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with negative results. 

I.m:adiimg newsp~pers, radio and televis.ion stations 
wer<e C<l)lllit&.ct(fld April 17, 1968, uul furnished a press 
releas~ r~gardiag the Federal c~mplaint filed against 
ERIC STARVO GALT. and available photographs furnished 
to them. Contact has been m~iimtain~d with all mass 
com.mu.lllic~tiQnt:s' aedia in thi:e Jacksonville Division, to 
insure fr~quieimt commuimicatio:ms with this case and'photo­
gr~pbs of s~bj~ct have be~n mad~ available to thea. 

I • 

Criaimi~l inforunts and apprppriate racial 
and ~ec~rity iDformaimts b~v~ be~n coDtact~d. 

As previo1llsly reported, Thermo-Seal Tapes 
were found on a pillow c~se and bed sheets in the trunk 
of the 1966 white must&:'1'!1g r~gistered to ERIC STARV'O 
~ .... 4.LT. All laurru:llrire:s in th.e J~cksoltllville Division, 
~®t®rm.iltll~d to \b:,<e ~p~rating Thsrmo-Seal Marking Machines, 
w@r® contact~d in an ~ffort to locate a laundry using 
$ iWimilar co~~, with nOl pCOitli.tiv~- in.formation. being ob­
t~illll<ed. 

On April 29, 1968, LEO BARNETT, Age 37, 
from Flat River, Missouri, a~d presently•inearcerated 
at the Florida State Prisoltll, Raiford, Florida, advised 
SA THOMAS Jo W ALSE h<e knew ,JJ' ADS EARL RAY in the 
Misso11llri Statie PriS\Olliil, from about 1962, until August 1, 
1966, howev~r, not w~ll. Be said RAY was in a different 
cell block th~n he, and RAY worked in the kitchen while 
BARNETT worked in the Soap Factory. BARNETT ordinarily 
only saw RAT approximately o~ce a week. He aet him 
through a mutual frie!tlld, BILLY M:n:LES, and onl,1: ass29iated _..-" 
with RAY bec11111se o:f IIJJ:LES';' who is prlsen-fly at Hew · C:::..:::::.::: 
Pennite~tiary, Moberly, Misso11llri. BARKETT r~called RAY as 
quiet, mot saying much, and both~ring nobody. Be 
described him as a loner with E~ close fri~nds and as 
having a bad lthiervous condition alf!ld a diefinite mental 
probl~m. RAY,ilfll his opinion, was taking powdered 
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ampltriet~milllle w~ile in prison all!ld although he bad no . 
kl!llowledi~ of the ~mo~llllt RAY was ~siimg, he suspected 
it was a gr~~t qualllltity ~urillllg tl!ll~ times wh~im the 
~\!llPP ly was !IWS!li la bl<e lllllild (Q)rffi (O)tlh!l!lr occasiOllllS, D<Olllh<!, 
dhmrit tiO \W<!ligl'mt l(lli.'SS and gailllls @f · RAY from 10 to 15 
pounds o~@r short periods of time. BARWETT noted 
that amph~tamillll~ taken illll q~amtiti~s wo~ld produce 
a su~st~ntial rapid w~ight l~~s. According to 
JBAR.~ETT th~ supply of amph~ta~i~e prior to 1964 was 
r~adily ~vailabl~ at $5 a ~b~r or less. After 1964, 
amph~tamillll~ w~s v<ery scar~~, h~w~~~r, was available 
a11ml!! tltri~ pric~ r·emaillll<ed at $5 ~ sl!llot. BARNET'.11.' r~­
~~11~~ t~~t illll 1964, thr®e N~Cr<Ol~~ were kill~d in the 
Kisso~ri St~t~ ~!lli!mit~nti~ry, bowev~r, he was certain 
RAY was !llilt»t im1vol't'~idl iim this killing Silllice BAU'ETT 
was awar~ of those act\llially involved. The only 
place BARNETT lbieard RAW speak of was Raytown near 
Kans~s City, Missouri. BARNETT said he found it 
bard to ~li®w~ RAY co~ld ~ complet~ly respoimsible 
for time killi!mg Gf KXl'(G'i sillll<c:~ h<fJ was of tfa,1 tmprce.ssion 
RAY w~~ tlDlo 2!Jt1!ll.pid l!ill!ldl WO\llil<d lll\,oit hav'-9 enough in.i tiative. 

Otlbi~r tlbl~llli MELES, tlbi~ Olmly otlbi~r individual 
that BARNETT k1mew tlhlat W«llUllltdl klll@W RAT well would be 
wun:E 9twir11:nJ"iw DALTA. 

A :r-®1ti(IJW of tlblre f::lll~lil (»f tlm(e Jacll:soimville 
Offic~ w~s ma~~ in ~llli ~ff~rt t~ l@c~t~ a vehicle re­
covte1re<dl i!i! tlbiie Ja.ckiso:!ilvill® Di visiollli tlhla t lbllild been 
stol~1m fTom tlble St~te of Georgia, s~bsequent to 
Marclhl 23, 1968, ~lllid r®eov~red s~bsequent to April 4, 
1968, that may bav~ bee~ utiliz~d by subject RAY. 
Agent~ f~rth~r d~~blecb~cke~ l~w ~~for~em~nt agencies 
iD t~e J~ekso~vill~ Divisio~ t~ b~ ~~rt~i~ all Georgia 
cars f~~~~ ~~~~~o~~~ had be~~ r®p~rt®~. 

o~ Ap~il 30, 1968, ph~tograph~ a~d information 
riegardling .;JrADS EARL RAY were f\Ulrllllis.h®d to the State 
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Beverage Department, who volunteered to make a copy 
available to each of its district offices so their 
ag~nts would be famili~r with th~ photograph of RAY 
when they made th~ir daily contact~ in bars throughout 
th<e State. 

