


TO 

OPTIONAL. FORM NO~ to 
MAY 1se2 EPITION 
GS/; FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11,6 • UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
:SAC, Indiapapolis (44-563) 

• 
DATE: 4/19/68 

FROM : SA RICHARD J. EISGRUBER 

SUBJECT:UNSUB, aka 
John Willard; 
MARTIN LUTHER KING, Jr.-VICTIM 
CIVIL RIGHTS 

00: Memphis 

CHARLIE VOWELS, Telephone Number 424-3524, 
Supervisor in Pigeon Township Trustee's Office, Room 
B-5, Vanderburgh County Court House, Evansville, Indiana, 
confidentially advised on 4/15/68, that he is employed in 
the Poor Relief Office and that on 4/9/68, a LOLA EVELYN 
YINGER came to his office requesting bus fare to Indianapolis. 

YINGER provided a telegram received from her 
husband RON YINGER, addressed to herself at 1115 Highland 
Sport (Court), Shreveport, Louisiana, which stated in part: 
"It's too hot to go fishing in Shreveport, suggESt you catch 
a bus to Indianap?lis." 

YINGER gave an address of 740 Spruce Street, 
Indianapolis, Indiana, where she would be reached. 
VOWELS stated that he became suspicious of YINGER, as she 
was obviously lying, and he would not give her the money 
for the bus fare. He stated the more he thought about the 
telegram that YINGER showed him the more suspicious he 
became and thought there possibly might be some link between 
this telegram and the assassination of MARTIN LUTHER KING. 
VOWELS stated that he did not know what the telegram meant 
but felt that it might be some sort of code or something. 
VOWELS stated he was making this information available to 
the FBI for whatever use they deemed appropriate. 

~Indianapolis 

'-R~ 
(2) 

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the PayrotJ Savings Plan 



FBI 

Date: 4/19/68 

Transmit the following in -------~-------,, ___ P_L_A_I_N_· _TE_X_T~------1 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via __ T_E_L_E_T_YP_E __ _ URGENT 
(Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L-------

TO : DIRECTOR (44-38861), SPRINGFIELD (44-561), 

MEMPHIS (44-1987) 

FROM: INDIANAPOLIS~ 

MURKIN, CIVIL RIGHTS. 

RE BUREAU TELETYPE TO ALL OFFICES THIS DATE AND SPRINGFIELD :. :~::e:t :· 
TELEPHONE CALL AND TELETYPE TO INDIANAPOLIS THIS DATE. ..)J}_ 

RE JAMES EARL RAY. ,m;, 
E. L. POPHANKEN, PAYROLL SUPERVISOR, AMERICAN COMMERCIAL ,>-:rJ:. · 

BARGE DDNE, DIVISION OF AMERICAN COMMERCIAL LINES, INC., WHICH 

DIVISION HAS CUSTODY OF ALL CURRENT AND PAST EMPLOYEES OF THIS 

COMPANY AND OTHER BARGE COMPANIES WHICH MERGED IN NINETEEN 

SIXTYONE, SEARCHED RAY'S NAME AND ALL ALIASES AND ADVISED NO 

RECORD LOCATED INDICATING RAY EVER EMPLOYED BY THESE COMPANIES. 

FOR INFO SPRINGFIELD, ALL EMPLOYMENT RECORDS PRIOR TO 

SIXTYONE HAVE BEEN DESTROYED. HOWEVER,. ALL NAMES AND SOCIAL 

SECURITY NUMBERS PLACED ON IBM CARDS AND THESE CARDS, WHICH 

ALSO CONTAIN CURRENT EMPLOYEES, WERE RUN THROUGH WITH NEGATIVE ~ --~ 

RESUIXS. S7 !f ?'~ ,.~ 
:,,_(1.,··--~--.. M€ S,* t~•, 
: .. .- (r [f.o,l}t:f 0v 

-·~-.. ,.~·~.-,y:.; .. VIP 
WTT:fjm 
(1) I ~tt'\'1 

Approved: ------..f..-1'-i/_ 1 
\_,___ __ 

Spedal AgentnCharge 
Sent 

:·, 

·_ , \-: ~,2:~f;;:(:~ki'ii~triiilfi!I; >.; -. 



• 
FBI I NDAPOLS 

/ 
. -

FBI· ST.LOUIS 

350 PM Uij.GENT 4-20•68 PCJ 
: ' ... 

TO: DiaECTOR. MEMPHIS• CLEVELAND~ INDIANAROLIS~ .LOS 
, - ...... ,,., ,...., ·"'' -- • ...... ,.. r, ... ...... ' ,• . .-., • .• .. . ...... ' "' .· • r .... -

ANGELES 

ffiOMI ST_~ .L~U! ~ (44-775> 
~ ~ "' ... ,..... ! .. 

M:JRKI N.: C11,l 00 : ME. 

. . 

R; ~!N~-!N~T! ll!:L '.f~ 1?!i;~T~8:' -~fl.• .. N!~~;N -~Tf ~J? 
. . ' 

$'P• LOU! S TEL~HO[jE CALLS 10 .1 NDIAN.AROLI $ AND LOS ANGEJ;.ES 
·- -. -.. ..... ·- ,..., - ... .- ....... . ....., ... --'. ' 

• • J •• • 

APR• NINETEEN.LAS~• 
. . 

SAS DIS:f'ATCHED AAR'• NINETEEN LAST. GREYHOUND BUp D~f.lT• 
~ -. ! ~ ,... .... .• • ... • ·- ,...., . ..... ·- ,,_ • - ·- ..... .-; ,. - f .. 

- • • - • ' - --- • • - . •.i 
ST •. LOUIS. ~Ou· FOR -.. CHECK OF ~ASSENGERS ABOARD BUS FOUR FO'Ufi 

... , - •!I' ...... ........ .. ...... 'I ,... -· ............ ~ "") ..... . .., , .. ~ • ; .... " • ,;;_ ...... ,. -- .,..., , .. - ' ~ ·:"" 

• • • • •• 0 ,> r • • 0 

SEVEN TWO• ~! V! N~ ~~M g~~UM~US:' _ ~~! ~t yW~ '.f-~NTY- ~_._M_._ ·. ~? 
- . 

PEft,SON IDENTIFIABLE AS INDIVIDUAL DESCRIBED RE :f.EL OBSERVED 
...... .....,4 . .., -- . .-., ........ -~- . .,...·,..., ....... 1 ....... - •• 

. . . 
IEPAATING.BUS. EMP'tY BUS SEARCHED FOR,PERONS.REMAINING ON 

- ,..._ .,.. ... . .... - ,.,_ .............. ' . ,. ... ·._• ·- - . .. . ~ - ,....., .... ! --. 
VEHICLE. WI'l:H NEGA'tI VE RE.sui:rs. BUS TE~Ml NAL CHEC~D BEFORE ' 

- ,.,.. .... .... -~ • • - ,..A - • -. • '•• 1 ~ ... .. ..... _.. • ..... ' ,. ~ "" ,~- - .... ,. ••"'- • - - ... ,.... -

' i . . . 

AND AF~E& DEPART.URE OF VEHICLE FO~,LOS ANGELES WITHOU~ SUCCE&S•' 
" • ~ ,• ·H ~' ' , •- ,... ..... • -•- ~-- ,...., 

END PAGE ONE 



• • 
PAGE 1WO 

/ ,, 
;,, . , . 

ONLY.MALE.PE&SON QN.BUS ~EMOTELY SUGGESlING SUBJECT'S 
-"'I, , • • -• < ,.... a....._ -- ...., ... • - --- ; .-.. - - w ...., -• -

• • : ' : • • , .I - - • • • ~ ! o - I • 

APPE~NCE IDENTIFIED AS CHAALES WM.REN HALE, DATE OF BI~TH 
~ ~ ,.,. '"'I ! ,.., !- .• .- ... •. ... ' ·-~ ,,, ..... • •'"" .., "'_.,. • ,. • ~... -~ ,... .... ..... ,.,, 

. ' . . 

ANSON# TEXAS# EN ?fOUTE ~OM 
c______,.-----.--..-~~-c---~~~-~-~~~ ,. . ..... - "" - " .. .._. .... , - ~ ,..., .. - .. ,, •. . 

HOLYOKE, MASS•# TO A VEXEaANS HOSEITAL NEAA ABELENE, TEXAS. 
_,.,,~ • ;.,. .. t•·•,. ••• d • ....., d : ,-,., A' ,..., 

. . . . . - . : _,, - •. 

~. ~~~!N!~~LY N?l IDENT!~~L T~ su~~~~T~ ' 

DR!~~ W~Y~ LES~~ W·!LL!~MS~ ~~Yl;_l?U.NJ?, BUS ,L!~St El GHT, 

ZERO ONE N. B&OADWAY" RESIDENCE FOUR FI VE ZERO El GHT ·NOR'FH• 
...... ;.., '"' • ... .. ,--<. • ' ..... -~ •• .. "' ,, ...... ...... • ~-- ..... .... ... ,... ,,. .. ~"""" ,... ~- ",.,_, ... ~ ...... -, - ,-, ,- ' ,, ,..,.,..., .., 

. . .. - .. . - - . . 

EASlE8N,AVE., WANAMAKER, INDIANA, ADVISED ~ij• NINETEEN SIXfY. 
·• .• - .. ..._ .. .,., • .,, ,. 3 - - ..... • - ~ • .. ~ ,. • ,...._ - • • .. ... - - - - ..... • f" 

EIGH'f, HE DB.OW WMBE~ FOtlfi FOUR SEVEN rwo F~OM INDIANAAOLI~, ,:o 
_ ... ,----· - , .... , __ , .... ,,.. ...,.-· ........ ,....... •·· ..... _ ......... ,..._ .-., ~ .... .,,, ...... ....,,',..,, 

- - . - - ... - .. 

sr •. LOUIS AARIVING '.f.WO 'fWEN'f.Y .f•M• , AA~• NINETEEN L~T• Slf·ATED 
.... - _..., -. - ...... .... -. ... ~ ,, ..... ' - ~- -- -· .... 

. - - . 

HE HAD TJ,/ELVE PASSENGE~$ F~OM INDIANAf,0~1S_ lO Sl• .LOU.IS, 
J"' • • ...... .. 4 ..,._ • • ~ w, ~ ,~ >' ..... l.'I...., ~ - ,I IJ_ ..... p ...., - 1 .. ... e '!' 

SEVEIµ\L OF ·WHOM WE~E NEGROES AND FEMALES, BU.T DOES NO'F KNOW· 
...,, ., ..., ,.. >••· ....., _..., - ~-w .....- -. ....., ~ F, .,,. ,_,. ' "' - • ..-,. - ..... ,.. I • 

. . . . -

WILLI@MS VlEWED PHOTO OF SUBJECT, STATED. NO ,ONE OF DE&Cft.,I~TJON 
.... -- .... ,..~ . ' ..... ...... ..... . ..,, ,,.. ' ' ... , .. ,.,.. ,...,_ • ,,, ~ ,,~ ~ • ..... ...... . •··• ..... ,.. ·: - ...... ,...., if" ...... 

- , , • : • ~ ., 1 - •• 

AMOUNG PASSENGERS• HE. DID ;aECALL ONE I NDI VI DUAL WHO SAT :\1,1 GHT 
-•~. • I ,. • 

FRONT, ,SEAT., THlij,TY. YE.ARS OF AGE, Fl VE FEET, El GHT TO N1NE 
•• ""' ·• , . ..,, .-., ' • I -• • ' • • ,.... ,,,. • .o ,..,, .... ,_' ,,. ,...., •,._,, - _,,. ,,.,. ••• ,._ ••• .- - .,..... , ,... {""'- '""" 

. INCHES, ONE Fi VE ZERO .LBS • ., INTO~ICATED, AND EN ROUTE MASS. T'O 
,-, ,....,..,.. ... -'"'l-, ..... ,-. "' •-~~ ~ ,.., .... '!' -i ·- ,,...,,.. ......... ,. • '· - .. ,,- .... - ,. ....... t ,.., 

. r .J Z _, ' • ~ , • 

TE~AS•.HE COULD ijECALL NO OTHEft. I?EijSON MEE'flNG 1"liE DESCft,IR'.flON -- ,, .. ... ..... .,... ,.., -- ; ~ - ,._ . ,; ..... .... .... , - ..- .-,_ . ~ .. ,~- -- ,..... -' ·- , --~ ,- ..... ,,...,_ ..... 
I• ! • • • •·· 1 - - • • • 

IN QUES'fl.ON,. AND DID NOT, DELIEVE THIS.PER:SON WA~ IDENJ'-lC~.• 
.............. ,. ~-.. • ..... ,..,..._ .......................... , ~- ,.....,~ .. , _,..,,_,..._·;~ 

..... J::ND .... , , ..... ,, ., 

'EXS. 
' ; ' 

FBI . 1 ND~OLS 



TO 

OPTIONAL FORM NO. to 
MAY 1862 EDITION 
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.5 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
SAC, INDIANAPOLIS (44-563) 

FROM SA JAMES G. WINTERS 

SUBJECT: MUR.KIN 

• 
DATE: 4/20/68 

At approximately 11 AM this date ELMER SENG, 1133 North 6th 
Street, Lafayette, Indiana, telephone number 742-2395, telephonically 
contacted the Indianapolis office and advised the writer that he had 
rented an apartmmnt to a man using the name HARRELL VOWELL at 237 
South 4th Street, Apartment 4, Lafayette, Indiana yesterday .. SENG advised 
that~ was a "dead ringer" for LEE RAY. 

VDwELL · · · 

- "· ·.sENG advised that VOWELL is described as a white male, 5' 10", 
150 pounds, 35-40, ·-·dark sandy hair, dimple in chin, sun tanned, with 
about a three day growth of beard. tle further advised that VOWELL was 
driving an older model red Chevrolet pick-up truck with unknown Michi­
gan license plates ·and had stated that he had just arrived in ~afayette 
:f:rom Coco Beach, _Florida~ VOWELL also told SENG that he expected his 
brother to arrive there within a day or two and told SENG that he was 
looking for a job with hours from 3 to 11 so that he could go out even­
ings .. 

