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UP-039 
( RAY) 

t1L·l?};IS TEt,:r;. (UPI) -- A STATE ATTORNEY SAID FRIDAY HE WI 
APFEAL A C~URT RULit<G GIVING DEFENSE: ATTORllSYS FOR JAMES , 
COtWICTED ASSASSIN or MARTIN LUTHER KING J:1.' PERMI~~,:..:.;..;.;;.;;..~~~~-f 
EVIDENCE FROl'1 Tl'.E 196[, SLAYING. 

U.S. DISTRICT COURT JUDGE ROBERT ;-1CRAE APPROIJED THE DEFENSE'S 
REQU:=ST FOR EVIDENCE -- HIIICH INCLUDED A FLOPHOUSE WINDOWSILL -­
EARLIER THIS '.·.1E£r, DESFITE Tr\E PIWSSCUTION'S CLAII<S SJCH RELEASE OF 
EVIDEtJCE HOULD ENCOURAGE RAY TO- FERJURE HI:t;SELF. 

ASSISTANT STATE ATTORllEY GEtJERAL l'.EtlRY EAILE SAID HE WOULD APPEAL 
THE DEC IS I ON TO THE U.S. 6Tl'. CIRCUIT COURT OF M'PEALS. 

TH~ AFTELLATE COURT EARLIET~ GRM:TED TLE HEARINGS FOR RAY, WHO NOW 
rs S:sRVIt:G 99 YEARS AT TEE STATE PRISOtl AT NASHVILLZ. RAY CLAIMS HE 
WAS LURED INTO TPE GUILTY PLEA MARCH 10 1969. 

(iCRAE SET n:z }:£ARING, l,J}'.lCH COULD_LtA~ TO A HETJ TRIAL FOR THE 
1967 i'llSSOURI STATE ?IUSuN ESCAPEE FOR OCT. 22. RAY rs SLATED TO-
TESTIFY Tl'.R[E OR FOUR DAYS AT THZ f:10-t-JEEJ. HEARHlG ALOllG WITE A 
STRING OF D:C!ffES LTITll[SSES. r...-

HAILE SAID H; t-:AS}IIJILLE FrnDAY TEAT :•1CRAE'S APPR(OV'l\L CF RELEASE 
THE EVIDE:NC£ FRO:l TEI MURDER OF THE CIVIL RIGETS LEAD[R UAS ~/ 
"RIDICULOUS. " 

RAY HAS AgCUSED EIS FORMER DEFENSE ATTORNEYS, ?ERCY FOREMAN OF 
TTOUST0! 1 r-x tl'l' A'.jT''Un TlA''T:''~ ~-R OF ,-, I"'l.il' 1''l'A 1 ' or L\~TTit· 1G THEIR n ~' L \.e l, 1·-1uiJ H ll l\. i"1t-n,.c....:> ~ ~- ' C J·,l"l i'•Ju -, • l' i: .1.:. ~ ( • 

FINANC lAL I NT t.RES TS IN Tt·o L OOl(S on THE \'.ING SLAYH~G HlTERFERE w I TH 
TI1EI R ?RO?E2 RE?RESE~.JTATIOi•J OF H I:·1 EEFOHE HIS GUILTY PLEA. 
" ~RODERT_LI

1
YIN~~~O};l OF ;i~i1PHI~, RAY~S ~:1E~fNI,...L~~,Jy~;:i'.,,_ SA,ID FRIDAY HE 

wA~ PLAGU.t.D uY 1'hEAr.Y TELr..PtNlr... CALL.:i Al1D Llt.L1..:..V.:::..D hl.:) HOdE AND 
OFFICE TELEPHONES ~,JERE BE:ING TAPPED DY EITHER Tl'.1~ STATE OF TENNESSEE. 
OR THE FEDERAL Govz;:a•~;iENT. 

UPI Ot-24 11:13 AED 

UP-0 4C 
(YIDNAP) 

NEEDHAM MASS. (UPI) -- AN ATTEMPT TO GET MONEY FROM A VAULT BY 
1•~ Dl]\J(:: TH:f. r:TT"- , 'D 'f)t•·r::J.!"'c'\1 ')f , Bl'. i( ~t,t,Hr;~1t-t'()'"''T'tir•r r• T1 ,....,-., f.'D"'r,r,,y 

/,/ .a- -;: J?',CY / 1· . Ll 
/...---/ c:.> -~ C (tP -_/7 ----Nor RECORDET' 

165 S€P 13 1974 
WASHINGTON CAPITAL NEWS SERVICE ---
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BALLISTICS TESTS AFTER THE SLAYING SHOWED RAY'S FINGERPRINTS ON 

THE RIFLE BELIEVED TO HAVE SHOT THE FATAL BULLET~ BUT LIVINGSTON SAYS 
RAY•S FINGERPRINTS WERE ON THE GUN USED BY ANOTHt;R PERSON TO SLAY 
KING BF.CAUSE RAY WAS •SET UP• AND BELIEVED HE WAS INVOLVED IN A 

LIVINGSTON AND RAY CLAIMED TWO WEEKS AGO THAT AN INTERMEDIARY FOR 
MONEY-MAKING GUN-RUNNING VF:NTURE. \ 

I THE ALLEGED HIRED GUNMEN IN THE KING t>EATH CONTACTED THEM, REVEALED 
DETAILS OF THE APRIL 4, 1968L ASSASSINATION AT THE LORRAINE MOTEL, 
AND REQUESTED IMMUNITY IN EXt;HANGE FOR ruruat TESTIMONY. 

