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UF-046
(KING)
(FY ED ROGERS)
WASHINGTON (UFI ) -- ATTORNEY GENERAL EDWARD LEVI HA3 ORDERED THE

JUSTITE DEPARTVENT TO REVIEW AN TEI INVESTIGATION INTO THE
ASSASSINATION OF HARTIN LUTHER KING JR, AND ADVISE HIM WHETHER TO -
ORCER IT REOPENET, IT WAS ANNOUNZCED TOTAY,

A JUSTISE DEPARTMENT SPOKESUAN SAID LEVI TOOK THE AITION "IN VIEWY
F" DISCLOSURES EEFORE THE SENATE INTELLIGENCE ZJOMMITTEE THAT THE FI
ONDUSTED A PROGRA! OF HARASSING THE LATE ZIVIL RIGHTS LEADER FOR ;
EVEN YEARS PRIOR TO HIS DEATH IN 19563,

/ KING WAS HEAD OF THE SOUTHERN ZHRISTIAN LEADERSHIF ZONFERENCE AND
WINNFER OF A NOEEL PEATE PRIZE FOR HIS TRUSADE ON EEHALY OF RBLACKS,. HE
"AS SHCT TO DEATH AT A MOTEL DURING A VISIT TO MEMPHIS, TENN,

"I HAVE ASKED ASSISTANT ATTORNEYS GENERAL J, STANLEY POTTINGER AND
RIZTHARD THORNEURGH TO REVIEW THE FILE AND RETOMMEMD TO ME HETEER THE
INVESTIGATION SHOULD BE REOFFENED,"™ LEVI SAID IN A STATEMENT RELEASED
FY THE JUSTITE DEPARTMENT,

FOTTINGER IS HEAD OF THE DEFARTMENT'S “IVIL RDIGHTS DIVISION AND
THORNEURGH HEAD OF THE ZRIMINAL DIVISIONM,

MPT 14<-2& 11¢10 AFS
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UF-050C
ADD 1 KING, WASHINGTON (UF-046)

THE FRI HAS BEEN CIVEN SREDIT FOR TRATKING DOWN KING'S SONVIZTED
SLAYFR, JAMES EARL RAY, WHO 1§ SERVING A LIFE PRISON SENTENTE IN
TENNESEE FOR THE KILLinG.

~ JUSTITE DEPARTMENT SPOKESUAN JOHN WILSON SAID LEVI SENT MENOS TO
FOTTINGER AND THORNBURGH LAST MONDAY EMPHASI ZING HIS ATZTION WAS NOT
IN ITSELT A REOFENINMG OF THE INVESTIGATION AND SAID LEVI HAS NO
INDITATION THE ORIGINAL INVESTICATION WAS LESS THAM THOROUGH,

LRvI, IN FAST, SAID HE HAD EEEN ADVISED EY A JUSTITE DEPARTMENT
ATTORNEY THAT THE * I MADE AN PINGREDIELY GOOD"™ INVESTIGATION INTO
KING'S DEATH AND THERE WAS NO INDITATION THAT THE FEI MAY HAVE PULLED
ITe PINTHES,

TEE SENATE SELEST ZONUITTEE ON INTELLIGENTE REVEALED THIS MONTH
THAT THE LATE ¥ EI PIRETTCR J. EDGAR HQOOVER TONSITERED KING A
"DANGEROUS" ELATK LEADER AND INSTRUZTED AGENTI TO DO ALL THEY TOULD
TO RLUNT HIS EFFETTIVENESS.

AGENTS SENT KING ONE ANONYNOUS LETTER SUGGESTING THAT HE TOMMIT
SULTIDE RATFER THAN FATE DISGRAZE ON SOME UNDISZLOSED ALLEGATIONS,
THE SOUMITTEE SALM,

ASSISTANT DPEPUTY FEI PIRETTOR JATES ADAMS TOLD THE CONMITEE
EMRIIFR THIS MNONTH HE ZOULD FINP "NO STATUTORY EASIS OR
JUSTIFICATION™ FOR SOME 25 HARASSVUENT ATTIONS AGAINST KING,

ADANMS SAID THE ATTIONS YERE TAKEN EETAUSE THE FEI FEARED #HAT HE
SALLED "TOITUNIST TONMNECTIONS™ WITH KING =-- JONMECTIONS WHIZH HE SAID
NEVIR WERE SUESTANTIATED,