Supervisor TILLAR and SA BARADELL were advised this date of 
above information. 

JGW/ 

2 - 44-563 

t:·~ ~-- ·::-o .. ::.~ .... w 
. . l 

·····•• ..... 

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 
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FBI I NDAPOLS 

FBI NEWARK 

8 ZOO PM URGENT 4-20-68 JON 
.: ; . 

TO DIRECTOR, CINCINNATI., CLEVELAND, INDIANAPOLIS., LOS ANGELES, 
' .... .-. -.. - ..... ..... ...... • .-.. - .... • • • ... - • -,, ,. .. ..~ ....... • • >"-• --- ~~ "' 

MEMPHIS, NE,W YORK, AND ST• LOUIS PLAINTEXT 
- ,..., • .,. • > - ,...,_ .. ,..., ,-

LOS ANGELES VIA WASH,DC• 

FROM NEWARK 44-854 

MJRKI N, ca .. oo-~. 

13.E_Cl TEL TO DIRECTOR WITH COPY TO NEWARK • .., 

GARY S • GOODMAN, AGE. SEVENTEEN., THREE Fl VE BIR.KEND~NE 
... - -·~ - - , . . .... , - . ,.., ' ..... ' - .,,. ..... _. .... - .. -- ,, .. -

. . 

RD., CALDWELL., NJ, WAS INTERVIEWED TODAY. HE ADVIpED 
~ 0 _,,. .. • • - "'< -• --~ •• • ...., 4 .. ... - ...... - .. , ..-., I •• o 

. . ~ . ,. . ... . . . 
THAT WILE AWAITING A FLIGHT FROM PORT .COLUMBUS INTERNATl'ONAL - - .. -, -.. - ,. ~· -. ....... - -· -- ,- .............. . . ' 

.. . -

LAST., HE ENCOUNTERED UNKNOWN MALE I NDI VI DUAL WHO VERY 
•' 1 I 

. - -· ,- ,., - ' ,. - ,. - ..... , ...... - . ,. _, ~ ,.... . . 
CLOSELY RESEM1?LEJ? NEWSP,~ER P~~T~~':Wl} ?~ ~RIC ST~V~ ~LT• 

. . 

ALSO PRESENT IN ADDITION TO INDIVIDUALS SET FOaTH 
' > • • -. -. - ,.., ..... • -. ..... , ' .... - : ;-

~ 

IN REFERENCED TEL., WAS.LLEONAliD DRIBINSKY, ONE THl~T.Y PELHAM 
...... . .. - ,..., -- ' ~ . . ..... - -. . ... ,..., ... ,,. .. -. 

THREE SIX - EIGHT ONE SIX ONE. GOODMAN ADVISED THAT AT ABOUT 
.. ...... : 

11HREE AM, A TAXI DRIVER ENTESED AIRgO~T AND INQUIRED AT EAL 
• ,. .- • .· - I """ - .... . .• • • .-, '"" • ..._ - • "' 



'?f, • PAGE. T•WO 

NK 44•854 
' . . 

ARRI V~D 'fa't AIRPORT • 
' •• 0 ...... ' A ~ •", .., ~ HE GAVE FOLLOWING DESCRIPTION OF 

.... , -. ,.... ·' ..... , .,..., 
. ' . 

U~N'?WN M~LE - WMA., ~!V; ~~~T EIGHT .. HEAVY BUILD .. , 
••• ....._ .....,.,,.._, .. ."<< ""'w A ,.._ •...... • '!' 

• 
~N~ EIGHTY LBS., AGE APPROXIMATELY THlijTY SEVEN OR, 

... .... .. ..... • ♦ .... - ~- .. • ..... 

TiilR'fY EIGHT .. BLOND BijOWN HAiij .. WITH REDDISH APPEARANCE .. 
•<w :• 0 • ... "' ~• .. •• • .... f ... -S •• • ,.., ... ....., ,., .,-, • f .-., -- ~ • ,, ~ • ~ ,. ,....._ "• ~ 

~'?L?R APPEARED SOMEWHAT UNNATURAL AND MAY HAVE BEEN DYED 
,.., , ~ .... .,... .... ~ • ,.. ➔-- ... - ' , . . . . ' . . 

HAIR WAS LONG TO TOP AT EARS.- WEARING THIN MUSTACHE HAVING --~ - . ~ ' ,· , .... ~ .... ' ,..,., .......... , - .. -- , .. , .... .... ,. 

APPEAaANCE OF ~WO WEK Gij.OWfH, OTHERWISE CLEAN SHAVEN• 
• • ~ ,. % ' ,... • ,.,_ - ...,, ••• I "' - ,.,_ ,-,, • ,-.I -·r ,.._ • • --. '-• 

' ' . 
WEARING SOLID BLACK SPO~TS JACKET., WHITE SHIRT NO r1E.-

BLACK.LACE TYPE SHOES IN NEED OF REPAl~~- MHIT.E S~XE$~ 

~O'.f,IClBLE 
. ' 

ODOR OF ALCOHOL BU+ DID NOT. APPEAA. INTOXICATED AND SE?OKE 
.. ... • • , .• - '" •• 1-- "'.. - ,.., , ... _ ... , ., ..... , • • . \...., " 

COHERENTLY. GOODMAN DID NOT NOTICE AN ACCENT,., UNUSUAL 

· MANNERI~Ms .. HABITS, scARs .. MA&KS., TATToos .. o~ JEWEI..flY· 
~ • ; ; • "", , "\ l"''f .-, ' • • ., ~ . ... .. .... ..... .. ..... - - ' ' ..... 

~'?'?DM~N w~~ ~k~-!~llEJ:1 .. PHoTos -~1: ~R!~ sT~v~ ~~~T_._ 
,, 

HE ADVISED THAT EHOTOGijAPH SHOWING EYES DRAWN IN# 
..... ~ • . ..... ., • - ,.,. ,..., ......, ' .. '"'' .... , ~- •·· .... ' • r"" ... 

BORE VE~Y .CLOSE RESEMBLANCE TO THE UNKNOWN MALE WITH THE 
"" ,""' •" '.. - " . ... ~-, ..... ..... ;, - ..... 

' . ' 
FOLLOWING EXCEPTIONS: UNKNOWN MALE WEARING THIN MUSXACHE, " 

..... -- .... -- - •·- ,. " - -
EYES MORE P&OMINENT., HAIR LONGER OVEfl; E~S• GOODMAN 

.. , .-- ~ .. _, ' - ..... ,,_,... .... '1 ' 

END PAGE TWO 

.I 
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PAGE THREE 

NK 44-854 

ADVISED THE PHOTO OF JAMES EARL RAY, FURNISHED BY THE BU~AU ON 

FOUR NI NETEE
1N LAST, NOT AS CLOSE ~s~~L~N~~ ~s ~ev~ 

DESCRIBED PHOTOG~APH AND IN ADDITION CITED THE FOLLOWING:' 
,.. ..... . - ; ..... ,....... ... -. . ' ....., ,. . . ...... -· ,,... ,"" ..., ,- . --- ,,... .. - ..... -.. . ..... "". 

--
DIFFERENCES: UNKNOWN MALE'S SLIGHTLY WIDE~•AND N~T AS E~!N!ED 

LIPS SLIGHTLY LARGER• 

UNKNOWN MALE INDICATED THAT HE COULD NOT WAIT UNTIL 
""' . -. .~• ~ .,. • . • ..... i ...... " 
. . . 

FIVE TEN AM TO DEPART .COLUMBUS, AND THEN_TELEEHONICALLY 
. - ·~ * .... ·- ,~..... ' 

CONTACTED THE RAIL AND BUS LINES INQUIRING ABOUT DEPARTURES' 
•-· .. ,...., ·- ...... - --. ... ~. ~,,.... .... 

TO LOS ANGELES• UNKNOWN MALE PURC~SED A BROWN, YELLOW -· .- , ~- . .. ... - .. . . . . 

AND O~ANGE BLAID SHIRT FOB ONE DOLLAA FROM RONALD WEISZ, 
. . .... . , .. , . ....., ·- , " ' . .... ~ . 
A COOOFANION OF GOODMAN. UNKNOWN MALE CHANGED SHUiT, AT 

"" .. ,.... .-. -. , ~ '., ,,... ,,.., ' ._.., ' I "' 

AIBPO~~ AND DISCARDED HIS WHITE SHIRT IN LOCKER, WHICH GOOD~ 
.,.._ .. ' - - .. • • • ....- - -· ...... ..., .... ... .. ~.. .. I" ........ ....., ' ' •• 

LATER OBTAINED AND HAS FU~NISHED TO _1_\lEjilARK DIVISION. UNKNOWN 
> ~ -~ • ...... - • - • ., .. .. ...... "'' ~ ' ...., - ,.. .. • - ..... • "' ....... 

. . . 
MALE IN AIRPORT APPROXIMATELY THIRTY MINUTES TO HOUR, DU~ING - ,.. ..... ..... ... ..... _,., . . - -

. . 
ti.HIGH TIME HE HAD CONVERSATIONS WITH GOODMAN AND OTHERS• 

• • ... - ,- ..... M • >V .. • ... '""'• ' ,. ..... 0-<, • " ,., ,...., , ... ,..... ~ ~ ~ p ,.. ,-, •-0 ,t "- 4, 

' < 
' ' 

UNl<N~WN MALE ~~SER~D !N P?SSESS!?N ~F. Lf:\R~ R~LL, ?F. 
~~N~ ~N~ T.t,:m;~ R?LLS ?F. ~!MES~!~~~?&~ f~!NT~~ NAME 

. ' 

OF CINCINNATI, OHIO, ON WRAPPERS• UNKNOWN MALE INDICAT-ED 

END PAGE,THRE 



• • 

I RAGE FO\ffl. 

NK 44-~54 

HE HAD BEEN IN COLUMBUS., OHIO FOR S~VERJ_\L DAYS AND P~F;V!~O~LY 
"• >Cc -• • , •• ... -. ~ -, J I 

; • ' '! . . 

IN CINCINNATI. ONLY REFERANCE TO.PRtOa ACTIVITIE$ WERE THAT 
,,._ I ._,, • ..... ,_ ,_ ,..._ • ,, ' /- ~ ~ 

; . 
HE HAD BEEN'DRINKING. HE MADE NO REFERANCE TO ASSOCIATES., 

' • ,. • •• ,I ..... _ ·- 1,," .,. 

) . l • ,. . . 
!NTERES~S~ MEANS OF L!VL!~??J? ~a HOM; ~NJ? ~R~ENTLY 

HAD NO LUGGAGE• HE APPEARED RATHER HAPPY-GO-LUCKY BUT , . 
-- -- ,. • • ... , ~ .. , ... , .. ,. -" - ... .. .... ... l..... '.: 

! . ! • . . ., : " 

MAINTAINED AN AP.PARENT. URGENCY TO LEAVE COLUMBUS. HE 
~ ~.. • '""• ', •t ~ I ..,., ' 

. . , 

LEFT AIRPORT AT APf>~OXIMATELY FOUfl. TEN AM. .LATER THE T,AX.I 
,, . ..... - . " . -· . .. ..... - . ... ,. . -

• • ,, • • I 

OOIVER_~ WHO SAID El~ HAD DRIVEN UNKNOWN MALE TO BUS STAT!~N~ 
- - j 

RETURNED TO AIRPORT AND REMAAKED CONCERNING 
,..,_ • • •• a • i .,. ..., • _.., 

-· ., ! •. 

THE RESEMBLANCE OF UNKNOWN MALE WI TH THE NE\tlSPAf>Efi PHOTO OF 
- . ....,..., .... ., ... 

ERIC STARVO GALT. GOODMAN AND COMPANIONS CONCURRED IN THE 
'· ..,__ ,,_ , .... , . . ' ,,,_ .... 

• , . ,, • • !• • 

CLOS~ RESEMBLANCE AND DETERMINED THAT IN VIEW OF HIS ACTIONS 
><.,,. ~ - -- ... .... ,...,,~ -•.- ..... , ......... 

: , 
~T THE AlRP?RT~ _THAT TH!S !N~!J?~NT SHOULD BE REP~RTED T~ THE FBI.• 

NEW YORK FURNISHED INFO ~.LEONARD DRIBINSKY BY PHONE 
. """ " . . .. ~-· ,,.. 

nus DATE .• 
,,I• 

UACB., NEWARK SUBMITTING SHIRT OBTAINED FROM UNSUB TO .. , ' 

' I• ) 

FBI. LAB., FOUR TWENTY-T.J-10 NEXT-. SUGG~ST CINCINNATI CH~CK 
~ ~! ...,. .- -.. l- ,,.. ,. 

' ' 

END PAGE FOUR 



• 
PAGE F~VE 

• t- , 

NK . 44-~54 

LOCAL AUT~~R! ~$ FOR B&E OR BR WHERE! N R?LLS ~~ . ~«?·~ NS 

T~N• 
., 

END -

EXS 
,I .) ~ \ ~ , • 

Fal: lND.APOLS 



FBI WASH DC 

FBI INDAPOLS 

2:04 AM URGENT JEC. 
. ,...._.,_ 

TO: 
.. .,,.....­

DI~ECTO~ (44-38861> AND .MEMPHIS 
. - -- . 

FROM: 1ND1A1'JAPOLlS (44-563) 
·-· - . _....., . "' 

. -
00:MEMPHIS. 

(44-1987) 

~E CINCINNATI TEL ~O DI~ECTO~ FPUfi DASH NINETEEN DASH SIXTYEIGHT• 
..... . --.. ....... .... ...... ,... .... . -. -- ... ,.,. ~ . . -- . ,-. ,,_ .-, ., "' 

. . 

UNSUB - BOAADING BUS AT ,.COLUMBUS., OHi o., FOUR. FI Ff¥ AM., FOUR DA~H 
,.... .... ---- ~ . ....., -- - .. ....._..., ~ -. . ...... -...... ;-....,, ,,,.-, . 

