ENT PE F!I.E REV*F’;,

ot

o o

- waS?f\} NCAL S T _
..mf;i_A»s IFICATION &

Ser 19. Vol

AT

e mm CONFANED

o waw I IE -

v

lé ‘ é ) ébn ﬁduv;l‘,‘mﬂm

=

'FEDERAL BUREAU *

el

of

INVESTIGATION -
| iBm;eag File Number 1/4 - 35 Zé/

* - See also Nos.

Q:aqumN oumlo A .

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



| FBI JACKSVLE Lo N ]

FBI BOSTON . " o B | g

"1027 URGENT .4-19-68 DMG :
.. T0 BUREAU 44-28861, MEMPHIS 44-1987
 ALBANY AND JACKSONVILLE 44-769

FROM BOSTON 157-644 | Do

MURKIN .
FOR INFO OF BUREAU AND NEM}’HIS, EXETER, NeHe POLICE

DEPARTMENT ADVISED FOUR EIGHTEEN LAST, WHITE MALE, | |
APPROXIMATELY THIRTY-FIVE, ONE SEVEN FIVE TO TWO ONE PRRRREEN,

ZERO POUNDS, SIX FEET TALL, RESEMBLING ERIC STARVO GALT, e
REGISTERED AS BRUCE COCHRANE, ROUTE TWO, GREEN COVE SPRINGS, -
FLORIDA, AT EXETER INN, FOUR FIFTEEN LAST AND CHECKED OUT

FOUR EIGHTEEN, WE OPERATED A LATE MODEL, GREEN BUICK SEDAN,

FLORIDA REGISTRATION FOUR EIGHT FOUR EIGHT. THREE ONE AND
ADVISED INN EMPLOYEES HE wAS VISITING SON AT HOSPITAL.

NO RECORD OF PERSON NAMED COCHRANE LOCATED AT EXETER «
"HOSPITAL. COCHRANE HAS EXPECTED TO RETURN TO INN PM,

) 267 /,29%

FOUR EIGHTEEN BUT DID NOT APPEAR,

P ONE - o . ' £
BAD TAgE ope RV
_Lé I35 Lé L7 FBI —JACKSONVILLE "\ A
gJ 7“ 17
a?wyj
‘7',7/17
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‘*1*PAGE WO

INN PERSONNEL STAIED COCHRANE BEARS
RESEMBLANCE T0 GALT.

: JACKSONVILLE ADVISES FLORIDA REGISTRAJION FOUR EIGHT
’FOUR EIGHT THREE ONE, ISSUED T0 BRUCE E. C CHRANE, ROUTE

TWO, GENERAL DELIVERY, GREEN COVE SPRINGS FLORIDA, FOR
NINETEEN SIXTY ONE BUICK, VIN ZERO H ONE [FIVE ZERO THREE

- FIVE TWO FIVE, REGISTERED THREE THENTY SEVEN SIXTY EIGHT.
- NO FLORIDA TITLE TRANSFERS FROM NEU HAMPSHIRE.

u INQUIRIES CONDUCTED GREEN COVER SPRINGS UNABLE TO
LOCATE INDIVIDUALS KNOUING COCHRANE,

* APPROPRIATE STOPS RE BUICK PLACED WITH STATE POLICE,
MASS., NEW HAMPSHIRE AND MAINE. ALBANY REQUESTED 10
ALERT STATE POLICE, VERMONT, B

JACKSONVILLE CONTINUE EFFORTS TO FURTHER IDENTIFY
. COCHRANE.
END
MHM

FBI JACKSVLE ‘
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FBI JACKSVLE -, . T

FBI TAMPA |

e 253PN URGENT 4~ls-68 BLW

- 70 oxascron BIRMINGHAH, JACKSONVILLE AND MEMPHIS »

" FROM TAMPA (:57»3231) 2P ‘ |
~ MURKIN.

. RE LOOK-ALIKE EASTERN A!RLINES FLI@IT-ONE EIGHT
'ZERO Y APRIL SIX LAST. . ‘ _ - ’

uownnn NOYES, THREE ZERO stx-uluzrzsurn AVE., N.E., el
ST, Psrsnsauns, FLA., AN ENPLOYEE OF ST, PETERSBURG TIMES,

A DAILY usvsrAPsn, ADVISED APRIL ONE EIGHT, LAST KE
WAS ABOARD EASTERN AIRLINES FLGT. ONE EIGNT ZERO Y
LEAVING TAMPA NINE FIFTEEN A.M. APRIL SIX LAST TO
VASHINGTON, D.C. AND HE NOTED A PARTY. OF THREE MEN SAT
"IN FRONT OF HIM IN REAR SECTION OF PLANE. ONE OF THE THREE
'MEN LOOKED SIMILAR TO MM TO ERIC STARVO GALT, BASED
ON INFORMATION Fuauxsnzn-rnnousu NEWS MEDIA. PHOTOS
OF GALT EXHBITED TO NOYES APRIL EIGHTEEN LAST AND HE
ADVISED THERE VERE SIWILARITIES BUT NO POSITIVE
_ IDENTIFICATION COULD BE MADE. THE INDIVIDUAL BELIEVED

SIMILAR POSSESSED A ﬁASE THAT LOOKED LIKE A MUSICAL — :
AT LOOKED L  yy 74743}

" END PAGE ONE ‘ o {, . SEARCHED.._ . INDEXED_
R M SERIALIZEDS AT eD . INL
v L Q/b,  APR 91968 ¢z
‘FBI —JACKSONVILLE,J#S

et s

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



nstnumzsr CASE, A FooT wxnz, SIX zncnss nxen, LENGTH
‘unxnown, AND GAVE APPEARAICE OF BEING NERVOUS ABOUT THE
' CASE. HE SAT ALONGSIDE A COMPANION AND THIRD MAN SAT |
"IN FRONT OF THE TWO COMPANIONS ABOUT THIRD ROV REAR OF
 PLANE. o | |

vv CON CORNETT, CHIEF\SUPERVISOR, EASTERN AIRLINES

" TAMPA REVIEWED-ALL RECORDS AVAILABLE, APRIL EIGHTEEN,

 [AST, ADVISING FLGT ONE EIGHT ZERO Y ORIGINATED IN TAMPA ¥
. AND SINGLE VOMEN. SINGLE MEN, AND FAMILIES VERE ABOARD. ' |

: runss MEN ABOARD,
RTLEY, AND MR, 1.

NDERS, THEY UERE

TWO ZERO NINE d". FOUR EIGHT NINE /- TWO ZERO ZERQ

e

NIN » AND FOUR EIGHT NEHE - FOUR ﬂQW?ﬂBE§w§!§ 'FOR

THE ABOVE, RESPECTIVELY.
JACKSONVILLE AT DUNNELLDN,FLA CONDUCT APPROPRIATE

INVESTIGATION TO ESTABLISH UHETHER OR NOT ANY OF ABOVE
* INDIVIDUALS LOOK ALIKE TO GALT.

GALT SHDULD\BEACQNS!DERED,ARNED AND nanssnbus.'
END ‘ ' | ‘ |
CORR PAGE TWO LINE sxxxoxxwoan ONE SHOLD BE DON

LINE TNE LAST WORD SHOULD BE EARL |
END
-

FBI JACKSVLE
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

FBI
Date: 4/19/68

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

Via TELETYPR URGENT
(Priority) i
e B T _
TO: DIRECTOR (MAIL)
MIANI
FRON: JACKSBONVILLE (44-7690)

MURKIN.

RE CHARLOTTE TEL 10 JACKSONVILLE, APRIL EIGHTEEN,
LAST.

REFERENCED TELETYPE READS AS YOLIOWS:

TODAY, N. C. HIGHWAY PATROL TROOPER HARRY L.

WILLIAME, CATAWBA COUNTY, N. C., SEVENTEEN YEARS
EXPERIERCE, ADVISED AFTER VIEWING PHOTOGRAPH OF ERIC
STARVO GALT WHICHE APPEARED IN TODAY'S PAPER, THAT HR
RECALLED ON NKIGHT OF APRIL NINE LAST, NCHP WAS CONDUCTING
ROAD CHECK AT NEWTON, R. C. BETWEEN NINE AND NINE THIRTY
P.M. WHILE MALE DRIVING FIFTY-FIVE OR FIFTY-SIX DODGE,
FOUR DOOR, THREE TONE, WAS STOPPED AT ROAD CHECK. CAR
HAD OFF WHITE TOP, DARK GREEN ON SIDES, HOOD AND TRUNK
ARD OFF WHITE BOTTOM. CAR HAD SIXTY-EIGHT FLORIDA LICENSE
WITH PREFIX ONE ZERO W DASH, FOLLOWED BY FOHR OR FIVE

1 - Charlotte (AN) —
} - mggg%‘ (m ) ) INDEXED

‘fnchg /’/“ Fien -
Approv(e?i:) M %(/ Sent // ;;é Aee M Per k""f‘} L/
Special t in Charge
HY - 7675
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JK 44-769
PAGE TWO
PIGITS NOT RECALLED. DRIVER WAS IN CAR ALONE AND CAR
WAS EEAVILY LOADED WITH LUGGAGE, POSSIBLY FIVE OR SIX
SUITCASES .

