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1
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% Associated Press ‘\\ N
: { D-\LLAS—-—-& Dallas Police Department spokes- \ . 7
. e man has confirmed that a House committee investi- ‘% i 4#1 — .
i gating the 1963 assassination in Dallas of President S 4 .
: Kennedy has subpoenaed all police records on the LTS ; -
: " murder. . ey Yoot
! Bob Shaw said Crief Don Byrd received the sub--
poena, which calls for Byrd to appear before the
committee Nov. 29 and produce the records.
It was not clear whrther the subpoena also called -
for records of the subsequent murder of presiden-
tial assassin Lee Harvey Oswald by nightclub owner
Jack Ruby. Ruby shot Oswald to death in Dallas "
g’ '\m 24, 1563, two days after Kennedy was killed. ’
" . The House Select Committee on Assassinations is E
lookma intc the assassynations of Kennedy and of
the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr,_
‘MeanWHITE, 1 Memphls, six city officials have
been subpoenaed.to appear before the house com-
mittee Nov. 29 and bring files pertaining to the
death of King, who was slain there in 1968.
Police Director E. Winslow Chapman was served
a subpoena Friday and ordered to supply the com-
mittee with all his department’s “records, tapes,
.logs and other evidence” on the murder and the ar-
rest of confessed assassin James Earl Ray.. 3
Also subpoenaed were Shelby County Attorney - . - ‘
General Hugh Stanton and his chief investigator. The Washington Post —
Johh Carlisle; Frank C. Holloman, who was fire and Washington Star-News
N - ipolice dn'ector when King was killed: public de: | . s (New York)
2 fender Edward G. Thompson, and criminal court ! Daily NewY X Ti
s .clerk\James A. Blackwell. ! The New York 1imes
AL : e /JJ ) The Wall Street Journal
’:j The National Observer

The Los Angeles Times
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?By John M. Goshko

. Washington Post Staff Writers ’
a!;torney General Edward H. Levi
erday rejected a recommendation
his civil rights chief that a cam-
from qutside the government
the 1968 assassination of the
i mrtm Luther King Jr.

ent’s new Office of Profes-

~ W to take over and
roview -of the King case -

“heenstatted by J. Stanley
: -assistant attorney general in
go~{ the Civil Rights Division, '

vi’s action was seen as an effortio
the department it-
from allegations #f
cover-up, can in-

of its units thorou%
and impartially. ;
Fallowing a five-month preliminary
*investigation; Pottinger on April 9 re-
ted to-Levi that he had found no
nce’ of FBI involvement in the
»mﬁ the black civil rights leader.
-~ {jewever, Pottinger  recommended
. {Nat the review be completed by an in-
«depesident panel recruited from .out-
. ! pvernment. He reportedly ar-

3 still surrounding the April
ghooting of King in Memphis:,
. Ws have been " raised about

he ; PBI probe of the murdes be-
ecent revelations that th bu-
tapped and: harassed
PRI S - TR

i j: jo have Been questlons abwt
i Rhe motives and activities of
nvicted -assassin, James: Earl
have been fully explained *

in announcement yesterday,
. L6 d pot 'mention Pettinger’s rec-
“ommendation for an independent in-
" qutty, Justice Departinént officials, in-
ciyging Pottinger, refused to discuss

. cigm fron; of
~ Atlanta, the §Rev.. Ralph Abernathy,

‘an ‘independent inquiry was -
*to resolvé the questions of

tion . Jud bﬁen '

undermine the authority of the Office;.
of Professional Responsibility. It whs

' created by him -to. function within the

Justice Department as, an inspector’
general’s office; pursuing allegatmb%
of wrongdoing by department offjcials. -
Levi’s decision ‘was consistent with.
the position he took recently when thé
Justice Department rejectzd as inade-
quate an internal FBI investigation of
alleged financial irregularities within .
the bureau. Although some Justice pf: -
ficials argued for_an outside inquiw
Levi. insbead ‘ucked the matter
1o thie FBI with orders that it carry
a new probe that would be above sﬁs-
piciof.
However, his decision to keep the
King probe under Justice Department
control raisedf the possibility of criti-

PU——

rights legders. And in

“who succeeded Ring as head of tht
Southern Christian Leadership Confer-
erice, issued a statement yesterday de-
manding “a special committee of dis -
tmgulshed American citizens who_owe
no ailegiance to anyone except to ‘their
country. and to justice and to truth.”

Levi’s announcement said Pottinger

had reached. the “tentative  conclu-"
sions” that the FBI had engaged in &
campalign. to discredit King. Huweve;:,

~hé'found no evidence indicating FBI
.complicity in.King’s. munder or lacxgt

_thgroughness and honesty in the suble-
;qu%:t FBI mvestimtion.

‘bility ordered ¢ to- ‘pursue these ques-

"tions and alsi determme “whether the.
nature of the relationship hetween the

bufeau and Dr. King calls for ériminal

prosecutions, disciplinary. proceedings

“or other appro%iate action.” -
r told reporters that hi§ in
e&aﬁon had -involved a r&g?l“qf
approximately 3,
e and
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By Jerry Oppetiheitnér

4 . Washington Star SAff Writer
Atty. ‘Gen. Edward H. Levi bas
formed a task force within the Jus-
mmmmemmwhether
- bureau properly investigated the
- assassination of Dr. Martin Luther
'Km de‘;lt.h or had any involvement in

. Levi called for- the cxpanded in-
-Quity. reeewm finds-of a five-
,.month cwnl rights dlvipion review . of

ent to continue a review -

some 3,500 FBI files on King that -

tatively” exonerated the bureau

Asst Atty. Gen, J, Stanley
said “it yis _possible” \that
force review could reach dsfferent

findingsthanthemmryheheaded_

“or I wouldn’t have recommended
that they go forward. This further

investlgat:on may indeed turn up‘

something.

lnformed sources have said that
Pottinger recommended to Levi that
a blue ribbon panel of private and

public citizens conduct the inv

tion, but Pottinger declined to
cuss the interna memorandum sent

pevie .
and at FBI field oﬁi«g
country. .

in

Assoc. Dir.
Dep. AD Adm. _
Dep. AD Inv. __

Asst. Dir.:

Admin.
Comp. Syst.
Ext. Affairs

Inspection

Intell.

Laboratory
Plan. & Eval. __

Spec. Inv.

