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B:: Pau! W. 1:alentine 
\\'-1,j1:ni.:~on ~o;t. St:aif \Vritcr 

:\IE:lf PHIS, Tenn., l\Iarch 11 i 
-Court officials in Memphis i 
said t_?clay the controversial I 

r""l'ti,,,ir.s, c1on of the James Earl 
'-11(:iy case was cfcartcr·m·-m1--J1··. 
~e with th<' Southern Chris-

tian Lradcrship Confrrrnc-e, 
and with Core\l;i King, widow!' 
of the flev. Dr. :vlartin Luthrr, 
10B~ct~ -the ,igreeme~t-t-:aJ 

, ;',)rs. King and SCLC officials! 
' - . - ---.~----,-
1·r11r,i·u-:(1y approved, Ray was 
;.;in•n a fJcJ.year prison sen­
lcncc-wii hr,ut a trial-after 
nlc:irlin;! guiity to the assas­
~in,;tiGn of Dr. King last April 

""';rust.icC' Department officials I 
;~; ';;;;shington wc,n, notified\ 
ni 11H! nlan i:--, ac:vancc and I 
i·ai,ccl no objections, it was 
}r·;1' ·1~:c1. _ ... , .. - . · -:--~ 

;~ ;,:_:·:.; s ;:, c: e d y ~-r ntcnr1ng ! 
.. I 

""'.'.!.:·,-:;:~:- ~::~hnnt a _vr.~~!;.e~ 
,,,·.--r·.·,;,,,10:1 of e\·;dcnce 1n 
~:1r. case. ~tirri:ci widespread 
co;tt1·0,·0rs~·. 

Some :\"egro leaders charged 
that the arrangement was. a 
"cover up" to prevent dis­
closure of a conspiracy beh~nd 
the assassination. Mrs. Km~ 
herself and some SCLC off1-
ci,,ls ;-.lso contended t!::.~-~ 
\;as ·part "'of a conspiracy. --

There was also criticism of 
th~ ~~angement fr~m-. :uch 
papers as The New · York 
Times, which said the decision 
not to air the full case in pub­
lic was "a shocking breach of 
faith with the American 
people." 

Officials involved in the 
case here, however, said the 
decision to dispense with the 
trial in exchange for Ray's 
guilty plea was based on a 
variety of considerations, in­
rl uding the consent of Mrs . 
. King and SCLC leaders. They: 

l;.;aici-as ,Justice Department: 
'officials ln Washington have 
said-that there was no evi-

1 cience of a conspiracy that 1 

could have been presented. i 
The agreement, in the judg-1 

ment of the court officials, j 
n1es "~h';!_ l\'~tion's requirement) 
for Jusrrce. · - · · > ~t 

0 

' :'he ,approach to Mi_:s. !{jzy; I 
was ·made by the Tennessee 
p r o s e c u t o r, Phil Canale, i 
through her lawyer. Canale i 
also consulted, it was reported 

1 

here, directly with officials ofi 
SCLC, the civil rights organi-

. zation Dr. King led at the time 
of his murder. 

"He (Canale) wanted to get 
their general feeling about the 
agreement," a highly placed 
official said. "Mind you, what 
they said was not controlling. 
We often consult with the 
family and relatives about the 
sentence arrangement, even in 
routine cases." 

He said Mrs. King and 
SCLC "generally agreed" with 
the decision to avoid a trial 
although "some of the SCLC i 

I officials said they wanted . to i 
reserve their right to claim I 
there was a conspiracy behind. 
Ray." 

After Hay's scnlcncing on 
Monday, Mrs. King made no 
specific · criticism of the ar­
orangcment. She said, "For the 
moment we have been spared 
a trial which would compel us 
to relive the fearfully tragic 
even'ts of his death. But we 
,realize this is but a respite." 

