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4 dFBI-King 

story is 

not over 

I 
I 

WASHINGTON - In this col-
umn, almost exactly a year 
ago, I wrote the following 
bout the FBI's attempt to de-

stroy Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr.: 

"Is it a proper FBI function 
for agents to mail to the wife 
a man the FBI director de-

spises a tape recording suggest-
ing that the man has a-sexual 

affair going with another wom-
an? Should this tape be used 
this way primarily because 
f agents close to the FBI dir ,rd 

hope that sending it to the wife 
wi;l activate the hated m an's 
tendency toward suicide? This 
%-s done under Hoover." 

The front pages of America 
recently have blared forth 
most of the story of J. Edgar 
Hoover's grisly plot to destroy 
the reputation and influence of 
Dr. King. With FBI bfficials 
now acknowledging these mon-
strous efforts to destroy the ) 
Civil rights leader, I write not 
to say "I told you so." 

I wish only to have Ameri-
cans realize that what I wrote 
in 1974, but more important 
rhe many columns that I wrote 

jibout Hoover and the FBI in 
1969, were true. 

WHEN I FIRST revealed 
what Hoover and the FBI hd 
ayrne to Dr. King, for reasons 
of Hoover's venality, personal 
spite, p01i4ca1 ideology, I str-
rEx1 up quil a fuss. I shall nev-

er forget 
tur and Malvina Stephenson 
asked Hoover who started the 
'r'ntroversy over illegal wire-

raps, the late FBI director 
replied: 

"That racist 
wan." 

,(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 
-'— mover woii1dngage in blacc-

hat when Vera Gla-

columnist, Ro-

I 
1 

I 

I 

The FBI kept Dr. King under 
both electronic and physical 
surveillance right up to the 
time Dr. King was killed, an 
the campaign to destroy his 
reputation continued long after 
'te assassination at a black-
c, wned motel in Memphis. 

(Dr. King was at this particu 

lar motel, by the way, becaus,, 
tthe FBI urged a friendly re, 

porter to write that even as the 
civil rights leader was urging 
a boycott of white merchanu 
he was staying in a white-
owned motel.) 

Hoover passed around "top 
secret" documents suggesting 
the FBI knew every time Dr. 
King smiled at a woman, or 

vice versa. Given this kind of 
surveillance, why were there 
no FBI "informants" around 

0 see someone firing a gun at 
Dr. King? 

I LOOK BACK at notes I 
,took during private sessions 
Iwith top FBI personnel when 
he FBI supposedly was pres. 

ing one of its largest manhunts 
in history .- looking for Dr. 
King's killer. I view those 
notes in the light of recent rev-
lations regarding FBI activi-

ties here at home and CIA as-
sassination attempts abroad, 
and I personally become con-
vinced that the FBI never told 
the American people the whole 
truth about Dr. King's murder. 

I recall the strange diffi-
culties James Earl Ray, who 
was imprisoned for the killing, 
had with his attorneys. I note 
the repeated squelching of his 

Millions of Americans were claims that he is the patsy for 
a lot more prepared to believe '\ 1other conspirators. I look back 
ti it I was a black racist,  the, evidence and am per-

'ced by paran.'i to mk1 nally convinced that killing 
.i icre..leQ. at1Is . Kiig was not conceived - 

F th!h o• ' elieve ti at perhaps not even executed—by 

mail and other crimes. 

James Earl Ra37jlon 
NOW THAT the Senate arid, We may never know t'ne 
arious FBI officials have whole truth. But that Sete 
made it clear that I knew what 
I was writing about six Ye committee ought to go on aud 

ars lore the question whether 
ago, perhaps you'll treat se- w h e n D r. King's bitter 

riously what I'm about to say: enemies failed to blackmail 

I am utterly convinced that him into committing suicide 

he FBI knows a lot more r'ey took other means to "elim. 
about the assassination of Dr. 'nae" him. 
King than has ever been fe- Th 
vealed. e mere thought is gro-

tesque. But given the facts at 
hand, can we ignore the possi-
iiities? 
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C FY ED R O G £'7 S ) 

I r.JASHINGTON (UPI) -- ATTORNEY GENERAL Enr.,jARD LEVI HAS ORDERED THE 
JUSTI~E DEPA11Ttinn TO REVIEW AN FBI INVESTIGATION INTO THE 
1\SSASSINATiot-: OF t;ARTIN LlJTHER KING JR. AND ADVISE HIM r,/HETHER TO -
ORDER IT REOPENEt' IT 1.JAS At!NOUNGET: TOI:AY. ~ 

