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•· ✓ FBI JACKSVLE 

FBI BOSTON 
I 

1027 URGENT 4•19•68 DMG 
TO BUREAU 44•28861, MEMPHIS 44•1987 

ALBANY AND JACKSONVl LLE 44•76, 

FROM BOSTON 157•644 
I 

MURK! N 
FOR INFO OF BUREAU AND MEMPHIS, EXETER, N.H. POLICE 

DEPARTMENT ADVISED FOUR_ ti GHTEEN LAST, WHITE MALE, - . . 

APPROXIMATELY THIRTY•F'IVE, ONE SEVEN FIVE TO TWO ONE 

ZERO POUNDS~ SlX FEET TALL, RESEMBLING £RIC STARVO GALT,. 

·REGISTERED AS BRUCE COCH.RANE, ROUTE TWO, GREEN COVE SPRINGS, 

FLORI DA, AT EXETER INff, FOUR FIFTEEN LAST AND CHECKED OUT 
\. 

FOUR EIGHTEEN. HE OPERATED A. LNTE MODEL,, GREEN BUICK SEDAN, 

FLORIDA REGISTRATION FOUR EIGHT FOUR EIGHT THREE ONE AND 
ADVISED INN EMPLoYEES HE WAS VISITING SON AT HOSPITAL. 

NO RECORD OF PERSON NAMED COCHRANE LOCATED AT EXETER 

HOSPITAL. COCHRANE WAS EXPEct,ED to RE,TURN :ro INN PM, 

FOUR EIGHTl!EN BUT DID NOT APPEAR. 

END PAGE ONE 
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PAGE TWO 

INN PERSONNEL STATED COCHRANE BEARS 

R_ESEMBLANCE TO GALT. 

. JACKSONVILLE ADVISES FLORIDA ~EGISTRA ION FOUR EIGHT 
FOI.R .EIGHT THREE ONE, -JSSUED TO BRUCE E. C CHRANE, ROUTE 

·~ ~16it al)•·• 

TWO, GENERAL DELIVERY, GREEN COVE SPRINGS FLORID~, FOR 
NINETEEN SIXTY ONE BUICK, VIN ZERO H ONE IVE· ZERO THREE 

FIVE TWO FIVE, REGISTERED TH·REE TWENTY S VEN SIXTY EIGHT. 

NO FLORIDA TITLE TRANSFERS FROM NEW HAMPSHIRE. 

INQUIRIES CONDUCTED GREEN COVER SPRINGS UNABLE TO 

LOCATE INDIVIDUALS KNOWING COCHRANE. 

APPROPRIATE STOPS RE BUICK PLACED WITH STATE POLICE, 

MASS., NEW HAMPSHIRE AND NINE. ALBANY REQUESTED 1TO 

ALERT STATE POLI CE, VERMONT. 

JACKSONVILLE CONTINUE EFFORTS TO fURTKER I DEN TI FY 

, COCHRANE. 

END 

PMM 

FBI JACKSVLE fl 

< 

. ' 
,1 
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SUBJECT: 

IIDtO•ta-ol 

SAC ( Lil+- 769 ) 

I 
j 
I 

DATE: 

·n L1 /l'J/,S1 TII'::1''..\f: ~,;;,:.;r lr.;l,'3°8ch Ave., h.tl-·~"..tic :Beach, 
:7 loric'la, ,qc1 ,iseci'",s 1· '•cc-;-, 'r;cN his C-3c-,1ily is 
orig:inall? f,·orn Canaqa ,,.,n,1 h2s heen l ~_v.;_n~ in Toronto, 
C::>nac,n Pn:-7 vic-:_nit·, i;or sr·vPral 7entrBtionso He r-::1i(] the 
onl~ rPl~t:ve he h2s ~esi~i~g ~n ~he U.~. is a s;stcr in 
'T;tccn, 1~.r1zonc:.~o 

e~nl0ye~ PS an ~nnr~iser by the 
3,.., a··hes nr-ca nr:c ho~ been so 

eJ1~!._0~·-·t_::iJ., r-n:- r: 11~·1~1;1(:1~ nf :-r-crirs. :1~ 0 ~- 3-i:-~ to l1_f_s 1/"l~oi:vl_e.cir:e. 
hP 11~s nr ~--.rlf"lt·'.ve nr11:"n.cr'l 1-::~ :rri !'"'IT. '_':T"''; ,'"'1 -~;r', ~--,--.~,:~"'1 ·~:·\J:T or 
r"¼ r; .. ,-.,-._~_;·:•. l:e r"(:":_17_r,·--:/1 :1is ':: 7;fe is ·;n.t~:-~.r"lstec] 1-n 
r•enc:-olory h:H 2,,r' hns t,~,.,c~r1 h.t_. f'r:·~·'.l~.' tr0e ;,.,ck t"." he 

-.;:- 1 1:_p:~ l-1·?r_· f;c;·:·;•Ll~? y;_-.··.st ,"'r~ ... 7_\'"0":: f.n ,'],:-n ,:r-. .,..~he11 tt1c 
.,-n~r, 1•""7°l1 Ptf--~n ~r--•n,..·r""}:'.-:t"':f<,.... -----J--:

1 
~-~-• • .-.t- r'-;-,.i-"P:::;r-r" •-~- t 1

,.,;(: 02:fJC",~:?.nerS 

, ' 
': -, ·,t ~"'-. ;:, 

It 
nf 

·:~1, 1-l·,c;, _,,_ ~-~"'·-, ,..._..,,,._-~•1. t::'2-C ,·~1_, ·1-1--,~- ... r, "l:-, nn 
---·-pp ., tt 1.- f' .- ---,--r.,~ · }.,__,.. >:-- ,,:-,. r .--·-:? 01: ·~. '. ~~-~Jo 

t1 l~ 0 11 n ~ :-:i 10. 
to 1'."'1 i.!TI. 

to 

: .- r, T"'' -'cws nnt -Fit t:l,e c1 ~,scri.ntion 
~0·n~ pn-~rent~~ in th0 ~t~fle ~0s 

I+ -/67-· 
SEMCH~J ---~. 

SERl),LJ,:i ..... =·~--- _ 1 .• 

• r~- r· ~"' . . .-( 
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I, 

. FBI TAMPA 

r,'., , , 253~ M Uft8EHT 4• t ,•68 BLW 

JO DIRECTOR, BIRNI NGHA_fll, JACKSONVILLE AND MEMPHIS , 

~OM TAMPA (157•3231> 2P 

MURK IN• 

RE LOOl•ALIKE EA.STERN AlRU NES Fl.I GHT•ONE El GHT 

ZERO Y, APR! L, SIX LAST• 

HOWARD NOY~, THREE ZERO SlX•NINETEENTH AVE., N.£~, 

ST• PETERSBURG, FLA•, AN EWLoYEE OF ST• PETERSBURG TIMES, 
I 

A DAI LY NEWSPAPER. ,ADVISED APRIL ONE EI mn, LAST HE 

WAS- ABOARD EASTERN AIRU:NES Pl.Gt• ONE EI GNT ZE~O Y 

LEAVING TA(IIPA NINE FIFTEEN A.M. APRIL SIX LAST TO 

WASH! NGTOI, D.,c. AND HE NOTED A P~RTY OF THREE MEN SAT 
'' . . 

IN FRONT OF HIM IN REAR SECTlON OF PLANE. ONE OF THE THREE 
' 

ritEN LOOKED SIMILAR TO Hlf~fro ERIC' STARVO GALT. BASED . ' ' 

' .. 
ON INFORMATION FURNISHED THROUGH NEWS MtDIA. PHOTOS 

. OF GALT EXKBl'.l'ED TO NOY~S APRIL EIGHTEEN LAST AN& HE 

ADVISED THERE WERE SlflllLARITl!S
0

BUT NO POSITIVE 

IDENTIFlCA:TION COULD BE MADE. _THE INDIVIDUAL BELIEVE!) 
' 

SI Ml LAR POSSESSED A CASE THAT LOOKED LI KE A MUSICAL 
\ 

. END PAGE ONE 

'' 
" 
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Jlti:~ , ' - I ' 

J·{\•<1stRUMEMt cA~si, A ,oot WIDt, SIX INCKES Hiat, LENGTH 
~~t*t' ·~ / ~ ' ' /' 
~t>:~ UIKNOVN, ~ND SAVI APP~RAICE OF BEING NERVOUS ABOUT TNE . ·--~- . 

CAS'E. HE SAT ALQNGSiDE A COMPANION AND THIRD IIIAN SAT 
' 

. - IN FRONT OF THE TWO COl'IPANI ONS ABOUT THIRD ROW REAR OF 

PLANE. 

CON CORNETT, CHIEF,SUPERVISOR, EASTERN AIRLINES 

TAMPA REVIEWED·ALL RECORDS AVAILABLE, APRIL EIGHT~EN, 

LAST, ADVISING '1.GT. ONE EIGHT ZERO Y ORIGINATED IN TAMPA: 

AND SiffGLE WOMEN, SINGLE fllEN, AND ·FAMILIES WERE ABOARD. 

TEL 

two 

THREE MEN ABOARD, ~Ra-Ii_.. ... ., 

DUf1NELLON F' 

FOUR EIGHT - TWO ZERO ZERO 
~ .. ------+----·-·, -,·-··----···--

' ' ' ' 

NIN , AID FOUR EI GKT NtNE • FOUR WO THREE SIX FOR 
---"•• ....... --~-'- •••~•-•••"•••- • ~ • ·• • ••-.,~~-••••-.•-••~- w,;,<,s•'••,~••-•-~--

THE ABOVE, RE~PECTIVELY • 
i ' 

JACKSONVILLE AT DUNNELLON,FLA. CONDUCT APPROPRIATE 

I NVESTI GA TI ON TO ESTABLISH WHETHER OR NOT ANY OF ABOVE 

· I NDl VI DUALS LOOK ALI KE TO GALT• 

GALT SHOULD BE CONS! DER ED ARl'IED ANO DANGEROUS.' 
, - ' ' ' , -

END 

CORR PAGE TWO LINE SIX OXXWORD ONE SKOLD BE DON 
( ' , 

LINE TNE LAST WORD SHOULD BE EARL 
END 
l'IUWI 

FBI JACKSVLE 
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) 

FBI 

Date: 4/19/88 

' 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Transmit the following in ---------------:--:-----------;11 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

I 

Via ___ Tl __ 1_sl_T_!_PX ___ -------=n=•=•=T~---,--------~: 
(Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L------- -

TO: DDBC'IOR (IIAIL) 
u.an 

l'IIOII: JACDOl'YILLI (44-769) 

IIUBIS. 

