Right: Lea
Of Dr. ng

abhorrent m all Amerimns'(

- By LeonDash -

Washington Post Staff Wrater .

Civil rights activists the
Rev. Ralph Abernathy and
c¢omedian " Dick Gregory
yesterday called upon
Presxdent Ford to open a new

“independent investigation”
into the assassination over
seven years ago of civil rights
leader the' Rev. ‘Martin Luther
King Jr.

During a 16:minute press
conference in front of the
White - Hbuse;" Abernathy,
president of the Southern
Christian Leagership Con-
fevence, said héwanted a new
'thoro@gh investigation into
the tragic assassination of the
most peaceful warrior of the
20th Century,” King.

On Wednesday night,
President Ford said'at a White
House press conference that
an- effort should be made to
identify agents in the Federal
Bureau of InVeStigation who
conducted a campaign of
character assassinatign
against King.

Ford stopped short of saying
that the FBI agents should be
fired or prosecuted for their
part in the campaign,
however. The activities aimed
at-Dr. King were conducted at

the direction of the late FBI °

director,”J. Edgar Hoover,
accordmg to a Senate in-
telligence report released last
week.

“¥ cermnly condemn those -
were taken-

actions whi
regarding Martin Luther
King,” Fotd shid. “I think it is

" involved
-assassination,” Abernathy

mcludmmyself

Uss. Attorney General
Edward H. Levi on Monday
iristructed Assistant Attorneys
General J. Stanley Pottinger,
head of thg Justice Depart-
ment’s civil rights division,
and Richard L. Thornburgh,
head of the criminal division,
to review the. FBI's in-
vestigation “of the
assassination of King. Levi
told the two officials to con-
sider if the investigation
should be reopened.

Gregory said he .does not

think -any new mvstxgatwn
into King’s assassination in-

Memphis, Tenn., on April 4,
1968, should be conducted by

- the FBI because of the recent

allegations regarding their
harassment of King. “I'm not
that interested in the FBI
investigating itself,”. said
Gregory. He said he belleves
the agency has “covered up”
the King assassination.

Both  Abernathy and
Gregory said they had
presented new evidence to the
Justice Department and FBI
last July 3, that James Earl
Ray,.the convicted assassin of
King, did not act alene.

“The evidence shows that
more than one person was
in the. King

said. “I"am callmg for a new
trial for James Earl Ray” so
the new evidence could be
examined, hesaid.

Both men said that Robert
Byron Watson, in federal

in Toronto, Q&Mdi, bave new
evidence 1o ; “in. con-
nectien with King’s death.

. They said they did not know

what charges Watson and

" Andrews have been convicted

s

“of.

Thirty-two persons, in-
cluding city councilman David
A. Clarke, marched in front of
the Whlte House yesterday in
support -.of the: demand fer a
new mvastngatm mto ngs
death.

Clarke, former gmecter of

. the now . defunct

Washington
bureau of SCLC, said:“I thitk
thére are enough reasons’ to
havs . the investige won
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" this way primarily because’

Carl T RoWan

The F BI and Dr

linanswered questlons

In thxs column almost, - “every time King smiled ata

'exactly a'year ago, I wrote

the following about the
FBI’s attémpt to deitrw
Dr. MartinLuther King:

“Is it a proper FBF func-
tion for agents to mail to the
wife of a man the FBI direc-
tor despises a tape record-
ing suggesting that the man
has a sexual affair going
- with another woman?
Should this tape be used

agents close to the FBI

director hope that sending-

- . .it to the wife wxll activato

the hated

.toward sui This vihs

done under Houvu- Mo
The front pages of Amen-

ca recently haveé blared

fo‘xl-th most of the story of J.
Edgar Hoover’s

' to destroy the re“"h%&tlon
"and influence of Dr. King.
With FBJ officials now ac-
" kno’’ledging these man-
strous efforts to destroy the
civil rights leader, I write
not.to say “I told you so.”

