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Assassination Probes 
Associated ?ress \\ 

DALLAS-A Dallas Police Department spokes- ·~ 
man has confirmed that a House committee investi- '~ 
gating the 1963 assassination in Dallas of President 
Kennedy has subpoenaed all police records on the 
murder. 

Tiob Shaw said Crief Don Byrd received the sub-· 
poena. which calls for Byrd to appear before. the 
committee Ko\·. 29 and produce the records. 

It was not clear whether the subpoena also called 
for records of the subsequent murder of presiden­
tial assassin Lee Harvey Oswald by nightclub owner 
Jack Ruby. Ruby shot Oswald to death in Dallas 
~ov. 24. 1963, two days after Kennedy was killed. 
·>, The House Select Committee on .-\ssas9inations is 
l,rnking into the assassi,rtJ!tions of Kennedy and of 
ti1e Rev. :\Ia.rtin Luther ~ing Jr. 

! :,1eanwfille, m :\Tempnrs, six city officials have 
been subpoenaed to appear before the house com­
mittee Xov. 29 and bring files pertaining to the 
death of King, who was slain there in 1968. 

Police Director E. Winslow Chapman was served 
a subpoena Friday and ordered to supply the com­
mittee with all his department's "records, tapes, 

_ logs and other evidence" on the murder and the ar­
rest of confessed assassin James Earl Ray. 

Also subpoenaed were Shelby County Attorney 
General Hug;i Stanton and his chief investigator. 
Joh\\ Carlisle; Frank C. Holloman, who was fire and . 

,police director when King was killed: public de- j 
fendu Edward G. Thompson, and criminal court 1 

;~erk\7ames A. Blackwell:,__ , ~_j 

NO'l' RECORDED 
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r By John· M. Goshko undermine the authority of the otfi\ie,, 
. Wasbtn,ton Po&t staff Writers , of' Professional Responsibility. It· w\s 
,r~~-- Ge . , I . .., . ,_uey neral Edward H. Levi cl>eated by him to function within .the 

Y . · 'l'fjected a teeommendatlon Justice Department as. an inspecto5: 
h1s ciiil r.jgbta ohief that a CQIJl- gtneral's office, pursui:ng allegatioiJ~ 

· e ~Bl. -atside .the government Q/,_wrongdoJ.ngby department ~cials. · 
the· 1868 assassmatlon Of the · Levi's d~cision was· consistent with 

-; nF.!WlinuiLut&er king Jr. · · · the positlon:be took recently when the . 
. , ~ Ji.et! ' directed the Justice Justi'Qe Department reject~ as· ~ 
,. , • •s new Office. of · Profes. q'IJ.ate an ~~ .FBI ~vestigation of 

't,.._11Uillt,w .. to ~e ~ver and alleged flnanclal irregularities within . 
•~~ of -the King case.·• ~!-~eft~~: :~d!~~:: 

·. .~ ~ l>y l. Staruey: Le·.:· inste d bucked th . tter ~-, .. . , allldatant attorney general in ..., . . a ··. e ma 
:•~ the Civil Rights Division. 1 tel the FBI with orders that it carry sf ' •. 
· ··ac~on ~as·seen as an effort· io· a new probe that would be above s6-

..... ...: picio'b. 
ate wa. the department it• aowever, bbl decision to keep the 

, ~-. fr.pm aJlq&tiOJ)S .if King probe ~er .Justice Department . ~ . cover-up, ·ce in~ control l'aise the possibility of criU-

vestigate O Of its 11Dlts thoro~ ,ci.£.m from ci .:rfghts le"tders. And in 
~-~artially. · Atlanta, the Rev. Ralph Abernathy, 
• ¥ollow'ing a five-month preliminary who succeded King as head of tbk 

, Etion;.Pottinger on April. 9 rt- Southern Christian Leadership Confer-
. · . . · to·'l.eri that be· had found no ence, issui!d a statement yesterday de-

, , . . · · " ot FBI involvement ,in tbe manding "a gpecial commi.ttee of ~ 
.~oHhe black civil rights leader. tin.guisbe4. American. citizens who_owe 

,. · · ~r, Pottinger recommended no alle~ance to anyone except to 'the. ir 
·.;'fllafthe review be c:ompleted bi' an in• country. aud to justice and to in.th." .. 
,,tt.p.....,_ panel recruited from . out• Levi; announcement said Poffinler · 

· · · ,, ·. ern-.ent., Be repot.tedlY-' _.-. had reaclied the ''tentative eonclu· · 
:an tndependent·Jnq1iiry was . sions".~ th~ FBI had engaged in•. 
to resolve the questions ,.. campaign, to 4iicredit Kini- Howev~ 

,- still surrowidfug the Apii). ; bf 'found no ~qe indicating FBI 
:-. · Ahootfng of King in Memphis.:, .. eom.pltclty in:.Ktng•s murder or lacki1f 
, . ~ have been raised about .· .~~ess and honesty in the sub8e-
·.1•11d&l. .:.1,-1 probe of the. murdet be- ;qu,nt.lrBI inve~ ' .~ 
:· .. Pf eceut r~tJQns ..,atth~t1:" to.' 'nl_thee ~. ~•e · .Pro~:!.~.Respo·~--
: · · ~; . pped anil, bar~ . u,.u .. ....wwu --
:· .• , .~."": , .. , • • . . .,J,_ bWty ordered to:P.umte these ques-
- . · have Been questions abt..it ~ · d · · · 

e motives and activities of ions an als determine "whether the. 
;. . nvi'Cted. assassin, James Earl nature of the relationship betw~ the 

have J,eenfully explained. • bur'8u aD{f Dr. King calls,forcritnlnal 
• .- in bis announcement "'esterday, prosecutions, disciplinary. p:foceedlngs 

., or other appropriate acti&n." , -. i.., ~d .-~' me~tion Pottin1ers rec- ~Unger .told reporters th. ar:1.u '-.-
'.C)~on for an independent in- ti ~ ~ 1'i8ttee Department officials, .in• v. a on· had · involved a· 1:•..-QL 
. . J?ottip;ger, r.efUsed to. discuss approximately 3,500 clocuments Jiel4 by 

,: ~,,,..datfon ,,had hlten · •:-=eth.':dan , ,1'. __ ,· 0 h.:e 
··.·_ ;-· ... ;, .. ~',:M~ • 

. -.~. 
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leVJ: .. cm,GJlue ~view of l<i C. · , •• '.' 

By J'erry'~ . . aftno1mcemilat' ·et· 1.nrs' ~~., '1 
• : ., ;'J~'i. ,.·' ~ 41 ~. 

. Wllllli1lpm Siar Slaff Writer ., Asst. Atty. Geft, J, Staliley JtottiQaw • investllflt-,. . : . ~- ... 
Atty. Gen. E"8l"d H. Levi bas said "it is,pouitile".1tllat U!e tail· ~a=-~=r.=.~·•·---

forllMCI a task ,force within itie Jus- force review colild ~ different , . • _ . ,. . . , ·. ,_,, " 
tke l>ePanment tocentinue a review · ~ndings than the_inquiry be headed Levi direetect--tlle· · · . of'PII liles to determine whether tht or I wouldn't have recommended be co~~ as .,_ . . · · , ; 
~u propdly investigat~ the that t!tey. go forw~. This furdlel' dlat. the re-'8 -. .· . · ·· · • ·•· . 
assassination of Dr. ~ Luther lnvest1'1~~ may indeed turn up and FBI. DJreetot. .. · -~-. , ,; M,.: ·. ·: .. 
-~ Jr., or had any mvolvement in something. · . ::t.ePtµini. er.esli1Uted;. · (tltj-. it . · 
Ju& dtath. Jn!ormed sources have aid that . . !'montbs'' for tll,:..,_ ._....►, 
. ~vi called for.• the ·expanded in- Pottinge~ recommended to. Levi that reYJew some •M• · li$el: GIi r•· , 

