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At the same tixne, >ofﬁcers spotted
“two other inmates that fit the- -descrip-
tion - of James Esrl Ray and Douglas
gthe *: iaid Illlrushy Mountain Warden

onney ane. A 500-square-yard
mar the Cumberland Coal Co.

amp w‘n suhd o!f
ities:closed in md “&W

- Rey; 40, wu expeeusd to bq mtunied
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- but_to. return the

‘ partandlmty—wedon‘t

o
Blanton said. “But we will assure thé
country we believe we have done the
utmost not only to g:eserve s ﬂshts
mates.”
Blanteh criticized a. 1971 federal .

| court order that removed Riy fmm al-

See BAY, A2 Col § -

"Steel for Warslnps
Alleged to Exceed
Need by $8 Milliod

“,By Morton Mintz . -~ ‘
Washington Post Btaft Writer . . -
Government - investigators: . are

*contending that Lockheed Ship-
- building and €onstruction Co. built
. 12 war vessels for the Navy but

billed the govérnment for enough

. steel to byild’20, The Washington

The exmiig;el at i&m—*mml
million ponsds valued at about $8°
million—figures in ted _cwms :

. for $62 million - that
- Alreraft Corp subsidiary has’ fited

he
Investigations. of the cl!w

4 beguh in April; 1975, by the FRI,

in "June, 1976, by the Renegotistion
Board, the- executive branch unit re-+
sponsible for recovering excess profits
from defense contractors. In addition, -
one source told a reporter that federal




By Bill Curry Lo
wagmmrmsm:wu;er ;
IQETRO  Tenn,, June 13—The regu- .

'lar, after-gihner, headcount in the. A
and. ‘B wihgs ‘of Brushy : -Mountain

"State Prifon had ‘been completed

about 6 p.m. 'Friday when the guard’s
,vowe cameiover the loudspeaker.

“’Bhen ard,” the voice sai
;'Some 200 of the, priso

, including James Earl Ray, ﬁlede

"3: wto the tecteation yard. By 7:30, h(_)wu o
-ever, the -rormal activity of ‘softhall] -
HorSeshoes and basketball had been:

broken. Thére was a. scuffle in the

basketball court. A prisoner nearby -
writhed seemingly in pain from an ap. -

.parent mjury ‘to'his leg.
*“Then a shotgun Blast from a gukrd’
tower toward the northwest corner of

the prison yard reverberated off the ..

thick stone walls and sheer mountain
slopes beyond.

vJanes Earl Ray and six others had
climbed a pipe ladder to freedom. -

“How does America’s .most famous -
prisonér! in  that maximum security .

" pFigon . . . escape so easily?” asked
Rep. Louis Stokes (D-Ohio), chair-
man of the fiouse committee "investi-
gating . the assassination of John F.
Kennedy and Ray’s vietim, the Rev.
Martin Luther King Jr.

But for all his notoriety, all tfe
.aura of conspiracy that has attached”

to him, all the unanswered questions,
James Earl Ray is to prison officfals

here essentially just another long-
Aermer 1n a fortresa of dangerous

. men.

“We»h'ave mople here who are more

‘than Ray,” says the state

oner .of., correction, Murray’
Hondemon I think we have a man
us” among those who es-

caynd, ‘he'added in reference to Larry
“EsHacker, who wasrecapmred hours

' “EVerybody Here is under observa-

tion al} the: time,”. Henderson said. It
lfter all, the state’s tightest secu-

. wmq #Listen, you can't keep a
man ‘Tocked -up. and ‘locked down [24

~hours a dlﬂ. “The' cuurts won't let

di;tractton .-and

i oy ‘
hterreviud that tosay that ﬂmglis‘

gence is found disciplinary. actlon will
be taken.

‘Ray, for 'all intents and purposes, :
was Just “another prisoner. Housed in- |

the A Wing, he worked in the prison

laundry, had aceess to othér inmatés -

and was extended normal recreation

gard privileges. He also, however, con-

i ,intemews ‘here, and has

been visit:
Assassinatipns Committee.

- Brushy Mountain Prison, wedged in

the crevite of a valley between steep,

-precarious and wooded mountains, .

would' norméily look forboding, but
fat the:dominance of the Cumberland.

Yet the mountains are part of the

s400"ina'

: quuﬁnnod,

by membets of the House :

13 It Done So E

security; one-fourth,of the north wall
is the sheer ntary rock-faced
‘oliff that rises above, The thick stone-

~ block wall .that forms the rest of the

prison: walls joins the mountsin sol-

_idly, and a barbed wire carrying 2,300.

volts of electricity tops it.
There are 16 to 18 1nches of. space

hetween the top of the wall and the .
wire, and, in the northwest corner,
wire turns prematurely to leave

the
part of the wall ynguarded.

Six guard towess sit on'the wall. All
but ‘one, No. 8, fiear that northwest

corner, were manned Friday night, Of-
ficials say that the added -on tower Gt -
is madé of wood instedd’ of stone -
...block) has watchmen ‘only wheh there .
" is'trouble or rumors of frouble. -

So the props were in place Friday

_night. Why this particutar

when Ray was apparently nearing tes-
timony to the House commttec, is
known only to those who broke out.
But while the inmates tossed horsesh-
oes, played softball and shot baskets,

- a group of men began assembling -

from plumbing pipes a laddeér—a long-

stem curved at the top with stubs of
. pipes sticking out as rungs. Prison of-'

ficials _theorized the pipe sections had
been hidden in the recreation yard or
under the inmates’ clothmg

TARay Apprehended in Tenne |
55 Hours After Prison Break"’

, ' RAY, From Al
* Hacker was arrested early yesterday

* in. a church at Beech Grove where he

had taken refuge after being flushed
out of a nearby stream, Hacker, 32,
who is serving 28 years on conviction
of robbery with a dangerous weapon *

and safecracking, had worked in the '

prison. plumbing shop. He had es-
caped Nov. 4 and remained free until
Apnl 27. ..

The three prisoners who w
prehéndedprl!)ortuy % fxm
held.in the wllanl “B* block, its dis-
ciplinary facmty They have been

said, but nothing

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

. over the wall, :

" outside.

" phone failure from: ne

- derson concedes . the

The ladder weht ﬁp

The other

woods, into the.
twilight. As thé’
activated, a ‘hifer

using their pliones at the W«Q
the alatm.

" Prison officlals had to drive SO,
distance to find ‘working shonesHeil+

il 3
conspiracy among: so many' peopls/ie-
side the prison Wam, Mh«k&‘lﬂ;
there is no evidence of an/outsida'ont:’
“This is a maximumssecutity pirls
he said. “We' have havd-core PEOPIs
here who can’t get along.. They M‘by
the inmates’ code, so y(m M
what’s going to habpen SATRIRE. '3

statements that Ray, who M m
vowed his confegsion of mm
"killing and has said MMM
only bought the' rifle ﬁrﬁom WS
freed by those wanting him wfo&'
unavailable to ‘the House 'Ajsagsfne:
tions Committee. The o ]
been’ investlga ’
King and President xwugt
as officials’ mmtigl
murders. . )
vismd R’w ’lm i
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His esmpe began with all the dtama
of a htc ‘movie—a phony and di-
versiagary prison»yard ﬁzht--but up-

like precision.