A JUST I :-:E DF. Pt1~Tm:t--1T SPOKES t 'AN SAID LEVI TOOK THE A ~TI ON "IN VI E11i 

\~ 

F" DISr.LOSURES EEFORE THE SENATE INTELLIGENCE :'~OHMITTEE THAT THE F )· 
,a\!DU-:TED A P<OGRAr 1 0F HARASSING THE LATE CIVIL:UGHTS LEADER FOR · 
EVEN YEARS PRIOR TO HIS DEATH IN l968. 

KING ~•JAS HEM) OF THE SOUTHERN ~HRISTIAN LEADERSHI F CotJFERENCE AND 
·1:1 INNrn OF A NO EEL PEN~E P!H 2E FOR HIS ~RUSADE 01''. EEHALF OF BLACKS• HE 
f.l,f\S SHOT TO DE/I.TH AT A ~iOTEL DURING A VISIT TO MEMPHIS TENt-J. 

\ 
"I HAVE ASiffD ASSISTANT ATTORNEYS GEt-!ERAL J. ST,1\NLEV POTTINGER AN~ 

RI~HARD THOO.NBU!{GH TO :'tEVIF.W THE FILE ANI' RE'.':OPMEND TO ME '}HETEER TEE 
IHVESTIGATION SHOULD BE REOPENED," LEVI SAID IN ('. STATF.t-1ENT RELEASED 
BY THE JUSTF:E DEPARTNENT. 

POTTINGER IS HEAD or THE DEPARTr1ENT'S ":IVIL liriHTS DIVISION AND 
THORNBURGH HEAD OF THE ::::HMINAL DIVISION. 

l!PT 11--:>i<: 11!1n AFS 

---
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ADD :i. KING f.JASHINGTON (UF-046) 
THE FBI HAS Btil-J GIVEN "!REDIT FOR TRACKING DOT1JN KU'.G'S GONVI";TED 

SLAYER 1 JAMES E,\RL RAY1 LJHO IS SERVING A LIFE PRISON SfJ\'TENCE Hi 
TENNES~EF. FOR THE KI Ll.lNG. 

JUSTI";E DEPARTMENT SPOKESt,AN JOHN 1•IILSON St\ID LEVI SENI MELOS TO 
FOTTINGER A~D T~!ORMBllRGH LAST MONDAY E~1FHASI2ING HIS AGTION r:JAS NOT 
IN ITSELr A :ZEOFF.NH'G OF THE INVESTIGATION AND SAID LEVI HAS NO 
If\'DI ~ATIOI'! THE O~IGINAL IMVESTIGllTION '.·/AS LESS THA~! THOROVGH. 

LBJ I IN F !1".:T SAID HE HAD BEEN ADVISED BY A JUSTI "; E DEPA~TMEKT 

IATTORNEV THAT THt i;-DI Pf1DE AP "INCREDIBLY GOOD" INVFSTIG1\TION INTO 
l<H! G'S 7:EATH AND THE;'.1E r,JAS NO I ND I ";AT I ON TEAT THE F EI MAY HAI/ E PULLED 
ITS Pl.f-l";HES. -\ 

TP.E SENATE SELEr.T COtit"ITTEE ON IKTELLIGEN";E 'ZEVEALED THIS roNTH 
THAT THE LATE FEI DI?E";TOR J. EDGAR HOOVER CONSiliE.RED KING A 
"DANGEROUS" ELf1';K LEA!iER AND INSTt;VCTF.D AGE1'!T3 TO DO :,LL THEY ";OULD 
TO BLmrr HIS Eft"E":Tivn:ESS. 

AGEtffS SEtff )UNG ONE ANONYNOUS LETTER SUGGESTING THAT HE -;om:rr 
sm-;IDE RATFE'1 THAN FA~E DISGRA~E ON SOtTE UNDIS~LOSED ALLEGATIONS, 
THE :-: Ot;nTT EE SAI n. 

ASSIST ANT DEPUTY F EI DIR £";TOR JA?:Es ADA NS TOLD THE Gorn-a TEE 
Effi UF.R THIS t:m-!TH HE ";OULr FIND "NO STATUTORY BASIS oq 
JPSI'IFI".:ATION" FOl SOMF. 25 H.4RAss~:ENT A.'~TIONS AGAH,!ST KING. 