BUT LIVINGSTON SAID THE ALLEGED CONSPIRACY WON'T ENTER INTO THE 
EVI DENCIARY HEARING. 

UPI 06-04 05105 AED 

.. , 
... -­

\:...,r,_....... w~: ............ 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



0-20 (Rev. 1-30-74) 

t 
( 

WASHINGTON CAPITAL NEWS SERVICE 

Assoc. Dir. __ 

Dep. AD ~dm. _ 

Dep. AD Inv. _ 

Asst. Dir.: 

Admin. ___ _ 

Comp. Syst. __ 

Ext. Affairs __ 

Files & Com. _ 

Gen. Inv. __ _ 

ldent. ___ _ 

Inspection __ 
lntell. ___ _ 

Laborotory __ 

Plan. & Eval. _ 

Spec. Inv. __ _ 

Training __ _ 

Legel Coun. __ 

Telephone Rm. _ 

Director Sec'y _ 

\ 
L 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



0-20 <Rev. 1-30-74) Assoc. DiW 
~/ 

( 

?::::-v!.J~.~-" - ,· 41r~ 
~1,. 

Dep. A!5;,dm.,.._ 

Dep. AD Irr,?~ 

Asst. Dir.: 

lnspection
0 

;¥ 
lntell.~ 

Laboratory ~ 
Plan. & Eval. _ 

Spec. Inv. __ 

Training __ 

Legal Coun. _ 

Telephone Rm. _ 

Director Sec'y _ 

030A 
RAY 6-4 

DAY LD (2 
NASHVILLE TENN. (UPI) -- JAMES EARL RAY SAID FROM HIS .. SOLITARY 

I CONFINEMENT tELL MONDAY THAT A STRING OF WITNESSES WILL TESTIFY WITH 
HIM AT A SPEC! AL HEARING GRANTED BY THE SUPREME COURT IN THE MARTIN 
LUTHER KING JR. SLAYING. 

•WE WANT TO GET EVERYBODY ON THE WITNESS STAND AND GET EVERYTHING 
CLEARED UP ONCE AND FOR ALL1 • SAID THE CONFESSED ASSASSIN, WHO CLAIMS 
P.E WAS COERCED BY PIS FORME.!{ DEFENSE ATTORNEY, PERCY FOREMAN, INTO 
PLEADING GUILTY TO THE 1968 SNIPER-SLAYING OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS LEADER 
IN MEMPHIS. 

THE SUPREME COURT'S UNEXPLAINED REJECTION MONDAY OF AN APPEAL TO 

I REVERSE A DECISION THAT RAY DESERVED THE HEARING BROKE THE TEMPORARY 
RCY\ DBLOCK TO WHAT COULD LEAD TO A NEW TRIAL FOR RAY. -] 

RAY 46 SERVING A ~9-YEAR TERM FOR HIS MARCH 10, 1969, CONFESSION 
WILL GlT T~E SPECIAL HEARING OF EVIDENCE IN MEMPHIS FEDERAL COURT BY 
LA TE S U MME R O R FALL. · 

U.S. DISTRICT ~JDGE ROBERT MC8RAE AT MEMPHIS MONDAY SCHEDULED A 
PRE-HEARING CONFERENCE FOR ATTORNEYS INVOLVED IN THE RAY EV! DENCIARY 
HEARING FOR JUNE 14. 

•I THINK THINGS LOOK PRETTY GOOD," RAY TOLD A NASHVILLE BANNER 

I 
REPORTER FOLLOWING THE HIGH COURT'S RULING. "I'M PROBABLY GOING TO 
TAKE IBE STAND. I'LL PROBABLY TESTIFY THREE OR FOUR DAYS, BUT I DON'T 
PARTICULARLY WANT TO." 

RAY WEARING A SWEATSHIRT ANU PRISON TROUSERS AND SURROUNDED BY 
CORRES~ONDENCE, BOOKS, A TYPEWRITER AND OTHER PARAPHERNALIA, EVADED 
MANY QUESTIONS SAYING HE DID NOT WANT TO HURT HIS CHANCES FOR A NEW 
TRIAL. 

"I'M OVERJOYED1 " SAID MEMPHIS ATTORNEY ROBERT I. LIVINGSTON, RAY'S 
TENNESSEE LEGAL CuUNSEL. •MR. RAY IS ON THE ROAD TO GETTING A TqIAL 
ON THE MERITS OF THE CASE. WE DON'T FEEL THE STATE CAN CONVICT A MAN 
ON THE CIRCUMSTANTIAL EVIDENCE THEY THINK THAT THEY 'VE GOT IN THIS 
CASE.• 

WASHINGTON CAPITAL NEWS SERVICE --- ----- -· -· 
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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The Washington Post 
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RAY, From Al 

"It's all idle time here," 
he says in the flat unemo-
tional drawl of his native 
southern Illinois. "It's more 
or less just i*iarking time 
...Ilie onmy bunk or 
walk ih my cell all day 
• . . I never sleep during 
the day . . . I get more or 
less irritated. I get head-
aches. It gets harder to con-
centrate on anything." 
He says he feels weak and 

anemic and cuts in his skin 
are slow to heal. 
The Sixth U.S. Circuit 

Court of Appeals recently 
ordered an evidentiary hear-
ing into Ray's claim that he 
was coerced in 1969 by for-
mer defense attorney Percy 
Foreman into pleading 
guilty to killing Dr. King in 
exchange for a 99-year sen-
tence on the pretext that he 
would receive the death 
penalty if convicted in a 
trial. Ray contends the true 
reason for the guilty plea 
was to avoid a full trial at 
which details of the King 
murder might have sur-
faced. 