D CII.ULOft.l UL 10 JACDOIYILLI, APRIL llwtfDlf, 

BL'lffPJI DAIii Al JOLI.OWB: 

'IOD.&T, K. C. BIGR.AY P.ATBOL T.IOOPD JWUtY L • 

WILLLUB, CATAWIU CODff, B. C., 8ll9rm.D DAIii 

UPDIDCI, ADVIID Al'TD YIDDCI Pll010GUPII OJ' DIC 

ITUYO GALT QJCB AP: llf TOD.AY'I PA.PD, TJIAT D 

UCALLD OS SIGJIT o• .&PltIL •xn LIST, •cBP 'f.U COJDJIJCTD'G 

IO.O CBBCK AT DW10K, I'. C. Bliftm •ID .OD lrID 1BDTY 

P ••. DILll IIALI DBIYDG lift'Y-FIVB OB PIJTr-lU DOIXII, 

POU1l DOOR, TDD TOD, WM l'IOPPBD AT IOAD COCK. CU 

BAD on WBITB TOP, DAU·- OB SIDIB, BOOJ) AID nun 
A10) on Rift IIOT!OII. ca BAD IIXff-llGBT l'LOBID& LICDIJI 

WITII PDJ'U on Dao • D.AIB, 
l - Cbarlotte (All) 
t: ~,,ii• ) 

t in Charge 

IOLLOUD BY l'OD oa FIVB 
SEARCHED ______ __. 

SERIALIZED ______ _ 

INDEXE-0 

FlUD--------
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DJUtl 1IOT DCALIO. aJYB& WM D GAit ALOD MD C.18 

•• IIU'flLY LO.ua» 1flft LIMMDt JIOlll&Y •m .. aa 

m:mca PIOIIIClii A YALU fttOltJM artm LlrmS. 

- IOT DCALL •.&111 OJr LICIDB. arr UIJ) IT WAI .....,_ 

... D flUI AIU AD WAI A YIU Ian •AB WJTII AIOft J'OD 

L'lftm. Llrm• JtD'UI.D na •IYD W.&I IIIPIOID Al a 

ilULAD PllOT, AD D Mm arna DAT ADLID D l'LIW 

na Alf8 l'lUVD •au 8 AbLDIB, 18T WILL DOD, WHICII 

WILLl.1111 e.ADOT DCAl,l,. ADLDB BAD ftO RAIIBI. 

• Dft Dn 9 •nn WM A IOLDID DP U RYDAL 

IOITIIASDD IDBI, DICJI W.AI DAILY ■AIKD IJl)WDQ A 

aoun nN •-- u -• CDTaAL ao•tA • 11ma,1LL1, 
YA., AD WILLIAIII AIID •Iftll WDD Ill WM IODII AD •nn 
ftA1'D D •• GeDG 'IO ft'1lll'flLL'I 10 YlllT nrw AD ... 

1'1111 GOD& 10 ~ R -...ULD, tr. YA., to Yllff 

nnna AD - DLATIYIS. D DD .., llftlOll AftGD Br 

llA8. D Dll\'IVCTD •nn Al TO BOW ft> UT OI' lfJ811W&T 

IBYDUD • l'OBTJI. 

WILLUIB ITA'DD, Al'DJl LOOK!N AT Pll01'0GUJIB O'P GALT, 
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a 44-769 
PAGB TDD 

D IS CBllTAIX T.l.&ti GALT WAS TD DBl'fD OF tBI& ca. HI 

SAID TBIU II lfO IOVBT D JIii MIJID 'l'IIAT TJII8 WAI GALT. 

BB STAT.ID TD DJUYll'S cam rm KOT Al FULL AS IS TD 

PJIOTOGRAPB. D BJ.I> SB.ARP FBATIJDS Bl> BIS FACK WAS 

XADO'DB AlfD LOllGBB TJWl Df TD PB010GllUB. D BAB A 

LOBG, RAIUIOI', POiftlll l'OSB A1ID LA'll&B BAU. l'.&CB WM LISS 

l'LBSBY TBAI' PBOTOGBDII 0-, GALT. D IIUCBIBD aifD Al 

AGB ABOUT TBIJlff, BOT LARfD RAU, n.oD' Ula, JfOT DAB, 

'IBICB 1t'AB SHORT, DCBDIJ.'G 8D llfCB Sll>RTD 'IB.A1I D 

PBOTOQltAPJl AlfD JlltVSBID ITBAIGJIT BACK. DID 1l'OT 'V'OLUIITDJt, 

IBJ'OJUIATIOJf BUT All'SUUD QlJBITIOIB. GAR I.,._IIOH OJ' 

BIIMI PDCIIB .OD IDACVLATB. WAI DLL GROOUD AD DAT. 

TIOOPD JWtYD· ·ftIGJIT, JfCBP, WAI PDSBRT AT 'J.'D ROAD 

CBICK AN~ JJUCEIDD TD CAB .AB PAD.ID GDD. Bl DID HOT 

TALI: 1t'I'l'B DBIVD, BUT BICALLBD TIOOPD lfILLIJ.MB IIDTIOBDIO 

TD ca BAD J'LOBIDA LICDBB BIGDDl'JH WIT.II ORB DBO " AlfD 

RIYD BAD All IXTRBBLY 1110:RT RAD. 

MIAMI UQUBSTD 'JO CDCI: UGISft.lTIOX DCOREB POB 

FI; ?'f j'lff OR PIFff SIX DOl1GB BE.A.IUl'G LICDEI WITB PR.DIX 

TD W DASJI, AT DOWARD CODff UT.DR TIWf J'ACeoffILLB AT 

IIVB 10 BLJ:.IlfAD DUPLICATIOJI OJ' wou, LBNTB.Y ·coamrICATIOJIS 
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a .w-1e1 
PAGI l'OD 

ua.lltDDG -UT.DD CJIJIDI, a» MDU M:Cl1tACY JrOTtJIG 

COlllffUCOUIJ AU cnun WDIIM JIYIJ UCOUI AD .AS 

JlAJI Al TIO ll)ftlll IIIIIDlll. 

CHARLOTTE AND MEMPHIS ADVISED AM. 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 
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FBI JACKSVLE 

FBI WASH DC 

407Pfl1 URGENT 4•19•68 .SAA 
. TO ALL SACS 

FROM DIRECTOR 4P 

MURKI N 

THE F'OLLOWI NG PRESS RELEASE HAS JUST BEEN ISSUED AT 

WASHINGTON THJS, AFTERNOON AND YOU ARE AUTHORIZED TO MAKE IT 

IMMEDIATELY AVAi LABLE TO· TH-E LEAD I NG NEWSPAPERS AND RAD! 0 

A ND TV STA TI ONS IN YOUR DI VI SI ON • EVERY EFFORT MUST BE f'lfA DE 

, TO INSm£ REPEATED AND WIDESPREAD ~ISTRIBUTION ·OF THIS 

INFORMATION. COP.JES OF THE 1968 PHOTOGRAPH OF SUBJECT 

. ALREADY IN YOUR POSSESSION A'ND WANTED FLYERS S"OULD ALSO BE 

MA DE AVAi LABl,,E TO MEDIA CONTACTS. NO ELABORATION 

WHATSOEVER K\Y BE MADE'REGARDlNG THIS RELEASE. ADDITIONAL 

·"• INSTRUCTIONS REGARDING 
1
INVESTIGATIVE LEADS WILL FOLLOW \ . 

SHORTLY. 

I, 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE TWO 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

APRIL 19, 1968 

ATTORNEY GENERAL MSEY CLARK ANNOUNCED TODAY THAT THE 
' 

FBI HAS I DENTI FI ED JAMES EA L RAY, AN ESCAPEE FROM. THE MISSOURI 

STATE PEN! TENTIARY, AS ERi STARVO GALT, AGAINST WHOM A FEDERAL 

COMPLAINt WAS FILED LAST EDNES~AY IN CONNECTION WITH THE FATAL 

SHOOTING OF THE REVEREND R. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

DIRECTOR J. EDG R HOOVER SAID THAT A SYSTEMATIC AND 

EXHAUSTIVE SEARCH OF LATENT FINGERPRINTS UNCOVERED IN THE DR. KING 

CASE AGAINST THE FI NGERPRI MTS OF THE OVE~ 53,000 PERSONS FROM WHOM 

"WANTED 1NOTICES" HAVE BEEN POSTED IN THE FILES OF THE FBI~S IDENT• 

IFICATIOlf OIVISI'oN LED TO THE DETERMINATION tHAT GALT ANO R~Y. 

ARE I DEN Tl CAL• 

flR • HOOVER SAi D THAT RAY, WHO IS 40 YEARS OF AGE, _WAS 

. REPORTED Ml SSI NB FROM THE Ml SSOURI STATE PENitENTIARY AT JEFFERSON 
I . . . . 

CITY, ~ISSOURI, SINCE APRIL 23, 1967. HE HAD BEEN RECEIVED AT THAT 

I NSTlTUTI Otf Ort MARQf I 7, 1960, TO SERVE A 20•YEAR SENTEffC! 

FOLLOWING CONVICTION IN sr. LOUIS FOR ARMED ROBBERY AND FOR .,,,,... 

OPERATING A MOTOR VEHICLE WITHOUT PERMISSION OF THE OWNER. 

. ' 
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' 
PAGE THREE 

1,' I~ SEPTEMBER, 1966• WHILE SERVIN~ THIS SENTENCE, HE WAS 

: CONFINED FOR A TIME IN THE MAXIMUM SECURITY. WARD AT THE STATE HOSPITAL 

AT FULTON, Ml SSOUl,U • 

ACCOR DI NG TO MR. lfOOVER, RAY HAS A KNOWN ARREST RECORD 
1 DA Tl NG BACK TO 1949. PRIOR TO THE 1960 CONVICT I ON FOR WHICH KE 

' 

RECEIVED THE 20•YEAR TERM 9 RAY HAD BEEN CONVICTED OF BURGLARY IN 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORllA, IN 1949J. ARMED ROBBERY IN CHICAGO, 

ILLINOIS, IN 1952; AND frORGING UNITED STATES POSTAL MONEY ORDERS 

IN MISSOURI IN ·1955. 

