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Ray's First Look |
At Shelby Court
ToBe Brief One

Trial On Murder Charge.
May Be Months Away
—Security Tight

By JIMMIE COVINGTON
James Earl Ray will make a
brief courtroom appearance

shortly after his anticipated
return here in the next few
days, but it may be two or
three months before his trial is
held on a charge of murdering'
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
April 4, i

The Criminal Courts Build-.
ing and Shelby County Jail,:
where Ray will be held, was a
scene of heavy activity and
security yesterday in prepara-
tion for Ray's arrival from
London, where he gave up his
extradition fight Tuesday.

Asked when Ray will arrive,
Sheriff William N. Morris Jr.
said, “I don't know. We will
try to be ready for him when’
he gets here.”

Ray may be detained in Lon-
.don a day or two pending dis-
posal of British charges
against him of carrying an
unlicensed pistol and forged
:passport papersFE=———
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Thera is spectlation he will
be blOd zht {o Snemy County in

il tary plane, and nis arriv-
ai wi}l not be announced until
he is safely locked in jail.

Security measures were
tmuch in evidence around the
Criminal Courts Building yes-
terday.

Heavy steel plating was
jplaced on four windows on the |
jnorth side of the jail's third |
flcor and heavy screens were
installed on other jail windows.

What appeared to be a fluo-
roscope — a machine that can i
visually check the internal |
structure of any object, includ- ||
ing the human body — was|
‘carried into the bulding. There |
were reporis that all dap off |
{have been canceled for sher- |}
iff’s deputies. Guards took upi|
| positions at the jail entrance in ||

the courts building, in the alley
ibehind the jail and in the hall-|
|way leading to Sherr‘f Monrris’||
|office. Sl |
{ The sheriff aeclmed to com- ||
[ment on the security arrange-||

I;
|

ments or on the possible use of ||
the fluoroscope, but he did con-||
(firm that the new sheriff’s
isubstation on Hemcrest Road
|east of the city is being par.[‘
itially shut down. Detentxon\
facilities there will be closed |
- down ' temporarily and some
deputies transferred ‘to the
downtown jail.

Since Ray already has been
indicted, the first legal proce-
dure here will be an arraign-|
ment in Criminal Court. The |
procedure will last only a few
minutes. His attorney will be |
present.

Ray will enter, probably
through his attorney, a plea of
guilty or not guilty to the mur-
der charge and a charge of
carrying a dangerous weapon.
Ray could waive the reading
of the indictment and r reserve |
the right to make his plea
ﬂa*er

The arraignment will be con-'
ducted under tight security. It
does not necessarily have to be |
held before the judge and in

"|the .courtroom in which he will
‘be tried later.

|

_an |

[ -

ror by Judge W. Preston Battle.

- of

|pub‘:ic comments about - the

\the report.

‘iMf:.u!e_.tion is that the triall
will be conducted by Criminal!
Court Judze Perry H. Seliers|

Defense attorney Arthur J.!
Hanes of Birmingham hasin-
dicated that insanity might be
used as a defense. Phychiatric
tests, which could take several
weeks to complete and evalu-
ate, are expected 1o be ordered
for Ray. ’

Normal procedure is to send|
a prisoner to Central Statei'
Hospital in Nashville for the|
{tests, but because of the heavy
security reqmrea in the Ray,
case, there is speculation that’
‘tests might be conducted here.

Apparently most of the seats
in the courtroom, which may
be the Division I Criminal]
Court room on the second floor |
the Shelby County Office
| Building at Second and Poplar,
iwill be taken up by newsmen.

There were reports yester-’
|day that the Crim inal Court
judges may soon issue an or-

J

|der restricting any officials or

attorneys from making any

jcase and setting up ground
ujes concerning news cover-
age before the trial.

Judge Sellers, the senior
;uf!ge declined comment on

The location of Ray's cell
within the jail has not been
disclosed. It is scheduled to be
equipped with closed circuit
television. There also was a
report that it will be air condi-
tioned, possibly because of the
lece confinement, The rest of

