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-=- -(M~k Lane, cne-...~m...ee,no has pulleci int? f> f y· yf--t 
covers off conspiratorial treachery in some of - v~ i l- ' ;LL l 
the most famous assassinations of our time, this u)' .) }. 
week looks into the assassination of Dr. Martin .__i ../ r.,., I) ':. J · 

1
/;1/ 

Lather f(ing, Jr., one of the key figures in the -l'v , · 
eiz,"il rights movement of the early 1950s and a I' ~; - ) ,,..':'_}/:) 

1
- ;~, 

prime mover in the peace and anti-Viet Nam { VJ l i ',;:1\./ \ 
protests of the [after part of this decade. Lane I t • _ · 1 • • v /\" . 

contends that the forces who control this \ &\ ' 1· __ . : . Y-_0 .. ,~¾l·' ;~j:)i ·r: 
courdry will not hesitate to kill singalarly or V -- _,, _ . -
en masse ii the careful psychological grip they . ) . :---jf' .1,r , 
fJ.ave placed on the mirzd of America is threat- / v! r' \ 
imed. In this installm<mt, · he explains why h~ V 
/':,elieves /!,1artin Luthei· King, Jr. became a tar;- The Washington Post ""' 
iet for the assassins.), Times Herald ------- '-

The Washington Daily News ---•--:r'i---------~======_~~~-~-----_===:::::'.:''=:::: The Evening Star (Washington)--'""\ 
/ By Joe Walker was fired that killed Dr. \;King, The Sunday Star (Washington)~ 
/ (New York Bureau Chlefl / somehow, someone infiltratl~d the ·1 N (N York) L s Memphis police radio and gave Dai Y ews ew ~ 
- 11'.I : Are there any simi- d - d N (N y rkl A 
Jarities between the assassi- 1 etails, for a considerable r.eriod Sun ay ews ew o ----
nations of John F. Kennedy of time, of a man fleeing the New York Post--------~ 
and Martin Luther King? scene in a car chased by police. The New York Times-----­

However, that chase never took 
LANE: Yes. In both cases place and it was a diversion The Sun <Baltimore) "4 

tl;c:-e are the trappings of intelli- which was useful to whoever The Daily World--------!<~ 
gence work. For example, some- wa · 1 d · th I s mvo ve m e assassination The New Leader one cleverly infiltrated the police f D Kin 

,. 
0 r. g. The Wall Street Journal -------i~ raa;-o system in Dallas, which is 

how! the description of Lee Har- MS: Are thcre any big mf. The National Observer 0 
vey \ Oswald reached the police ferences in the two assassi­
anc: -was sent out over the police nations? 
radio at 12:44 p.m. - 14 minutes LANE: Yes, in 'the treatment 
after the shots were fired at of the alleged assassins. In Dal­
President Kennedy. las, it was quite clear that tt:~ 

To this date the Warren Com- country was so deeply concerneli 
mission has to concede th~t it wtth who killed JFK that if Laj? 1 

does not know how t.iat infoima- ~arvey Osw~ld had lived to fade 
tion reached the Dallas police. 
I_u_ -Mernv.his, something quite 

----------~ T • -- ...:,; ~ X l-, 
similar happened. Afte1~~~otx· ( L ,-:;_ r'. ( I 

b --
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,,·:.,:, -,,-c would nave learned a fa:r man, and a man who would 
,:;,-2a: c:c:,l a:'lJ"l:t the coc,spn-<11.,-y. be very deeply troubled by doi.J1g 
Once: ycu !;:r.ow foat President ar_ything he considered incorrei:t. 
:;,:en;::< was ldl~:d by shots I_ kno~ one of his relatives wao 
CJ'"'•·· ,_, '1 ,,, ie--··t two difie~- li,ves m New York City and she 
e;it";;;\-;;;;~nt t;,;; you Irno~v : told me that he was very deeply 
UE,t OsY:~.:d was either guilty (in troubled during this entire period. 
Ll1:it he.: ,_·:as a p::.rt of a conspira- and the family was very worried 
cy to k.;E Ke::11:cC:y) or that he abo_ut his reaction to what was 
was innocent. taking place. 