! 
She went , on to urge . that 

both Tennessee and Federal I 
authorities continue their in-, 
vestigation "until all who are 

1 responsible for this crime are 
1 

apprehended." I 
Dr. King's successor as head I 

of SCLC, the Rev. Ralph: 
David Abernathy, issued a 
similar statement. 

Ray's formal plea of guilty 
to murder in the first degree 
'got him a 99-year sentence, 
which bars him from parole 
eligibility until the year 2018, 
when he would be 90 years 
old. 

If he had been given a 
lstraight 1 if e sente~!i.. .. ~ 
~: .. _ • '••' • ::Jfl!?' i H' • O O '•· ........ • ·•. 
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would have been eligible for. 
C ::'> i..-- _:, 

parole in 12% years. 
It is known that during de­

licat<' nc:::Pti~tions with court 
ai:d prosecution officials,,. 
R:iy's attornpy, PPrcy F,ore­
rnan, asked Judge W. Preston 
Ballle whether he would im­
pose the lighler sentence. 

,Judge Battle reportedly re­
fused that proposal and said 
he would impose no less· a sen­
tence than 99 years because 
"the crime was too great." 

Prosecutor Canale, accord-· 
ing to court sources, also f<'lt 
that the !l9-year requirement 
was non-negotiable. 

Foreman was in a weak bar-
1 gaining position, it was .said, 
because he knew the case 
against Ray was "airtight" and · 
Ray "might have gotten the 
chair" if he had gone to trial 
before a jury. 

Dr. Kin;.; was shot with a 
rifle on the evening of April 4 
as he stood on a balcony of 
t:1c motel at which he was 
sl a:1;ng in downto-wn Mem­
phis. 

,c rifle· found outside a 
: r,,o!:1i ng house a c r o s s the , 
street from the motel balcopy 
led to Ray's eventual arrest in 
London on June 8, 1968. 

At the time of his arrest- • 
and subsequently-there were · 
widespread rumors that Ray 
had been the instrument of a 
conspiracy to assassinate· Dr. 
King. These rumors were en- ·· 
couraged by Ray himself in 
inter.riews with the writer, 
William Bradford Huie, who , 
paid Ray more than $30,000 
for exclusive rights to his 
story. And at the time of his. 
sentencing on Monday, Ray 
said in court he could "not ac­
cept" the official theory that 
there was no conspiracy. 
l However, Justice Depart­
Jment officials and the FBI, as 
well as the Tennessee prose­
cutors, insist that there ls no 
evidence that Ray had any 
accomplices. 

Prosecutor Canale said that 
if any evidence of a conspira­
cy comes to light "the con­
spirators will be promptly and 
vigorously prosecuted." .. ____ ..,.. 

\~- ' #___,, ~ ',, ~ 

0 0 

r:::· 
i.·. 
'1i 
~ 

A"'oc!ated Press 

... · · = James 'Earl Ray is __ led in chains to State Prison in Nashville. ~ ,,. 
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\/ 
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,~ ;1 prh'ht conmtillee formed here to '1investig:te) 
_assassinatio1~s," and he:ided br._Pernar~_l'.:cn~ter­
wald Jr., former counsel to the Senate Judiciary 
sub-commfttee on Administrative Practices, sa!d 
that a man phctcgraphed :..1 Dallas an hour after 

: President John F. Kennedy's murder may be the [ 
• , real killer of Dr. :.Iartin Luther King. He said the 
• \photo mat~hed the artist's sketch of the man who 
• killed Dr. King. The FBI had no comment. 
. --- ------ . . "/\"f'l___ ,. 

fr Jr~~: r1 
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TEE D!NOCULARS, CANALE SAID 1 WERE BOUGHT IN iJr:t1?HI S. 
l'.E: SAID T:-iE TRA:,JSISTOP. RADiu ?RCVED t·'.CRE ?UZZLH!G. i.1:.:_ ?L/l.STI: 

C.t.sr:: WAS SCRATCHED IN ONE SPOT AND WHZN FEDERAL AGE~·'.TS r=sr=: IT 
TEEY FOUND T:iZ !~:.n,;BZR ')0416. 