· (pfY, after reee~. · I finds-of. a five- a blue rib~ panel of pnwte •. ncl t,bat are stored •. FDI ._ ......... · 
. ~ civil rights. d1vl$ion review .of ~ubJic citizens conduct the klv._., and at FBI fu,kl ._.: .~: 111, 
some 3,50Q FJ3l files on King that t1on, but Pottinfer declined to dis- country. , , ·. · . · .. 
'"-tatiyety" eunerated th~ buteau cuss the interna memorandum sent ,i~ · .: .,. 1 

of a.o, lints to.fhe. black clviJ rights by_ him to the attorney general. He POTl'INGER, ill rnpm1St ,lit/• 
:lelMlet't•1-~J .. ~l 1968. sa1~ he supported Levi's recommen- question, indicated tbat·tttie,e, ... 
•. .· _., ... ,r •· · ientatively found ~t1ons · and dee~ that ".the J..- nine FBI of.ficials •·· · ·. ·.,; tM.. F-IJ.s prole 'of the assassination tice Department IS laoaest·enougb tct proved an4,direeted ._.. · · ·' , . 

t6 1>e '"honest and thorough." But, it , inv;~tiaate properly and ~- campaign of 1$ifta but 11.e · ·. · ... · 
silo~ evidence that the FBI under- ly · tht17 were either, "aft . . . tcw . ·;-
took a ~~systematic program".of bar- The expanded review, which will tired" and declined to· 1:hesa: 
assi,iem against King in order to dis-. include the questioning of witlleises, , , a..:··•·•·.·l!IG: ~.-·-.. 
c;rt1,1it him and the movement he led. Will be carried out by the J..Uce o.,.; • ~ ---

. · partment•• Office of ~ionaJ, · · · ~s· N · l) 1 
~ IN .·g.JSCUSSJNG today's Responsibility, which handle internal Washington tar- ews 
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"There may be others in 
the ~ we may not have 
klentif1ed," he added. "and 
the task force will try to 
track them." He said there 
,nay be lower level. FBI 
officials still in the bureau 
who were involved in the 
King harassment cam-

pail:i1e the five-year stat­
ute of liftlitationJ ,ales out 

. prosecutions on any wrong­
doing . found by the task 
fo~ th~ statute has no ef­

'. feet on any conspiracy to 
· eover up the harassment 

campaign. . 
Pottinger said that the 

records reviewed showed 
thal FBI Director J. Edgar 
Hoover did- not see the .ac­
tivities bf the FBI against 
King as an "harassment 
campaign. He want5Jt to 
be effective." But PO\llllger 

.. decline4 to disc\lSS . ~s 
q_f ~ brassment activities 
that were uncovered ill the 
FBI-documents. · · 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



--­~l!U!IIIIIII! 

1urs., Fri.) 
J 

Shop Landmark~Tyson 
l 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



j 

.. 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE AT 11:00 A.M~, E.D.T. 
"THti~SDAY, APRIL 29, 1976 

In response to inquiries from the news media 
regarding the Civil Rights Division's review of the Martin 
Luther King files, Attorney General Edward H .• ·Levi today 
issued th~ following statement: · 

.. _;. __ ' 
1·have directed the Office of Professional Responsibility, . . 

i 
headed by Michael Shaheen, to complete a review of all record,s 

in the Depar.trnent of Justice concerning the Reverend Dr. 

·Martin Luther King, Jr. The Civil Rights Division, under the 

personal direction of Assistant Attorney General J. Stanley 

Pottinger, completed on April 9 a five-month'preliminary 

review of files at FBI headquarters.. As a result of this 

preliminary review, the Civil Rights Division has recommended 

that the review be carried forward to completion with an 

additional examination of records at FBI headquarters and 

field offices. It is beliey~that more J~a~ 2J_~;-~o~, a:cum
1
~~-ts 

b . 1 d ·1•1 . '../ 1 • 1 1/ _,, may e 1.nvo ve .• / l; -· · ·· iioT'"°RECOmiii>" 

On the bas·is of this prel.iminary rElllltJA¥ lis~lftant 
4 

Attorney Ge·neral Pottinger stated that his C I I thrQ IOAClusions 

were (1) there was no bas~s to believe that the FBI in any way 

caused the death of Dr. King, (2) no evidence was discovered 

that the FBI investigation of the assassination of Dr. King 

was not thorough and honest, and (3) ins~ances were found 

indicating ttlat the FBI undertook a systematic program of 

harassment of Dr. King in order to discredit him and harm both 

• him and the movement he led. f,c.u /l~ 
1976 ' . 

'-/i- 3F,t6.J 
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In orde.~:ing on April 26 the compltc:e review by Mr. 

Shaheen, I directed that the inves~igation.he sompleted 

forthwith an.d that answers to four specific questions be 

furnished to me and FBI Director Clarence M. Kelley on the 

basis of the ~eview of all documents: 
/-

~ Whether·the FBI investigation of Dr. King's_ 
I 

. . ~ .. . ' 
assassiriation was thorough-and honest; 

I • 
Whether there is any evidence that the FBI was 

involved in the assassination of Dr. King; 
... 

---Whether, in light of the first two matters, there 
. , 

is any new evidence which has come to the attention of the 

Department concerning the assassination of Dr. King; 

-- Whether the nature of the relationship between the 

: Bureau and Dr. King calls for crimina_l prosecutions, disciplinary 

proceedings 4 or other appropriate action. 

Mr. Pottinger pointed out that the Civil Rights 

Division has been continuo~sly investigating allegations 

concerning the assassination of Dr. ·King as these allegations 

come to the attention-of the Department • 

.. 

I 

• 

. . 
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J~4.ependent Profie 
On IGng Proposed 

.. By John ;\I. G-Oshko and ,,;arren Brown 
Washlr,11:ton P.ost Sta.!! Writers 

The Jus~ice Department's 
Civil Rights Division next 
week will recommend that 
Attorney General Edward 
H. Levi appoint a _committee 
of persons outside of gov­
ernment to study the 1968 
assassination of the Rev. Dr. 
Mai-tin Luther King Jr. 

Informed sources said the 
recommendation by Assist­
ant Attorney General J. 
Stanley Pottinger will argue 
that an independent inqui­
ry is n e c e s s a r y even 
though a four-month Justice 
Department review of the 
King ca5e found 110 evidence 
that the FBI or other gov­
ernment agencies were in­
volved in the killing of the 
blac-k civil rights leader. 

Suspicions have "·cen 
raised about the initial gov­
ernment probe of the mur-

der because.of recent reve­
lations that the FBI sub­
jected King to \\-iretapping 

· and harassment. Questions 
also have been raised about 
whether the motives and ac­
tivities of the convicted as­
sassin, James. Earl Ray, have 
been fully explained. 

For these reasons, the 
sources said, Pottinger, who 
headed the re,;iew, feels 
that an independent inquiry 
is necessary to resolve the 
questions still surrounding 
the April 4, 1968, shooting of 
King in :Memphis. 

The inquiry would deter­
mine whether a full-scale in­
vestigation of the assassina­
tion should be resumed. 
And, the sources said, Pot­
tinger's report will recom­
mend that for reasons of 
credibility it sh£>uld be con-
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A06RAY l 
1ST ADD RAY NASHVILU RFR 4-6 XXX CARES NOT TO D.i.• 
LIVINGSTON LAST VISITED RAY IN FEBRUARY SHORTLY AFTER THE 6TH 

RfiijHt~f~PEALS COURT IN CINCINNAT~,-~K ;~; ,,P7~A FOR A TRIAL UNDER 
PRISON SPOKESMEN SAID RAY. WHO NOW HAS A CELLMATR. IS LOOKING 

BETTER SINCE HE WAS RELEASED FROM HIS -S.OllTARY--(I£CL ON THE PRISON'S 
MAXIMUM SECURITY UNIT LAST AUGUST. 