A u:,: ~!12.t wo!:.lc: have estab- He died of a heart attack wit.i-
E~?:-~.l -,:;::t Osw~::d was part of a in 30 days af~er the applicatio_n 
cc ;1 s p i :· a c y o~- ir.noce:1t pos?d , f<lr a new tr.al was made by 
·:e:ry s.'r:ous nrob12.!1S for tho ;e J imes Earl Ray. 
·,·J-• .> :,;_;;;::,J t:{0 I':.cs1dent. If lle The law in Tennessee is Vf!YY 
·.vas acc;uitte:d, the cotmt.ry woutd c'kar. If a judge dies before nll­
.c:s:: "vvi:o did do it?" and turn ing on an application for a new 
:he attcn:ion in the direction of, trial, for whatever grounds, then 
t1:e 2.ss:issins. If he was found ' the new trial is automatically 
guilty, he migM have taLl{ed and granted. A higher court _decided, 
named those who were involved however, that the law didn't ap-
with him. , ply in this case. 

In any event, the trial for Lee: MS: Then you consider 
Harvey Oswald presented very James Earl Ray as much a 
serious proble:ns for Kennedy's 

1
;trau guy" as Lee Harvey i 

murderers. A.'ld so, in order to 
I 
Oswald. \ 

avoid it, Oswald was eJ.iniJnated ,LANE: Yes. I was in New Or-
while in U:.e Dallas police sw.- l, 11 
tiun, "pr0tccted" by 70 Dalia's · (Continued on page 32)_ ,/ 

i pc,Uce or::~2~s - killed by an ~-~-_-fa _ 

,
10

:~'. de:! :frie:id of the Dall::p ~tContmued from page 31) '1. 

po11ce, Jack Ri:by. - leai ,s when Dr. King was assaL 
:_~, . -- sinc,.ted, and I flew to Memphls 

· '.i r:e cc:::::-.try ch,rnged in th,! ancf interviewed all the witness~s 
nc:t five years, and, when Drl. that I could find. 
:i'.I~.rtin L1.:.t:,er King was killed, i1t The most important witness 
V' -:~ c.ecided. !h~t it was not nee'~ should have been the landlady of 
es:,~ry to emmnate the person the boarding house who rented 
cha::-ged with killing him. In fact, the room to the man who fired :ve l:,,d b!come so callous by the shot that killed Dr. King. 
~her, t::..:.t ., r.:·nes Earl Ray stood But she was so vague about ev­
m Oi:en court in his mini-trial erylhing - either she didn'.t 
c.nci s;:;ici: want to get involved or s/'~e 

••:; ~::,.:::_;n~2: \:·11.h my !a,vyer. I wasn't much of an observer. 
.:::s::;;:.:.~ •,.1;:1 t::.c :.:!t,rncy gener- ffO\vever, right next door to 
:,: · 'i-, . .;~-c "c'::::s a c,rnspiracy to th~ room that James Earl R~y, 
:.: :: ::r. z.:.:,:rL'l Z.::ti:cr King.' t or/ whoever the man was who 
T,:~ j:?dge did not even inquin: shbt Dr. King, was Charles Q. 
w 'O w~,s ir:voive:d in the conspir!- Stevens. He was the most astute 
:::cy. ?..e merely said, "Nevei: of all the observers I found. I 
mi:,::l ~!l2t. The question is talked with him about what he 
w:-:e:t::2r ~;ou still :)le:i.d guilty?" saw and the new tenant who , 
Ar.:i :-c:c;y s:1id, "yes, I do," and moved in next door. He heard 1 

he \':::s ss:-:t o!f for S9 years in the ,rian go to the bathroom sc!''.1- ! 
j::ii i:1 so:'..:~:::.7 confinement. era!: times. The bathroom tlirec\t- · 

:·.:s: :~:.:y C.,rn i.IT'.medlately ly c;verlooked _the motel balconl 
···~·"·· ...• _ ,;•-,--,•,,,,,., f wht:;re Dr. King was standi~ 
••'-•--~ '-'• ka•.•il<..~'4on er a 11ater. ' 
:~-~,;, ·.:·:::I to Jc:::g~ Battle 4 
, ·:::~ t:i.·:.:.J th{! nti:-~i-cas·e. 

