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“The public is totally baffled. It seeshs
ﬁn;dteralmmmoacﬁvitymmm
was suddenly a tremendous effort

e to end this sordid tale quickly. Judge
Battle’s staternents about the siur

on fomphzs good name would lead you to
*_thatmngrbemoithewgw ne
the city fathers. Mayhe there.

muzeling of everyone mnmd;ed ’
trial by the most stringent pre-tel
in American history. Sure, the rights
accused have to be protected, ad,.
case is -pot- closed, the in
secrecy to proceed. ‘But even i
whet Ray, wwm f_
to e teld-the full story as soon as plinibie:
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~ymmée with the Southern Chris-

—Court officials in Memphis

tian Leadership  Conference:
and with Coretta King, widow
of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King Ir.

Under the agreement that

PRSI

iMrs. King and SCLC ofﬁma]s'
Jepartedly approv ed, Fay was]
siven a 93-year prison sen-
tence—without a trial—after
pleading guilty to the assas-
sination of Dr. King last April
*t

“Tustice Department officials|
in \Washington were notified
6f the plar in advance andj
raised no objections, it wasl

1
I el

IR

" routine cases.”

prosecutor, Phil Canale,!
through her lawyer. Canale;

5‘722 r:‘?ﬂ,’,f’ olfhfhec?]r:tr:\%‘sreg;?} also consulted, it was reported, Holmes
[EATN NS . « v : ’ . s e H -
ng;a ¢ ense was olSAredTR ETL here, directly with officials of| Gandy

SCLC, the civil rights organi-
‘zation Dr. King led at the time
of his murder.

“He (Canale) wanted to get
their general feeling about the
agreement,” a highly placed
official said. “Mind you, what
they said was not controlling.
We often consult with the
family and relatives about the
sentence arrangement, even in

He said Mrs. King and
SCLC “generally agreed” with
the decision to avoid a trial
although “some of the SCLC:
officials said they wanted to|
reserve their right to claim
there was a conspiracy behind!
Ray.”

Tele. Room

5/' . o Bishop £
M e Zadd, SCLC Cleared | o i
i —1 T ) £ ¢ 1
Liaci o L U@Q Lk Uu@&r@@ \// J/ICQ‘J:‘E']J?ZG“
a
R i Eiotals S s
e s D O T O S HT AT ' v /
LSO CILLETICE, Ui ICTIOLE SAY Sole —
v - (..\ “/ "
By Pau! W. Valentine i 'Sulllvan __:.,....__
Wishiaeion Post Stalf Writer ; The approach to Mrs. Klqg Tavel
MEMPHIS, Tenn., March 11| wés ‘made’ by the Tennessee' Trotter

s speeds sentencing ‘ After Ray's senlencing on
. o Monday, Mrs. King made no
™ withont a prelengeds specific - criticism of the ar- /
» aiion of evidence in rangement. She said, “For the The Washingtér Post 14'" [ -
the case, stirred widespread moment we have been spared Times Herald W as =§
controversy. a trial which would compel us : : -
Some Negro leaders charged to relive the fearfully tragic The Washington Daily News
that the arranﬁ‘ement was a events of his death. But we The Evening Star (Washington)
“1L0\ er Ufp tﬁgpﬁign;eh?ﬁ realize this is but a respite.” The Sunday Star (Washington)
closure ol a o She went .on to urge.that . .
the assassination. Mrs. King both Tennessee and Federall Daily News (New York) &
herself and some SCI;C‘ ?,m authorities continue their in-! Sunday News (New York) T
cials, &1so, contended t“'g"’""” vestigation “until all who arel New York Post &
was part "of a conspiracy 7 i respor})lsirll)‘liidfgr this crime are ) The New York Times :
There was also crxt1c1sm of apprene .
e Dr. King's successor as head The Sun (Baltimore)
the ar'rangement from such l - .
of SCLC, the Rev. Ralph; The Daily World
papers as The New ' York David Abernathy, issued @ The New Leader
Times, which said the decision similar statement. e €
not to air the full case in pub- Ray’s formal plea of guilty The Wall Street Journal
lic was “a shocking breach of to tm}l:.rder mgs;d;:afrwsste:fgreee The National Observer
faith with the Ameri gol nim a oo ence, ’
people.” merican which bars him from parole ‘Pe°pl'e 8 w°ﬂd_
Officials involved in the eligibility until the year 2018, " Examiner (Washington)
case here, however, said the when he would be 90 years .
decision to dispense with the ol«%{ he had been given a
trial in exchange for Ray’s 6 i
guilty plea was based on a Istralght life sentence, he Date MAR 12 1969
varicty of considerations, in- b o
cl'_dding the consent of Mrs.
King and SCLC leaders. They