BERNARD FENSTERWALD JR or WASHINGTON. ANOTHER RAY LAWYER. DISPUTES 
THOSE WHO SAY RAY HAS CHANGED HIS STORY OVER THE YEARS AND IS NOT TO 
BE BELIEVED. . 

•I DON'T THINK HE'S BEEN INCONSISTENT.• FENSTERWALD SAID IN A 
TELEPHONE INTERVIEW. •HE'S ALWAYS MAINTAINED HE WAS NOT AT THE SCENE 
OF THE CRIME. IT'S JUST THAT HE'S BEEN ASKED SO MANY DETAILED 
QUESTIONS THAT UNLESS HE HAD A PHOTOGRAPHIC MEMORY. HE'S BOUND TO 
HAVE SOME DISCREPENCIES.• 

LIVINGSTON INSISTS THAT HIS CLIENT HAS A CHANCE or ACQUITTAL IF HE 
IS SUCCESSFUL IN WINNING THE FULL-FLEDGED TRIAL RE GAVE UP IN 1969 TO 
AVOID THE ELECTRIC CHAIR. 

•rr WE COME TO TRIAL. THE BURDEN WILL BE ON THE STATE OF TENNESSEE 
TO PRODUCE EVIDENCE TO P80VE HIM GUILTY.• THE PLAIN-SPOKEN MEMPHIS 
ATTORNEY SAID. •THEIR EVIDENCE IS CIRCUMSTANTIAL AT BEST AND I THINK 

. WE CAN PUNCH HOLES IN IT•• 
THE STATE SASES ITS CASE ON FINGERPRINTS FOUND ON THE RIFLE USED 

IN THE SLAYING AND A WITNESS WHO CLAIMS HE SAW RAY FLEEING FROM THE 
FILTHY FLOPHOUSE BATHROOM WHERE THE SINGLE SHOT THAT SEVERED KING'S 
SPINAL CORD ALLEGEDLY WAS FIRED. 

•THE STATE'S STAR WITNESS IS ESSENTIALLY A SKIDROW DRUNK.• DRAWLED 
LIVINGSTONt.. •·AND HIS CREDENTIALS ARE NOT UNIMPEACHABLE. I HA~DLY 
THINK HIS ~VIDENCE WILL STAND UP IN COURT." . 

RAY4 WHO HAS SAID HE HAD NOTHING AGAINST KING AND HAD NEVER SEEN 
HIM.. HAS MAINTAINED THAT HE WENT TO MEMPHlS AT THE REQUEST or A 
MYSTERIOUS MAN KNOWN TO HIM ONLY AS "RAOUL• • 

HE ADMITS THAT HE BOUGHT THE .30-0o RIFLE IN BIRMINGHAM AND 
REGISTERED AT THE SLEAZY BOARDINGHOUSE ACROSS FROM THE MURDER SPOT. 
BUT SAYS HE FIRST HEARD OF THE CIVIL-RIGHTS LEADER'S DEATH AS HE 
DROVE HIS WHITE MUSTANG TOWARD MISSISSIPPI. 

HE SAID HE PANICKED WHEN HE HEARD ON THE CAR RADIO THAT HE WAS 
WANTED FOR THE CRIME. AND BEGAN A FLIGHT WHICH ENDED IN HIS ARREST IN // 
ENGLAND JUNE s. 1968. It' , 

THE STATE'S POSITION. WHICH HAS BEEN UPHELD ONCE BY A u.s. . 
DISTRICT COURT IN MEMPHIS. IS THAT RAY IS "AN INTELLIGENT AND 
SEASONED CRIMINAL WHO WAS AND IS WELL AWARE OF THE NATURE OF CRIMINAL /4 
PROCEEDINGS.• \ . 

A BRIEF FILED BY ASSISTANT STATE ATTORNEY GENERAL WILLIAM RAYNES ~~v~. 
JR. SAYS RAY.DELIBERATELY ENTERED THE GUILTY PLEA TO·AVOID THE DEATH ' , 
PENALTY. ; 

·•THERE WAS NO REAL HOPE OF AVOIDING THE DEATH PENALTY FOR JAMES 
EARL RAY OTHER THAN TO ENTER THE PLEA or GUILTY ••• AND RAY'S DECISION 
WAS A REASONED AND INTELLIGENT ONE." HAYNES WROTE. 

THE JUSTICE DEPARTMENT. WHICH HAS SO FAR DECLINED SUGGESTIONS THAT 
IT REOPEN THE KING INVESTIGATION. HAS STATED IT IS SATISFIED THAT RAY 
ACTED ALONE. BUT STILL UNANSWERED IS THE QUESTION OF WHERE RAY--A 
SMALL-TIME HOLDUP MAN AND ESCAPEE FROM THE MISSOURI STATE 
PRISON--OBTiINED THE MONEY TO FINANCE HIS $2.000 MUSTANG. HIS TRIP TO 
MEMPHlS AND SUBSEQUENT FLIGHT THROUGH FOUR COUNTRIES. 

WHEN HE WAS CAUGHT. THE FUGITIVE STILL HAD-$200 IN HIS POSSESSION. 
THOSE WHO BELIEVE THE CASE SHOULD BE REOPENED POI~T TO RECENT 

HINTS OF A CONSPIRACY BROUGHT FORTH BY CONVICTED-HEROIN DEALER ROBERT 
BYRON WATSON AND CONVICTED CONFIDENCE MAN CLIFFORD He ANDREWS. CLAIMS 
BY WATSON AND ANDREWS THAT THEY HEARD or A PLOT AGAINST KING HAVE 
LARGELY BEEN DISCOUNTED. BUT HAVE RAISED SOME QUESTIONS. 

IN ADDITION. RUMORS OF AN FBI CONSPIRACY AGAINST KIN~ HAVE ALSO 
SURFACED. 

LAWYERS FOR BOTH SIDES NOW SAY THAT WHETHER RAY GETS A TRIAL WILL ~ 
LIKELY BE DECIDED BY THE SUPREME COURT. POSSIBLY IN EARLY 1977. 

"ANY WAY I SEE IT. THE SUPREME COURT IS GOING TO HA VE TO DECIDE 
THE MATTER.• LIVINGSTON SAYS. "THEY CTHE PROSECUTION) FOUGHT US EVERY , (' i 
STEP OF THE WAY. IF WE WIN IN THE APr,EALS COURT. THEY'LL FIGHT US ON J 
UP TO THE SUPREME COURT. IF lrlE'LOSE. ·you CAN BE SURE WE'LL APPEAL." ~ 

HENRY HAILE. .A FORMER ASSISTANT TENNESSEE ATTORNEY GENERAL WHO WAS1 
PART OF THE FI~ST SUCCESSFUL ATTEMPT TO BLOCK A TRIAL FOR RAY. . 
AGREES. 

• RAY'S ATTORNEYS WILL BE FIGHTING IN THE APPEALS COURTS AS LONG AS G'-\ 
LIFE AND BREATH HOLD our.• HE SAID RECENTLY. ll'~v 

RAY. ·wHo WILL PROBABLY FACE CHARGES IN MISSOURI AND ENGLAND EVEN 'I 1., 
IF HE CAN CONCEIVABLY WIN AN ACQUITTAL IN THE KING MURDER CASE.. ,t I'} 
BECOMES ELIGIBLE FOR PAROLE 22 YEARS FROM NOW EVEN THOUGH HIS If 
SENTENCE DOES NOT OFFICIALLY EXPIRE UNTIL APRIL 29. 2019• 

BUT TENNESSEE'S RETIRING STAR PRISONER SHOWED THE FIRST TRACE OF A 
SMILE AS HE INDICATED HE'D RATHER RISK A TRIAL THAN CONTINUE TO SERVE 
OUT HIS TERM IN HIS DINGY. CRAMPED PRISO~ CELL. 