HE HA-S· SERVED TERMS IN THE LOS ANGELES COUNTY JAIL. IN 

1949J IN STATE PRiso,s AT JOLIET AND PONTIAC, ILLINOIS, IN 1952•54; 

AND IN THE FEDERAL PENITENTIARY AT LEAVENWORTH, KANSAS, IN 1955•58. 

RAY WAS AN ENLISTED 1'1AN IN THE UNI TED STATES ARMY FROM 

.FEBRUARY, 1946, TO PECEIWIBER, 1948, AT WHICH TIME HE WAS GtVEN A 

, GENERAL DI $CHARGE DUE TO INEPTNESS AND LACK. OF' ADAPTABlLI TY FOR 

MILITARY SERVICE. WI LE IN THE ARMY• HE RECEIVED A THREE•MONTH 

SENTENCE AT HARD LABOR VOR BEING DRUNK ANO BREAKING ARREST. 

MR. HOOVER SAID THAT OURING HIS CRIMINAL CAR ER, RAY 

HAS ALSO USED THE NAMES OF JAME MCBRl DE,· JAMES W (.JON, w. C. 
, --(,'"c,'-"""""<'?!'t~ .-,,,,;.;,-,..-:--,;il~;'•ll{"tffl't-~"~~·~- ~ ., , ~ 

HER ON AND JAflJES O CONNER. WHITE MALEJ C AIMS TO HAVE 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE FOllt 

\ BEEN BORN~----~' IN lLLINOISJ IS APPROXIMATELY 5 FEET 

10 INCHES TALL AND WEIGHS ABOUT 163 TO 174 POUNDS. HE HAS BLUE. 

EYES AND BROWN HAIR• TH'ERE I~ A SMALL SCAR ON THE CENTER OF 
I 

HIS FOREHEAD AND A SCAR ON THE. PALM OF HIS RI GMT HAND. 

RAY HAS CLAIMED THAT H£ ATTENDED SCHOOL'THROUGH THE 

10TH GRADE IN ALTON, ILLINOIS.·. HE HAS HA·D THE REPUTATION OF' 

BEING A •oRIF'TER" SINCE LEAVING SCHOOL. HIS VOCATIONAL EXPER• 
1 

IENCE INCl,.UDES WORKING AS A BAKER, LABORER .AND COLOR PIATCHtR. 

IN CONNECTION WITH HIS ESCAPE FROM THE MISSOURI STATE 

PENITENTIARY, AN FBI COMPLAINT WAS FILED IN JEFFERSON CITY, 

IWIISSOURI, ON JULY 20, 1967, CHARGING RAY WITH UNLAWFULLY FLEEING 

FROM THE STATE or MISSOURI TO AVOID CONFINEMENT. HE HAS BEEN A 

FEDERAL FUGITIVE· SINCE THEN• 

RAY SHOULD BE CONSIDER ED ARMED AND EX~"EMELY DANGEROUS. 

ANYONE HAVING INFORMATION CONCERNING HIM SHOULD IMMEDIATELY 

CONTACT FBI HF.ADQUARTERS IN WASHINGTON, D. C., OR THE NEAREST 

FBI OFFICE. 

END 

PltM 

FBI JACKSVLE 
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h25PM IMMEDIATE 4•19•'68 LLD 

·;_ TO ALL SACSEXCEPT KANSAS CITY t\ ANCHORAGE, HON.OLULU AND SAN JUAN 

MESSAG~ RELAY PLAN 

FROM DIRECTOR 5P 

MURKIN. OOt MEMPHIS. 

" •.JAMES EARL RAY, AKA·. EARL JAMES. RAY, W. C. HERRON, EARL JAMES, 

. JAMES MC B~IDE, JAMES O'CONNER,JAMES WAL.TON, JAMES WALYON, JIM 

-. FUGITIVE1 UFAC·• ROBBERY FIRST, BUFILE 88•41730. OOtKANSAS 

CI TY, KC Fl LE· 88-9'4491 DETER MI NED TODAY BY BUREAU TO BE IDENTICAL 
, ·-, - I 

WITH ERIC STARVO GALT, AGAINST WHOM FEDERAL COMPLAINT FILED APRIL 
' . 

SEVENTEEN.LAST IN CONNECTION WITH FATAL SHOOTING OF DR. MARTIN 

LUTHER KING JR. 

JAMES EARL RAY, INMATE, MISSOURI STATE PENITENTIARY, JEFFERSON 

CITY,- MO., .. ESCAPED PEN APRIL TWO THREE, SIXTY•SEVEN. INVESTIGATION 
\ 

INDtCAtED RAY CONCEALED HIMSELF ~N A BREAD BOX AND ESCAPED FROM 

TRUCK MAKI NG DELI VERY TO AN AUXILIARY FARM. RAY WAS ·SERVING TWENTY 

YEARS ON CHARGE OF ARMED ROBBERY - FIRST DEGREE AND FOR OPERATING 
' · A VDU CLE WI TKOUT OWNER •s CONSENT• ON JULY TWENTY, SIXTY•SE~EN, 

ENO PAGE ONE 

' I 

SERIALIZE!i..'. , < 'FILE 

APRft019 

r .. 
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PAGE two 

. , FEDERAL COMPLAINT AUTHORIZED BY AUSA WILLIAPI A. KITCHEN, WESTERN 

,DISTRICT OF MISSOURI, KANSAS CITY, MO., FILED B~FORE USC,, JEFFERSON 

CITY, MO., CHARGING RAY WITH VIOLATION' TITLE° EIGHTEEN, SECTION ONE 

ZERO SEVEN' THREE, use. WAR~ANT ISSUED. 

INVESTIGATION HAS BEEN CONDUCTED av·CHtCAGO, SPRINGFIELD, sr. 
LOUiS, AND KANSAS CITY OFFICES IN UNPRODUCTIVE EFFORT TO LOCATE THIS 

FUGITIVE. KANSAS CI TY IS I NSTI TOTI NG A FULL AND COMPLDTE 

REINVESTIGATION IN AN EFFORt TO DEVELOP BACKGROUND DATA, RELATIVES, 

AND ASSOCIATES OF SUBJECT, WHO MIGHT BE IN A POSITION .TO ASSIST IN 

HI S LOCA TI ON • . 

IN THIS CONNECT! ON, JAMES. EARL RAY AND WALTER TERRY RI FE ON 

MARCH SEVEN, FI FTY•FIVE, BURGLARIZED THE U. s. POST OFFICE AT 

KELLERVI LLE, I LL., AND STOLE SIXTY-SIX BLANK U. s. POSTAL MONEY 

ORDERS WHICH THEY PASSED DURING MARCH, FIFTY-FIVE, IN NUMEROUS 

STATES, WITH THE RESULT THAT BOTH WERE SENTENCED IN u.s.o.c., 
KANSAS CITY, PIO., ON JllLY ONE, FIFTY•FIVE, TO USP, LEAVENWORTH, 

END PAGE TWO 
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~tr, : - · · 

f"icllNSAS •. SUBJECT RAY HAS BEEN DESCRIBED AS A LONER AND RI.FE 

~- _ APPARENTLY IS ONE OF HIS FEI,. CLOSE ASSOCIATES, SUGGESTING POSSIB.ILITY 

THEEY' COULD HAVE BEEN ASSOCIATES lN MURDER OF· DR. KING, AND 

INVESTIGATION ALSO 1NSTITUTED lN KANSAS CI'TY AIRTEL TO SPR1NGFIELD 

'MARCH ELEVEN LAST TO DEVELOP BACKGROUND INFO RE RIFE AND TO LOCATE 

; .. 

- HIM FOR INTERVIEW. Y.HIS INVESTIGATIOM SHOULD ALSO BE RECOVERED AND 

EXPEDITED TODAY, If BEING NOTED RIFE AND RAY HAVt BACKGROUND HISTORY 
• 

IN THE QUINCY, ILL., AR~. PHOTOS OF JAMES EARL RAY AND/WALTER TP.9 
FORWARDED AMSD TO BUREAU AND AtL OFFICES. . ~ ' 

FOLLOW! NG IS DESCRlPTI ON OF JAMES EARL RAY AS FURNISHED BY FBI 

IDENTIF'lCATION DIVISION Urt:DER FBI NO •. THREE ZERO SIX FOUR FOUR THREE 

At . WHITE MALE, DOB '@T 

D.ECATUR, QUINCY OR ALTON, ILL.I APPROXIMA,TELY FIVE FEET TENI ONE 

SEVEN FOUR LBS., IN SEPTEMBER SIXTY•SlXJ RUDDY COMPLEXIONJ BLUE EYES1 

BROWN HARi I MEDI UM BUILD; OCCUPATIONS LABORER AND BAKER; SCARS AND 

MARKS••SMALL SCAR ON CENTER OF FOREHEAD AND SCAR -IN PALM OF RIGJ\T HAND. 

ADDRESSES••ST .. LOUIS, MO., WIRCH SIXTY, T~O ZERO ONE FIVE PARK, 

sr. LOUIS, PIO., OCTOBER FIFTYNINE1 QUINC.Y, ILL., JULY FIFTT•FIVE, 

MARCH FIFTY•FHVE, AND APRIL FIFTYI HOTEL QUINCY, QUINCY. 