NINETEEN DASH SIXTYEIGHT-. 
. . 

' P~L FIS~~:' ~~~~U~ J?~!~ !NJ?·!~~?L!S:' ~J?V!~~J? ONE PASSENGE{i 
. . 

FITTING UNSUB DISC~P~ION-GOT ON BUS JUS~ BEFO~E DEBARTURE FROM COLVMBUS. ,._ - ---- ,-. . ....., - ..... ...... ..... .,........ ..... ..... . -- , ... -- ..... -- . .. ' ,..,. ,.. ... - ,...., , - .. .., 

. .. . . - . . . 
UNSUl:) $~T J?!R~~TLY1?~~!~ ~~!M 'J?USING TRIP.. UN~U.1:) -~~ 11!~1.<¥ FOR. L?S 

___ ANGELES AND ASK-IF ·HE HAD ~o CHANGE BUSE$.• ADVlpED NO._ UN~ua 
4 - ~- -,., .. - .. .,..... ~- .,...,. .. • - - - .. - . ,... .. ' - -· .. ~ .... -

SLEe.T: .. tHROUGH DA"(T,ON STOP AND INDIANAPOLIS STOP,. 
..... .... ... - -- . . -. . ..... . " ...., '.-, . ,. ..... ..... 

-uNSUB ·DESCRIBED W/M., FIVE .FT• SEVEN INCH., TO FIVE Fr. EIGHT • 
..... ... ....... .,, .. ....., - .... , ~-

. . . ' ~ . ' - . . . 

INCH • ., ONE FOUij. ~EijO "f·O ONE FIVE ZEtiO LBSu NO. ACCENT1.·$MALL MUSTACHE., 
..... ,..,. ...... ~.. _..., ,.,, " - -- . .... ... ...., .... ... - -~ - - . ....... ...... . ,,... ,.. ...... . ~ ., . .... ___ , .. _. 
NJ. BAGGAGE• CAN•T 8ECALI:; DRESS o~- OTHER FEArUftE$• DRIVER VIE~D GALT 

-. ....... ,. - - • _,.. ,.. ... - .... "' - .... - ..... ..... ,,. - • ...,,. ... .. • - -- - - .... f ...... 

PHOTOS COULD NOt MAKE IDENTY•_ STATED TO BUSY WITH 1:°~~ T~ N~T!~~ 

---J:O~T~R•. 

END : · 
-=-~J-f J;;,::--(__ 

.. BJP 

FBI. WASH DC. 

+TU ... 
:S-1 ~ / f ~ T f.-;s t?<:_ 

M 2 -:)_~c, -i -1.., 

.VA- i. o--l /f ~ 



TO 

OPTIONAL FORM ~O~ 1D 
MAY 1962 EDITION 
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.5 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
SJC 

• 
DATE: 4-21-68 

FROM SPC JAYE. COLVIN 

SUBJECT: MURKI N 

At approx. ·6:55 am instant date this office telephonically 

contacted by a Mr. Anderson, 2454 N. Parker, Ph 636-4646, who 

advised as followes •••• 

Anderson noticed an indivihual who looked like Earl 

James Ray eating at the White Castle at 38th and Keystone. 

This individual left there and last seen ·going Borth on,{) 

Keystone in a White Chevrolet 68 Indiana license 49 G 1605 •. 

Above information furnished to Supervisor Tiller. 

~ 

~°""a- w -
fu,o( ~ 

~J J_~ 

~d L[ ~ 

v, J..-) 

G 1 S v/J <--Pl #}.p~ 

/) t'lr t--<-f"'""f-- ,-r IA /'-"-1.., 
Buy U.S. Sa1iinj;7!fYnds Regularly on the Payroll Saving:r Plan 



TO 

OPTIONAL FORM NO, 10 
MAY 1962 EDITION 
GSA FPMR (41 CFRI 101-11.6 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
SAC, INDIANAPOLIS (44-563) -

• 
DATE: 

4/20/68 

FROM SA FREDERICK L. WILT 

SUBJECT: 
MURKIN 

At 9:20 AM, 4/20/68, Mrs. CHAUNCEY TIMMONS, 2304 North 
20th Street, Lafayette, Indiana (Telephone Number 424-6784), 
advised SA FREDERICK L. WILT as follows: 

She and her husband are owners of a cheap rooming. 
house located at 627 North Pennsylvania Street, Indianapolis, 
Indiana, where Mrs. FERN CARTER (Telephone ME 5-6628), serves as 
manager. An individual named LEE RAY whom Mrs. TIMMONS has 
never seen registered there in Room 32 on 3/2/68 and has 
paid his rent through 4/20/68. 

Mrs. TIMMONS thought there might be a connection between 
the fugitive named RAY, alias GALT who has recently received 
rewspaper publicity in connection with MURKIN. Mrs. TIMMONS 
advised she has no additional info of any nature concerni;t,.g 
the above described LEE RAY. 

~ - Indianapolis 
fLW: slr 
<1).p,l~ 



TO 

OPTIONAL FORM NO, 10 
MAY 1882 EOITION 

-,~ GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11,8 • . 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
SAC, Indianapolis (44-563) 

FROM SA Frederick L. Wilt 

SUBJECT: UNSUB; MURKIN 
CR 

DATE: 4/20/68 

At 9:40 ,A.M~ 4/20/68 the following information was 

received via telephone by SA Frede.rick L. ··~-Tilt from Mrs,. Betty Kurtz 2, 

239 Blueberry Lane~ ':Test Lafayette 1 Indiana (phone 743-6955) ® 

On 4/5/68 she and her husband stopped to register at 

the Cascade Motel, Chattanooga, Tennessee,. At that time she observed 

a man registering at the Cascade Motel whom she feels appears similar 

in appearance to ERIC STARVO GALT, whose photo she has seen in the 

newspapers and on TV~ This man is described by Mrs~ Kurtz as white, 

male, tall, thin, drark brown bushy hair, 30 years, dressed in tan 

jacket,; dark pants, plaid shirt'!' The man told the room-clerk at the 

Cascade Motel that he would return the following Saturday to stay there 

again ., 

Except for the resemblence in appearance, Mrs& Kurtz 

knew of nothing to associate this individual with MURKIN,. 

In view of the assumption that there should be better 

leads available to locate ERIC-STARVO GALT, alias RAY, no action is 

recommended on thebmsis of the abm e information .. 

FLW 

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 



., . ., · FD~350 (Rev, 7-16-63) 

I 

(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 

1.1.'Fug~itive Gart · .~ 
, CharQedJn 

:ri~ing Slaying I 
.. , . MEMPHIS, Tenn. (AP) --- The mysterious Eric 
.Stai-vo ~G,alt has been charged with conspiracy and· 
m·urder .in· the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther-King 
~r: r:i . , 

:~,; . .'The FJ3I said. in a fugiti\'.'e warrant' issued last Ii. 
ntght in Birmingham that Galt, 36,:'conspired with !3c 

in.arr "whom. he alleged to be his brother" to violate, 
King's civil rights: l 
:•··.Th~- state charg? of firs : / 
degree · m u r d e r was file I 
against G a I t in Memphi :

1 where King, 39, Nobel Prize- I 
:winning ,civil rights leader, es 'shot to death -on a motel 

. lcony ·April 4 "by a sniper j 

·o• fled from a rooµung I 
ouse. • .. 

<. First-degree' murder in Ten- I 

~~ssee c_ardes _the. death penal- I 
ty althou~h the , electric chair': 
!has not been used in the state 1

1 sirice 1960. · 

~:•·,The maximum penalty:- un- I 
g~r. · .. the Fedetal· ch1u'ge. ·or 1 

conspiracy' to violate a per- ' I 
§.Ol}.'s ci:vil rights is ·a $5,000 )I 

-fine . and· _IO-year prison sen­
teJ?,ce. . , _ I 
.~);rhe.re ,was ,no: further. men-

1

, 

tion. .. iri .. the, FBI statem~nt 
_.about 'the allegeq . brother and 
,!:l?. -~hai~e was , filed c.gainst 
.n~m., . 
. - FBI, E> ire ct or J. Edgar 
Hoover announced in Wash;: 

· ington that the conspiracy t · \ 
"injure, oppres_s, threaten o, · / · · J in~midate" Kin_g began "on o . i 

. a:!>out Ma:vch 30" in Eir:ming-j 
· ham. 

'--------•· 

• 

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state,) 

( 

Indianapolis News 

· napolis, Indiana 

Date: I-/_,,/ t,. (e 8 
Edition:· 

Author: 

Editor: 

Title: 

Character: 

Managing 
Wendell C. 
Phillippi 

or 

·Classification: 

Submitting Office: 



/\ 

rr 
J./' 

.PUBLIC ASKED TO 7· 
'HELPFINDGALT. ,, I , 

. : I 
~ the FBI statement said a I · 
.30-.06 rifle 'equipped with a I 
'telescopic sight, found near 
the rooming house shortly 
after King was slain, · was 
bought March , 30 in Birming-

i h ( ,, am. 
The statement did . iiol 1 

c?nnect Galt d~rectly with the. : 
nfle. · · · · · J; 

The FBI released a! photoJ 1 

grapµ of Galt and solicited ' 
. public aid in finding him. 

1 

Whether this appeal meant·th~ 
trail had become cold wa1) · 1 unclear, · but U.S. Atty. Gen!: , 

, Ramsey _Clark told a reporte/1 : l in Wash1?gto~ he felt this v.:ra~ 
. not the s1tuat10n;. . . . I 
i; ,The FBI started hunting ' 
l G!ilt'·.a week ago. :Agents even. ! 

I 

I 1r----- ~ 

!
contacted persons named Galt i 

J in several states in an attempt \ 
" to find him. 

I . • , 
, The picture - which had to 
1 
have the eyes "opened" by an 

· artist _ . !brought uncertain 
: responses from wit~esses who 
were acquainted with Galt or 
s~w the ,fleeing sniper. · · 

"Unless he was wearing -a 
· wig · or had · had a face-lift or ~ 
something, it's not the man I 
saw,, said Charles Q. Stevens, 

1 · wh~ lives at the Main · Street 
rooming. house from which the 
i)li:tal shot apparently was 1· 

~ired. · I 
f "The hair. is ~oo full and the 
ljace is too young," he sai~. ~ 
But Stevens ·said he only got a ' 
side view of the fleeing figure. . 
, A source in Birmingham 
said the photograph was taken 
within the past th,ree months, r 
although the FBI· did not 
specify· when it was made .. 
The photo has sharp contrast, 

~

making hair and features very 
~ark. 

.11 "It's v~ry near, but. I'm not 
\~ure," was tht;l reaction of 
Peter Cherpes, owner of a 
Birmingham. boarding . house i 
where an• Eric Galt stayed c 
.from Aug. 26 to, Oct. 7 last Ii · 
year. 

"I 'd o n 't really . know," 
!/'Cherpes said. "It's so hard to 

tell. His hair seemed to be 
'lighter." 

0 
fil 

Ji 
~i 

The FBI, relying on wit- , · ~ H, 
nesses apparently, said the tc 
fugitive had' been described as eJ 
a white man, 5-8 to 5-11, 

1
~ 

if"eighing .160 to 175 pounds, t 
\]~ith brown hair in a brush r 
·;wut, ~Jue eyes, s~ra!ght n_~ - Jh 
J 

. ------1 
[~EAR-PROTRUDES~ t 
'1 ~ ;.,rTHER FROM HEAD u 

F I ·I Persons who have m~t_G~lt,. · .·, 
tl~e FBI reported, d~scriQed ~~ 
him as a loner with I\: ''rural''. J. 
I, speech and little: s~hooling, ttj 
fond of vodka,, beer and Ol I , . .. ·, .I 

: hillbilly music. · 1 
. · · · , : P~ 

· '· ., ' ID 
The FBI. statement also \ 

'.,said "The fugitive i~ · said to 
: hav~ a nervous. habit of c~ 
occasionally pulling at ~n ear ~~ 

'lobe 'with his left hand, His i~ 
1 lelt ear protrudes_ fur_ther fro~ ~ 
hi1 head than his nght ear. . ), 

' ' f so ; , . Galt has used the names o. ot 
· J hn Willard and ~arvey rri 
Lowmeyer, the FBI said. The I 

: assassin -registered at the I 
I Memphis rooming house under. t~ 
! the name of John Willard. ra: 
· · Galt · the FBI said, is the ~0i 

' . po 
! owner · ·of a 1966 white . 1 

' · Alb 1· . m , Mustang:WJ.th a ama 1cense -" 
: plates a}?andoned in Atlanta . / 
I the day. after King was shot to, r / 
· -death. The vehicle was left in , i 
' l;the parking lot of an aparF- I I 

/

'men~ pr,oject _near the Georgia_ .~ 
1; Capitol. .. ... __ __ ---· · 



P0-31$ (Rey, 12-13-56) 
..,,y. 

FBI 
• I 

l~ ut:--s / r ,. , 
I / ye--s 

L ~~. A ue-S 
I r,Jh,Me,,,t,,(.tU. I 

Date: 4/19/68 S~C:. 1c> 

Tran~mit the following in 1:: lfL.,r/,/4,,..,c 't ~3 
(Type in plain text or code) ~ t-t~[;' ~(35:' 

Via AIRTEL 7 ~ d..,et'i;:J. 
( · (Priority or Method ~f Mailing) ~ ~v~ 

~.... ___ .,._ ------------------------------------------~n:-f.W~ .... 

TO ALL CONTINENTAL OFFICES 

FROM : / SAC~ MEMPHIS 

SUBJECT{ MURKIN 
CIVII, RIGHTS 
(00; ME) 

(44-1987) (P) 

1~ 
/O . SJ 
I I . ),ut,,,,U-UL y 

Re Albany airtels 4/10/68 and 4/11/68, setting 
forth coac"rns who purchased Thermo-.Seal marking machine13, 
and Bureau teletype to Memphis~ 4/12/68. 