A el

the jail is not air conaitiondd.
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(SECURITY)
: MEMPHIS, TENN.,--SECURITY MEASURBES WERE TIGHTENED TODAY FOR THE
|ARRIVAL FROM LONDON OF JA! ARL AY TO FACE MURDER CHEARGES IN THE
ASSASSINATION OF DR, MARTIN LUTHER XING J
STA%SY DROPPED HIS FIGHT WEDNESDAY AGAINST "EXTRADITION TO THE UNITED
S
: DEPUTY SHERIFFS WERE STATIONED OUTSIDE ENTRANCES TO THE CRIMINAL
|{COURT BUILDING, WHICH ALSO HOUSES THE JAIL, ALL DEPUTIES RECEIVED |
INOTICE THAT THEIR DAYS OFF HAS BEEN CANCELLED ]
| SHEERIFF WILLIAM MORRIS WOULD NCT DISCUSS. SECURITY. PRECAUTIONS l
BUT THERE .WERE REPORTS THAT THE SUSPECT WOULD BE HOUED IN A SPECIAL'
CELL EQUIPPED WITH CLOSED-CIRCUIT TELEVISION,
OTHER MEASURES MAY INCLUDE REMOVING SEVERAL OFFICES FROM THE
ADJACENT COUNTY OFFICE BUILDING AND RESTRICTING TRAFFIC ON STREETS
URROUNDING THE JAIL,
LAY ENFORCEMENT SOURCES HAD INDICATED EARLIER THAT RAY PROBABLY .
%ggkgcﬁE SAFELY IN JAIL BEFCRE WORD OF HIS ARRIVAL IN MEMPHIS WAS MADE
7/17--EG250PED
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RayDeczdes toDrop
Extradition Battle ‘
In Dr. King Slayin

f By ANTHONY LEWI
Spectal t The New York Times |
DON, July 16—James |
E ay, who is acc of

“gsertsinating the Rev. Dr..
Martin Luther King Jr., has;
decided to give up his fight
against extradition. .

News of the prisoner’s de- |

| cision was learned tonight.
The British authorities have 1
been informed. |

Under British law, Ray is
allowed 15 days from the
time he was held for extra- ,
dition to seek review of that |
decision in the High Court.
The magistrate’s extradition
ruling came on July 2, so the !
15th and last day of the ap- !
peal time is tomorrow.

In all likelihood, the Home °
Secretary, James Callaghan, 5

[ will let tomorrow pass to be.

! certain that Ray does not
again change his mind. Orig- |
inally his lawyers, after talk-
ing with h:m, had indicated |
that an appeai would surely |

e deadht}e. for ap-
568, swift, action is {
4l Mr. Callaghqn wili
o sign the extradition'or-| i
. der personally and will presum-'
‘ably consult with American
. representatives here  about
' when and how Ray is to be'
! taken back. |
1t is expected that Ray will|
b?e flown across the Atlantic in
-'an official American plane. He
Iwﬂl be in custody of Federal
' agents until he gets back to
. the United States.
.- Once in the United States,
he is expected to be handed
over to Tennessee authorities
 immediately. He will face trial
.in Memphis, where Dr. King
wa&-sﬁof to death on April 4.
. {precise  reason for

lvict who escaped from the
{Missouri State Penitentiary in

ahandmﬁng the plan to fight
| {he extiddition move. through

i gll the: Briushmurts co‘hld fiot
{be learned. Buf persons .clasel,‘:'s:

! informed made “gle

xagﬁgf mdicatign g_hat it Was

Political ,xssue mzncmg el
Ray’s lawyers had argued|
that the Anglo-American ex-|
tradition treaty of 1931 should]

not be- invoked..because.: the

killing of Dr. Kln% was a politi-
cal offense, which is exempted
under the treaty. But the
%150110[. .denied the killing, and

e lawyers hence were in no|

position to suggest any p()l!tl-
cal ‘motive for-thie shooting~

~In a’lstter from the prisoner!
that was made public in the|
United States yesterday, Ray|
hinted that he might be losing |
interest in the fight to stay inj

Britain. - Speculation: ' on his

motives included the thought|
that he might believe it would|
make a-better impression on|

American public opinion to go
back and face the murder trial.

In all likelihood, his Ameri-
can lawyer, Arthur Hanes of
Birmingham, Ala., discussed
the possibility with Ray when
hedvés:ted Ray here on July 5
an

Mr. Hanes, who has returned

-to the United States, flew back

to Britain tonight. He is due in
tomorrow morning and is ex-,
pected to consult with Ray’
once again. {
* The prisoner was arrested a|
Heathrow Airport, London, on|
June 8 under the pame of|
‘Ramon George. Sneyd. He: car
‘ried 2 Cana n passpost, ﬁat
bote “that " e, ‘and hr—:e

never. madé?jny statemest on_

his actual ntity.

