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Vitoi ieys SaY that odi-

nirily' she is bright, articu-
late and reads a great deal 
and that she completed 
three years of college. 
The attorneys hope to re-

move her from the hospital 
and preserve her testimony, 
either in live form or by 
despoSitiOn, for Ray's future 

defense. 
Ray pleaded . guilty to 

first-degree murder in 
March 1969 and was sen-
tenced to 99 years in prison. 
At the brief courtroom 
proceding in Memphis, there 
was little e5timony_jU5t a 
series of stipulations in 
which state prosecutors 
structured a case depicting 

Ray as the lone killer. 
Criminal attorney Percy 

Foreman represented Ray at 
the time. Ray subsequently 
acquired new attorneys who 
now contend Foreman 
coerced Ray by "fraud" and 
"bribery" into pleading 

guilty. 
In their formal bid for 

post-conviction relief, they 
say Foreman, after making a 
series of contracts with au 
thor William Bradford Huie, 
arrang4d to avoid a full trial 
btcaüs the trial Would have 

revealed puller devil' of the 

can and d7enied Hule exclu-

sive access to the Ray story. 

A court ruling on Ray's mo-

tion for a full trial will prob-

ably come this autumn. 
The new attorneys and in-

vestigators now concentrat-
ing on Grace Stephens are a 
varied group: Representing 

/Irs. Stephens is C. M. (Pat) 
(/Murphy of Memphis, a soft-

spoken silver haired man; 
for Ray there are flint-eyed 
KZ Klux Klan counselor J. 
• ZB,onr of Savannah, ca.; 
veteran Memphis/criminal 
lawyer Richard J'Ryan, and 
Washi,ngton attorney Ber-

I
nardfleflsterWald assassina-
tion pecialist, political lib-
eral and former counsel for 
a Senate judiciary suhcom-
mjttee.They say they are 
working without 

ii 

...Workng with , them is 
Memphis 2pI avate detective 
Renfro Tys, a large, ar-
fabl7Thràwliflg man. He. 
claims to have found Grace 
Stephens at the mental hos-
pital here in this country 
town of 4,000, 70 miles east 
of Memphis, where state of-
ficials had "salted her away" 
under the gurname Walden,, 
a name she had acquired 
many years ago by a pre-
vious marriage. 

Seeking her release last 
week, lawyer Murphy 
argued in court papers that 
officials ignored several 
legal requirements in com-
mitting Mrs. Stephens: 

The commitment 
proceding was initiated by 
an unauthorized person— 
,John A. Henderson, then an 
Ia ssistant administrator at 
IGaston Hospital in Mem-
,phis. Tennessee law empow-
-ers only a relative, guardian, 
licensed physician, head of 
an institution, or health, 
welfare, or law enforcement 
officer to take such action. 

• Officials failed to notify 
Mrs. Stephens by mail of 
her scheduled commitment 
hearing. 

• No notice was given to 
any relatives. 

• Memphis prosecutors 
removed her medical rec-
ords from Gaston Hosipital 
where she had been held 
three weeks before being 
transferred to Bolivar. 
Papers filed by the Ten-

nessee attorney general's of-
fice deny officials acted ille-
gally, but they give no sup. 
porting arguments. 
John Carlisle, an assistant 

prosecutor in the Ray case, 
said his office was "defi-
nitely not" behind the com-
mitment action. He said he 
does not know who initiated 
it. Another source close to 
the prosecution who asked 
not to be named said the ac-
tion was probably taken rou-
tinely by hospital or jail au-
thorities because of Mrs. 
Stephens' alcoholic cindi-
-tioft..__ 

- . 
But drs Stephens 1aW 

yer, Murphy, asserts, "The 
reason she was placed in the 
psychiatric hospital was be, 

her testimony 
would 

have been unfavorable to - 

the position taken by the 
Shelby county attorney gen-' 
eral (Mephis prosecutor) 

and his staff- e was 
"She alleges that sh 

not mentally ill at that time 
and has at no time since 
been mentally ill. She 
charges further that al-
though she was a material 
witness and that she in-
formed the Memphis 

, . . as to the details police  
of her floW1edge, such in-
formation was deliberately 

concealed . . and she - 

was unlawfully shuttled off 
to the psychiatric depart-
m ent of the city of Memphis 

hospitals." 
At the time of Ir. iflg'S 

shootin g, Grace Stephens 

lived in a cheap rooming 
house adjacent to the Lor-
raine Motel with her corn-
rno law 'husband ci' vies 

s. Both were 
tepl en 

knQwPh - 
heavy drimkeIS.' 