Teaining

Legal Coun.
Telephone Rm. __

Director Sec'y —

Yinks by him to the a general. He | POTI'INGER ‘
Ws ,hy;,“,’,",f Ah;:f k;;é: il rights said he supported Levi’s recommen-  question, indicated that there ware
: review also tentatively found dations and declared that “‘the Jus- nine F BI officials who designed,
the FBI's probe of the assassination tice Department is honest enough to  proved and directed the. bayyay
to be “honest and thorough.” But, it * investigate properly and thorough- Campaign of Ring but he
g.\??edevideme that the FBI under- 1Y~ thoy"were either “afl ¢ _or 1o
a “‘systematic program” of har- The expanded review, which will tired” and declined to ide ntify them.
assment against King in order to dis- include the questioning of witnesses, S S KING,
credit him and the movement he led.  Will be carried out by the Justice De- R e
IN ISCUSSiNG artment’s Office of Professional Washington Star-News _Z2} 7
R -DISC 3 ‘today'’s . Responsibility, which handle internal Daily News (New York)
T The New York Times

A . // ; ‘\\'

PR YRR P

The Wall Street Journal
The National Observer
The Los Angeles Times

Date < ——

L/ﬁ

A, - f.
W w
6 upy 7 90 /!

ar=

R g

f/ i 1

7y -3556/

84 MAYT 1978

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



B [0 B R i

SAHO AIO-0VOTY

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

o



KNG

“Continued From A-I

“'l'here may be others in
the chain we may not have
identified,”” he added, “and
the task force will
track them.” He said ere
may be lower level FBI
dfticials still in the bureau
who were involved in the
King harassment cam-

pmﬂ;ile the five-year stat-

ute of limitations rules out

, prosecutions on any wrong-

ng fourid by the task

loree. the statute has no ef-

fect on any conspiracy to

" cover up the haraSsment
campaign.

Pottinger said that the
records reviewed showed
that FBI Director J. Edgar
Hoover did not see the ac-
tivities of the FBI against

_ ng as an ‘“harassment
gn He wanted it to
tive.” But Potfinger

..,decii .-to discuss . details

&m ssment activities
t were uncovered in the
FBIdocuments.

i
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S Begartment of Justice L

'FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE AT 11:00 A.M:, E.D.T. , . <
'THURSDAY, APRIL 29, 1976 . AG

In response to inquiries from the news media
regarding the Civil Rights Division's review of the Martin
Luther King files, fttorney General Edward H. Levi today
issued the following statement: '

-

I'have dir?cted the Office of Professional Responsibility,
heaéed by Michael Shaheen, to complete a feview of all records
in the Department of Justice concerning the Reverend Dr.
‘Martin Luther King} Jr. The Civil Rights Division, under the
personal direction of Assistant Attorney General J. Stanley
Pottinger, completed on April 9 a five-moﬂth'preliminary
review of files at FBI headquarters.r As a fesult of this
preliminary review, the Civil Rights Division has reccmmended
that the review be carried forward té completion with an

additional examination of records at FBI headquarters and

field offices. It is believ\ﬂ\fhat more than 200 000 documents
) 3L

f £ ’ . ""..a/.l N
may be involved. /‘,/ - NOT RECORDED
On the ba51s of thlS preliminary roMigsay Ass§Htant

Attorney General Pottinger stated that his AL LS usions
were (1) there was no basis to believe that the FBI in any way
caused the death of Dr. King, (2) no evidence was discovered

that the FBI investigation of the assassination of Dr. King

was not thoroﬁgh and honest, and (3) instances were found
ihdicating tHat the FBI undertook a systematic program of .

harassment of Dr. King in order to discredit him and harm both

[ ]
him and the movement he led.

- fie “ysm -
8'4MAY,.’_7 1976 ) o L/c/_.<2;'§é} | @K
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'In orde.ing on April 26 the complece review by Mr.
Shaheen, I directed that the invesgigation'be completed
forthwith and that answers to four specific questions be
furnished to me aﬁd FBI Director Clarence M. Kelley on the
basis of the review of all documents:

éﬁ Whéthegfthe FBI investigation of-br. King's
assassinaticn was thorough-and honest;

‘ -- Whether there is any evidence that the FBI was

involved in the assassination of Dr. King;

-—.Whethe£, in light of the first two matters, there

is any new evidence which has come to the attention of the

Department concerning the assassination of Dr. King;

-~ Whether the nature of the relationship between the

. Bureau and Dr. King calls for criminal prosecutiéns, disciplinary

proceedings, or other appropriate action.

Mr. Pottinger pointed out that the Civil Rights
Division has been continuously investigating allegatidhs
concerning the assassination af Dr. King as these allegations

come to the attention-of the Department.
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UP-009 _
1
CORRESPOIDENTS $ )
ATTORNEY GENERAL LIVI WILL ISSUE A STATENMENT AT 11 \
A Mo TCTAT OF TUI JUSTICE DIPARTMENT'S REVIEY OF THE ASSASSINATION OF
MARTIN LUTHER XING AUD OTIUER RILATED MATTERS--RO00M 5114 JUSTICE BLDG

s LPAa L

CONTAZT: ROBERT HAVEL OR JOH! WILSON, 739-2014.

UPI 04-29 09:02 AED

57 MAY 7. 1976 w

WASHINGTON CAPITAL NEWS SERVICE
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" By John M. Goshko and Warren Brown

{

fo.

Inidependent Probe
On King Proposed

Washington Post Staff Writers

The Justice Department’s
Civil Rights Division next
week will recommend that
Attorney General Edward
H. Levi appoint a committee
of persons outside of gov-
ernment to study the 1968
assassination of the Rev. Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr.

Informed sources said the
recommendation by Assist-
ant Attorney General J.
Stanley Pottinger will argue
that an independent inqui-
ry Is necessary even
though a four-month Justice

Department review of the -

King case found no evidence
that the FBI or other gov-
erninent agencies were in-
volved in the Killing of the
black civil rights leader.
Suspicions bave __%cen
raiscd about the initial gov-
ernment prebe of the mur-

//!

84 APR161976
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NOT REE:'G"RDED
46 APR io 1976

der because of recent reve-

lations that the FBI sub-

Jjected King to wiretapping

and harassment. Questions
also have been raised about
whether the motives and ac-
tivities of the convicted as-
sassin, James Earl Ray, have
been fully explained.

For these reasons, the
sources said, Pottinger, who
headed the review, feels
that an independent inquiry
is necessary to resolve the
questions still surrounding
the April 4, 1968, shooting of
King in Memphis.

The inquiry would deter-
mine whether a full-scale in-
vestigation of the assassina-
tion should be resumed.
And, the sources said, Pot-
tinger’s report will recom-
mend that for reasons of
credibility it sheuld be con-

See KING;AY,T6l. 1
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-, SPINAL CORD ALLEGEDLY WAS FIRED.

A279 HFR 4=6 -
AA

AOSRAY 1

1ST ADD RAY NASHVILLE HFR 4=6 XXX CARES NOT TO D

LIVINGSTON LAST VISITED RAY IN FEBRUARY SHORTLY AFTER THE &TH
DISTRICT APPEALS COURT IN CINCINNATI -GOK‘THE ‘PLEA FOR A TRIAL UNDER
ADVISEMENT, /'J" s

PRISON SPOKESMEN SAID RAY, WHO NOW HAS CELLMA.EZ IS LOOKING
BETTER SINCE HE WAS RELEASED FROM HIS SOLITARY CEL]. ON THE PRISON'S
MAXIMUM SECURITY UNIT LAST AUGUST.