I wish only to have .
Americans realize that
what I wrote in. 1974, but
mare importantly what I
weote in many columns
aliwt Hoover and the FBI
in1969, was true. - .
hen I first revealed

. what Hoover and the FB]

0

ligd ‘done to Dr. King, for
re;snns of Hoover’s venal-

ity spite, political
ideslogy, I stirred up quite
uss. I shall never forget
thit wnen Vera Glaser and
Malyina Stephenson asked
ﬂ@xer who had started the

P

OVCYSY over 1lleg4u

“'l‘hat racist columnist,

Rowan.’’ Millions of Amerx-
cans were a lot more pre-
pared'to believe that I was
a black racist, forced by
paranoia to make “incred-
ible”* chdrges against Mr.

FBI, than to believe that
Hoover would engage in
blackmail and other crimes.

How could Amencans be-
lieve that hero Hoover al-
most died of ‘apoplexy when
Time magazine named King

“Man of the Year’'; that he
would encourage a . scarri-
y.lous attempt Bt blackmail
- designed. to_ingduce suicide

woman, or vice versa.
Given this kind of surveil-
lance, why were there no
FBI ‘“‘informants” around

"to.see someone firing a. m

at Dr. King?
1 look back at notes I taok
during private sessions with

.top FBI personnel when the |

FBI supposedly was press-

ing one of.its largest.man- | _

hunts in history — looking
for Dr. King’s klﬁ

Tecent revelatiohs regard-
ing FBI activitie 'ihema

“'te prevent Dr. King from tbmly

even accepting the Nobel " :
prize¢;. that he would:
€ 8 1o try tg -t

foace
'f ﬁsbﬂbtm ‘:‘
érdgad a fi?m of the mag

‘'sive 1963 civil rights march
of which the Reverend. King
was a leader.

Now that the Senate and
various FBI officials have
made it clear that I knew
what I was writing about
six years ago, perhaps
you'll treat seriously what
I'm about to say:

I am utterly convinced
that ‘the FBI knows a lot
more about the assassina-
tion of Dr. King than has
ever-been revealed.

The FBI kept Dr. King
under both electronic and

 physical surveillance right - wh

"up to the time he was killed,
"and the campaign to destroy
his reputation continued
leng after the’ asxsassinatxon
in Memphis.

Hoover
[} (Sw 4

l-eA

assed around

r.an wople the whole
ing’s murder

1 recat} Ehe strange diffi- -

‘culties James Earl Ray,
who was imprisoned for the' ..

killing, had with his attor-
neys. I ggte the re

‘squelcbing of his claims

that he is the patsy for.
other conspirators. I look
back at the evidence ‘and
am personally convinced’
that .Dr. King was
not conce! ved — perham
not even exesuted -~ by
J&mes Earlhyalone T

‘We may never kmw ﬂiﬁ
whole truth. But that Senate
committee ‘ought to go on
and explore the question of

r, sthen King's bitter
enemies fajled t9 blackmail
him. into committing sui-
cide, they took oﬂier m:’s
to “ekmﬁuﬁ Y
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Levi Orders ju
:.f King Death

bursh “to neview u; :
recommend to
tlgaﬂon Should be

arhid

KING PRE

i Mmo:m:&m or hi de hﬁgm ’
W C y before " is crusa

. Intelligence Com: rights, shot to death mm '
i, snder J;,Edgarml-li&ev? B " du it to Mar

'» - 'x"sé’s“ ?ne' ‘min
0 déstroy King as a civil
Ssan said Levi asked

A
kymmm&chm “Thors.  CPeming of the

0P CU

I‘J\TED'
& 1KED FILE AND INITIAESR
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;;',,\ . vContlnued From A«‘l -
ahd instructéd agents to do

" all they could to blunt his
- effectivness as the_mtmt

h?her than face disgrace
on. some undisclosed alle-
g’a‘tdwus. the .committee
said,

o )
; Kblley saﬂ in sn inter. Such
‘view yesterday that he is
: aotconsideﬂng discxpﬁmry

q'f:bﬂ a%ence of anydi-‘\'

rect allegations of involves .
tment in something illegal.”