BRIVER PRODUCED A VALID FIORIDA DRIVERS LICENSR.
DOXS NOT RECALL NANE OF LICENBR, BUT SAID IT WAS URCOMNON
NAEE IN THIS AREA AND WAS A VERY SHORT KAME ¥ITH ABOUT FOUR
LETTERS. LICENSER REVREALED THE DRIVER WAS ENPLOYED AS AN
AIRPLANE PILOT, AND HR ASKED DRIVER WHAT AIRLINE HE FLEW
FOR AND DRIVER MAMED AN AXRLINE, NOT WELL KNOWN, WHICH
WILLIARS CANNOT RECALL. AIRLINE HAD TWO NAMES .

ON SEAT NEXT T0 DRIVER VWAS A FOLDED AP OF SEVERAL
SOUTHEASTERN STATES, WRICH WAS NEATLY MARKED SHOWING A
ROUTE FROM SONEVWHERE IN DEEP CENTRAL GEORGIA TO YYTHAVILLE,
YA., AND WILLIAMS ASKED DRIVER WEERE HE WAS GOING AND DRIVER
STATED HE WAS GOING TO WYTHEVILLE TO VISIT FRIENDS AND WAS
THERN GOING TO CHARLESTON OR XUEFIELD, ¥W. VA., T0 VISIT
FRIENDG AND OR RELATIVRES. HE DID NOT MENTION ANYONE BY
NAEE. HE INSTRUCTED DRIVER AS T0 HO¥ TO GET ON HIGHWAY
SRYENTEER, NORTH.

WILLIAMS STATED, AFTER LOOKING AT PHOTOGRAPR OF GALT,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



JK 44-769

PAGE THREE

HE IS CERTAIN THAT GALT WAS THE DRIVER OF THIS CAR. HE
SAID THERE IS NO DOUBT IN HIS MIND THAT THIS WAS GALT.
HE STATED THE DRIVERS CHEEKS WERE NOT AS FULL AS IN THE
PHOTOGRAPH. HE HAD SHARP FEATURES AND HIS FACE VWAS
NARROWER AND LONGER THAX IN THE PHOTOGRAPH. HE HAD A
LONG, NARROW, POINTED ROSE AND LARGE EARS, FACE WAS LESS
FLESHY THAN PHOTOGRAPH OF GALT. DESCRIBED DRIVER AS
AGE ABOUT THIRTY, ROT LARGE FRANME, BROWN HAIR, NOT DARK,
WHICHE WAS SHORT, RECEDING AND NUCH SHORTER THAN IN
PHOTOGRAPH AND BRUSHED STRAIGHT BACK. DID NOT VOLUNTEER,
INFORMATION BUT ANSWERED QUESTIONS. GAVE IMPRESSION OF
BEING PRECISE AND IMMACULATE. WAS WELL GROOMED AND NEAT.

TROOPER MARVIN WRIGHT, NCHP, WAS PRESENT AT THE ROAD
CHECK AND DESCRIBED THE CAR AS FADED GREEN. HE DID NOT
TALX WITH DRIVER, BUT RECALLED TROOPER WILLIAMS MENTIONING
THE CAR HAD FLORIDA LICENSE BEGINNING WITH ONE ZERO W AND
DRIVER HAD AN EXTREMELY SHORT NAME.

MIAMI REQUESTED 10 CHECK REGISTRATION RECORDS FOR
FIZTY FIVE OR FIFTY SIX DODGE BEARING LICENEE WITH PREFIX
TEN W DABH, AT BROWARD COUNTY RATHER THAN JACKSONVILLE AT
HVB TO ELIMINATE DUPLICATION OF WORK, LENGTHY COMMUNICATIONS

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



JK 44-769
PAGE FOUR
REGARDING REGISTERED OWNERS, AND MORE ACCURACY NOTING
COUNTYRECORDS ARE CURRENT WHEREAS MVB RECORDS ARE AS
PAR AS TNO MONTHS BERIND.

CHARLOTTE AND MEMPHIS ADVISED AM.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



AND TV STATIONS IN YOUR DIVISION. EVERY EFFORT MUST BE MADE ot
' TO INSURE REPEATED AND WIDESPREAD DISTRIBUTION OF THIS s

~ ALREADY IN YOUR POSSESSION AND WANTED FLYERS SH_OULD ALSO BE

FBI JACKSVLE

FBI WASH DC . ‘ | e

407PM URGENT 4-19-68 SAA

70 ALL SACS
" FROM DIRECTOR 4P

+

MURKIN

THE FOLLOVING PRESS RELEASE HAS JUST BEEN ISSUED AT
WASHINGTON THIS AFTERNOON AND YOU ARE AUTHORIZED TO MAKE IT
IMMEDIATELY AVAILABLE TO THE LEADING NEWSPAPERS AND RADIO

INFORMATION, COPIES OF THE 1968 PHbTOGRAPH OF SUBJECT 5

WADE AVAILABLE TO MEDIA CONTACTS. NO ELABORATION
WHATSOEVER MAY BE MADE REGARDING THIS RELEASE, ADDITIONAL

INSTRUCTIONS REGARDING INVESTIGATIVE LEADS WILL FOLLOW

SHORTLY ,

SEARCHED___ INDEXED.
SERIALIZED, i

APR L1968

], FBI—JACKSONVI
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~ PAGE TWO AR

'EXHAUSTIVE SEARCH OF LATENT FINGERPRINTS UNCOVERED IN THE DR, KING

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
APRIL 19, 1968

ATTORNEY GENERAL RAMSEY CLARK ANNOUNCED TODAY THAT THE
FBI HAS IDENTIFIED JAMES EARL RAY, AN ESCAPEE FROM THE MISSOURI
STATE PENITENTIARY,‘:;”%RI STARVO GALT, AGAINST WHOM A FEDERAL
COMPLAINT WAS FILED LAST WEDNESDAY IN CONNECTION WITH THE FATAL
sucorzua OF THE REVEREND PR, MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

- DIRECTOR J, EDGAR HOOVER SAID THAT A SYSTEMATIC AND

CASE AGAINST THE FINGERPRINTS OF THE OVER 53,000 PERSONS FROM WHOM.
"WANTED,NOTICES' HAVE BEEN POSTED IN THE FILES OF THE FBI™S IDENT~

IFICATION DIVISION LED TO THE DETERMINATION THAT GALT AND RAY
ARE IDENTICAL. '

MR . HOOVER SAID THAT RAY. UHO IS 40 YEARS OF AGE, WAS

' REPORTED MISSING FROM THE MISSOURI STATE PENITENTIARY AT JEFFERSOﬁ

CITY, MISSOWRI, SINCE APRIL 23, 1967. HE HAD BEEH RECEIVED AT THAT
INSTITUTION ON MARCM 17, 1960 TO SERVE A 20-YEAR SENTENCE
FOLLOWING CONVICTION IN ST, LOUIS FOR ARNED ROBBERY AND FOR
OPERATING A MOTOR VEHICLE WITHOUT PERMISSION OF THE OWNER,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



o PAGE THREE

o xn szprsnszn, 1966, WHILE SERVING rn:s ssnrsnca, HE WAS
{j:conrxuzn FOR A TIME IN THE MAXIMUM SECURITY. WARD AT ruz STATE HOSPITAL
AT FULTON, mussounr. ' ‘

ACCORDING TO MR, HOOVER, RAY HAS A KNOWN ARREST RECORD o
DATING BACK TO 1949: PRIOR TO THE 1960 CONVICTION FOR WHICH HE i

RECEIVED THE 20-YEAR TERM, RAY HAD BEEN CONVICTED OF BURGLARY IN
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA, IN 19493 ARMED ROBBERY IN CHICAGO,
ILLINOIS, IN 1952 AND FORGING UNITED STATES POSTAL MONEY ORDERS

N mxssouax IN 1955,
HE HAS SERVED TERMS IN THE LOS ANGELES COUNTY JAIL IN o

19493 IN STATE PRISONS AT JOLIET AND PONTIAC, ILLINOIS, IN 1952-54;

AND IN THE FEDERAL PENITENTIARY AT LEAVENWORTH, KANSAS, IN 1955-58.
_RAY WAS AN ENLISTED MAN IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY FROM

annunnv; 1946, TO DECEMBER, 1948, AT WICH TIME HE WAS GIVEN A
GENERAL DISCHARGE DUE TO INEPTNESS AND LACK OF ADAPTABILITY FOR
MILITARY SERVICE. WHILE IN THE ARMY, HE RECEIVED A THREE -MONTH
SENTENCE AT HARD LABOR FOR BEING DRUNK AND BREAKING ARREST,

MR. HOOVER SAID THAT DURING;HIS CRIMINAL CAREER, RAY
HAS{ALSO USED THE NAMES OF JAME$/

HCBRIDE,‘JAMES wiLTON, W. C.
T [V
HER_ON AND JAWES 01CONNER. %5/35 A WHITE MALE; CHAIMS TO HAVE

e (.

=
ok
oL
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“  PAGE FOR '

' BEEN BORN | |, IN ILLINOIS; IS APPROXIMATELY 5 FEET
10 INCHES TALL AND VEIGHS ABOUT 163 TO 174 POUNDS. HE HAS BLUE
EYES AND BROWN HAIR, THERE IS A SMALL SCAR ON THE CENTER OF
HIS FOREHEAD AND A SCAR ON THE PALM OF HIS RIGHT HAND.