»axd—as Justice Department,
officials in Washington have
said—that there was no evi-
dence of a conspiracy - that!
‘could have bheen presented.i

The agreement, in the Judg-l
ment of the court ofﬂmals,i
met “the Nation's requlrement
for Justice.” ’ 4
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would have been eligible for.,
< ER S [ -
parole in 12% years.
1t is known that during de-
" licate negotistions with court
and prosecution officials,. .
Ray’s attorney, Percy Fore-
man, asked Judge W. Preston
Battle whether he would im-
pose the lighter sentence.
Judge Battle reportedly re-
fused that proposal and said
he would impose no less a sen-
tence than 99 years because
“the crime was too great.”
_ Prosccutor Canale, accord-’
ing to court sources, also felt
that the 99-ycar requirement
was non-negotiable.

Foreman was in a weak bar-

|zaining position, it was said,
because he knew the case
against Ray was “airtight” and
Ray “might have gotten the
chair” if he had gone to trial
before a jury.

Dr. King was shot with a
rifle on the evening of April 4
as he stood on a balcony of
the motel at which he was
staving in downtown Mem-
phis.

A rifle found outside a
‘roeming house across the
street from the motel balcony
led to Ray’s eventual arrest in
London on June 8, 1968.

At the time of his arrest— -
and subsequently—there were::
widespread rumors that Ray
had been the instrument of a
conspiracy to assassinate Dr.
King. These rumors were en-’
couraged by Ray himself in
interviews with the writer,
William Bradford Huie, who :
paid Ray more than $30,000
for exclusive rights to’ his

story. And at the time of his .

sentencing on Monday, Ray

said in court he could “not ac- :

cept” the official theory that
there was no conspiracy.

However, Justice Depart-

ent officials and the FBI, as
well as the Tennessce prose-
cutors, insist that there is no
evidence that Ray had any
accomplices.

Prosecutor Canale sald that
if any evidence of a conspira-
cy comes to light “the con-
spirators will be promptly and
vigorously prosecuted.”

s e _m,
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~ A privat committee formed here to “Investigate
assassinations,” and headed by Bernard Fenster-
wald Jr., former counsel to the Senate Judiciary
sub-coramittes on Administrative Practices, sald
that a man phctegraphed in Dallas an hour after —

|| President John F. Kennedy’s murder may be the ;

s real killer of Dr. Martin Luther King. He said the ' /

photo matched the artist’s sketch of the man who /
.;‘7‘

| killed Dr. King. The FBI had no comment. % EW
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) CANALE 2/17 NX
Y JAMES M, EZVANS
YEPHIS TENN. (UPI)-- A SMALL FRESHE SCAR OM A EATTERZL WCCDIN
©AUINCOU SILt PROVED TO INVESTIGATORS THE SHOT THAT KILLED DR, .
L'"TI' LUTHER XING JR., WAS FIRED FRCM THE BATHRCCIK OF A !
DCLLAR -A-DAY ROCMING lOUSE,

SHZLZY COUNTY DISTRICT ATTY. GEN, PHMIL VM, CANALT, APPZARING CMN A
TZLZVISELD NEWS CCHFERENCE (WHBQ) SUNDAY, SAID TC IIP T IS VA Kz
MCST SURPRISIMNG DISCOVERY IN THE CASE A}AI”ST JANZS ZARL RAY
IM AN INTERVIEW ON CLS-TV NEWS SUNDAY NIGH Ly Pfo'S

TTCRIZY, PERCY FOREZNMAN, SAID HE THOUGHT RAY ACTZD ALCHZ IX
ILLING XING,
"I Al COMVIMNCED THAT JAIES “ADL RAY MADE THZ DzCISICH AI'D UVAS
THE MCVING FACTOR AND THAT NC CTHER PERSONS, CRGANIZATICH CR
DCUP, 4 WAS CONCEZRNED IN THE fILLI"G C¥ LR. LP?TI' LUTHER
(ING JR &" RAY SAID.
IW TUZ MEMPHIS NEWS CONFERENCE CANALE SAID SCIECHE TIGJH"D
"30.06 DECR RIFLE WOULD HAVE A CERTAIN A!MOUNT Crf RECCIL."
' nry CHECKED THE WINDCW SILL AND FCUND A TINY INDINTATICH,"
\ " TCCKX THz WINDOW SILL CUT D SENT IT TC THE FZ2I IN WASHINGTON,

FE SﬁIE. "THEY MADE PICTUREZS OF “LEZv THEM UP AND THE LA:/IFGS
VZRz IDENTICAL TO THE MACHINE MOQW é THE RIFLE THAT LAS ARANDOMNED
NIAZ TVZ FRONT OF THE ROGMING HOUSE

TH% RATLE AND & ZIPPEP 3AG COMTAIN 1G A MAN'S PZRSCNAL
PZLONGINGS PLUS A PAIR CF BINOCULARS AND A TRANSISTOR RALIC VWEIRZ
TCUND WRAPPED IN A GRCEN CLOTH LYING O THE SOUTH MAIN STREST
SIDEUAL}{12 APPARINTLY DUMPED THZIRE BY THE XILLZR.