BERNARD FENSTERWALD JR OF WASHINGTON, ANOTHER RAY LAWYER, DISPUTES
§§OEEL¥E8EEAY RAY HAS CHANGED HIS STORY OVER THE YEARS AND IS NOT TO

* I DON'T THINK HE'S BEEN INCONSISTENT," FENSTERWALD SAID IN A
TELEPHONE INTERVIEW. "HE'S ALWAYS MAINTAINED HE WAS NOT AT THE SCENE
OF THE CRIME, IT'S JUST THAT HE'S BEEN ASKED SO MANY DETAILED
QUESTIONS THAT UNLESS HE HAD A PHOTOGRAPHIC MEMORY, HE'S BOUND TO
HAVE SOME DISCREPENCIES.,"

LIVINGSTON INSISTS THAT HIS CLIENT HAS A CHANCE OF ACQUITTAL IF HE
IS SUCCESSFUL IN WINNING THE FULL-FLEDGED TRIAL HE GAVE UP IN 1965 TO
AVOID THE ELECTRIC CHAIR.

"I1F UVE COME TO TRIAL, THE BURDEN WILL BE ON THE STATE OF TENNESSEE
TO PRODUCE EVIDENCE TO PROVE HIM GUILTY," THE PLAIN-SPOKEN MEMPHIS
ATTORNEY SAID. "THEIR EVIDENCE IS CIRCUMSTANTIAL AT BEST AND I THINK .
.WE CAN PUNCH HOLES IN IT,"

THE STATE BASES ITS CASE ON FINGERPRINTS FOUND ON THE RIFLE USED v
IN THE SLAYING AND A WITNESS WHO CLAIMS HE SAW RAY FLEEING FROM THE
FILTHY FLOPHOUSE BATHROOM WHERE THE SINGLE SHOT THAT SEVERED KING'S

"THE STATE'S STAR WITNESS IS ESSENTIALLY A SKIDROW DRUNK,” DRAWLED
LIVINGSTON, "AND HIS CREDENTIALS ARE NOT UNIMPEACHABLE. I HARDLY
THINK HIS EVIDENCE WILL STAND UP IN COURT."
WHO HAS SAID HE HAD NOTHING AGAINST KING AND HAD NEVER SEEN /17~

HI is MAINTAINED THAT HE WENT TO MEMPHIS AT THE REQUEST OF A

MYSTERIOUS MAN KNOWN TO HIM ONLY AS ™ RAOUL® .
HE ADMITS THAT HE BOUGHT THE .30~06 RIFLE IN BIRMINGHAM AND

REGISTERED AT THE SLEAZY BOARDINGHOUSE ACROSS FROM THE MURDER SPOT, '\”f&%%$£)

BUT SAYS HE FIRST HEARD OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS LEADER'S DEATH AS HE
DROVE HIS WHITE MUSTANG TOWARD MISSISSIPPl.

HE SAID HE PANICKED WHEN HE HEARD ON THE CAR RADIO THAT HE WAS
WANTED FOR THE CRIME, AND BEGAN A FLIGHT WHICH ENDED IN HIS ARREST IN
ENGLAND JUNE 5, 1968,

THE STATE'S POSITION, WHICH HAS BEEN UPHELD ONCE BY A UsS.

DISTRICT COURT IN MEMPHIS, IS THAT RAY IS " AN INTELLIGENT AND
%ggggg%gNg§IMINAL WHO WAS AND IS WELL AWARE OF THE NATURE OF CRIMINAL ﬁi
A BRIEF FILED BY ASSISTANT STATE ATTORNEY GENERAL WILLIAM HAYNES
g%ﬁaf%¥S RAY DELIBERATELY ENTERED THE GUILTY PLEA TO AVOID THE DEATH
" THERE WAS NO REAL HOPE OF AVOIDING THE DEATH PENALTY FOR JAMES
EARL RAY OTHER THAN TO ENTER THE PLEA OF GUILTYeeeAND RAY'S DECISION

WAS A REASONED AND INTELLIGENT ONE," HAYNES WROTE.

THE JUSTICE DEPARTMENT, WHICH HAS SO FAR DECLINED SUGGESTIONS THAT
IT REOPEN THE KING INVESTIGATION, HAS STATED IT IS SATISFIED THAT RAY .
ACTED ALONE, BUT STILL UNANSWERED IS THE QUESTION OF WHERE RAY--A
SMALL-TIME HOLDUP MAN AND ESCAPEE FROM THE MISSOURI STATE
PRISON-~OBTAINED THE MONEY TO FINANCE HIS $2,000 MUSTANG., HIS TRIP TO
MEMPH1S AND SUBSEQUENT FLIGHT THROUGH FOUR COUNTRIES.

WHEN HE WAS CAUGHT, THE FUGITIVE STILL HAD $200 IN HIS POSSESSION.

THOSE WHO BELIEVE THE CASE SHOULD BE REOPENED POINT TO RECENT
HINTS OF A CONSPIRACY BROUGHT FORTH BY CONVICTED HEROIN DEALER ROBERT
BYRON WATSON AND CONVICTED CONFIDENCE MAN CLIFFORD He ANDREWS. CLAIMS
BY WATSON AND ANDREWS THAT THEY HEARD OF A PLOT AGAINST KING HAVE
LARGELY BEEN DISCOUNTED. BUT HAVE RAISED SOME QUESTIONS.

SUR%EC%%DITION‘ RUMORS OF AN FBI CONSPIRACY AGAINST KING HAVE ALSO
LAVYERS FOR BOTH SIDES NOW SAY THAT WHETHER RAY GETS A TRIAL WILL GL

_’,

LIKELY BE DECIDED BY THE SUPREME COURT, POSSIBLY IN EARLY 1977,

"ANY WAY I SEE IT, THE SUPREME COURT IS GOING TO HAVE TO DECIDE
THE MATTER," LIVINGSFON SAYS. %THEY (TKE PROSECUTION) FOUGHT US BVERY -
STEP OF THE WAY, IF WE WIN IN THE APPEALS COURT., THEY'LL FIGHT US ON
UP TO THE SUPREME COURT, IF WE LOSE, YOU CAN BE SURE WE'LL APPEAL."

HENRY HAILE, A FORMER ASSISTANT TENNESSEE ATTORNEY GENERAL WHO WAS
PART OF THE FIRST SUCCESSFUL ATTEMPT TO BLOCK A TRIAL FOR RAY.

"RAY'S ATTORNEYS WILL BE FIGHTING IN THE APPEALS COURTS AS LONG AS ¥\
LIFE AND BREATH HOLD OUT,"™ HE SAID RECENTLY. ¢

RAY, WHO WILL PROBABLY FACE CHARGES IN MISSOURI AND ENGLAND EVEN ‘5«
IF HE CAN CONCEIVABLY WIN AN ACQUITTAL IN THE KING MURDER CASE. ‘f/
BECOMES ELIGIBLE FOR PAROLE 22 YEARS FROM NOW EVEN THOUGH HIS
SENTENCE DOES NOT OFFICIALLY EXPIRE UNTIL APRIL 29, 2019

BUT TENNESSEE'S RETIRING STAR PRISONER SHOWED THE FIRST TRACE OF A
SMILE AS HE INDICATED HE'D RATHER RISK A TRIAL THAN CONTINUE TO SERVE
OUT HIS TERM_IN HIS DINGY, CRAMPED PRISON CELL.