. 
The FBI Laboratory adviSl:)Q'fiiat· pillowcase and 

bed sheet were found in trunk of J_~_66 W-h..-ite Mustang 
registered t.Q___ EB.IC STARVO GALT~·-Which was located at 
Atlanta 4/11/68. These items contain Thermo-Seal 
laundry tapes of approximately same size as tapes on 
items previously recovered, but are yellow in color and 
contain code:, ''?OR-3." In opinion of Textile Marking 
Machine Company, Syracuse, New York, the tapes were 
produced by a different machine than previous tapes since 
the first three characters are 15 point type and the 
last two characters are 18 point type, 

The-. Textile Marking Machine Company suggests the . ,,~ 
twenty in above cocle would be the lot number, the R may mean 
that this was a return of a batch of laundry II and the·· 
three is the bundle number. 

LEADS 

ALL CONTINENTAL OFFICES 

Will recontact laundries dii~rmined to be 
operating Thermo-Seal Marking Machines in ai e_ffort to 
locate la';lridry us.ing the code, "20R-3." ' 1/Z";:::&'Z.~-:--...,.9';3 _ 
2 - A;tl Continental Offices / f 1~~8£0 · 
2 - Memphis ~\~_8ttt\~-?l\!tl.-96--

~~ / CYV ,,.A Sent ______ _ 
SpJ:ial Agent in Charge 



FD-36 (Rev. 12-13-56) ..__ • • I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

... 

FBI 

Date: 4/19/68 

I 
I 
I 
I 

Transmit the following in ---------e:::------:--:------:--:---------t,1 
(Type in plain text or code) 

AIRTEL : 
Via--------'---- --------~----e---,,_..,,----------f (Priority or Method of Mailing) 

--------------------------- -------------------,..,..-L---"'""!--r,r-
TO: SAC, ALBANY 

FROM: ./..'ACs MEMPHIS (44-1987.) (P) 

SUBJECT: MURKIN - COST DATA 

ReButel to ME 4/17/68. 

For information of all offices, "the Bureau by retel 
requested of the Memphis Division as fo~lows: 

· ... '.'Please furnish following information on abov~ 
matter compiled or estimated through 4/30/68, and thereafter 
submit cumulative totals through the end of each month unt:l.l 
further notice: 

1) 

3) 

Number Qf man hours spent on case broken down as 
to regular hours, overtime hours, and total man 
hours by following employees (separate figures 
for each class of employees shown): 

A. Specia 1 Agents 

B6 Cle~ical Employees 

Total mileage. (estim~ted or actual) traveled by 
Bucars used on case. Include mileage for cars 
traveling to and· from other field offices on·special 
assignmenttand any personally-owned cars. 

Any unusual or. out-of-ordinary costs, such as cQst 
of chartering airplane, rental of special offic~ 
space, leased telephone lines, etc. - These should 
be itemized and cost of each item shown. 

I . 

6}- Each Office :{:" p 
2 - Memphis 
HEG:LF 
(59) 

Sent ______ M Per --.-.------.---.-~ 



ME 44-1987 

• • 
Peak nuDJpe:r of Special•Agents working on·case 
during month for which report is sµbmitted. 

You sµoul,d promptly .reqqest all Bureau off;iet:)$ 
involved in this case to furnish informatton requested p~re;J.n 
to you and it should pe included ,-n _ your report." · ' 

Each office is requ_ested to expeditiously fJI:rfJ.:i,Sb 
the Memphis .Division witli the a.hove qesigpated data withi'1 
two work days after the· c~ose of e~ch month. Secondly, each 
office is ale,o reques~ iP-advise the Memphis Division even :i,q, 
the event ·each category ·is zero, ol" no wo:rk is performed on 
this case duri~J the month. 

2 



FD-36 (Rav. 12-13-SE) • 
FBI 

Date: 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

: Transmit the following in ------------,:-----c---------:--:--------;11 
(Type in plain t~xt or code) 

A:iUiTEL Via ________ _ 
I 
I 

(Priority or Method of Mailing) I 

------------------------------------------------L-----~- -

ro : ~c 11 £:t}BAirif 

FROM 1/0 ~AC 9 B~~xs 

~l{{JIR:lf 

p 

At ~~@@t 6 ~O~o 0~ 4/4/GS, ~~il@ ~tm~~i~I 0~ t~~ ~econd 
floo~ ~~lco~y o~t~i~@ Roo~ 306 ~f tllil.® L~~~~i~® ~ot~l 9 406 Mulber~y 
Stre@tp M@~p~i~ 9 T~~~®~~~® 9 ~~o MA~TI~ LffED, ~EN@n J'Ro ~asstruck 
in th~ ~i~~t ~i~@ of th® fm@@ ~, ~ ~i™il® b~ll~t fi~ed from a 
30=06 ~ifl@o T~e b~ll@t ~@W®~@d KX~@ff~ ~pi~al ~~~d ~n.d death 
W&~ ~l~o~t i~~t~~t~n~@OOo 

T~i~ i~W®$ti~~t1@~, .· p~~~i©~t@~ ~~o~ ~ ~p@©ific request 
from th® ~t~~~~@y G®~~~~l of th® W~it@~ ~t~t@~, ~i~clo~ed that 
the fmi;(I;~ :n. ®!ilot ll'D.iftl..rl! b®@l!il :f i)l"®©i f:t>o)JlID, tllil.® lb!~ tlhl.l'@Olm ©Jf ~. ©be$1.p irooming 
hou~~-io@~t®~ ~t ~~2½ So~t~ M~i~ St~@®tj M@~p~i~, ~~icb bathroom 
wa~ lo©~t~~ ~t t~@ ~~~~ of th® ~~ommillll~ lh\oM®~ ~~d ~~d a window 
ow@rlookilllll too L@1rr~illll.@ ~ct®l~ 

At ~~o@t 3 ~O~Q ol!il. 4/4/68~ ~ID'l i~~iwi~~~l \\l!~iroi~ the ~~me 
JOO WILLARD~~@ ~@nt~d Room~=~ 1~ th® ~@@mmi~~ ~o~~® ~t 422t· 
Sol!lltlh! ~illll. Str®®it ~l!il.<d! !ln®.«ft p&il.i~ @@® WJ®®:t 11 ~ 1r®ID'lt ~ Aft®JI;' hearing 
th~ ~ifl@ ~~@t ~t ~bout 6 JPlo~Q o~ t~@t ~~~@ d~Ye oth@~ te~~nts 
illll. th<ei !"oomm:fi.iIB~ lhl.@\\l!~® oi»~flli!."W@d ~. mm~!ID JPl:t!?®~W.lli!~bl;w :l\.~@lllltic!!&l with 
WILLARD~ fJL@~iID'll f:ii:'@m 'tlh\~ !"@omi~I llilo~® @ral.li":Wlfi!IDg @. llal.rg® p~ck;i.ge 
W~ich ~M ~~~~®~~@!IDtly ~b~llll.~O~®~ b;w ~ioo ©~ tm® ~i~@W~lk i~.front 
of tlille Clal.Xfil.ip,@ Aoo~@lllfil@mrit Co" ll . 4~4t ~o@tlbl •illll Btl'®<ert f Memphis o 

A llll@iglh\bo~ho@~ i~w@~tig~tio@ iID'l t~@ wi@i~ity @f 4~4 S~ut~ Main 
St:ir®~t «ii~©i lo~@d t~®. t t llil@ ~@bj@@1t lhl~<dl f l@l<d! :if'll:'@im th® ~©®ime in. a 
\Whit® Mlt!ll~t~~l'o 

Fo~~~ ~~®.~~@~ed i@ 
30=06 R®lMl:il~igtol!!l mmo<dl@l 16@ 

ALB3Aff 

fro~t @f ~~~ ~o@t~ ~ifil St~eet was a 
~ifl® ~lhli@lhl ~®.~ ~®t@ni~®~ to h~ve been 

L/U'✓~ .,lq ~ . 
1,~~!'F 1 ~Sl:M.\Wl . ~11\:ll .~. -

., i""', • ......,,....,....._..,,,...,.---" 



• 
~(.(lllrdi t@ (O!li),@ &RWY LOWDYEB. (!)!li), ~/~©/~IS lb)w A@li"©OO®.il:'iIDl® ~llll]plJl:»lY Co .. , 
Bilflnnli!IDilhl®.lIDil 9 Al&il.ll»&il.lIDil&il.o 

li!IDW®~ti1®.ti@IDl®.it H@Ililll]pllhli~ @i~©l©~®@ t!bl.®.t &il.IDl iIDl«lliwid~~l ~ad 
plill~@!bl.~~@d ®. ~®t ©f ll»i!ID©@@l~~~®.it tlhl@ l'©~k &~lIDil~ CoooJP)®.IDlf i!ID Me~phis 
O!ll 4/ 41:/®8,. lf!bl.®~® bi!IDo©@lW-lf~ \W@:it°® W.Ililll©!lil.l tlhl@ rnMJ. t®~itID-1 ®.lbi31Hlld«>llilerd 
wi t!bl. 'itlhl@ lt'if 1® fID.!ID@l X"@©OW®li"@©l :fi,fil.\ !M!@f@JP)lhli~. i},],~@ ir@©©W®:it"@d ~~~ a 
lill'O'W!lil @.@«ll l~®®im lhl@lf~illli(g~©)lj),@ 1©@@&'/SJl»lr®®.@ C 11rlm@ i it®• ifil.1l»®,i1R«il<o!IT!.ied i:n 
M@lIDilJpihi~ ~®it'@ ®.11 ~lf®Jpip@<dl i!lil t!bl.i~ ll»@@~JP)~@m<dlo ,Tlhl@ !bl@@ ~®.g which 
WW@.~ i!tll~iidl@ t!m@ · !bi@@~)P~@®.<dl @@ID1it®.il11@@ @lllID:ffi@:i.f@lill~ i t@l~, . ®.lIDil«>!IDI 'Which 
W®lt"® 't];]!:ll® lilimi©@l!Jll&il.:tr~ @.!ID@\ @l. ~®t (/) f lillfill©k~:i!:'\W®®.ll." ©Ollll~i~it ilITl~ of ®'!. T-shirt 
~m«ll ~b.oll:'t~ o TIID@ "lf=~l1nill:'t ®.filled! ~lh\onvt~ ®.:!!:'® tlm@~® @!!ii 'Wlhl.i©!hl ~Jl»JP)'~®.:!'1s 
tfu!® l®.lllll'llcdl).fy -.l"lk: IWlhli©l!:ll lhl®.~ 11:il®@fill ®, rn:oiail.tt@Jr «)f ifillt@:rt®~rt i!l)). tlmi~ c~se o 

!A' ~®@l.E'@llil @'ff !lili\@~® l :il?®@@lf<dl~ irn.i 'tlln@ !Mr®!lilil]Pllb:ii~ ®-:it'®®. t~J't~© losed 
tlm~i!;. ®Xi\ iIDJ.diw'i©!@~]. trn~i!ID~ tllli® @lfil!m@ imnrc ~., (G'ui\L'f lhi®.d ~JP)@ll'llt tha 
ll'lliglhrit @f ,1/3 /~8 w. t tlhl@' R@b@l ln@i@ Jl. , '~®!lili\jp)llni~, T@fil\llli~~~@®, ®,XMi \Wlal.S 
tdl:iri Wi!'illg ®. Jl.9el~ :\Wlmi t@ K@~'(t®.fil\fg ful@®.lt1lllli /A JL®.i»®.!]fll@. Li©®l'm&li!® 1=38993 <> 

Xfil\W®~tigtID.ti@@ it ~iHll@igfui.flii.llml <dli~@l@~®cdl '\tlhl@l.t tfudL~ @.l..tmt@D@bil@ )h®,d 
b@@im JP)~n"©!bl.®.~®@l lbJy ERJJ:C ~ a ~A:L1' @llll /A~~t 30l ~ 19®~, :Jfll'<OlIDil fID. pri wate 
pie~~©llll illi1 !C'@~p@llll~@ to @. fill®W~jp)®.JP)@:!f @.(dl 8 !ll:((~ JP)®.i<dl ®, iottID.l of $1995 
<Cl®.~llil. Whii:U.® i!lil Bilr"!lid,fil\rg!bl.®.lffin, lln@ fl\ll!ffilli~lln@«ll tlbl® ®.cdlcdlrc>®~~ of.· ~608 South 
Ei~lhll~m~ AW®fil\~@, ~iwooillilllhl~ooo Tlhli~ i~ ~l~© tlhl® ®.@~rc>@~~ ~hi~~ 
~JP];ll®1al.l!:'®<dl i:OJ!!ll ®. , «ilr i W®lt" 0 ~ l i©@!!ll~® i~&'S\\l!.®@ to lli!.illilil lrJ>~ tl1n~ S'ft@l. t® Qf 
Al~l~oow,. Th® d~iW®n"ff~ li©®fill~@ id®fil\tifJillill @®.too.li~t~~ lhli~ birth 
«ft®.t@ fill,~~-----~ lhdi,~. !'ifi@i~lmit w,~ @0 11°0

~ lhli~ 'W@iiglfuit ifil.~ 170 
~llild lhli~ @y®i® .l©llill® ®.l!ilcdl lhl.W.ilt' · 1®:!l?fflW!l'iL 

. ~· '. 