UPT 11-268 1120 AES
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- PROSECUTION TO FIND OuT. I'M NO

AO19 ’Le/ 0 ,
DA S YY=BRRL/ I V.
RAY 9-30( | ‘ '
NEW YORK (UPI) -- JAMES EARL FAY SAYS HE DID NOT SHOOT DR WARTIN
LUTHER KING JR., AND WAS A NMILE FROM THE SCENE AT THE TIME
THE CIVIL RIGHTS LEADER WAS SHOT TO DEATH IN MEMPHISs TENN. o APRIL
4, 1558, RAY PLEADED GUILTY AT THE TIME AND WAS SENTENCED TO 95 YZARSH

IN JAIL FOR KING'S ASSASSINATION. \\/
IN AN INTERVIEW PUBLISHED IN THE NATIOMAL STAR, WRITER STEVE
DUNLEAVY REPORTED RAY TOLD HIM MATTER-OF-FACTLY: %I PERSONALLY DID /

NOT SHOT DR. KINGe I MIGHT HAVE BEEN PARTLY RESPNSIBLE FOR HIS DEATH.
"BUT THEN THE MAN WHO MADE THE RIFLE MIGHT HAVE BEEN RESPONSIBLE
IN PART, TOO.
C}s.‘.N

*I UAS MILE FROM THE S
RAY HAS SERVED MORE THAN SIX YEARS IN SOLITARY CONFINEMENT IN
PRISON IN TENNESSEE, BUT WAS RECENTLY ALLOWED TO JOIN THE GENERAL
PRISON POPULATION. IN 1574 . HE CLAIMED HE WAS PRESSURED INTO PLEADING
GUILTY TO A CRIME HE DID NOT COMIT, AND IS NOW APPFALING THE
L

CONVICTION, , »
*NO, I'M NOT LOOKING FOR A LESSER CHARGE,® THE STAR QUOTED RAY AS

"l"’

NOT GUILTYe I DON'T WANT ANY

T GUILTY.

SOMEONE ELSE DID. BUT THAT'S FOR THE

F T A STATE WITNESS AND DON'T INTEND TO

BE. "THERE'S A 10T MORE INVESTIGATING TO DO INTO THE CASE, BUT I'M \/'
NOT GOING TO HELP THE AUTHORITIES.

*THEY ARE THE PEOPLE WHO WANT TO SEE THE END OF ME. IN DECEMBER,
1973, THEY TRIED TO PUT ME IN A LUNATIC ASYLUM. THEY WANT TO KEEP ME
QUIET. I EMBARRASS THEM.

"LOOK, I KNOW THE TELEPHONE NWBERS OF TWO MEN IN LOUISIANA. THE -
AUTHORITIES COULD HAVE GOT THE IR NAMES. FOR SOME REASON THEY DON'T ~ ‘|
SEEM TO WANT TO PURSUE THE CASE. , .

"GET THE TWO GUYS IN LOUISIANA AND YOU WILL KNOW A LOT MORE.

*IF I GET MY APPEAL I'LL TELL YOU ALL ABO IT THEN. YEAH, IT WI
SHOCK A LOT OF PEOPLE. WAS I A FALL GUY? I'M NOT GOING TO ANSWER
-- BUT I'M NOT GOING TO WASTE MY CASE ON YOU."

UPI 05-30 01:34 AED

U
CONS PIRACY CHARG ESe I WANT A NO
*IF I DIDN'T KILL HIM, THEN

Jy- 2.k

——n——a—

NO'I -~ aDED
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KING 4-4
) MEMPHIS, TENN, (UPl) -- CIVIL RIGHTS LEADER REV, JESSE JACKSON
TOLD MARCHERS OBSERVING THE SEVENTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE SLAYING OF DR,
MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. FRIDAY HE BELIEVES THE CIA AND THE FBI “IRE '