"YOU'VE NEVER BEEN IN "PRISON. HAVE YOU'l" HE SAID WRYLY. "THAT'S ::NtJ:· I TJII~ ,I NEED TO SAY•• 
~' ADV·FOR·AMS SUN APRIL 4 

UPI 04•01 08:23 PES . 
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By ,John :IL c;'.,shl:0 anrl \Yari'('n Brown 
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Thr .Tus!i(·c Dcp~rtmcnt's 
CivH Hight:-- ))~yi~i01~ li""d 
week ,•:ill rccr, 111mc11cl (1;;,l 

/1.tto:·ncy Gcncr.:il Ed1•;;1rcl 

JI. Lc~.-i <1pp. int:~ cn1r11i1ittre 

of p 1;rsP1\S out:~idc- c,~ rc,v-

c:ss;,~_c.,in11tl~::1c,,..t_l1(' i~<'\". ])t·. 

1\lnrtm l.1,(11.£_1,:Jg12B.k.---· 
Jnlnrn~ ~:~n1r1.._·cs ~~r,:~1 tlH) 

rf'con11nC'r1c1:dion by A,: ;:-:t­
ant Atllffn~·~' Cei~!. r:d tl. 
st~dl}Cy Pot· in~~·~r \\ ill ;ir~:1~P 

tirnt an ii,d,·1,,1,:'.c-;·,1 rn,;u> 
1v I,. n c c c, s s .:i r :,· c. H:11 

t\on ·1· a fo11r-1r;nnth .lt::/i,·t' 
])C'j"1:::'tff1C:l): f('\'i0\t.' r,f th~' 
l~ill~ eo.~-c f 1J~tncl t11J .~ \·ich·11c :: 
th;.it the, F'BI or 0\'.1cr ~~o·;­
fTnE1c·1!t c::;cncirs. ,rcrc in­
YO]Yec1 i11 l1!::-' ]:jl)jJ;··[ of tl:? 
bl:n . .-1: civil r}[~iH:., lvi.;'.._('._:r·. 

Stbt">i.- L--.i;:-; h:--.\·r L~''·n 
r2i:::.c·d ~·)1J~1t t'.:,..., jr:iti;:1 ;:1.-;r­
crr,1·,•.:,~-t J,1i r.l cf t::c- r,-111r-

n Li 

dr1· b~r1usc of rcrcnt rcvc­
);lfinn.; lh:1l the FDI sub­
jected King to \1ircbp1,in;'. 
aud 11:1rJs:-11.1c:1L Quc~U011~ 
2l'.:r1 ha\'C bcr11 r;1'.sc·d ahout 
\, hc~l,ri the mol'·:rs ~w1 :J('· 

tivitics of (!ic co:1,·ictcd ,,,. 
s·,:;,in, .1:,mcs E:,rl JI:,:;, h,,vi\ 
bCC'll fullv C'xtJ!ai11C'rl. I 

}'o!· t~rs~~ rr~sons, tJ1~ 
source.:; ~aicl, Pottinger, \"~10, 

Jw;;:l.::d tltC' r,,·,cic:•.,·, feels 
that ~n inclcpcJ1rlci1t inquiry 
is n(•rrss8 ry lo :·r,oh'c thi: 
quC'.c;1 lons stPl ~U!.TOiJ~1(ling 

the AJ:,ril 4, HIG,'', ~hl:(l'.i1.; of 
King ii1 ).Ie1rir1Li.::. 

The inquiry \',:,ulcl c,c\c,r­
n~i11c \\·hc<hcr n fu11·~ca1e h1-
vcsti;rr1tion of 1b-:.: c1ss.:-1:.::.ina­
Vnn should be rc:-·:n:C'--1. 
And, 1hc 0O1:rccs !=:Cdr1\ Pot­
tin;/er's report Y.'i:1 re:ccir11-
1111'n<l th~,! fc, rc·2s0ns of 
crcdi:JiJity it ~1101:1Cl t.·; c;,n-
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wcrk ,dll rccommrnd th~t 

AUc,·::cy Gcnrr~l E(lwarcl 

H. Lc,i ,q1point a corn mitt.cc 

of pcr~utt~ oti~~ir1c cf gu, • 

crnrncnt to ~tttc~r tbc. 1r0n 
ri.s~;1ssin~Jio~; o,f-\l1c· nt•Y. l)r. 

].Jartin 1__~_1_thcr\T:
1

1n0 Jr. 
111for111.ccl ~r,t•rn:: ·:c,~;cJ the 

rf't0n1n1(•nclat~,·,11 by .\· •isl­
.i.11t Attornc~· C,cn~r:,1 J. 
S1cin1ry Votti!<~cr \\'ill (ir~-~uP 

t11~t an ~;1ch'p2nr_~c-n1. ircc~u~­
ry i~ )\ CC e ~' a}' y (, ,CT, 

tlwu;ih a four-n·,uutl: .Jl,~lic:c 
Dcpa\lrnC'11t rc\'icw of th,, 
1'~1!'1 r0.-.:-=· fu1,nd 1,u C'\·i~~C1iCC 

t1,,1t tLc- FnJ m ut,;r-r ;;r,\·· 
,'rnn,r·nt ~~!,c-nc\t '-: WC'\'t.' in­
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bl,1.,·k ri\·il ri _\11-; 1<-:,rl1·1·. 

S-,.1 • ~>)rir1u;:. · b~t\·e bcl'Jl 
ra\:~c<i ::tL,Jui l:\l' ii:iii::1 ;i.c,\·­

er111,wnt proLc· (:f tlw niur-

clcr because of recent rc,·c­
lations that the FJ\I sub· 
jCl:1cd King to wirct~pping 
s.ncl h<>.rctssrnent. Qur.~tion:S 
ah,o haYc b,~cn raised ~r,o,it 
wllc\l;cr the rnotiyes ,,.nd .,c­
tL·it:c~, uf the cenYlrtL:oJ rt~­
~: s,,in. Jr,.mcs 1':c11·\ nay. h,1.':c­
bt-t.--11 fll11Y 2:~1J1a~::1:.·d. 

Yor thcc:c d:a~c•ll:'. thc­
~cur.:-·c::. ~:~•ict -Pottin~:rr, ,.\·ho 
hc::c1c.,_~ the: rc1:i~,.1.·, it~cls 
t!wt an i11c1c'pcndcnt in(!t,iry 
h 11ctc,so.ry to rcsoh·c th:; 
q,_;cstions still snrrom,d:11 6 
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Ein;: in :\rcrnph~: ... 
, Tl1,· inr,uiry wcul,l uctcr-) 
h1int· ,,·hc·th.::r r1 fu11·stalc iLt· i 

YC.:~L~~-~~on (1f thl' ~1;,~l':".isi1:,.t-, 

''tio,1 shuulc1 be n·"u11,,·cL' 
.\11cl. the sources ,:ticl. l'ut­
tin~;cr' _:; re:port \1.·ill rc1•PJY1-
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tndepcndent Inq_uiry Sought 
In Dr. King's Assassination 

KING, From Al 

ducted by persons independ­
ent of the Justice Depart­
ment, which has policy con­
trol over the FBI. 

,Accorcling to the sources, 
Pottinger is recommending 
tl>at the committee · of il~­
flUiry look into such ques­
tions as whether there was 
any FBI complicity in 
King's death, whether the 
FBI vi,1lated any laws or 
poliry ~uidelir;es in its deal-

. ings with King, c1nd whether 
any conspiracy, s.iy, of 
p"ersons outsid0 go,ernrr,ent, 
w:is connected to the mur­
der. 
· 'f'hee sn1,rcrs s11icl the studv 

· co'mmlttr:e, as riwisioned i;1 
Pot!in~;r.,r's repo"t, would 
have no rJ:·c:sccutod~l func· 
tion. In ,t ear1, it wonl ct re­
ViC\'.' the record, hrar new 
evidence, if ;rny, and a(l\'isc 
the .;\ttorney General 
whether it bc-Jipves that· 
t!1~.'! c ai'e grouncls for pt11·.3u­

inf C1e Kii,g c·a,L,, ted1ni­
c,, \i1y 11c\·cr c-lo,rd, with a re­
nq-r,l im·cstig;ition. 