~ RAY HAS CLAIMED THAT HE ATTENDED SCHOOL'THROUGH THE
10TH GRADE IN ALTON, ILLINOIS. HE HAS HAD THE REPUTATION OF
'BEING A "DRIFTER™ SINCE LEAVING SCHOOL. WIS VOCATIONAL EXPER-
IENCE INCLUDES WORKING AS A BAKER, LABORER .AND COLOR MATCHER.

IN CONNECTION WITH HIS ESCAPE FROM THE MISSOURI STATE

PENITENTIARY, AN FBI COMPLAINT WAS FILED IN JEFFERSON CITY,
MISSOURI, ON JULY 20, 1967, CHARGING RAY WITH UNLAVFULLY FLEEING

FROM THE STATE OF MISSOURI ro AVOID CONFINEMENT. MHE HAS BEEN A
FEDERAL FUGLTIVE SINCE THEN, '

an SHOULD BE CONSIDERED ARMED AND Ex;nzmva DANGEROUS .
ANYONE HAVING INFORMATION CONCERNING HIM SHOULD IMMEDIATELY
CONTACT FBI HEADQUARTERS IN WASHINGTON, D. C., OR THE NEAREST

FBI OFFICE. |

END |

MM

FBI JACKSVLE
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1325PM IMMEDIATE 4-19-68 LLD
10 ALL SACSEXCEPT KANSAS CITY, ANCHORAGE, HONOLULU AND SAN JUAN
{ MESSAGE RELAY PLAN | o
%*;,rnbm DIRECTOR SP

MURKIN, 00: MEMPHIS,

. JAMES EARL RAY, AKA. EARL JAMES RAY, W. C. HERRON, EARL JAMES,
T‘JAMES MC BRIDE, JAMES o'couhER,JAMEs WALTON, JAMES wALvon, Jim

"= FUGITIVE; UFAC. - ROBBERY FIRST, BUFILE 88-41730. OOtKANSAS
CITY, KC FILE‘88-9149§ DETERMINED TODAY BY BUREAU TO BE IDENTICAL -
VITH ERIC STARVO GALT, AGAINST WHOM FEDERAL COMPLAINT FILED APRIL
SEVENTEEN. LAST IN CONNECTION WITH FATAL saoorlna OF DR. MARTIN
LUTHER KING JR. \

~ JAMES EARL RAY, INMATE, MISSOURI STATE PENITENTIARY, JEFFERSON

CITY, MO., ESCAPED PEN APRIL TWO THREE, SIXTY-SEVEN. INVESTIGATION
INDICATED RAY CONCEALED MIMSELF IN A BREAD BOX AND ESCAPED FROM
TRUCK MAKING DELIVERY TO AN AUXILIARY FARM. RAY VAS SERVING TWENTY
YEARS ON CHARGE OF ARMED ROBBERY - FIRST DEGREE AND FOR OPERATING
A VEHICLE wxruour ownsn's CONSENT. ON JULY TWENTY, sxxrv-ssvsn,
END PAGE ONE

\

I i A - /457../5;
. | | /ﬂ /w}, 4?( SEARCHEDD/ AINDEXED_

6 SERIALIZE|

M& APR2 01968

~ FBI —JACKSONVILLE

é
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" FEDERAL COMPLAINT AUTHORIZED BY AUSA WILLIAM A, KITCHEN, WESTERN

;anuxsrnxcr OF MISSOURI, KANSAS CITY, MO., FILéDABEFORE Usc, JEFFERSON
. cxr?, mo;, CHARGING RAY WITH VIQLATION‘TITLE'EIGHTEEN, sscrtdu ONE
 ZERO SEVEW THREE, USC. WVARRANT ISSUED, | |
| INVESTIGATIOH HAS BEEN CONDUCTED BY culcnao, SPRINGFIELD, ST.
LOUIS, AND KANSAS CITY OFFICES IN UNPRODUCTIVE EFFORT TO LOCATE THIS
 FUGITIVE. KANSAS CITY IS INSTITUTING A FULL AND COMPLDTE
REINVESTIGATION IN AN EFFORT TO DEVELOP BACKGROUND DATA, RELATIVES,
AND ASSQCIATES OF SUBJECT, WHO MIGHT BE IN A POSITION TO ASSIST IN
HIS LOCATION. | o

IN THIS CONNECTION, JAMES EARL RAY AND WALTER TERRY RIFE ON
MARCH. SEVEN, FIFTY-FIVE, BURGLARIZED THE U, S, POST OFFICE AT
KELLERVILLE, ILL., AND STOLE SIXTY-SIX BLANK U, S. POSTAL MONEY
ORDERS WHICH THEY PASSED DURING MARCH, FIFTY-FIVE, IN WUMEROUS
STATES, WITH THE Rssquiruér BOTH WERE SENTENCED IN u.s.D.é..

KANSAS CITY, MO., ON JULY ONE, FIFTY-FIVE, TO USP, LEAVENWORTH,
END PAGE TWO | N
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‘PAGE THREE

4 :FkQNsAs;_ SUBJECT RAY HAS BEEN DESCRIBED AS A LONER AND RIFE

" APPARENTLY IS ONE OF HIS FEW CLOSE ASSOCIATES, SUGGESTING POSSIBILITY
’ THEEY' COULD HAVE assu ASSOCIATES IN MURDER OF DR. KING, AND

- INVESTIGATION ALSO INSTITUTED IN KANSAS CITY AIRTEL TO SPRINGFIELD

~ 'MARCH ELEVEN LAST TO DEVELOP BACKGROUND INFO RE RIFE AND TO LOCATE
HIM FOR INTEﬁV!Eﬁ."THIS‘IﬂVESTIGAIIOﬂ SHOULD ALSO BE RECOVERED AND 5
EXPEDLTED TODAY, IT BEING uorzn RIFE AND RAY HAVE BACKGROUND HISTORY a,fﬁ

IN THE QUINCY, ILL., AREA, - PHOTOS OF JAMES EARL RAY AND-WALTER rs‘
FORVARDED AMSD TO BUREAU AND ALL OFFICES.
'FOLLOVING IS nzscnxar:ou_or JAMES EARL RAY AS FURNISHED BY FBI

IDENTIFICATION DIVISION UNDER FBI NO. THREE ZERO SIX FOUR FOUR THREE
‘At WHITE MALE, DOB » OT

DECATUR, QUINCY OR ALTON, ILL.j APPROXIMATELY FIVE FEET TEN; ONE

'SEVEN FOIR LBS., IN SEPTEWBER SIXTY-SIX; RUDDY COMPLEXION BLUE EYES;
BROVN HARI MEDIUM BUILDj OCCUPATIONS LABORER AND BAKER; SCARS AND
MARKS--SMALL SCAR ON CENTER OF FOREHEAD AND SCAR IN PALM OF RIGHT HAND.
ADDRESSES--ST. LOULS, MO., MARCH SIXTY, TWO ZERO ONE FIVE PARK,

ST. LOUIS, MO., OCTOBER FIFTYNINE; QUINCY, ILL., JULY FIFTY-FIVE,

MARCH FIFTY=FWVE, AND APRIL FIFTY; WOTEL QUINCY, QUINCY. »
END PAGE THREE . ' , A v
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' PAGE FOUR

¢ ﬁ:LL.; WARCH FIFTY-FIVE; VICTOR HOTEL, QUINCY, ILL., MARCH FIFTY-FIVE;
. EIGHT FIVE THREE WEST FULLERTON, CHICAGO, ILL., MAY Fxrrvérwo; EIGHT
" ZERO FIVE ALBY- STREET, ALTON, ILL., JULY FIFTY-ONE, FPC--SIXTEEN,

M OVER M, NINE OVER FOUR, U OVER W, 000 OVER 10I, TWELVE, REF NINE
OVER TWELVE. NGIC FPC--ONE SIX ONE THREE ONE ONE ZERO ZERO ONE TWO
ONE TWO I I ONE TWO I I ONE SEVEN. MILITARY RECORD--JAMES EARL RAY,
/SN ONE SIX ONE SIX THREE ONE TWO NINE, ENLISTED U. S. ARMY FEBRUARY
FORTY -SIX, AT z&sr ST. LOUIS, ILL., AND SERVED ON ACTIVE DUTY UNTIL
DECEMBER TWENTY-THREE, FORTY -EIGHT, AT wuxcu TIME GIVEN GENERAL
'DISCHARGE AS PRIVATE FIRST CLASS AT CAMP KILMER, N. J., BY REASON

OF INEPTNESS AND LACK OF ADAPTABILITY FOR MILITARYSERVIGE. RECORDS
ALSO INDICATE HE RECEIVED TREATMENT FOR GONORRHEA AND SYPHILIS UHILE
A MEMBER OF THE MILITARY.
_FOLLOWING 15 A DESCRIPTI ON oF HALTER TERRY RIFE. FBI NO.