1
li 
I 

U_!';:z: Judge Battle had a1 

re_;;.utaticn as a very honest and 

When Stevens heard the shot, 
he1 looked out of his room dcor 
an1l saw the new tenant running 
a\\ay with a rifle in his h:• r.d. 
Hd went to the police and g," ve 
a description of the man. The 
police made a drawing based on 
his verbal description. Stevens 
was considered to be the most 
important witness at that time. 

Stevens told me that the man 
was in his early 20s and could 
not have been more than 25. Of 
course, James Earl Ray is over 
40. The desci•iption Stevens gave 
me was clearly not that of 
James Earl Ray and he was 
clearly the best observer. 

i' MS: Did the police send 
1 out Stevens' description of 

.j the assassin? 
~ LANE: The police sent out not 
only the drawing of the man de­
scribed by Stevens, but also the 
name Eric Starvo Galt and fin­
gerprints they said belonged ,to 
Galt. It was not until consid(;r­
ably later that they came up 
with the name James Earl R:ty 
and that Ray's picture (different 
from Galt's) and Ray's finger­
prints ( different from those sent 
out as Gait's) were sent out. The 
Georgia Bureau of Investigation 
to1] this date states that it has 
t-w

1
o sets of pictures and two sets 

of fingerprints. 
i\Vhile you can argue that the 

man may have changed in 
terms of the picture, you can't 
make that same allegation about 
the fingerprints. The FBI was 
obviously talking about two dif­
ferent people even at that time 
but later they resolved it, for 
their own purposes, by saying 
that Eric Starvo Galt was th~.· 
same man as James Earl Ray. j 

MS: But what about the j 
different fingerprints? · 
ji..ANE: The FBI never went 

ii./1to that question at all. _ 

1 • !\IS: I understand you dis­
'cussed the King murder with 
New Orleans D.A. Jim Garri­
son on your return to foat 
city from Memphis. What 
were his impressions? 
LANE: Garrison is certain 

that the assassination of John :?'. 
Kennedy was a result of an in-

1t el li gen c e operafion and aL0 

l
, feels that the assassina.tio::. :,f i 
Martin Luther King was also the 
,result of intelligence work. One 
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nig::t, Garrison and I were in his 
slt;.-:·; ~i he wove a ~fairy 
talc;, abuut who Eric Starvo 

·!c;t.NF.:_-I don't know why they C'.au.~ht. I think that his ,,ri"inal' 
would, but ~hey did, and ·1ney co., ·story in Look magazine ·~va; ac~·I 
1t all the time. You r~mem~er, curate. He was given $12,000, 

Ga'.c r.:-ally w:is a nd how he was of course, when Mrs. V10la Lmz- moved around, and never kr:ew 
used. Ee s2id that if the opera- zo was killed (on a Southern why. 
tio:, was tile same as the opera- highway), in the car (of killers) ,. . . , .... 
tic,; :,ndirn;;:; Lee Harvey Os- was an FBI employee. This• l',.S. Woi;Jdnt he as .• why 
w:1\,, he wlluld tell me how Galt came out at that trial. No ;:ine lie was mysteriously told to 
w;,:; ,bed. paid too much attention to it, move about? 

~; \':a,; :t lo:1g, fanciful story but it should have shook the ,;on- I LANE: Why, as long as he 
whicl: wc:1t on for about an science of this country. t was bemg paid? Scotland Yard 
::c,;;;-. T:,c fantastic thing about I , The FBI man pointed a pistol said he had a numbered Swis.; 
,h.n story was that sever a 1 '°'ut of the window (like his KKK bank account, that was where he. 
V,\ .. cks after James Earl R:iy ct1mpanions) and said that he, was drawLrig funds from. Now, I 
\·::,, arrested, Ray gilVe his in- di\-in't fire at Mrs. Liuzzo but' h~~'!~ a real small-ti,..-::: h0~' 
formation to William Bradford mi:de believe he was going to. • 
llu:e. Huie ran two articles in Well, he had a loaded pistol, he frr,m the South set up a num­
I..oo!, magazine and the articles; could have stopped that murd(lr. bered Swiss bank account? , I 
were almost word-for-word wha'i: · He didn't try, but continued to dcn't know how to do it myself 