CANALE SAIT THE SLUG THAT SHATTERED KING'S SPINAL COLUMI TAS
TCC DANAGZD FOR PEFINITE BALLISTICS TESTS, CUT HE SAID A PIECEZ OF
\CCPPER ATD LEAD FROM THE BULLET A3BOUT THE SIZz CF TEZ ZND CF A .

C
MP”'S LITTLZ FINGER WERE FCOUND INTACT.
VCRKING WITH THESE AND THE EMPTY HULL FOUND IX

'z RIFLzZ, THI FEI ,
"STh LIS‘"E THZ BULLIT WAS ONE THAT COULD HAVE B3Il FIRED BY ‘
T'AT A CN, Tz RIFLE WAS EZCUGHT RY RAY, USING THI MNANME FARVIY

T
EYE M DRIMINGHAM. ALA,

/38861 A=
f V/J b 4/4 HOT RECORDED
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THE BINOCULARS, CANALE SAID, WERE BOUGHT IN IEMPHI

I SAID THE TRANSISTOR RaDI¢ PRCVED MCRE PUZZLING,
CASE WAS SCRATCHED IN ONE SPCT AND WHEZN FEDERAL AGENT
TEEY FOUND THE NUNMBEZR 20416,

. AFTZR MATCHING FINGERPRINTS FOUND ON THE RIFLE AND

AY WAS SCLVED,
SERIAL NUMBER IN PRISON WAS 00416. HC
UVHILZ HE WAS AT TiHE MISSCURI STATE PRISCN II
Y, 0 CANALE SAID,AND TRIED TO OBLITERATE T
T PBOSECUTOR SAID’ TUIS UAS THE ONE ITEM
Q%KED gO SEE A VEZX AGO TCDAY UHEN
CHAERGE

O 4N
e O

dele AN i

PERCY FORENAN

v r—

\ SAID HE DID NOT XNOW WHETHER
SEEX FRE

CLL4STAZS

4 .
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b ~
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APPARENTLY

THAT HE WOULD BE FRES VITHING TU
vr pISTRICT ATTORNEY 2 7
FREEDCH LEGALLY CR TVROUGH AN ESCAPET

c
Soe

TET
S TZSTC
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“0UG!

JZFFZRSCH
EE NUNBIRS,.
CF EVIDENCZ RAY
{EN HE PLEADED GUILTY TC FURDZR®
AND ACCEPTZD A SS-YEAR PRISON T=RIi,

CANALE ZXPLAINED RAY TOOK THE STEP HE DID AFTER TELLIN
ATTORNZY

CTHZZ ITEYS
N Trt BAG WITE THOSE OF MISSOURI PRISON ESCAPER JAKEZS TARL RAY,
= RADIC VYSTZRY

Ty
HT

ING IS
Vo YIZIARE,
TAY PLARNED TO
Q:-‘«‘\‘ . e _1,7 A '\. -
i ————



Bishop
Casper
Callahan
Conrad
Felt

Gale
Rosen .
Sullivan

Tavel

0-19 (Rev. 7-17-68) olson .
oach Z
iy O

Trotter
Tele. Room
Holmes
Gandy

The Washington Post
Times Herald

The Washington Daily News

The Evening Star (Washington-—)zg_g

The Sunday Star (Washington) e

Daily News (New York)

Sunday News (New York)

New York Post

The New York Times

The Sun (Baltimore)
] TOW- X i The Daily World

T did B: \ K The New Leader

Id be?” ; & The Wall Street Journal

The National Observer

People’s World

Examiner (Washington)

Date i‘)ﬂp\h 4 '( ‘969

o of <3851 Az
NOT v & LOED
170 MAR 24 1968

YO MAR 251985

/
7

o

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



tS

REC'D - uypy Riuiti

FBI

53¢ Hd OC

4G

1 ¥

RESERES

0LSNF 46 1430 5 4,
g

CETRN R

r“},'l‘ * ,
BALYSLS AR Yo in jg
LRI TENE I

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

BIBIRY ST O 81 ¥WH

AIQ T13LNI WOQ 0.93Y



FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

X 4 MAR? 61969

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

Mr. >
Mr.
Mr.
Mr. ‘Toonor .
Tele. Room. .
Miss Foimes
Miss Gandy e

e o S s

e

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

——"THE HOUSTON POST"
HOUSTON, TEXAS

ot 3-14-69

Edition:
Author:

Eﬂ:nyITAHCULg HOBBY
Ttt};". OML(H"T‘ i )

80-424

Character:

or

Classification: 44—15 09
Submitting Office: HOUSTON

|___] Being Investigated

4

[




H oo™ iNTELL DIY

1
£

3N
N -

[t

8 |
M & 2/ /‘7&% s ] e 7!

035}4 Py

- -
S Y]

Hae 13 AL 6% - .

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



0-19 (Rev. 7-17-68)

3
i
3
3

B4 MAR? 61969

Tolson /

oach
ohr
\/ Bishop
Casper
Callahan
Conrad ——

Felt
Gale
Sullivan

Tavel
Trotter

Tele. Room
Holmes

Gandy

BT e

~.

_» .

leth' '

The Washington Post ﬁ -
Times Herald A

The Washington Daily News
The Evening Star (Washington)
The Sunday Star (Washington)
Daily News (New York)
Sunday News (New York)
New York Post
The New York Times
The Sun (Baltimore)
The Daily World
The New Leader
The Wall Street Journal
The National Observer
People’s World
Examiner (Washington)

MAR 14 1963

b

Date

"
Hd- s, F A

i

l?yﬁ -

SRR Vs
[

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



REC'D oM INTELL DIy

=
=]
-y
~t
-r
)
——
&
> [Fog (79
Py (54 o
- . oy
o o Y
o= = =
> o T
Az T sk
R )
~ b
= -
it i3
N =
o 2= .
P Crd i
’ - o
%
Z
[y
- -4
2 A -,
5 © —
-,
’.’;"y ¢
> %
TR RATES
3 B3 Wi -

- o - =

L 1 ¥ I’ \
15, <
. My ,§J ) )
PNERE Ty -
\;‘

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

=
)
(3] -
-ﬂo -
2 2
o A
> =
= 2 A
= Zo
2 =
'n';.'T
L S



0-19 (Rev. 7-17-68) To 7‘4‘
D c
: Mohr
M Bishop

4 Casper
i Callahan

' Conrad

Felt

Gale P’L
Rosen

Sulliva

Tavel

Trotter
Tele. Room'
Holmes
Gandy

The Washington Post /j ot
Times Herald i 4

! The Washington Daily News

| The Evening Star (Washington)
The Sunday Star (Washington) ____
f Daily News (New York)

: Sunday News (New York)

New York Post
The New York Times
The Sun (Baltimore)

The Daily World
The New Leader
The Wall Street Journal
The National Observer
People’s World
Examiner (Washington)

vy

et
yn--..;w"‘-’“"’w
it

% 4FIAR? 61969 R

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



: &
a
5 = F .
e a- = =
w - ~ <
= - — =
-
[ ] ') -t
s = i~ z
3] == 24
w = = =
o == - e
o
o
e P
LK * :
¢ I I€ 2
A S AT
L. N R,
R . \
CPRT R I 1 BEE  ¢
gg‘ h - ’ \\t‘ & ‘\‘. - 'D'ji—“ ’St! 80 [T
LAEAN TREL RWSC 617wy
: cooeaT
- i jau Tt
s REIEE 391 ALY,

v if b

HETTERETS
6‘;’« : .

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63)
Mr. Tolson. ..
Mr. Delivach .
Mr. Mohr .. ey
Mr. Bish'p

Mr. (asper .
Mr.

Mr
ﬁ) (Mount Clipping in Space Below) Mr.

Tete. Room ...
§ Miss Hulmes ...

/ Miss Gandy.........
\ O

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

20

Omaha World-Herald
Omaha, Nebraska

Date: 3 - 2-6 9
Edition: Evening Home
Author:

Editor: Keith Wilson
Title: JAMES EARL RAY,
aka; Dr, MARTIN LUTHER
CPKING, JR. - VICTIM
Character: CR - UFAC -

or Conspiracy -
Classification: RObbery

ubmitting Office: MA
ST Bl 38861

Being Investigated

OM L)i-310

o 2890/ 4]- | -
BNOT RECORDED 4 &U ¢

K4MAR2 51969 oWk 24 1By

R  catn— ol

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



JUPS

Ch e

\p DOM INTELL Div

REC

-

. A00LSAF 304430 S ¢
"’94 He &S Z’ Iz W g d
byst Hd 25 ¢ |2 ¥¥
.‘?]L;r‘,;g%?i N oho-
R FAUILLE I 0y