.END PAGE FOUR '
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PYGE SIVE

o
Lo |

FOUR FIVE FIVE EIGHT SEVEN SIX SIX, AS OBTAINED FROM FILES OF USP,
LEAVENWORTH: WHITE MALE, AGE FORTY-FOUR, DOB [:

[ |, FIVE FEET NINE AND ONE HALF, ONE SIX ONE LBS., BROWN
HAIR, EYES BLUE GRAY, |

KANSAS CITY 1S SETTING OUT ALL PERTINENT LEADS TODAY BY
TELETYPE AND TELEPHONE FOLLOWED UP BY TELETYPE CONFIRMATION.
ALL LEADS MUST BE COVERED WITHIN TWENTY-FOUR HOURS WITH BUREAU,
KANSAS CITY, AND MEMPHIS BEING KEPT ADVISED BY APPROPRIATE
COMMUNICATION OF PERTINENT DEVELOPMENTS.
SUGGEST BUREAU MAKE IMMEDIATE COMPARISON OF ANY LATENT
FINGERPRINTS DEVELOPED DURING KING INVESTIGATION WITH THOSE
OF WALTER TERRY RIFE TO DETERMINE IF IDENTICAL.,
AIR MAIL COPIES SENT ANCHORAGE, HONOLULU OND SAN JUAN.
LEGAT MEXICO CITY AND OTTAWA ADVISED. |
SBJECT RAY HAS BEEN CONVICTED OF ROBBERY WITH DEADLY
WEAPON, HAS BEEN CONFINED IN STATE HOSPITAL, FULTON, MO., IN
SIXTY-SIX, AND SHOULD BE CONSIDERED ARMED AND DANGEROUS.
. ,
CORR: PAGE THREE FIRST PARA 2ND TO LAST LINE SHD READ PHOTOS OF
JAMES EARL RAY AND WALTER RXXXXXX TERRY RIFE ARE BEING
" JNKCH
FBI JKSN MISS
JA  RCM
FBI JACKSVLE
TP DGP
FBI TAMPA
MO LPB
FBI MOBILE
NO WHD
FBL NEW ORLS .. ... * < . . sl
TU cLRYX | f o _” - P

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Cre N e Ly
s ¥ Ny

- FDA% (Rev. 5-22-64)

5

Transmit the following in

FBI

Date:

4-19-68

(Type in plaintext or code)
Vi TELETYPE URGENT
(Priority)

e )

TO: COLUMBIA(44-299)

FROM: JACKSONVILLE (44-769) (P)

MURKIN

RE COLUMBIA TELETYPE APRIL EIGHTEEN, LAST, RE SUSPECT

MONTHS .

SEVEN THREE, STATE UNKNOWN.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

DRIVING AUTO CONTAINING TAG NUMBER FOUR FIVE W - ONE FIVE

MVB, FLORIDA, REFLECTS ABOVE TAG REGISTERED TO X.M. SMITH,
STARKE, FLORIDA, FOR NINETEEN FIFTYNINE CHEYROLET, FOUR DOOR.
SMITH RESPECTED CITIZEN IN COMMUNITY . ACCORDING TO SHERIFF AND

STATES HIS AUTO HAS NOT BEEN OUT OF THE STATE FOR SEVERAL

Approved:

Sent

; £/ )
,L,/’ .é‘lfi e /) o
Searched —
Serialized __,__,.._—‘-f-—:—v‘—-"
|ndexed _____,__._..—-—-————T“— -
TJW:blm Filed .
(1) W
27

iz

SpecialAgent in Charge
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Fi3956 (Rev. 5-22-64)

«~"’

FBI
Date:  4/19/68

Transmit the following in
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|
(Type in plaintext or code) j
|
N
l

Via TELETYPE URGENT
(Priority)
e r ——
TO: NEWARK
FROM: JACKSONVILLE (44-769)

MURKIN, OO MEMPHIS.

RE SUSPECT EDWARD C. TREICH.

PCI ARTHUR M. CORBITT (PROTECT IDENTITY), MANAGER, CUT-
RATE CAB CO., MAYPORT, FLA., ADVISED TODAY THAT AT FIVE TEN
P.M. APRIL FOURTEEN LAST, HE RENTED A NINETEEN SIXTYEIGHT
DODGE TO INDIVIDUAL WHO IDENTIFIED HIMSELF WITH A NEW JERSEY
DRIVERS LICENSE T SEVEN THREE TWO THREE ONE NINE TWO SIX
THREE ZERO EIGHT THREE ONE TWO, AND SHELL CREDIT CARD NUMBER
EIGHT SEVEN TWO FOUR FOUR THREE TWO ZERO FIVE, AS EDWARD C.
TREICH, ONE ELEVEN CHERRY LA., BASKING RIDGE, N. J., HOME
PHONE SEVEN SIX SIX - THREE NINE SIX EIGHT, BUSINESS PHONE
SIX FOUR TWO - TWO ZERO EIGHT TWO. CAR RETURNED FIVE FIFTY
P.M. APRIL SIXTEEN LAST, AFTER BEING DRIVEN THIRTYTHREE MILES.
PCI STATES TREICH HAD LARGE ROLL OF ONE HUNDRED DOLLAR BILLS
IN HIS SOCK, REMOVED ONE FROM THE ROLL AND PAID RENTAL COST

OF THIRTYTWO DOLLARS, TEN CENTS IN CASH. /%4‘ /é‘:?«—-/f

1 - Memphis (AM) o ehq —aae -
MPC:jeb S.;mh@d ’_____AJ%
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Date: :
|
Transmit the following in |
(Type in plaintext or code) 1|
Via JI
" (Priority) i
e e e e )
JK 44-769
PAGE TWO

TREICH STATED HIS PERSONAL CAR HAD BROKEN DOWN WHILE
HE WAS TRAVELING NORTH ON IR NINETYFIVE NEAR JACKSONVILLE
BEACH, FLA. CORBITT STATES TREICH CLOSELY RESEMBLES PHOTO
OF ERIC STARVO GALT WHICH APPEARED IN LOCAL NEWSPAPERS

APRIL EIGHTEEN LAST.

NEWARK AT BASKING RIDGE, N. J., ATTEMPT TO LOCATE

EDWARD C. TREICH AND DETERMINE IF IDENTICAL WITH GALT.

Approved: Sent M Per
Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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FBI

Date: 4/19/68

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

TELETYPE
Via
(Priority)
e e e e e e e )
T0; DIRECTOR, (MAIL) (44-28861)
BOSTON (157-644)
FROM: JACKBONVILLE (44-769)
MURKIN,

RE BOSTON TEL, APRIL NINETEEN, LAST.

RE SUSPECT BRUCE COCHRAN.

FURTHER INVESTIGATION, GREEN COVES SPRINGS, FLORIDA,
INCLUDING PUBLIC SOURCES, INDIVIDUALS FAMILIAR WITH MOST
RRSIDENTS IN COMMUNITY AND NEIGHBORHOOD,ROUTE TWO, GREEN
COVE SPRINGS, FAILED TO LOCATE ANYONE KNOWING SUSPECT.

POBTEASTER (PROTECT IDENTITY), LOCATED CHANGE OF
ADDRESS FOR COCHRAN DATED APRIL THIRTEEN, LAST, TO GENERAL
DELIVERY, RAYMOND, NEW HAMPSHIRE.

BOSTON ATTEMPT TO IDENTIFY OOCHRAN. MEMPHIS ADVISED AM.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

#4 /én 7 ﬂ/j'/ 4
1 - Bureau (AM) m-n*____W_—,—-
1 - Memphis (AN) e
TJIW:cag - - 1//
(3) N 1 ﬂl PR i l’;}, /
L\
Approved: \C Sent 4 - w M Per 777}
Spedial Agent in Charge /
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3 Transmit the following in

FBI

Date: 4-19-68

(Type in plaintext or code)

-

TELETYPE URGENT
(Priority)
_____________________________________________ S
TO: DIRECTOR (MAIL)
MEMPHIS
FROM: JACKSONVILLE (44-769)
MURKIN

RE SUSPECTS: EARL HARTLEY, W.C. HARTLEY, AND I. SANDERS;
RE TAMPA TEL TO DIRECTOR TODAY.

TODAY REVEEW OF DUNNELLON, FLORIDA, TELEPHONE DIRECTORIES
REFLECT TELEPHONE NUMBERS FOUR EIGHT NINE - TWO ZERO NINE ONE,
TWO ZERO ZERO NINE, FOUR TWO THREE SIX, PROPERLY REGISTERED TO
INDIVIDUALS IN ORDER CAPTIONED. TODAY BETTY LEONHARDT, CITY
CLERK, DUNNELLON, FLORIDA, ADVISED THREE CAPTIONED INDIVIDUALS
WELL KNOWN BY HER AND EACH IS EMPLOYED BY OCALA PERCISION
INSTRUMENTS, AND THEY TRAVEL FREQUENTLY BY COMMERCIAL AIR.
LEONHARDT OBSERVED PHOTOGRAPH OF ERIC STARVO GALT AND ADVISED
IT DOES NOT RESEMBLE ANY OF THE CAPTIONED INDIVIDUALS.