Ray's attorneys privately 
maintain that Ray was not 
the trigger man in the 
shooting, that a larger circle 
of conspirators was involved 
and that state officials want 
to keep the whole subject 
buried. 
A favorable ruling for Ray 

in the evidentiary hearing 
ordered by the court of ap-
peals could result in a full 
trial. The hearing, sought by 
Ray for more than four 
years, is still months away, 
and his present attorneys 
are concerned about his 
health in preparation for it. 

"I don't believe any state 
official would attempt in 
any way to impede his ac-
cess to the courts," warden 
Rose said of Ray's claim of 
isolation and denial. 
He acknowledged Ray 

has been held since August, 
1972, in various forms of 
"administrative segrega-
tion," confinement in a spe-
cial maximum security 
building separate from the 
general . prison population, 
chiefly because he has a his-
tory of escape attempts. 

Ray's attorney contend 
the convicted killer's form 
of captivity i - unpreceden-
ted and want him returned 
to the general population. 
Rose counters that it is not 
unusual for inmates to be 
held in segregation for a 
year or more and that Ray 
gets the same consideration 
as other prisoners in a 
monthly classification re-

view process. 
Meanwhile, Ray continues to 

live alone in his dingy blue 
and white cell. There are 
about 170 other inmates in 
the building sim ilarly segre-
gated from the rest of the 
1900-man general population. 
They are there fort varying 
reasons, says Rose, some be-

cause they are vionce-prone, 
some for their own protection, 
and a few, like Ray, because 
they are "higi escape risks." 
All, includirf-g Ray, are treat-
ed alike, Ross asserted. 

But at last a portion of 
Ray's isolation is "self-im-
posed," says Rose. He has 
turned down a janitorial job 
outside his cell during the 
day, Rose said, and refuses 
to take advantage of a 45-
min ute exercise privilege 
regularly used by the pris-
on's designated "escape 
risks" in a small concrete 
yard adjacent to the admin-
istrative segregation build-
ing. 
Ray acknowledges this but 

says the job, confined to the 
segregation unit, is a "farce, 
just a way of keeping me in 
the building." 

He also refuses to exrcise in 
in the concrete yard, he says, 
"because there's nothing 
there and it's so small I can 
get just as much exercise 
walking in my own cell," A 
larger exercise yard also 
available to most segregation 
inmates is off-limits to Ray 
and the others reputed escape 
risks, according to Rose, be-
cause it is'less secure." 
Ray won't specify the "poli-

ticions' who le says instructed 
prison officials to isloate him. 
But he claims their purpose is 
to "keep ne down" so that 
"the stateof Tennessee does 
not get any -bad publicity"— 
such as a full dress airing o 
the King asassination and the 
circumstances surrounding it. 

Ray, in keeping with pre-
vious practice, would not 
discuss details of the King 
shooting in a 2-hour inter-
view with this reporter. The 
interview, attended by one 
of Ray's attorneys, James 
Lesar of Washington, was 
limited to a discussion of 
Ray's prison conditions. 
As litigation of his case 

continues in the courts, Ray 
idles away the long peniten-
tiary days in the seclusion 
of his cell. He has repeatedly 
asked to be returned to the 
general prison population, 
contending he poses no se-
curity threat. 

Ray's cell - is deeply re-
cessed in con'erete and heavy 
steel, part of a tier of cells 
perched three.1.orS above 
ground level . and encom-
passed by a caged catwalk 
for the guards. Inside his 
cell, a steel double bunk oc-
cupies almost half the space. 
Ray sleeps on the bottom 
bunk and uses the top one 
for shelf space. There is no 
chair or table. 
He us e s a typewriter 

given him by one of his 
brothers, Jerry, by placing it 
on the conciete floor and 
hunkering over it. He also 
has a fan, a television set 
(which he says he rarely 
watches), a radio, a dozen 
law books and a Bible sent 
to him unsolicited by a 
Memphis pr1acher. 

On a helf above the sink 

and conrnode lie a hair 

brush, plastic shampoo bot-

tle, toothpaste and tooth-

brush. There are no pictures 
or other decorations on the 
wall. A single 60-watt bulb 
lights the cell. 
The jir is stuffy. A low 

throbbig din of machines 
in the building drowns con-

inmates at-
tempting to talk from cell to 

cell. 
Ray's daily regimen be-

gins with breakfast at about 
6:30 a.m. The food is often 
cold scrambled eggs and 
bread served on a plastic 
plate and showed through a 
slot in the base of his blue 

latticed steel door. 

Then come 15 waking 
hours of ennui and inactiv-

ity interrupted only by 
lunch at 11 a.m. (meatloaf, 
stew or pork, beans, bread, a 
cup of milk ad pudding) 
and supper at about 5 P.M. 
(more of the same). The 
food, brought ii vats from 
the main prison mess hail, is 
bland and frequently cold, 
Ray says. There are few con-
diments or spices. 

Fresh fruit is uncomnn, 
Ray said, and he is not able 
to purchase even canned 
fruit at the prison commis-
sary because administrative 
segregation inmates are bar-
red from having any kind of 
tin cans (for fashioning 
homemade weapons' in their 

cells. 
Ray says he is aiowed to 

take a five-minute shower 
three or four times a week, 
and he shaves about twice a 
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week, using a razor with 
locked-in blade passed from 
prisoner to prisoner on his 
tier by the guards. 