END PAGE THREE 

; I 

\ 
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PAGE· FOUR 

ILL., MARCH FIFTY•FIVEJ. VICTOR HOTEL, ~QUINCY,. ILL., MARCH F'IFTY•FIVEJ 

, EIGHT FIVE THREE WEST FULLERTON, CHICAGO, ILL., MAY FIFTY•TWOJ EIGHT 

ZERO FIVE ALBY· STREET, ALTON, ILL., JULY FIFTY•ONE. FPC••SIXTEEN, 

MOVER M• NINE OVER FOUR, U OVER W, 000 OVER IOI, TWELVE, REF NINE 

OVER TWELVE. NCIC FPC--ONE SIX ONE THREE ONE ONE ZERO ZERO ONE TWO 

OIE TWO I I ONE TWO I I ONE SEVEN. MILITARY RECORD••JAPIES EARL RAY, 

• , SN ·oNE SIX ONE SIX THREE ONE TWO HINE,· ENLISTED u. s. ARMY F~BRUARY 
I 

FORTY-SIX, AT EAST sr. LOUIS, ILL., AND SERVED ON ACTIVE DUTY UNTIL 

'DECEMBER TWENTY•TMREE·, FORTY•EIGHT, AT WHICH TIME GIVEN GENERAL 

DISCHARGE AS PRIVATE FIRST CLASS AT CAMP Kl.LMER, N. J •• BY REASONc 

OF INEPTNESS AND .LACK OF ADAPTABILITY FOR MILITARYSERVICE. RECORDS 

ALSO INDICATE HE RECEIVED TREATMENT FOR GONORRHEA AND SYPHILIS WHILE 

A MEMBER OF THE MILI.TARY. 

FOLLOWING IS A DESCRIPTION OF WALTER. TERRY RIFE, FBI NO. 

END PAGE FOUR 
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' .:-· 
e.\GE JI VE 

FOUR FIVE FIVE EIGHT SEVEN SIX SIX, AS OBTAINED FROM FILES OF USP, 

LEAVENWORTH: WHITE MALE, AGE FORTY•FOUR, DOB 
L___-----~ 

~---~ , FI VE FEET NI NE AND ONE HALF, ONE SIX ONE LBS•, BROWN 

HAIR, EYES BLUE GRAY• 

KANSAS CITY IS SETTING OUT ALL PERTINENT LEADS TODAY BY 

TELETYPE AND TELEPHONE FOLLOWED UP BY TELETYPE CONFIRMATION. 

ALL LEADS MUST BE COVERED WITHIN TWENTY-FOUR HOURS WITH BUREAU, 

KANSAS CITY, ANO-MEMPHIS BEING KEPT ADVISED BY APPROPRIATE 

COMMUNICATION OF PERTINENT DEVELOPMENTS. 

SUGGEST BUREAU MAKE IMMEDIATE COMPARISON OF ANY LATENT 

FINGERPRINTS DEVELOPED DURING KING INVESTIGATION WITH THOSE 

OF WALTER TERRY RI FE TO DETERMINE IF IDENTICAL. 

AIR MAI l COP! ES SENT A NCH ORA GE, HONOLULU @ND SAN JUAN• 

LEGAT MEXICO CITY AND OTTAWA ADVISED. 

SBJECT RAY HAS BEEN CONVICTED OF ROBBERY WI TH DEADLY 

WEAPON, HAS BEEN CONFINED IN STATE HOSPITAL, FULTON, MO., IN 

SIXTY-SIX, AND SHOULD BE CONSIDERED ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 

•P• 

CORR: PAGE THREE FIRST PARA 2ND TO LAST LINE SHD READ PHOTOS OF 

JAMES EARL RAY AND WALTER RXXXXXX TERRY RIFE ARE BEING 

JNKCH 

FBI JKSN Ml SS 

JA RCM 

FBI JACKSVLE 

TP DGP 

FBI TAMPA 

MO LPB 

FBI MOBILE 

NO WHO 

RU, N,iW ~- LS · _.,.0. 
\, .. 

I 

TU Ct.RWX I 

r 

.:. 
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FBI 

Date: 4-19-68 

Transmit the following in --------------=-----::--,--------; 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via _____ T_E.....;L=E_T_YP_E ___ ------=UR=-=G=E=N-=-=T'-----,-------------1 
(Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L-------

TO: 

FROM: 

MURKIN 

COLUMBIA(44-299) 

JACKSONVILLE (44-769) (P) 

RE COLUMBIA TELETYPE APRIL EIGHTEEN, LAST, RE SUSPECT 

DRIVING AUTO CONTAINING TAG NUMBER FOUR FIVE W - ONE FIVE 

SEVEN THREE, STATE UNKNOWN. 

MVB, FLORIDA, REFLECTS ABOVE TAG REGISTERED TO ~M. SMITH, 

STARKE, FLORIDA, FOR NINETEEN FIFTYNINE CHEVROLET, FOUR DOOR. 

SMITH RESPECTED CITIZEN IN COMMUNITY ACCORDING TO SHERIFF AND 

STATES HIS AUTO HAS NOT BEEN OUT OF THE STATE FOR SEVERAL 

MONTHS. 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 

15) 

TJW:blm 
( 1) 

l 

Approved: --"--\-____:;.~.,__ ____ _ Sent 
Specia · ent in Charge 

' :-1'., 

" . .,.p~ ·~- ,,J..(: ":-~,.~ .,,r,,; 
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i4~C.k ·, i4AlCM ¥4 '¥~,.~, w•• ·• ' .. ·, ·::a . 
· · d:}I'~ iRev. 5-22-64) 

Q -
~ 

FBI 

Date: 4/19/68 

Transmit the following in ______________________ __, 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via ___ T_E_L_E_T_Y_P_E ______ U_R_G_E_N_T ______ -----,,------------1 

(Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L-------
TO: NEWARK 

FROM: JACKSONVILLE (44-769) 

MURKIN, 00 MEMPHIS. 

RE SUSPECT EDWARD C. TREICH. 

PCI ARTHUR M. CORBITT (PROTECT IDENTITY), MANAGER, CUT­

RATE CAB CO., MAYPORT, FLA., ADVISED TODAY THAT AT FIVE TEN 

P.M. APRIL FOURTEEN LAST, HE RENTED A NINETEEN SIXTYEIGHT 

DODGE TO INDIVIDUAL WHO IDENTIFIED HIMSELF WITH A NEW JERSEY 

DRIVERS LICENSE T SEVEN THREE TWO THREE ONE NINE TWO SIX 

THREE ZERO EIGHT THREE ONE TWO, AND SHELL CREDIT CARD NUMBER 

EIGHT SEVEN TWO FOUR FOUR THREE TWO ZERO FIVE, AS EDWARD C. 

TREICH, ONE ELEVEN CHERRY LA., BASKING RIDGE, N. J., HOME 

PHONE SEVEN SIX SIX - THREE NINE SIX EIGHT, BUSINESS PHONE 

SIX FOUR TWO - TWO ZERO EIGHT TWO. CAR RETURNED FIVE FIFTY 

P.M. APRIL SIXTEEN LAST, AFTER BEING DRIVEN THIRTYTHREE MILES. 

PCI STATES TREICH HAD LARGE ROLL OF ONE HUNDRED DOLLAR BILLS 

IN HIS SOCK, REMOVED ONE FROM THE ROLL AND PAID RENTAL COST 

OF THIRTYTWO DOLLARS, TEN CENTS IN CASH. 

1 - Memphis (AM) 

Sent 
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FBI 

Date: 

Transmit the following in -----------:=--------=--------,:-:-----------1 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via _________ _ 

(Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L-------
JK 44-769 

PAGE TWO 

TREICH STATED HIS PERSONAL CAR HAD BROKEN DOWN WHILE 

HE WAS TRAVELING NORTH ON IR NINETYFIVE NEAR JACKSONVILLE 

BEACH, FLA. CORBITT STATES TREICH CLOSELY RESEMBLES PHOTO 

OF ERIC STARVO GALT WHICH APPEARED IN LOCAL NEWSPAPERS 

APRIL EIGHTEEN LAST. 

NEWARK AT BASKING RIDGE, N. J., ATTEMPT TO LOCATE 

EDWARD C. TREICH AND DETERMINE IF IDENTICAL WITH GALT. 

p 

Approved: ___________ _ Sent ______ M Per ______ _ 

Special Agent in Charge 
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) 

FBI 

Date: 4/19/68 

Transmit the following in --------,----------------i 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

TSLBffP:I UBGDT 
Via ________ -----------,-------~ 

(Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L------- -

10: 

no■: 

DIUC10B, (IIAIL) (44-28861) 
B0810H (157-644) 

JACDOffILLK (44-769) 

IIIJBKil( • 

U 808101' TBL, APRIL HIDT.ID, LAST. 

U 81JIPJICT BBUCB COCB!Wf. 

FUR'tBBll l1ffBSTIGATIOH, GUD COVU 8PBIBG8, FIDBIDA, 

INCLUDING PUBLIC SOUJtCU, IRJ>IVIDUALS J'AIIILIAR '11TB MOIT 

BIIIDDT8 IB COIIIIURITY AKO DIGBBOBBOOD,BOUD no, GDBJI' 

COVB SPBllfGI, FAILBD 10 LOCAT:I AMYOD DO'IIMG IUSPJET. 

IOUDBTD (PllOT.ICT IDDTITY), LOCAT.ID CIWIGB OF 

ADDIBIS :roa COCBJlAK DATBD APRIL TBIRTBD, LABT, 10 GBDBAL 

DBLIVBBY, BAYJIOKD, D'I BAllPSBIU. 

808101( ATl'DPT 10 IDDTIJ'Y OOCHJWf. IIBIIPBIS ADVIIBD All • 

.ABUD AJfD D.UG:IBOUI • 

1 - Bureau (All) 
1 - llem.phia (A■) 
TJ'l:cag 
(3) 

5·J ! ./ .n Sent _ff__.__=,..,-- M 
I Per~--+------
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FBI 

Date: 4-19-68 

Transmit the following in --------------.,-,---------, 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via ___ T_E_L_E_T_YP_E __ _ URGENT 
(Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L-------
TO: 

FROM: 

MURKIN 

DIRECTOR (MAIL) 
MEMPHIS 

JACKSONVILLE (44-769) 

RE SUSPECTS: EARL HARTLEY, W.C. HARTLEY, AND I. SANDERS; 

RE TAMPA TEL TO DIRECTOR TODAY. 