" folded

Authorities captured four of his -ac-
complices. one by one before closing’
inonthemostwantedmminm
ica. !
His odyssey turned. tﬂwml custody
at about.10:30 last.-night when yesidents
of Devonia, ‘ahout eight. miles .north-
east ' of -the . Brushy. Mountain State
Penitentiaty, reported uemg\ﬂme
strangers in - their community. Polices
responded and soon took into custody

Power Plant

By Margot Hornblower * = -
. Washington Post Staff Writer
- The-Carter administration-is on
the verge ‘of allowing: construction
of th'e controversial “‘Seabrook,
N.H., nuclear power plant, which
has become 2 nationwide sy\mbol_
in the battle over atomnic.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

T

Earl am Jr, @ Styearoid Tennesséan

servlng two life terms for the 1967
murder of a vacationing  Washington,
D.C., policeman and the rape and wound-
ingotthecfﬁcer'swﬁe

At ‘the 'sémie " time, officers spotted

“two other inmates that fit the descrip-
tion of James Earl Ray and: Douglas.
Shelton,” ssid Brushy Mountsin Watdeit
Stonney R. Lane. A mo-squa'e-yard‘

. aréa near the Cumberland Coal Co.

mining canip was sealed off, and author-
jties closed in.
Ray, 49, was expected to\be,retumed
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%2 of the Brusty ssnﬁn,,g Prsos  wes of Kitoxte, ,@BS&..%S&,W &
Friday night had eutside help. ... - prison whistle: spunded the: -escape
g p.ri } uwnn&& E,.- Smnam&on Wwﬂ.npsa. %oﬁiig% over-
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“Bup a.aw go bodqanﬁao »58 .#uw iy wooded .moyntaing.. -
hl»ﬂ.% from: the ﬂ.w-&@ be ; ﬁ%mboq weﬂ.»__ 7, .oné.m_
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THE WASHINGTON PO"T

b1 droin THE eacdbaek rdat

/

l bnégd‘ Pré%;q it

-300 lockéd up behind thé walls and"

Al 1“, did

Ff(hﬂh ey .4'}.0 4% .

Craveénce My Kéfluy s dt°
e‘fgpr{ito agvsl;i'elfend

Gen,gral Gritifi' "8, Bl

tome

tlephofie ¢all. .
ut;hat “PgWén” onlg"

‘:

Ot

1s 'vaft

escape, from the state’s most sécp;é
o ? n secutity pvisqn oh fhé splir
of the" iﬂ s said ‘fe Tasf

breakgut ai sﬁj'\ ouh”calh véas.in

Tﬁ'”f@gﬂity housges 400 prxs(fneré—q

Eﬁ rusty faéi,lmes on the px;{dons
ntet‘ ;

tz me. 250 cprrectnen"f @ﬂice s,
o opégg th

sotindl 1; wf,sfa h"'~
gener c a
3. “{ s gwﬁ

he. prisén-
vdle ‘police Capt. “Blf Beck' flew F
agents with “special equipment” over
‘the area and returned them to Knox-,
ville for what apparently was gro
essing “of Yifrared fifh.. > b c\
Brush Mountain prison is rmged
by hlg\mﬂounfmi!s,,wgﬂx spyne; for g%e‘
north reachmg elevations  of
feet. Dense
and the nd‘ m ?i%n“‘?cone
rocks ‘make:. wa,l,kmg the: ridges ardu-
ous,gping. Strip- nnmns,.howq\;er
ringed, the moyntaing with ledg: § o;;x
“benches” — equlvalent to Foa
that run the mountainipps for mlles.
t;‘gall;g: s ther, benchies, con »sugsm;
ially ease a.w sbut.at .
,ﬁle ohscyred,, 16@&0010‘9 i potts.

o S, "w’égﬁ’{?“tim;

s is by stt?ipmﬂ ﬂJ%is‘” h

- 34 l e

‘k‘igge"g.ﬁ.@ R{)sahﬁa to hl&e, g 'f.ecieg’
Of)-aeal, search The p

frog). actial searcl I‘s\sogl . A1,
'abandoned. miyig where, Cogiics: opek
onr.ﬁ§¢ 2 )’»c 5-". ! AN SO
: The Ja ) by uxuwn 9ak~':
volifiés about the aré‘a" témote ss,
Far . example, . g}}grg (s , Chailies
Brﬁﬁc}l saﬁl ey A pﬂv e;' ‘ “n'; n
bright Deer Lodge and Grm;sley,x et
- v e

13 es-- '

RRTYTY

R‘é‘y'had’ béen Koused t 't'h d ;
A wing apd.had mtkﬁ%v '?,1 :;t% to
Siocjoi Soae Lt ARt os ?iﬁst
oW, can't; kse»ﬁ. ma*; locked }an@l
logkedlawa, s Henderson- said..;The:
cousts wonklet you”, i, v {an

Late this .afternoon, Gov. Ray Blap;
tom saidy he;bas. dirgeted. Tennpssee

i~ o AETZE AL T

. law:enforcesitent andicogrectional offi-- )

cers “to use: all possible restraint in
their efforts to capture the prisoners:

13 iiaﬁamﬁ*axgy. Y

ru!hy‘ Momtaln s_tate Pnson., where

By

and_to refurn them to. custody’ wn.hout ’
7 A

life”” He adde(} “Thg ex-
gJ.he

ng cincymstances. regapdin
congressional and other inyestig
of the James ' Earl Ray case amake.-it

%'x;atwm

eputy warden Davis sal
¢ials had met with representgtlves of
the House AssasSinations' Gb’fiﬁm
today but said he did Hot Khow' the
purpose or the outcome of the meet-
ing.

Davis “acknowledged that it had"
probably “taken the prisoners* some

time to join their pipe ladder to-
gether, hook it on the prison wall ‘arid
climb slowly to freedom:.

“It was the fault of someon¢,” fe

said. “Any time you have an escape

from a prlson it's the fault of some-'

one.” |
He said. he anticipated an investiga-

ations ,

t he be Teturped.ta cps-
d at the ea.t,hesrg. Jmssﬁqe.‘ :

that oifi-:f'-

: L &
International

Eag and sm qther eonvict: wen&, over, the wall Eriday night,

tion by the warden, but Said that nei-
ther P gzllg.‘bno nJerey. W. Ward, the

conyi t»wonnded‘mle atterpptmg to.

esgape, hadqbeemmtmogated yetir: o .