“But the maglstrate on July 2|

formally found that “James

1Earl Ray is the same as the
{person before me.” The Amer-
Jican authorities have identi-

fied James Earl Ray as a con-

1967 after serving seven years
1of a 20-term for armed rob-
bery.

| = Best Course of Acﬁon’
LONDON, July 16 (AP)}—A
linformarit here said that Ray's
|decision was made. in -a - state-
ment that used his alias.

The, .xta;ement “jeads:

vRamon -G8 yﬂ. s'iaté

11 have decided of my own ac-

'agamstme i
ad

{writ of habeas-corpus and that,

cord voluntarily to. submit to
the extradition .order _madef

e’thisde‘:!shn:
gl the ‘facts,

b
'

| exil'admou_
|nothing

G n IJ_ o
h, ___l_-.

n’iJir. .__:.‘

e FILE AND 'mmlm

closad g’&dec{sion ;

Ray’s statement wa, gned

s si
iﬂus morning at a .conference
;mth his court-appointed British
awyer. They carn either send it/

to Home Secretary Callagiy as

evidence that Ray has waived|

or they can do|
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Sullivan —
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; upz-az(RAv} -~
LONDON ~~JAMES EARL RAY, GIVING UP HIS FIGHT AGAINST EXTRADITION
TO AMERICA TO- ; FOR THE SLAYING OF MARTIN LUTHER KING
COULD Bz IN A MEMPHIS JAIL BY THIS WEEKEND, HIS LAUYER SAiD TODAY.
MICHAEL EUGENE, RAY'S BRITISI LAWYER, SAID HIS CLIENT MAY BE FLOYN
BACK TO THE U,S, As EARLY AS THURSDAY ok FRIDAY.
EUGENE SAID RAY HAD DECIDED "OF HIS OWN ACCORD™ NOT TO APPEAL BUT
FAILED TO SAY WHY,

ORDggDAY IS THE DEADLINE FOR FILING AN APPEAL OF TEE EXTRADITION
TU EUGENE SAID RAY'S AMERICAN LAVYER ARTHUR HANES SR. FLEW FROV

{AMERICA TODAY AND PROBABLY VILL ACCOMPANY RAY BACK 70 THE U.S.
) 7/17--GE $3 0A
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UPI=121
(RAY)

. LONDONoLTHE ALABANMA LAWYER FOR JAVE EARL BAY SAID THURSDAY RAY DID
. NOT KILL DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. AN GET BACK TO MEMPHIS
/AND PROVE TEIS AS SCON AS .POSSIBLE," THE LAWYER ALSO ACCUSED THE

U.S. JUSTICE. DECARTMENT OF VIOLATING RAY'S "CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS,"

ARTHUR J. RANES, THE AMERICAN LAWYER FOR THE ACCUSED ASSASSIN OF
KING. EXPLAINED TO'NEWSMEN WHY RAY ABANDONED HIS FIGHT AGAINST
EXTRADITION TO THE UNITED STATES TO FACE THE MURDER CHARGE .

"TEIS MAN IS INNOCENT AND WE WANT TO GET BAGK TO MEMPHIS AND PROVE

. THIS AS SOON AS POSSIBLE," HANES SAID. .

| "HANES LASHED OUT AT HE U.S. JUSTICE .DEPARTMENT FOR REFUSING HIM "y

| PERMISSIBN TO ACCOMPANY RAY BACK TO THE UNITED STATES, KE SAID BOTH !

Il EE AND RAY HAD ASKED THE JUSTICE DEPARTMENT TO LET THEM RETURN TOGETHER,

11§ggur§31 THE U.S. EMBASSY IN LONDON TOLD KI¥ THE JUSTICE DEPARTMENT

S

. WTHIS IS TOTALLY UNFAIR, RIDICULOUS AND VIOLATES MY CLIENT'S
b CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS, ™ HARES SAID, THE LAWYER SAID RAY WAS AFRAID OF
' TRAVELING ALONE WITH ﬁ S. JUSTICE DEPARTMENT AGENTS.

THE FORMER BIRMINGHAM MAYOR SAID ME HAD NO IDEA WHEN RAY WOULD
RETURN TO THE UNITED STATES. A BRITISH HOME OFFICE SPOKESMAN SAID
THE EXTRADITION PAPERS FOR RAY WOULD LIKFLY BE SIGNED TOMORROW.