@ VEIRMING M AND TAMPA ADVISED AIRMAIL,

SREAC 11 i T g
1 - Birmingham (AM) ,Z}* Ay /f
1 - Tampa (AM) BEARCHED o
VMB :b 1m BERIALIZED //) -

(3) LW INDEXED

FILED

N

LA /
i V s

Approved: kk J Sent
Special Agent in Charce
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e

- FBI JACKSVLE

FBI TAMPA

1010

' PM URGENT 4/19/68 ALS _

- TO DIRECTOR (44-38861), MEMPHIS (44-L987) AND JACKSONVILLE (44-769)
FROM TAMPA (157-3231)

MURKINs CR. bO: ME.
EDWARD A JOYNER, FOUR ZERO ONE SEVEN VASCONIA, TAMPA, FLORIDA,
- ADVISED TODAY THAT ON FOUR FIVE SIXTYEIGHT PICKED UP HITCHHIKER, ‘
SOUTH OF UNIVERSITY OF \FLORIDA, GAINESVILLE, FLA. ON ROUTE FOUR FOUR
ONE AND DROPPED HIM OFF AT CORNER OF BROADWAY AND PINE STREETS, -
OCALA, FLA, JOYNER STATED HITCHHIKER, NAME UNKNOW, FACTALLY
RESEMBLES ERIC GALT AND CLOSELY RESEMBLES PHOTO OF JAMEP RAY SEEN‘
ON TV THIS DATE. JOYNER STATED FURNISHED NAME OF {QﬁN _MEQQE! ONE
THREE EIGHT FIVE NORTHLAND, MT, DORA, FLA.,, TO HITCHHINER AS HE
EXPRESSED INTEREST IN JOINING COUNTRY BAND,
| JACKSONVILLE CONTACT JOHNNY GORE, ONE THREE EIGHT|FIVE NORTHLAND,
MT. DORA, FLA., FOR INFORMATION RE HITCHHIKER WHO RESEMBLES SUBJECT.
JAMES EARL RAY AKA, SHOULD BE CONSIDERED ARMED AND DANGEROUS,

END
N
FBI JACKSVLE {/9/ 76? _///
SEARCHED . —.INDEXED..
SERIALIZEW_L_.Zi’f LED
APRT 91968
FBr—JACKSONVILLE
WeF i T
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FBI JACKSVLE

FBI MIAMI

1123PM xmmtDIArs 4-19-68 LLD

TO ALL, SACSEXCEPT KANSAS CITY, ANCHORAGE, HONOLULU AND SAN JUAN
MESSAGE RELAY PLAN |

FROM DIRECTOR 5P

MURKIN. 00> MEMPHIS.

JAMES EARL RAY, AKA. EARL JAMES RAY, W. C. HERRON, EARL JAMES,
AR
JAMES MC BRIDE, JAMES O'CONNER, JAMES WALTON, » JAMES WALYON, JIM

AR 5

UFILE 88-41730. 00t KANSAS

- FUGLTIVE; UFAC - ROBBERY FIRST,
CITY, KC FILE 88-9449; DETERMINEW TODAY BY BUREAU TO BE IDENTICAL
WITH ERIC STARVO GALT, AGAINST AHOM FEDERAL COMPLAINT FILED APRIL
SEVENTEGN LAST IN CONNECTION WETH FATAL SHOOTING OF DR, MARTIN
LUTHER KING, JR. | | |
JAMES EARL RAY, INMATE, MISSOURI STATE PENITENTIARY, JEFFERSON
CITY, MO., ESCAPED PEN APRIL TWO THREE, SIXTY-SEVEN, INVESTIGATION
INDICATED RAY CONCEALED HIMSELF IN A BREAD BOX AND ESCAPED FROM
TRUCK MAKING DELIVERY TO AN AUKILIARY FARM. RAY WAS SERVING TWENTY
YEARS ON CHARGE OF ARMED ROBBERY - FIRST DEGREE AND FOR OPERATING A
VEHICLE WITHOUT OWNER'S CONSENT. ON JULY TVENTY, SIXTY-SEVEN,

END PAGE ONE

c

HHrFET s s
SEARCHED __ e INDEXED
SERIALIZED [+ L% _pyiep o gd— .

APR19/i968 -/
__FBI ONVIL

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




PAGE TWO

9
E
7
1
7

:
!

FEDERAL COMPLAINT AUTHORIZED BY AUSA WILLIAM A, KITCHEN, WESTERN
DISTRICT OF MISSOURI, KANSAS CITY, MO., FILED BEFORE USC, JEFFERSON
cITY, mo.,'annerﬁé RAY WITH VIOLATION TITLE EIGHTEEN, SECTION ONE
ZERO SEVEN THREE, USC. WARRANT ISSUED. ﬁ

INVESTIGATION HAS BEEN CONDUCTED BY CHICAGO, SPRINGFIELD, ST.
LOUIS, AND KANSAS CITY OFFICES IN UNPRODUCTIVE EFFORT TO LOCATE THIS
FUGITIVE, KANSAS CITY IS INSTITUTING A FULL AND COMPLETE |
REINVESTIGATION IN AN EFFORT TO DEVELOP BACKGROUND DATA, RGLATIVES,
AND ASSOCIATES OF SUBJECT, WHO MIGHT BE IN A POSITION TO ASSIST IN
HIS LOCATION,

IN THIS CONNECTION, JAMES EARL RAY AND WALTER TERJY RIFE ON
MARCH SEVEN, FIFTY-FIVE, BURGLARIZED THE U. S, POST OFFICE AT

KELLERVILLE, ILL., AND STOLE SIXTY-SIX BLANK U. S. POSFAL MONEY
ORDERS WHICH THEY PASSED DURING MARCH, FIFTY-FIVE, IN NUMEROUS
STATES, WITH THE RESULT THAT BOTH WERE SENTENCED IN U.S.D.C.,
KANSAS CITY, MO., ON JULY ONE, FIFTY-FIVE, TO USP, LEAVENWORTH,
"END PAGE TWO | -

Y it it Vs e IR R g, sl
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" PAGE THREE

KANSAS. SUBJECT RAY HAS BEEN DESCRIBED AS A LONER AND RIFE

;v‘ APPARENTLY 1S ONE OF HIS FEW CLOSE ASSOCIATES, SUGGESTING POSSIBILITY

* THEY COULD HAVE BEEN ASSOCIATES IN. MURDER OF DR. KING, AND
INVESTIGATION ALSO INSTITUTED IN xansas CITY AIRTEL TO SPRINGFIELD
_ MARCH ELEVEN LAST TO DEVELOP BACKGROUND_INFO,RE RIFE AND TO LOCATE
'HIM FOR IINTERVIEW, rn:s’lnvssrienrxon,sucULn ALSO BE RECOVERED AND |
EXPEDITED TODAY, IT BEING NOTED RIFE AND RAY HAVE BACKGROUND HISTORY
IN THE QUINCY, ILL., AREA. | | 2

PHOTOS OF JAMES EARL RAY AND WALTER TERRY RIFE ARE BEING
FORWARDED AMSD TO BUREAU AND_ ALL OFFICES.

FOLLOWING IS DESCRIPTION OF JAMES EARL RAY AS FURNISHED BY FBI
IDENTLFICATION DIVISION UNDER FBI NO. THREE ZERO SIX FOUR FOUR THREE .
A:s WHITE MALG, DOB{: :L AT
' DECATUR, QUINCY OR ALTON, ILL.; APPROXIMATELY FIVE FEET TENj ONE

SEVEN FOUR LBS., xn SEPTEMBER SIXTY-SIX; RUDDY COMPLEXION; BLUE EYESj
BROWN HARI3 MEDIUM BUILD; OCCUPATIONS LABORER AND BAKER3 SCARS AND |
MARKS~-SMALL SCAR ON CENTER OF ronznzen AND SCAR IN PALM OF RIGHT HAND,
ADDRESSES--ST. LOUIS, MO,., MARCH SIXTY, TWO ZERO ONE FIVE PARK,

ST. LOUIS, MO., oc;OéEn FIFTYNINE; QUINCY, ILL., JULY FIFTY-FIVE,

MARCH FIFTY-FIVE, AND APRIL FIFTY; HOTEL QUINCY, QUINCY .,

END PAGE THREE -
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" . PAGE FOLR

" ILL., MARCH FIFTY-FIVE; VICTOR HOTEL, QUINCY, ILL., MARCH FIFTY-FIVE;
EIGHT FIVE THREE WEST FULLERTON,, CHICAGO, ILL., MAY FIFTY-TWO; EIGHT
. ZERO FIVE ALBY STREET, ALTON, ILL., JULY FIFTY-ONE. FPC--SIXTEEN,
M OVER M, NINE OVER F UR, U OVER W, 000 OVER I10I, TWELVE, REF NINE
' OVER TWELVE. NCIC FPC--ONE SIX ONE THREE ONE ONE ZERO ZERO ONE TWO
ONE TWO I I ONE TWO I I ONE SEVEN. MILITARY RECORD--JAMES EARL RAY,
SN ONE SIX ONE SIX THREE ONE TWO NINE, ENLISTED U. S. ARMY FEBRUARY
ronry-sxx. AT EAST ST. LOUIS, ILL., AND SERVED ON ACTIVE DUTY UNTIL
DECEMBER TWENTY.~THREE, FORTY-EIGHT, AT WHICH TIME GIVEN GENERAL
DISCHARGE AS PRIVATE FIRST CLASS AT CAMP KILMER, N. Je, BY REASON
OF INEPTNESS AND LACK OF ADAPTABILITY FOR MILITARYSERVICE, 'RECORDS
' ALSO INDICATE HE RECEIVED TREATMENT FOR GONORRHEA AND SYPHILIS WHILE
A MEMBER OF THE MILITARY, |

'FOLLOWING 15 A DESCRIPTION OF WALTER TERRY RIFE, FBI No.
END PAGE FOUR | | :
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 PAGE FIVE

FOUR FIVE FIVE EIGHT SEVEN SIX SIX, AS OBTAINED FROM FILES OF USP,
LEAVENWORTH: VWHITE MALE, AGE FORTY-FOUR, DOB |

[ |, FIVE FEET NINE AND ONE HALF, ONE SIX ONE LBS,, BROWN
HAIR, EYES BLUE GRAY.