Tllil@ ®.lillit@llililo'b)il@ iim «ll,l!Jl@gst:fi.@oo, tlhl@ IW!hli t® M!@~t®.fil\fg lt»@®.ll."ilillg the 
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4/5/68. 
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It 'Wlfil~ Olm 1.t!hl® ll»®.~i~ ©>f tlbl®~® lfili. il:@!fil'il:~ '\tfui.fili, t idl@!!llt if i©w, t io!!ll ~la),~ mmade 
«ilf J'&DS EARL M 1f o 11:im lfu®.l!ll©lli@I' fllliitMtlt'@ JL®llll.<d\~ 9 @1.1]. off i©@~ ~hoUtld 
ful@ p~irti©lilll®.~l:W illll'it®lr"®~t®«il il!ll &ei!@@l!Jln"illill ®.l!Jl :it@®!IDt:ilfJ:flJIDI llll\\llllmlll»®l' p 

m.ili:tt~~ft ];»Oli©®, @l" 118{lip i@ ©©llllllll@©it:it@llil Witlhl ~l\ll.~JP)®©t~ ~o th®,t the 
!!ll~©®ll:i%~1'£F'J ©lhl®J©k ~fili,!li), lbJ® !IDll®,@® it llll.'irO!!ll.llhl itlhl® :!r©l@!lll.t if i©[ID, t i«>Rll Dl~,wi~ ioll'.il. 

- ' • ! • -- 1 ..... , ••• ' • ' - •• ,, • ···-

, l f O I '1, 
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th@ 'fili~. o:fl. ®. ©.©lBJl»l®i!!llit .@lmw,1r~i~ mlR1tC ~T&~WO @ALT Wlitlhl &i. 
©O!!ll~JP):JL11'.'[ijj,©J t© w!@l®.t@ S®@it:il@llll ~4!,JL 9 11ritl@ 1~, U,.. ~a IC@«l.l@, ~fill<dl 
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FBI 

~ 
' 

FBI CHICAGO 

344PM URGENT 4•22-68 EMS 
-· 

TO I NDI ANAP OLIS 
- .. -.. 

FROM CHICAGO (44-1114> lP 

/ IDRKIN - - - -

' . 
ANONYMOUS MALE TELEPHONICALLY ADVISED THE FOLLOWING 

I . . . -

. . . 
HAVE INF.OliMATION CONCERNING KING'S MURDE~ AND KNOW THE 

. , 

WHEREABOUTS OF TriE SUSEE~T PRESENTLY ~E! N~ ~~U~J::l'r _• · STATED 

FBI DOES NOT HAVE ACTUAL WEAPON BUT THE \'JHEREABOUTS OF SUCH 
,., . . " " . ...... ,,.... - - . . . 

'WEAPON IS KNOWN TO THE ABOVE TRIO. CALLER'DECLINED'TO FU&NISH . , -
. . . . . . . 

ADDIT,IONAL INFORMATION AND TERMINATED CALL• 
• .. ' I "" 

. . . . 

I NDIANAR..OLI S AT GARY, lNDIANA, I NTEllVIEW THE ·FO~EGOING 
.... . .... . . ... - -- . .... . - ~ " ... ..... -- .•. .. ,... ,., . .., ,,.., ... ~ 

. . ' 
INDIVIDUALS FOR ANY INFORMATION OF PERTINENCE THEY MIGHT, HAVE• - ' .... ..... ' ~ ....... ,.. - ,,._ . 

AM COPY MEMPHIS• 
. . 

· .ARME;D AND DANGEROUS• 

CORR LN 6 WD 6 WEISSBUCH --- -. i' --·· 
END 

OJS 
f- /1/J 

FBI I NDAPOLS 

p 

C ,11 ~~, ... ,1 I'":),, 

{,, -? )..._ 
'7/-,,. .. /~ ,.-.­
~ 



• FBI 1 NDAPOLS 

nus IS RELAY MESSAGE FROM WASH 
·t, ' 

THIS IS FBI DETROIT CALLING 
' - -

4:09' PM 

356PMURGENT 4/22/68 GJM 

TO ALL SACS RELAY MESSAGE PLAN 

FROM DIRECTOR 44-38861 lP 

MJRKIN 

• 

' . 
' YOU ARE REMINDED THAT ALL LEADS ! N TH! S CASE MUST BE 

. . 
COVERED WITHIN T·WENTY-FOUR HOURS., AND ALL .LEADS MUST BE . . . 

. 
SET FORTH BY TELEPHONE OR TELETYPE. ALL BORDER OFFICES 

~ . . ... . . . . 

COVERING ENTRY INTO MEXICO AND CANADA AND EXIT THEREFROM -· ...... - ...... - . , ,...,, . ,. , _. . ' . \ ......, ..... ... ..... 

SHOULD INSURE THAT APPROPRIATE STOPS ARE MAINTAINED RE 
. "" . . -. ~ _..., , 

• , , • • I • 

SUBJECT AND ALL NAMES KNOWN TO BE USED BY HIM AT RESEECTIVE .. . ~ . ... - " . . 
OFFICES OF u. s. IMMIGRATION AND BORDER PATROL. ·you 

. . 
SHOULD ALSO INSURE THAT PREVIOUS STOPS PLACE.D WITH ANY 

FACILITY SHOULD INCLUDE ALL NAMES USED BY THE SUBJECT. 

DISTRIBUTE SUFFICIENT.QUANTITIES OF WANTED FLYER~ 

THEIR INFORMANTS MAY BE CONTACTED. YOU SHOULD CONTACT 
..... - ... * . ~ ... .... . - . . . . . . . 

ALL CRIMINAL INFORMANTS AND APPROPRIATE RACIAL AND SECURITY 
' . - ... . ·"" .. .- ' .... - . . - -
INFORMANTS. LEGATS OTTAWA AND MEXICO CITY BEIN~ ADVISED 

SEPARATELY• 

END 

SCL 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 

FBI INDAPOLS 

TUP 



TO 

FROM 

SUBJECT: 

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY 1ffl EDITION 
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.0 • UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
SAC, Indianapolis (44-563) 

SA Frederick L.,. Wilt 

UNSUB, aka 
MURK.IN 
CR 

• 
DATE: 4/22/68 

On 4/20/6'8 Mrs,, Betty Seng, 1133 North 6th St., Laf aye.tte, 

Indiana (phone 742-2395) advised Xl25PfTI?ntrr SAs Frederick L., Wilt 

and Ronald A. Baradel as follows: At 10:15 PM 4-19-68 she rented 

Apt .. 7':J, 237,-,239 S,. 4th St., Lafayette, Ind .. to one HA.RRELL VOWELL~ 

He was driving a pickup truck bearing a Michigan license~.• VOWELL 

appears similar to JAMES EARL RAY 1 aka ERIC STARVO GALT., 

The following interview was conducted by S¼.s Frederick L~ 
21 

Wilt and Ronald A~ Baradel on 4/-/68: HARRELL GENE VOWELL, Apt., 7, 

237-238 South 4th St.,., Lafayette, Indiana advised that he arrived in 

Lafayette, Ind., the night of 4/20/68, driving a 1957 Ford pickup 

truck bearing 1967 Michigan license. 4086-EFe He is a cable-splicer by 

occupation, currently employed by Jackson Communication Coe, 19 Wolf 

Creek Rd,., Brookville, Ohio"' He came to Lafayette, Ind., at the direct-ion 

of his employer to perform contract work for General Telephone Cos of 

Indiana,.. Through observation, interrogation,. and identification it 

was determined he is not identical with JAMES EARL RAY, aka Eric Starve 

Galt .. 

HARRELL GENE VOWELL is described as white, male 11 born · 
II at Zama, Miss is sippiJ: 5 1 7", 160 lbs., t brown eyes., @ark brown hair~ 
~zontal scar near hairline on forehead~ Served in UeSe Army July, 
1955 to 4/24/58 and May, 1959 to May, 1962, ASN RA 19 542 828, permanent 
address c/o NI: wife Mrs"' Jane Vowell, nee Colegrove 1 2670 Hickory Ridge 

Rd .. 1 Lot 96, Milford~ Mich., 1 father Oliver Vowell,, f & 2349 
Crawford St .. , Las Vegas, Nevada? Social Security 1 
Michigan driver's license# V 400 298 275 721@ ~------~ 

. . r , •· (1. 

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payrqll Savings Plan c..J1' -~) C _5 ~- 7 
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us_ ecti 
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(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state,) 

The Indianapolis News 

Ind·anapolis, Indiana 

Date:'-/--/9-0f 

Edition: 

Author: M • anag1.ng 
Editor: Wendell c. 
Title:_ Phillippi 

Character: 

or 

Classification: 

Submitting Office:Ip 

D Being Investigated 



.. • 
1 Prints 
11 Matthed 

i By FBI (, 
• . I I 

WASHINGTON (UPI) -The FBI l 
today · identified .'Eric Starvo Ga~~• I 
sought in the murder of Dr. Marti~, 
Luther King, as James Earl Ray, an1 
escapee from the Missouri State : 

., I 

Penitentiary. ' \ 
~ warrant was .. issued Wednesday\ 

for a- man identified as Galt in the ( 
April ·4 -sniper slaying of King in\ 

) Memphis. - · · ' · I 
FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover sai4 ·) 

a systematic ;;sear~h of latent fin~er-1 
prints uncovrred Jn the case against ; 
the prints ofil more than 53,000 per- 1 

sons led to the d~termination "that ' 
Galt and Ray are.: identical."· ! 

Hoover s a·id 1·Ray, 40, ~as re-1 
ported missing_ fro~ the· Misso~ri ( 
State Penitentiary at Jefferson City 
April 23, 1967. II¢ had .been serving 
a 20-year sentence for armed rob-
bery. : · i 

As Galt, Ray has been the object ; 
of a cross-c6untry search which ex- ( 
tended into Mexico. He· is' accused! 
of conspiracy and murder in the j 
assassination of King. , 

Tlie FBI in a ,:warrant issued! 
' ' I earlier this week, charged Galt an41 

an "alleged brother" with conspi~-
acy in King's slaying. ; 

•The FBI released two ,ffont and·, 
\side view photos _of Ray apparently i 

~

, aken at the Missouri prison, wher~ 
1 

he had been ~n inmate since 1960. I~,•.! 
said the photograph had been take ! i 
lin 1960. . . . - -~ 

• 

rf.· Th~- photograph' was identified i 
that of Ray, also k n o w ~ as- Gal 

1

1 arvey Lowmyer, John Willar • 
1 ames McBride, James W:altpn, W. 

I
C. Herron and James O'Conner. 

john Willard_ was the . name ·u,sed 
by , the man who· checked into a 
Memphis rooming house from which 
the shot that ·killed King apparently 
was fired. 

Hoover said Ray had a known ar­
rest record dating back to 1949.-Be­
for his 1960 conviction in St. Louis, 
Ray was convicted of burglary in 

. Los Angeles, 1949; armed robbery in 
Chicago, 1952; and forging United 

· States postal money orders in Mis-
souri in 1955. , 

Ray claims to have' been born 
· lin .Illinois-'-but the 

I-------~ 

FBI did not say where. He is about 
5-feet-10, weighs 163 to 174 pounds, 
has blue eyes and brown hair and 
1'. .. wo scars: A small one on the cent~~ 
~f his forehead and another on tht 
~aim of his right hand. ~-



FD-350 (Rev, 7-16-63) 

• 
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 

\IE~caped Felon ::~ 
1 

· Sought 'As Galt· 1 

In King ~laying 

(A~ Wlrephoto) 

JAMES EARL RAY 
Photo:,Taken In 1960 . 

Washington (UPI) - The 
FBI said yesterday that the 

/

"Eric Star,vo Galt" who was 
sought acr,oss the nation for 

'

murdering Dr. Martin Luther 
King was in fact James Earl 
1 ay, who escaped from the 
Missouri State Penitentiary 51 
weeks ago. 

FBI Director J. Edgar 
Hoover • said a systematic 
search of fingerprints un­
covered in the case agail).st the 
prints of more than 53,000 
persons leq to . the determina­
tion "that Galt and Ray ate 
identical." 

But the a n n o u n cement 
raised some perplexing ques­
tions. On Wednesday, when 
Hoover identified Galt as the 
man sought for conspiracy in 

I slayi. ng, he said that G. alt. 
d taken dancing lessons in 
w Orleans in 1964 and 
5. But 'yesterday's FBI 

ll 
,ti,:· 

.:Ji 
·;i 

(UPI T~lepholo) 

,·ERIC STARVO GALT 
Identified As Ray 

annou'ncement said Ray was 
in pri$_on between 1960 and 
April 23, 1967, when he 
escaped. 

Tpe discrepancy, F e de r a I·· 
sources said, arose from an 
error into the investigation of 
the ,background of "Galt." 

R1y was sentenced to 20. 
yea~:s •On Dec. 18, 1959, on a 
chai;ge of armed robbery in 
St. ~1:Louis Circuit Court. He 
and :anoth~r ex-convict, James 
Ow ns, were convicted of 
rob!:ling a St. Louis super­
market of $190. 

:1 
CONVICTED by a jury 

which deliberated 20 minutes, 
Ray attempted to escape from 
the court rooml · by .jumping 
into an elevator. He made 
two unsuccessful attempts to' 
escape from the Missouri peni­
tentiary before ' he succeeded 
last,:year. 

,~ The FBI · handecl out tw:ij~ 
ictures of Ray taken in. 1960. /' 
' several ways, they matche 
ictures of Galt taken in .1968 1 

In its announcement Wed­
nesday the FBI said a warrant_ 
had been filerl charging that 
Galt entered into a conspiracy 
with "an individual whom he . 
alleged t·o he his brother." It f-(-In_d_i_c_a-te_p_a __ g~e-, _n_a_m_e_o_f ____ _ 

said the conspiracy "continued newspaper, city and state,) 
·until on or about April 5, 
1968, to injt_tre, oppress, 
threaten or intimidate Martin 
Luther King Jr." 

KING WAS slain on the The Indianapolis Star 
porch of a motel in Memphis 
on AprU 4. He was shot from __J__ndianapolis, 
ambush: by a man in a run-
down rooming . house across 
the· street. The man escaped Page/ 
in a .white Mustang, later J --· 

found abandoned in Atlanta. 
1 

• 

No mention of the alleged . · 
brother was made in the new· 
announcement. It was re­
ported Thursday that an in­
form~r. co-operating with. the 
,:CBI led to a belief that King's 

1 sl:ayer was in California. 