TODAY REVIEW OF DUNNELLON, FLORIDA, TELEPHONE DIRECTORIES 

REFLECT TELEPHONE NUMBERS FOUR EIGHT NINE - TWO ZERO NINE ONE, 

TWO ZERO ZERO NINE, FOUR TWO THREE SIX, PROPERLY REGISTERED TO 

INDIVIDUALS IN ORDER CAPTIONED. TODAY BETTY LEONHARDT, CITY 

CLERK, DUNNELLON, FLORIDA, ADVISED THREE CAPTIONED INDIVIDUALS 

WELL KNOWN BY HER AND EACH IS EMPLOYED BY OCALA PERCISION 

INSTRUMENTS, AND THEY TRAVEL FREQUENTLY BY COMMERCIAL AIR. 

LEONHARDT OBSERVED PHOTOGRAPH OF ERIC STARVO GALT AND ADVISED 

IT DOES NOT RESEMBLE ANY OF THE CAPTIONED INDIVIDUALS. 

~ BIRMINGHAM .AND TAMPA ADVISED AIRMAIL. 
U,,L \)/ft:!/f'S-vAI V /lie 

1 - Birmingham (AM) 
1 - Tampa (AM) 
VlMB :blm 
(3)J;t,-tJ 

().~C' { .. ,, .. f \. J j ~v., 
Approved: _.,..... -'-'-~------- Sent ~ Per --'-------

Special Aqent in Cheree 
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'_( 

FBI JACKSVLE 

FBI TAMPA 

1010 

PM URGENT 4/19/68 ALS 

TO DIRECTOR (44•38861>, MEMPHIS C44•L987) AND JACKSONVILLE (44•769) 

FROM TAMPA (157•3231) 

MURK! N; CR• OOt ME. 

EDWARD A JOYNER, FOUR ZERO ONE SEVEN VASCONIA, TAMPA, FLORIDA, 

ADVISED TODAY THAT ON FOUR FIVE SIXTYEIGHT PICKED UP HITCHHIKER, 

SOUTH OF UNIVERSITY OF\FLORIDA, GAINESVILLE, FLA. ON ROUTE FOUR FOUR 

ONE AND DROPPED HIM OFF AT CORNER OF BROADWAY AND PI NE STREETS,- · 

OCALA, FLA. JoYNER STATED HITCHHIKER, NAME UNKNOW, FAC ALLY 

RESEMBLES ERIC GALT AND CLOSELY RESEMBLES PHOTO OF JAME RAY SEEN 

ON TV THIS DATE. JOYNER. STA TED FURN I SHED NA ME OF JOHN GORE, ONE 
·F'--" .... ; • • ··•·~,se,,f>-' , .__,,..---·.• 

THREE EIGHT FIVE NORTHLAND, MT. DORA, FLA., TO HITCHHI 

EXPRESSED INTEREST IN JOINING COUNTRY BAND. 

JACKSONVILLE CONTACT JOHNNY GORE,. ONE THREE EIGHT F'I VE NORTHLAND, 

MT• DORA, FLA• FOR I NFORMA TI ON RE HITCHHIKER WHO RESEM LES SUBJECT. 

JAMES EARL RAY AKA, SHOULD BE CONSIDERED ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 

END 

TN 

FBI JACKSVLE 

c/~~I,~~ 
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,, 

FBI JAC.KSVLE 

FBI MIAMI 

1123PM IMMEDIATE 4•19-68 LLD 1 

TO ALL.t SACSEX_CEPT KANSAS CITY, ANCHORAGE, HONOLULU AND SAN JUAN 

MESSAGE RELAY PLAN 

FRpM DIRECTOR 5P 

MURKIN. 00> MEMPHIS. 

JAMES EARL RAY, AKA. EARL JAMES RAY, • C •.HERRON, EARL JAMES, 

JAME~ MC BRIDE, JAMES o·coNNER, JAM WALTON, JAMES WALYON, JIM 

- FUGITIVE; UFAC • ROBBERY FIRST, 00: KANSAS 

CI TY, KC FI LE 88•9449; TODAY BY BUREAU TO BE IDENTICAL 

WITH ERIC STARVO GALT, AGAINST OM FEDERAL COMPLAINT FILED APRIL 

SEVENTEGN LAST It' CONNECT! ON W TH FATAL SHOOTt'NG OF DR• MARTIN 

LUTHER KING, JR. 

JAMES EARL RAY, t'NMATE, MISSOURI STATE PENITENTIARY, JEFFERSON 

CITY, MO., ESCAPED PEN APRIL TWO THREE, SIXTY-SEVEN. INVESTIGATION 

INDICATED RAY CONCEALED HIMSELF IN A-BREAD BOX AND ESCAPED FROM 

TRUCK MAKING DELIVERY TO AN ~UXILIARY FARM. RAY WAS SERVING TWENTY 

YEARS ON CHARGE OF ARMED ROBBERY - FIRST DEGREE AND FOR OPERATING A 

VEHICLE WITHOUT OWNER•s CONSENT. ON JULY TWENTY, SIXTY-SEVEN, 

END PAGE ONE 

J-/ -r-/69' - r,; ~ 
SEARCHED --,--,.....IN DE 
SERIALIZEDk~.;;;.Fll 

- -, r-. - ' 
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fA,GE TWO 

FEDERAL COMPLAINT AUTHORIZED BY AUSA WILLIAM A. KITCHEN, WESTERN 

DISTRICT OF Ml SSOURI , KANSAS CI TY, MO•, FI LED BEFORE USC, JEFFERSON 

CITY, MO., CHARGING RAY WITH VIOLATION TITLE EIGHTEEN, SECTION ONE 

ZERO SEVEN THREE, use. WARRANT ISSUED. 

INVESTIG"TION HAS BEEN CONDUCTED BY CHICAGO, SPRINGFIELD, ST. 

LOUIS, AND KANSAS -CITY OFFICES IN UNPRODUCTIVE EFFORT TO LOCATE THIS 
. , 

FUGITIVE. KANSAS CITY IS INSTITUTING A FULL AND COMPLETE 

REINVESTIGATION IN AN EFFORT TO DEVELOP BACKGROUND/ DATA, RGLATIVES, 

AND ASSOCIATES OF SUBJECT, WHO MIGHT BE IN A POSITION TO ASSIST IN 

HI S L OCA Tl ON • 

IN THIS CONNECT! ON, JAMES EARL RAY AND WALTER TERR RI FE ON 

MARCH SEVEN, FIFTY-FIVE, BURGLARIZED THE U. s. POST OF ICE AT 

-KELLERVILLE, ILL., AND STOLE SIXTY•SIX BLANK U. s. POS AL MONEY 
! 

ORDERS WHICH THEY PASSED DURING MARCH, FIFTY-FIVE, IN NUMEROUS 

STATES, WI TH THE RESULT THAT BOTH 
I 

WERE SEN-TENCED IN U.S.D .c., 
KANSAS CITY, MO., ON JULY ONE, FIFTY•FIVE, TO U$P, LEAVENWORTH, 

END PAGE TWO 
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1<ANSAS. SUBJECT RAY HAS BEEN DESCRIBED AS A LONER AND RIF€ 

APPARENTLY IS ONE OF HIS FEW CLOSE ASSOCIATES, SUGGESTING POSSIBILITY 

THEY COULD HAVE BEEN ASSOCIATES IN, MURDER OF DR. KING, ANO 
I 

INVESTIGATION ALSO INSTITUTED IN KANSAS C·ITY AIRTEL TO SPRINGFIELD 

MARCH ELEVEN LAST TO DEVELOP BACKGROUND INFO RE RIFE AND TO LOCATE 

HIM FOR !INTERVIEW. THIS lNVESTIGATlON.SHOULD ALSO BE RECOVERED AND 

EXPEDITED TODAY, IT BEING NOTED RIFE AND R~Y HAVE BACKGROUND HISTORY 

IN THE QUI NcY, ILL,, AREA. 

PHOTOS OF JAMES EARL RAY AND WALTER TERRY RI FE ARE BEING 

FORWARDED AMSD TO BUREAU- AND. ALL OFFICES. 
, 

FOLLOW! NG IS DESCRlPTI ON OF JAMES EARL RAY AS FURNISHED BY FBI 
\ 

IDENTIFICATION DIVISION UNDER FBI NO. THREE ZERO SIX FOUR Ai'OUR THREE -

A I WHITE MALG, DOB , AT 

. DECATUR, QUINCY OR ALTON, ILL.I APPROXIMATELY FIVE FEET TENJ ONE 

SEVEN FOUR LBS., IN SEPTEMBER SIXTY-SIX; RUDDY- C·OMPLEXION; BLUE EYES; 

BROWN HARl; MEDIUM BUILDI OCCUPATIONS LABORER AND BAKER; SCARS ANO 

MARKS••SMALL SCAR ON CENTER OF' FOREHEAD AND SCAR IN PALM OF' RIGHT HAND. 

ADDRESSES••ST. LOUIS, MO., MARCH SIXTY, TWO ZERO ONE FIVE PARK, 

ST. LOUIS, MO., OCTOBER FIFTYNINE; QUINCY, ILL., JULY FIFTY-FIVE, 

MARCH FIFTY•FlVE, AND APRIL FIFTY; HOTEL QUINCY, QUINCY. 

END PAGE THREE 
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. PAGE FOUR 

ILL., MARCH FIFTY-FIVE; vicTOR HOTEL, QUINCY, ILL.,, MARCH FIFTY-FIVE; 

,EIGHT FIVE THREE WEST FULLERTON, CHICAGO, ILL., MAY F'IFTY•TWO; EIGHT 

. ZERO FIVE ALBY STREET, ALTON, ILL., JULY FIFTY-ONE. FPC••SIXTEEN, 

M OVER M, Nt'NE OVER FdtJR,' U OVER w, 000 OVER IOI, TWELVE, REF NINE 

OVER TWELVE. NCI C FPC••ONE SIX ONE THREE ONE ONE ZERO ZERO ONE TWO 

ONE TWO I I ONE TWO I I ONE SEVEN. MILITARY RECORD••JAMES EARL RAY, 
. . . 