1 
Garrison had told me when hE, maintain his cover. And who ar d I'm a little more sophisticat­

' was just formulating a hypothe • really knows if he is not the o.n. e ed than he was supposed to be. ' 
I I l! 
sis about how an intelligence who fired the shot that killed 
:i.;.;ency would have used a man Mrs. Liuzzo? MS: Yet a lot of people 
like Galt or Ray. Give him mon- I have never heard of anybody a p Parent l y believe that 
ey, :110Yc ,1im around, not tell cMstising this FBI agent for not Jame£ Earl Ray was in-
i hi.r: what he was doing or tell preventing the murder. The FBI volved in the assassin:ition 
1 h:r., something dif.:erent from hai. a lot of strange people work- alone_ 
! '.\•:~~,'. :1e really was doing. ing for it, and Lee Harvey Os- \1, j;ANE: Anyone who b<:Ui~es 

it alone is willin~ to ·r:::,t is clearly what happened wald was certain 1 y not the 

1

, R~.y did 
• t: Oswald. According to Henr'y strangest 
I"•-.;~ ""• •· t · t r ',f · /

1 

,, (Continued. on page 35) '.: , , "''''- ,, .. e ms net a to.ney ,.1 . 
l :)a:;as) a:,d W:iggoner Carr (the . M'.S: Getting back to th~ ~ ' (('.(•;;;i~ui"" from µagl' 3-1).!': 
: ::!,Jrney general of Texas), who 1;1.:tng murder, wouldn't ~~ult i \'. . . . • i. -
hc,l-i ga\·e this information to the ::1gree that there-was a dcnbi· i·h(f,l1cve anyt~ing wh1_ch_,, th1:s /> 

; ':/;~,;,<!n c0 ,11mission, Oswald was 'I </,rate effort to let whoevei; ci ty wants han to beli.e\~ . I'. 
! wu,-,,,ng for the FBI on t_hc day · (Contim,ed on page 34) , MS: Ray is now m p1l f~r 
,::.:.'. 11<· w:1s l'.h:tr)'.Prl with the-- ·--.-·--

1
-
1
-· 3,>) •l!l )'ears :1ml his st•crl'l 1s 

' · l I' 'J (Co11t111·1,·1 r01n ,){lac - , • • , 
i .c·:::,·:-::n:,:,on of l'rt•'.at t•11I ,,·n1Hj' · 1 lod1t'<I up with him. 
\ d·, :1,, 1•1:1:: l'l11ployt•d _for so11tt;'·: 1-:'ilh-tl ldn1: 1·s1·apr"! Ami nol 1.,\Nt•:: 'l'nw. 1 wou!d 1:1v<• 
: :;:11,· :11;,1 \\';ttl,: ;u1d (.;1rr k111:":V ,inly rrom (he lllllrlll'I' S('('IH', 'a11ylh11w l<) talk with hllll ;111<! 

: ,,:.,.;,·\ ly_ w:1:1I. his sal,ll'y was a11d 1\1t also f;-1)111 Hie country'! : get that story. llul ttwn• i.~ no 
! i·.:1, 1·: lus s::u't:t FBI number. i'.ANE: Yes, There was sup- way l can c,'en l'.omnJUnicatc 
; .. :Js~, al~;, v~,~; able to be mo1:cd , posed to be a great manhunt for with him to let him lrnow. '. want 
; ~-: ·;~:1~ ;'_Lc,."sc he was f~llowmg I Eric Starvo Galt, yet it was to sec him. You know it ls a bit 
\ u ,l,:.J,:, uom the F~I. Smee he James Earl Ray they finally funny. Originally, he had an ~Id ; v:::~ ~n undercover mf~rmant, he .:nded up catching. He went f:om l~iu Klux Klan _and_ segregat1om_st 
: \, ~~n t con c er~ e d if he was the South to Canada, an-1ved tawyer from 81rn11ngllam. I wi.ls 
1 as?::~ . tc do ratner, str~nge or thJ'~e in a small community f- teased with that because, \1-
' c~a tn~ngs - never KnOV.:mg that whhe three sets of identification tilough l'w not inclined . towa_r,:ls . 
wna~ _ne_ really w~s domg was weJ·e made available for him. J the KKK as you can unagirr,, i 
estacl1shmg a trail that would , J __ this was an anti-establishment 
ulLma1e1y. lead to h'ill: after the "l\!~: '-:et he wasn't_ arres :i guy. So he said I'm going. to 
ass.assmation of President Ken- ed m Canada, but m Eng- prove that there was a c_onsp1ra-
nec:y. ~ land. cy. ·'There was a conspiracy of 