INVOLVED IN THE ASSASSINATION. ‘
4{ JAVES EARL RAY SAID HE VAS NOT ALONE AND 1 BELLEVE HIM," JACKSON
SAID,
JACKSON SAID HE JILL MAKE A PERSONAL APPEAL TO ATTORNEY GENERAL
EDJARD LEVI TO REOPEN THE INVESTIGATION OF THE MURDER AND WILL JOIN
ITH A GROUP OF OTHER MINISTERS FROM ACROSS THE NATION IN ATTEMPTING
TQ INTERVIEY RAY, WHO IS NOV SERVING A 99-YEAR SENTENCE IN THE
TENNESSEE STATE PRISON FOLLOWING HIS GUILTY PLEA IN 1965,
RAY HAS REPUDIATED HIS CONFESSION AND NO’7 CLAIMS HE WAS PRESSURED
INTO IT BY DEFENSE LAVYER PERCY FOREMAN, .
AFTER AN EIGHT-DAY HEARING LAST YEAR, UeSe DISTRICT JUDGE ROBERT  f
\ 4, MRAE JR. RULED RAY IS NOT ENTITLED T0 A NEW TRIAL, HOWEVER, THE

JUDGE'S RULING IS BEING AFFEALED.
JACKSON, WHO WAS JITH KING IN MEMPHIS ON APRIL 4, 1968, THE DAY .
THE FQUNDER OF THE SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIF CONFERENEE 7AS SHOT, |
SAID HE DID NOT UNDERSTAND HOW RAY JAS ABLE TO LEAVE THE SCENE OF TH
SLAYING AND WAKE HLS 'AY TO LONDON, WHERE HE 7AS ARRESTED TV0 WONTHS
L ]

" “I 'BELIEVE THE CIA JAS INVOLVED," JACKSON SAID, “AND INTIL IT'S
PROVEN OTHERTISE I WON'T CHANGE MY OPINION.

ll "I THINK THE FBI WAS INVOLVED WITHOUT A DOUBT," HE SAID, "MAYBE

MORE SO THAN THE CIA,"

JACKSON SAID IN SUPPORT OF HIS CLAIM THAT THE LATE J. EDGAR
HOOVER, DIRECTOR OF THE FBI, ISSUED A MEMO SAYING AGENTS SHOULD
"DISRUFT, DISCREDIT OR OTHERWISE NEUTRALIZE THE CIVIL RIGHTS Y
OV EMENT o

SYITH THE JATERGATE REVELATIONS AND THE EXPOSURE OF THE ROLE OF
THE GOVERNMENT IN SPYING IN THE NAME OF NATIONAL SECURITY, WE HAVE
CONSIDERABLE EVIDENCE JE HAVE A VALID CASE," HE SAID, .

JACKSON TOOK PART /ITH ABOUT 2,000 PERSONS IN A MARCH THROUGH THE
STREETS OF MEMPHIS TO COMMEMORATE THE DEATH OF KING.,

THE MARCHERS, CLAFPING HANDS AND SINGING "/E SHALL OVERZOME,"

JOUND THEIR JAY'TO THE LORRAINE MOTEL WHERE KING #AS HIT IN THE NECK
WITH A RIFLE SLUG.

IN ATLANTA, HIS WIDO'Y, CORETTA SCOTT KING, AND FATHER, DR, MARTIN
LUTHER KING S®., JERE JOINED BY ABOUT 25 FRIENDS AND FAMILY MEMEERS
AS THEY PLACED PINK AZALEAS AT THE GRAVE SITE. t> EE

—————e..

UFI 04-05 01804 AED
. Q A” 614 ‘{975 ﬁ/y WASHING LUN UAFLLAL INEWD ORI VIUE
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MEMPHIS TENN. (UPI) -- BLACK LEADER REV. JESSE JACKSON, IN
MEMPHIS FOR A MEMORIAL MARCH ON THE 7TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE MURDER OF
DR. MARTIN s JR., SAID TODAY HE BELIEVES THE CIA AND THE
FBI WERE INVOLVED IN THE ASSASSINATION.

"JAMES EARL RAY (THE CONVICTED ASSASSIN) SALD THAT HE DIDN'T ACT
ALONE AND I BELIEVE HIM, " SAID JACKSON PRESIDENT OF OPERATION PUSH.
RAY IS CURRENTLY SERVING A 99 YEAR SENTENC

ABOUT 2,000 PERSONS TOOK PART IN THE KING MEMORIAL MARCH, THEY

MADE THEIR’ 7AY THROUGH MANY OF THE SAME NEIGHBORHOODS FROM WHICH KING
DREY HIS FOLLOVERS IN HIS MARCHING DAYS, THEIR VOICES RAISED IN THE
ANTHEM OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT -- *VE SHALL OVERCOME",