SN ONE SIX ONE SIX THREE ONE TWO NINE, ENLISTED U. s. ARMY FEBRUARY 

F'ORTY•SIX, AT EAST ST. LOUIS{ ILL., AND SERVEb ON ACTIVE DUTY UNTIL 

DECEMBER TW!NTY·•THREE, FORTY-EIGHT, AT WHICH TIME GIVEN GENERAL 

DISCHARGE AS PRIVATE Fl RST CLASS AT CAMP Kl LMER, N • J •, BY REASON 

OF INEPTNESS AND LACK OF ADAPTABILITY .FOR MILITARYSERVICE. RECORDS 
1 ALSO lNDI.CATF; HE RECEIVED TREATMENT FOR GONORRHEA AND sYPHILIS WHILE 

A MEMS !ft OF TJ,f E MI LI T ARY • 

FOLLOWING. IS A DESCRIPTION OF WALTER TERRY RirE, FBI NQ. 

END PA GE FOUR 
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PAGE FI VE 

FOUR FIVE FIVE EIGHT SEVEN SIX srx, AS OBTAINED FROM FILES. OF USP, 

LEAVENWORTH: WHITE MLE, AGE FORTY•FOUR, DOB 
L___,_ __ ---~ 

~---~ 
, FI VE FEET NI NE AND ONE HALF, ONE SIX ONE LBS•, BROWN 

HAIR, EYES BLUE GRAY. 

KANSAS CITY IS SETTING OUT ALL PERTINENT LEADS TODAY BY 

TELETYPE AND TELEPHONE FOLLOWED UP BY TELETYP
1

E CONFIRMATION• 

ALL LEADS IWIUST BE COVERED WITHIN TWENTY-FOUR HOURS WltH BURE'AU, 

KANSAS CITY, AND MEMPHIS BEING KGPT ADVISED BY APPROPRIATE 

COMMUN! CA TI ON OF PERTINENT D.EVELOPMENTS • 

SUGGEST BUREAW MAKE IMMEDIATE COMPARISON OF ANY LATENT 

FINGERPRINTS DEVELOPED DURING KIN'G INVESTIGATION WITH THOSG 

OF WALTER TERRY RIFE TO DETERMINE IF IDENTICAL. 
AIR MAIL COPIES SENT ANCHORAGE, HONOL.ULU AND SAN JUAN. 

LEGAT MEXICO CITY AND OTTAWA ADVISED. 

SUBJECT RAY HAS BEEN CONVICTED OF ROBBERY WITH DEADLY 

WEAPON, HAS BEEN CONFINED IN STATE HOSPITAL, FULTON, MO., IN 

SIXTY•SIX, AND• SHOULD BE CONSIDER ED ARMED AND DANGEROUS• 

END 

TXN 

•P• 

FBI JACKSVLE 

·@ 
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TO 

FROM 

OPTIONAL FORM NO. tO 
MAY 1962 EDITION 
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6 

UNITED STATES GO~RNMENT 

Memorandum 
SAC, JACKSONVILLE {44-769) 

SA DONALD C. RILEY 

DATE: 4/18/68 

SUBJECT: MURKIN 
CR 

i 
5010-108.01 

(00: ME) 

The following sources and individuals were 
contacted on the dates set forth for any information 
identifiable with ERIC STARVO GALT, aka John Willard, 
with negative resultsi 

DCR;cag 
(2)~ 

Daytona Beach PD 
MAY BENNER 
4/11/68 

Volusia County SO 
Deputy Sheriff ROBERT MUNSON 
4.,ll/68 

Credit Bureau of Daytona Beach 
PAULINE SHEPPARD 
4/11/68 

Credit Bureau of New Smyrna Beach 
PAULINE SHEPPARD 
4/11/68 

New Smyrna Beach PD 
Sgt. GEORGE MONTGOMERY 

Florida Power and Light 
BILL KING 
4/11/68 

0. E. MERCER 
DeLand PD 
4/11/68 

Credit Bureau of DeLand 
MABEL CLIFTON 
4/11/68 

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 
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JK 44-769 

_ The following Directories were checked with 
negative results on 4/11/68~ 

Current Greater Daytona Beach City Directory 

Greater Daytona Beach Telephone Directory 

Greater New Smyrna Beach City Directory 

Greater New Smyrna Beach Telephone Directory 

Greater DeLand, Florida, Area City Directory 

Greater DeLand, Florida, Telephone Directory 

On 4/15/68, the following individuals were 
contacted at their respective agencies concerning ERIC 

STARVO GALT with negative results: 

Arthur Murray Dance Studios 
408 Seabreeze 
J. PARNELL 

Grady & Louise 
545 Mason 
GRADY WILLIAMSON, JR. 

Helyn's Villa 
1216 Ridgewood Avenue 
Holly Hill, Florida 
HELEN ALTA VILLA 

2 
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0-9 (Rev. 5-22-64) 

FBI 

Date: 

Transmit the foHowing in ----------------------------­
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via ___ a_i_r_t_e_· _l _______ _ air aail 

To: SAC, Jacksonville (44-769) 

Fro■ : Director, FBI (44-38861) 

IIUIUCD' 

Beurairtel 4•18-68. 

(Priority) 

Submitted aajor case prints of saapect CLYDE ComtTDY are 
not identical with latent i■pre■eiou previously reported reaai.ning 
unidentified in this case. 

Submitted prints and photograph retained Identification 
Division. 

2 - •eapbis (44-1987) 

' y'.Y'.- 7<:'1 J 6 f 
SEARCHt:[l : 

Sent Via _________________ M Per _________ _ 
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,.., uc. n. i...ta ,.._,.,., 

holll Dir..-., ntl (•t-nll1) 

.,_D 
Beutel.a +-1-. 
'laldenUied J.ateat t1....,.1ata ... l&tat 111111'1■■1-

tlala .... are IIOt l ... tlelal Yltlll ft .. •19rtata et MYID _.... 
11&•11111. An, ...... , ......... 1len [ ~ h1111on., ne.1 ... . .. ,.1a ................... . 

till• ...,lnlll ... ..,.1., .. teleplleae eall et 4-1 .... , 
ton,... BtY191-. 
~·· 7-apllill (.._ltff) 

·t.<- : ..... 111. « ... ,.., 
1 - n -l • Baal. 
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atrtel 

To: MC, .ra..,.avtlle 

l'roal Birector, l'BI (44-81881) 

ma• 
.. uadated •-unleatlon ha llalef of Poltar JaoluloaYille, 

l'lor:l.da, ene1N1DS fillS8rprinta of CL'DS 8811RT1111, born~---~~ · 
Lcnd.8Yille, Sentuety. 

Unl ... tift .. latent fiqerprinta and latent lllpreat1ioD11 tn 
thill .... are not ldmtl•l with tile fiqerprtnu of Courtney. 

l'lqerprla'tll of Courtney betas........._ .. tlaroup our •tn 
finprprint fileJ Nlltlltll 1'1111Nt tvnlab.N aepa.-ately. 

I • llellplaia (44-118'1) 

SEARCHED ................ lf',r:xa: ......... --
si:r;;-, , _ J _____________ JI L .. ' ................ ---

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI 

Date: 

Transmit the following in ---------------------------­
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via ___ a_i_r_t_e_l _______ _ 

To: SAC, Jaeuonville 

Froai Director, FBI (44-38861) 

IIUBEI'.I 

air 111&11 
(Priority) 

Ke undated co-unication fro■ Chief of Police, Jacksonville 
Florid&, eaolo■iDI fiqerprints of CLYDB C01Jln'ltlt, ltorn ~--' 
Louisville, Kentucky. 

Uaidentified l•t-t fiicerprinta and l&teat iapre■■iou in 
thl• ca■e are not ld•tic&l with the fingerprints of Courtaey. 

Fingerprints of Courtney being searched through our •in 
fingerprint file; results will l,e furnished separately. 

2 - lleaphie (44-1987) 

Sent Via ________________ y: Per ________ _ 

v 
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FBI JACKSVLE 
p 
FBI PHOENIX 

926PM •121 /68 IMMEDIATE JOO 

TO DIRECTOR,(44•38861), MEMPHISC44·1987) 9 DALLAS, JACKSONVILLE, 

KANSAS CITY, LITTLE ROCK. 

FROM PHOENIX (44-371> (9 PAGES> 

MURKI ff !Pu'r+ Vsk&I (fllT~Ay Q\loef~PMMoNI NO COUNTY SKERi FF·s 

OFFICE, FLAGSTAFF, ,\RIZONA, ADVISED THAT AT TWO TWENTY A.M. 
APRIL TWENTY LAST KE RECEIVED· PHONE CALL FROM ANONYMOUS MALE 

WHO STATED HE HAD DONE STATE TI ME WI TK. RAY AKA GA ULT• CALLER 

ALSO SAID KE HAD DONE FEDERAL TIME AT TEXARKANA, TEXAS WITH 
ONE DAVID WILSON WHO LATER MARRIED 

1

FLAGSTAFF~ ARIZONA GIRL 

BY NAME OF HERNANDEZ. CALLER STATED RAY AND WILSON HAD DONE 

TIME TOGETHER AND THAT DAY OR TWO PRIOR TO ASSASSINATION OF 
. ' 

i\:fRoYr: ijbkr~ANMff ~r~~NTf~iA~f L;b~NRAbRiFckl¥E,~XNiiHVILLE, 

TENNESSEE EN ROUTE MEMPHIS. CALLER STATED HE HEARD LATER 
THAT RAY WAS IN MEMPHIS THAT TIME BUT CALLER DID NOT KNOW 
FOR SURE. CALLER INDICATED DURING CONVERSATION THAT WILSON . 
WANTED ro GET EVEN WITH RAY FOR SONETHING THAT 'HAPPENED IN' 

PENITENTIARY. CALLER lNDI CAT ED THAT WILSON HA TES "NIGGERS .. • . w.oil . 
(.,,U4&, 

END PAGE ONE 
tfL) .. 76 CJ-)~ 
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· ~LLER INDICATED WILSON WAS IN FLAGSTAFF, ARIZONA' AT TIME OF 

HIS CALL. CALLER AGREED TO PHONE BACK lN THIRTY MIN TES AND 
TAL~ TO FBI AGENT BUT NO· CALL RECEIVED. ~ , fJ- /2/.;/"' 

INVESTIGATION AT FLAGSTAFF DETERMINED DAVID L WIL~0N,~7- 79?/* 
' 

IS WKI TE MALE AMERICAN,. BORN WESTBURN, TENNESSEE, 
#---~~~ 

, SIX FEET THREE; ONE NINETY 
L_._ ______ ~ 

BLUE 

EVES, BROWN HAIR, FBI .SEVEN TWO NINE TWO FOUR T 

WILSON EVADED ATTEMPTS TO BE CONTACTED BY FBI BUT MADE 
Kl MS ELF AVAi LABLE THROUGH LIEUT. ROBERT JACKSON, FLAGSTAFF 

POLICE DEPARTMENT, A FRIEND; WILSON INTERVIEWED IN PRESENCE 
OF LIEUT. JACKSON BY BUAGENT AND EMPHATICALLY DENIED ANY 

-RECENT TRIP TO MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE. HE j:LAINED EMPLOYMENT' 

AT CONTINENTAL BODY SHOP, PHOENIX FOR APPR0X.IMATELY SIX 
MONTHS AND CHECK OF EMPLOVMENT RECORDS VERIFY HIS PRESENCE 

DURING PERIOD PRIOR TO AND FOLLOWING ASSASSINATION. WILSON 
\ 

STATED HIS WIFE HAS BEEN LIVING WITH KER SISTER AT FLAGSTAFF, 
\ 

ARIZONA FOR PAST WEEK OR SO AND ON FRIDAY APRIL NINETEEN 
LAST HE RENTED CAR AT PHOENIX TO VISI'T WI FE AT FLAGSTAFF. 