KANSAS CITY IS SETTING OUT ALL PERTINENT LEADS TODAY BY
TELETYPE AND TELEPHONE FOLLOWED UP BY TELETYPE CONFIRMATION.
ALL LEADS MUST BE COVERED WITHIN TWENTY-FOUR HOURS WITH BUREAU,
KANSAS CITY, AND MEMPHIS BEING KGPT ADVISED BY APPROPRIATE
'COMMUNICATION OF PERTINENT DEVELOPMENTS,

SUGGEST BUREAW MAKE IMMEDIATE COMPARISON OF ANY LATENT
FINGERPRINTS DEVELOPED DURING KING INVESTIGATION WITH THOSG

OF WALTER TERRY RIFE TO DETERMINE IF IDENTICAL. ~
AIR MAIL COPIES SENT ANCHORAGE, HONOLULU AND SAN JUAN.

'LEGAT MEXICO CITY AND OTTAWA ADVISED. ‘
SUBJECT RAY HAS BEEN CONVICTED OF ROBBERY WITH DEADLY
WEAPON, HAS BEEN CONFINED IN STATE HOSPITAL, FULTON, MO., IN

SIXTY-SIX, AND-SHOULD BE CONSIDERED ARMED AND DANGEROUS,
- : .

END

XN

FBI JACKSVLE
- @ '
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TO

FROM

SUBJECT:

5010-108-01

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.8

3

_ UNITED STATES GOVcRNMENT _

Memorandum

SAC, JACKSONVILLE (44-769) DATE:  4/18/68

SA DONALD C. RILEY

MURKIN
CR
(00: ME)

The following sources and individuals were

contacted on the dates set forth for any information
identifiable with ERIC STARVO GALT, aka John Willard,
with negative results:

DCR:cag

) Q/l/f

Daytona Beach PD
MAY BENNER
4/11/68

Volusia County SO
Deputy Sheriff ROBERT MUNSON
411/68

Credit Bureau of Daytona Beach
PAULINE SHEPPARD
4/11/68

Credit Bureau of New Smyrna Beach
PAULINE SHEPPARD
4/11/68

New Smyrna Beach PD
Sgt. GEORGE MONTGOMERY

Florida Power and Light

BILL KING

4/11/68

O. E. MERCER

DeLand PD -

4/11/68 l’/j7l /@70/6

Credit Bureau of DeLand S?ﬁ%@&” ;

MABEL CLIFTON S mut}

4/11/68 Al >
FBI——JACKSONVI

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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JK 44-769
R The following Directories were checked with

negative results on 4/11/68;
Current Greater Daytona Beach City Directory
Greater Daytona Beach Telephone Directory
Greater New Smyrna Beach City Directory
Greater New Smyrna Beach Telephone Directory
Greater DeLand, Florida, Area City Directory
Greater DeLand, Florida, Telephone Directory
On 4/15/68, the following individuals were

contacted at their respective agencies concerning ERIC
STARVO GALT with negative results:

Arthur Murray Dance Studios
408 Seabreeze
J . PARNELL

Grady & Louise
545 Mason
GRADY WILLIAMSON, JR.

Helyn's Villa

1216 Ridgewood Avenue
Holly Hill, Florida
HELEN ALTA VILLA

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



0-9 (Rev. 5-22-64)

FBI
Date: 4-18-68

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

Via airtel air mail

(Priority)

To: SAC, Jacksonville (44~769)
From: Director, FBI (44-38861)
MURKIN S
Reurairtel 4-~16-68,
Submitted nﬁjor case prints of suspect CbeE COURTNEY are

not identical with latent impressions previously reported remaining
unidentified in this case,

Submitted prints and photograph retained Identification
Division,

2 « Memphis (44-1987)

‘ - 762 /44

SEARCHED

| SERLY: _ \

Sent Via M Per

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



4~18~-68

alirtel iy mall

To: B8SAC, Bt, louis (44-778)
From: Director, ¥BI (44-38881)
NORKIN

Reurtels 4-18~68,

Unideatified latent fingerprints aad latent impressions
this eAme aAre not identienl with fiagerpriats of DAVID ERNEST
HAWKINS, Arny service #USS3004%203, born |, Wellbora, Flerida.
Ko palm prints here for Eawkins.,

This confiras and supplements telephone call of 4-18-88,
to Bl Paso Pivision,

2.4 Nemphis (44~1987)

- Jacksenville (44-789)
1 =« K1 Paso
1 - Miami

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




4~17-88
airtel aiyr mail

To: BSAC, Jacksenville

¥rom: Director, FBI (44-38861)

MURKIN

Florida, enclosing fingerprints of CLYDE COURTNEY, born
louisville, Xentueky,

Unidentified latent fingerprints and latent impreasions in
this crge &re not idmtieal with the fingerprints of Courtney.

Fingerprints of Courtney being searched through our main
fingerprint file; results will be furnished separately,

23 -~ Memphis (44~1987)

Re undated communication from Chief of !on.uf Jacksonville,

SEARCHED . oo INDERED e
SERIALIZ D
Fol — JASKOOTVILLE

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




[0-9 (Rev.c5-22-64)

o

P
FBI
Date: 4=17-68

- Transmit the following in
: (Type in plaintext or code)

' Via airtel air mail

(Priority)

To: 8AC, Jacksonville | (-
From: Director, FBI (44-38861)
MURKIN |

Re undated communication from Chief of Police, Jacksonville|
Florida, enclosing fingerprints of CLYDE ceunruxr, born | |,
Iouisville, Kentucky,

Unidentified latenmt fingerprints ard latent impressions in
this case are not identieal with the fingerprints of Courtney.

Fingerprints of Courtney being searched through our main
fingerprint file; results will be furnished separately,

2 - Memphis (44-1987)

SEARCHED e o IMDEXED e
SERIALIZED o _FILED e

KSONV\LLE oy P

l:‘}\ ¢ 5""‘

Sent Via M Per

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



 FBI JACKSVLE
P
FBI PHOENIX

o

~926PM , 4/2!/68 IMMEDIATE JDD

- T0 DIRECTOR(44-388613, MEMPHIS (44-1987), DALLAS, JACKSONVILLE,

KANSAS CITy, LITTLE ROCK.
FROM PHOENIX (44-371) (9 PAGES)

““R“IBEPUQ§V§kE§I§¥TEAY Q?OEEMPEBEONINO COUNTY SHERIFF'S

OFFICE, FLAGSTAFF, ARIZONA, ADVISED THAT AT TWO TWENTY A.M,
APRIL TWENTY LAST HE RECEIVED PHONE CALL FROM ANONYMOUS MALE

WHO STATED HE HAD DONE STATE TIME QITH.RAY AXA GAULT., CALLER

ALSO SAID HE HAD DONE FEDERAL TIME AT TEXARKANA, TEXAS WITH
ONE DAVID WILSON WHO LATER MARRIED FLAGSTAFF, ARIZONA GIRL

BY NAME OF HERNANDEZ. CALLER STATED RAY AND WILSON HAD DONE

TIME TOGETHER AND THAT DAY OR-TWO'PRIOR TO ASSASSINATION OF

NG H CA ME WILSON ABOARD PLANE FROM
D TROI% kk %CH TIME WILS%N HAD TIC?

TENNESSEE EN ROUTE MEMPHIS., CALLER STATED HE HEARD LATER
THAT RAY WAS IN MEMPHIS THAT TIME BUT CALLER DID NOT KNOW
FOR SURE. CALLER INDICATED DURING CONVERSATION THAT WILSON
WANTED TO GET EVEN WITH RAY FOR SOMETHING THAT HAPPENED IN

PENITENTIARY. CALLER INDICATEb THAT WILSON HATES "NIGGERS".

END PAGE ONE
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GE TWO

© CALLER INDICATED WILSON WAS IN FLAGSTAFF, ARIZONA' AT TIME OF

'HIS CALL. CALLER AGREED TO PHONE BACK LN THIRTY MINUTES AND .
- TALD TO FBI AGENT BUT NO' CALL RECEIVED., // ;,,5/

IS WHITE MALE AMERICAN, BORN WESTBURN TENNESSEE,

el |, sIx FEET THREE, ONE NINETY HOUNDS, BLUE.
EYES, BROWN HAIR, FBI SEVEN TWO NINE TWO FOUR TYO C.