. 'Fhethsscape mu&re% a!quh yards:’
rom the unm: watchtower,
a white, WOod:‘r?qgl?ser%atlot? post .that,
ofgmlals say-is. used only when there
is &rouble or indications™of trouble. -
«A guard in -‘a:- watchtower perhaps.
100 ‘yards across:-the recreation yard

-fired the first of numerous shots. Offi-

cials' said all roads iri the area weré

.sealed w1thm 30 mmutes Gf the es:

cape.
All seven prlsoners were serving

harsh séntences due to" ekpiré in the :

1990s or later, if ever. - -

"Oné ‘6f those still free 'i§* Earl Hlu
Ji., 34, A Tennessean, he was servin,
two life ‘sentences for thé 1967 shoot-
ing death of a vacationing Washing-"
tén, D. C ‘policeman, Lowell E. Baﬂev

NORTH
CAROLNA

G&ORG&A

and the w diné" ang,,fapee of. Bm-
leys wxfe. BT Di Bl e

sLawmenw originally beneved nhew
had Ray.and. Ris eehorts hemmed .inko:
a five-mile-square area immediately
adjacent 10 the sprison, buw: at midday
theyexpanded tte area. = #( -~ ‘i

. CHarbes Bass of ‘the statesprison: 8ys-
tem: said: this was-donei“because the
dogs:appedied to have two.het trails”
" that took” them outside ¢he prewously
deslgnated search area. - , -

~ A light rain fel. bmeﬂy thls morn-

.+ing ‘but: quit before it wiped: out the

seents the bloodhounds weré tracking.
‘The dingy little coal town of Petros,

‘ one mile from the prison and the

home of. the . prison’s awork force,
looked like it aoes any other day, Two
of the town's four stores, Hunters
Grocery and Gunter’s Grocery, sta-
tioned within site -of each other at op-
posgte ends of the town were open for
business. e s

_guns and got r

AT
.Iean menm& &.tqzmls wnxkxf d8id
the massive manhunt in the- ag:” Jas ’

“.no.bxg(tmng; trt - 2R T
2 “There Hmmwﬂ 16ts of o

MABI-
capes”bem ~sHe waith > woottingly,
“but” ther€ wastt this wheiv'excite-
ment; “because ‘Ray-wasn pringalyéd.
We've tised’ tbitxdhyway.. L amg

When the ﬁews of the e W&le.
F5fbo

she' said,. “ev ‘(ly loadéd up . their
¥ —na'big thing®
Those 'still re’maming at large bes
sides Ray and Hiil'are: ’
¢ Larry E. Hackm: 32; serving *28
years on. .-robbery wi,th 4. . deadly
weapon and safecracking. conﬁc{;mf;s.
*-Donald Ray Caylar, 24,"serving 51
years on armed robbery,~assault ‘¥ith
intent to, comnut murder and Jall s
cape convlctlons.
*'¢ Douglas Shelfon; 2, sé’!’ving 68
years on felohious aﬁsault,‘firgt—degree
murder and grand larceny coﬂvxcﬂons

gl

‘8.
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" betore the CTA'S

says the Sovielp ¥ d:vw w it

port oil apd natural ggs to earn thg

h The study estimates that by 198(3&1
e Sovi

Soviets. . will sexport abe mi 1
"-lion barrels’ of%ifx ar 56 1
clibi¢ teet ot gas’ ﬁ) Wé’kt :r x”&pe. :,

Ancopy of the gtudy,” wmehqs-f
pected'1o be:relénsed early:nextwreek,
was obtained by The ‘W ashington Post’
from congressional SOUrces,. oy x|
Both the Soviet Union aid, the Peo}l
* ‘ple’s”Heépublic™of  China “af¢ not; ex-
T aeiens of ot 1ot pesiom o aﬁé‘“
porters of.0: old e i
1990,” the study. ‘ct:}dudes

‘Last year the Soviet 'Union 1

world, oil. prod i, puuping 10.4]

e*‘“

L
ps xele‘s“sed at the
- Schlesinger Jr,
ent’s. energy . aduiser, amid
Ation: ‘that the administration’
] 'g to generatp 4 orisis atmos-
as  the -Pregident ‘unveiled ‘his
lan, Schlesingeiiheaded the

fring the: ‘Nixor agministration.
hrary of Congresk study was...
M’«ﬁu a team headed by Dr Her-

1976 in pursuit of “hard currencies.”
. In thespast; Soviet -0i} exports-~ l!av

been directed.-in: large- mensure ta

* meettng the-otl needs of the CommuJ

nist bl couhtries, fom- Eastera’Ev;
“TUP@WG\M“'"‘““‘ i !

- gine. Wapld oil peices. avadrymled i

Soviets have used oil to earn

_3 )”ﬁ

orecqst |
§3 00 fgpby

nﬂg debt-—
to WesteMations. now calculated at :
omsll himmuw Rl R A L TR 7 2]

. 'The Libeadhyof Congress.atudy eiten :
stmet energy objeebives ‘over ﬂwmt N
28 YOars 8% & i I Sk Sl s

o Miaint ¢ nelfisutficieneydnen.

;, erg'y-io: meebdbmesﬁmieed:x ddo,

- * < Bervicing M"Europeﬂ 1hloe
#needss;\ s St Dot dnon DI g Bu

‘@, UtiMzing: pil ahid natuia)e gasex-
porta to finance trade with Westain
industrialized countries.

Last year the Soviets imported 150,

from Iraq; mu’ ?'vgﬂ%?ﬁo

iwmmmmwa

two oﬂ-exportin countri" oliti-
SERE*Hnks " £0 **i est
trmh%'ia‘i‘t b [ EHE" Soﬂel‘mm
a ‘EWM‘"&RG wmd-,
*mﬂﬁzt 1o, "Bl
in, _lion““verit oy ,‘p asm-g! 3
: *wheat“ﬂiﬁdl ‘oth¥r” agriet b
w - Without ' teé mswﬁ«u fige..
ed-by erierdy exports, the L.H
-*&fﬂoﬁgre%é analyste @“!he' idet

wouldu}!)fel % }:};}%ﬁ fé‘

*Hog@étutls's !5?&“
“¥ndt'cofisiiher goods 4bom ﬁ%’eﬁ"“
< Tl Htity" Yught “tﬁ‘éj“ﬂgﬂbﬁ"m

production could begin to ﬁbe
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#0! s arq:a?lg

% eve‘l\ poteﬂkla‘l resources in Sibe- |
""k’é&"’iﬁ&h’é e “accuracy of the

CIA study, a séhior Stite’ ﬂelfal‘fm‘ent
“ufficialisaitl “gegterdsy,” *Phebasis of
 the ClAstudyis.réally an: engineering
Wﬂnd thesslawness with-which
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" mediately, while another escapeéw

" escape.,

iy (1"1‘0

By George Landmr Jr Ly
NEERS givuhﬁimnmt Biatt writer =~ . o

'Fhe chairmen of‘the Hotse A#sassi- 3
nnﬂ&a’@émm said yestérday
itdiniechduct it owhy Javest]
mwmm&m&ﬁﬂg o 2
mght froth “'a  mt .se A
prisortiin Tennessee. . . S

“I .think we have to do 1t » said
"Chairman - Louis - Stokes (D-Ohio).
“Here we have a famous prisoner who -
is the focal point of a congressional
investigation -and- he escapes frgm .
maximum security institution. 1 th
“we'd be subject to criticism if W
accepted whatever investlgations th
other authorities make.”