EEEe

bemvedmuq_lmi IR
s e
e dis .
Aaction 3

with the BI who were in-

- volved in a decades-ldng .

: emnter-inteﬂ gﬁm ‘opéras
against the New Left,

- black militants, civil

orgamzations and other :

 elle ‘with an
mdti:hl' timony,be--
foré the Senate committee
; that there was lgg legal

Mﬁcaﬂﬁl
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vy By John Carmody

©, The third in CBS’ fourpart series on
“’!‘he American -Assassins” tonight
'exammes the circumstances of the
miwder of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. on

April 4, 1968. .
" . The decumentary, at. 1030 p.m. on

Cﬁmnel 9 (delayed for the conclusionofa ™~

Washington Bullets game), makes a
powerful case for an “outside in-
vogstigation” of both the circumstances

- Preview -
-';‘mohves surmundmg the Km

remaves itself as best it can, from
\ﬂm‘.ﬁh’oug emotians surrounting the case .

making a clinical, dlspasmonate'

tation of the facts. .
. ffhe hour is not “entertaining’” ar
ém:"ttmg television. It is comps

r m wrapped in the c¢pld' power q .
' agkmstmcted courtroom argqment.«:

correspondent Dan' Rather points
Qut: tonight, the King case differed in
seiverpl respects from the others— that of
.iu!m .F. Kemnedy, Robert F. Kennedy
the attempt on George
lace—discussed in the CBS series.

's assassin, James Earl Ray, is
&mly one of the accused assassins to

-fiéad guilty, though he has withdrawn

¥ plea. Thus his is the only case still

the' courts. Ray seems the: logst.
motivated of alf the accused
sins in the four cases. -

John Kerinedy assassination, the
Bag case ‘‘never came under the sante.

‘ éHigence Committee revealed the FBI. /

-

il P e R
% o
,

r—-*—*.—‘

it importantly, says Rather, unlike
per _cent. of .those polied | -Hay

A

b x M
had actually sent in 1964, what seemed to

. be a cruel, even unbelievable mv1tation
‘to Dr. King to commit suicide.

That kind of harrassment and the-
moving circumstances of Dr. King’s last
_ hours in Memphis—his strike leadership
and- his last, prophetic speech-on April
3— are never far from the viewer’s mind
tonight as the program examjines the
forensic and chronological -evidence
surrounding the murder.

" The on-the-scene investigation ticking
off the main points of evidence inthe case
against Ray seems to provethe eviadence
was largely circumstantial.

Yet Ray did manage a clever escape

- from .Memphis; ‘one that took him to-

Canada, England, Portugal and back to

":ﬁmdon, wheu he ﬁnally was arrested,

- mopths later: That journey, plausible

and yét oddly myseenous, still lmger; in

background of the King case, as dé¥s:

th(le lack of metivation for the knllmg it
self.

During the CBS pmbe says Rathér
they learned of several suspected plot~
ting groups, including “unnamed money
interests,”’ whiteracists, black militants,
_communists, the ClA——even the Quebec
Liberation Front.

That, of course; is the heart of : we
mystery in the déath of Dr. King. Ray”s‘
contention that his confession of guilt wis
ot free and voluntary wﬂl be settled ﬁ
the courts. ‘e &

But what of the forcum ,

possibly answer, but w{ﬂch nags ‘the

American public. Accor

I toa CBS: poll
taken in conjunction ‘wi

series;: 80

‘was involved with others; that is,’
there was a’ conspiracy.” This progi
seems to prove there.are. mmdaat

~reasons to reopen the case and-either st:ll:

" - orconfirmsuch widely-heldsusmcimm
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, 0 CES Mht — —_— tntell. NS !
NEW YORK — News ofters tonight a g0 DESPITE its work, the show winds up~ ~ Laboratory
one-hour TV study (WTOP-, 10:30 P‘m"};"f souading the let's-have-an-independgnt- Plan. & Eval.
the 1958 assassination of Dr. Martin Luther ;,yoqtigation call CBS News first made at:the s -
King Jr., whether James Earl Ray did it, eng of its November probe into the Kennedy pec. lnv. N
and, if so, whether he acted alone or as part g¢gusgination. i Training NG
of a conspiracy. . . -At that time, it said “history will be less Legal Coun.
Ray pleaded guilty in a Tennessee court In confysed’ if new congressional probes are Teleshone Rm
1969 to King’s slaying in Memphis, but re-mage about information CBS said was with- elephone Rm. —
nounced that plea, to no avail. He later failed held from the Warren Commission by the Director Sec'y . .

in a federal court bid to withdraw his plea cia and the FBI.
.‘“‘E go on trial, but a new effort by him mO¥  Tonight, it says that regardless of the
is jending before a federal appeals court.|  court decision Ray gets, doubts about the'cir-

. ¥ _cumstances of King’s assassination-still ‘will
N TONIGHT'S show, correspondent Dan repmgin and “an ougtside investigation is 10w
Rather says CBS News, in its probe into the peedegd' 1o attempt to resolve those doubis.
slaying of King, the black civil rights leader
and Nobe! Peace Prize winner, tried to inter- IT SAID THE probe could be made either
view Ray in prison. : by Congress or by an independent commis-

“But due to the repeated advice of his law-Si0n appointed by the president.
yéirs, he wouldn’t tatk for this broadcast,” ke, On Monday night, CBS will air the last of
2dds. “So the best witness stands mute.” | its four-program series on the shootings of

/Like CBS' two-part November study ofmajor Amer:car‘u‘ leaders. It says that show
Eresident John F. Kennedy's assassinaticn, Will: study the “doubts and discrepancit:s
tonight’s show revisits the scene of the slay-suri-ounding the assassination of Sen. Ro? ert
ing, re.studies the evidence and interviews F. Kennedy, D-N.Y., and the attempted
various persons, ranging from one of Ray's assassination of Gov. George C. Wallace: of
culrent lawyers to a Memphis landlady who Alabama. :
renied Ray a room. : {

I <
IN THE KENNEDY shows, CBS cautiously o
concluded that while “it may never be estab-
lished” whether Lee Harvey Oswald acted .

alone, “the evidence indicates” that Oswald () \) e

“probably did" shoot Kennedy.
There's none of that in tonight’s show. CBS

fails to turn up any evidence of a conspiracy v The Washington Post v
to kill King and doesn’t effer any opiniaon, ), Washington Star-News :
eveén. a cautiously worded one, on whom'it AV Daily News (New York)

thinks may have killed him.

1t simply says, among other things, tFat The New York Times

Teinessee’s case against Ray as a lone The Wall Street Journal S
gssassin “was not as air-tight aﬁ_ w<13 };fd he National Observer

cen told,” that no onc saw the fatal shot . ,'YT .

fired and that there’s no evidence Ray was : The Los Angeles Times

ncar the scene of King’s death “at the mo- , !

unguestionable proaof — an unjualified plea
of guilty — now is in legal contest”” and thata
federal appellate court decision on Ray's
Caze may come soon.

ment of the murder.” ‘ i Vi ey fog o
And it reiterates that “what seemed to De j a /) 0 f’ Date ]// ';1 / 4 (D

STy o
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ing mlmicipnl °:
workers,, The. dispute ‘Supi
a-l}l;neﬂ into a a violept protest
en some demonmm "
gan snushing be:
Dr. King an