. I,~s: Many p e op I e don't '/ LANE: He was arrested by the Communists." . 
;:::c to believe things Jile / Scotland Yard doing something Well, the Communist~ obv10us­
.:,at. Why would the FBI , that a guy on the run wanted for ly didn't want Martin Luther 

. :-.:re a man like Lee Harvey ~ murder wouldn't do. Ray was King dead, but I was happy that 
· Oswald? ju~t changing planes in Lond?fi· a guy took the cast! who would 

WeU, if you are just chang1tjg not say that 'there was no COii­

planes you don't have to t:o spiracy and hiclc all the facts. I 
thr'pugh customs ot immigrati0:11- ct!·1n't care what his conclusions 
H~· did and that's when he was. ere about who was involved. J. 

· vanted to see what facts he 
tould uncover and make avail- i 
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:ihlt!. !~ill then they q u j ck I y I· 1 , .1 , • , • , 
I''"""""'-·· im ar d b ., . . -·· .inr ccll.)CI at1on. \ Olli Olll} ctc­
, ------ " ' I I rougnt Ill LIIC ife11se i. 'th· t t' - . -··• 
old Tcx:i.s-lJascd cstahlishmcnt .. · ,' ,. s. a. ~ou ac cu '".'!'~• 
fr'urc Pe'"C" Foreman h .,I\ cl.,• 'l'. ou can t act 1mpuls1vely 

' 0 ' • J • w O was if vot1 at ct d , d · brou•·ht in for awhile t J s own an p.anne 1t 
,. 0 repre- in advance 

s0:1l Jal:, I,uby as w..-.11 · 
0 l 

r t· So· vou have the :s·tran!!t' [)heno-
1 c o, nc most a m a z i n g , ~ 

t:1lngs I've cv('r seen on network menona. in all these trials of 
TV was after Foreman had done. both the defense and the prose­
this :·m;ig:1ificent" job _ m~rely 'cut10n agr:eeing_ in advance that 
gol .11s client lockec up for gg · they _aren t going to show any 
yeJ.rs in so,itary confinement, he: conspiracy. So even in the longer 
w:is asked if there had been a : trials,_ like the Ruby trial and 
con3piracy. Foreman said, "No, the ·Sirhan trial, longer than.1the 
n~ .. I thought there might have !(1al of. J~!11es Earl Ray -\and 
l)_,c:,i ::t- the beginning_ Rut r I he trial of Lee Harvey Os-

ha_:'c rnvesti.:;:!ted ei·cry, ~; wald, ~ert,!rnly, nothi~g co\;1~s 
asp<.:d of lhe case and no\iri'm~ out \\. htch 1s relevant. rhe b:'ts1c 
ahso!Utcly convinced that there 11 queSllOn, "who was involved in 
was 110 conspiracy... I, the c O n s Piracy?" never gets 

. I\ asked because of the tacit agree-
so the reporter asked, "Didi• ment between the prosecution 

you ask_ yoti~ chent 1f there was ii and defense even before the trial 
..i conspiracy?" Foreman thought,! t,egins. 
for a moment and then replied, i, . . . 
"Nu, I never asked him that." i\ In th~ minl-tnal of James Earl 

ii Ray, his name is hardly men-
ns: How could Foreman :! honed. I just finished reauing 

;:,:ndt:ct an invrstigation, for P the transcript of that trial ·and 
,;;;ppos,,cay two months, to 1

\ nothing was really pres en t e d 
,::-.cl ,::.:t if i1is client. had ,. '.i which sh~wed that Ray wa, in 
i:cen a ,)art of a conspiracy / i' anyway 1 n v o Ive d. But ~hat 
·,r he didn't even discuss it I w~.n•t necessary because he had 
1·1itl1 tis client? ! \ enttred a plea of guilty. 