ADJ\tS SAID THE A";TIONS fJERE TAKEN DE".:'AUSE THE FU l:'EARED '.JHAT HE 
":ALLED "";OI'!1.!NIST ~ONNEr;TIONS" rnTH KING -- ,'~Ot'n·:El";TIOt--'.S LJHI(:H HE SAID 
NEV ffi 1,,1ERE SUESTA1'!TI ATET). 

UPI 1.1. -2 6 U: 20 AES 

WASHINGTON CAPITAL NEWS SERVICE 
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below 

FBI's crimes 
The revelations that the Federal Bureau of 

Investigation was actively involved at the high-
est levels in schemes to intimidate Martin Luther 
King Jr. and discredit him as a leader of the civil 
rights movement are shocking. 

Associate Deputy Director James B. Adams 
I of the FBI, testifying Wednesday before the Sen-

ate Intelligence Committee, confirmed and 
/enlarged on the particulars of the FBI's anti-King 
campaign as revealed by members of the com-
mittee's staff Tuesday. He said the FBI under 
J. Edgar Hoover mounted 25 covert operations to 
damage King. The schemes had "no statutory 
basis or justification," he said. Atty. Gen. Robert 
F F. Kennedy had requested and approved FBI I 

wiretaps on King. 
Testimony before the committee Tuesday 

indicated that there were 16 electronic bugs and 
eight wiretaps installed to eavesdrop on the civil 

-I rights leader. 
The crimes attributed to the FBI before the 

committee are too numerous to list here. One of - 

them was the mailing of an anonymous letter to 
Mrs. King accompanied by a tape picked up by 
one of the bureau's bugs. The letter included this 

i ominous threat to her husband: "King, there is 
only one thing left fur you to do. You know 
what it is. You have just 34 days in which to do 
it. You are done. There is but one way out for 
you." It was just 34 days before the scheduled 
presentation of the Nobel Peace Prize to the civil 
rights leader in 1964. King interpreted the letter 

'a s demanding his suicide. 
Other FBI papers raise the possibility that the 

FBI was instrumental in King's checking into the 
Lorraine Hotel in Memphis, Tenn., where he was 
murdered on April 4, 1968. 

The Senate Intelligence Committee, with the 
full cooperation of the executive branch of the 

government, including the new leadership of the 
BI, should pursue its investigation to its revolt-

ing depths. There must be changes made in the 
controls over FBI operations. Never again should 
it be possible for the nation's principal law 
enforcement agency to violate the law on such a 
scale.  

A 
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D A RAY ~ Jd-1 ;- \~; ·~,' - 14"1--2 6 ,'_,((" V • 

NEW YORK CUPI> -- JAMES EARL ~y SAYS HE DID NOT Sll>OT DR. AR IN \ 
LUTHER KIN; JR. AND WAS A MILE I HOM THE SCENE AT THE TIME. - \ 

THE CIVIL RIGHTS LEADER WAS SHOT TO DEATH IN IIDtPHIS., TENN • ., APRIL 
4., 1968. RAY PLEADED GUILTY AT ti£ TIME AND WAS SENTENCED TO 99 YtARS. 
IN JAIL FOR KIi(; 'S ASSASSINATION. \ / 

IN AN INTERVIEW PUBLISHED IN mt NATIOti\L STAR.. WRITER STEVE Y 
DUNLEAVY REPORTED RAY TOLD HIM MATT'.£R-OF-FACUY: -,.I Pms0NALLY DID / 
NOT SHOT DR. KING. I MIGHT HAVE BEEN PARnY RESPNSIBLE FOR HIS DFATH. i", 

•Btrr TIIEN THE MAN WHO MADE THE RIFLE MIGHT HAVE BEEN RESPONSIBLE 
IN PART• TOO. . _ _ _ _- . 

•I VAS A MILE FROM THE SCENE.• _ ,, · -
RAY HAS SERVED MORE THAN SIi YFARS IN SOLITARY CONFINEMENT IN 1 

PRISON IN TENNrnSEE .. BUT WAS RECENTLY ALLOWED ro JOIN THE GENERAL \ 
PRISON POPULATION. IN 1974., HE CLAIMED HE WAS PRESSURED INTO PLEADING 
GUILTY TO A CRIME HE PID K>T C<JitIT., AND IS NON APPFALI~ TiiE 
COHVlCTION. •ti)., I'M NOT LOOKirG FOR A LESSER CHARGE.,• THE STAR QUOTED RAY AS 
SAYING. •I'M LOOKING TO BE FOUND NOT_GUILTY. I DON'T WAN.T ANY ( 
CONSPIRACY CHARGES. I WANT A NOT GUILT!. 