,\ HANES SAID THE REASON RAY DECIDED NOT TO APPEAL THE BRITISH COURT

DECISION TO EXTRADITE HIM WAS THAT HE WANTED TO RETURN TO THE UNITED
STATES QUICKLY,

7/17--EG4PED
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Rﬁy Letter Hints Voluntary Return To I"Q._af'

27 By JERRY LIPSON
b L mc.hm”miww s--vmpfxm
The Chicago Daily News has
a copy of a letter
written by James Earl Ray|
after his arrest in connection
with the assassination of Dr,
Martin Luther King Jr.

The two-page, handwritten
letter is the first communica-
tion from Ray to be made pub-
lic since ' his capture ]ast
month in London, except for
brief statements during court
hearings.

The letter removes any
doubt that Ray and Ramon
George Sneyd, the name under
which he was arrested, are the
same man,

!t also suggests that he origi-
nally intended to return volun-
tarily to the United States to
face trial and implies that he
| has an independent source of

1o cover arrangements
for his defense.

The undated letter was sent
from London’s Heathfield
Road . Prison, where Ray has
been held, to a married sister
who lives in a suburb of St.
Louis. It was signed “Lord
R.G. Sneyd.”

While government officials
working on the King
assassination have not ex-

esped doubt that Ray and
Sneyd aresthe same person,

the fact that Ray was using an

" |alias has been a point of legal

confusion during extradmon
hearings.

Also, Raysattorney, Arthur
J. Hanes, of Birmingham, who
has visited the accused slayer
in London, continues to refer
to Ray as Sneyd.

However, Ray’s younger
brother, John Ray, is con-
vinced that the letter is gen-
uine and was sent by Ray de-
spite the signature “Lord R.
G. Sneyd.”

John Ray said he based his
conclusion on the handwriting
and language of the letter and
on the personal contents it con-

tained.

“I don't know where he got
the name of Sheyd but he had
lots of names.”

Asked about his brother’s as-
sumption of the title “Lord,”
John said: ““That’s probably
just his little joke.”’

Even though the letter was
addressed to Ray’s married
sister, it was written in re-
sponse to a letter sent to
Heathfield Road Prison by
John Ray, who wanted to as-
sure himself that the man ar-
rested June 9 in London was,
actually his brother, i

“I assumed he was but I jusﬂ
wanted to make sure.

“At first 1 was going t@ask

him in the letter if* &waﬁ’fﬁy

brother but: then I was afraid]
they might not give it to him|
or that they might not let him |
write back.” |

John said he finally ad-
dressed his letter to James
Earl Ray and.in it he raised.
the: possibility of visztmg his
brother in the London prison.

He also said he asked about
hiring Texas criminal lawyer
Percy Foreman to handle
Ray’s defense and discussed
action on Ray’s appeal of the
20-year armed robbery sen-
tence Ray was serving when
he ‘escaped from Missouri
State Prison on April 23, 1967.

John Ray, who formerly op-'
erated a tavern in southeast
St. Louis, visited his brother at
Missouri State Prison on April

23, 1967. He dropped out of

szght following Ray’s capture:
in London and was located by.
the Chicago Daily News last
week. :

The letter from .}'ames Earl,
Ray was obtained by the Daily
News, John Ray said the letter:
constituted “strong evidence”
that his brother d:d mnot k111 Dr.|
King. l

“I he really did it, he|

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)
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wouldn't  be thinking gbout
signing those extradition pa-
pers, would he?” John asked.

A British court ordered Ray |
extradited to the United States
during a hearing on July 2 at |
which he was represented by a |
court-appointed attorney.

Since that ruling, due for an i
 appeal July and since his|
meeting with Hanes, who has
agreed to represent him, Ray
apparently has decided to fight
efforts to return him to this|
country. '

James Ray is to appear in a|
London court today for his
weekly remanding to prison on |
British charges. [

Both John and Jerry Ray,

| who were interviewed together

| in a motel room in a Southern

fcity, contended their brother)
had been “set up” toactasa |
decoy in the King assassina- |
tion, while “ﬁe “real killer”

escaped, v - s
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LETTER FROM RAY—This is a lettér which the
Chicago Daily News says was written by, James Earl Ray
to his brother, John Ray, admitting ha was Raymon
Georgs Sneyd, the name under which he was arrested
| in London and charged with the murder of Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. = : e
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ngs an& l:am:ad’ed them to

heir -arms “under a "disarma-

s amnesty agrqemnni. The singer
- --also " promised ‘to give them money for a
yﬁ-ﬂ‘l"p cenlar. E