LA~E: He didn't have to. His· Oi course, the best thing for 
; jub w;.;s to get Ray sent away to t~~e _who believe in assassina­
. j:..il -«nd to prevent any detailed t10ns 1s to have the alleged as­
inform:ition from reaching the sassin removed, as they did in 
i\nwrw.;n people about who ac- Dallas with Lee Harvey Oswald, 
tually killed Dr. King. and then you don't even have 

1 
the formality of a trial there's 

; MS: He did that w.'11 and Jnothing! ' 

i;c ~ot paid very handsomelj· ! ([n the ~th and . final install- I 
:'° LooL j m~nl of th1.s exclusive interview · 
·LANE: Oh yes. Something hap-1 with Mark ... ane, the noted at~or- . 

pened in the Ruby trial which ;-'.s n_ey. tal~s abou_t future assass1~a­
a pi::rfect example. Everybody tiois, right ","lng con_trol_ of the 
involved was trying to pro:ve U .. 'i", the CIA~ ass~ssmat1?n p(-o­
that there was no conspira:\y. grar,. and his V1C~-pr_es1dential 
Ti1e government was trying - to r~c.le m the last . ~

1
.ection on a 

prove it because it is their posi- tic~ hea~ed by D,~,c Gregory.) 
t:on Lhat there is never a con- · -· 

! spiracy in any of these things 1 
• 

i a:1d they know if you untap 
some evidence, there is a lot : 
mo?'.! t~~.::dcnce of various other; 
ac~~iviti;- s that \vi:: co1ne ouL ! 

r,1S: But what about the 

~A:-l2: \':.:::'.!, if Jae!-: Ruby W.'iS I 
trying to escape the death pem.l- ' 
ty; it h.:-.d to be shown that the.~e '\ 

. w, s no premeditation or delib~r-
at: on. Of course, conspiracy· is 
al1solute proof of premeditation I 
.. ------------ -- I 
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''•Prea w· 
c~:~,ludleAr­

~; ~um 'Jr.; today r& •d to grant an appeal of 
his. May 26 ruling in wbldl 
be denied Jam,,, EIU'l. llay's 
motion for a new trial. · 

The req11e9t ·for .an appeal 
was ptetJeDted by two of 
Ray's attorneys, Richard J. 
Ryan of -MemIW11 aiid J. B. 
Stq~. $-.varmah,•-Ga. 
_ Jf~ ; tf,.e. brief hear· 
iri'g; the lawyers said tpejr 
~t "Jimpe for 
malifY" ~ it was discra: 
tions.ry _ with the joclgo to 
sign~ order of-appeal. 

They _said their next· step 
would. he 'tii file a ~tion 
asking, the Teainessee Crimi• 
nal 'Court of ,;\ppeals to re­
view Judge Faquin's deci• 

~~:~~ guilty March 
10 :lo the murtlet of Dr. M,ar;, 
tm:Lu1-i'. -l{lag 8li4 is ll9W 
pn,ing;a ~ sentence in . ~ •te penitentiary at ...... •, --
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Fired~f;dn · t'1 

N~--.':.. J· - .. :~ I 
(UPI) - T~euee. Corree. _ own hedwrttlai W - of 
tions CoDimflld.mler !Iatty s~ the crime." · · · 
Avery, aecaee4 of wdng his po,/ Bay is serving • ·•nar -f 
sitioil :to gatlter facts about term :Ip the Tenn__. atat.e 
Jamee Earl .'Bay for a bqokt prison it Nuhville. . '- · -'.· · ~­
was -- t_Ot'lay by Gov. Bu7 _ The controversy ovet.·Say • 
ford Ellington. . was not Avery'& firlt. Ht .i,o 

]M.Dgton said only that had been criticized for Uli,1)g • 
Aver,, was dismissed after ait prison inmate as bis ehauf­
inve&t!gation ''regarding . ·ref. feur;·tn4 the Intt~As­
ce:n.t ·-m,nts in the Correttientl soctetiodi' of Cldets of Pcdldt 
:o...-.ai." He muacktl to had i,qu,ci a lligbly_ e$1oal re,, 
a,liWW ~ eon~ POrt ea the Commi8sloner's of­
the details -of the dilmissaL _ flee _ and atate prison opeq.- . 