•IF I DIDN'T KILL HIM., THEN Sa1EONE ELSE DID. BUT THAT'S FOR THE ~~1 

l>RC\SECUTION TO FIND our. l'M NOT A STATE WITNESS AND DON'T INTEND TO, L 
BE. •THER!'S A LOT MORE INVEST_IGATING TO DO INI'O THE CASE., BUT I'M c,,v 
NOT GOING TO HELP THE AUTHORITIES. . . 

*THEY ARE THE PEOPLE WHO WANT TO SEE THE END OF ME. IN DECEMBER., 
1 97 3., THEY TRIED TO PUT ME IN A LUNATIC ASYLUM. THEY WA NT TO KEEP ME 
Q un:T. I EMBARRASS THEM. . . - . 

•LOOK., I KNOW THE TELEPHONE NlttBERS OF TWO MEN IN LOUISIANA •. THE ,-\ :~:o~5T~rNl'cig~ursiI-\~t ~tR NAf1ES. FOR SOME REASON THEY DON'T - -_ 
•GET THE TWO GUYS IN LOUISIANA AND YOU WILL KNOW ALOT-r-t>RE. 
• IF I GET MY APPEAL I' LL TELL YOU ALL ABOUT IT THEN. YEAH• IT W IL( 

SHOCK A LOT OF PEOPLE. WAS I A FALL GUYt I'M NOT GOING TO ANSWER THAT 
- - BUT I'M NOT GO ING TO w ASTE MY CASE ON You. " ' 

UP I O 9- 3 O O 1 : 34 A ED 
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The Washington Post -----
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Daily News (New York) 
The New York Times ,5:._--=--3--
The Wall Street Journal 

7 
----
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Mrs. Martin Luther King Jr.; her father-in-law, Dr. 
Martin Luther King Sr., and relatives and friends attend 

United Press International 

a gravesite serlvce at Atlanta marking the seventh 
anniversary of her husband's death. 
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peded i*n Crash of Saigon 1 
fficials said they 
clear up" confu-

ies of the victims. 
been determined 
ere on board, and 
initially. 
:he Seventh Day 
said 73 persons 
including 40 chil-. 
bodies of 30 or 40 
re believed to be 
I fuselage. It also 
ome of the victims 
out of the craft 
pressure after the 

f the flights order-

ed by President Ford to bring 2,000 
Vietnamese orphans to new homes in 
the United States. Ford and his wife 
had planned to be at Travis Air 
Force Base, Calif., when the Galaxy 
transport arrived Monday. He said 
the airlift would continue despite the 
tragedy. 

THE PLANE slashed to earth with 
the pilot trying a desperate landing 
in a rice paddy just 35 minutes after 
it had left Saigon's Tan Son Nhut air-
base. It had risen to 23,000 feet when 
the cargo doors blew and the pilot 
lost his elevator, rudder and flap 
controls. 

Pages of comic books, toys and a 
baby's bottle were strewn among the 
bodies where the mercy flight ended 
in torn metal and flames 11/2 miles 
from the airport. 
Ford said he was "deeply sad-

dened at the loss of so many lives" 
but "our mission of mercy will con-
tinue. The survivors will be flown 
here when they are physically able. 
Other waiting orphans will make the 
journey." 

"This tragedy must not deter us 
from offering new hope for the liv-
ing," President Ford said in a state-
ment given to newsmen as he flew to 
San Francisco. 

Officials said thai 
lift flights are cxc 
tomorrow or Mm 
Force Cl41s alread: 
position, they said. 
A spokesman for 

lift Command at 
Base, Ill., told Unit 
tional that MAC hai 
contact the nation' 
out how many civi 
be chrtered for the 

"It looks like U 
everyone who flies 
one airline official s 

MILITARY sourc 

Ai 
Fi 
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: MEMPHIS TENN• CUPI) -- CI 1JIL RIGHTS LEADER REV• JESSE JACKSON 
.. , TOLD MARCHbs OBSERVING THE SEVENTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE SLAYING OF DR• 

MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. FRIDAY HE BELIEVES THE CIA AND THE FBI .jffi£ 
INVOLVED IN THE ASS AS SI NATI ON• 

"JAMES EARL RAY SAI O HE 1JAS NOT ALONE AND I BEL! EVE HIM," JACKSON 
SAID. 