The sources said that Jus­
tice Department officials be­
lieve that a study committee 
can be named unrler the 
provisions of the 19i2 Advi­
sory Commission Act, which 
was designed to provide bet­
ter public insight into gov­
ernment operations. The 
legislation requires that at 
least one member he a gov­
ernment official with the 
power to con\'ene and dis­
miss meetings. 

However, the sources 
added, Pottinger's recom­
mendation will be that most, 
if not all, of the Qther mem­
be,.s be drawn from outside 
the goyernrnent. Although 
the sources would not spec:u­
latc on na:J1E·s thC'Y said it 
se 0 mcd obvious tlrnt some 
wou1d be pers0n, prominent 
in the ch-ii righb move­
ment. 

1 a secret, six-year campaign 

/ 

to harass and try to discred­

it King. Agents bugged Dr. 

, King's telephone conversa­
l tions and sent him an anon­
j ymous letter cont,dning def-

amatory infonnatlon about 
his personal life. 

Ray, who has told a 
murky and contradictory 
story about his invoh·C'ment 
in the murder, is now seek­
ing to overturn his 99-year 
prison sentence and ,1·in a 
new trial. His lawyers have 
said that if his 2ppcal i& 
granted, Ray will a ttt•mpt to 
pro\·e that he was coerred 
into plrading guilty to the 
killing. 

Th cse de,·clopment~ 
camed Levi to direct the 
Civil H!;::hts Di\'isi'.:in, v:hi:h 
is headed by Pottin,Pr, to 

Questions about tlie King •­
case have been growing 
sintc last No\·C'rnbrr when 
thr ;,r11c1t<> i1,trlligrncr com· 
1nittrr· hearing:; revtc:..led 
th::il tlw latC' FBI clirec1or, J. 
Edgar Hoo\·er, had inspired 

Felt _____ _ 
Baker _____ _ 
Bishop ____ _ 

Callahan 
Cleveland ttz;, 
Conr ~d ___ -_·_·-_·_ 

J. STA.i.;LEl" ro·.1T;:-,GER 
•.• hc:ide:l the re\'icw 

re\'icw federal 1-ec-')rds r::-bt­

ing to the ass;,,sincition fnr 

any acldilional li;:lil th?Y 

might sher! en the fBh 
can1i10.ig~ 2 gc:~~st K.ing at.ct 
its pursuit of Ra:-.. I 

Thl· W::ishington Post 
Tim::-', Hcn,!d __________ _ 

ThP Fv,01,ing SL~,r (\\'c:sLingiu>1) -·-· 

The Sundny Star n1i·nsh1ng~u1.) ____ _ 

Daily t,c-,,s C,cw Yurk) _______ .. __ 

Sunday i'""·s (~•·w Yorkl .. 
New Yori: Po~t ______________ _ 

The New York Times ___ _ 

The lJnily \\'r,ild _____ _ 

Thr: Nev: LLr,dc:;- ____ _ 

Th,~\',';,,] St!TC'l .Jr_,urncol 

The N:,tio1rnl C)i;,;,_•rvPr 

P,·oplc',; \\'nr!,! __ 
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r FindsNoPlotorU.S.R.ole r #~- ~~::.'~0
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S 
.,,,-f Spec. Inv. __ 

·: ! /'', / "/ 

I · • ( Training 

.t ~- . By JOHN M. CREWDSON " y ---
• SP<ci•l toTh•N•wYc,-kTim.. I· Telephone Rm. -,,.i. / 
, . WASHINGTON, March 23- rupt Dr. King's ~ivil rights cam• Dire~tor Sec'y -
• ·:~he Just_ic~. Department's civil paign and the volumes of 
·. · rights d1v1s10n, after a four-. evidence gathered by the bure-
. month study of Federal records . . h f Mr Rav 

relating to the assassination au m its searc or · J • 

_A}f the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther who was sentenced to 99 yea_rs 
Kin_g Jr:, has'foimd no evidence in jail after confessing his guilt 
o{ government complici~y or a·s Dr. King's murderer. 
of a tangible conspiracy m the There was initial concern 
black leader's death, accor~ing among past and present Just_ice 
to department sources. . lawyers familiar with the King 

But Assistant Attorney Gen- case that the F.B.I. might have 
era! J. StanleY: Pottin~er, who contributed directly of inadver• 
headed the re':1ew of files ~o~- tently to Dr. Kinfs death _or 
piled at the time of Dr. Kmg s miaht have failed to warn him 
death in 1968, is _neve_rtheles_s of ~,plot against his life. 
expected by some Justice o~f1; Although the civil rights law­
cials to recommend a new m- vers reportedly have found no 
quiry into the assassination in hnt that the F.B.I. played a 
hopes of resolving pE,rsis~ent role in Dr. King's death, or'! 
questions. about the motives that Mr. Ray was only ?. part 

~\:tivities ?f James E~rl of a larger ass2ssi~jcm .~on­
Ray, the convicted assassin. spiracy, they apparency--fiavc 

One source noted that Mr. concluded that a r.ew new 
Pottinger's report on the mat F.BJ. investigation of the rr.ur­
ter, described as "quite length•1der would prove ·or d:sprovc, 
ly," would not be sent to once and for all, Mr. Ra.y's 
Attorney General Edwar_d .H. allegations. · I 

,Levi u·ntil late this week or Mr. Ray is now seeking a 
early next and that a· recom- new trial and his case is bcfOie 
mendation to begin a full-scale the Unit~d States Court of Ap­
field investigation of the Mem- peals for the Sixth Circuit in 
phis assassination had.not yet Cincinnati. If his appeal is 
been committed_ to pal?er. granted, his lawyE,rs say, he 

But tr,e source said that a will attempt to show only that 
new investigation would be he was coerced into admitting 
"the most credible way ~o his guilt and will not help I 
handle" the renewed pub)ic identify the "real" assassin. 
concern that resulted from dis- Mr. Ray admits to -having 
closures last November by_ the been· in Memphi~ on April 4, 
Senate Intelligence Committee 1968, the day thJ.t Dr. K:ng 
of a secret six-year effort b7 was felled by a high-powered 

: the-,Federal Bureau of Invest1- rifle bullet fired from a room­
gation\t,-!cnass and discrtdit ing house near his hotel. But 
Dr ... King. the prisoner has_ since told a 

Those disclosures prompted tangled and somec;:,·,"..S conlra­
Mr. Levi to ask the civil rights dietary story that makes him 
division to review both the out to be a p,;wn in a larger I :::~·L's covert attempt to dis-/ plol to murder Dr. King. , __ 1 

,I 

ti 
i 

---NOT RErnnDI~D 
202 APR 5 1976 

Th~ngton Pos~---

Washington Star-News----~ 

Daily News (New Yor/?-fl' 
The New York Times , 
The Wall Street Journal ----..~J 

The National Observer---~ 

The Los Angeles TimPs 0 
LLJ 

------'----------;;;..J 

W\!1 2 ,1 1976 
Dute ______ _ 

Li: 
' f 
<( 
z 

0:: 
0, 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



... ----· - -•-·-- .... ---·--··--•.,--· -·----41:-'-••--···--•----- ··-

FJ-350 (R, .- 7-16-63) 

I 
i 

Co1J17 s .. ,,., · 

1 
.i 

{Mount Clipping In Space Below) 

Article on Invaders 

1 

1111d Ki'IU_, . .,.CuraJe 
.--· di' ·-. .. .... -~.--

i\PR . 281976 

nOw ...... r.rrt ... the -­
president· cf ---~ 
Institute, told the•· Tri-State 
Defender that a recent report 
on the now defunct mllttant 
organ~n by a New York 
l'MNl$P,,aper Is not complet~!ly 
accJ,ll'&te. 

