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with negative results.

leading newspapers, radio and television stations
were contected April 17, 1968, and furnished a press
release regarding the Federal complaint filed against
ERIC STARVO GALT, and available photographs furnished
to them. Comntact has been maintained with all mass
communications' media in the Jacksonville Division, to
insure frequent communications with this case and photo-~
graphs of subjsct have been made available to them.

Criminal imnformamts and appropriate racial
and security informants have been contacted.

As previously reported, Thermo-Seal Tapes
were found on a pillow ¢e2se and bed sheets in the trumnk
of the 1966 white mustang registered to ERIC STARVO
GALT. All laundries im the Jacksomville Division,
determined to be operating Thermo-Seal Marking Machines,
wvere contacted im an effort to locate a laundry using
& sgimilar code, with no positive. information being ob-
tained.

On April 29, 1968, LEO BARNETT;,; Age 37,
from Flat River, Missouri; and presently incarcerated
at the Florida State Prison, Raiford, Florida, advised
SA THOMAS J. WALSH he knew JAMES EARIl: RAY in the
Migsouri State Prison, from about 1962, until August 1,
1966, however, mot well. He said RAY was in a different
¢ell block than he, and RAY worked in the kitchen while
BARNETT worked in the Soap Factory. BARNETT ordinarily
only saw RAY approximately once a week. He met him
through a mutual friend, BILLY MILES, and only agsociated -

with RAY because of MILESS r~ts E
Penniténtiary, NMoberly, Missouri BARNETT recalled RAY as
guiet, not sayimg much, and bothering mobody. He
described him as a loner with no close friends and as
having a bad nervous condition and a definite mental
problem. RAY,in his opinion, was taking powdered
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amphetamine while in prison amd although he had no
knowledge of the amount RAY was using, he suspected
it was a great quantity during the times when the
sapply was available and on other occasions; none,
das to weight loss and gains of RAY from 10 to 15
potnds over short periods of time. BARNETT noted
that amphetamine takem inm quantities would produce

a substantial rapid weight loss. According to
BARNETT the supply of amphetamine prior to 1964 was
readily available at $5 a shor or less. After 1964,
amphetamine was very scarce, however, was available
and the price remaimned at $5 a shot. BARNETT re-
celled that im 1964, three Negroes were killed im the
Missouri State Pesnnitentiary, however, he wag certain
RAY was not imvolved im this killimg simce BARNETT
was aware of those actually involved. The omnly

place BARNETT heard RAY speak of was Raytown near
Kansas City, Missouri. BARNETT said he found it

hard to believe RAY could be completely responsible
for the killimg of KING since he was ¢f the impression
RAY was too stupid and would mot have emough imitiative.

Cthar tham MILES, the only other individual
that BARNETT kmnew that would know RAY well would be
IOUIE "WBEITEYT™ DALTA.

A S i

B

A review of the files of the Jacksomnville
Office was made in an effort to locate a vehicle re-
covered in the Jacksomville Divisiom that had been
stolen from the State of Georgia, subsequent to
March 23, 1968, and recovered subsequent to April 4,
1968, that may have been utilized by subject RAY.
Agents further doublechecked law enforcement agencies
in the Jacksonville Division to be certain 2ll Georgia
cars found abandoned kad been reported.

On April 30, 1968, photographs and information
regarding JAMES EARL RAY were furnished to the State
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Beverage Department, who volunteered to make a copy
available to each of its district offices so their
agents would be familiar with the photograph of RAY

when they made their dailly comtacts in bars throughout
the State., -

Subscribers to telephomne numbers receiving calls
from coin telephones along the routs taken by RAY for
December 13, 1367, through December 17, 1967, were
contacted. There was no indication RAY had called any
of these subscribers. -

On April 30, 1968, law enforcemsnt officers
raintaining unidentified latent fingerprints im comnection
with matters under their jurisdiction were requested to
compare these latents with fingerprints of JAMES EARL
RAY.
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Routing Slip
0-7 (Rev. 3-31-67)

TO: SAC,

] Albany

[ ] Albuquerque
(] Anchorage
[ ] Atlanta

[] Baltimore
[] Birmingham

* (Copies to Offices Checked)