Both claim seejng a man 
leaving the bathroom from 
which the fatal shot was 
fired. Charle Stephens said 
in anfidit''ü1timate1Y 
used in support of Ray's 
guilty plea proceding that 
the man he saw looked 

I"very much like" an FBI 
flier of Ray. 

Grace Stephens claims 
she also gave police a de-
scription of the man, but de-
fense attorneys say that if 
police have it, they will not 
turn it over to them now. 
A source close to the pros-

ecution said the police did 
attempt to take her state 
ment on the night of April 
4, 1968, "but couldn't make 
any se-se out  of her." .' - 
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After her comnjtmeflt Jo 
the Bolivar Hospital, Mrs. 
Stephens gave a written and 
signed description of the 
man to investigator Renfro 
Hays. The description does 
not match Ray's. 

In dispute is whether 
Charles or Grace, or both, 
were drunk at the time of 
the shooting. 
Defense attorneys concede 

Grace Stephens' drinking 
history but note that her 
husband—whose statement 
prosecutors chose to use— 
cannot claim any greater re-

liability. 
The attorneys also note 

that Grace Stephens was 
committed on July 31, 1968, 
less than two months after 
Ray's irrest in ondon,,Eflg-

land, +vhile her husband con-
tinued1 to be hell by police 
in Memphis as a material 
witness. He still lives in the 
Memphis area today, the 
lawyers say. 

In the commitment pa-
pers, Memphis psychiatrist 
Sidney D. Vick describes 
Mrs. Stephens as suffering a 
chronic brain syndrome_ 
hallucinatory—see husband 
on ceiling_thought he was 
to shoot her." 

Attorneys contend this 
may have been so because 
she was drunk at the time 
Vick examined her. By con-
trast, she was sober on the 
day of tr. King's shooting, 
they insist. 

Dr. Antonio Rubio, clini-
cal director at the , Bolivar 

Hopital,esaid that Mrs.,t-
phens' condition, when he 
examined her on several oc-
casions in 1968 and 1969, was 
"very close" to a sickness 
called Korsakoff's Disease, 
caused by heavy drinking. 
One of the symptoms, he 

said is "confabulation," a 
tendency to invent stories to 
fill memory gaps. Rubio 
said he could not determine 
in any concrete way if that' 
particular symptom was 
manifested in Mrs. Stephens 
but said there was a possi-
bility. 

At a court hearing in Boli-

var, attorney Murphy aban-
doned his strategy to win 
Mrs. Stephens' release on a 
writ f habeas corpus after 
he . sa i d he - discpvQred 

th.zoi.igh medical records that 

her condition wag' flow too 

"regressed"  to permit her to 
be on her own. 

Attempts to place her 

with relatives have failed, 
he said. Records indicate 
that she has aged at an ac-

celerated rate in the last 
two years. She is given 150 
m illigrams daily of Mellaril 
a tranquilizer,and 75 mill-
grams of Tofranli an anti-
depressent, records show. 

A court source said that, 
in lieu of the habeas corpus 
action, hospital officials 
agreed informally to cooper. 
ate with attorneys in placing 
Mrs. Stephens in a general 
hospital when bed space can 

—be, fo'and. 
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299.95 
'Tuxedo"Castronaut Longline' Convert 

from Ne,,z York 21ty, The 

organization said the move 

was in retaliation for Lind-

say's remarks on draft 
resisters. 

• Farm union leader Ce-
sar Chavez, ignoring doc-
tors warnings of "irrepara-
ble damage," continued his 
fast into a fifth day. The 
fast was begun to protest a 
restraining order issued in a 
jurisdictional struggle - 

Since settled - with the 
Teamsters. 

• The award-winning Wis-
consin publication The Pa-
per ended its three-year life 
as a daily because of financ-
ial problems. The Oshkosh 
paper will begin publishing 
tv1'ee'a - . 

I 
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Associated Pre. 

Grace Elizabeth Stephens, 54, who testified officially proclaimed, has been in an insane room in this Memphis hotel-motel (circle). TI 

that the sniper who fatally shot the Rev. Dr. asylum in Bolivar, Tenn., for more than 2 years. woman's lawyers say she was railroaded to th 
Martin Luther King was not James Earl Ray, as Dr. King was slain as he stood in front of his asylum to discredit her testimony. 
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if shore Gas Wells 
•e killed by police gun-

flhliams accused the nine 

iiber group, headed by 
Tier Gov. William C. 
anton of Pennsylvania, 
a deliberate attempt "to 
ate racial strife, animos-
and to encourage vio. 
e among our people." 