\ 

I 
JACKSON SAID HE :,11 LL MAKE A PERSONAL APPEAL TO ATTORNEY GENERAL 

ED·JARD LEVI TO REOPEN THE INVESTIGATION OF THE MURDER AND WILL JOIN 
:.;rrH A GROUP OF OTHER MINISTERS FROM ACROSS THE NATION IN ATTEMPTING 
TO INTERVIE!,j RAYJ r1THO IS N0'1T SERVING A 99-YEAR SENTENCE IN THE 
TENNESSEE STATE PRISON FOLLO£:!ING HIS GUILTY PLEA IN 1969. 

RAY HAS REPUDIATED HIS CONFESSION AND NO',i CLAIMS HE rJAS PRESSURED 
INTO IT BY DEFENSE LA'lYER PERCY FOREMAN. 

AFTER AN EIGHT-DAY HEARING LAST YEAR u.s. DISTRICT JUDGE ROBERT 
M. MCRAE JR. RULED RAY IS NOT ENTITLED fo A NE\11 TRIAL. Hor,.JEVER, THE 
JUDGE'S RULING IS BEING APPEALED. 

THEJ:•g5~g~ ~~ 0r~~s s~bi~E~~NgH~rsrf:Hl~Ag~R:~¥t Lci~F }l~~ET~fs
0
~Jort_ -1 

SAID HE DID NOT UNDERSTAND Hor,J RAY .. TAS ABLE TO LEAVE THE SCENE OF TH~ • 
SLAYING AND MAKE HIS 1•JAY TO LONDON, WHERE HE .IAS ARRESTED T·•JO NONTHS 
LATER• . 

"I BELIEVE THE CIA ·:As INVOLVED," JACKSON SAID, "AND lliTIL IT'S 
PROVEN OTHER 1JISE I 11JON'T CHANGE MY OPINION. 

II "I THINK THE FBI WAS INVOLVED WITHOUf A DOUBT," HE SAID, "MAYBE 
MORE SO THAN THE CIA." 

· JACKSON SAID IN SUPPORT OF HIS CLAIM THAT THE LATE J. EDGAR 

I HOOVERLDIRECTOR OF THE F BIJ. ISSUED A MEMO SAYING AGENTS SHOULD 
"DISRUJ:'I, DISCREDIT OR OTHEKWISE NEUI'RALI ZE THE CIVIL RIGHTS 
MOVEMENT•" 

"WITH THE 'fATERGATE REVELATIONS AND THE EXPOSURE OF THE ROLE OF 
THE GOVERNMENT IN SPYING IN THE NAME OF NATIONAL SECURITY, 11JE HAVE 
CONSIDERABLE EVIDENCE 'JE HAVE A VALID CASE " HE SAID. 

JACKSON TOOK PART ,JITH ABOUT 2 1 000 PERS~NS IN A MARCH THROUGH THE 
STREETS OF MEMPHIS TO COMMEMORATE THE DEATH OF KING. 

THE MARCHERS CLAPPING HANDS AND SINGING " 1iE SHALL OVERCOME " 
~JOUND THEIR '•JAY

1
TO THE LORRAINE MOTEL i:JHERE KING '1JAS HIT IN THi NECK 

L.JITH A RIFLE SLUG• 
IN ATLANTA.1 HIS WIDOr1i1 CORETTA SCOTT KINGi__AND FATHERf DR. MARTIN 

LUTHER KING SJ-{.,_ ',TERE J01NED BY ABOlIT 25 FRil!.NDS AND FAN LY MEMBERS 
AS THEY PLA~ED PINK AZALEAS AT THE GRAVE SITE. ~ 

UFI 04-05 011 04 AED I ~ . 
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(KING) 

Telephone Rm. _ 

Director Sec'y _ 

MEM~[r~H;ii IEWtMo~¥tl>MARcHL~\k~A~EJt l~ivi~~~fvJ~~K,~~'~DER OF 
DR. MARTIN Lt.rl'HER KING JR. 1 SAID TODAY HE BELIEVES THE CIA AND THE 
FBI WERE INVOLVED IN THE AsSASSINATION. 