'You vz NEVER BEEN IN PRISON, HAVE YOU?® HE SAID WRYLY. "THAT'S

1 THING I NEED TO SAY."
Anv R AM5 SUN APRIL 4
UPT 04-01 08323 FES

!
S

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



NN .
ne %‘41\\3”‘:\8 :
&N
aie 8 ¥av 202 /614 55 M NWV
e wUdd LON ' ,
TTETE TS ki gy f |
g6l 6uUV T8

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



YA VAR ]

3 Probo

b
.\ / ’ / \./ :
/- g /
i L
| 2 " *}%‘J) (?"'
N
- By John AL Goshlo and ‘Valmn Brown
o~ Washing on pa-t Stafl Wilte
~3 The Justice Department's  der boeause of recent reve-
o = Civil Righis Divigien next lations that the FBI sub-
- ’ week will recommend (hal  jected Xing to wiretapning
Attoriiey  General Edward and 1 ment. Questions N’
. . . alun have been raised about \ ‘
I Leviapp int o eammittee S0 0 ’ . N
}: € apy . wheihes the motives and ac- 2 \
Y Ara e aOV- o eg .
; OF persons outside ol GOV iiities of {lie convicted as- ) Ly
- g me:-qt to stud: the 1960 sassin, James Farl Ray, ha\'x} LA 4
- | nssncsinatios & the ey, D, been fully explained. \ 9 \\
R D nractin Lndi Cimet Tp For {hese reasons, the o5
. L y Bartin L. tn 0y I ing ~,_L <l Yot v !
- : —rmrEmn sourccs said, Pottinger, who, J
N recominends ””] headed the review, {ecls
Y ceomuitn s that en independent inquiry i !
: ant Allorney Hidte : M ng N
PO Slatev Pot: is necessary to resolve the ¥
- t Rty - . . .
’ i guestions stitt  surrcunding v
N the April 4, 1805 sheoting of J i
& King in Memph ~ W
N » The inquiry would detor-
King case found no fvidence  Mine wheihera fuilscale in- I
U-.qfnt\-“\ I3 or - vestigation of the assassina- Q
ot t! ; .
Dt zoene tion should be rorvmedl
volved in the And, the sources said, Pot-
black L\\li))"ﬂlol {inZer's report will recom-
Suspicicng mend that fer reasons of
Suspir . N .
. credinitity it shouid b2 con- i
d K
: Sro YIING, £3, Cel 1
o 1
! ’ Kl . y
! r‘ : i
! .
¢
AR i )
AR R = :
LS ERTl _:“
e .

to i

ducled Wy

Sine e aaa lry Lo A et
et of the Josiice i
N

iCKTng Avonts b
Fines fel o

TR Y

e i ep
under {ho

P
Vvl ki,

e onver (0

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

/

-

ORIGINAL FILED N



0-19 (Rev. 10-30-72)

9 5 APR

Al
_n

(4
?ftfj/(;

The "'v'xr‘c Devariment’s
Cjvil Rights Division next
week will recommend that
Atlciney General Edward
H. Levi appoint a commitice
of persons outside cf Jov-
crnment to ctudy the 16368
assassination of'ﬁh( fev. Dr

o

Alavtin Luther T~m” Jr.
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der because of recent reve-
lations that the FBI sub-
jecled Bing to wirctapping
wnd harassment. Que stions
also have becn yaised obout
whethier the motives and ac-
tivities of the convieted as-
sessin, James Eavl Ray, have
been iy oX
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Eﬁﬁd@p@ﬁﬁ@ﬁﬁ Inquiry S @tht e
In Dr. King’s Assassination

KING, Front Al

ducted by pérsons independ-
ent of the Justice Depart-

" ment, which has policy con-

trol over the FBI.

According to the sources,
Pottinger is recommending
that the committec “of in-
guiry look into such ques-
tions as whether there was

any FBI complicity in
King's death, whether the
FBI violated any laws or

policy guidelities inits deal-

“ings with King, and whether

any conspiracy, say, of
persons outside government,
was connccted to the mur-
der.

" Fhe sources gaild the study

“eommittee, as envisioned in

Pottinger’s  report, would
Lave no prosecutorial func
tion, Instead, it would re-
view the record, hear new
evidence, if any, and advise
the Attorney General

whether it believes that’

thore are grounds for puvsu-
ing the King case, techni-
csilv never closed, with a re-
neved investigation.

The sources said that Jus- ) 8 secret, six-year campaign

tice Department officials be-
lieve that a study committee
can be named under the
provisions of the 1972 Advi-
sory Commission Act, which

. was designed to provide bet-

ter public insight into gov-
ernment operations. The
legislation requires that at
least one member he a gov-
ernment official with the
power to convene and dis-
miss meetings.

However, the  sources
added, DPottinger’'s recom-
mendation will be that most,
if not all, of the other mem-
bers he drawn from outside
the government. Although
the sources would not specu-
late on names they said it
seeraed obvious that some
would be persons prominent
in the civil rights move-
ment.

Questions about the King
case have been  growing
since last Novermber when
the Senate intelligence com-
mitfee hearings revealed
that the Jate FBI director, J.
Edgar Hoover, had inspired

i
¢

!
i

. 4

to harass and try to discred-
it King. Agents bugged Dr.
King’s tclephone conversa-
tions and sent him an anon-
ymous letter containing def-
amatory informaticn about
his personal life.

Ray, who has told a
murky and contradictory
story about his involvement
in the murder, is now seek-
ing to overturn his 99-year
prison sentence and win a
new trial. His lawyers have
said that if hiz zppeal is
granted, Ray will attempt to
prove that he was coerced
into pleading guilty to the
killing,

These devclopments
cauged Levi to direct the
Civil Rights Division, which
is headed by PRottinger, to
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WASHINGTON March 23—
-~The Justice Department's civil
“rlghts division, after a four-
* month study of Federal records
relating to the assassination
--of the Rev. Dr, Martin Luther
- King Jr:, has'found no evidence
+ of government complicity or
- of a tangible conspiracy in the
- black leader’s death, according
to department sources.

But Assistant Attorney Gen-

_ eral J. Stanley Pottinger, who
headed the review of files com-
piled at the time of Dr. King's
death in 1968, is nevertheless

- expected by some Justice offi-
cials to recommend a new in-
quiry into the assassination in
hopes of resolving persistent
questions, about the motives

~gad _activities of James Earl
Ray, the convicted assassin.

One source noted that Mr.
Pottinger’s report on the mat
ter, described as “quite length-,
ly,” would not be sent to
Attorney General Edward H.
,Levi until late this week or
early next and that a recom-
mendation to begin a full-scale
field investigation of the Mem-
phis assassination had_not yet
been committed to paper.