" WILSON EVADED ATTEMPTS TO BE CONTACTED BY FBI BUT MADE .
. HIMSELF AVAILABLE THROUGH LIEUT. ROBERT JACKSON, FLAGSTAFF

POLICE DEPARTMENT, A FRIEND. WILSON INTERVIEWED IN PRESENCE
OF LIEUT. JACKSON BY BUAGENT AND EMPHATICALLY DENIED ANY

"RECENT TRIP TO MEWPHIS, TENNESSEE. HE CLAIMED EMPLOYMENT

AT CONTINENTAL BODY SHOP, PHOENIX FOR APPROXIMATELY SIX
MONTHS AND CHECK OF EMPLOYMENT RECORDS VERIFY HIS PRESENCE

DURING PERIOD PRIOR TO AND FOLLOWING ASSASSINATION. -WILSON
STATED HIS WIFE HAS BEEN LIVING WITH HER SISTER AT FLAGSTAFF,

ARIZONA FOR PAST WEEK OR SO ANb ON FRIDAY APRIL NINETEEN : : g
LAST HE RENTED CAR AT PHOENIX TO VISIT WIFE AT FLAGSTAFF,

END PAGE TWO
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" PAGE THREE e 2%222§“é/g ;‘ | "5'y «Jé?
- S n § | 4/3074

W aller 4 7~

“ fLARDWCLARKﬁ:GCOMPANIED WVILSON TO FLAGSTAFF.  WILSON SAID
" HE DROPPEP CLARK ON CITY STREET IN FLAGSTAFF AND CLARK WAS

BOUND FOH DENVER, COLORADO.
WI’~0N AGREED TO LISTEN TO TAPED PHONE CALL IN EFFORT
‘TO IDENTUFY CALLER AND HALF WAY THROUGH CALL WILSON PANICKED

AND LEFT TRE.RQOM REFUSING TO TALK FURTHER, LIEUT. JACKSON

DROVE WILSON HOME AND ON RETURN STATED WILSON IN GREAT

FEAR BLURTED THAT HE WAS FULLY INFORMED OF ASSASSINATION PLOT
WHICH INVOLVED GROUP OF EXCONS ALL KNOWN TO HIM, WILSON

STATED THAT'VOICE ON TAPE NOT CLARK} BUT THAT ﬁf AN EXCON
FROM KANSAS CITY WHOM HE REFUSED TO IDENTIFY. WILSON SAID

'JACKSON WOULD KNOW CALLER'S IDENTITY BY TOMORROW, AS ONE |
'PHONE CALL BY WILSON WOULD RESULT IN. DEATH OF SQUEALER |
'TOMORROW, WILSON ALSO TOLD JACKSON THAT RAY NOT ACTUAL
KILLER, SAID RAY WAS ORIGINAL TRIGGER MAN BUT BACKED out

- DAY BEFORE AND OTHERS PINNED IT ON HIM IN VIEW(OF HiS WANTED
STATUS, SAID REAL KILLER STILL IN ATLANTA AND RAY PRESENTLY

.

END PAGE THREE - = o

G
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';‘vPAsE FOUR

HIDING IN FAJORA (PHONETIC), MEXICO. WILSON LEPT JACKSON'S
CAR IN PANIC AND STATED HEADING BACK TO PHOENIX TO MAKE

PHONE CALL. WILSON DRIVING SIXTYFOUR YELLOW MERCURY COMET,
ARIZONA LICENSE JXE THREE FOUR ZERO. '

WILSON INTERVIEWED AT PHOENIX ON APRIL TUENTYONE INSTANT.
WILSON STATED HE LAST SAW RAY LAST SUMMER AT LUPTON OR
LUFTON MISSOURI WHERE HILSON WAS ARRESTED FOR DvI AND WAS

IN COUNTY JAIL FOR THREE OR FOUR WEEKS UNTIL HE COULD PAY

, ARKANSAS. ON RELEASE HE VENT To BAR ABOUT FOUR
BLOCKS FROM COUNTY JAIL TO USE PHONE AND RAN INTO RAY WHO
RECOGNIZED WILSON AND wnon,wlLéON‘saxn HE HAD SEEN BEFORE
ALTHOUGH HE DID NOT REMEMBER WHERE. RAY ASKED HIM IF.HE
WEREN'T WILSON AND HE SAID HE WAS. AND RAY INDICATED THAT
THEY HAD DONE TIME TOGETHER, RAY LOANED HIM FIFTY DOLLARS

WHICH HE USED THE FOLLOWING .DAY AFTER SPENDING THAT NIGHT
IN LOCAL MOTEL FOR BUS TICKET TO FLAGSTAFF, ARIZONA, WILSON

QUESTIONED WHERE HE HAD SERVED TIME WITH RAY AND HE COULD

4

END PAGE FOUR

R
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- PAGE FIVE

gL;;HOT DESIGNATE THE SPECIFIC PLACE ALTHOUGH HE SAID’ HE
L;}fKNEW HIM IN A° PRISON SOMEPLACE, WILSON WAS SHOWN PHOTO

OF JAMES EARL RAY, MISSOURI DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS,
: NUNBER ‘ZERO ZERO FOUR ONE SIX, AND RAY'S CLOSE ASSOCIATE, ‘

HALTER T. RIFE, KANSAS CITY SHERIFF'S ‘OFFICE NUMBER TWO
“N:NE SIX THREE SIX, TOGETHER WITH SIX OTHER PHOTOGRAPHS.

'WILSON INITIALLY PICKED BOTH PHGTOGRAPHS OF RIFE AND RAY AS
BEING RAY AND THEN SETTLED ON PHOTO OF RIFE AS THAT OF RAY,

. HE WAS ALSO/SHOWN COMBINATION PHOTO OF RIFE AND RAY TOGETHER
AND HE CONTINUED TO IDENTIFY RIFE AS RAY, WILSON

DESCRIBED RAY AS BEING FIVE FOOT SIX OR SEVEN AND HE

ALSO SAID RAY WAS PROBABLY YOUNGER THAN HIS OWN THIRTYSIX
YEARS, ONE §;Xf¥ POUNDS, WITH SCAR SOMEPLACE IN THE FOREHEAD‘
AREA WHICH HME COULD NOT SEE IN PHOTOGRAPH OF RIFE. HE

STATED RAY CONTINUALLY CHANGED HIS HAIR STYLE,

AVAILABLE INFO REFLECTS WILSON WAS RECEIVED NOVEMBER
TWENTYONE NINETEEN FIFTY ONE AT STATE PENITENTIARY, RAIFORD,

FLORIDA FOR ESCAPE FROM COUNTY JAIL AND WAS LATER RECEIVED
NOVEMBER SEVEN NINETEEN SIXTY ONE FEDERAL CORRECTIONAL

END PAGE FIVE
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. ON MAY TWO NINETEEN SIXTYSEVEN FOR TRAFFIC VIOLATIONS,

'PAGE SIX

. “INSTITUTE, TEXARKANA, TEXAS FOR MAIL THEFT AND FEDERAL P.V.
'AND WAS TRANSFERRED FROM THERE TO FCI, TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA

ON NOVEMBER TWENTYTWO NINETEEN SIXTY TWO. HIS LAST
ARREST WAS AT SPRINGFIELD COLORADO BY THE SHERIFF'S OFFICE

ABOVE INFORMATION IS NOT COMPLETE RECORD OF WILSON BUT

RECORD DOES NOT CORRESPOND AT ANY POINT TO RECORD OF
JAMES .EARL RAY SO FAR AS KNOWN TO PHOENIX., WILSON DENIES

ANY KNOWLEDGE CONCERNING KINGS ASSASSINATION OR ANY PLOT
BY EXCONVICTS TO ASSASSINATE KING., WILSON ALSO DENIED

STATING RAY ORIGINAL TRIGGER MAN AND DENIED STATING THAT THE
REAL KILLER WAS STILL IN ATLANTA.  WILSON CLAIMS HE DID

NOT STATE RAY UAS'IN ANY SPECIFIC PLACE IN MEXICO BUT HAD
MERELY COMMENTED THAT IF HE WERE RAY HE WOULD BE IN MEXICO.

WILSON QUESTIONED ABOUT IDENTITY OF ANONYMOUS CALLER,
HE INDICATED BY ATTITUDE HE HAD IDEA OF CALLER®S IDENTITY BUT

STEADFASTLY REFUSED TO REVEAL SAME TO INTERVIEViNG AGENTS.,
INTERROGATION IDICATED CALLER POSSIBLY IDENTICAL TO

END PAGE SIX
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. PAGE SEVEN

., CLARENCE CLARK WHO WILSON STATED HE SERVED TIME WITH AT
' RAIFORD, FLORIDA, WILSON DESCRIBED CLARK AS WMA, IN HIS

" FORTIES, SMALL THIN BUILD, FIVE FEET ONE OR TWO INCHES,
ONE THIRTY FIVE TO ONE FORTY POUNDS, GRAY HAIR.
‘PHOENIX CONDUCUING INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE IF THERE

IS ANY SUBSTANCE TO‘INFORMATION;FURNISHED‘BY CALLER AND
STATEMENTS MADE BY WILSON TO LIEUT. JACKSON,.