JACKSON SAID HE WILL ASK ATTORNEY GENERAL EDWARD LEVI TO REOPEN AN
INVESTIGATION OF THE APRIL 4, 1963, SLAYING AND THAT HE AND OTHER
MINISTERS WILL SEEK TO INTERGIEv RAY, WHO CONFESSED IN 1965 TO THE
CRIME BUT HAS SINCE SAID HE WAS PRESSURED BY HIS ATTORNEYS INTO THE
ADMISSION OF GUILT,

A FEDERAL JUDGE'LATE LAST YEAR HELD AN EIGHT-DAY HEARING INTO
RAY'S CLAIMS, AND FOUND THEM GROUNDLESS. »

IN SUPPORT OF HIS CONTENTION, JACKSON MENTIONED MEMOS ‘RITTEN EY
J, EDGAR HOOVER, THE LATE DIRECTOR OF THE FBI, WHICH HE SAID OUTLINED
THE ROLE OF THE FEDERAL AGENCY 7AS TO PLAY *Td DISRUPT, DISCREDIT OR
OTHERVISE NEUTRALI ZE THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT .

JACKSON SAID SEVERAL INCIDENTS IN MEMPHIS AT THE TIME OF THE
MURDER ALSO RAISED QUESTIONS IN HIS MIND, HE SAID HE DID NOT
UNDERSTAND HOW RAY WAS ABLE TO LEAVE THE VICINITY OF THE LORRAINE
MOTEL WHEN SO MANY POLICE OFF ICERS 7ERE IN THE AREA. B

"I BELIEVE THE CIA WAS INVOLVED AND UNTIL PROVEN OTHERWISE I WON'T
CHANGE MY OPINION," JACKSON SAID, "THE FBI WAS INVOLVED WITHOUT A
DOUBT, MAYBE MORE INVOLVED THAN THE CIA,

IN’ ATLANTA, KING'S ¥IDOW AND ABOUT 25 OTHER FRIENDS AND FAMILY
MEMBERS GATHERED TG PLACE FINK AZALEAS ON'KING'S GRAVE,

ITPT Oa=-04 OReuX PEN / Oré #/J )
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PUSH 4-7

CHICAGO (UPI) -- CHURCH MINISTERS OF OPERATION PUSH ASKED MONDAY
A MEETING WITH ATTORNEY GENERAL EDVARD LEVI TO REQUEST A NEY -
ESTIGATION INTO THE DEATH oF DR, MARTIN LUTHER KING,

OPERATION PUSH, OR PEOPLE UNITED TO SAVE HUMANITY

CAGO-BASED ORGANI ZATION DIRECTED BY THE REV, JESSE 15 JACKSON, WHO
AT

TH KING WHEN HE WAS SHOT IN MEMPHIS IN 1968,
"THE MINISTERS OF OPERATIONS PUSH ARE REQUESTING A MEETING WITH }

A283
D

FOR
Iwv
CHI
WAS

ELEGRAM SENT TO LEVI AND SIGNED BY JACKSON SAIDS
YOoUu TO DISCUSS THE CIRCUMSTANCES OF DR, MARTIN LUTHER KING'S DEATH

*WE BELIEVE THAT THERE ARE MANY UNANSWVERED QUESTIONS AND IN THE
FACE OF THE STRANGE AND BIZARRE BEHAVIOR ON THE PART OF THE LOCAL °
POLICE -- CIRCUMSTANCES SURROUNDING THE °*ESCAPE' OF JAMES EARL RAY TO
EUROPE AND RAY'S PERSISTANT ASSERTION THAT HE DID NOT ACT ALONE AND
THAT A CONSPIRACY INGINEERED THE EVENT OF APRIL 4, 1968 -- WE ARE
g(‘)gyligggg THAT FURTHER INVESTIGATION OF DR, KING'S DEATH Is

"LET IT BE UNMISTAKABLY CLEAR THAT WE ARE NOT SATISFIED WITH

PURPORTED EXPLANATION OF THE ASSASSINATION OF OUR LEADIR AND BELIEVE
THAT THE NATION IS ENTITLED TO A THOROUGH AND RESPONSI BLE ACCOUNT OF
THAT TRAGIC EVENT,"

UPI 04-0C7 08:31 PED '

S 5548/ -
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