I! iA reli.able source t~ld. U~ 
at FBI agents- were m com 

"cc, ,unfcation -witr Gait's ''al­
l ged · b~oth(lr." , . . _ 

Police in Los Angeles said 
a wanted poster 'issued· by 
Missouri • authorities in the , I "\ I <f 

Date: "-{-ct-O-b' 0 
search for Ray a~ a prison 
escaper said 'he had two· Editioni .. 

brother:s, John Ray of St.· Author: 

Lou.is, and Jerry W .. R_ay of Editor: 
Wheeling, Ill. · 
' Records in Madison Ccunty, Title: 

Managing 
Robert P. Ear 

Ill., ' said Ray was born: to 
James and Lucy Maker in 
Alton, Ill. . 

Records /of the Seafarer's 
International Union at Chi­

Character: 

or 

cago, listed a· "J. E, Ray" as.'a Classification: 

1 member. .., Submitting Office: Ip ' RAY WAS identified in the 
FBI. announcement as having O Being Investigated 

used the aliase:;· of Eric Starvo 
Galt, Harvey 1Lowmyer, John 
W i 11 a rd, James McBrid'l, 
James Walton, W. C. Herron 
and Jam~s 0'.Conner. 

t
, Tlfe man who checked .i'Pt~ 

, e Memphis rooming house 

l few hours before King was 
_ ot useci the narr e James \Vil, 
lard · 

<£r ~ r {. 3 ... I rJ I 
,u-,riCHED ...... ~ .. INiXED ... 

/ :iE1;1AL1ZED ........... J .... .FI E ·---· 

; APR23168 
Fbl - 11~u1r1l~flrULIS 



--------~ .----- _______ .--.,, __ _ 
, ~e 1 a t e s t developmen~t, •,stf ngthened ,the. theory. tha 
! K1 g's slayer had .· careful! 
:er ated the personality ofn 
1 "Eric Starvo Galt" in the 
months before tb'.e murder' in 
, a -careful plan to esc9.pe after , 
the crime was cor.1mittsd. 

1 Hoover .said Rav's ctim;nal 
1 record dated, bac1{ to .1949 
' when he was convictefl of 
burglary in Los Angeles. He 
was convicted of armed rob­
bery in Chicago in 1952 and 
o·f 'forging U.S. postal money, 
order.s.• in .Missouri. in 1955. 
:. He had :served time' ill the 
Los Angeles County · Jail in 
1949; in state prisons at 
Joliet, Ill., and Pontiac, Ill., 
iJrom 1952 to 1954; and in the 'I 

IF e de r a I Penitentiary- at[ 

i_J~e~~;~:~~ Kan.,_ from 19-~51 
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~ay, Alias Galt, Put I 
On 'Most Wanted' Lis~ 

W ASH~NGTON (AP)_:_ Escaped c~mvict James 
Earl Ray, sought as the sniper slayer of Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr., was placed o'h the FBI's "most 
wanted" list today: 

The FBI said ye~t~rday a systematic search of its 
vast fingerprint files identified the 40-year-old Ray as 
phantom fugitive Eric Starvo Galt, charged in Ten­
nessee with murdering King April 4. 

The FBI aotion today added 
,formality to what was already 
faot - the escapee from the 
Missouri State Penitentiary is 
the nation's most intensely 

: j hunted man in years. · 
: j Ray was described as an 

· 'avid dancer, a high school 
dropout, an Army reject, a 
man who likes to drink beer 
and vodka and who tugs his 
ears when he's nervous. 

from state to state. 
Ray fled the Missouri Peni­

tentiary - where he was 
serving the seventh year of a 
20-year sentence for a 1959 
market holdup and auto theft 
in St. Louis - on April 23, 
1967. 

The ·:FBI said Eric Starvo 
Galt Was one of a string of 
aliases · favored by Ray in 
frequent brushes with the law 
beginning when he was 21 
years old. 

In its first positive identifi­
cation of the man sought by 
the FBI since the April 4 In a'ddition to the aliases 
assassination of King dn Mem- John :~illard and Harvey 
phi!>, the bureau further pie- Lowmyer listed on the FBI 
tured Ray as a 40 - year - old fugitiv~ warrant; the bureau 
man in trouble with the law said Ray also has callP.d 
since his youth - and one himself James McBride, James 
who "should be considered Walton, W. C. Herron and 
armed and extremely danger- James O'Connor. 
ous." Willard was the· name used 

There was no indication the by the man who checked into 
FBI was any closer to catching a Memphis rooming house 
Ray than it . was Wednesday overlooking the motel where 
when it put the name Galt on King was fatally shot. 

$ 
fugitive warrant charging The FBI has said Eric 

m "and an individual whom . Starvo Galt purchased a .30~0~ 
alleged to be his brother" rifle in Birmingham five dayi\1 

th conspiring to deprive before the assassination. Thai: 
King of his civil right to travel rifle, with a telescopic sig~ 

James Earl Ray-alias Eric 
Starvo Galt. 

intact, was recovered outside 
the rooming house just after 
the assassination. -

Ray was described as 5-foot-
10, and 163 to 174 pounds, 
with brown hair, blue eyes alf 
small scars on his forehe~i , 
and. right palm. His left ea1r' 
protrudes slightly further tha.J~ 
his right ear. · 

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 

\ 

~dianapolis News 

Indiana 

Date: 4- .;J_O-{,; § 
Editiq;,•: 

Author: 

Editor: 

Title: 

Managing 
Wendell C. 
Phillippi 

Character: 

or 

Classification: 

Submitting Office: Ip 
0 Being Investigated 

h., 

' 
i 
k ,, 
) 

I 

111~ sc 5_)0~~ 
>LI-IRCHED ______ _INDEXED-· ''>..,_4 

I SWALIZED. .. ____ ,~ILED.-f)- : 

i APR2J1968 
Fbl - ll~Ul/-\l~l-\t"ULIS 
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... 
F B·J 

Date: 4/22/68 

Transmit the following in -----------c,:::---------------------i 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via __ A_I_R_TI_i:_L ____ _ AIR.MAIL 
(priority J I 

-------------------------------------------------L-------

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 

FROM: SAC, ATLANTA (44-2386) (P) 

B UBJECT: MURKIN 
CR 
( 00: MEMPHIS ) 

For the information of reoeiving offices, Subject 
JAMES EARL Rf.Y, Alea. was last known to be in the Atlanta., 
Georg:ta., area- on 4/5/68. Intensive investigation by- the 
Atlanta Office to date ::-ias not established mode of tr2.ns­
portation utilized by RAY after LVS/68 thro1J.gh checks with 
transportation companies, 

3 - Bureau 
2 - Ba.1 t:l.more 
2 - Birmingham 
2 -· Chax•lotte 
2 Chicago 
2 - Cincinnati 
2 -- Cleve land 
2 - Colu.wbia 
2 - Houston 

0= ~~a~:~~polis 
2 - Jackson 
2 - Jackso:::1ville 
2 - Xansas City 
2 - Little Rock 
2 - Louisville 
2 - Mernphj_s 

car 1•ental agencies, etc. 

2 Miami 
2 - Mobile 
2 - Nev1arlc 
2 - Ne1-; Orleans 
2 - New York City 
2 -· Norfolk 
2 - Philadelphia 
2 - Pittsburgh 
2 - Richmond 
2 - St. Louis 
2 San Antonio 
2 - Sav2.nnah 
2 - Sprj_ngfield 
2 -- Tampa 
2 - WFO 
2 - Atlanta 1/y:-s,J -

2 -· Mi0.m:i. 
JJL:rjb 
(69) 

. J SBIRCH · 

88/MllWI ·. {~:~ I / 
; 

;---
-\T''\71~~.Lt,L1 

Sent _______ M Per _______ _ 



' 
FC-36 'T.'_,,_,., 

,,. 
FBI 

Date: 

Transmit the following in ________________________ ___; 

I (Type in plaintext or code) 

I Via _________ _ 
(Priority) 

------------------------------------------------L-------

AT 44-2386 
I 

i 

All receiving offices are requested· to check car' 
recoveries within their respective divisions of cars stolen 

f.:om t!_l: .. ~~a ~~ ..... of aag~0~f~~1;1~~~~~~r 
s amer]9~Q~~~~ ... ~~~~,~&.lltl~m,:E1~~Ek~-,,~~~.J>~&~i?)t~~~r;~.G.1¾J?~~£"£~~'lW 

1
Rq{ The same consideration should bE? given to any cars 
recovered in the near futu:"e that were stolen from the State 

I 

of Oeorg:)..a after 4/4/68.. In those instances where cars ·were 
I • 

sto;len ·from Georgia and 'where the transpo:eter of same cannot 
otherwise be accounted for, investigation should be conducted 
to determine if RAY was person who may have stolen and 
transported same. 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 

Approved: -----------~ 
Special Agent in Charge 

- 2 -

Sent _______ M Per _____ _ 



4/23/68 

AIRTEL AIR MAIL 

TO SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) 

FROM SAC, INDIANAPOLIS (44-563) ( i~). 

MURKIN 
00: ME 

Re CG teletype to ME, 4/22/68. 

JACK WEISBUCH, 3845 Jefferson; DALE BAXTER, 4136 
Tyler; and SHIRLEY MACKOWIAK, 4057 Tennessee, all of Gary, 
Indiana, contacted and denied .having any knowledge concerning 
murder of MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. nor any knowledge concerning 
the weapon used in this murder. 

2- Memphis 
1- Chicago (Info) (44-1114) 
~ Indianapolis 

DHL:dla~ .. 
(5) ' 

C l 



. .,. . _., 

FD-2 .. eo (,Rev. 8-28-58) 

DECODED COPY 

ooJ ·Radio 

TO~ ALL OFFICES 

fROM: DIRECTOR WA 222JUL4 GR 199 
MURKIN 

CJ Teletype 

4/23/67 

R6MEAIRTEL TO ALL OFFICES APRIL ONE NINE LAS$ FURNISHING BACK­

GROUND DATA CONCERNING JAMES EARL RAY. 

SUBJECT SHOULD BE CONSIDERED POSSIBLE SUSPECT IN ANY UNSOLVED 

BANK ROBBERIES, BURGLARIES OR ARMED ROBBERIES(POSSIBLE ITSP 

VIOLATIONS) occuRRING AFTER APRIL Tin 111REE oJE NfNE f1x7sEvEN. 

RAY SHOULD ALSO BE CONSIJERED SUSPECT IN ANY FUTURE SUCH VIOLATIONS 
. . 

AND BUREAU ADVISED TELEPHONICALLY OF ANY POSITlll1E IDENTIWICATGION. 

ANY PERTINENT LEADS DEVELOPED DURING REVIEW OF PAST VIOLATIONS 

SHOULD BE EXPEDITTOUSLY RUN OUT AND BUREAU ADVISED. 

SUBJECT'S HANDWRITING AND MANDPRINTING NOT IDENTIFIED IN BANK 
ARE 

ROBBERY NOTE FILE AND HIS FINGERPRINTS ~MRK BEING SEARCHED AGAINST 

LATENTS SUBMITTED IN UNSOLVED BANK ROBBl;RY AND BURGLARY VIOLATIONS. 

SUBJECT SHOULD BE CONSIDERED ARMED AND DANGEROQS, 

.. ' ' . 

II ,t 
REC'D: JR 
DECODED: JFS 

-10 · ··•' •.•• 

~~ ,,,/ ffll\ ~ . . . 
--~ ,,. 

If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably 
paraphrased in order to protect the Bureau's cry:ptographic systems, . 

. . . . 



FBI NEW YORK 

5~40 PM URGENT 4-23-68 ~WS 
TO INDIANAPOLIS 

" 

FROM NEW YORK 44-1609 

. MJRKINi CIVIL RIGHTS; 00- ME• 

RE ORVILLE 
. . •. '. •,' 

AN ANONYMOUS ALE TELEPHONICALLY FURNISHED THE FOLLOWING 
.... .,... - . .. .... "' ..... -

INFORMATION TO THE NEW Y,ORK OFFICE• 

DURING INCARCERATION AT TERRE HAUTE1 INDIANA1 HE WORKED 
- -- - 4 C, - .a c,~ · . · -. · ·_ - · - · -- -

WITH ORVILLE D. EWING IN THE PRISON LIBR~Y. EWING WAS -. - - ..... -- - - ~ 

RELEASED FROM PRISON DECEMB.ER~ N!NETEEN S!XTY~!VE ~~ER 

HAV~NG SERVE1:) APPROXUvJ;~TELY TWENTY S!X M~NT~S OF A T~EE 

YEAR FEQERAL SENTENCE FOR BANKRUPTCY FRAUD• EWING IS - . .- ... ... .. . . . - -· .... 

BELIEVED TO BE CURREN:rLY CONDUCTING A USED CAR OP.ERATION IN 
• • - • .... • ~, -.. • • A ~ • 

RICHMOND> INDIANA. JAMES EARL aAY WAS FRIENDLY WITH 
' 

EWING AND AT ONE TIME DATED EWING'S DAUGHTE~ IN ALTON1 
....., •·· ,..... . ' ,,_ ,., 

ILLINOIS. 

ANONYMOUS MALE STA'.fED THAT -AN I NTE~ VIEW 



• 
PAGE TWO 

~ ., .. 

; IF AT RICHMOND AND TERRE HAUTE CONDUCT APeRORRIATE 
.... , ~ -. ,... ,,,_ » f • ~ ~ ... ,... .... • ·.-.. ,,.. <. ... ' ,. ' ,...., ~ ,.. 

, . J .• 

lNVESTlGA'.f!-~N TO lDENXIFY., L~~~:X:E ~~ !NTEft.V!~W ~RV!L~ D •. 

EWING. 

ME ADVISED BY AM. 

RAY SHOULD BE CON~!~ER~~ ~ED AN~ ~~~~~us~ 

END 

Fal INDAPOL~ 

p 

\. 

I • 



/ 

• • 
FBI INDAPOLS 

FBI BIRMGHAM 
... 