The convicted assassin of the
Martin Luther King Jr., Ray wa stle -
at large last night after he and six
other men scaled the wall at Brushy
Mountain State Prison, where he; had
been. serving a 98-year term -for the

. murder. One of the men in th? .
cape and was captured almost; 1 =

i

' ¢

Bl

caught yesterday.- -
Two investigators for the commiit 2
tee, chief deputy counsel Robert Leh-
ner and his top investigator, Edward
Evans, were dispatched to Tennessee
. and are expected to report back:to the
committee for a honriﬁg lake Monday
morning.
“I'm going to propose that we coﬁ-

duct our own investigation;of allg tﬂe
thei .

"cifcumstances surrounding

cape,” Stokes said, adding that
ner’s initial report from the
raised some doubts in his mind
how secure the, Tennessee priso:
ally is. Although the prison wa
topped with ielectrified barbed wig
Stokes said .he understood that the .
wire stops shoit of ‘one corner, where-.
prisoners niight squeeze around 1t )

without too much difficulty. B

Stokes sgid committee investigators -
had interviewed Ray half a dozen
times this year for the inquiry- that
the House authorized last September
jnto the April, 1968, murder of King. ~

“Obviously. this. was organized on:
the inside, at least, and it was conspi
ratorial in nature,” Stokes said of the
“I guess the fear I have is.
whether there was outside participa-

" tion in the matter also, and, if so, for

what purpose. Qne pombihty is. that .

it was an aftempt to get Ray to a
phce where he will never be found

’agam Anotkgr possib!lm;:tthntﬁ

79 JuL 111977,

- cessfully broke ouQ.of the ‘Misso

Stokem ﬁsw«h&wﬁhawm m&ht -
have some funds’at his “dispesal. “1
have.isformation that Ray was-gétting
afarge-dmount-of money” in’ conmie-,
tion ‘with spnve: 'of-therpécent bk
owert the(Kisig murger; the chaﬂnhd'

ummmmmmg #i0w odw fius \ﬁ; .
“The excape quickly fueléd:a vl!ﬂe A

vanety of speculation about its man-
ner and m tjvation It was Ray’s third

am from Brushy Moun-
Tain. Hc made Several attempts to es:
cape from other prisons and ‘he sue-

State Penitentjary, § Jafferson City jif
B emaing ’  then for moM
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police Caph. Bill Beck flew.
%ﬂdﬂl equipment” over
itd tetllmed them bt&‘K,hox-

Dwk aeknowleﬂgéi that it m
probably taken the prizoners sofpe.
time 40 join their pipe ladder :
gethe,r hook it on the prison wall sﬂ'

tinb sswly

it Finked
nt’ains, with some to the
saching . elevations . of : 2,980
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q%her huthonuei make.”

: The convm;ed assassm ﬂle Bev

Martin Luther, King Jr., Ray was:
at. large last'night after he

ther mien séaled the wall t"Bnuhy
g&mmtam State Prisor a?-ehb had -

béer serving a 98-yeqrtérm for the
unded

knmediately, while *another ,mpee '
was_caught yesterdsy, . | th
a‘wo ei%mstlgatm-s for the comimt-

“deputy Sounsel Robert Leh- . ‘tin
£ *mvcstisator, EdWardv s
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’.. By Marsha Vand’éaerg
3975, The Nashville

Qﬁﬂws Tenn—James Earl Ray
_says he- afght once again plead guilty
m murder of the Rev. Martin Lu-

e»i Jr\‘rheven though hle insists’
h&n er, shot the civil rights leader.

' “Ism l?l‘a bind.” taid Ray in an ex-

tWo-bw"htarview cordueted |

29 at Brushy Mountain. State |’
gont, the maximum security ingtitas room
tiott where he.was confined. unttk his | Th:

W Friday.

: *liarepeatedly proclaimed ‘ms “Igul, :
! " and swid he was pressured
inW & guilty plea in 1969 by his for:
‘mer Iawyer, Percy Foreman of Dallas.

Ray said. “Bn-other words, I"didn't’
shoot M ... But ] may be in somié
way partly responsible for it .. I'ptir-
,cbued the weapon and thlnﬁs like

£ But he declared he had no. ide& t}nt
Hhgimystery: man, “Raoul,” who he
rnished the money for the riﬂe,
it idea of shooting King., -
nderstand - the difference bef
knowing and unknowing .
ot to be an intent.” :
"his lawyer, Jack Kershaw of
¢, present during - the inter-
 stated:

an, the nation&lly known.
snder put. him

i @hsir. ‘He was
" Wbmd" cause he feared
X - Jerry. Ray, mliiht bé
utad ’by the goveﬂ!,men’t casp
i0bga- along thh«a guilty plea:
Rk that he

areexaggerated and d1storted.
e.had never heard about King
4“0? “bther poritical figures” in any con-
scious way prior to King’s death.
¢ Hé'was in‘the vicinity 'of the King
mnmr at the time but was not aware
of what had hoppenegl un’ul he. heml

it on the radio. .
S

supposé. I
ammm i any ways legally guilty,” . .

Ray- contends that he left s Mem-
'phis boarding house aboutssso ::
on April4, 1968

‘At that particular time of’ t
shooting I was either in the, vicinitl;’e
of a service station or in the vicimtjy
of where .the- shooting’ took Dlage.

‘ cant be more specific” he sald. |

" Q:-Who did you leave in the room"
Ar One mdwidual was left in the

Ray catie to the 1nterv1ew wearing

prison denims with a. ‘gold wind.
bignker. His high~top shoes were
-hook-laced.

Ik black hair is greying fast at the
témples. There were ho signs of the
prison pallor which penal authorities
reported had mfade himy 3¢em emach
ated more than'a yea -Agh.

ith Kershaw at his:left and thm
reporter across tlie table from them,
Ray spoke calmly in a vojce that seests
slightly high-pitched, Except for ceca-
sional, casual hand- gestures, he was
undemanstrative.

He seemed slightly nervous at the
outset of the discussion when Tennes-
sean phetographer Gerald Holly be:
gan to snapis photograph.. " 7§

“Let’s get.the pictures over early m
?e talk,”

h§ guggested: But as time
soémy :to relax.
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- loce all around -
the keyhole neckiine. -



o months after the death of

Of Raojl, Ray said: “I never did
trust hiy and 1 assume he never
trusted m¥. I know very few criminals
youcan ust” He is certain :that
“Raoul” igan alms«-—-not & real name
He added: .... .

’ Rly. WhOQ R )
under the alfj
and who u
to register
house from v

8  pople? You dre DM
tp m Bbjected ta being trinsferred,
in prisom to ‘an honor farms because
there . wede blgcks and whites inte- ‘,

grated there. That is'what a prison of a4 H H '
ficial has said. What do you say tb he police can check uy ¥ou.”
that"’ .Asked about the fact that appar--
| , searched exly on| hls fingerprints were found
. L3, on the r :

ns, four
blacks, seve §E-A tes and
three or four ) was about
as integrated WL NpRery as you

could get.