,.. : —AP Wirephoto

eject
For A1d

Federal Ruse
idor’ Offer
PI) — Nigeria's breakaway -

rejected Tederal termsor-,
ts'-to stnrvmg‘urar

oundup

stary General Thant Mon-
the famine victims and
tative to the area immedi-
n. Yakabu Gowan, the

msey, the Archbishop of
puse in the House of Lords
ent to suspend delivery of
rans would acoept Briush

«of(NLg)eth cfﬁ%wato
's r
irigken Riniya whileiprovi-
; pitals,

e'z;' {0 speed through Presi-
g and other reforms.

b8 Pomptduu as premier in

ily ‘under orders from de

ent's reforms by the end of

: to help pay for an
for French workers —
mised in order to stop a

d June.

released figures showing

bllars-or about five per cent

during the strikes.
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‘matigr, - intelligence
. {said -Monday, -

“[4nti-Mao Blaze
.| Reported Rising
- In 2 Provincdy

HONG KONG, July 15. @
(U?I)-Eommrmist China is
the midst of a long, hot suj

‘imer of civilian revolt in t4

provinces of the five whi
have thus far refused to acce[l|
Mao Tse-tung’s iron grip on t| !

Tepo

The: reports, based on re
able® iformation from Chinfl
saiti resh fzghtmg had brokg
out-in recent days in Fikis
an?Fﬁﬁvangm provinces fallo
ing~ éarlier turmoil betwee
Chinese army troops and civill
jans during late April, Mall
and early June.

The two regions are amo

[the* fivé iof China’s 26 pro
1iNces: ‘t!!at still have not, estajil]
lished revolutionary commii
tees ordered- by ‘the Peki
power center of Mao,
Chinese Communist Par
chairman.
Despite the fighting in F
kien and Kwangsi, the intel
gence reports. said Mao.and 1l
supj ‘s had decided to pugl
Bhead with. plans to consol!
te the power of the revolll
tionary- committees in. lesh|
u'oublecl areas,
Puldan Province, 1ocs.ttd o

Civi!im hctiom hm stagd
raids on military armories ar}l;
ambushed military rail coff;

voys,' the reports said. Opdll|
fighting - between civilian fafl
tions and army units has off|
.curred- in'Soochow, the provi
cial capifal, andAmoy, poll}
¢ity just a short distance fro
the Nationalist-held offsho
island of Quemoy. : |
In Kwangsi, a southern proj|
ince whigh borders on Norfl
Vistnam, the fighting has bed
¢ven more open. Most of CHll
na’s vital rail links betwe
Peking and Hanol run throu

Rwangsi.
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c‘hleaso Daily News g‘em&" :

mvﬁ'ng el
Vnéar him when, 2
stmds m.:xl for themx@e‘r of {

lm"“'

" John Ray, 35 said :
tumedmntoanmgﬁthe

owns in southeast. |
and expects fo rent,

! ment in Memphis,

l this week. o b
He'll be -joined by‘a‘m!:her» !
‘brother, Jetfry, 32, who)@mtilms vl

job with

move sho.r‘t?y after rweiylgtg a:
letter ‘fr : wirit{en :
from the %so ir:lsbn ere t
he has been-held sitice h;&s_a::—
rest June 9. In it “Réy 'indi-
cated he was ready 80 .Fét
voluntarily lf&r the: U.S.

stand trial. . ; i
: John Ray ‘told the’ {‘.biscﬂg'o
Daily News hisfirst:fhove will <
be to set up a “James Rayde *
fense fund” to help pay this -,
brother’s legal expenses g
“If it was justa quemonm'
$3000 or '$4000; I conild raise °
that,” Johi gaid, “but ‘this is ;
: cost ’lot moraruban

a®

_;!_.'l

qlder brother

1967; the day besfore e hrukre
out .of  the. Missouri Stata
Prison by hiding in an out-

L

bound bakery truck.
C ey wss we talked: @bout an

T Ll L..e\-".'_‘-'.. oL T

: JU %ﬁg?;&m WITIALED

at any tsime '1 :
had any opinions -m-m

| | convictions, his broth
{tims. "