Avery said- .Jte had DO plans tions. - . . ~ 
Write a book about'Bay, ''at 

thl$ . time." He added -~ 
situation ndgb,t artse· that I 
wcnJld tldnk it wou1d be pro­
pritlou .for nie:to write an ar­
ticle about pe.nold,gy or inves­
tigative work." 

Robert w. ,lfll1 of _Cbatta­
D00.18, on• of,~_~ttorneYs, 
charg~ • ~:uo-~t m,:r..a~-
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RAY 5/19 AJ 

I 
NASHVILLEa TtNN. CUPI>--STATE CORRECTIONS COMMISSIONER HARRY 

s. AVERY SAID MONDAY THAT KE HAD RECEIVED INFORMATION OF A PLOT TO 
KILL JAMES EARL RAY. .. 

A li~r=o~1:llt:HJtlHJs~ivo~li'P:¥'i~~ ~:lfcI~f~ ~ER~Ei~~i81rw1NG 
THE .CONVICTED KILLER or DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. HE ADDED THE 

'f
DENTITY or THE CALLER HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED AND TH£ CONSPIRACY HAS 
SOME FOUNDATION.• . I H£ SAID THE INCIDENT OCCURRED MARCH 11A THE DAY AFTER RAY PLEADED 

J!1~Ior¥o"it~i'ifvA1:9Miir:u~[:~~~tY A¥¥~ :T~~l·J~1~gN~ITH THE 

\ 
AVERY WOULD NOT DISCLOSE THE IDENTITY or HIS INFORMER OR OTHER 

DETAILS or THI ALLEGED CONSPIRACY. . 
ONE or RAY'S ATTORNEYS.,_ ROBERT w. HILL JR.!.J_ CHARGED MONDAY 

THAT AVERY WAS KEEPING RAY IN MAXIMUM SECURITY IN ORDER TO GET HIS 
STORY FOR A BOOK. 

F 1 052 Ff: DT • • 

4:~- 3x'i .. i fl ---~~_:~ 
., IAY 88-

i6MAY2'7ffl's;-- 4 
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eLoac 
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Sulliva 
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. IAY 5/1• RX O . 
-, NASIYILL~ TENN 1 (UPI>•- All:S EAIL RAY RAS NORMAL INTELLI G[NC[_.,_ 

DO[S NOT . A..-rt:AI TtJ SE N:AI . CES FOR PRISON AND CIVIL 
ADJUSMNT Alt '!GUAIDED, • A ltt Pll N l[POIT SHOWED TUESDAY. 

THE CCNVICTED KILLER or • "ARTIN LUTltl KING JR. WOULD NOT 
DISCUSS ffl CRlfllt IITll A TEAM or IffttRYIIVEIS, PSYCHoloGISTS1 
MINISTERS MD OfllERS IUIJNC.TII! TIO PIOIITHS III HAS BEIN LODGED IN 
nit MAIUftJ" ffCU1tlff IINC Of Tit TENNESSEE STATE PRISON. 

HE SAIi) HE mn11t1> tc MAKI: Afff stAtlPENT m: HAD To MAK£ To THE j 
COURTa . . 

il:POi¥11Af~ 'I ili1l~Ll,#ltl~ I: ffll:I=:1:i:~sT!~s~iRi~NLY · 
1 NOT Clfllltlllt;AT!YE& ALL!tBMI MIWtlS VERE Bll[F AND Ht DID NOT 

[LA~Alhlot:l1x~Ar1Jo .•1,· TIii: 11:POIT SAID THAT •n:sTS INDICATE 
, EI,HT,_NOR"AL !1'TtLLI (!UT 1'11[) PROGNOSIS FOR PRISON AND CIVIL 

DJUST,a,;NT APPEARS ;uu••·· . 
AfTER THt ITATt IJEPAIMNT or COlltCTIONS ltLEAS[D THE REPORT1 

T WAS AROUNCED THAT Ht WILL ltMAlN IN THE fi'IAXIMUM SECURITY WING or 
McrwH~tONs COMMISSIONl:R HARRY AVERY SAID THAT THE CLASSIFICATION 
PROCESS VAS CO"Pl.ET[D ANI> IAY COULD IICEivt FAMILY VISITORS AND HAVE 
MAIL PIUVILEf:IS. - . . 