"JAMES EARL RAY CTHE CONVICTED ASSASSIN) SAID THAT HE DIDN'T ACT 
ALONE AND I BEUD!E HIM1" SAID JACKSONt PRESIDENT or OPERATION PUSH• 
RAY IS CURRENT LY SERVING A 99 YEAR SEN EteE. 

MAni
8¥m:1i1 B~~ f~gfl~~ 1~~~ ~#R'fHiNsl~~ ~ifgH:~:~~it~ ~~~H~~I~~YKING 

~MJr~I5rF~k~0J~f 11~1~t¥s~~~~~D~!5&'.~IH~Jl11°~~~c~t~~:n IN THE ~ 
JACKSON SA! D HE WI LL ASK ATTORNEY GENERAL EDf.iJARD LEVI TO REOPEN AN 

~nf~t~:Ttf~L
0~EI~ET~p¥~}E:~Iit11Y;L~~Ngo~~s~it1 I~E1~g ¥1H~E 

CRIME BUT HAS SINCE SAID HE WAS PRESSURED BY HIS ATTORNEYS INTO THE l 
ADMISSION or GUILT. 

A FEDERAL JUDGE LATE LAST YEAR HELD AN EIGHT-DAY HEARING INTO , 

RAY{~ ;~i~f ~~DHt~~gJ~~I~ou~ikR~~N MENTIONED MEMos •ifUTTm EY 
J. EDGAR HOOVER, THE LATE DIR~foR OF THE FBI 1 l•iHICH HE SAID OUTLINED 
THE ROLE OF THE FEDERAL AGENCY i.JAS TO PLAY "Tu DISRUPT, DISCREDIT OR 
OTHER'•JISE NEUTRAU ZE THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT•" 

JACKSON SAID SEVERAL INCIDENTS IN MEMPHIS AT THE TIME OF THE 
MURDER ALSO RAISED QUESTIONS IN HIS MIND. HE SAID HE DID NOT 
UND:ERSTAND HorJ RAY rJAS ABLE TO LEAVE THE VICINITY OF THE LORRAINE 
MOTEL WHEN SO MANY POU CE OFFICERS '.•JERE IN THE AREA. 

"I BELIEVE THE CIA rJAS INVOLVED AND UNTIL PROV.EN OTHERWISE I :,ioN 'T 
CHANGE MY OPINION," JACKSON SAID. "THE FBI WAS INVOLVED WITHOUT A 
DOUBT MAYBE MORE INVOLVED THAN THE CIA. 

IN
1 

ATLANTA1 KING'S 'JIDOr.J AND ABOUT 25 OTHER FRIENDS AND FAMILY 
MEMBERS GATHEKED TO PLACE PINK AZALEAS ON KING'S GRAVE. 

lTPT Oh. -Oh N=i th.-~ P Fn 

~/-~fG/-ll; 
h,v I RCJCOROE.D j 
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I CHICAGO (UPif) -- CHURCH MINISTERS or OPlllATION PUSH ASKED MONDAY 
FOR A MEI.TING W TH ATTORNEY GENDtAL EDWARD LEVI TO RilJ.UEST A NE1•T 

INVESTIGATION INTO THE DEATH or DR. MAITIN LUTHD KING. 
OPERATION PUSH OR PEOPLE UNITED TO SAVE HUMANITY IS A 

CHICAGO-BASED oRGlNI 7.ATION DIRl.'CTED BY THE Ri.V. JEsst L. JACKSON, WHO 
WAS WITH KING WHEN HE WAS SHOT IN MEMPHIS IN 1t'8. 

A TELtGRAM SENT TO LD/I AND SIGNED BY JACKSON SAIDI 
"THE MINISTERS OF OPERATIONS PUSH ARE REQUESTING A MElTING WITH 1· 

YOU TO DISCUSS THE CIRCUMSTANCES OF DR• MARTIN LUTHER KING'S DEATH• 
•wt BEUEVI THAT THERE ARE MANY UNANSWERED QUESTIONS AND IN THE 