1959 after & supermarket
holdup in. . Alton, IH,, John
Y said, “Even when they were
P stmt:mg at him he never fired
‘\back, He threw his. gun’
| aw;é}'. . S TR ]

| &

9 L
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By Karl E Meyer

LQNDDN Ju!y 16~—Jamesj
Enrl Ray instructed: his law- |
yers:today to waive his appeal|
‘of a British extradition order:
This means he will prebably
return in a few ‘days to the
United States, where he faces
¢harges of murdering the Rev. |
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. i
~Ray’s surprise decision be-
came known after he_ saw his [}
British attorneys in Wands-
rworth prison this morning|
and gave them a signed state- |’
ment saying he had voluntar- |,
ed not to file  an, ap-
4’ July 2'eXtfadition !
ginst him T How
glice Court. ™ ™% |
year-old American
said he had made the decision
after considering all the facts
and believed it was the best™
thing for him to do. The 250-
word typed statement was
signed “Ramon George
Sneyd,” the name under which
Ray was arrested at Londoen
‘Aiport on June 8. It will be
submitted to Home 3ecretary
James Callaghan, who must
_ \'appraval to Ray’s re-

] Word f Ray's déCisIbh_IW\a;_
m1 L ,telep};q!qu; hisq
American lawyer, Arthiir J. '
Hanes, a former Mayor of _Bn‘-l
‘mingham, Ala. Hapes was due
fo arrive here Wednesday to
confer again with his client,
who has denied killing. Dr.
King in Memphis last April 4.
In his statement, Ray made
no complaints about 'hi§ legal
defense in Britain. Instead, he |
.expressed specific thanks to,
{Michael Eugene; his ‘court-ap-|
pointed solicitor; and to Roger

mﬁ%ﬂj @&ﬂrﬁ&ﬁ‘lﬁ"ﬁi&%

,|wanted in the death of Dr.

“of'
Court to meet the deadline of

ijeourtreom
/| Britain when he was briefly|

"quRezi.,fﬁ 16 US.

Az ).

Weashintgon Posi Forelgn Service o

been antjeks by.a
sent ﬁ}é‘m o éﬁﬁfw

' America, According to the

|Chicago = Daily News, Ray
wrote “T. could appeal - myl
‘extradition hearing but I am

igetting tired of listening to!

these liars so that I m:g‘hﬁ;

‘{close it up about Tuesday.”

Concerning the word “liars,”

{Ray has twice denied in court’
‘|police testimony that he cried
‘I'“Oh, my God, I feel so trapped™
;i wihen miormed that Scotland

Yard believed he was the man

gl 2ok
eal *ibr"thﬁ 3};1
the ‘High

4 pm. Wednesday. A hearing!
date of July 29 had already |
been set. It will now be can-|
celled ;

This morning Ray made what
will ' probably - be his last|]
appearance in

brought before Bow . Street!
Court on two lesser charges;
of possessing’ a forged pass-|
port and carrying. an unlaw-
ful revolver. The charges were

now will almost .sm;el;t

Jremanded until July .24, Pnd,
'|dropped.’ z’

44- 258614

NOT RECORDED
176 JUL 81 1968

e (e

T — a——— e

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

Tolson

%Occh
Bi %roﬁ

Casper
Callahan
Conrad —
Felt

Gale

Rosen
Sullivan
Tavel
Trotter
Tele. Room
Holmes
Gandy

The Washington Post A‘ ’

Times Herald
The Washington Daily News
The Evening Star (Washington)
The Sunday Star (Washington)
Daily News (New York)
Sunday News (New York)
New York Post
The New York Times
The Sun (Baltimore)
The Worker
The New Leader
The Wall Street Journal
Thé National Observer
People’s World

pate — JUL 17 1968

a




L'l
e HTELL DIV

JuL 23 12 13 PH 6k

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



0-19 {Rev. 7-27-67)

/ ARl S ¢ P L
To Extradition

Appeal Is Dropped,
Return to U.S. Near

LONDON (AP)—James Earl
Ray could be on his way back to
the United Stateés it or ear-
ly tomorrow to face trial for the
killing of Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. :
Ray cleared the way for his
return by signing a declaration
yesterday that he did not want|
to appeal the order for his exira-
dition issued by London’s chief
magistrate on July 2. _
It was not known whether
Ray’s lawyers would deliver his
!statement to the Home Office or
whether they would let the:
15-day period for him to file an!
appeal expire this afternoon;
without taking further action.