§vi>denee ﬂm the ‘FB.. ‘even
mw o e
| -Notidng, the officiel said, ap-

¥ em”rbrmmm
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“The funeral service for M.
'Keﬁpegy, whom -Mr. Hoover
had alsq;sown to dislikte while

pnbhc an-
nouncement of Mr. Ray’s cap-
ture held up until the funeral
was under way, in the belief
that this ‘detract from
pubhcxty surroundmg the
Onefacetoft{ieFBI inves-
tigation that remamtamysterv
. Pottinger hag asked the

bmewmttowmnent publicly
on the case in view of Mr

appeal fo:- a new trial-—is
R:B.y' 5 dav betwem

the fingerpnnt cards of 53.000 '. omorrow
Pederal fugitives, in the belief qqgtion. :
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m unlawfull Obtained has declared * ife mitfen by Geor emm o8, and
ig ready. o testify undei oath be!ora the Ho?sg ltshedjby The Star ‘md MNW iTg W
i&'mmmem Amssinations 4bout'the case. - Ray wrote: | %

m nawde fis egfet aletter toNew York Times - “Byt haying to tssume wuy that m 5‘, w‘, Training
i .&athong 8, copies of which he sent to . niger McMillian’s (sic) novel the, Telephone Rm.
tar and to the House copimittee. “case, I'll hérein itsup éollectively 't‘o ol

Bw'm -'Washington lawyer, Jaines H. Le
»G% Oﬂerwns mmmg‘; his Enowledge. sar,  gbave peferred to literati an mv:tatian;y) e i

- gdiil:there is nothing to prevent the com- carrms Your: pris dsses bem?!
g aqluiis inxpsziga.tmg the’ mquers .of ez‘ ‘and ‘I shallsydo hkgwiu ‘with mey: Mifiaten
Ly F. Kennedy /~ ftom-issu-- tob( ctd-road one, gnd we: Shﬂ 1'?- %M {9t
“for- Rsy. but addg ‘that nothing.= mony determine the facts.” Pty
Mmmgl&y wmmy qga.;nst imself. . - .Conkmittee sources did not say whetker t‘he
_ *.,*mamgy 8 Tetter or would-shey indicaté W,
coursg ofaction would be!ﬁ‘ea, SpEAgREY
in  be reached for commest. e )
" investiggtion say there is-no @oubt that Bom
8 . wmto i.Ray on.the.stand andwoulip
gh:m there voluntany rather than n X
nae witness. : ﬁi
‘The, question -beﬁere e. House Myves
whether Ray acted alone i m}tiaurd fh"' h
- part of a wider cons; pitacy. Les
. -cent.ButRay’s guilty plea vaiatpd an

Spec. Inv.

Director Sec'y ___

%\"‘» Ay

o The Washington Post ______
T Washington Star-News _ﬂ_._.s_
Daily News (New York)
The New York Times
formed me Lesarsnd, The Wall Street Journal

i toshowu t
P a 3 The National Observer

The Los Angeles Times

#‘ :gl‘ﬁ :: go thmugh me. T met |
yromi e oo -
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FBi/D0OJ

84 JAN14 1977,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



NI SR
FRRS

REL

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



0-19 (Rev. 5-12-76)

Del. Walter 'E. Fauntroy (D-D C).
. chairman of the subcommities | investi-,
" gating the King assassination; sald the
.. contact was supposed to have taken

ﬂogtugnl,oneoimemleo:p
’*mm which Ray ﬂed béf&e he was
i ek

Fauntroy acknowlbdged in a ‘tele-
phone interview that the report was
uncorreborated but he said it canie
from. someone he regards 45 “a relia-
' Ble surce” who has spoken with Ray.

ig a 99-year ‘State prison
termmia Wmsoee for King ] mumler,
- $ty which Ray
-.he; mﬁmmn neggivcd bmmhe
eommittee is ngz{?;
e re] e House |
m”g &&ﬁt«i outline its D! for
ng the deaths bf ngjnd
Préhident Keénnedy.