But the source said that a
new investigation would be
“the most credible way to
handle” the renewed public
concern that resulted from dis-
closures last November by the
Senate Intelligence Committee

“of a secret six-year effort by

- the., Federal Bureau of Investi-
gation “W6~harass and discredit
Dr., King.

Those disclosures prompted
Mr. Levi to ask the civil rights

~division to revicw both thel

‘FBI s covert attempt to dis-|

CREWDSON - ®

+  Special to The New York Times

rupt Dr. King's ¢ivil nghts cam-
paign and the volumes . of
evidence gathered by the bure-
au in its search for Mr. Ray,
who was sentenced to 99 years
in jail after confessing his guilt
as Dr. King’s murderer.

There was initial concern
among past and present Justice
lawyers familiar with the King

fcase that the F.B.I, might have,

contributed dxrectly of inadver-
tently to Dr. King’s death or
might have failed %o warn him
of a plot against his life.
Although the civil rights law-
vers reportedly have found no
Bihnt that the F.B.I played a
role in Dr. King's death, or
that Mr. Ray was only a part
of a larger asszssination con-
spiracy, they apparentiy iave
concluded that a nrew new

'iFBI investigation of the mur-

der would prove ‘or disprove,
once and for all, Mr. Rays
allegations.

Mr. Ray is' now seeking a
new trial, and his case is before
the United States Court of AD-
peals for the Sixth Circuit in
Cincinnati. If ‘his appeal is
granted, his lawyers say, he
will attempt to show only that
he was coerced into admitting
his guilt and will not help
identify the “reai’ assassin.

Mr. Ray admits to -having
been in Memphis on April 4
1968, the day that Dr. hing
was felled by a high-powered
rifle bullet fired from a room-
ing house near his hotel. But
the prisoner has since told a
tangled and someiimns conira-
du,lorj story that makeés him
out to be a pawn in a la rges
plot to murder Dr. King.
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Institute, told “the * Tri-State
Defender that a recent report
on the now defunct militant
organization by a New York
newspaper is not completely
accurate.

- Smith, who served on the
executive board of the
Invédders said he, and other
members of the organization
were aware of infiltrators long
before the death of Martin
Luther King, Jr. Smith said -
those sources used in. the
article appearing in the

-Garden City . Newday .was-

misleading. ‘He said “people,
when asked to speak on
aspects of a subject they are
familiar with, have-a tendency
to talk about that aspect which -
thpy know lqkast about.
% ms obviously the:
?&‘:“ he coritiugd,,, “with-;
ends of Dr: Klng who
the writer used as sources. -
The story said “according to
some witnesses, the 100-
member - group called the
Invaders led the March 28

riots - which attempted to :

discredit King’s efforts.”

“Following the riot, in
which one youth was killed,
stores injured, and 238
arrested, King vowed that he
would returri.-to prove that he
still could‘,lgoda a.non-violent

demonstration
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Smith - said -since the
organization felt that a small
nucleus of the black com-
munity was leading King in
the wrong direction as far as
strategy’ was concerned, the
Invaders decided they would
not take part in the march. He
said at the time many people
were dawning Invader jackets
because “they were very easy
to make.”

Smith sald it wasn’t that
people were interested in
what happened to Dr. King at
the time, rather it was what
would happen to the other
black ministers such as Rev.
and Rev.

The article written by

ayne stated, “several FBI
informants and at least one
undercover agent from the
Memphis Police Department
were among the most active
members of a young, violence
prone black group which
openly
peaceful . march  supporting
the city’s sanitafion workers.”

Smith said the organization
had many people associated
with it ‘directly and indirectly
who were on the payrolls of
khe FBI, CIA and Memphis
Police Department. As for the
members of the Invaders that
infiltrated our group, some of
our members had seen him in
Indiana and were aware of
the fact that he was an in-_

ewday Article sta%e

Les .

opposed King’s ,

upsg * met,,with
iis  staff and
ewed ‘violence
‘wete given

000 to redevelop their
community ‘They just got
louder and louder,” one aide
who was at the meefing
recalled. “We told them we
didn’t have access to that kind
of money. We had to put
them out.”

Smith stated, “There were
no shouting matches. We
attempted to show Dr. King
that the time had come for
community organizing at a
grass roots level. Smith stated,
“King allowed himself to be
led by a small segment of the
Memphis black leadership.
We got the impression that,
during the meeting, he un-
derstood what we were saying

.and that is that the younger
_element of the Memphis
‘cal

il 4,4he day Kingwie’” 3

4
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By HORACE SAVAGE

A word needs be said about Lane College’s
awareness of our national history as all hands
at this historic institution celebrate the 200th
Anniversary .of our, nation.

Dr. Ronald Cunningham, head of the
Division of Social Sciences, pointed the way
by securing the services of the Revefend *
.Jesse Jackson, to appear at Lane. Reverend
Jackson made a vivid impression upon the
overflow crowd that attended his appearance
at the college

Dr. Cunnlngham sait that the national
presiddent of P.U.S.H. was delighted to come
and fellowship with citizens and students of
Jackson. Reverend Jackson said some very
pointed things, while speaking at .the historic
St. Paul CM.E. Church.

dackson said “Black parents need to cut off
‘tqlevision in the evening; ﬁetween 7t09 p.m

sometiing
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 5010-106
MAY 1782 EDITION
GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

: Assistant Attorney General DATE: 2/17/76

Civil Rights Division
ATTENTION: MR. ROBERT A. MURPHY

: Director, FBI

SUBJECT: ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING , JR.

Reference ismadeto __ memorandum dated
(your file ).

There is enclosed one copy of the report of Special Agent
dated at

A. ] This covers the preliminary investigation and no further action concerning
a full investigation will be taken by this Bureau unless the Department so directs.

B. [] The investigation is continuing and you will be furnished copies of
reports as they are received.

C. [] The investigation requested by you has now been completed. Unless
advised to the contrary no further inquiries will be made by this Bureau.

D. [] Pursuant to instructions issued by the Department, no investigation will
be conducted in this matter unless specifically directed by the Department.

E. [ Please advise whether you desire any further investigation.

F. This is submitted for your information and you will be advised of further
developments.

G. [ This is submitted for your information and no further investigation will
be conducted unless specifically requested by the Department.

H. [ This covers the receipt of a complaint and no further action will be
taken by this Bureau unless the Department so directs.