HETNEREL! '
AT FY

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

-~



Tolson
Del.oach
Mohr
Bishop
Casper
a_s Callahan
S Conrad
Felt
Gale
Rosen
Sullivan
Tavel
Trotter
Tele. Room
Holmes
Gandy

2-20 (Rev. 7-27-67)

i e e oy

o R

igiﬂufkkd\ﬁ

r UPI-12¢
(RAY)

VASHINGTON--CHAIRNAN JAMES C, EASTLAND, D-MISS., OF THE SEMNATE
JUDICIARY COMMITTEE, EXPRESSING DOUET THAT THE ASSASSINATICN OF
MARTIN LUTHER KING WAS "THE WORK OF ONE MAN,"™ SAIL TODAY HE WAS
ASSEMBLING ALL THE FACTS IN THE SLAVYING.

, "TEERE HAS 3EEN AND THERE ARE NOW SOME QUESTIONS IN MY MIND CN

" THIS INCIDENT,"™ EASTLAND SAID IN A STATEMENT. ™I HAVE DOUBTS TEAT

"ITHIS KILLING ('AS TFE WORK OF ONE MAN,®

_ EASTLAND SAID HE WAS ACTING AS CHAIRMAN orﬂxaz SENATE INTERNAL
SECURITY SUBCOMMITTEE BUT IN KIS STATEMENT DIDWADD THAT HE VAS
AUNCHING AN INVESTIGATION INTO THE KILLING OF KING.

EASTLAND SAID HE WAS "ASSENMBLING ALL AVAILABLE FACTS...IN AN
EFFORT TC ANSWER SOME QUESTIONS IN MY MIND."

THE NMISSISSIPPI SENATOR SAID THAT JAMES EARLY RAY, WHC BEGAN
SERVING A SS-YEAR SENTENCE TODAY AFTER FLEADING GUILTY TC THE MURDER,
INDICATED THERE WAS A CONSPIRACY WITH A “BLOND LATIN® MAN, WIPO
PROVIDED THE ASSASSIN WITH FUNDS.

W "THE OBVIOUS QUESTION IS -- WERE THERE COMMUNISTS INVOLVED,®
TASTLAND SAID.
3/12--GE4DTP

- B4MAR2 61369 01-

(BN g2\ | -
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+ UPI-135 :
ADD 1 RAY, WASHINGTON (UPI-128&)

EASTLAND EMPHASIZED THAT HE HAD NC DIRECT INFORMATION AND ADDED,
"I AM SIMPLY RAISING SCME QUESTIONS THAT ARE IN MY MIND,"

EASTLAND SAID HE WANTED TO KNOW HOW RAY XNEW THAT KING WAS GCING
TO BE IN THE LCRRAINE MCTEL IN MEMPHIS WHERE THE SHECOTING TOOK PLACE}
HOW RAY KNEW THE LCCATICN OF KING'S ROOMj; HOW RAY KNEW KING WCULD
COME OUT ON THE BALCONY WHERE HE WAS SHOT, AND HOw RAY XNEV WFERE TO
GET A ROCM WHICE GAVE HINM THE ANGLE TO FIRE THE FATAL SHCT.

"IT IS OBVIOUS TC ME THAT SOMEONE INSIDZ THE MOTEL ADVISED RAY,"
EASTLAND SAIL,

HE ADDED "THE MATHEMATICAL ODDS THAT KING WOULD STE? FROM A CERTAIN
ROCH CNTO A BALCONY DIRECTLY INFRONT OF A WOULD-BE ASSASSIN ARE
IMPCSSIBLE TO CALCULATE,

"ONLY A MAN ARMED WITH DETAILED AND ACCURATE INFORMATION COULD
HAVE POSITIONED HIMSELF TO FIRE ‘THE FATAL SHOT,"

EASTLAND ADDED HE WAS ALSO PUZZLED AS TC "WHO ASSISTED AND ADVISED
RAY IN THE INTRICACIES OF INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL,"
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,UPI-134
| CCRRECTION:
IN RAY, WASEINGTON (UPI-12&) REAL 32D PGH X X X SUBCOMNITTEE BUT
IN HIS STATENMENT DID NOT ADD THAT HE WAS X X X ETC.
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. ADD RAY, MEMPHIS

‘ THE JURY CONVICTED RAY OF THE KING MURDER AND -- AS IT HAD
{{PROMISED =-- SENTENCED HIM TO $S YEARS IN PRISON.
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