AFIT~ MATCEI:~G FP'.GERPRINTS FO!JND ON THE RIFLE AND CTE:::::C. IT::::.:s 

~

: T1:E: i3AG FITE THOSE OF MISSOURI PRISON ESCAPER JM'.ES '.::P.T:L ~.;·:, 
~ RP.DIC ;:YsT:::RY V:AS SCLVED. 

RAY'S SERIAL ~:utrnEP. IN PRISON l-:AS 00416. Hi:: A?PI\R£~,:TL'! ,c,u:-;::T 
'.E R.t.rIG ~;HILE HE WAS AT THE MISSOURI STATE PRISC;•: IF J::FFE~sc:: 

CITY, r,;o.,. CANALE SAID,AND TRIED TO OBLITERATE n:r:: i;ur-::ERS. 
T:'.Z PRuSECUTOR SAID T:rIS vJAS THE ONE ITEM CF :C::VI DEr:c::: ?,t:: 

As;::::D TO SEE A FEEK AGO TODAY HHEN HE PLEADED GUILTY TC r:URD:::7: 
CHAEGi::S .4ND ACCE?TED A $9-YEAR PRISON T.::Rn. 

C/\::ALE EX?LAHJED RAY TOOK THE STEP HE DID AFTER TELLH~t; l:IS 
ATTOR~r::Yi ?ERCY ~CRtr:AN,. THAT HE WOULD BE FREE: FIT:~I:,;r; Tro '!'.::.~.Rs. 

\ 
T!'.'c: D ST?.ICT ATTCRtn:Y SAID HE DID :rnT :-<Nm: WHZTHE?. ?.P'.Y '.'LA;\::~D TO 

sr.:E''. FRE:E DCt·i LEG ALLY CR TERO UGH AN ESCAPE. 
CL4 57 AES 

3-11 

LtJ~ .. >vCJ-h-n Ch~ 
[I ~ --
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CRAY) 

FASHINGTON--CHAIRMAN JAMES O. EASTLAND, D-MISS., OF TEE SENP,TE 

JUDICJ ARY COMMITTEE, EXPRESSING DOUBT THAT THE ASSASSHiATICN C? 

MARTIN LUTHER KING T/AS "THE WORK OF ONE ttAN," SAID TODAY HE 1/AS 

AS SE MB LI N G ALL THE F ACTS IN THE SL ft. Y IN G • 

, "TEERE HAS BEEN AND THERE ARE NOW SOME QUESTIONS IN t·lY ti.IND ON '.': 
. THIS INCIDENT," EASTLAND SAID IN A STATEMENT. "I HAVE DOUBTS THAT 
.,THIS KILLING \•JAS THE wORK OF ONE iv:AN." 

EASTLAND SAID HE WAS ACTING AS CHAIRMAN OF .IliE SENATE n:TERNAL 
. SECURITY SUBCOMMITTEE BUT IN HIS STATEMENT DII1"7J\DD THAT HE 1:-1AS 

AUNCHING AN INVESTIGATION INTO THE KILLING OF KING. 
EASTLAND SAID HE WAS "ASSEr'iBLING ALL AVAILABLE FACT~ ••• IN AN 

EFFORT TO ANSWER SOME QUESTIONS IN MY MIND." 
THE ~ISSISSIPPI SENATOR SAID THAT JA~~S EARLY RAY WHO BEGAN 

SERVING A 99-YEAR SENTENCE TODAY AFTER PLEADING GUILfY TC THE t<U?DER, 
IND IC A TED THERE WAS A CONS PI RACY WI TH A "BLOND LATIN" t-:AN, VEO 
PROVIDED THE ASSASSIN WITH FUNDS. 