Enc. / C/
1 SEE NOTE PAGE TWO... : / (;:;

A . B i
E ! / N
!_, - [ %)\a
i o \ i
.
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NOTE: Attached is a copy of a UPI Wire Service article
dated 2/14/76. Our files at FBI Headquarters,

Washington, D. C., and at our Memphis Office contain no

information relative to this reported threat against

Ed Redditt. No further investigation is being conducted

concerning this UPI article unless specifically requested

by the Department.
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"""BY RICK VAN SANT ,,////

CINCINNATI (UPI) =-- MARTIN LUTHER KING'S CONFESSED ASSASSIN HAS ;
CHANGED HIS STORY -- BUT HE'S HAVING TROUBLE FINDING A TRIAL JUDGE TO

ATTORNEYS FOR JAMES EARL RAY WENT TO COURT TUESDAY WITH A REPORT
RAY NOW CLAIMS HE IS INNOCENT AND WANTS A TRIAL

ATTORNEY JAMES LESAR ARGUED BEFORE THE U.Se SIXTH CIRCUIT COURT OF .
APPEALS THAT RAY " CONTENDS HE DID NOT SHOOT KING® AND MAINTAINS HIS S
1969 GUILTY PLEA WAS ILLEGALLY *COERCED,” e

TME THREE-JUDCE PANEL QUIZZED RAY'S ATTORNEY IN AN UNUSUALLY LONG _¢l
75=-MINUTE ORAL ARGUMENT. IT IS EXPECTED TO TAKE SEVERAL WEEKS BEFORE 'y
DECIDING IF RAY SHOULD BE ALLOWED TO CHANGE HIS PLEA AND STAND PERIAL. \

A TRIAL POSSIBLY COULD SHED LIGHT ON THE DEBATED QUESTION OF
WHETHER A_CONSPIRACY LED TO THE MURDER OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS LEADER IN" ;. &
MEMPHIS, TENN., ON APRIL 4, 1968. o

RAY PLEADED GUILTY MARCH 10, 1969, T0 FIRST-DEGREE HURDER AND Is'ﬂ? .

SERVING A 99-YEAR SENTENCE AT TENNESSEE STATE PRISON IN NASHVILLE.

"RAY CONTENDS HE DID NOT SROOT KING," LESAR SAID AFTER COURT
TUESDAY. "HE CLAIMS HE WAS FRAMED,

LESAR ARGUED THAT RAY WAS coznczn BY HIS FORMER ATTORNEY, PERCY
FOREMAN, TO PLEAD GUILTY. THE NEW LAWYER SAID FOREMAN WAS INTERESTED X
IN GETTING THE CASE CLOSED TO MAKE MONEY FROM MAGAZINE, BOOK AND wndd
MOVIE RIGHTS TO RAY'S STORY. *

RAY'S HOPE FOR A TRIAL HINGED ON WHETHER THE COURT DECIDES N &
FOREMAN'S ACTIONS VIOLATED RAY'S RIGHT TO RESPONSIBLE COUNSEL. A
LOWER FEDERAL COURT IN TENNESSEE ALREADY HAS RULED AGAINST RAY, AND
TUESDAY 'S HEARING WAS AN APPEAL OF THAT DECISION

JUDGE ANTHONY CELEBREZZE TOLD LESAR THAT RAY STATED IN COURT IN
1965 HE WAS NOT BEING COERCED INTO PLEADING GUILTY.

LESAR SAID, "RAY DISTRUSTED FOREMAN, BUT rer HE WAS BOXED IN."

ASKED JUDGE WILLIAM MILLERs "WHY DID RAY PLEAD GUILTY AND TAKE THE
ADVICE OF SOMEONE HE MISTRUSTED?* »

LESAR R PLIED "WHO ELSE WAS HE GOING TO GET ADVICE FROM? RAY HAD

- ALREADY FI ONE ATTORNEY AND FOREMAN TOLD BIM& 'YOU GET RID OF ME,
YOU'RE GOING TO G0 TO TRIAL WITH THE PUBLIC DEFENDER.

“ THE FACT IS RAY WANTED A TRIAL, BUT HE VANTED IT UNDER AN
ATTORNEY WHO HAD INVESTIGATED HIS CASE. HE WAS AFRAID FOREMAN WAS
GOING TO THROW A TRIAL,"

WILLIAM HAYNES JR. OF THE TENNESSEE ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OFFICE
ARGUED THAT RAY SHOULD NOT GET A TRIAL BECAUSE FOREMAN *DID MAKE AN
EXTENSIVE AND EXHAUSTIVE® INVESTIGATION INTO THE CAS

BUT HE FOUND NOTHING TO REFUTE THE STATE'S CASE, AND IF ronnmau

] I3

gﬁs TO SAVE HIS CLIENT'S LIFE, IT REQUIRED A GUILTY ,/ v
“ip1 ce-o4 01334 AES | 4; Pi u
]
MEDE:L: Z;ﬂ 46 .5 11 97(

it
S 4FEE: 1)

3 *%u O folis o™ By e
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-CIN H’iNATI«i ames
Ray, did-net shthcml ﬁg :
leader Martin Luther. King
and was. ‘‘coérced’’. into .
pleading guijlty, his. gttorney
argued before the Sixth U.S,
Circuit Court of Appeals. -
James Lesar,  of
 Washington; . told the -three--
judge pgnel, that Ray, had ' i
: signed stipulations admitting ' \\ :
::}omthemsssmpersbootmgSQ‘ A
t he could eventually gey'a :
;@y trial and changehls plea.
~ “It was ‘3 teehnical qi
e
eo atta tack:! 2
Leis}arsaid.-' i piea,
e quoted Ray, now serving
a 99-yedr prison term. in the
Tennessee State Prison in. .
-;Namﬂle a8 Sayigl h¥-wis
“femmed”™ and ‘wds - not
wxllmgly a part oi any con-

spiracy in |
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The Wall Street Journal ————

The National Observer ————
The Los Angeles Times ——————
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‘ (RAY)
e CIHCINNATI (UPI) == JAMES EARL RAY CONTENDS HE DIDP NOT ASSASSIEATE
: MARTIN LUTHER KING AND ONLY PLEADED GUILTY TO THE MURDER BECAUSE HE
; gggA'COERCED‘ BY LAWYER PERCY FOREMAN, AN ATTORNEY FOR RAY ARGUED
"RAY CONTENDS HE DID NOT SHOOT KING," ATTORNEY JAMES LESAR SAI%
- AFTER ARGUING BEFORE A FEDERAL APPEALS COURT THAT RAY BE ALLOWED TO .
.2R0§ HIS 1969 GUILTY PLEA TO KILLING KING IN MEMPHIS, TENN., ON APRIL .
?;AL%%E FACT IS RAY WANTS A TRIAL.' ADDED LESAR, "HE CLAIMS HE WAS o
JUDGE ANTHONY CELEBREZZE ASKED LESAR HOW RAY COULD CLAIM THAT
FOREMAN ™ COERCED® THE GUILTY PLEA FROM HIM WHEN RAY PREVIOUSLY TOLD
ANOTHER JUDGE HE WAS NOT COERCED INTO ENTERING THE PLEA,
- "THE PROBLEM IN COERCION IS THAT THE PERSON UNDER COERCION HILL
DENY IT," ANSWERED LESAR,
UPI 02-03 01810 PES ’
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. ; (Mount Clipplng in Space Below)