“T @id ask not to go to the honor
farmi. 1 was told it was easy to get a
narcotics charge on yon out there
Marijuana was there

~Q: Back in 1957 they were after
marijuana vmlators"

A: Yes, They Would fme you ﬁve or
10 years—10 years for just one cigas
rette. There were blacks out there at
the farm and the allegations were that
they were . using quite a bit of that.
But in the penitentiary yoiui associate
with people you have something in
common with. -Mexicans associate
with Mexicans; Texans associate with
Texans; blacks with blacks and whites
with whites JJh#¢ is instinctive.

“Are you B this statement is

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




Q
r égdo'n do’ they have
‘ ““‘gneftts—trme off, holidays;?
gions and the [ike—than they would.
n nokgbvernmental johs or do you
Hink they have fewer fringe benefits]
¢ are the results.‘

lmms Pwer samc w

Just your opmwn do you: beli
eve
e;%emt government emplogees q
: aid less than pe‘rstms‘

9% - 8%
] 5
9 7
n 7
9 7
9 9
7 -9
10 ]
3 ]
’ -5
.7 4
S

number
federal
- you think
e ploys W\

202/ ‘296-57.?0 . Gipen Mor
Phone or whee for oilr

more than
localitieg

or early printi
ples’ Sale W today’s paper
vnable to remove from the ad cer
which we now find may be in short
some (but not all) of our stores. Am
nems are: . .

The latest Gl Gillette Super Max2
vl servants | _ Sunbeam Mr. TouchUp -
'Bain De Soleil Suntan-Crean
- Super Shade Sunburn Preve
erfron 8-track T

CL uﬁwiﬂ s fve D mﬂ'o‘

Ty
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. United Press Intersatio lx
James Earl Ray and lawyer Jack Kershaw conferring last month in Tenmssedm.
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B . .
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His Good Tas
Give him our fine leather
moc toe slip on with hand
laced quarters . . . a fitting
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The Justict Bepartment ‘also
vzewed the investigation of the
‘murder and on Feb. 18 imued its
final report, saying:

“The task force has concluded that
the investigation by the FBI to as

“tertain and capture the murderersiof

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. was thor-.
oughly, honestly and successfully con-'
ducted. The sum of ali the evidence
of Ray's guilt points to him so exclt- -
sively that it most effectively makes
the poist that ho one nln was ia-

ls Not Surprised

A¥socisted Press

The Washington lawyer who rep-
resented James Earl Ray before the
Supreme .Court said he wasn’t really .
surpriséd when Ray escaped from s
Tennessee prison last night.

Jdmes H. Lesar said the admitted -

assassin of the Rev. Martin Luther
King Jr. felt he had no altematlve
bhut t0 escape.
. “After seven ‘years “of constant
sfruggle to gain a hearing and re-
opening the case in court, I think he
simply concluded that the courts’
claims -to justice were farcical,” the
lawyer said.

Lesar said Ray had discussed his
‘feelings of futility, but had not men-
tioned any plan to escape. Still, he
said, “I wasn’t really surprised™ when
he heard that his former client had
broken out of prison.

Ray’s escape “could have been

avoided if the courts had at any time
durjng the past eight years done what
they were obligated to do, to give him
the trial he deserved,” Lesar said jn
a -telephone interyiew.
’ Liesar represented -Bay in a pleg to
the Supreme Court to set aside g cir-
cuit court decision that affirmed:a
federal district court vetdr,ct in effect
sanctioning Rhy’s conviction.

e

- strenuot# legal cﬂor&s t:“& in &“&
" dentiary hearing.

Ray kad eontenﬁ t!ut hu '
ggutyphehmbmeompd that. he
-had not'been adequately-: v
by his-previous attorneys, and that the
evidence did not show the crime had
been committed the' way the prosecy-
tion had originally contended. "

“Ray has known al! along that, if
it had been anyone dther than he and;
if it had involved any other crime
than the assassination of Martin Lu-
ther King, he would have eom to
trial,” Lesar said. o

’“Inmummf

£ ]

: Lem-mahe'm arged Ray to

“continue to seek a new trial. “I felt

that . . . pressures are building to
the point, evidence is building to the
point, that in the not too d!stant fu-
ture he could get a trial.” !

He said he had advised Ray not to
" speak with investigators for the House
probe, which he called a “cynical ex--
ploitation” of Ray.
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Unrud Press Internationsl )

hames frip Thursﬂay. Stead, 100, chatted thh Qneen Vietoria at her 1897 Iubilee

s Except for the peculiar case of
_Northern Ireland, the queen presides
over a. society distinguished by ex-

tranrdinary canial naann and ~s1EI-

tatest date for which- figures are .avail-
able--days lost through strikes were
lower here than in many other, indus-
trial. countries. Strikes were - nearly
twice as frequent over the decade in
the United States, more than twice as
frequent in Canada and Italyt Amd‘

i

~ South A_f;iim

' JOHANNESBURG, - June 10 —
Police detairied a white. U.S. dip-
lomat and a black American poet

4 for more than an hour today after
they entered racially tense Suweto
township without permits. i

The South African township,

‘ home of 1 million blacks, has been
the scene of student disturbances;
including scattered incident today

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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FBI Harassed Him, R
Ray Tells Probers

PETROS, Tenn. (AP)—James Earl Ray told
House investigators Thursday that the Federal
Bureau of Investigation (FBI} tried to pressure. q
him into naming alleged conspirators in the
assassination of civil rights leader Dr. Martin Ly-'
ther King Jr., Ray’s attorney said.

Attomey Jack Kershaw met with re
after Robert Lehner, who is heading the King

of the House Assassination Committee’s
mvesu%atlon, spent more than six hours with
Ray behind the walls of Brushy Mouritain State
‘Prison. Ray is serying a 99-year sentence for the
1968 murder of the civil rights leader.

“I FIND today that the FBI is involved in this
case, in my opinion, in ‘an improper way,” Ker-
shaw said. “FBI pressure was brought upon
James Earl Ray by means of threatening mem-

rs of his family.”

Lehner would not comment on Ray’s mu-
-mony but said he will return to the'prison, per-
baps weeks, to interview Ray again.-

w said told the investigators that /
an FBI agent, identified only as Jensen, tried to

- talk with him one day after he was transferred to. The Washington Post
oy e i o D i o Vaingion St evs
r. .

“As Jensen left he turned to Ray and said, ‘If : Daily News (New York)
you don’t co-operate you can expect to see your The New York Times
brothers down here with you,” Kershaw quoted The Wall Street Journal
Ray as telling Lehner. T .

The attorney said Ray told the investlgatorsv he National Observer

4 aat the FBI agent wanted him to disclose names’ The Los Angeles Times
':!nalleged conspirators whose names Ray did not Cincinnati Enquirer
oW,

“It indicates to me that the government it-- - 4/15/77
self did not believe Ray acted alone,” Kershaw Date

said, adding that both he ani the House investi-
gators will try to find the alleged FBI agent.