"If you're the last one to 
get the razor that morning," 
he said, "I can tell you, you 
don't get the world's best 
shave." 

Ray estimates he spends 
$6 to $7 a month, "mostly on 
newspapers and (postage) 
stamps." He receives and 
reads the Nashville Tennes-
sean newspaper every morn-
ing and is a frequent letter 
writer. 

Since he has no prison 
job, he earns no money, but 
he says his brother, Jerry, 
who lives in suburban Chi-
cago, sends him "a little bit 
each month." The money is 
converted to specially 
minted prison coins, which 

he as to guards to make 
commissary purchases for 
him. 

Ray may not leave his cell 
to go to the commissary, 
prison library or chapel. He 
leaves the cell only to take a 
shower and to see occasional 
visitors. 

Ray has lived in this man-
ner since August, 1972, 
when he was transferred 
from the now-closed Brushy 
Mountain satellite prison in 
eastern Tennesse. He lived 
in the general prison popu-
lation there much of the 
time, but it was also there 
that he was caught in two 
escape attempts. 

Hence, he is now in segre-
gation, says warden Rose. 
He discounted earlier asser-
tions of prison officials that 
Ray also had to be kept in 

isolation to prote him 
from black militant pi-ison-
ers. "I've seen no evidence 
of hostility toward him 
here," he said. 

Rose also discounted 
Ray's claim of declining 
health. "He just had a com-
plete physical exam within 
the last month," he said, "X 
rays, blood tests, the whole 
work-up . . . The doctor 
found a slight sprain in his 
back . . . But otherwise he 
was in good general health." 

He acknowledged that 
Ray's extreme pallor results 
from his prolonged stay in 
segregation, "but a lot of 
that is by his own choice." 

Ray is "just trying to gen-
erate enough public support 
to force us to put him in the 
general population," Rose 
said. 

In the slow hours and 
days that he continues to 
live in his cell, Ray says he 
thinks almost exclusively 
about his case and "how I 
got maneuvered i' to it." 

"If you don't nave any-
thing to do, you think about 
your case an awful lot," he 
said. 

"In the old days, they 
[prison authorities] used to 
come in and knock you 
around some if they didn't 
like you," he mused, "and 
you'd be sore for three or 
four days, but then you'd 
come out in the sunshine 
and get some fresh air. 

"Nowadays," he said with 
a tight, cold smile, "with 
their new 'humane' way of 
doing it, they just lock you 
up in solitary and let you sit 
there." 
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FORF1'1AN 1-31 
··1 GALV~TCN, TEX. (UPI) -- DEFENSE ATTORNEY PERCY FOREMAN SAYS JAMES 
- EARL RAY PLEADED GUILTY TO KILLING CIVIL RIGHTS LEADER MARTIN LUTHER 
. KING TO AVOID THE DEATH PENALTY--NOT BECAUSE HIS DEFENSE WAS 
. COMPROMISED. 

RAY, N:>W SERVING A 99-YEAR SENTENCE IN THE TENNESSEE ST.ATE 
PENITENTIARYt._~AS WON A REHEARING ON AN APPEAL OF HIS CONVICTION ON 
THE CLAIM FOnMAN COERCED THE GUILTY PLEA• 

•1 THOUGHT HE WOULD BE GIVEN THE DEATH PENALTY IF THE CASE WENT TO 
A JURY,• FOREMAN SAID WEDNESDAY. 

•1 DON'T nlINK I INTIMIDATED JAMES EARL RAY INTO PLEADING GUILTY. 

I I DIDN'T ATTEMPT TO NEGOTIATE A 99-YEAR SENTENCE FOR RAY UNTI I.. HE 
ASKED ME TO.• 

RAY CLAIMS FOREMAN URGED THE GUILTY PLEA TO INSURE FOREMAN A 

I 
PROF! T Fil) M A BOOK AOOUT THE CASE. . 

RAYS SAID lWO LETTERS FROM FOREMAN PUBLISHED IN THE BOOK PROVE 
FOREl1AN'S MJTIVES. THE LETTERS SAID RAY'S SHARE OF THE ROYALTIES 

. WOULD BE DELIVERED ONLY IF HE PLEADED GUILTY AND CAUSED NO 
EMBARRASSING CIRCUMSTANCES IN THE COURTROOM. 

I 
FORlliAN SAID HE RECEIVED 19 1 000 FROM THE PUBLISHER OF THE BOOK AND 

THE PAYMENT DI'D NOT COVER HIS ATTORNEY FEES. 
FOREMAN SAID HE INCLUDED THE ADMONITION ABOUT EMBARRASSING 

CIRCUMSTANCES IN HIS LETTERS BECAUSE HE FELT RAY HAD A •PENCHANT FOR 
PUB LI CI TY•• 

THE 6TH CIRCUIT COURT OF APPEALS ORDERED THE REHEARING TUESDAY ON 
THE BASIS OF THE TWO LETTERS. IT WILL BE HEARO IN THE U.S. DISTRICT 
COURT IN NASHVILLE. 

A TENNESSEE STATE PROSECUTOR SAID WEDNESDAY HE DID NOT THINK THE 
REHEARING <l'l RAY'S APPEAL WOULD AFFECT THE CONVICTION. 