END PAGE TWO 
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G PHOENIX HE MET AN-OTHER FORME" PRISON MATE, 
~-----=~_:<PHONETIC) AT MAGOo·s NIGHT CLUB, PHOENIX, 

OCOMPANI ED WILSON TO ,FLAGSTAFF• WILSON SAID 
CLARK ON CITY STREET IN FLAGSTAFF AND CLARK WAS 

DENVER, COLORADO. 

WI ON AGREED TO LISTEN TO TAPED PHONE CALL IN EFFORT 
> -

TO IDEN IFY CALLER AND HALF WAY THROUGH CALL WILSON PANICKED 

AND LEFT TH,E ROOM REFUSI.NG TO TALK FURT,HER • LIEUT• JACKSON 

DROVE VI LSON HOME AND ON RETURN STATED WILSON IN GREAT 
FEAR BLURTED THAT HE WAS FULLY INFORMED OF ASSASSINATlON PLOT 
WHICH 1 NVOLVED GROUP OF EXCO,NS ALL KNOWN TO Hl M. WILSON 

STATED THAT 1 VOICE ON TAPE NOT CLARK, BUT THAT OF AN EXCON 
FROM KANSAS CITY WHOM HE REFUSED TO IDENTIFY. WILSON SAID 

JACKSON WOULD KNOW CALLER •'s I DEN TI TY BY TOMORROW, AS ONE 

PHONE CALL BY WILSON WOULD RESULT IN DEATH OF SQUf:ALER 

TOMORROW• WILSON ALSO TOLD JACKSON THAT RAY NOT ACTUAL 

KILLER. SAID RAY WAS ORIGINAL TRIGGER MAN BUT BACKED OUT 

DAY BEFORE AND OTHERS PINNED IT ON HIM IN VIEW OF HIS WANTED 
STATUS. SAID REAL KILLER STILL IN ATLANTA AND RAY PRESENTLY 

END PAGE THREE 

" 

I 

.. 
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PAGE FOUR 

KIDlNG IN FAJORA (PHONETIC>, MEXICO. WILSON LEFT JACKSON•s 
CAR IN PANIC AND S·TATED HEADING BACK TO PHOENIX TO MAKE 

.PHONE CALL. WILSON DRIVING SIXTYFOUR YELLOW MERCURY COMET, 
ARIZONA LICENSE JXE THREE FOUR Z£RO. · . .. 

WILSON INTERVIEWED AT PHOENIX ON ~PRIL TWENTYONE INSTANT. 

WILSON STATED HE LAST $AW RAY LAST SUMMER AT LUPTON OR 

LUFTON, MISSOURI WHERE WILSON WAS ARRESTED FOR DWI ANP WAS 

IN COUNTY JAlL FOR THREE OR FOUR .WEEKS UN1'1L HE COULD PAY 

· FI NE. T TI ME OF ARREST WI lSON STATED HE WAS WI TH GfNf 
BRISI IN (PHONETIC> TRUCK DRIVER FOR WILLIS SHAW, ELM 

, ARKANSAS. ON, R"ELEASE KE WENT TO BAR ABOUT FOUR 

FROM COUNTY JAIi., TO USE PHONE AND RAN INTO RAY WHO 

RECO NI ZED WILSON AND WHOM. WILSON SAID HE. HAO SEEN BEFORE 

ALTHOUGH HE DID 'NOT REMEMBER WHERE. RAY ASKED HIM IF' HE . 
WEREN •T WILSON ANO HE SAi D HE WAS. AND RAY INDICATED THA_T 

' I 

THEY HAD DONE TIME tOGETHER. R~Y LOANED HIM FIFTY DOLLARS 

WHICH KE USED THE FOLLOWING .DAY AFTER SPENDING THAT NIGHT 
IN LOCAL MOTEL FOR BUS TICKET TO FLAGSTAFF, ARIZONA. WILSON 

QUESTIONED WHERE HE HAD SERVED TIME WITH RAY AND HE COULD 

END PA GE FOUR 

, 
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PAGE FI VE 

C ; NOT DESIGNATE THE SPEC! rl'c PLACE ALTHOUGH HE SAI o· HE 
', 'KNEW HIM IN Al PRISON SOMEPLACE. WILSON WAS SHOWN PHOTO 

OF JAMES EARL RAY, MISSOURI DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS", 
'' 

NUMBER ZERO ZERO FOUR ONE SIX, AND RAy•s CLOSE ASSOCIATE, 

WALTER T •. RIFE, KANSAS CITY SHERIFF·s OFFICE NUMBER TWO 

'NI NE s·1x THREE SIX, TOGETHER WI TH SIX OTHER PHOTOGRAPHS. 

WILSON I NI TI ALLY PICKED BOTH PHOTOGRAPHS OF RI FE AND RAY AS 
BEl NG RAY AND THEN SETTLED ON PHOTO OF RIFE AS THAT OF RAY• 

/ 

JiE WAS ALSO SHOWN .COMBINATION PHOTO OF RIFE AND RAY TOGETHER 
AND HE CONTINUED T-0 IDENTIFY RIFE AS RAY. WILSON 

DESCRIBED RAY AS BEi NG Fl VE FOOT SIX OR SEVEN AND HE 

ALSO SAi D RAY WAS PROBABLY YOUNGER THAN HIS OWN THIRTYSIX 

YEARS, ONE SIXTY POUNDS, WI TH SCAR SOMEPLACE IN THE FOREHEAD 

AREA WHICH HE- COULD NOT SEE IN PHOTOGRAPH OF RIFE. HE 

STATED RAY 'coNTI NUALLY CHANGED HIS HAIR STYLE. 
AVAi LAB LE INFO R EF'l.ECTS WILSON WAS RECEIVED NOVEMBER . 

TWENTy'ortE NINETEEN FIFTY ONE AT STATE PENI TENTIA_RY t RAIFORD' 

FLORIDA FOR ESCAPE FROM COUNTY JAIL AND WAS L,ATER RECEIVED 
NOVEMBER SEVEN NINETEEN SIXTY ONE FEDERAL CORRECTIONAL 

END PAGE Fl VE 
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. . \ 

-'INSTITUTE, TEXARKANA, TEXAS FOR MAIL THEFT AND FEDERAL P.V. 

AND WAS TRANSFERRED FROM THERE TO FCI, TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA 

ON NOVEMBER iwENTYTWO NINETEEN SIXTY TWO. HIS LAST 

ARREST WAS AT SPRINGFIELD COLORADO BY .THE SHERIFF"S OFFICE 

· ON MAY TWO NINETEEN SIXTYSEVEN FO~ TRAFFIC VIOLATIONS. 
ABOVE 1NF08MATI0N IS NOt COMPLETE'RECORD OF WILSON BUT 

RECORD DOES NOT CORRESPOND AT ANY POINT TO RECORD OF 
JAMES ,EARL RAY SO FAR AS KNOWN TO PHOENIX •. WILSON DENIES 

ANY KNOWLEDGE CONCERNING KINGS A~SASSINATI0N OR ANY PLOT 

BY EXC0NVICTS TO ASSASSINATE KING. WILSON ALSO DENIED 

STATIN~ RAY ORIGINAL TRIGGER PIAN AND DENIED STATING THAT THE 

Rr.AL KILLER WAS STILL IN ATLANTA. WILSON CLAIMS HE DID 
,' 

NOT STA TE RAY WAS IN ANY SPECIFIC ·PLACE IN JWIEXI CO BUT HAD 
MERELY COMMKNTED THAT IF HE WERE RAY HE WOULD BE IN MEXICO. 

WILSON QUESTIONED ABOUT IDENTITY OF ANONYMOUS CALLER. 
HE INDICATED BY ATTITUDE HE HAD IDEA OF CALLER'S IDENTITY BUT 

STEADFASTLY REFUSED TO REVEAL SAME. TO INTERVIEWING AGENTS. 

INTERROGATION lDICATED CALLER Pos'sIBLY IDENTICAL TO 

END PAGE SIX 
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PAGE SEVEN 

·, CLARENCE CLARK WHO WILSON STATED HE SERVED TIME WITH AT 

RAIFORD, FLORIDA. WILSON DESCRIBED CLARK AS WMA, IN HIS 
FORTIES, SMALL THIN BUILD, FIVE FEET ONE. OR TWO INCHES, 

ONE THIRTY FIVE T.O ONE FORTY POUNDS, GRAY HAIR. 

i>HOENIX CONDUCUING ~NVESTIGATION TO D.ETERMINE IF THERE 

IS ANY SUBSTANCE TO INFORMATION FURNISHED BY CALLER AND 
· " STATEMENTS MA DE BY WILSON TO LIEUT• JACKSON• 

l DEN TI FI CATI ON DI VI SI ON WI L.L F'URNI SH ALL REC El VI NG 
OFFICES COMPLETE I DENTI FI CATI ON REC OROS OF JAMES EARL RAY 

\ 

FBI/ THREE ZERO SIX FOUR FOUR THREE A, AND DAVID L. WILSON, 

FBI NUl-eER SEVEN NINE TWO TWO FOUR TWO C. !DENT DIVISION 

ALSO REQUESTED TO SEARCH RECORDS ON BASIS OF NAME AND 

DESCRIPTION HEREIN FOR IDENTIFl'CATION.iRECORD ON ONE 

CLARENCE CLARK WHO WOULD HAVE SERVED PRISON TERM AT RAIFORD, 
FLORIDA DURING PERIOD OF' WILSON'S INCARCERATION °THE~E AND 
IF SUCH RECORD FOUND FURNISH SAME TO RECEIVING OFFICES. 