Y 2P p—
SCOADED
-3B8] T

v R

FBI/DOJ

S 4 MAYZ2 1977
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King Shymg Payoff Charge Studied

-
LOUISVILLE; Ky. < The US. J ustzce Depart-
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t Louiswill lice-
man’s allegation that he' o 000 in
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Q sggéuz:ttﬁem%bt id . a. change bad said‘ It ‘f
‘ tice.” .. . ‘po"_ ity Wlth‘the m’Partmenf, of Jus-

7/

SSI' A
Wil

NOT RECORDED

1100 3

g4 APRE 1077

1377

o et

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

PSLT ok n

Assoc. Dir.
Dep. AD Adm. —
Dep. AD Inv. —

Asst. Dir.:

Adm. Serv. ————
Ext. Affoirs ——
Fin. & Pers.

Gen. Inv. -—%
ident.

Inspection ———

B r_j"/",'RCE Intetl. ———

Laboratory

Legal Coun. ——
Plan. & Eval. —
Rec. Mgnt. ——
Spec. Inv. ———

Training

Telephone Rm. —

Director Sec’y —

é/mﬁ,{:ﬁ—

The Washington Post

Washington Star-News :HK’
Daily News (New York) —————
The New York Times —————
The Wall Street Journal ——————
The National Observer ——————
The Los Angeles Times «———

L

Date

FBi/DOJ



FD-350 (Rev. 11-11-75)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

Sté’r‘y erred —V
1li linking Iry, |
Denton to plot "

Due to a reporting error, a story in i
yesterday’s Courier-Journal said that two
of the people alleged to have been in-
volved in a local plot to kill Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. apparently were former.
Sgt. Tom Denton and Priest Fry, former,
chief of detectives. =~ - C ]

Actually, those involved were identi- : ——Page B 1
fied “only as a sergeant who was presi-
dent of Fraternal Order of Police (FOP),
Lodge 6, and as chief of detectives.

Denton did not become FOP president Courier-Journal
until several years after the alleged
conspiracy; several others, some with,
the rank of sergeant, served as president;

before Denton. ‘ Louisville, Ky,

Fry served as chief of detectives be-
tween 1957 and his retirement in 1971,
but was removed from the position for
a one-year period bridging 1965 and
1966. Those alleged to have been part
of;the conspiracy by ex-policeman Cliffpn
rd have not been identified by nam§ -

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

he, éourier~Jdurnal régrests t

Date: 3/2U4/77
Edition: Morning
Author:

Editor: Barry Bingham Jr
Title:

Character:

or
Classification:
Submitting Office: |,g

SIERY
T el Teevnatiaatod | t’\'ll'/

“A,-'I_r
C/,‘ - o . - r

34 APR111977, ‘

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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(Mount Clipping in Spuce Below)

{

LOUISVILLE, Ky. (AP)— The wlre of aretired |
policeman confirmed Wednesday it was her hus- -
band who told Rep. Gene Snyder (R-Ky.) of an
alleged plot by Federal Bureau of Investigation :
(FBI) agents and Louisville police officers to P
assassinate Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. : /
Mary Baird, 44, sald her husband, Clifton E.
Baird, a former Louisville police officer, told
Snyder of the alleged plot. - . i

SNYDER QUOTED Baird as saying the offer
was made in a car by members of several mem- .
bers of the Louisville Police Department and |,
several FBI agents. |

Mrs. Baird said her husband retired from the
Louisville Police Department several years ago
after 27 years service. ‘

“He told me about this when I first married
him, seven years ago,” Mrs. Baird said in an
interview. “I think he thought he wasn’t going to :
be believed.” !

Snyder said the man told him he was offered
$500,000 on two occasions to kill King.

Mrs. Baird said she believes one reason her _
husband came forward with the allegation was
because “he wants to know why someone asked
him” to kill King, who was assasslnated in Mem- .

desn

phis, Tenn,, in 1968,

“It sure has been on his mind,” Mrs. Balrd

" sald. “He said it just got to bothering him and .

that’s why he contacted Mr. Snyder.” .
Her husband, before contacting Snyder, tol l
ne of James Earl Ray’s attorneys of the alle é
lot, she said. Mrs. Baird said her husband was
“discouraged” after talking with the attorney.

. Rayis servlng 99 years in prlson for the sla.ylng of
f King.

SNYDER, WHO dlsclcsed last week that he
had heard from a man who claimed knowledge
of a plot to kill King, refused to divulge the man’s
name.: X
P Baird told his wife “he was offered $500,000 to

lg {II” King and ‘““he didn’t appreciate it,” Mrs. |/

alrdsald ’ “" N . o .Jl
(-/ - |
84 APR 111977 —————
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Wife Says PEquand Was Offered
$500,000 to Assassinate Dr. King,

LOUISVILLE, Ky., March 23 (AP)—The
wife of a retired Louisville police officer
confirmed today that her hushand had
teld Representative Gene Snyder of Ken-
tuckyt that he was offered $300,000r on
two occasions to kil! the Rev. Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. :

Mary Baird 44 years old, said that her

for comment, had told Mr. Snyder of an

P | offer that Mr. Baird said had been made

by members of the Louisville Police De-
partment and several agents of the Feder-
al Bureau of Investigation. ‘

- She said that her husband, who is 50,
retired from the Louisville force several
years ago after 27 years’ service. He is
now working for a private security agen-
¢y, which his wife declined to identify.
She said that he was out of town on
business that was unrelated to the inves-
tigation of the King assassination by the
House Select Committee on.- Assassina-
tions. . -

“He told me about this when I first
married him, seven years ago,” Mrs. Baird
said. “I think he thought he wasn’t going
to be believed.” .

Shesaid she believed one reason he
came forward a second time with the
allegation was because “he wants- to
know why someone asked him” to kill
the civil rights leader, who was assassi-
nated in Memphis in 1968. oo

“It sure has been on his mind,” Mrs.
Baird said. “He said it just got to bother-
ing him and that's why he contacted Mr.
Sayder.” Ce o

Reportedly Told Ray’s Lawyer

She said that her husband, before get-
ting in touch with Mr. Snyder, had told
one of James Eari Ray’s attornevs of the
alleged plot. She said that her husband
was “discouraged” after he told the attor-
ney. : P

Mr. Ray, who confessed that he had
 killed Mr. King, is serving 99 years in
prison for the slaying. He did not impli-
catc anyone else in the murder,

Mr. Snyder, who disclosed last week

husband, Clifton, who was unavailable|:

that he had knowledge of a plot to kil
Dr. King, refused to divulge the man’
name.

In Washington, a committee spokesmai

declined comment on Mrs, Baird’s state
ments or identification of her husband
as the man who had gotten in touch with
Mr. Sayder,
Mrs. Baird said that her husband had
told her “he was offered $500,000 to kill”
Dr. King and that “he didn’t appreciate
it.” She said, “I can't say any more, but
he’s just not that type of person.”

Asked why her husband thought he was
asked, Mrs. Baird responded: “That’s the
$64 question; he wants to know why
someone asked him.”

Newspaper Disclosed Name

The Kentucky Post first named Mr.
Baird as the man who reported the al-
leged plot to Representative Snyder, a
Republican. -

Mrs. Baird said that she had no idea
how her husband was identified as the
man who made the allegation but that
she was glad it is out in the open now.