FACE or THE STRANGE AND BIZAIRt BEHAVIOR ON THE PART OF THE LOCAL ' 
POLICE -- CIRCUMSTANCES SURROUNDING THE 'ESCAPE' OF JAMES EARL RAY TO 
EUROPE AND RAY'S PERSISTANT ASSERTION THAT HE DID NOT ACT ALONE AND 

ro:JICcir1:ifA~fmfl1i
11f~r&'TI~iT~ror ~R~1liG '1 tlffH -is WE ARE 

WARRANTED. 
•LET IT BE UNMISTAKABLY CLF.AR THAT WE ARE NOT SATISFIED r,iITH 

PlllPOITED EXPLANATION OF THE ASSASSINATION OF OUR LEADDl AND BELllVE 
THAT THE NATION IS Dn'ITLD TO A THOROUGH AND RESPONSIBLE ACCOUNT OF 
THAT TRAGIC lVENT •• 

UPI 04-07 CB: 31 PED 

//_.;ffbl-1J / 

,I' ,:.., 

'\ I 

58"AUG ~ 41975 
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---
l A Nol RBCOROBD 

l\l ta:z AUG 6 1975 

- ~--;;-/ 

. .. 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



0-20 (Rev. 8-5-74) 
~ 

-"IS 

. ' 

l 

WASHINGTON CAPITAL NEWS SERVICE 

Assoc. Dir. __ 

Dep. AD Adm. _ 

Dep. AD Inv. _ 

Asst. Dir.: 
Admin, __ 

Comp. Syst. -

Ext. Affairs -

Files & Co~­
Gen. Inv.~. 
ldent. __ _ 

Inspection _ 
lntell. __ _ 

Laboratory _ 

Legal Coun. _ 
.. , • -val._ 

I 

Rm._ 
. c'y_ 

-----~ NOT RliCOlt.DED.:., 
28 .JUL 21 1915 ~, 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



... 
'· 

; 
) 

~-::-i 
,J 

,--4 
.. .,., ·~ 

; LI... 

' "..:i .::.~ 
,:n 
w..l 

R EC I D- C ! V R : @#kSO -C / V ,q_ I C HT s 
t: 1;} F-RT 

fEe 26 1 l o)ffltiMS II 06 AH 1975 

) 

j 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



0-20 (Rev. 1-30-74) 

I 

.. ,._ 

' . 

. ·-·· ... (,). 

(·oMU~\a\,~ 

J 
. l 

Assoc. Orr. __ 
D~. AD Adm . ...:_ 
Dep. AD Inv. _ 

Asst. Dir.: 
Adm1,1. __ _ 

Comp. Syst. 

Ext. Affairs 
File • 

Gen. 
ldent ..._,; 

Inspection __ 
lntell. __ _ 

Laboratory __ 

Plan. & Eval. _ 
Spec. Inv. __ 

Training __ _ 

_!.2; ~a-~ L.,gal Coun. __ 

- ne Rm._ ~r-~ 
.... 

. , 
I 

·. ~r ~I_ .. sJ'st t l-~ Ir 
. ' 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



' 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



If 
MEMPHIS (AP) - As 

Jam-s Earl Ray looked on 
'without emotion, his attor-
ney opened the battle today 
to win Ray's freedom with a 
declaration that he was 
badgered into pleading 
guilty to slaying Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. 
Bernard Fensterwald, of 

Washington, told a federal 
court hearing that Ray and 
one of his former attorneys, 
Percy Foreman of Houston, 
Tex., locked in a "fierce 
struggle" over whether Ray 
shoid plead guilty to the 
asrssiflatiOfl. 

• FINALLY, Fensterwald 
said, Ray's resistence to the 
plea yielded and two days 
later, on March 10, 1969, he 
admitted to firing the rifle 
that killed King on April 4, 
1968. 
Fensterwald'S statement 

R#-Bgin fight fr Trial1 
opened an evidentiary hear-
ing before U.S. District 
Judge Robert M. McRae Jr. 
on whether Ray is entitled 
to withdraw the plea and 
stand trial for King's mur-
der. 
Ray, 46, gained the right 

to the hearing this summer, 
when the Supreme Court de-
clined to interfere with a 
U.S. 6th Circuit Court of Ap-
peals ruling that his claims 
of a coerced guilty plea re-
quired judicial review. 