SSS PM UR~ENT 4-23-68 GDM 

TO DIRE~T~R (44~3086.! ~ ~~L9TTE 'AND !N~!~N~~L!S 

FROM BHiMIN~ _(_44:-!_'.740) CP> 

MJRKIN. 

/ 

BIRMINGHAM IN CONSID~!N~ ~BT~!N!N~ STATEW!~E-~!R~UL~T!~N OF 

PHOTO~~~ AN~ P;ES~ ~RE~~E io BARBER s~9Ps L~~~TE~ !N ~~E ST~TE OF 
. . . -.. - .. ... -

ALABAMA., ow THIS ~ATE ~ONTACTED WILLI~ ~. s-~!TI:{~ SE~RE.T~Y ~ L~~~ 
'~ ..... ~ - -~ ~- ~--- ~- - -· .... - . . 

EIGHTYTHREE .. JOURNEYMAN BARBERS., HAI~DRESSERS., ~~SMET~L~~!STS-~ND . . .. ~ ,.. .. 
' • • • o • I • o 

PROPRIET.ORS INTERNATIONAL UNION OF AMERICA., BIRMINGHAM., ALABAMA., WHO 
" ...... ""' . ....... ' • ,. •• ~ ..... ,.. -'? ,. • - .... • .. ~ - ..... - ... • - ,, • ,,. ~ ... 

. ' : : - . ' ' . 
.ADVISED T,HAT NO LOCAL IN ALABAMA DISTRIBUTES ANY.RUBLICATIONS TO 

...... ,.. . , ...... ,~ , . ...... ,..... ... 

BARBERS OR BARBE~ SHOPS.IN THE STATE OF ALABAMA.. HE ADVISED THAT 
< - _. • # - • • .. ► .. 

' . . ffiE INTERNATIONAL UNION LOCATED ONE ONE FOUl1, ONE NORTH DELAWARE STREET., 

-INDIANAP.OLIS., INDIANA.,· PUBLISHES MONTHLY THE- JOUiiNEYMAN BARBER., WHICH 
~"- ' ...... . ..... ~.... "' ........ - . . ... . - -, - ' ... - ~.. \ . .. ,. , .. , "' 

,, , I I • _: '• 

,IS DISTRIBUTED TO EVERY MEMBER OF 1HE INTEli-NAIONAL WITHIN '.f-HE 
.... - ~· - - w, -

UNITED STAT.ES. 
.... 4 ...... 

BARBERS AND BEAUT.ICIANs_oF AMERicA., NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS., Two ·oNE 
~. > • > 0 : " 's ........ A', S • ,_. / ... ...., -'• ~ N - --• -. • • • > ! • ~ I ' • • .. • , .... , ~ 

. . . -

SMI~H FU~THER STATED THAT THE ASSOCIATED ~JASTER 
...., . ... . . ,_.. ~ . ··• 

N!NE GREENWICH ROAD .. CHARLOT-TE., w. c·.., PUBLISHES MONTHLY THE MASTER 
. ' . -. :· .... ~ . -. . - - ~ . ~ . . . - - .. _.,. - ,... -· . .... ..... - -- ~ . 

BARBER AND BEAUTICIAN MAGAZINE WHICH IS DIST~IBUTED TO EVERY BARBER 
..... , .. .... - 71 ,..., - - ,-. • ...,_ • 

END PAGE ONE 



• 
PAGE TWO 

SHOP OWNER WIT-HIN r.HE .UNITED ST-ATES• 
·- . . 
IT. .1S SUGGESTED THAT '.f.HE BU~EAU GIVE CONSIDERATION TO HAVI.NG A 

• • • I • , , • 

P1:{?T~~~ i:\NJ,) ~+!~LJi;_~N~J~~s ~~L ~"l-P.U~L!s~;o !N *~~-~~~ 

MAGAZINES., AND SUCH ~TlCLE SHOULD BE OF A CONDEN$ED'VERSION OF 
r,.. 

PRESS R~L~~SE.ISSUED BY ~u~~u -~N,Rf\Y~ 

'!f 5-V~EAY,, ~eR~VES SUCH E~L!~i:\T!~N:'' !NJ?!i:\N~~L!S s~~l;JLJ? CONTACT 
.. • ◄ • • 

- JOSEPH N• DE.PAOLA., MANAGING EDITOR OF JOUfi,NEYMAN B~BEfi., lNlf~NATIONAL 
" .... ....-, '"I .. ~• I • < ,., • • °1t > ~ ....,. -.... .J' _, •-• • ..... -,_ ...._ ,_ ,,_ -, ••. .. ~ ~ • ..:. -.. .. - - A , .... ~ ,. 

. , ' 

UNION ~1:° J;\M;R!~i:\:' ··!NO,!i:\~?L!S! ~J? 9~L~T-TE S1:_l9ULD, CONTACT THOMAS 

H· BROUGHTON., ED.ITO~ OF' THE MASTER BARBER, AND BEAUTICIAN MAGAt!INE AT 
..-... ... .,,_ ,.., - - ,.._ .. ,. , .-. .., - ... - - # -- ..... • .... ¥'• # t .... - .,. - ;.. ,.... " ,. ,I..., .• ...... • 

. - . -
Nt¼T:IONAL HEAD©UAR~~s OF T.HE-ASSOCIAT,ION., CHAfl,.LOTr,E .. N.e. 

-MEMP.HIS ADVISED Erl Al~~L• 

END 

, Gtv}{ 

FBI :I NDAPOL's 
i',- -

~ , _,...,, . ~ ~· " r· ..... 



• FBI INDAPOLS 

FBI PITTSBGH 
~, ., . 

10:22PM URGENT 4-23-68 ERC 

TO INDIANAPOLIS AND RICHMOND (44•657> 

FROM PITTSBURGH (44-578) 

MJRKIN 

RE Pl TTSBURGH TELETYPE TO DIRECTOR FOUR T,WENTYTHREE LNSTANT 
. . . 

.AND RICHMOND TELETYPE 70 DIRECTOR FOUR TWENTYTHREE INSTANT. - .. 
: "' ; : . 

FOR- INFORMATION INDIANAPOLIS AND.RICHMOND, CHARLES WILLIAM 

/4TES~ ~:; -L~~~;;1:> ;~u~·TWE~T;Tw~ ~s;~ -~; D!xiE:.~~TEL~ ~~;;~N~ /:._VE: • ,-----._ , . . .. . . . . . . ' . 
w.vA. HE SUPPLIED SUFFICIENT INFORMATION TO IDENTIFY HIM AS 

. . ... ~ ..... ~~ 

: . . .· . .. . 
PERSON MENTIUNED RE CLEVELAND TELETYPE. MOATES EMPLOYED ON AN - . . 

ORE BOAT "MIDDLETON" OUT OF TOLEDO, OHI 0, THREE ELEVEN THROUGH 
.-, .. ~ 0 .... --, c•• .. , f -. .. M • .-, •• .. , , - ,·~ 

FOUR.EIGHTEEN LAST. FROM DESCRIPTION AND IDENTIFICATION IN HIS . - - --. ~ ...... ' ... .... 

POSSESSION, MOATES DETERMINED AS NOT IDENTICAL WITH SUBJECT 

THIS CASE• 

END •.• • 

GWK 

FBI · I NDAPOLS 

p 



FBI INDAPOLS 

FBI RICHMOND 

704PM URGENT 4/23/68 ECS 
. . '• -

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861 >.,. INDIANAPOLIS, MEMPHIS (44'!' 1987>, 

PITTSBURGH (44-578>, WFO (44-703> 
....., , . .. ~ ... - ... . . ,.., .. '"" -

FROM RICHMOND <44-657> 3P 
.... -,-- .... - --~-.., 

MJRK·IN - CR COO:ME> 

RE CV TEL TO BUREAU, APRIL TWENTY L~S~, AND WFO TEL CALL 

TO ALEXANDRIA RA, APRIL TWENTYONE.LAST. - . 
RE: CHARLES MOATS -.LOOK ALIKE 

... 
FOR INFO lNDIANAPOLIS: RETEL REFLECTS MANAGER AND CL~K 

OF AKERS FOLKMAN TRAVEL AGENCY, CLEVELAND, OHIO, ADVISED WHITE 
. . . ......... , ,...., ··-~ 

. _, ' .. 
MALE, BELIEVED TO BE, IDENTICAL TO SUBJECT RAY, ENTERED THEIR 
~ • .... - -~ -1- -

. - . 
W!~E ~R!L E!~H'.tEEN LJ~ST~ US!N~ N~ CHARL~S MOATS, BOTH 

~IEVED MOATS TO BE IDENTICAL WITH PHOTO IN NEWSPAEERS AND 
- - , ,- . ., . ·r - -.. 
nIOSE E~HIBIT,ED BY AGEms. MOATS DESIRED TO FLY TO CLA.~KSBU~G, 