[} Houston
[} Indianapolis

[]3a on
acksonville
Kansas City

[ ] Knoxville

o

[] For information

[_] Boston [] Las Vegas

. £} Buffalo ] Little Rock— |
[ ] Butte [ ] Los Angeles
[] Charlotte [] Louisville
[ ) Chicago [ ] Memphis
[] Cincinnati [ ] Miami
[ ] Cleveland Milwaukee
[] Columbia Minneapolis
[} Dallas [] Mobile
[ ] Denver [] Newark
[] Detroit [ ] New Haven
(] El Paso . [C] New Orleans
[] Honolulu
RE:

MURKIN

Retention
[] optional

[J action

(] New York City {] Tampa

[] Norfolk [] Washington Field
Oklahoma City ] Quantico
Omaha )

] Philadelphia TO LEGAT: "

[ ] Phoenix ] Bemn

"] Pittsburgh [] Bonn

[} Portland — [ ] Buenos Aires

1 i;chmond Hong Kong

[] St. Louts London

] Salt Lake City (] Manila

[ ] San Antonio ) Mexico, D.F.

[ ] San Diego ] ottawa

[_] San Francisco [ ] Paris

("] San Juan [ Rome

[]) $avannah [] Santo Domingo

(] Beattle [] Tokyo

[ ] Springfield

Dat May 3, 1968

For appropriate |

[] Surep, by

{T] The enclosed is for your information. If used in a future report,| [] conceal
all sources, [} paraphrase contents. \

[} Enclosed are corrected pages from report of SA .

dated

\

A

Remarks:

Enc. é"

\

Enclosed are copies of another
photograph taken of James Earl Ray, aka
Eric S. Galt in Fall of‘1967.

Jo<t
TPy

Butile (44-38861)

Urfile
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to . ]
nkﬁf’ 7 Jacksonville, Florida

May 14, 1968

Gentlemen:

Enclosed is a mat and proof and two additional
photographs of James Earl Ray, a Missouri prison escapee,
sought under the alias Eric Starvo Galt, in connection
with the gunshot slaying of Civil Rights leader Doctor
Martin Luther King, Jr. Ray is one of the FBI's "Ten Most
Wanted Fugitives."

Phqtograph #1, taken in 1968, should bear the-
captlon, "James Earl Ray," and is the photograph of Ray
in dark _glasses.

Photograph #2 should bear the caption, "James
Earl Ray," and was taken in 1968. This is the head shot
of Ray in a business suit. :

The FBI is requesting the assistance of the
nation's press in bringing about the prompt apprehension
of this badly sought fugitive.

Your cooperation in this matter and other matters
of mutual interest are deeply apprec1ated by me.

Very truly yours,

Rogertz Gebhard't

Special Agent in Charge

Enclosures: 4

W% u Y267 ~38S
cw SEA| L.

ot senntes ety .

//V/éb’ | MAY 15 1968

FBlI — JACKSONVI|
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION

~——GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6 N
UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

TO : SAC, Albany 'DATE: May 20, 1968

%mom : Director, FBI

SUBJECT: MURKIN
PUBLICITY ON REWARDS OFFERED

Each Special Agent in Charge and Legal Attache is
instructed to promptly remind their established cooperative news
sources, in a discreet and tactful manner, of the existence of sub-
stantial reward money for information leading to the arrest and
conviction of the killer of Dr. Martin Luther King. This money
now totals at least $100,000. The FBI should not, however, be
publicized as the source of this reminder,

While the Bureau's continuing policy is to encourage
the public to furnish information to law enforcement authorities as
a matter of good citizenship, without expectation of financial reward,
it is fully recognized that monetary rewards are often necessary to
motivate some individuals. The knowledge of the existence of the
substantial rewards available in the Murkin case could possibly
prove of value in the solution of this major investigation.

1 - Copies to all Special Agents in Charge and Legats

SAC_

I'

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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TO

FROM

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 . ~
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.8

UNITED STATES Gt ERNMENT : —

Memorandum
SﬁC, JACKSONVILLE (44-769) DATE: 5/22/68

SPC JASPER L. CARTER, JR.

SUBJECT:  MURKIR \ \'OW[

£010-108-01

Jnc/jlc j} r'/féf |

CR b~

MR, LONG, Division 6, Bureau, telephonicadly contatédd the
office this date in reference to DONALD JAMES NISSEN, He advised
that a name check at the Bureau on NISSEN reveals that NISSEN
is subject of a Parole violation case with Phoenix origin. He
advised that NISSEN is possibly bureau fugitive in this case.