•THE GUY STOOD UP IN OPEN COURT AND REPEATEDLY ADMITTED KILLING 
MARTIN LUTHER KING UNDER CIRCUMSTANCES THAT WARRANT A CONVICTION FOR 
FIRST DEGREE MURDER,• ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL WILL~M H. HAILE 

SAID.UPI 01-31 04:18 AED L/1-' 31__?0.i.:;fl_,, , 
. Nof"RicoRDED 

185 FEB 14 197t1 
WASHINGTON CAPITAL NEWS SER~E--
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J MEMPHIS, TENN. (LTPI)--A CITY ATTORNEY TESTIFIED IN CQL'P.T TUESDAY 
' !, 'lHA T fl NG ERPRIN TS ON A RIFLE, NOT AN EYEWITNESS, WAS THE MOST 

) DAMAGING EVIDENCE AGAINST JAMES EARL RAY IN TP.E 1g68 ASSASSINP,TION OF 1 

MARTIN LUTHER KH:G JR. 
ASSISTANT CITY ATTY. ART SHEA TESTIFIE1J IN A SUIT Bqot1GFT BY 

CPARLES Ql'I1t-1AI,; STEPHENS CLAIMING HE IS !ll'E $185,000 Dl REWAEDS 
OFFERED n: TI{E KI NG KI LLINC. 

SP.EA ALSO TESTIFIED THAT TPE REASON TEtT STEPHENS WAS Pl'T INTO 
PROTECTIVE Cl'STODY IN JAIL RIGHT AFTER TPE KIKG ASSASSINATIOM w.o.s l 
EECA USE OF STEPHENS' "PREDILECTION FC'R ALCOl-!OL. • 

STEPHENS FILED SUIT It--: 1S6~ SEEKING Tl-!E REWARDS, WHICH HAVE NOT 

l 
BEEN PAID. THE LARGEST PORTION WAS s100,ooo OFFERED BY THE MEMPHIS 
CITY COLNCIL. 

HE TESTIFIED MONDAY THAT HE WAS A RESIDENT OF TPE OLt ROO~ING 
HOl'SE FROM 'W!{ICE THE FATAL RIFLE SHOT WAS FIRED. HE TESTIFIED THAT PE 
RF.COGNIZED RAY--t.iJHO WAS LATER ARRESTED., PLEADED GUILTY AND SENTENCED 

TO i9 YF.ARS IN Frnsm: -- Rl'NNING DOWN THE l'PSTAIRS HALL OF THE 
ROOMING HOUSE FOLLOWUiG THE SHOT. 

CI TY CHANCERY COl!RT JUDGE CHARLES ROt! D TOOK T~E CASI UN1JER 
A DVISEM'El'-1T TUESDAY AFTER TWO DAYS OF TESTIMONY. 

SHEA REBllTTED A CLAIM EY STEPHOlS' LAWYERS THAT IT WAS THEIR 
CLIENT'S IDEl~TIF!CATION OF A PICTURE OF RAY l:JP.ICH ;1IGHT HAVI: LED TO 
EIS ARREST AND Sl'ESEQlfENT GUILTY PLEA. 

THE CITY ATTORNEY SAID THE MOST DAMAGING EVIDENCE H1 THE CASE WAS 
NOT STEP¥.Il-1S' TES TIMotff, WEQYQ~~Rii~TS 01'1 TEE RIFLE llSE'J H! TFE 
KILLING AND FOUND ABA1'1DDrlED r--:EAR THE ROOt":It:G HOUSE. 

AEOV£ IS REPEAT TO E-WIRE POH1TS 
UPI 01-22 10:5~ PED 

WASHINGTON CAPITAL NEWS SERVICE 
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lKing ayer 
Sues, Seek 

New Trial 

s 

By Albert Gore Jr. 
Sec1a1 to The Washington Post 

NASHVILLE, Tenn., Dec. 27 

—James Earl Ray filed a $500,-

000 damage suit against state 

officials here today, charging 

that he has been "falsely im-

prisoned for a crime he didn 

commit." 
The confessed assassin of 

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., 

now serving a 99-year sentence 

in the Tennessee state prison, 

else asked the U.S. District 

Court here to prevent his 

transfer to a federal peniten.' 

tiary. 
Interviewed through the' 

bars of his tiny cell today, Ray; 

said he was concerned about 

newspaper reports last -  week 
that state officials have asked 
the U.S. J'areau of Prisons 
about procedures for transfer-' 
ring him to federal custody. 

Ray, 41,' typed the rambling 
l!-page lawsuit himself, claim-
ing, at one point that his for-i 
iner attorney, Percy Foreman 
of Houston, had mishandled 
vital information that could 
have been used in .his defense. 
He has repeatedly charged! 
that Foreman coerced him' 
into pleading guilty to ' the 
murder of King. 

Immediately after his guilty 

plea in March of 1969, the pre-siding judge cut off an at-

tempt by Ray to explain why 
he did not agree with those 
yiho said there was no conspir-
rcy surrounding the assassina-
tion. 

He refused to discuss the 
crime yesterday but claimed 
that he would "tell every-
thing" if only he could get a 
new trial. Last April, a federal 
judge hefe turned down his 
request for a new trial on 
grounds that Ray had know-
ingly and voluntarily pleaded 
guilty. 

"If I an't get to court, I'm 
just going to forget it," he 
said, adding that he saw no 
point in giving his version of 
,the events surrounding King's 
death to the news media be-' 
cause, "I'd still be here. 

IF "Tttoüld 'lielibelóus any 
It's different proving 

s thing in the newspapers 
and proving it on the witness 
stand." 