Court to hear"' L

»f

Ray appeal Feb. 3

, James Earl Ray’s request for a
; ‘ new. trial in tmsassmanon of Dr.
Martin Luther Jr. will be heard
Feb. 3 by the US. Snxthc:rcthom4
/ of Qppeals S ‘
" N Rayafwas siemdel:nged to 99 yel%a; in
ter -plea guilty in to

slaymg Dr. King in Mémphis.

oz il 2

into making L er:

judge in Memplus dmwglie{‘;iy's request

forra 'new on the charges last

L. 'z‘b’#_’,&'

L4/ S
S * 7

[ 7
NOT RECORDED
202 MAR 8 1976
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(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

——Cincinnati Enquir.
Cincinnati, Ohio

22 cincinnati Post
Cincinnati, Ohio

—Citizens Journal
Columbus, Ohio

——Columbus Dispatch
Columbus, Ohio

—Journal Herald
Dayton, Ohio

—Dayton Daily News
Dayton, Ohio

bae: 1722776

Edition: S Star Final
Author:

Editor: Walter

Title: Friedenberg

JAMFS EARL RAY

Character:

or

Classification: 157 -1893
Submitting Office: CINCINNAT

Being Investigated
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te unpunistied oy Stevéns,
vﬁ etriadtomducej

“hiinself 1 irid again last year, }
and ¢gisied out) !& ,who has privately ma
anl’escape ttined that he:was but aniuiis
"~ witting part.of .a larger plot};
Sk, Against Dr. King's  life, -sent
- word to the Justice Department
thr his. lawyers that he
: wo i 1ot testify. ,
-~ had - Ray’s lawyers concede
. that ‘their colient may, s the Mr.. R:
omem$. Justice Dep riment ted,
hwe “some knowl " cone)
the involvement of: bth-|
V' rq the .shoeting, but te
/' say.that his refusal to tal
"stems from his fear of reprisals
froth ‘o-conspiraters, Such' te- el -', €
m they add, é‘:mgi(‘ie easx}y g ' inan -y aily News (New York)
ied out inside walls imes !
of the Tennessee’ State Peniten-|d e New York Time
i:;ry in Nastmlée; where the

UNRECORDED COPY FILED i S ) - é a2z ,/% _

oT R :.:.'1 e " \*q’ @ "
o 6 . 0
46 rris + 97 \9 .
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1t éa!’ Raou!, Mr. Ray ‘has

said, who ‘him to pur-
Lchuea.% e.,ﬁta%uirr-

and carry § Jin his.
white Mustang, also financed
by Raoul. The weapon, Mr. Ray
says, was-to be slwwn to pro-
ive customers in an arms
sale,: |

Mr. Ray told l'us first Jawyer,
l¥ former

mm ﬁo leave thg nﬂe*md wait
ina downstairs bar.’

( Mr. Hanes mﬁﬂledm a nt\
'‘telephone conversation that ?&
Ray had said ‘he done ag

resﬁve,had"h?%mw

bar ?n time to. ¢ mnning
down the stairs to street,
where he dropped the rifle and
Mr, Ray’s other belongings and
climbed into the Mustang
Mr. Ray, who msisl;s tha»t he
of Dr. King’s
murder unnl he heard about it

N the ;iustglcion & a
spiracy persists in
of many, from ;

|berg, - the mmef

himself an “ing

tigator” * of . sevesul
assaseinations, 46 the
high.ranking Justice
ment official whg
flected on the evldazice
decided _that Mr: .
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ome Wate

I

. of Pontiac, Tocqueville ente
7 wiklerness” that he found as en
JIps. This area today is a shabby
nsinegses, wgml farms,” ur
., are gcattéred for miles along t
s. The dismal one- and two-stoi
‘scattered for miles along the !
{ons, a drive-in movie, a Bi§ Bay
lers, a motorcycle shop, a boat
t golf course, bars, mobile-hom
m repair shop, Public:ownershiy
as it is most anywhere in this c
ieville speat thd,secand night ir
:nt of two or huits aloag t!

Klint Disraw

IC. 13 LJUCS

By Michgel J. Harri

“massive . . . extensive and
om." E / .
 ‘While the C.LA. maintains
. money was spent to keep d
i _ opposition alive under Dr. A
. fact the money was strategi
tributed to. help democratic
democratic foes.
The C.Iu&..i ?elped found 1
" wing extremist group Patria y
- with $38,500 ih 1970, and «
payments for at least apothe
~On Nov. 5, 1971, the 49 Cc
the . high-levet > panel  that
covert - CLA::" activitles, \®

I4
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le. Whﬂe'

ed States
(the re-
the 1973

the back-

3 to bring
>ontinued

civiliah ' instalistions

‘which -went " beyon




{invesﬁgated agum

ank robberies at

the time of Br King’s murder

but was not able to. link Mr.
: shem. The
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maninulate and if. possible; conttol | po-

1 that small and vultier-

A carefyl reader of this
n 10 the conclusion that have |
tes Government, bears & glone.
ibility for the destruc- instan
«democracy. " group
1as been. mterpreted by - direct!
eful  readers ‘as exoner- . cejved
:d States from responsi- month
“the CLA. did not that t
:1 events in Chile, To. ers; “
gment mutd commxt us ' tween
proposition: 'To be’ held' sector
r the’ cmsequences of  'which
one must be in total . sgrike:
' consequences. By this ~ charge
1d be few things indeed’ CLA.
could hold the Govern- gnd t
sle. Ifour Government * Heepls
xtly control events in - Sec:
we. than' it ¢an control 4 "
lation in-this country— tween
d “'$ best' . * ’exm
three mjor chargea counts
-Aq that :the report has 1
ed to have -dispelled: candic
financed the . truckers’ . comm
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BOVCOTT 12-
PICTURE

BY TLOVD H

(Y

]
MONTGOMERY, ALA . » KING JR. WAS KILLTDN Bv
A CONSPIRACY, EIS T S SAID TRIDAV, CALLING -
TR Al INVESTIAATION T DEPARTMENT AuD TEI.
"THERE YAS MORT CGTR AND SONT 0T THE
WERE BLAAK." SAID K THER KING SR., TR0V THE
SULPIT WITRE KING B
"Tir DREAYER UAS AID NDR. RALDYT T,
ABTRY AT cs TUTRY CHRISTIAN
ConrEREn CSTIGATION, AND 10T oY
NEPARTM NONTT TRUST TUET TRILW
CORETTA SCOTT K11 CIVIL RICHTS LEADZR,
CATD OLLv A BAOBE I ' ERASE ALL DOURTS AR
TUT SPAME SURROULDI : 4D THE ACTS OF TUE TBIL"
WTUERT APPTARS TO BT A COLSPIRACY,™ SUE SATD. PIT DOES LOT ABPEAR
B T v NS PRats 1 nag
IT COULD HAVE BEEN THE WORY 0T 0L v&n. NEITUER SHE MOR ANV OTHER
SAMED ALY PTR20MS AS POSSIELT PARTICIPANTS IN A CONSPIRACY. )
KING WAS SHOT IN MEMPHIS IN 19 8. JAVES FARL RAV PLEADED GUILTY 'TO

THE MURDER, BUT HAS SINCE SOUGHT TO CHANGE HIS PLEA.