. .. ""' - ~- ,,. ... ,... ~ " --. . 
WEST VAu IN A HURRY., DID NOT CARE ABOUT STOPS EN ROUTE. 

~~~-- ..... ... ....... ' .-. -

TRAVEL AGENCY ARRANGED TICKETS FO~ MOATS FOR NORTHWEST AIRLINES . -
FLIGHT THREE TWO SIX., FLYING NONSTOP TO WASH. NATL. AIRRORT CWNA) 

I,. ,..., ..,. -. '"" ~ "' 

.APRIL EIGHTEEN LAST,, AND WAS GIVEN TRANSFER FOR LAKE CENTRAL - :--,,,._, . , , . . . - . . 
. . . 

AIRLINES FLIGHT: FIVE T~EE FOU8, FROM WNA XO CLARKSBURG, WeVAe1 
...,_ ~~- ~, -- ... • - ~ ,., ,-, , 4 •I ~, • S ~ °' ~1' 

0,EP ~TI NG ,WNA AT ~NE_!_:{ FTYFI VE P .•.M ,•.! ~ND ~! V! N§ 9~~51?UJ~! 
3 

_ / j '; 
?'-._ _,b 

THREE TWELVE ,B.M. 

END PAGE ONE 



PAGE TWO 

RH 44-657 

MANAGER.OF TRAVEL AGENCY ADVISED MOATS INDICA~ED HE 
. ,._ . . - ~ ' ..... 

ARRIVED CLEVELAND VIA BUS. SUSPECT DESCRIBED FIVE FEET ELEVEN· 

. INCHES, ONE HUNDRED SIXT.YFI VE. TO ONE HUNDRED SEVENTY: LBS • ., DARK 
. ..., .... .... ~ . ' . •·• ' -~· ~ . .,. , ' -

HAIR., MEDIUM BUILD, AGE MID THIRTIES, CLEAN SHAVEN, BE.ARING 
• > • ! '- . ; . , 

SCAR APPROXIMATELY ONE-HALF INCH IN MIDDLE OF FOREHEAD, CtrnVING 
... - ..... , ..... ~ -· •• ,. ~ '. ..... • .... ,. .... \ ..... " , -· .... .,. • " ,l, • • .. ...... ,.. . . , ' 

TOWARDS LEFT. EYE AND ENDING APP~OXIMATELY, ONE INCH ABOVE.LETT. 
. . ·- ..... ~ ,.,.,, ..... . ..... .,,... --· . -~ ... -

EYE. SUSPECT WEARING DARK TWEED SPORTS COAT, SPO~T SHIRT OBEN 
. - -, .... , 

AT NECK., NO HAT• JACKET VERY C~.UMPLED AND IN NEED OF CLEANING. 

SUSP~9T SPOKE WITH ~!LLBILLY ACCENT BUT USED~?~~ ENGLISH• 

APPEARED VERY NERVOUS. 

ON APRIL TWENTYFIRST LAST., LAKE CENTRAL Al~LINES EMPLOYEE, 
~, ~ I .j _., • "'• •·• ·•• .., 

MISS· KAT:HY PETRUSKA, ADVISED TICKETS FROM LAKE CENTRAL FLIGHT. 
~ -

FIVE THREE FOUR NOT FULLY CLEARED TO DATE• EXPECTED TO BE 
. ' 

CLEAR.ED .BY APRIL T.WENTYT:WO LAST. - . 

ON ABRIL TWENTYTHREE.INSTANT, MISS ~ETRUSKA ADVISED FINAL 
..... - -., . - . . . ' ,-.., 

TICKET<S. CLEARED OFFICE AND CONFIR.MED PASSENGER CHM.LES MOATS ON 
- h O •. ,... .... -,,.. h • ( ,.,..,... ?-- • • - -

.-I.AKE CENT.RAL -FLIGHT, FI VE T<HREE, FOUR FROM ,vJNA TO CLARKSBURG., W • VA. 

END PAGE T·WO 



I , 

-·PAGE_ TH~EE 

~ 44-657 
... . . 

• 
~N ~R!L T·~NUTHREE. !NSTJ:\NT, .L~ CENT~ :J:\!fiLINES SUP~fiV!S~R 

• • • • : • _,: • • - ·' of • • 

EUGENE Le ADAMS,.ADVISED C~EW OF.LAKE CENTij.AL FLIGKr. FIVE Tff!1,EE 
• • J. 

FOQR STATIONED IN INDIANAAOLI~-~ND .WOULD BE AVAILABLE FO&-'IN'f'ER• .. ..... ' ..... ,,..., ~· . .... ·- ; - .. ~ ..,,. -- . , . .,.. . ... - ,. .., ..... ~ .... •·• .,. ... ...... ... ... ., 
. - . . ' . ., . 

\. VIEW IN INDIANAPOLIS 'THROUGH LAKE· CENl'!lAl, AIRLINE;;, WEI~, COOK 
.. 

HE ADVISED CAPTAIN OF.FLIGHT ~O BE JOHN COLEpCOTT-J 
.. .. -· - . . ,, ,,.... 

. . 
FORST OFF! CER, . M. fi • BENNETT J AND STEWAADESS., CHERYL ~HAE FER• . 

.-, .. .. -- "" -
~ ,, . ., . . :,: . . . 

INDIANABOLIS: E~HIBIT.PHOTO$ OF RA¥ WO•Cf'EW IN Ofl,DER ~O 

EFFECT IDENTlFlCAlION. 

EIT.T:~BURGH: · FU~THER IDENTIFY MOATS AT, AlRPO~T, CLARKSBU~G 
..... ·,,.. .... .. ,.... ... .. -"· ' -

. . . •' . . .: ' 
w. VA., 1:HROt:JGH .LAKE, CENI:fiAL AIRLINE&• 

END · 

GWK. 
- 3 
FBI . INDAPOLS 



(-/ .___:=• -" • .. / MAY 1002 EDITION • 

. . · ~~~;:-~~ ~;~;Es· GOVERNMENT 

TO 

SUBJECT: 

· 1f2 ' . 

, if 
.Ear~ 

Memorandum 
Director, FBI (44-38861) DATE: 4/19/68 

SAC, Kansas City (44-1~0) 

MURKIN 

Enclosed to the Bureau are six copies and to each 
office one copy of the following ph_otographs: 

JAMES EARL RAY, Missouri Department of 
Correction #00416, dated 3/17/60 and 
9/8/66 

WALTER TERRY RIFE, Kansas City SO #29636 
FBI #4558766 

Stand up photographs of RAY ·on the left, Kansas City SO _. 
#29637 and RIFE, Kansas City SO 29236, taken 3/28/.55. 

2 - Bureau (Encs. 24) (AM) 
2 - Each Field Office (Encs.4) (AM) 
2 - Kansas City 
(120) 

~~ 
I 



TO 

FROM 

SUBJECT: 

,/ 

OPTIONAL FORM f':{0.·1<?\\
1 

.--~)-~- 5010-106 
MAY 1~62· EDITION 
GSA GEN. REG,· NO. 27 -. 

UNITED ST ATES -GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 

MURKljj' 
CR: 
00: :M~~l!,»his, -

•, 

Be: -JA~~---:&~ln ~\l. _ . <./:: _:·· .. ~-· ·. :>::;\·,'\;,'. _ <,;)'.: j(.-:'>'\~\/ 
S'i.i!bJei!"J,r~ .J.ihl@oo. @f tia~©t'.ft;~:'tt@j: -~:ifi@'i.r"''4Y5/~~ ⇒:f~>~~ . 5., -~·:... ,; .. 

. es tit'blJi,Sb,~ do' . Ac~®ffi'(d~mi~;':~y A t.1~~$; 'jf®<i1!5i@S t~· .: th~t:. all. ®a ·i l°~C.~~:\~~ ;,-·:<' .~ . . .:i . 
·w·ttli1!ll tlhis divis;i@ID1· st@l®lfu t-W@mm the: Stzd;@ ~-~•-gia:·is:~J:i,s~~,µe:i\,tc:: .. ) ·:):_,'>"': -- '-: 
t~ 4/4/~ a!ld . ~@ll11$id(SJJ!? _SQ~ t@ ·futaw@I 11®®,jfi; f)~~:fil:ble,' .m@de. ·:@;f ::i'/,;;r1·,;: ~ :, : ~·: /:; ,"':. ' 

· .t~a.•~p~tati@IDl f~· ~-ut/Jje~t o. • · The sawme. c,@lli.wi~l':~.t.i®~·- .~~9ii~~LJ)s-;·:>: .. ,._:•:,;i.•: / · ::·._., ,,:;; . 
.J!iVeJID :t@. aimy ©~dl."s lf~~V<e:\t'~~ :fi.lnl tl!Jie_ ,~~ ;t;,ut'1!:lW~-:J~hat'._ .. w¢Jfe, ·,st~lie'.in: :'·, i ·. ·.: ). :-
f~ccim the .Stat® @l ~~•.,,,.:fl:& ~ft@:it: 4/;4/68·'• -... : ;·.-:.·_:,:•, :'.;'._'·:·', . . : · 

'' . ' ' . , .,_©> . •',. '! _, .. ·. ' :·,_; :: ,""•:,'.:·. :,.,_,, ".-:'.'· .,', 

' I' Tb®S@ i1m@ld®W1oos .whe~ ~ars ·,w~~e'~t~i~~\t~@)ili\~:~'.:_~a;::.:."·. ;'"·;· 
aimd · Wilil©.l'X\''e th®: @:Bi' 0 · samme ·~a~® @'th~j)ll\'W_ s@ · '.ac~ .d' _ .'. ·. - '.: .--. : · , :-

·· :rifi iiveai ~ c@im:du~t@d -t@· 0~-t@}*md'.IDJ,~ ·.:tit-,RAYwas'.'• _:,_ ··: .. '.-·,.: ,_- ·; 
t: e. ·;well"s@ii:rt· w @ maJ· · ~~ .... en lltID!d t:H?a&S:@®'.lr'!~d· :~am~-... '·. .. · · · · 

·1 - Iimqia~ao)PJ@lis 
l - All . llIDw®~t.ig:&t:lLw~ Pe~~®IDln®.JL 
1 .,,. 66=3 . 

. pjF:~~r 

. OM #1~~· 

~, .' ,.,_, "' _\ 

' -~... ,"; - ~ ' -

.. ' 

' ',:' ' ,, ' ! 



The -follo~irig FBI record, NUMBER . · 405'.;,9':42:··Q·. ,· · . . , , is furnished ,FOR OFFICIAL USE ON_LY~ 
Information .shown on this Identification· Record represent$ data furnished FBI by fingerprint contributors~ WHERE 

. FINAL DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE-IS -DESIRED, COMMUNICATE 
WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS. . .,, . · .. -. . - · , . ~ ·. 

CONTRIBUTOR Of 
FINGERPRINTS 

-;,:~;.. . ARRJ:STED' OR 
NAME AND NUMBER · -· RECEIVED CHARGE. DISPOSITION 

. / -------------------1---------------,'---+--------,----,-
I 

Army. James Earl Ray··· Febru·ary 
#16" 163_129. 19~ 1946_ 

·Sheri•f·f 's ·Qff'ice 
Los Ange:les, 
California·.-

James·Earl Ray: OctobEiir 
#B-119908 · .- 11, _ 1~~9 

- suspicion of 
burglary·_ 

::- P.oli:c.e ·D.e;1:,artment: - James_ Earl Ray .· 
Los Ang~les, #139648 

. Ca·lifo:rni.,a· 

·Sheriff's Office James E. Ray 
Cedar Rapids,, Iowa . #5937 

Department 
IliinoEf. 

James :Earl· Ray 
#7514 -· 

October.· --su:gpicion 
l:l, 19~19 . ·4:59 Pena.1 · :Cqo_e . 

(burg1a·r..y·) 

April 18, vagrancy 
·J:950· 

- July 23_, 
T9·51 

no onerator's· .,_ 

license - no 

'8 ·niont}1s · County 
:Ja·il ·,su$pended; 
2 years ~ 
probation:: 
s·erved ;: f:i:rst 
~O ,q_ays _ Q9:unty 
Jail· 146 . 

. ' . .. .. 

:pE!,Cember. -3-0,. 
:1949 Csl29438 · 

.releas~d to . 
... later 

State Licr;mse -
no Ci ity --L:Leens:e, · 

Polic~ Depart~ent 
Chicago, ~liinois 

James Ray-· · 
#D90696. 

May· G·, 
1952· -

·robbery (Gun) · -:,_ G:tana ·_Ju·ry ·-

Cook County .Jail 
Chicago, Illinois· 

James Ray 
#131165 

~state Penitentiary James E~ Rai 
Joliet, Illinois #32419 

State Penitentiary James·-~. Ray
1 

Pontiac, Illinois #19121 

'May.9, 
1952 

robbery 

June _13, robbery. 
195"2 

,July 7, 
1952 
in· 

from 
JoJiet 

robbery 

Notations indicated by * are NOT based on fingerprints in FBI flies but are listed 
being possibly identical with subject of .this record. · . -

:.·$3000 . 

· Ju.ne 13~: 1952 
."sentenced to 

. penitentiary 
· ): to 2 years 

. . .1 to:.:2 .years 

1:-- to·· 2. year$ 
~.Iarch 12,. 195,1 -
discharged · 

1.j-'I ~ sZ J-: 11~ 
' ~.,,;,. ' • I • • 



.. , .·. 

The following FBI.record, NUMBER - :.-405 _:9_42,:: .. G _ ,,,, is furnished FOR OFFICIAL 'US~ ONLY._. __ 
lnf(!rmation shown on this Identification Record repres~nts data furnished· FBI by fln_gerprint contributors. WHERE;:­

. FINAL DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE IS DESIRED, COMMUNICATE. 
, (' WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS~· ' / ~: ',•i , , " , '.... " ' ; C • , '· • ' ' • , 

~ .,, j • '-"'•, • • • •ii~,. 

·CONT-RIBUTOR OF 
!'INGERPRINTS 

Sheriff's Of.fice 
Edwardsville, 
Illinois 

NAME AND NUMBER · 

· James Earl -R~y. 
#2640 

. Police Department - James F;. Ray 
Hannibal, · #40714 

·M.tssouri 

State High,vay. 
Patr.ol · 
:&lac·on, _Missouri ·_ 

·united States 
. lifar~·haJ. 
Kansa·s City, 
.Missouri 

Sheriff's Office 
Kansas City, 
1!issouri 

United States 
Peni. ten.tj_ary 

,· Leavenworth, 
·Kansas-

James Earl Ray' 
#B-3376 

James. Earl Ray 
#1,2018 . 

James Earl R,ay 
#2.9637 

James E~rl _Ray 
#7249.8-L 

Police Department James Earl Ray 
Saint L6uis, #81071 
tHssouri 

ARRESTED OR 
. . RECEIVED CHARGE·-

, . 
August 'burglary and 
30, 1954· larceny 

' . 
March 23, ~nvestigation 
i955 of breaking and 

entering Post 
Office 

March- 23, casning-stolen 
1955· postal-~oney. 

orders 

March 28, · forgery United 
1955 States Postal 

Mon~y Order. 

1fa.rch 28, Forgery -
.1955 Government 

July 7, Post Office 
1955 Laws· 

Forge·._·: Money 
Orders 

October suspicion of 
10, 1~59 robbery 

DISPOSITION · . 

•, 

e.leased to 
ostal -Inspe·ct·or 
ans as City·, 
Ussouri 
larch. 24, 1955 

entenced -to . 
15 niprrths 

u,_s tody o.f 
ttorney General 

uly 7, .1955 
years and 

:onths 

years and 9 
,onths May 20, 
958 conditioaal 
elease March · 
959 maximum. 
pril 5, 1·9.58 
onditional 
elease. on c1--,;:,,.,. 

' ,1..;:;.. •• J. 6 

f Pos_t Office 
orgery Post­
ffice Money: 
rdbrs 

·Notations indicated by • are NOT based on fingerprints in FBI flies but are listed only as investigative leads as 
·being possibly identical with subject of this record. -

John Edgar Hoover .. 
'Director 
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The following FBI r~cord; NUMBER 405 , ,942 · G : , . :. . , is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY •. . "" .. : _ . 
. _ Information shown on this Identification Recore represents-data fu'rnished FBI by fingerprint cont,ributors; WH;RE

0

~ ~. ~, 

FINAL DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE IS DESIRED, COMMUNICATE .. 
. WITH AGENCY CON1RIBUTING THOSE FINGE~PRINTS.,_'_ .... , ·:-·, · .-x . . .. ,,. : .i • .... ... ::. ,,, . · 

'\a•:•, , '.' •/,• _•r~• 

CONTRIBUTOR OF 
FINGERPRINTS 

lice D.e.partment 
int :Lou-is, · 
ssouri 

James Earl llay 
#81071 

State Penitentiary Janes Earl Ray 
Jeiferson City, #00416 
Missouri 

t-e ·•Hospital 
ber .1 
ton, Missouri 

.··· 

James Earl Ray 
#37045 C-5 

ARRESTED OR 
RECEIVED 

October 
16, 1959 

suspicion o·f 
robbery 
stealing and 
fugitive other 
aut-hori t~_es 

- . . . .. 
. DISPOSITION ·. 

March ·17, "TC" -20 years, · (20, 
1960 operating ~otor 7, 5, 

vehi_cle without . concurren--t). 
permi·ss ion -of 
owner 
r·obbe.ry first 
"b/m DDW;,. 
(2·charges) 

Sent~mber- ·•Patient s:,: 1966 · 

Nototi,ons indicated by * are NOT based on fingerprints.in FBI file's but ore listed only os investigative leads as 
being possibly identical with subject of this record. - · 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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UNITED ST ATES . DEPARTMENT Of ~STJCE - ·.. . . , . . . ~ . ,. 
-FEDERAL BUREAU :Of INVESTIGATI~ 4-23--~~ - . ~07 HJC: · 
. .. · WASHINGTON, D.C. 20537 · , ... , . 

. - - '- ;· ::-, . 

. · The following FBI record, NUMBER 405. 942· G, . . . . . , i~ f~rnished· fOR OFFICIAL" USE ONLY. 
;; Information shown on this Identification Reco·rd repres~~ts data fur~iihed FB_I by fingerp;int contributors. WH_ERE 

FINAL DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXP_LANATIO~ OF CHARGE IS DE.SIRED, COMMUNICATE 
WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERP.R_INTS. · ' . . :· :·. -~-~ .:.. ., -". '·. '·, · •· 

CONTRIBUTOlf OF 
FINGERPRINTS 

>. 

NAME AND NUMBER, 
ARRESTED OR 

RECEIVED CHARGE DISPOSITION 

WANTED: James Ea1l Ray for escape April 23, 1967 
(operating motor vehicle without permission of .. 
own~r; robbery fj rst ae·gree "b/m of a D _& PiV") ., 
(will extrad-i te) Notify Warden State P.eni te111tiary 
Jefferson City, tissouri information receivied 
May 10, 1967~ ~ . 

-·· ·.• 

Notations indicated by * are NOT based on fingerprints in F81 files but are listed only as investigative leads as 
being possibly id:entical with subject_ of this record. 