“I'm not upset,” she said, “It had to
come out sooner or later.” : :

Mr. Sunyder said earlier this week that
he had met the man “face to face” and
was._..convinced he was a ‘rational”
man. Mr. Snyder said he had changed his
mind and voted to extend financing for
the House Select Committee on Assassi-
nations solely because of his conversation
with the man. - o

C. J. Hyde, a longtime Louisville polica
chief who is now retired, said that he
remembered ‘Mr. Baird as a- “very fine
police officer.”

Committee Approves Reduced Budget

WASHINGTON, March 23 (UPI)—The
House Select Committee on Assassina-
tions, which is in danger of lasting only
one more week, approved a. sharply re-
duced budget today in the hope that the
House will let it continue to investigate
the deaths of President Kennedy and Dr.
King, . . . £

S .
P

ithat he had heard from a man who said
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Ray's Attorney Says HG—Y—-“
}Checked Kentucky Leads \

WASHINGTON (AP) — One of
- James Earl Ray’s lawyers says
that more than a year ago he
looked into an allegation that
.Louisville police and FBI agents
plotted to kill Dr. Martin Luther
King and concluded ‘‘there
wasn’t much to it.” !
The lawyer, James H. Lesar, .
said yesterday that even if the.
allegation of a retired Louisville
policeman is true, “it was re-
mote from the assassination” be-
cause the man alleges there was
only talk and not an attempt to
kill the civil rights leader,

A House assassinations com-
mittee aide said investigators
have talked to the retired police-
man, who was notidenﬁﬁed*
pliblicly, and are checking his!!
story without presuming how,
mﬂch substance there is to it.
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. .Even Rep. Trent: Lott (R-Miss.), who
has been critical of the inquiry from
the start, was hesitant aftersyester-
day’s briefing to say hé %till felt: it
ought te be squelched But he made
plain thaf he- is still iskeptical apout

Assoc. Dir.

Dep. AD Adm. _
Dep. AD Inv. ___

Asst. Dir.:

Adm. Serv.
Ext. Affairs

Inspection i«
Intell.

the information that was laifl out for Laboratory
him and other Rules Committee mem-
bers yesterday at what. amounted to Legal Coun.
“an informal, clandestine meeting.”". Plan. & Eval. __
He said such an' .approach had Rec. Mgnt.
v T . nef:'er, to his knowledge, jEeen used Spec. Inv
] the Tiuies Comunt e . Inv.
By George Lardner Jr. with the Rules € mm:tg@ efore, not Training

\ . Washington Post Statff Writer

even during the*impeachment pro-

: P ceedings against President Nixon. - Telephone Rm. __
_-The House Assassinations Com- . elep :
mittee yesterday won a turnaround 1 presume the ‘;f’";”;“éee has “’1‘, Director Sec’y
promise of “wholéhearted support” QUIEY, A1, Cal. 6

from House. Speaker ‘Thomas P.
(Tip) O'Neill Jr.

After a closed-door meeting with
the commiittee’s three senior mem-
bers, O'Neijll.alse. told reporters, with
memf’ roval, ‘that the panel will

NQUIRY, From Al

lected some leads, sopge information
which they're going to use to justify
continuing the 1nvestigatlons,” Lott

LW‘\‘?

A

£}

.

n mrm million to carry said last evening. “Some of them are
tﬁt of this year. very far-fetched, very remote in-my
! opingn, but Iam re-evaluating my pos-
Jition.”
_ The Adsassinations Committee, Lott
pointed out, has at least started to
buckle down to work after being bog-
ged down for months in disputes over
its budget, its investigatmg technij.
ques, and finally the unsyiccessful ef-
fort of erstwhile chairm:m Henry B.
Gonzalez (D-Tex.) to fire chief com-
mittee counsel RAchard A. Sprague, ¢
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: . Continued From A-1
. million to cover the rest of 1977 and
that he was supporting the new fig-
ure. o
The cammittee was represented by
its new chairman, Rep. Louis Stokes
of Ohio; Del. Walter Fauntroy of the
District, chairman of its subcommit-
tee on the murder of the Rev. Martin
Luther King Jr., and Rep. Richard-
son Preyer of North Carolina, who
heads . the subcommittee on the
assassination of John F. Kennedy.
The committee representatives
were to meet later today with mem-
bers of the House Rules Committee,
which must approve any resolution to
authorizé*the continued investigation
past March 31.

THE COMMITTEE’S PURPOSE
— to reopen the King and Kennedy

- murder-cases to try to dispel linger-
“thg doubts abdut fhgiﬁ ‘-"l?:gbec me

lost in a dispute between its former '

.chli!’mln. J
Tex., and its staff director, former
Philadelphia prosectuor Richard
Sprague, over who was in charge.
Sprague’s proposals, sinceé drop-

ped, suggesting use of sophisticated-

electronic investigative equipment
and his $6 million budget request out-
raged a number.of House members,
leading to the confrontation between
Gonzalez and Sprague. Gonzalez quit
when other committee members re-
fused to support his firing of
Sprague. o :
For the past two weeks Stokes and
other members of the committee
have been on a major public rela
tions campaign to prove that serious
questions remain about the Kennedy
and King assassinations, and that a
congressional inquiry could answer
them. They seem to have raised
more. questions about the King kill-

ep. Henry Gonzalez, D- °

“mittee since the'

‘Neill" did “'say’ g:i“

ing, but '0°Neill 6
that ‘he’ supports th

sire to*’keepboth & i 5

" NEITHER O'NEILL por "Weliiht
would go into much detail a} Rat
fertile investigative felds. n
bers of the committee

ing this morning's mee

indicated that Sfokes
“‘working tirelessly’’ sin
sumed the chairmanship’ts
panelon the right track. "7
Among moves- taken-by the

changedhands® -~ ¢ v

o All the physical evidefi¢
James Earl Ray in the King
was. subpoenaed from Shelby Cp
Tenn., officials, . and . -pablic
ceived by the committee.
o Arrangements weére made
vievi'{ Rﬁay il;e gg;nessylz& 4
week. He :pleaded: guilty. "%
King eight years ago and is-sexvijf
99-year term, ER
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On March 2 the court ruled 5-4 that
it is unconstitutional to treat widows
better than widowers in determining
their federal pensxons

IN STRIKING DOWN that
sion, the court said that it was based
u n “a tradxtional way' of thinking

ut females’” by Congress.

When it struck down. the better
treatment for widows, the court fore-
shadowed a ruling that also would
strike down another part of Social Se-

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

-Uniled Press International

j TO JOIN D.C. CHURCH—-Ptesidem and Mrs. Carter leave the First
:Church here yesterday accompanied by daughter Amy and her purse- -

Fitzpatrick (left), whom the mll‘ige
Fitzpatrick was released from a murder sentence. recently.

Amy in the White House. She first met the Carters when

ent was governor of Georgia and she took care of Amy under a state
se program founded by Carter

.URT

" Continned From A-1

E' FACT THAT Congress
ged its mind in 1972 and decided
sexes equally in calculat-
al Security pensions, the
‘said, made no difference in
validity of the old

gation recommended for

rovi- .

expensive, There is a lot of resentm
reaucracy.”