· Smith, who served on the 
executive board of the 
Invaders said he, and other 
members of the organization 
were aware of Infiltrators long 
before the death of Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Smith said . 
those sources used In the 
ar.tlcle appearing In the 
Garden City . ~wday . was 
misleadlog. -He said ''people, 
when uked to speak on 
aspects of a subject they are 
familiar with.~ a tendency 
to talk about that aspect which 
- know l111ast about. 
. 'i;~,-H.••:.. ':· . ..... ~ -~"'f._~·· .. . . 

··,~--•-w,s ··obviously the 
~'be ··conlm · ..i :"with;:; 
't¥aose'incnds of at'\i"li who.' ' 
the writer used as sources. 
The story said "according· to 
some witnesses, ~ · 100-
member group called the 
Invaders led the March 28 
riots · which . attempted to 
discredit King's efforts. 

"Following the riot, In 
\Y,hich one youth was kiU,d, 
stotes . Injured, in.d 238 
arrfflecl, King: vowesf .. !hist he 
wo.µkJ re~rt to prove ~t h,e 
still ~oulc~.J,od;~-.ni;m-violent 
demonstration." 

\ 
\ 

1 

Asl()C. Dir. ---·-·· 
Dep.-A.D.-Adm.-­
I'rp.-A.D.-Inv, .. ---­

As;;t. Dir.: 
Admin .. -----· 
C•smp. Srt ...... . 
Ext. Affairs -
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Directer Sec'y --· 
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Smith • sai«a ··since the 
organization felt that a small 
nucleus of the black com­
munity was leading King in 
the wrong direction as far as 
strategy was concerned, the 
Invacle8 decided they wollkl 
not 1'ke J)1lr:t In the march. He 
said at the time many ))90ple 
were dawning Invader jackets 
because "they were very easy 
to make." 

Smith said It wasn't that 
people were Interested In 
what happened to Dr. King at 
the time, rather It was what 
would happen to the other 
black ministers such as Rev. 
Janaes - Lawson and Rev. :t"•litf•tt••'1'• 1Wer,· 

· to·t.t,e ·~ l11'9: --. . . ' -..- . . -~ " - . 
UJHl ·· mvt.,~,with 

. . • · .Z Is · staff and 

S. ·· fllN. · ·'to •. · ·." .M:· , f"'' ewed ·violence ,.,., ., .. , .... 
Inv "; ,.. ,. , . . . wete given 

The article written ·by Les ' $ , 6 redeveldp their 
!Payne stated, "several FBI community 'They Just got 
Informants and at least one louder and louder,' one aide 
undercover agent from the who was at the meeting 
Memphis Police Department recalled. "We told them we 
were among the most active didn't have ~ess to that kind 
members of a young, violence of money. We had to put 
prone black group which them out." 
openly opposed King's ., Smith stated, ''There were 
peaceful .,mare],. supporting no shouting matches. We 
the. city's Slinltaflon workers." attempted .to show Dr. King 

Smith said the organization that the time had come for 
had many people associated community organizing at a 
with It · directly and indirectly grass roots level. Smith stated, 
lwho were on the payr.olls of "King allowed hlmseH to be 
!(he FBI, CIA and Memphis led by a small segment of the 
Police Department. As for the Memphis black leade1$hlp. 
members of the Invaders that We got the lmpAISlion that, 
Infiltrated our group, some of during the meetb1g, he un­
our members had seen him In c:kntood what~ were saying 
Indiana and were aware of .and that Is ·that the younger 
the fact that he was an In• . ele~t of the Memphis 
~ ···• ··: · · ~eeen~--·-ored· 
i1~wday Article staied/1·;-f!~~~ .:. _·· r,,' . ' . ed 
•►"' ,, . . . 4.-the day Kln~•~.s-i)4kfl~~p . ·;/ t,;.,~ ,,;-~ 
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By HORACE SAVAGE 
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A word needs be said about Lane College's 
awareness'of our national history as all hands 
at this historic Institution celebrate the 200th 
Anniversary .of our, nation. ,r. , 

Dr. Ronald Cunningham, head of the 
e Division of Social Sciences, pointed the way 
y by securing the services of the Reverend 
,f , Jesse Jackson,. to appear at Lane. Reverend 

Jackson l')'lade a vivid Impression upon the 
8 overfk>w crowd that attended his appearance 
d at the coll_ ege. ;t 

Dr. Cunningham said that the· national 
preslddent of P.U.S.H. was 'delighted to come 
and fellowship with citizens and students of 
Jackson. Reverend Jackson said some very 
pointed things, while speaking at. the historic 
St. Paul C.M:E. Church. 

, Reverer 
advice but 
preacher,, 
impart the 
see that h 
finger nail 

, .111:1ords tha1 
the words 

Dr. Ror 
most of ti 
services, \ 
citizens in~ 
Jackson 
members , 
tendance,; 
president, 
.They cam, 

· and to api: 
Jackson said "Black parents need to cut off rights . . . 

t~l~vislon In the evenln_fif, tietween 7 tq 9 p_,m.'". . .. -_ . __ 
11)~ ,,_ellCouk _rageChldthetr".',chlldd ite?l J~,H~d.Y,,,:,J'i'!1~~-r, 
" "TI~W")r . . . I ren nee tdfQet somemintt: _. • ..,,, 
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TO 

FROM 

0-70 <Rev. 3-28-72) 
OPTIONAL fORM NO. 10 
MAY 1'162 EDITION 
GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27 

5010-106 

UNITED ST ATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
Assistant Attorney General 
Civil Rights Division 

Director, FBI 

DATE: 2/17/76 

ATTENTION: MR. ROBERT A. MURPHY 

SUBJECT: ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

Reference is made to _____ memorandum dated __________ _ 
(your file _________ ). 

There is enclosed one copy of the report of Special Agent ________ _ 
dated ___________ at _____________________ _ 

A. D This covers the preliminary investigation and no further action concerning 
a full investigation will be taken by this Bureau unless the Department so directs. 

B. D The investigation is continuing and you will be furnished copies of 
reports as they are received. 

C. D The investigation requested by you has now been completed. Unless 
advised to the contrary no further inquiries will be made by this Bureau. 

D. D Pursuant to instructions issued by the Department, no investigation will 
be conducted in this matter unless specifically directed by the Department. 

E. D Please advise whether you desire any further investigation. 

F -~ This is submitted for your information and you will be advised of further 
developments. 

G. D This is submitted for your information and no further investigation will 
be conducted unless specifically requested by the Department. 

H. D This covers the receipt of a complaint and no further action will be 
taken by this Bureau unless the Department so directs. 

Enc. 1 SEE NOTE PAGE TWO ••• 
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NOTE: Attached is a copy of a UPI Wire Service article 
dated 2/14/76. Our files at FBI Headquarters, 

Washington, D. C., and at our Memphis Office contain no 
information relative to this reported threat against 
Ed Redditt:. No further investigation is being conducted 
concerning this UPI article unless specifically requested 
by the Department. 

2 
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AO::: :~AY M :;;1:;~-) 
BY RICK. VAN SANT __ ____--

CINCINNATI C UPI) -- MARTIN LUTHER KINc·•s CONFESSED ASSASSIN HAS ! . { • 

CHANGED HIS STORY -- BUT HE'S HAVING TROUBLE FINDING A TRIAL JUDGE TO :,,, 
TELL IT TO. - . 

ATTORNEYS FOR JAMES EARL .RAY WENT TO COURT TUESDAY WITH A REPOIT, 
RAY NOW CLAIMS HE IS INNOCENT AND WANTS A TRIAL. 