The committee says it has been totd

Ruy contacted another person
hom he received further in-
* strugtons: to( aid in his eontinuing
. fiight out of the United States.”

s

decﬁhedtoaddanymm .

mmittee investigators
‘bren fold that Rity

84 JAN171977

‘Mm-k Lnne, puts
! governinent’s . invis
theKing and Kem
but he danieﬂ yeste;'day
the source. ' A
“In . fact, Lant ‘said, “T, H&Ve .f ,
ool W“té":;ﬁ o
y contravenes-it. He
when he fled th &gél, '
was fleeing from ever'yme" <o

Ray has contended sineé liis impris-'
onment that he was just “a fell gay”

in a conspiracy to murdet Kihg. The

US. Supreme Court, lidwever, re-
cently refused to - reviéw his - mﬂw
plea. :

mittedly omplete . aceount,
“something happened in Portugal”
| that kept Ray from goity to Belgium

and ultimately Africa, ’lﬂi destinaﬁou

Instead he returned toEnglmd wher«e

he was captured.
i “The House committe’s repm is ex-
! peetedtobemndequlieshorﬂybe
* fore Congress convenes Jan. 4. House
| ;?vestt,lgators ;:;h seeking a $6.5 mil-
\ on budget they say; is neces.
' sary for a thorough and independent

~ investigation.
: Ray* escaped pirsoh in Mis
l souri on April 23, 1907 a.ln‘lostayear
. before King’s death. -

fWe suspect he had a number of
contacts over that year,” Fauntroy
i 3aid: “These are among the leads we'll
{ 'be dble to pursue -thorqughly if ‘we .
|
|

. -quested,” he said. .

.. Committee inmhgators do net
claim to know the identity of Ray’s
1. supposed contaet while he was in Por-
. | tugal, but Fauntroy said the source of
‘the story “is of such reliability that
we fesl confident. tlm lead is worth
following.” oo
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

4 inimum fzgure '

request $6.5 mlhon in first year fund

- ing'to investigate the murders of John*
‘. tion "to- the Warren Commission, he

- F. Kennedy and Martin Luther King.
Committee mempers acknowledged

that the size of the budget may shock .
of the House the,

Public Works Committee, one of the

largest, operates on a budget of about
$2 million — but they agreed with com-

mittee director Richard Sprague that
the figure is the minimum necessary
for a full, independent investigation.
" Sprague indicated he will not re-
«main in his position if Congress cuts
the budget, which would finance 170
persons, foreign and domestic travel
and backup equipment.
The director presented his budget
proposal to the House Democratic Cau-

cus later Thursday, but there was no -
formal comment from members. Rep. -

John B. Anderson of Ilinois, Republi-
can conference chairman and a mem-
ber of the assassination committee,
said he was optimistic that the full
budget will be approved.

SEVERAL - MEMBERS of Congress
from both parties expressed surprise at
the proposal and predicted it may be-

~ ,come the center of heated debate, but

B4 ant3T7

.they would not comment on the -

.record.
. Sprague.attempted to justify the $3.5
‘million salary request by pointing out

- JFK-King i mvestlgators
requesting $6.5 million

'By JOHN GEDDIE
Wmd‘l‘htﬂm

that he opposes using FBI or CIA inves-
tigators because the actions of those
agencies will be part of the probe..in
addition to publicized mstanoas in
which the ageficies either: destroyed
evidence or failed to report informa-

said, his investigators are already
studying the sufveillance and security-
sctivities of the FBI at the time of
King’s death it Memphis. © '
He said Congress would “appear fool-
ish” if federal agents were allowed to
participate in the new investigation.
Sprague also revealed in a status re-
port to the committee that investiga-

-tors have talked to persons who .dis-

cussed “certain matters” with James
Earl Ray, who is serving a life term in
the King case. As another example to
support his request for a large staff,
Sprague said some witnesses do not
want to “deal with” federal agents.

He also said his investigators have

located persons who were-present at
.Parkland Hospital when a bullet was
found on John Connally’s stretcher.