There also is some congressionz
about how much Carter can accom
port it in a general sense,’ say:

. Moffett, D-Conn., a member of the

Operations Commmee

*‘But I worked at HEW for three y
ple who have been in the executive de
more skeptical. The energy depart:
ization put a lot of functions under o
added a lot of supergrades. You just
and labels around.””

“Reorganization probably won't s;
won't make any great changes,”
veteran. ‘‘But it’s a renewal, a
chance to turn the soil over.”

Nevertheless there is obviously enc
tial for difficulties. No one knows yet
will propose that will create pressu
cial ‘interests. And the cofigressmen
prove they can face down the lobbyist

It also is unclear how much fallou:
from the outrage over the 19 water p
struck from his budget amendments
ruffled congressional feelings from
pointments, failures tn rancisle st «
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LOUISVILLE, Ky. (AP)
— U.S. Rep. Gene Snyder,
R-Ky., says he has referred
to the House Assassination
Committee a retired police
officer who claims FBI
agents propositioned him to
kill Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr.

In statements broadcast

Friday on WHAS-TV,

SR .

Snyder said the former
officer, who he declined to
name, has a tape recording
of a purported conversation
between himself and FBI
agents in which an alleged
suggestion was made to
murder King.

Accordmg to Snyder, the

former policeman “names
three FBI officers (and)

e

— Rep. Snyder Claims Letter Ties —
.. FBIToKing Assassination Try |

three or four prominent

people at that time in the
police department (and)
indicates that the offer was
made on two occasions in
his automobile where he
had a tape’recorder.”

Snyder, who represents

Kentucky’s 4th District,
declined to name dates and
the city where the pur-
ported offers were made.

Snyder also declined to
specify whether the former

officer was from Kentucky. .
He said the man contacted :
him by letter recently and :
- that he later met the man

and listened to one tape :
_ recording. :
Part of the tape was in-

audible, Snyder said, but he
was able to discern that the
subject  was

*I have talked to him and
in my opinion he appears to .
be a responsible citizen and .
[ think these kinds of leads,
need to be checked out, nh
Snyder said. :

Snyder sal,d'
Assassinations Committee

now has the tape recording *

and is investigating the
matter. .

King was assassinated in
Memphis, Tenn., in 1968.
The Assassinations

Committee recently said it

had new information on
King's murder, but has not
produced any evidence of
involvement by anyone-
other than the convicted

killer, James Earl Ray~——

King’sf
assassination.
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Snyder Contacted By Man
Whé&Claim”é"’
Plotted-To Kill

!

<= ByBILL HENDRICK recording the maﬁ said he made

Associated Press Writer
LOUISVILLE, Ky. (AP) — Rep.
Gene Snyder, R-Ky., said Saturday the
House Assassinations Committee is
investigating an allegation from a
“logical, rational” man who claims
several members of a police depart-

ment and FBI agents plotted to kill Dr.

Martin Luther King Jr.
Snyder said he met the man “face to
; face’” and that “he appeared to be
" rational, a logical kind of man.”
Snyder said he received a letter from
, the man and listened to a tape

g 4 pR1 LT

{ was in the police department I was

alleged assassination plot. He refused
to say whether the man or the police
department involved were in Ken-
tucky.

Asked why the man contacted him
and let him listen to a copy of the tape
recording, Snyder said “‘he may have
just been looking for someone with
nerve, a fighter.”

Snyder read part of the letter and
used the word “blank’® where the man
had used names. :

“I retired from (blank) police

epartment in (blank) after serving

blank) years,” the letter said. “While \;

innocently involved in a conspiracy to

‘assassinate Dr. Martin Luther King.

“Involved in this conspiracy were
agents of the Fedetal Bureau of In-
vestigtion, agents (blank), (blank) and
(blank) and others that I did not
know,” Snyder said, continuing to read
the letter. “Members of the (blank)
police department, chief of detectives, _
captain (blank), lieutenant . (blank), |
Mficer (blank), licutenant (blank) of }i
he homicide bureau and president of -
he FOP sergeant (blank).” .

&N
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11‘"‘1 BN Y
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1FOB stands for Fraternal Ordsj‘ of
Folice, a collective bargaining
Jgamzatlon for police officers.

Snyder said he could not divulge the
names listed in the letter or the
identity of the man who contacted him.

“What I'm saying,” Snyder said, *‘is
those blanks need io be protected if
there’s nothing to this. And if it is an
accurate allegation that he’s made,
hen the author of the letter needs to be
Jrotected. The committee is in-

J ‘estigating it.”

! Snyder said the man “mdlca/es'

further in the letter that after ke
retired he contacted who he says is
James Earl Ray’s attorney....”

Ray is serving a life term in prison in

connection with the assassinaton of the

late civil rights worker who was slain
in Memphis, Tenn., in 1968.

- Snyder said the former policeman
claimed he was offered $300,000 on two
occasions to kill King.

Richard A. Sprague, the
Philadelphia attorney who is chief
counsel for the assassinations com-
mittee, confirmed Snyder had turned
over material containing the
allegation. . ..

2

“The matter you refer to has been
referred to the committee and is under
investigation,” Sprague said.

Snyder said he would vote to con-
tinue funds for the committee’s con-
tinued existence solely on the basis of
the allegation brought to him.

The former policeman, Snyder said,
tried to turn over a tape recording of
the alleged $500,000 offer. to Ray’s
attorneys but finally was asked by one
of the attorneys’ investigators ‘‘where
he planned to hide if he tried to do

Tanythmg with the tape.”

i Snyder said he has discussed thq
allegatxon with Rep. Samuel L. Devine
¥ of Ohio, the ranking minority member

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

of the committee. Devine, a forme
FBI agent, checked into the man’
background and found him to be a
“solid citizen,” Snyder said.

Snyder said the man told him the
offers for him to kill King were made
in his automobile, where he had a tape ,
recorder. Snyder quoted the man as
saying he had two tapes, one of which
was either stolen or lost.
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ﬁe House Assassinations Commlt-
m meihed two new reports to

connection wif)) the

Br Martin 'Luther ng

Snyder, D—Ky“ frém a former

' who' .claims the FBI °
agents and police officers, conspired

- to-kill the civil rights leader and that
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New 'l'imes magazine which

p’n@om t Ray’s mysterious em- -
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er,
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“the letter to the Auociat

“the former
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' P olice Link to }
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Stokes, D-Ohio, and Sprague has ac *

knowladged ‘that its allegations are
- being inves B

According to Snyder, he has met
the fermer: pollceman “face to face”

— and he appeatrs to be a *‘rational,’
is a letter. réceived by Rep.

logical km of man.% Snyder said he
received the letter last month and
-also listened t¢ a tape recordin.

-man said he madé of the - alFeged

assassination plot.

‘The FBI said it had no comment .
.because the mitter is under congre»

e other is a- copyrighted arucle Y

mmﬁnvestlg;ﬁon '

SNYDER “OULD NOT say what
.police department was involved or
even if.it was.in Kentnc.kg He read:

Press but
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&n er. uiml:gg not know why
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