ATTORNEY JAMES LESAR ARGUED BEFORE THE U.S. SIXTH CIRCUIT COURT OF 
APPEALS THAT RAY "CONTENDS HE DID NOT SHOOT KING" AND MAINTAINS HIS ' . 
1969 GUILTY Pl.EA WAS ILLEGALLY "COERCED." . . · · I 

THE THREE-JUDGE PANEL QUIZZED RAY'S ATTORNEY IN AN UNUSUALLY LONG · ·tf-
75-MINUTE ORAL ARGUMENT• IT IS EXPECTED ·To TAKE SEVERAL WEEKS BEFO~ ,. •. . -~ 
DECIDING IF RAY SHOULD BE Al.LOWED TO CHANGE HIS PLEA AND STAND TRllL. . ., \ 

-A TRIAL POSSIBLY COUt:D SHED LIGHT ON THE DEBATED QUESTION OF . '.' ·_ .; 
WHETHER A CONSPIRACY LED TO THE MURDER OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS LEADER u;··zt1·.· .··· · >.·' 
MEMPHIS. TENN •• ON APRIL 4. 1968. · . -· ·'ti< 

sER~~GPiE~iEi~
1
~~T~~iHAf 

0b:Q~~sr1° s~l¥iTP~f~~1:u:R~vfffE!'.JJs £/. , : 1,;_ 
• RAY CONTENDS HE DID NOT saoor KING.• LESAR SAID AFTER COURT . ~~ ' .. ~ 

TUESDAY• • HE -CLAIMS. HE WAS FRAMED•" - . >~ 
· I.ESAR ARGUED THAT· RAY WAS COERCED BY- HIS FORMER ATTORNEY. PERCY . . . ':~ 

FOREM~' TO PLEAD GUILTY• THE NEW .tAWYER SAID FOREMAN WAS INTERESTED _ . ,,;.-
IN GETTING THE CASE CLOSED TO MAKE MONEY FROM MAGAZINE,. BOOK AND >, 
MOVIE RIGHTS TO RAY'S STORY. ~ 

RAY'S HOPE FOR A TRIAL HINGED ON WHETHER THE COURT DECIDES !I 
FOREMAN'S ACTIONS VIOLATED RAY'S RIGHT TO RESPONSIBLE COUNSEL. A . & ~ 
LOWER FEDERAL COURT IN TENNESSEE ALREADY HAS RULED AGAINST RAY. AND ii-. '!j, 
TUESDAY'S HEARING WAS AN APPEAL OF THAT DECISION. -· ,- ·. ' 

JUDGE ANTHONY CELEBREZZE TOLD- 1.ESAR THAT RAY STATED IN COURT IN t , -,~ 
196~ HE.WAS NOT BEING COERCED INTO PLEADING GUILTY. 8 

~ifn ~3t3t ;ierii~sirtfil~ !~~~M~D !XI k~In ,u!f~Bi~EDTifti" THE 
ADVICE OF SOMEONE HE MISTRUSTED 1" . . . ·--

LESAR REPLIEP.A "WHO ELSE WAS HE GOING TO ·GET ADVICE FROMT RAY HAD 
ALREADY FIRED Ota ATTORNEY AND FOREMAN TOLD HIM. 'YOU GET RID OF ME,. 
YOU 'RE GOING TO GO TO TRIAL W·ITH THE PUBLIC DEFENDER.' ·~ 

•mE FACT IS RAY WANTED A TRIAL. BUT HE WANTED IT UNDER AN 
ATTORNEY WHO HAD INVESTIGATED HIS CASE~ HE WAS AFRAin FOREMAN WAS 
GOING TO 'fflROW A TRIAL.• . 

WILLIAM HAYNES JR. OF THE TENNESSEE .ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OFFICE , 
· ARGUED THAT RAY SHOULD 'NOT GET A TRIAL BECAUSE FOREMAN "DID MAKE Al-· . 

EXTENSIVE AND EXHAUSTIVE" INVESTIGATION INTO THE CASE.. . . 4· · '• · ': .- .. 
"BUT HE FOUND NOTHING TO REFUTE THE S. TATE'S CASE4 ANI> IJ' ·r.OREMAN.·. ·.····.· .. • .... ··.;·.·.·.· .. _·· ....... WAS TO SAVE HIS CLIENT'S"LIFE. IT REQUIRED A GU1V:~~~•• D'/~• .• ··· . ,,::,.~ 

HAYNES. =-:_ ... - -.. . ,.) 
ffJP Cl.l~U~~ 02-04 01 &34 AES · ~ - . · . . . _. _ ' . ·',/;~ 

Ol1TED -y.;., ;2 ~L?~ ~ ~·· •v·· • 48 t-t.1::$ ll, 197l ·· .. · .. '-·:~ 
F!'.·'\l (1 )0 o4. r t'--a-f . .ii> r&WQll~ g/i.fl H1'\ ,~,BJ~~ ,JJ -.. ,iif Plf-. /) /2;_,;; /--- ~ 

. - . 3/ :.vztvV ( V Clf - - {A-?' ,A/ ,;!A,{.,½ ~hu,v~--
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UP-066 . . :,;.-::: . ·., ·· · 
CRAY> • · ·· ·. ;..>L., . 

" -CINCINNATI <UPI> -- JAMES EARl. RAY COIITDIDS HE DIii NOT ASSASSIRATS p 
; tURTIN .. LUTHER KING AND ONLY PLEADED GUILTY TO .T. HE MU. RDEI· BECAUSE Ill bl· .. ... · .. _•"'_' .. : ... 
VAS •. COERCED• SY LAWYER PERCY FOREMAN,. AN ATTORNEY FOR RAY ARGUED · ; , .• :t:~i .. 
TODAY• · · ··: · .. , 

• RAY CONTENDS HE DID NOT SHOOT KING,.• ATTORNEY JAMES LESAR. SAIi . _t . :.~ .· 
. AFTER 'ARGUING BEFORE A FEDERAL APPEALS COURT THAT RAY BE ALLOIEJ) TO . · .. 

DROP HIS 1969 GUILTY PLEA TO KILLING KING IN MEMPHIS,. TENN.,. ON APRIL 
· "• 1~,s. . · 
. . • THE FACT IS ·RAY WANTS A TRIAL,.• ADDED LESAR. • HE CLAIMS HE WAS 
FRAMED.• · . . , ··. 

JUDGE ANTHONY CELEBRE22E ASKED LESAR HOW RAY . COULD CLAIM THAT ' ·. 
FOREMAN·-• COERCED• THE GUILTY PLEA FROM HIM VH.EN RAY PREVIOUSLY TOI.D ~- ·· 
ANOTHER JUDGE HE WAS NOT COERCED INTO ENTERINC: ·THE. PLEA. . . . · . 

• THE PROBLEM IN COERCION IS THAT THE PERSON UNDER COIRCIOH WILL • · · ... 
DENY IT,.• ANSWERED LESAR. . . 

. . UPI_ 02•03 01 UO PES. 

L/1 _:_) . •' .I 

~ / . // 

NOT RECo'i~riEo= 
48 FEB 11 1976 
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I 

8 4 MAR 101976 

(Mount Clipping In Space Below) 

Coutt· to hear_· ,· · . ..-­
Ray appeol .Feb. 3 

James ~_1. ·1u-,•s reqJ18St ·for a 
new trial in ~.s ssa. ssination of Dr-. 
Mattin Lutber.tttms Jr.. will be heard 
Feb. 3 by ~ U~ Sixth Cifuui~ Court· 
of 4Ppeails. , · . · · 

(:Ray was sent~ to 99. years in 
piil,h after pleading ,uity' in 1969 to 
slayit:lg Di:. I(uJg in Mlmphis. · 

'lie now claims be was pressured 
~~ ~aking the)guilty.. i,lea. A federal 
judae m Memphis dtolecl Ray's request 
for'.\a new trial on .the charps last 
~. -, ..,; ..... 11!,, •. 

1.J I 

~1/ 
/ .. I . , ; 

---.... ---..:,. I ~ 

NOT RECORD~ 
202 MAR 8 1976 

-------

(Indicate paqe, name of 
new•paper, city and state.) 

. : .1. 