In his lawsuit, Ray charged 
that he gave two telephone 
numbers to Foreman, who in 
turn gave them to another 
lawyer to investigate. Ray 
claimed that one of the num-
bers was traced to a Baton 
RQuge, La., parish official who 
was "under the influence of a 
Teamsters union official," 

The other number was 
traced to a New Orleans ma& 
who was "among other things,' 
an agent of a Mideast oriented, 
organization" that Ray be-
lieves was concerned about re-' 
pi,rts that King planned to an-, 
flounce his public support of 
the "Palestine Arab Cause." 

Ray declined to identify the 
persons he believes the num-
bers were traced to. Asked if. 
he had ever called the num-
bers, he said, "I'd rather not 
go into that." 
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Ray , Said to' Disclose 
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) 

- A document from James 
Earl Ray that reportedly' 
claims there was a conspir-
acy to assassinate Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. was de-
livered to federal court here 
today. 

Court officials confirmed 
that a document from Ray, 
who pleaded guilty in April 
1969 to the slaying of the 
civil rights leader, was de-
livered but would not dis-
close its contents. 

A Nashville television sta-
tion, however, reported that 
Ray had written a state-
ment naming persons he 
claimed contributed money 
to a conspiracy. WSM-TV 
1 said the statement was at-
tached to a writ sent to U.S. 
District Judge L. Clure 
Morton. 

Morton was unavailable 
today for comment on the 
report. He was believed to 
be studying the document, 
and it was not known if its 
contents would be made 
public. - - 

q. 

A HIGH-RANKING FBI 
official who had charge of 
the investigation of the 
murder of King, discounting 
today's report, said, "There 
is no possible way anyone 
else could have helped him 
in the murder of King." 
Another source said that 

Ray's brother, Jerry, who 
works as a busboy for a 
country club at Lake Zu-
rich, Il.., recently tred- to 
sell the conspiracy story to 

JAN 9 1974 

a television neL7orl for 
froth S5000 to $10,000, but 
was turned down. 
King was assassinated by 

a sniper on April 4, 1968, as 
he stood on the balcony of 
the Lorraine Motel in 
Memphis, Tenn. A 30.06 cal-
iber rifle, allegedly bearing 
Ray's fingerprints, was 
found in a room in a nearby 
boardinghouse, along with 
other items linking Ray to 
the shooting. 
On March 10, 1969, Ray 

pleaded guilty to a state 
charge of murder in Mem-
phiq in exchange., for 99-
yeat  ptisdn sentence. 

!4Y. HAS rnintaiped 
since that he was pressured 
to plead guilty by his at-
torney at the time, Percy 
Foreman. 

Much of the recent ap-
peals work was done by 
Washington attorney Ber-
nard Fensterwald Jr., who 
also has represented con-
victed Watergate conspira-
tor James W.McCord Jr. 

Fensterwald, reached at 
his Washington office today, 
said that as far as he 
knows, he was never fired 
by gay and still represents 
him) - 

e Tirive known all along 
thai he (Ray) was working 
with a group of people, and 
he was not at the scene of 
the crime," the lawyer said. 

Fensterwald was skepti-
cal, however, that Ray was 
going to name others alleg-
edly involved. He said Ray 
had told him he was afraid 
to name others, fearing he 
would be murdered in jail if 
he did. 

The U.S. Court of Appeals 
in Cincinnati is currently 
considering a motion by 
Ray asking for a hearing 
a new J 
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· 1 NASHVILLE, TENN. (UPI) •• A NASHVILLE TELEVISION ST~ON QUOTED 
• •HIQHLY PLACED SOURCES• WEOOESDAY NIGHT THAT, JAMtS EARL RAY CLAIMS HE 

WAS INVOLVED IN A CONSPIRACY TO ASSASSINATE DR. MARTiN LO I RiR KING 
JR. - -

WSM•TV QJOTED THE SOURCES AS SAYING RAY ATTACHED A STATEMENT 
NAMING SEVERAL PERSONS HE CLAIMS GAVE HIM MONEY TO PARTICIPATE IN THE 
CONSPIRACY '10 KILL KING TO A WRIT MAILED TO THE U.S. DISTRICT COURT 
HERE SATUR~Y • 

FEDERAL COURT OFFICIALS SAID HOWEVER THEY HAVE RECEIVED NO 
DOCUMENlS FJl>M RAY RECENTLY• RA½ IS SERVlNG A ti-YEAR SENTENCE IN THE 
STA TE PRISON HERE FOR THE 1,,s SLAYING or THE CIVIL RIGHTS LEADER IN 
MEMPHIS. 

t THE T~EVISION STATION SAID RAY •ts REPORTED TO HAVE DISMISSED HIS 'lA TEST ATTORNEY, WASHINGTON LAWYER BERNARD FfNSTERWALD, AND IS 
PPARENTLY REPRESENTING HIMSELF.• 

EFFORTS TO REACH FINSTERWALD FAILED. I 
LAST WEEK, STATE CORRECTIONS COMMISSIONER MARK LUTTRELL SAID HE 

HAD APPROACHED THE U.S. BUREAU OF PRISONS AOOUT GETTING RAY 
TRANSFERRED FROM THE PRISON HERE TO A FEDERAL MAXIMUM SECURITY 
PEN! TEN TIA RY. 

WS M-TV SAID RAY REPORTEDLY DID NOT LIKE THE I DEA AND •REPORTEDLY 
DREW UP A WRIT WHICH WAS FORWARDED TO FEDERAL COURT IN AN EFFORT TO 
BLOCK THE PROPOSED TRANSFER. 