He stated that ¥sx Jacksonville's file number on NISSEN is 76-1108,.
He advised that he was calliang to advise this office of this in

" view of possibllity NISSEN in Panama City. Mr. LONG was advised

that an airtel was sent this date concerning this matter and that
NISSEN is not presently in Panama City but possibly in Reno, Nevada.
He was advised that a lead was set out for Las Vegas to ascertain
if NISSEN could be located and interviewed at Reno. He was further
advised that according to Jacksonville file 76-1108yp NISSEN not
fugitive at this time in it.

Mr. LONG suggested that Jacksonvilée send copy ot airtel
to Phoenix for their information.

SEARCHE|

D
ssmAumZ

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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e stated the name of the unit is the Aute %afety Control

| anéd the cozpany office 1s located in Ren

f sewEtT ation by the Jacksonville Uivision at
n——Timama City. Floride. has determined that as of 5/16/88.

' the files of the Bay County S50 and the Panaus c%t? PO
friled te veflect sny infornation concernisng DORALD JANES
RISSEN,

On 5/38/68 . Nys. MABY BUCKABEE, Crecit Sureau of
i Fanama City advised the only iaformation in her {iles
' cencarning DGSALD JAMES H18SLK i{s @ motetion indicating
that as of January, 1966, he was residia; at 5812 Last
tighway 35. whieh is the address for the Farvadise Trailer
Par

-

On $/26/68. LRNEST L. THRONL, Cperator. Parsdise
Teailer Park. §812 Zagt Highway 28. advised that his
records are not aveilable prier to 1767, and that he has
ne record of DOHALD JAMES HISSE: having ever residing
at the Paradisze Trailer Pard.

j On 5/20/68. D. R, HIKTOR, JE.. Mansger. Culf
! Power Compamry Panama City, Flerica. acvised that his
; files  contalned ne record of DOHALD JAHES NISSLEH,

\ LAS ViGAS
4% RLNO. HLVALA
¥ill locate DOHALD JAMES BISSEHR through the
conpany offices of Aute Safety Control and interview his
3 for aay infeormation he may have obtained resarding the

: alleged offer to kill KING ginca KISSEH'm release from
- jall op 8715787,

Lo R L

Tor the information of the lLas Vepras Offfice. the
Jacksor Office. in 7/67, advised the WikKK were in bad
§ financial strait, having 4 difficult time reilsing enough
) money to defend uambers of thie organization after thelr
‘ arrest.

Infernmatien copy being furniahié to Jackson ihassuch
\ as present {nvestizetion being conducted by that Livision.

\.
/ -2-
L 2
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PLAIHTEXT
ATRTEL ATRIAYL ”
| 10 DIRTCTOR. YBI (%%-33861)
( RN . SAC  JACESGNYILLE (%% 76%) (P)
i
\‘«\ %ﬁ%}iﬁﬁ © FOEEIH
3 (09 Venpinis)
¢

i s Re Dallas alrtel to Gurean 5/1/88 vregarding

L allisged offur of $i80.000 by whites Enfiihts of the Eu Klux
Elgn (WEEKKY Jaekson . Mississippi. te adjdre whe kills

%f#?xk WITHELR KING, JR. . and &tgmu airtel to Bureau dated

15788,

inclosed for Las Vegas is one copy eaudh of Dallas
airtel to Sureau dated £/6/67. Xansas City afrtel to Burceu
T/EL/ET . and Dallas airtsl to Duresnw 571768, which sre
sackground faformation.

by communication cdated 878763 )
on S/6768. Hr. 3. E. HMoWRORTER, i%gi

Atlante adwised that
‘ Mﬁml Freses .

s

the Amsricans Incyelopedis Compeny. MeWHORT
| recently learned that RISSEE {s working im Panama Clty.
| Floride. selling & wafety device which operates as a gyroscops.

$ -Burean

3o I‘??&S.OH%ATED,
e i . w ‘ )
2:Semphis (AN- wﬂM

; Atianta. Seorgla. advised DONALD JiuiS.5 , is ne
exployed by that company . HaVINg left appeyximately 12/87.
to g0 to Corpus Christi, Ye R esployed by

(is) 0
!
|
t
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