FENSTERWALT assert-
ed that Ray had been a 
victim of illegal acts by 
public officials in that he 
had been denied the right of 
counsel; his mail had been 
opened by authorities and 
evidence that bore on his 
innocence had been with-
held from him. 
Fensterwald said Ray's 

first attorney, Arthur 
Hanes Sr., of Birmingham, 
Ala., and Foreman had fail-
ed to take adequate steps to 
prepare a defense for Ray. 
He said Ray's former 

attorneys were guilty'of a 
conflict of interest because 
of their rights to royalties 
from the works of author 
William Bradford Huie, who 
wrote about the case.  

Assoc. Dir.   

Dep. AD Adm. - 

Dep. AD Inv. - 
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Training   
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The Washington Post  
Washington Star-News 
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The New York Times  

The Wall Street Journal   
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The Los Angeles Times  
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elusive detal.s oi the murder. 
Ray also ` ys his nine 

months' iparcc'rat ion here af-
ter his arrest in a special w1n-
'dowless cell rqu'oped with 2-
hour-a-clay floodlights. clos 

Iyay GL7I a r n g t 4ThwN èi*v TFki t 
By Paul IT, Valentine 
Wahington'POst Staff Writer 

MEMPHIS. Oct. 22—Under 
[heavy guard, James Earl Ray, 
confessed assassin of Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King Jr., appeared 
n federal court today as his 

'attorneys sought to prove he 
vas illegally coerced into 
pleading guilty to the civil 
rights leader's murder more 
than six years ago. 

Drawn, thin and impassive, 
flay, 46, contends his former 
lawyer, noted criminal attor-
ney Percy Foreman of Hous-
ton, browbeat him into plead-
ing guilty. The attorney, he 
claims, sought to ,avoid full 
disclosure of the case at a 
trial so that Foreman could 
share the profits from books alioweu w withdraw his guilty torney Robert I. Livingston of -

and articles by author William plea and receive a full-dress Memphis. 
Bradford Huie, who had con- trial in the King murder. "It afforded them a chance 
ti-acted w1th Foreman tot' ex- The he- ring, which started to study them and see if'there 

toiay before U. S. District was anything in there," Smith 
Court -Judge RobertM. Mcltae answered. 
it-, and may last two weeks. Smith said the mail of Ihi'r 
opened wth testimony y prsoners in the county jil is 
;helby County - (Memo(iis) not copied and sent to the 

ff sheris cicpartm it t l_npector prosecutor's office. 

circuit television surveillance 
and sound monitor rendered I 
him ineapabe of making an 
intelligent decision on wheth-
er to plead guilty. He is now 
serving a 99-year sentence in 
the state penitentiary at Nash-! 
yule. 

The current hearing into his! 
claims comes after almost four 
years of maneuvering from ! 
court to court by Ray's pres-
ent attorneys. The hearing li 
was ordered last January by 
the Sixth U.S. Circuit Court of 
Appeals in an opinion which' 
aicI the case '-reeks with ethi-

cal, moral and professional ir-, 
regularities, demanding a full-
scale judicial inquiry." 

Billy J. Smith, who a ..owl-
edged supervising the elaho-
rate prison surveillance for 1 
Ray in late 1968 and early! 
1969. 

But he contended it was 
needed "strictly for security" 
to protect Ray from outsiders, 
during an emotional time and 
to prevent Ray, a known es-
cape artist, from attempting to 
break out. 

Smith also acknowledged 
that all of Ray's incoming and! 
outgoing mail, except cot-re-
spondence with his attorneys, 
was opened, copied and sent 
to the local prosecutor's office., 

"How does delivery of those 
letters to the prosecutor relate 

Defending the handling of 
the Ray case is tle Tennessee 
assistant attorney general, 
Henry Haile, who ('7ntends 
the original trial judge; who 
accepted Ray's guilty plea, W. 
Preston Battle, went to extra 
lengths in his questioning of 
Hay to assure the plea was 
freely and voluntarily made. 
A transcript of the March 

10, 1969, plea hearing shows 
that Battle repeatedly asked, 
Ray if he was pleading on his 
own accord. Ray said yes. He 
said he objected only to the 
theory held by then U. S. At-
torney General Ramsey Clark 
and other officials that' there 
was no conspiracy to kill King 
and that. Ray acted alone. Ray 

If Ray prevails, he could be to security?" asked Ray's at did not elaborate, 

waa.•'Cd•- 

((P CUPP 

- ';ji 

-:' rT',i..i:.- 

cPfrC/— ,t-

OtDED! 
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a Memphis jail for a hearing on his guilty plea. t•rto, by av•L enforcement officials, leaves 
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