•OFFICIALS IN THE FEDERAL COURT CLERK'S OFFICE SAi D THEY COULD 
FIND NO RECORD OF HAVING RECEIVED THE PETITION FROM RAY,• WSM-TV 
SAID. . 
. •HOWEVER, THE SPOKESMAN SAID RAY FILED A WRIT AS A PAUPER AND THAT 

IT P ROB\BLY WENT TO JUDGE L. CLURE MORTON.• 

I 
REACHED AT .HIS HOME, MORTON SAID HE DID NOT RECEIVE MAIL DIRECTLY , 

AND 1HAT HE HAD RECEIVED NOTHING FROM RAY. ~ 
UPI 12-27 0 41 '60 AES , 

4- i-.~J 1·_r 1:11--- /J . 
rN'C:.: {:.~0~:sD-
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I 
UPI-79 

(RAY) 

c~~ . .;;.,,-,---------

~ 
A.\ j 

"1./' 
\,._ 

.. .l 

Felt ____ _ 

/ .C~mpbell < 

ij{A(11fcisen ~✓---
Mohr ~ 
Bishop ~JJ~ 
Miller, E.PJC'hJcr 
Callahan ___ _ 
Casper ___ _ 
Conrad ___ _ 
Dalbey ___ _ 

Cleveland--~ 

Ponder p;JtP 
Bates--+~~-,....--­
Waikart -'-----
Walters ___ _ 
Soyars ___ _ 
Tele. Room __ _ 
Holmes ___ _ 
Gandy ___ _ 

JACKSON, TENN.--THE TENNESSEE SUPREME COURT REFUSED MONDAY TO 
CONSIDER THE QUESTION OF A NEW TRIAL FOR JAMES EARLY RAY, THE 
CONVICTED ASSASSIN OF MARTIN LUTHER KING. I 

WITHOUT COMMENT, THE STATE'S HIGHEST COURT REFUSED TO REVIEW A 
DECISION ISSUED IN FEBRUARY BY THE STATE COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEALS. 
THE APPELLATE COURT HAD UPHELD A PREVIOUS RULING BY A MEMPHIS JUDGE 
DENYING A Nt\T TRIAL FOR RAY• 

'12-GE1158A 

Y- 'f - -3 S' t b I -I/ ----NO"!' "ECO"Dta 

rJ3 JUN 19 1972 

JUN 20 \972 
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Tolson __ _ 

~~ 
Bisho~ 
Miller, . 
Callahan -~-
Casper __ _ 
Conrad __ _ 
Dalbey __ _ 

Clevela~:= 1 
Ponder ____ ·------✓ 
Bates ~---
Tavel1 ___ _ 
Walters __ _ 
Soyars __ _ 
Tele. Room __ 
Holmes __ _ 
Gandy ___ _ 

~rf:!,,rf 

. 1 · JACIS8l1. TDI.--•• APPEais COIIIT II CONSIDEIIIC TIE c,NTENTION • 
~ or ATTOl&TS , •• JAMES EAIL IAT TIAT TIE COIIFESSD SLAYER or ••• : 

!IAITII LITJIEI IIlli JI. IS ENTITLD TO BIS JAY II CORT All IANTS TO; 
EXPWI IINC 'S JiATI ~ . · 

, 
ATTY. 101E1r LIY JNSTON or •••xs BADE TRI STATDIDIT 1n1 I 

IID•SIAT II A 15-IIIRTE U:AIIIC 817 OU A THIEE-JOGE PAIIIL or THE 
E•D SIE COUIT ti CIININAL APPEALS• 

' 

LIYI•st•1. ASSISTD BT BERNau r111STowau • ,,sx1NCto111 asm 
I THE CGUIT TO 1:ITIEI CIAIT IAT A IIEI TRIAL OR BOLi lJf • DDT ART 
' IEAIINC. A IULING IS ■OT IXPECTD roa SEYEIAL •ms. 
. 10- 7•-ER11.\PD 
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Court Asked For Dismissal-.. 
Of Ray's l\1otion For l{elief: 
The attorney gen·er2.l's office yesterday asked the court to; 

strike down a motion filed by attorneys for James Earl Ray, i 
who chargecj, his chances for a negotiated settlement_ of his'' 
case had been undermined. 

.' The motion filed by the attorneys for the convicted assas-
1 sin of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. charged that Ray's attorney . 

. at the time, Percy Foreman, said he wouldn't negotiate wit.h l 

. th attorney gene:·:.1 l's office because he didn't want such a i 
'settieml·nt, but then did negoti- • j 
• ate with the trial judge. : T~e state also aske~ t~at thej 
~ Ray charged that when; ~ot1on for _pos_t-conv1ct1011 re-! 
Judge •v. Preston Battle in; hef be. d1sm1ssed because, 
fa~t c~ cer:ed negotiations, it r~-; Ray's righ~s u_nder nE-ither t?e I 
mc,',ca his chance for a fair i state const1tut10n nor the Umt­
dftE:nninaticn by the judge on ed States Constitution v.ere vi-,! 

; whe,her_ the sentence worked,
0

Jated. · 
;Out was jllst. I . ; , 
, Ray contended he was' O~e of Ray" ~ttorneys,/ 
! "pre~sured" i1:to accepting the I R1cna~d J,. Ryan, said that he 
l 99-year prisor! sen'.ence and; and \\ _?- 5hmgt~n at:~rnfy Ber-! 