'\ 
11 THE OBVIOUS QUESTION IS -- WERE THERE COMMUNISTS INVOLVr:D," 

· EASTLAND SAID. 
3 / 12 --GE427P 

$4MA~6\869 

;(IJ-W:. I :t-6/ :G ½ \.\ -
~~~mfi& to ;N~ ' '1 ,0,-'::~HING TON CAP!T AL NEWS SERVICE 
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UPI -13 5 
ADD 1 RAY WASHINGTON CUPI-128) 

EASTLAND EMPHisIZED THAT HE HAD NC DIRECT INFORMATION AND ADDED, 
"! AM Sit"'.PLY RAISING SOME QUESTIONS THAT ARE IN MY MIND. 11 

EASTLAND SAID HE vJANTED TO KNOW HO'W RAY KNEW THAT KING v.1AS GOIN,; 
TO BE IN TEE LORRAINE MOTEL IN MEMPHIS WHERE THE SEOOTHlG TOOK PLACE; 
HO~ RAY KNE~ THE LOCATION OF KING'S ROOMt• HOW RAY KNE~ KING WOULD 
coME ouT oN THE BALCONY WHERE HE WAS sHo 1 AND Hov.i RAY KN£\,.' WEERE TO } 

\ 

GET A ROOM WHICE GAVE HIM THE ANGLE TO F IHE THE FATAL SHOT. 
"IT IS OBVIOUS TO ME TP.AT SOMEONE INSIDE. THE MOTEL ADVISED RAY, .. 

EASTLAND SAID. 
HE ADDED "THE MATHEMATICAL ODDS THAT KING WOULD STE? FRO~; A CERTAIN 

ROOM CNTO A BALCONY DIRECTLY INFRONT OF A WOULD-BE ASSASSIN ARE 
H'.POSSI ELE TO CALCULATE. 

"ONLY A MAN ARMED WITH DETAILED ANI" ACCURATE INFORMATION COULD 
HAVE POSITIONED HIMSELF TO FIRE ·THE FATAL SHOT." 

EASTLAND ADDED HE WAS ALSO PUZZLED AS TO "WHO ASSISTED AND ADVISED 
RAY IN THE INTRICACIES OF INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL." 
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Tolson ___ _ 
Deloach __ _ 
Mohr ____ _ 
Bishop ___ _ 
Casper ___ _ 
Callahan __ _ 
Conrad ___ _ 
Felt ____ _ 
Gale ____ _ 
Rosen ___ _ 
Sullivan ___ _ 
Tavel ___ _ 
Trotter ___ _ 

Tele. Room __ 
Holmes ___ _ 
Gandy ___ _ 

, U?I-134 

·1 CCPRECTION: 
HJ RAY, WASHINGTON CUPI-128) READ 3?.D PGH X X X SUBCO~TITTEE BUT 

I' EIS STATE~ENT DID NOT ADD THAT HE WAS XX X ETC. I 
v:cr,s 
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The Washington Post 

Times Herald ______ _ 

The Washington Daily News ___ _ 

The Evening Star (Washington)f:l::...i3" 

The Sunday Star (Washington>RNAL 
Daily News (New York) ____ _ 

Sunday News (New York) ___ _ 
New York Post _______ _ 

The New York Times ____ _ 

The Sun (Baltimore) ------
The Daily World -------
The New Leader ______ _ 

The Wall Street Journal ____ _ 

The National Observer -----
People's World _______ _ 

Examiner (Washington) ____ _ 
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Mr_ Callahan __ _ 
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Date:3/11/69 
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Author: 
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Casper-~--
Callahan __ _ 
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Felt~ Gale 
Rosen 
Sullivan 
Tavel ___ _ 
Trotter ___ _ 

Tele. Room __ 
Holmes ___ _ 
Gandy ___ _ 

yf 

. Url -95 • ADD RAY MEMPHIS 

\ 
THE JURY C~NVICTED RAY OF THE KING MURDER AND -- AS IT HAD 

1 P OMISED -- SEN1ENCED HIM TO 99 YEARS IN PRISON. \ 
3/10-"GE 13 7P 
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