The “magic bullet” which the Warren
Commission said went through Kenne-

ety oy -

dy and wounded Connally has been the

subject of controversy, with some per-’
sons claiming it was “planted” to be
found at the hospital. Sprague said his -
witnesses had nevar been interviewed ¢
by law enforcement offxcm]s

B i.%.3
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UNDER THE BUDGET proposal, the "
staff would be composed of two units —#
one for each murder case — made up of -

- 15 lawyers and 25 investigators each. .
There would also be five lawyers in a
separate legal unit, 30 staff membersin -
the document analysis and research
unit, four in a polygraph and psycho-
logical stress unit,'nine in administra-
tion and 35 secretary-clerks.

Sprague’s “bare bones” budget esti-
mates that $1.6 million will be needed
for staff travel and expenses. Consult-
ant services, including fingerprint and
handwriting experts, neutron activa-
tion and photography experts and -
translators would cost an estimated
$100,000 each year. .

The telephone bill, estimated at 250 -
calls per day at $5 per call plus the
basic service charge, is listed at $425,-
000 in the budget. The committee
would lease copying and computer
services and purchase tape recorders,
cameras, portable polygraph machines
and stress evaluators. Two “mini-
phone recording devices” would be

: purchased for $4,400. Security devices .:

: " for staff offices are listed at $10,000.
chard A, Sprague . . . the If the full budget is not accepted,

ector of the House Com- Sprague said, “we might as well forget
on  Assassinations. - ahoutit.”

r
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ducted by persons independ-
-ent of the -Justice Depart-
ment, which has policy con-
trol over the FBI.
“‘According to the sources,
Pottinger is recommending
that tle committee of in-
quiry look into such ques-
tions as whether there was
rany FBI  complicity in
King’s death, whether the
.FB. violated any laws or
-poicy guidelines in its deal-
.irgs with King, and whether
aty conspiracy, say, of
-dersons outside government,

.was connected to the mur-

der. ~

The sources said the study
committee, as envisioned in
'Pottinger’s report, would
‘have no prosecutorial funec-
tion. Instead, it would re-

view the record, hear new
-~evidence, if any, and advise
- the

General
believes that

Attorney
whether it

there are grounds fo& pursu~

i+ ing the King case, techni-

- cally never closed, with a re-

newed investigation.

An Dr. Ki

The sources said that Jus-
tice Department officials be-
lieve that a study committee
can. be named under the
provisions of the 1972 Advi-
sory Commission Act, which
was designed to provide bet-
ter public insight into gov-
ernment operations. The
legislation requires that at
least one member be a gov-
ernment official with the
pewer to convene and dis-
miss meetings.

However, the sources
added, Pottinger’s recom-
mendation will be that most,
if not 211, of the other mem-
bers be drawn from outside
the government, Although
the sources would not specu-
late on names they said it
seemed obvious that some
would be persons prominent
in the civil rights move-
ment.

Questions about the King

case have been growing
since last November when

" the Senate intelligence com-

mittee hearings revealed
that the late FBI director. J.

Edgar Hoover, had inspired

.. -

——t

a sécret, six-year campaign
to harass and try to discred-

it King. Agents bugged Dr.r

King's telephone conversa-
tions and sent him an
ymous letter containing def-
amatory information about
his personal life. .

Ray, who has told a
murky and contradictory
story about his involvement
in the murder, is now seek-
ing to overturn his 99-year
prison sentence and win a
new trial. His lawyers have

~said that if his appeal is

granted, Ray will attempt to
prove that he was coerced
into pleading guilty to the
killing.

These developments
caused Levi to direct the
Civil Rights Division, which
is headed by Potginger, to

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

anon-
nnb

2

J. STANLEY POTTINGER
... headed the review

review federal records relat-
ing to the assassination for
any additional light they
might shed on the FBI’s
campaign against King and
_its pursuit of Ray.
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