~ IDENTIFICATION DIVISION WILL FURNISH ALL RECEIVING
OFFICES COMPLETE IDENTIFICATION RECORDS OF JAMES EARL RAY

FBI’' THREE ZERO SIX FOUR FOUR THREE A,\ANB DAVID L. wIL56N,
FBI NUMBER SEVEN NINE TWO TWO FOUR TWO C. IDENT DIVISION

ALSO REQUESTED TO SEARCH RECORDS ON BASIS OF NAME AND

DESCRIPTION HEREIN FOR IDENTIFICATION -RECORD ON ONE

CLARENCE CLARK WHO WOULD HAVE SERVED PRISON TERM AT RAIFORD,

FLORIDA DURING PERIOD OF WILSON'S INCARCERATION THERE AND

IF SUCH RECORD FOUND FURNISH SAME TO RECEIVING OFFICES.
JACKSONVILLE DIVISION CONTACT STATE PENITENTIARY, RAIFORD,

FLORIDA AND ATTEMPT TO IDENTITY CLARENCE CLARK.

DESCRIBED ABOVE AND bETERNIﬁE IF HE SERVED TIME WITH WILSON,.

IF IDENTIFIED, FURNISH IDENT DIVISION WITH

END PAGE SEVEN
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PAGE EIGHT

.. APPROPRIATE NUMBERS WITH REQUEST THAT ALL RECEIVING OFFICES
BE FURNISHED IDENT RECORD. ALSO FURNISH DETAILS OF WILSON'S
INCARCERATION AT RAIFORD.

DALLAS DIVISION AT TEXARKANA WILL ATTEMPT TO IDENTIFY
CLARENCE CLARK (PHONETIC) DESCRIBED ABOVE AS INMATE OF.

THAT INSTITUTION APPARENTLY DURING NINETEEN SIXTYONE AND
SIXTYTWO AHD IF IDENTIFIED WILL REQUEST IDENTIFICATION
DIVISION FURNISH COMPLETE ARREST RECORD TO RECEIVING OFFICES,
DALLAS WILL ALSO SET OUT ANY NECESSARY LEADS TO LOCATE CLARK
FOR INTERVIEW, | .
MEMPKIS ADVISE IF THERE. IS ANY INDICATION OF CONSPIRACY
OF EXCONS AS MENTIONED BY WILSON TO LIEUT. JACKSON,
~ KANSAS CITY WILL CONDUCT INVESTIGATION THROUGH GENERAL
AVAILABLE SOURCES IN EFFORT TO IDENTIFY CLARENCE CLARK,
PHONETIC, WHO IS BELIEVED TO POSSIBLY BE THE ANONYMOUS
CALLER SINCE WILSON ALLEGEDLY TOLD LIEUT. JACKSON THE CALLER
WAS FROM KANSAS CITY. NO LEADvBEING‘SEi FOR KANSAS CITY RE.
'LUFTON SINCE NOT LISTED IN POSTAL GUIDE, KANSAS CITY SHOULD
UPON RECEIPT OF IDENTI RECORD OF WILSON ATTEWPT TO

END PAGE EIGHT
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PAGE NINE

-

VERIFY PLACE WHERE HE STATES HE WAS INCARCERATED DURING SUMMER

. OF SIXTY SEVEN FOR DWI AND WHERE HE MET RAY UPON HIS RELEASE,

LITTLE ROCK AT ELM SPRINGS, ARKANSAS WILL THROUGH
WILLIS SHAW LOCATE GENE BRISINDINE AND INTERVIEW BRISINDINE

-CONCERNING ALLEGED ARREST AND INCARCERATION OF WILSON DURING
SUMMER OF SIXTY SEVEN WITH PARTICULAR PURPOSE OF ASCERTAINING

LOCATION OF THE OCCURRENCE SINCE THERE IS NO LUFTON, MISSOURI
 IN POSTAL GUIDE, ‘

AIRMAIL COPIES SENT TO SALT LAKE CITY AND DENVER IN
VIEW OF PROSPECTIVE LEADS.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

END | v
XN
FBI JACKSVLE
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FBI JACKSVLE

FBI ST LOUIS"

1046PM URGENT 4-20-68 JLS _
TO DIRECTOR, CHICAGO, JACKSONVILLE AND MEMPHIS

FROM ST. LOUIS (44-775)
MURKIN = CR  OOXME -

"RE CG TELCALL THIS DATE RE QUESTING JERRY RJLNES CENTER, MO..
STEP'FhTHER OF JAMES EARL RAY BE REINTERVIEWED O DETERMINE MARRIAGE

DATA., JERRY RAYNES UPON INTERVIEW APRIL TWEN Y INSTANT ADVISED THAT
'HE MARRIED LUCILLE MAHER AT JACKSONVILLE, FLA,, IN SPRING OF NINETEEN

TWEENTY NINE, NINETEEN THIRTY OR THIRTY-ONE, HE WAS ABOUT THIRTY
YEARS 'OLD AND SHE TWENTY THREE YEARS OLD,

RAYNES STATES THAT HE WAS THE FATHER OF ALL OTHER CHILDREN AND
THAT JERRY RAY WAS BORN IN QUINCY. ILL., AS JERRY RAYNES,

‘JACKSONVILLE ENDEAVOR T0 VERIFY MARRIAGE OF RAYNES AND MAHER.
ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

END

N
FBI JACKSVLE
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FEDERAL BURZAU OF INVESTIHGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to WASHIN G-TO N, D.C. 20535
File No, F OR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
| April 20, 1968 |

|

|
JAMES EARL RAY, also known as |
Eric Starvo Galt, Harvey Lowmyer, |
John Willard, James McBride, James :

Walton, W, C. Herron and James
O'Conner |

FUGITIVE

CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY
INTERSTATE FLIGHT - ARMED ROBBERY

WTEN MOST WANTED FUGITIVES' PROGRAM

James Earl Ray, a Missouri prison escapee who has been sought
under the alias Eric Starvo Galt in connection with the gunshot slaying of civil |
rights leader Dr. Martin Luihezf' King, Jr. ‘has been added to the FBI's list of
"Ten Most Wanted Fugitives, ' |

FBI Dire‘ctor J. Edgar Hoover ordered the épecial addition of |
Ray to the "Ten Most Wanted Fugitives" list, which already contains ten fugi-
tives, to insure the widest possible diséemination of Ray‘é photograph and
description to help effect his earliest possible location.

Ray has been the subject of 2 massive and intensive search since
the brutal gunshot slaying of Dr. King on April 4, 1968, as he stood on the ba.l-

cony of a Memphis, Tennessee, motel. One rifle bullet, believed fired from the .

{ SEAHGhED — INDEXED ooy
SERIALIZED. ... FILED :»;.7 2
APRD G 1368
| FEI—JACKSONVILLE

‘\M v |

window of a nearby rooming house, felled the victim,
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An exhaustive FBI fingerprint search, comparing latent fihger-

|

prints uncovered in the Dr. King czse against fingefrprints of over 53, 000 persons
| | | |
on whom wanted notices have been posted in the FBI's Identification Div_isl;ion,

succeeded in determining that Galt and Ray are ider!';tical. i
A Federal warrant, issued at Birmiriixgham, Alabama, on Aprﬂ 17,
1968, charges Ray, under the alias Eric Starvo Galljt, with conspiring to ‘interfere
with a Constitutional Right of a United States citizerjz. Ray is also sought for un-
lawful interstate flight to ‘avoid confinement after coEnviction for armed robbery,

based on a Federal warrant issued on July 20, 19671, at Jefferson City, Missouri,

He had been confined at the Missouri State Penitentiary, Jefferson City, Missouri,

in March, 1960, with a 20-year sentence following conviction for armed robbery
and operating a motor vehicle without permission of the owner. In September,

1966, while serving the sentence, he was confined for a time in the maximum

security ward at the State Hospital, Fulton, Missouri. He was reported missing o

from the Missouri State Penitentiary since April 23, 1967,

Ray, who has an arrest record dating back to 1949 and has been
convicted of burglary, armed robbery and forging United States Postal Money
Orders, has also been confined in the Los Angeles County Jail, the Joliet and
Pontiac, Dlinois, State Prisons and the United States Penitentiary, Leavenworth,
Kansas. |

He served in the Army between February, 1946, and December,
1948, received a three-month sentence at hard labor for being drunk and
breaking arrest and was given a General Discharge due to ineptness and lack
of adaptability for military service.

\ » > B
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Ray is a 40- year -oid white male, reportedly born in Illmozs .

on L He is approximately 5'10" mches tall, weighs from 163
\
to 174 pounds, has blue eyes and brown hair Wh1ch he has worn cut short He

has a small scar on the center of his forehead a.nd a scar on the palm of his
right hand. He has been described as having a stralght narrow nose and
straight and even teeth and to have a nervous hab}t of occasionally tugging at
an ear lobe., His left ear protrudes noticeably. i

Acquaintances describe him as a 'j’loner" and "'drifter" who’se
language and diction x_'eﬂect a "rural” quality a.nd indicaté he has had limited
education.

He is reportedly a fan of western and country music, drinks
vodka and beer, dresses neatly and claims past employment as a ' merchant
seaman and cooklon Mi.ssviss.ippi River vessels. He is known to have worked
as a baker, laborer and color matcher. |

He is known as an avid dancér who has taken dancing lessons.
He also completed a course at a school of bartending in the Los Angeles
area early in 1968,

Ray should be considered armed and extremely dangerous.
Anyone with information concerning this fugitive is requested to immediately
contact the nearest office of the FBI, the telephone number of which may be

found on the first page of local telephone directories.
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