Must Sign Order ;
In either case, Home Secretary

James Callaghan could sign|
the order for Ray’s extradition
before nightfall. He would then
be delivered to U.S. Justice De-
partment officials for the trans- |
Atlantic flight. . !
Informed sources said the
journey would be made aboard a
1U0.8. government plane or a
| chartered eivil jet, with Ray un-
ider heavy d.
| Ray’s American lawyer, Ar-
thur J. Hanes of Birmingham,!
Ala., was due in London this
morning. U.S. officials indicated |
he would not be permitted to
accompany his client back to the|
United States. _ !
JRay’s, decision nof to j’(ﬁal;.
the extratition order came atter|
a*fButibocourt hdaring yester-
‘day at-which he'sat galetly while
his “ British “awyers agreed .to.
have him held in prison another|
eight days on charges he entered
Britain on a forged Canadian;
passport and carried an unli-
ccensed gun: * EON ;
which. he was’arrested June 8 ab

slaying was e pdlitichl erime,
et s o ol cime
!be extradited under British law.
‘A hearing on the %pe'a] had;
;been tentatively set for June 29
ig\{gg- though it had not yet been

t | In his declaration saying he
j 'would submit to extraditton, Ray
. jwrote: “I have made this deci-
i:smn after considering “ail the:
| facts, and" I believe that this is
1 Ehe dhest course of acg:ion fgr me.
i to adopg” ’ !

Oglyzation. was - signed]

k3
. Seorge Sneyd,” the al-
ia ﬁi passport Itay_ qéé‘d
and the name under which he.
was held n Britain, %,
People who talked to Ray re.-
cently in Wandsworth Jail said
jhe had been growing restless
and tired of waiting after
m%llths entherun, . -
ey said he . consistently
lclaimed he is innecent
Sime 2 nt of Zhe‘
Other possible factors in Ray’s |
decision were British refusal to
continue free legal aid for hi’s!
appeal and the fact that, in pre-!
iparing_for- the trial in Memphis, |
\Ilife agd Hanes c?ué:; talk enly in
resence o itish pri
el . prison
Last week Ray wrote a broth-|
er in t#gw United States telling |
arrange payment to
Hanes. Then he remarked: “I
could appeal my extradition
heal_'mg, _but T am getting tired
of listening to these liars and I
gnght close it up about Tues-!
1 ay'n ) d
. 'Fhe “liars” he referred to ap-,
parently were British police who
have quoted him as saying -after |
his arrest, ““Oh,” God, I feel so.
trapped.” ! Ray denied saying
anything Kke that, = & - ¢%4s,
L Sk

f
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Two floors of the new County Adminisiration Building
were ordered rushed to completion yesterday {o provide more
room in the County Office Building for the trial of James Earl
Ray, charged with killing Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

County Commission Chairman Jack Ramsay asked that
the second and third floors of the Administration building be
finished by early fall so the offices of County Court Clerk
Robert Gray and Trustee Riley Garner may be moved there.

If the County Election Com- S T T e W
mission’s offices can.also bejsince 1980. Sheriff Morris dis-
moved, the entire first floor of | cussed such a system for the
he County Office Building will| County Jail in the fall of 1966,
be made available for a news| But a television camera to sur-
media center and other facili-{vey Ray’'s cell apparently will
ties needed for the Ray trial.ibe the first such insiallation in
The trial is expected to be held |the 43-year-old prison.
this fall. | The rerouting of traffic on
|Second and Third Streets near
Mr. Ramsay took action aft-|the jail Tor the period of the
er a meeting with Sheriff Wil- Ray trial was also discussed.
liam N. Morris in the Election! R R
Commission’s office. Also pres-! Boyd i:me D e W
ent were Election .f,tf':mmis:—r:f,m fo(:; kg Ha fmon Roisie:
sion Chairman Joseph M. For-| }O:’,;O{’ f‘pmra{mﬁ'% e
bis, Mr. Gray and McKinIey%‘.ﬁ‘.q‘“f'_"sfm‘mn &‘l“d“’]‘g’ said
Parker, Election Commission| > CIEWS Ca1 mMeel the com-
executive administrator. pletion, seedbnes Mus femegy
Ked for the second and third
It was revealed at the meet- floors, Bdie: B A B
ing that the private cell Ray is|  here the Election Commis- i
?;-fciﬁgy% the 5'30133’ Cmf“t}’fion’s offices will be moved
st e umfer foi‘;i&'fm:t;ms. not been decided. Removal|
surveiilance by closed CITCUIL|ig the Administration Bui}dir.cz| Editor:

Tewici FAitit + ;51 i
television. Equipment for e, was originally planned. Butl ——

Edition:

Author:

= |

television circuit was ordered |yesterday Mr., Ramsay. Mr. |

4 . 5 e
8"';9 g,‘if;k;“b 33"’ fj:“m the BJU*‘CE[‘ Forbis and M r. Parker looked| v a A
Wy wistribuung Lo. tover the building formerly oc-| AT UL I A
The City Jail across Second:cupied by the City Public Serv-! Character:
Street from the County Jail,{ice Department and Plannine! it
h_a._q__é_qad closed circuit televi-|Commission at Adams angi
sion for monitoring prisoners;Third. o |
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James Earl Rays’ brothers, Jerry (left) and John
read a leiter from the accused assassin, writien
from a British prison. The letier illuminates two
poinis: that James Ray and Ramon George

Sneyd are the same person, and despite the ac-
cused’s attempis to prevent extradition to the
U.S., he may have originally mtended {o return
voluntarily.

Bound Over for Another 8 Days

Ray's Appeal Hampered

LONDON, July 16 {UPD — A British court today
bound over James Earl Ray, accused slayer of
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., for another eight
gx: on charges of violating gun and passport

Sources close to Ray’s defense said his lawyers
were running into “local difficulties” hampering
his appeal against a court-ordered extradition to
America to stand {rial for Dr, King’s murder.

Ray's appearance at Bow Sireet M-agisu*arhes}
Court was routine. The law says he musi be
taken before a magistrate every eight days while -
held on the charges of carrying a gun and two
forged
rwhedJmeMoenda worldwide manhunt.

Defenise sources said the dafﬁmﬂms they ;
were talking about were not admigistrative and :

W%l@dmmﬁmmm,
mﬂwetm*ﬂnggsslaymgwasapﬁ!&walmm

-

passponts, dlargesmmchRaywasar-'

Political crimes are mot subject fo the Anglo-
American extradition treaty.

Ray’s British lawyer, Michael Eugene, has only.
one day left to file an appeal of Ray’s extradition
order, issued two weeks ago. _

Frank- Milfon, chief metropolilan magistrate,
ordered Ray held until July 24 on the gun amd

passport charges. -
Only a speciators were on banﬁ when Ray
Wandsworth Prison infa Ma-

arﬂ'wed frd-
Tia ésma‘béi‘é‘:y three Jaguar police trilsers. -
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LONDON. — (AP) —
James Earl Ray made an-
other brief and routine ap-
pearance in the Bow Street
Magistrate’s Court and was
sent back to Wandsworth
Jail for another eight days.
Another court appearance
for him was set for July 24.

Ray’s British lawyers have
indicated they will file their
appeal Wednesday against
Chief Magistrate Frank Mil-
ton’s order on July 2 that
Ray should be extradited to
the United States for trial on
charges of murdering Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. A
hearing on the appeal is ten-
tatively scheduled for July
29.

Ray was brought into
court today because British
law requires a prisoner de-
nied bail to be brought be-
fore a magistrate each week
until his case is settled, Ray
was composed and chewing
gum at his appearance to-
day.

When the magistrate asked
if he had anything to say, he
replied: “No, sir.”

As always when Ray is be-
fore the British court, there
were elaborate police pre-
lcautions. Gy

- 3350 J)-
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e Decoy?

By FRANK HOWﬂJl‘T

Memphis Press-Scimitar-London
- Bxpress Service
|LONDON.—F.B.I. men are
waiting impatiently in Amer-
ica to cross-examine James
Earl Ray, indicted for the
assassination of Dr. Martin
Luther King,

They urgently want answ-
ers to these questions:

Had he any bosses? Who
were they? What was his
role? Was he the gunman —
or was he “‘put out to run”’ in
Europe as a decoy, drawing
attention to himself and
away from the real killer?

For a gunman who was
being hunted by 6,000 Ameri-
can agents, Ray behaved
oddly like a man who was

"¢ 9 AUG 6- 1968

inviting authorities to take a
closer look at him"during Bis
European tour,

From the moment the
soft-nosed bullet exploded in
Luther King’s neck as he
stood on a Memphis hotel
balcony on April 4, Ray
“went on the run” in a way
that didn’t fit his back-
ground: A petty, clumsy,
stick-up man whose stupid
mistakes had put him many
times behind bars.

Suddenly he became ‘or-
ganized.” His identity clev-
erly cloaked. His travel ar-
rangements well planned.

He was “spirited” into’

¢ Ea.nada: The F.B.1. still can-

t understand how he got
through a massive security
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