9t1ona1 Celibacy 
OUSTON, Tex. - The 
veston-Houston diocese 
?sts' senate has voted 
nimously "that Roman 
tiolic priests should be 
wed to marry and still 
ictive in ministry." 
'e senate Is made up of 
riests elected by their 
)W churchmen in the 16-
ity diocese. 
ie group was emphatic 
tating that their support 
optional celibacy did not 

lure Selling Direct to You. 

"necessarily reflect the view 

of their constituency." 

Ft. Bragg Slaying 
FT. BRAGG, N.C. - The 

defense closed its case after 

Capt. Jeffrey R. MacDonald 

completed his third day of 

testimony, during which he 

again tearfully denied kill-

ing his pregnant wife and 
two children. 

A week-long recess was 
called to allow the prose-
cution to prepare rebuttal 
evidence before the closed 
Army hearing is completed. 
It began six weeks ago and 
has had one two-week re-
cess. 

Bernard Segal,  one of 
MacDonald's t w o civilian 
attorneys, said the 27-year-
old Green Beret physician 
from Patchogue, N.Y., 
underwent about four hours 
of cross-examination by the 
prosecution before the un-
usual session ended. Mac-
Donald testified the killings 
were the work of intruders. 

Addenda 
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R ay Case Papers 
k;,, Released to Pre•ts' 

By Paul Valentine 
Washington Post Staff Writer 

The Justice Department, 
prodded by writer and re-
searcher Harold Weisberg, has 
reversed its position and 
agreed to make available the 
record of James Earl Ray's 
1968 extradition proceeding 
from England in the murder 
of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. 

Justice officials released the 
195-page packet of affidavits, 
photographs and various gov-
ernment documents to report-
ers yeaterday. 

Weisberg filed a civil suit 
under the Freedom of Infor-
mation Act last March 11, ask-
ing for a court order compell-
ing the Justice Department to 
give him access to the records. 

$ Up to that time, Justice had 
contended the records, as "in-
vestigative files," were exempt 
from the information act and 
could be withheld at the De-
partment's discretion. 
However, on May 6, while 

Weisberg's court action was 
still pending, Attorney Gen-
eral John N. Mitchell agreed 
to grant access. 

Weisberg and his attorne, 
Bernar.-Fensterwald (who is 
¶lioi[ay's most recently ac-
quired lawyer) examined the 
voluminous records at the Jus-
tice Department last month. 
Justice officials subsequently 
prepared additional copies for 
inquiring reporters and made 
them available yesterday. 

Ray, 42, a convicted holdup 
man and prison escapee, was 
arrested in London, England, 

I on June 8, 1968, after a two-
month international search. . 

ng the civil rights leader, 

5IJUFL i97O 

iii  

Aff 

E 106 
REC 25 

was felled by a single bulletin 
V[emphfs, Tenn., on Apiil 4, 
1968. His murder triggered 
riots in more than 100 Ameri-
can cities. 

After an elaborate extradi-
tion hearing, Ray was re-
turned to Memphis, and on 
March 10, 1969, he pleaded 
guilty to murder and was sent-
enced to 99 years in prison. He 
is now seeking a re-opening of 
the case and a full trial, claim-
ing his previous attorney, 
Percy Foreman, coerced him 
into pleading guilty. A hearing 
is expected this summer. 

The extradition record made 
available yesterday contains 
numerous FBI affidavits 
claiming to link Ray' to the 
King murder through finger-
print, handwriting, ballistic 
and other evidence. 

Weisberg, who wrote 
"Whitewash," a book challeng-
ing the lone-assassin conclu-
sion of the Warren Commis-
sion in the 1963 murder of 
President John F. Kennedy, 
Tias also questioned official 
findings in the King case. 
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The Washington Post 
Times Herald  

The Washington Daily News  

The Evening Star ( Washington)   

The Sunday Star ( Washington)   

Daily News (New York)  

Sunday News (New York)  

New York Post  

The New York Times  

The Sun ( Baltimore)   

The Daily World  

The New Leader  

The Wall Street Journal   

The National Observer   

People's World  

Examiner (Washington)   
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