THE CALL ¥OR A NEW INVESTIGATIOR WAS MADE AT CEREMONIES
OMMEMORATING THE 20TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE ”ONT”OVNLY PUS BOVCOTT, THE
I
A

<

RST MASS ACTION OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMERT AND THE EVENT TVAT
TAPULTED KING TO NATIONAL ATTENTION

MRS, KING CITER RECENT REVELATIONS O ¥BI ATTEMPTS TO DISCREDIT
HER HUESBAMD AT Rf“”OHS TOR AN INVEIETIGATION INDEPENDERT OF THE
JUETICT DEPARTMENT »

\"1“’10

SPTAKING TO A WILDLY CHEERING CROUD OF 2,500 PERSONS AT A RALLV,
SPEAKTIR ATTFR SPEAXTD PRAISED KING AD SAID THAT DESPITE SETBACKS THE
CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT HAD MANY ACCOMPLISFYENTS. .

™JZ HAVE TURNED THE CRADLE OF THE COLEEDEIRACY INTO A CRADLE OF
TREEDOM,"™ SAID ABLRLIATHY. AN S e

"I'Y VERYV PROUD WYE'VE COME TROM A VOTELESS ARND A HOPELESS 41D A
ETLPLTSS PLOPLE 70 A PEOPLL WHO CALL AND SHOULD HOLD THE BALANCE 07
POWER POLITICALL”,"™ SAID ROSA PARKS, WiOST ARREST FOR RETUSING TO
vIELD 1R pyc cEat TO A WIITE STT OFF THE BOVEOTT. THED BOVCOTT LASTED
251 DAVE BEFORF THE SUPRENE COURT BARRLD SEGREGATION ON BUSES.

UPI 12-0° 03:77 ATS o

OT TaCCRDED
DEC 37 1975

Y\ AN S
L /1 @ WASHINGTON CAPITAL NEWS SERVICE U

]
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U.S. to ReView ‘i_ll g

S

By George Lardner Jr. Départmens Gen. Inv,
! Washington Post Staft Writer “ v r V G |denf.
ffp },//‘ Attorney General Edward ge':gﬁ,feg:s ot for thaetuds.- Inspecti
H. Levi has instructed two top but :that I, pection
Justice Department officialg started “at ; L Intell.
to review the FBI's in- Suggesting @at the review Laboratory
vestigation of the was Jargely precautionary Lo —
assassination of Martin measure, Havel emphasized egal Loun.
Luther King Jr. and consider that “it’s not Y reopening of Plan. & Eval. __
whetheritshotﬂdbereopened. the investigagon.” He s; Spec. Inv.
A department spokesman Levi has no reason to think Training
‘said yesterday that Levi took FBI probe of King’s mugder P
the step in light of last week's was ahything&;mmr gh. Telephone Rm. __

disclosures by the Senate
intelligence committee of a
concerted 'FB] undercover
campaign to discredit King a3
acivil rights leader that began .
in the early 1960s and con-

Director Sec’y ___

Padma.,

tinued after his death in April, : . thrge 1w
1968. . : . EDWARDH. LEVI of Jame‘ Earhhy‘ B . t
Levi ordered the review - . .asks study of FBI inquiry Ray subsequesfly pleaded o
Monday -in a brief note to . guilty to the mﬁﬁ’er and is L
Assistant Adorneys General The Attorney General was serving a~99-year'pr§son"feﬂi‘iv Y
J. Stanley Pottiriger, head of quoted as instructing them *“to However, he is.appeali the- o $4
the department’s Cjvil Rights review the file and to conviction in the é’? ral .
Division, and Richard L. recommend to me whether the . ke o

Thornburgh, head of the investigation - should™ pe
A}

Criminal Division. reopened.” See FB1, A3, Col2

N
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G Nor RECORDED
AR v g

et
/"‘f” )
' pssed info tion on the ,
‘FBE, From A1l pressed 1,13fom?a a
courts with claims thathewas  King case apdfgefcrl;\er;gm th_‘ag {
browbeaten into .pleaging g;;:::a%mmggw it for the
gilty ‘and that he wasa :_fa.ll records of the' FBI i
ggécordmg to Havel, a Civil vestigation when Levio de?
kights Division, Jawyer.in- . thereview. Y
et g&we chi Vi1t aloo has said i i studying the
in,veattioﬁ h told Levi it . i Pyt
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w:dow of Marﬁn Luther ng
said  today . that
assassination apparently was
caused. by a government
conspiragy' and  that .in-
vestigations into his slaymg
should be reopened.

“1 don’t, have the facts, but
at this stage I say it appears
there was a conspiracy in the
death of my husband,”
Coretta‘ngsaxd

“The  way ‘he ~was
documented and followed
around by Heover and the
,CIA when he was abroad, it
would have.to have been at-
tached to the forces of our
government that felt he was a
threat to the system as it
existed,” Mrs. King said.

She referred to the U.S.
Central Intelligence Agency

and to the late Rederal Bureau |

of Investigation .chief, J.
Edgar Hoover.

Mrs. King, on a three-nation
African tour, arrived here
Wednesday. She was in-
terviewed before a meeting
with Kenyan women leaders
arranged by the U.S, Infor-
matien Service.

She commented on the
review ordered by Atty. Gen.
Edward Levi of the FBI in-
vestigation of the King's
shooting death;in 1968. James
Earl Ray pleaded guilty tothe
killing in - Mermphis, Tenn.,
and was sentenced to 99 years
in prison,

The FBI has acknowledged
that- it  undertook
harassment campaign - to
discredit ' King“but has con-
cloded that Ray acted alone in
King’s assassmat:om Levi
ordered a review of the ém

‘his |

Levithn t
thosgtobfimé

m very d by
this;i$ do feel wit e%ge

‘investigations into the FBI
and. *CIA we have new
evndence., confirmed
evidence, ' shesaid. .

“ feel it requires further
investigatig @tq the.deathof
my husba as the’
assassmatiom of o‘t ers from
‘the Kennedys on.

“1 think there arexgrounds
‘for reopening the case. I have
always felt there was more to
it than came out. I also felt
somefiow 1in -the-long rar of
shisteey it would - be
revealed—just what _did
happen,” she'said.

Mrs. King told the Kenyan
‘women Hoover tried to
distredit her husband by
alleging he stole some money,
sought self-glorification and
was sexually immoral.

The last accusation was “an
effort to get me upsetandturn
me against him,” she said. *'I
was never aﬂected because I
k%ew fis moral commi‘ments.

“From the grave i ¢ truth
has nsen " Mrs. King-added.

g officials: new know it
was oover. and not Martin
Luth;r ‘King who e lmmoral
andunjust,> .- .

vy

taking actioﬁ agsaimt

e W0
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