JACXSONVILLE DIVISION CONTAdT STATE PENiTENTIARY, RAIFORD, 

FLORI DA AND ATTEPIPT TO I DENT! TY CLARENCE CLARK 

DESCRIBED ABOVE AND DETERMINE IF KE SERVED TIME WITH WILSON. 

IF IDENTIFIED, FURNISH !DENT DIVISION WITH 

EttD PAGE SEVEN 
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\ 

APPROPRIATE NUMBERS WITK REQUEST TKAT ALL J~ECEIVING OFFICES 

BE FURNISHED IDENT RECORD. ALSO FURNISH DETAILS OF WILSON•s 

INCARCERATION AT RAIFORD. 

DALLAS DIVISION AT TEXARKANA WILL ATTEMPT TO IDENTIFY 
CLARENCE CLARK (PHONETIC> DESCRIBED ABOVE AS INMATE OF 

THAT INSTITUTIQ.N APPARENTLY DURING NINETEEN SIXTYONE AND 

SIXTYTWO AND IF IDENTIFIED WILL REQUEST IDENTIFICATION 

DI VI SI ON FUR NI SH COMPLETE ARREST RECORD TO REC EI VI NG .OFFICES. 

DALLAS WI LL ALSO SET OUT ANY NECESSARY LEADS TO LOCATE CLARK 

FOR INTERVIEW• 

MEMPHIS ADVISE IF THERE, rs ANY INDICATION OF CONSPIRACY 

OF EXCONS AS MENTIONED BY WILSON TO LIEUT. JACKSON. 

KANSAS CITY WILL CONDUCT INVESTIGATION THROUGH GENERAL 

AVAi LAB LE SOURCES t'N EFFORT IO I DEN TI FY CLARENCE CLARK, 

PHONETIC, WHO IS BELi EVED TO POSSIBLY BE THE ANONYMOUS 

CALLER SINCE WILSON Al.LEGEDtY TOLD LIEUT• JACKSON THE CALLER. 

WAS FROM KANSAS CI TY• NO LEAD BEI'NG SET FOR KANSAS Cl TY RE 

LUFTON SINCE NOT LISTED IN POSTAL GUIDE. KANSAS CITY SHOULD 

UPON RECEIPT OF IDENTI RECORD OF WILSON ATTEMPT TO 

END PAGE EIGHT 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE NI NE 

VERIFY PLACE WHERE HE STATES HE WAS INCARCERATED DURING SUMMER ;l 

- OF SIXTY SEVEN FOR DWI AND WHERE HE MET RAY UPON HIS RELEASE. 

LITTLE ROCK AT ELM SPRINGS, ARKANSAS WI LL THROUGH 

WILLIS SHAW LOCATE GENE BRISINDINE AND INTERVIEW BRISINDINE 

CONCERNING ALLEGED ARREST AND I NCARCERA.TI ON OF WILSON DURING 
SUMMER OF SIXTY SEVEN WITH PARTICULAR PURPOSE OF ASCERTAINING 

L.OCA TI ON OF THE OCCURRENCE SINCE THERE IS NO LUFTON, MISSOURI 

.IN POSTAL GUIDE. 

AIRMAIL COPIES SENT TO SALT LAKE CITY AND DENVER IN 

VIEW OF PROSPECTIVE LEADS. 

END 

TXN 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS• 

FBI JACKSVLE 

I 
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FBI JACKSVLE 

FBI ST LOUIS· 

1046PM URGENT 4•20•68 JLS 
TO DIRECTOR, CHICAGO, JACKSONVILLE AND MEMP.~I S 

FROM ST. LOUIS C 44-775) 

MURKIN • CR OO*ME 

. RE CG TELC.ALL THIS DATE RE QUEST! NG JERRY R .Y~~~ CENTER, MO., 

StEP•FATHER OF JAMES EARL RAY BE REINTERVIEWED O DETERMINE MARRIAGE 

DATA. JERRY ~AYNES UPON INTERVIEW APRIL TWEN Y INSTANT ADVISED THAT 
·,HE MARRIED LUCILLE MAHER AT JACKSONVILLE, Fl,.A , IN SPRING .OF NINETEEN 

TWEENTY NI NE, NINETEEN THIRTY OR THIRTY•ONE. 

YEARS ·OLD AND SHE TWENTY THREE YEARS OLD. 

HE WAS ABOUT THIRTY 

RAYNES STATES THAT HE WAS THE FATHER .OF ALL OTHER CHILDREN AND 

THAT JERRY RAY ·wAS BORN IN QUINCY, I LL., AS JERRY RAYNES• 

JACKSONVILLE ENDEAVOR TO VERIFY MARRIAGE OF RAYNES AND MAHER. 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS~ 

END 

TXN 
FBI JACKSVLE 

. I 
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In Reply, Please Refer lo 

File No. 

,·: P .\ RT M E '.\ T in' JU !:> ~ 1-. .. E 
---

I 

FEDE HA I. ll l" B .-: ..\ U OF l :\ VEST iiG AT IO l', 

WASHI'.'iGTON, D.C. 20535 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
April 20, 1968 

JAMES EARL RAY, also krown as 
Eric Starvo Galt, Harvey Lowmyer, 
John Willard, James McBride, James 
Walton, W. C. Herron and James 
O'Conner I 

I 

FUGITIVE 

CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY; 
INTERSTATE FLIGHT - ARMED ROBBERY 

"TEN MOST WANTED FUGITIVES" PROGRAM 

James Earl Ray, a Missouri prison escapee who has been sought 

under the alias Eric Starvo Galt in connection with the gunshot slaying of civil 

rights leader Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., has been added to the FBI's list of 

"Ten Most Wanted Fugitives." 

FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover ordered the special addition of 

Ray to the "Ten Most Wanted Fugitives" list, which already contains ten fugi­

tives, to insure the widest possible dissemination of Ray's photograph and 

description to help effect his earliest possible location. 

Ray has been the subject of a massive and intensive search since 

the brutal gunshot slaying of Dr. King on April 4, 1968, as he stood on the bal­

cony of a Memphis, Tennessee, motel. One rifle bullet, belie~~~~m ~~e 

window of a nearby rooming house, felled the victim. ".,t:.Attl.htl.J __ 1NDEXED -, 
SERlAUZl:D ____ FILrD -~ 

APR.::! ~:i 1J6a 
FBI-JACKSONViLLE 

. ·- ; \~...-::' ; 

V ~ -? to<?.~~ I dt,f A 
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I 

An exhaustive FBI fingerprint searct, comparing latent finger­

prints uncovered in the Dr. King c~3e against fingerprints of over 53,009 persons 
! I 

on whom wanted notices have been posted in the FB~'s Identification Divi$ion, 
I : 

I 

succeeded in determining that Galt and Ray are identical. I 

A Federal warrant, issued at BirmJigham, Alabama, on ipril 17; 
! II 

1968, charges Ray, under the alias Eric Starve Galt, with conspiring to interfere 

with a Constitutional Right of a United States citize~. Ray is also sought for un-
I 

i 

lawful interstate flight to avoid confL.'lement after conviction for armed robbery, 

based on a Federal warrant issued on July 20, 1967:, at Jefferson City, Missouri. 

He had been confined at the Missouri State Penitentiary, Jefferson City, Missouri, 

in March, 1960, with a 20-year sentence following conviction for armed robbery 

and operating a motor vehicle without permission of the owner. In September, 

1966, while serving the sentence, he was confined for a time in the maximum 

security ward at the State Hospital, Fulton, Missouri. He was reported missing 

from the Missouri State Penitentiary since April 23, 1967. 

Ray, who has an arrest record dating back to 1949 and has been 

convicted of burglary, armed robbery and forging United States Postal Money 

Orders, has also been confined in the Los Angeles County Jail, the Joliet and 

Pontiac, lliinois, State Prisons and the United States Penitentiary, Leavenworth, 

Kansas. 

He served in the Army between February, 1946, and December, 

1948, received a three-month sentence at hard labor for being drunk and 

breaking arrest and was given a General Disc~arge due to ineptness and lack 

of adaptability for military service. 

,;; 2 -

' . 
·:.' 

. _\;./_~ ;.-,'~ 
'. ·\.•.·:,, 
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, I - . 
Ray is a 40-year-old white male, !reportedly born in. Illinois 

I , 

I I 

on He is approximately 511011 inches tall, weighs from 163 

to 174 pounds, has blue eyes and brown hair which he has worn cut short. He 
I ' 

has a small scar on the center· of his forehead an;d a scar on the palm! of his 
! 

right hand. He has been described as having a straight, narrow nose and 

straight and even teeth and to have a nervous hab~t of occasionally tugging at 

an ear lobe. His left ear protrudes noticeably. j 

Acquaintances describe him as a '~oner" and "drifter" whose 

language and diction reflect a "rural" quality and indicate he has had limited 

education. 

He is reportedly a fan of western and country music, drinks 

vodka and beer, dresses neatly and claims past employment as a merchant 

seaman and cook on Mississippi River vessels. He is known to have worked 

as a baker, laborer and color matcher. 

He is known as an avid dancer who has taken dancing lessons. 

He also completed a course at a school of bartending in the Los Angeles 

area early in 1968. 

Ray should be considered armed and extremely dangerous. 

Anyone with information concerning this fugitive is requested to immediately 

contact the nearest office of the FBI~ the telephone number of which may be 

found on the first page of local telephone directories. 

- 3.;. 

j 
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