--Cincinnati Enquir, 
Cincinnati, Ohio 

2Z-cincinnati Post 
Cincinnati, Ohio 

-Citizens Journal 
Columbus, Ohio 

-Columbus Dispatch 
Columbus, Ohio 

-Journal Herald 
Dayton, Ohio 

--Dayton Daily News 
Dayton, Ohio 

Date: 1/22/76 

Edition: 8 ~tDr Final 
Author: 

Edltor: Walter 

Title: Friedenberg 

JAME~ EARL RAY 

Character: 

or 

Cla■■lflcauon: 157-1893 

SllbznllUnq Office: CINCINNA': 
Belnq lnvestlqated 
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tons, a drive-in movie, a - Boy 
iers, a motoreycle' shop, a bp(lt 
t. golf course, bars,. mobile,.hom 
,n repait shop. Public •owne~J 
as it .is most ,anyvvbere ,in ~• cc 
ieville spea,t ~-~-night h 
~nJ of .two ,or huts al<>ag ti 

re:l~Nuc:; 
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U.S. to Review King< 
I 

By George Lardner Jr. 
, Wa5hington Post Staff Writer 

.1 • , 1) Attorney General Edward 
I I 

I 

H. Levi has instructed two top 
Justice Department officials 
to review the f'BI's in­
vestigation of the 
assassina lion of Martin 
Luther King Jr. and consider 
whether it should be reopened. 

A department spokesman 
·said yesterday that Levi took 
the step in light of last week's 
disclosures by the Senate 
intelligence committee of a 
concerted FBI undercover 
campaign to discredit King a:. 
a civil rights leader that began· 
in the early 1960s and ~on­
tinued after his death in April, 
1968. 

Levi ordered the review 
Monday -in a brief note to 
Assistant •'>,torneys General 
J. Stanley Pottinger, head of 
the department's Civil Rights 
Division, and Richard L, 
Thornburgh, head of the 
CriminaJ Pi vision. 

EDWARD H. LEVI 
.. . asks study of FBI inquiry 

The Attorney General ·was 
quoted as instructing them "to 
review the file and to 
recommend to me .whether the 
investigation · _should· be 
reopened." 1 

·-~kme 
RobTert Ha~ 
deadline was · 
but,that L 
stari;ed "at . 

SUggesting at the retjew 
was :largely ag pr~ticinary 
measure, Ha~! emphas~ 
that "it's not 11 reQpe,ning fl 
the' investigafon." He ~­
Levi has no reason to think .. 
FBI probe of a{ing's mUf•r 
was anything QlJt thor0'8ti, 

. King was ~eel. Oil,~ ~. 
1911.atU.Loh-.,, _m M--., 'l'~anJ:· 
;:~-~tutes, 
ended with ~ ..,._ ill Lon­
don some .. nteaths Iatcn-

,of James Earltlltf ,· · ' , 
Ray ,subsequently pJ~ 

guilty io the mu...ier ~ ,is 
serving a-99-year Jn$Qn ~­
However, he is a~ling ~ 
convittion in the ~~etar 

------~ ,...., . /2; ,j ... -. ·.· .. ·.- /·- --
-- rl --:, :~ ~ 

,,_.-~ ---._. --- -----. , 

-···-~·- NOT RECORDED t 
__ _..----- .... presseiiinformation on tbe . FBI.From Al 

courts with claims that he 'Yas 
br:owbeaten into .pleading 
gtiiltf~~- that he was a "fall 

~~~d1'tg tp Bevel, a Ci:41 
jt,11:lttis I)i;yls ioa, ,la~ y.er .,.tn• 

:.1 · ,..., · "·e or ... mal ·PBI vusv.,.. Hl 11{1 •e . 't 
i~igatiOI\. bu t.ol_~, Le~1. i 

t~.~ 

K. g case" an<l'declare4 ~t 
m . . . f "'--4 . he was planmng a ~uvu, he-: ; 

information tawswt for t : , 
records of the' ~-~-~; 
vestigation when Levi 0~. 

thereview. , 1 • ···,., 
The Justice Depar_t1_nent 

also bas said it-' 
,. J:W~ ~ .. 

Assoc. Dir. _ 

Dep. AD Adm. _ 

Dep. AD Inv. _ 
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CtiM1"1~t1 
. r?c··'?JI''·· .. , ... •·.•·· K·ui.., K/ ., . 

. , ,.\·,·•v' .• ; 

Wf • J ' li:'L: .• S 
w.iu~,~Y• 

.. By A1#~ja: '. 
~i~ ,,,,,... ' • 

NAH&0Bt. ,No.v. -~~ttie 
widow of Martin Luther King 
,said today I that 'his 
assassillatioii apperenUy was 
caused by a government 
conspiruy· and . that . in­
vestigations into his slaying 
should bereopeofil(i. 

"1 don't. have the faets, but 
at this ~tage .I say if~ars 
there was a conspiti;tcy in tne 
death of my husbanp," 
Coretta 'King. said'. 

"The · way he was 
documented and fol.lowed 
around by Hoover -and the 
CIA when he was abroad, it 

'would have to have been at-
tached to the fqrces of our 
government that felt he was a 
threaC to the system as it 
existed," Mrs. King said. 

She referred to the U.S. 
Central Intelligence Agency 
and to the late Federal Bureau 
of Investigat'-itm . chief, J. 
Edgar Hoover. 

Mrs. King, on a three-nation 
African tour, arrived here 
Wednesday. She was in­
terviewed. before a meeting 
with Kenyan women leaders 
arranged by the U.S •. Infor­
matioo Service. 

She commented on the 
review ordered by Atty. Gen. 
Edward Levi of the FBI in­
vestigatioo of the King's 
shooting deatfl.,in 1968. James 
Earl Ray pleaded gµilty tothe 
killing in · Me~phis, . 'I'.enn., 
and was sentene:!!d to 9&~ars 
in prison .. 

The FBI has acknowledg.ed 
that it undertook a 
harassment campaign -to 
discredit· King'but bas con. 
cloded ~t Ray.acf:t:d.~ ~ 
Kiing)1 assass1n;1tton. .~l 
ordered a review of the •~ 
vesUgal,iol!,: of .~ · 
li ' ,JI,., 

f,6 OE C 1 '.? 1975 

'r,f._,,...Al·· .... ,. .. , ....... . 
· '' · al a newa•eon-

.. ,. ~;'-.•1-'.)le 
. . Flt Ila~ ot. 

•. d.t.-wonlil•~ 
. Lev · t,ilting aclion •inst 
u10si_toblarne. · · · · · 

"l~m ver_y eQq>U!';aged ,b~ 
this;,tf do ~ wfth· me recent 
invttiligations into the FBI 
and.; ... CIA we have new 
evfdenee, confirmed 
evidence,'' shuaid. ·; 

"I feel it requlres furttier 
investigati~,\l}l9/~death'◄. 
my husbanl, :• wtlt as the 
assassinatioi»fof otliers from 
the Ketinedys on. 

. "I think there ar'"'_jl"ounds 
for reopening the case. I have 
always felt there was more to 
it than came out. I also felt 
sffll'lfllow,in ,the··long nor· of 

Jhi'St&l!y ii would . be 
revealed-just what .. did 
happen,'.' she said. · 
· Mrs. King told the Kenyan 
women Hoover tried to 

· dis~edit her husband by 
alleging he stole some money, 
sought self-glorification and 
was sexually immoral. 

The last accusation was "an 
effqrt'toget me Upiietand-turn 
me;against him," she said. "I 
was qever affected, because I 
kr\,ewfiis moral commtments: 

}From the grave i ~ truth r () \ . , \." . 
h~ .n.·s·e. n," Mrs. ·.Kirlg'illdded. f -4.A.. V'--J e,..., .. _;.;,. . .,.~ C :f;-
••~. · . · offic. ials new.. ~. ·.· 'it ,, "-'· \ 

0
-· · 

waf J';loover ~ not r..,till n - / ., 
~-Kingwho~immoral V, 
and~just;" ,· · 1 · • . , t r:-,,. 
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