/
was threatened ov Mr. Fore.' ~.ard Fensternald ,,ou.d seek 

1 man into accepti:1; the guilty! t~ ha';~ ~ay br0t;gh_t b1c_~ t~ 
plea and the senter:ce. r..:. Me~~ph.,~ tot a full ev_~~{ 
i In the motion filed by th". nearing. · 
· attorney general's office yes-
• tcrday after ofiiciab !1arl 
, t::.!ked to Foreman, the st.lt'.! 
; "sp~cifically .ind catcgorica!ly; 
: demtd" ddense charges that; 
/Judge Datt le v:olur 0:d judicial; 
_,.ethks ..... when he entered neg_£: 
·tia.tions with Foreman_.-- :! 

✓.,, 
6 l□E~ 181970 

Mr. Tolso~ 
Mr. Sullivan._:· 
Mr. Mohr __ _ 
Mr. Bishop ___ _ 
Mr.BrennanCD_ 
Mr. Callahan __ 
Mr. Casper. 
Mr. Conrad_ 
Mr. Felt __ _ 
Mr. Gale ----..-_.. 
Mr. Rrisen ... E:...~'11 
Mr. Tavel ___ _ 
Mr. Walters __ 
Mr. Soyars ___ _ 
Tele. Room __ 
Miss Holmes __ 
Miss Gandy __ 
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Casper ___ _ 

Conrad ___ _ 

~~!==~~;~;~;?;~-Rosen __ 
Tavel 
Walters ___ _ 
Soyars ___ _ 
Tele. Room __ 
Holmes ___ _ 
Gandy ___ _ 

UPI ~t tB ·· 
<KINI WITNEII> ., 

, NENfllts --Atto1111:T e~s "l NDPIIT JR. SAID TODAY HE WILL SEEK 

I
TJIE l!LEAIE OF ,.n11 y rao" A STATE MENTAL !OSPITAL ON 
••••••• VAS ~ LT IN All trroat TO SUPPRESS HER 
1tst1NONT ANUT THE SLAYJNC: or 11 MARTIN LUTHER KIN; JR. ] 

flll • WALDEN VAi A IESIDENT or fHE IOOPIIfff. HIUI[ HERE FROM WHICH 

I POLtCI IAT JAMES EARL IAY FIIED THE SIOT TIAT KILLED KINC:. SHE 
SAID Slit SAW A PIAN RUN FIOPI THE IOGfllNC HOUSE BATHROOM JUST AFTER 
THE SHOT WAS ruu:», IUT THAT IT WAS NOT IAY. -renn, 

112,--NW703 l"ED 
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in a shapeless mock, rests 
tranquilized in a mental asy-
lum in this obscure Tennes-
see town. 

Hospital records show her 
condition is deteriorating. 
She has been here more 
than two years. 

Her lawyers now want her 
out before it is too late. 

They say state officials 
railroaded her here in a se-
crecy-shrouded maneuver to 
suppress and discredit eye 
witness testimony by her 
that contradicts the official 
account of the assassination 
of Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. in Memphis on April 4, 
1968. 

Mrs. Stephens asserts. that 
the man she saw leaving the 
flop house bathroom, from 
which police say the fatal 
shot was fired as Dr. King 
stood on the Lorraine M otel 
balcony, was not James Earl 

,Ray, the publicly proclaimed 
killer. 

The man she saw was 
f short, small-boned, in his 50s 
With "salt-and-pepper" hair, 
her attorneys say she has 
told them. 

Ray was tjl, in his late mw-
30s witI 

19 (- v.7-2-7O) 

/I 

/. D•Put1' 6 f Kien'A DMihDir ía 
Ld09 uishe in Asylumm'' 

_Gra Ste - 

BYPufW Vajetientia1 
;'-'---' 

hens'po 

V 

Mohr 

Bishop 

Brennan, C D 

Callahan 

asper 

Conrad 

Felt 

Gale 

Rosen 

Tavel 

Walters   

Soyars   

Tele. Room   

Holmes   

Gandy  

-. .. is, a crucial eie-
Wasthng. A st Staff writer Y merit in a continuing at-
I3OLIVAJ, Tenn._Grace i- tempt by attorneys to obtain 

Elizabeth/Stephe5 54 a full trial for Ray; to prove 
enTa!ated' sad faced woman he was not the triggerman 

in Dr. King's shooting, and 
to demonstrate there was a 
conspiracy involving proba-
bly several persons in the 
assassination. 
The attorneys contend pri-

vately that Ray was an un-
witting tool in the plot. 
They also maintain that the 
man in the bathroom may 
have been a "decoy" and 
that the real assassin fired 
from another locbtion. 
Authorities ranging from 

Memphis chief prosecutor 
Phil Canale to former Attor-
ney General Ramsey Clark 
have maintained from the 
beginning that Ray acted de-
liberately and alone. 
At stake now in the case 

is Grace Stephens' credibil-
ity as an eyewitness: Her at-
torneys acknowledge she 
has a history of alcoholism 
but they contend she is not 
insane as state officials sug-
gest by having her commit-
ted to Western State Psychi-
atric Hospital in Bolivar. 

In a brief court appear-
aiice here last week, Mrs. Ste 
phens sat with several at-
tendants. She stared 
blankly. Her movements 
were slow. Stringy-haired 
and heavily sedated, she 
rolled her jaws in a repeti-

59SEP 2 8 9uvehewingmot;un 
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