1 •1 ISf.tTHlft~~~ ~uAT~u¥H~~Ir~gfrtA~c~iI::~~TA6~
0:rI~irit~fTE 

BASIS WOULD BE CRUEL AND UNUSUAL TREATMENT.• 
])[PtJTY COMMISSIONER WELDON W. COX P!:RMITTED NEWSMEN TO SEE THE 

1
REP0RT~ • .!!urSAID THAT MUCH or TH[ INFORMATION CONCERNING RAY'S 
BACKGRuun~~VAS UNVERIFIED. 

I [M7t,()~:D 
, ' ,... 

v Y - ~ 'b J0,,/ -,,,f _ 
NO"!" flECORDE:D -

133 MAY 1 7 1969 

·-·-
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Callahan ---
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Gale 
Rose 
Sulliv 
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Tele. Room --
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I 
'

ASHVILLE--JAl£S EatffXt CONVICTED KILL[R or MARTIN LUTHER KING, 
HA COMPLETED HIS CLI T A ION PROCESS AT THE TENNESSEE STATE 
FE TENTlAIY BUT WILL l'IAIM .IN MAXIMUM SECURITY, TH£ STATE \ 
CO ECTIONS DEPARTMENT AlfNOUNCED TODAY• l 

WELDON.W. cox~ DEPUTY COMMISSIONER, SAID HE DID NOT KNOW WHEN 
RAY WILL BI MOVED FROM HIS SMALL, ISOLAT£D CELL WHERE HI HAS BEEN 

' HOUSED SINCE MARCH 11. · 
· ,113--ta22t PED 

! r; . t· 
'I•' 

·' 

~~M~V~1.a WASHINGTON CAPITAL NEWS SERVICE 
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(Mount Cllpplng In Space Below) 

' 
..... _____ .., __ ,.. .... _-~.--....... ---... -

-State tells .-C~cirt 
Ray W awed 'Right·.· 

· . · a,•ov,a.lWIILmN . 
. : i ,..,.,,. •• '""'"""" 

:The•. state todaycmitit,(ed that JameJ .. · Ear~.~wa.i~ . 
his Tight to a new trial 8llli appeal~ he-p · :pijty . 
611d accepted a 99-year prison term in the ilapltgol.Dr.· 
Martin Luther King. Jr. . ' - . . 
·. The state flied its answer opposing Ray's motion for a 
_, •trial· Wore ~-~ . .Juilae Arthur Faquin. Rob­
ert K. Dwyer; ;ex.cutive .a,.sistlmt attorney general, filed the 
state's reply. __.....,-__ .,.,._· -.....-.,----
- ·Judge Faqum willl'lear,ar- · 
8JUnents on the ~·i'fay 
atl•·· . ) .. - -.- ,-. . . 
::'Accompanying the state's 
~ was. a copy of a peti­
:fta.. ·fer, ~iver amt !l~cept­
ajlce of the guilty plea· 
~ .by Ray. an4 . his !or­
mer attorney, Percy Fore-
~«~ . - ·, .. 

~~-1~:~~e :!r!; 
~ve•:IU\Y, riglit ·I rrta.y< 91' 
l>uld' f,av_e to a motion for . -·~,. . . . . . ' 

Wi,i=.:~ ,~) 
~t•~~-.. · r 
" ... ';\,,. ,f,.'. ";.:, . -~.·t·:(; 
':4 ~' \ . "~ ' :. ~ i~ • ''ti:' , ... 1· 

fOP CUPPINI 
DATED_.$ rJ c :,, 

7 

l~e Judge ;w_ ·Pristoil Bat• 
de, ·· irilo presi~ ~t · the 
guilty plea'proceedings, a&k­
ing for a new trial shortly 
before Battlcf .s death. 

Ray ,ia ~t.o be~ 
turned to l.\te,mfJhis. from-the 
state penitentiary at Nash­
ville for the MIO' ~:he~. 

,.:: 

//f--32 Jt. /_ 
' -

NOT RECORDE FRnur-· -
• .il~I J;:__z;. -; <?J"· f'.t:._( II// ~i 

,\,4Rf<EO FILE AND INITIAl.8J 
/!//t,A /.~ JB:4 MAY 17 1969 

.- --...... 
-'OMAY~l 19CJ 
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