smith, had
worked three years prepanng‘

o
g

,
|

| “the contested’ settlement for .
cmtm'gmlty I just want to trial. At almost the very last |
" know if you're in trouble, If Mmoment Mrs. Hudson “dis- !

missed Smith-and hired Fore- -
man to represent her. Smith

later sued and collected $175,-

000 for his legal services..
However, at.the sefflemerit -
it was, Foreman posing with
Mrs. Hudson’ for the news p1c-
tures.. = _ ¢
Fareman has been- the ob-

ject of adulation, praxse, scom, !

vilification and curses.

ing'a recent CBS Televrsmn
show illustrating the. style of
Foreman in a courtroom, he '
heard' himself described as a,
“‘no good bastard ”

!

-..'

A Scream in Court

On another occasion:a grlef-
stricken widow screamed - at
“him in a court room after he !
had successfully defended_ heny,
hushand’s -accused killer: .- “4»
“You may be a big success-
ful lawyer,” ‘cried Mrs. Kath
erine Ainsworth, “but you-sef |
a killer free. He kllled my hus-
band and he should have been
. punished. There’s no Justlce ”
For once the big man
seemed. checkmated. No wise
retort. 'No cutting quip. - ‘He
- simply said:“‘All right, lady.
* If that’s-all you have to wy, s
goodbye KD
Her ‘final outcry was: “GO
to hell, Mr. Foreman.” =~ |
-The situation was too basic, ;
pat You never argue thh a
" distraught woman.
Now, in the winter of his

g

i

life, Foreman has hinted at!
retirement. However, better ;
, than anyone else, he knows he
won’t quit. There'’s the James | !
Earl Ray case ‘and the whole :
world will-be watching him..
“Too long ago the sweet. wine
siof fame infiltratéd his blood- ,
streamn. An(L there’s no known.
c;ui‘e fgr an mgurable Supely;
star hooked og the’ needie oﬁ_
glaiour and giccess. | .;if

g

A\
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- {rial,

anes, Ray S

new lawyer
confer here

Blrmmgham attomey Ar-
thur Hanes Sr: affmned Tues-
day that famed Houston mur-
der ;lawyer -Percey Foreman

flew to Birmingham Monday-.
" to ‘tonfer’ with HKim on the
. defense of James Earl Ray,:
i accused in’ the slaying of - Dr.

Maﬁm Luther ng

who was. replaced by

n 48 Ray’s attorrey. in -
love Nov, 10, said, |
%)me ‘develop- -

4t- added that any
: infurmatlon would
have 'to come from Foreman..

Foreman was not in his -
office’ deay for comment.. |

Hanes 'said “that- -Foreman: |
-had visited him following a
Iong-distance phone’ conversa::
~ tion between the two attor- |
* neys Monday morning. :
 Hanes declined to reveal

any of the conversation.
" Foreman, he said, flew into

the city Monday, had lunch
and dinner with’ him, -and:|
“discussed the case in 'my |

office for several hours.”
‘Hanes pointed out that he is

§till' docketed in Memphis -as |
being a counsel in’ the Ray .
which, was continued |
“\after Ray hired Foreman $wo Z
- ,'ys before :the schedul@l

Y MHP

1# date,

44,% 96[= A
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176 JN 8 1968
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- Perey Foreman; makirg an’ m“'éL

- suceessful bid for a fufthgr-%éfhyﬁ’

+gin-the trial of James Ear] Ray, |

aid/ today "he ‘underat B
| "agents had shadowed D‘;?"‘]},[arﬁn

‘That and -other clues, \the"egf

" brated Texas lawyer said, muke |
r hm believe “someone othér than'!
[ eivil Ei%l}!tsl gg’ader, last April 4.
. ~1he. diselosure came ‘during.

%eaﬁng ‘before Judge W.: pé"fm

i

- Battle, ealled to set a firm trial"
- data for Ray. Battle kept a Mareh |
i~ 3 date’ as tentative, pa %rgh ‘
s Yoreman complained of fiuf
: &ggs, attempts to get the
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