Subscribers to telephoDl~ llll.~m\blers receiving calls 
from coin telep~ones along the ro~t~ taken by RAY for 
December 15, 1967, through Dec~mber 17, 1967, were 
contact~d. Ther~ was no iDdication RAY had called any 
of thee~ s~bscri~rs. 

On Ap~il 3~, 1968, law ®~forcem~nt officers 
m.ai111t$ll {.:iit:lLRllg 'm:mi((l)~ntifiied l11t~llllt fiJmgerprimts illll connection 
with matt~rs ~llll.~~r their jurisdiction w~re requested to 
,r,cmpare tb.~se la.tellllts with fingerprints of JAMES EARL 
RAY. 
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Routing Slip 
0-7 (Rev. 3•31•67) (Copies to Offices Checked) 

TO: SAC, 

D Albany D Houston D New York City 
D Albuquerque D Indianapolis D Norfolk 
D Anchoraqe D Ja on O Oklahoma City 
D Atlanta acltsonvtlle D Omaha 
D Baltimore Kansas City D Philadelphia· 
D Birminqham D Knoxville D Phoenix 
D Boston D Las Veqas D Pittsburqh 
D Eluff ... cr .. lo~-----10 Little Ro~• .. t--~D.__,__fitlcrnd 
D Butte D Los Anqeles D ichmond 
D Charlotte D Louisville D S • Louis 
D Chlcaqo D Memphis D It Laite City 
D Cincinnati D Miami D an Antonio 
D Cleveland B Milwaukee D an Dieqo 
D Columbia Minneapolis D an Francisco 
D Dallas D Mobile D an Juan 
D Denver D Newark D avannah 
D Detroit D New Haven D eattle 
D El Paso , D New Orleans D prinqfteld 
D Honolulu 

Dat May 3, 

· ------ r ~r 

D Tampa 
D Washington Field 
D Quantico 

TO LEGAT, 
D Bern 
D Bonn 
D Buenos Aires 

8 Honq Konq 
London 

D Manila 
D Mexico, D.F. 
D Ottawa 
D Porta · 
D Rome 
D Santo Domingo 
D Tokyo 

1968 

RE: 

MURKIN I 
Retention For appropriate. 

D For Information D optional D action D Su.rep, by -'-----

0 The enclosed Is for your Information. If used I,; a future report) 0 conceal· 
all sources,. D paraphrase contenta. . \ 

D Enclosed are corrected pages from report of SA''--------'-------­
dated 

Remarka1 

Enclosed are copies of another 
photograph taken of James Earl Ray, aka 
Eric S. Galt in Fall of 1967. 

Enc.s· 

Buflle ( 44-38861) 
Urflle 

-:Jtf 
SEMCHED~ND£XED-#­
SEIIAllZED.,..&:FILED...1~~--

MAY 6 1968 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 

Gentlemen: 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Jacksonville, Florida 
May 14, 1968 

Enclosed is a mat and proof and two additional 
photographs of James Earl Ray, a Missouri prison escapee, 
sought under the alias Eric Starve Galt, in connection 
with the gunshot slaying of Civil Rights leader Doctor 
Mar-tin Luther King, J1'.'. Ray is one of the :FBI' s "Ten Mos~ 
Wanted Fugitives." · 

PhQtograph # 1, take.n in 19 6 8, shou·ld bear the· 
caption, '.'James Earl Ray," and is the photograph qf Ray 
in dark_, glasses. 

Photograph #2 should bear the- caption, "James 
Earl Ray," ·and was taken in 1968. This is the. head shot 
of Ray in a business suit. · 

The FBI is request.ing the assistance of the 
nation's press in bringing abou·t the prompt app:retiension 
of this badly sought fugitive. 

,Your cooperation in this matter and other matters 
of routual interest are deeply appreciated by me. 

Very t~uly yours, 

~~~!t1! 
Special Agent in Charge 

Enclosures: 4 
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY 1112 EDITION 

- Gift C!MR (41 arR) t0t•tt.l 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
TO SAC, Albany DATE: May 20, 1968 

~oM Director, FBI 

SUBJECT: MURKIN 

l 
!1010-108 

PUBLICITY ON REWARDS OFFERED 

Each Special Agent in Charge and Legal Attache is 
instructed to promptly remind their established cooperative news 
sources, in a discreet and tactful manner, of the existence of sub­
stantial reward money for information leading to the arrest and 
conviction of the killer of Dr. Martin Luther King. This money 
now totals at least $100,000. The FBI should not, however, be 
publicized as the source of this reminder. 

While the Bureau's continuing policy is to encourage 
the public to furnish information to law enforcement authorities as 
a matter of good citizenship, without expectation of financial reward, 
it is fully recognized that monetary rewards are often necessary to 
motivate some individuals. The knowledge of the existence of the 
substantial rewards available in the Murkin case could possibly 
prove of value in the solution of this major investigation. 

1 - Copies to all Special Agents in Charge and Legats 

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the PayroU Savings Plan 
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TO 

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY t882 EDITION 
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101•11.8 

UNITED STATES G~ERNMENT 

Memorandum 
SAC, JACKSONVILLE (44-769) DATE: 5/:il2/68 

FROM SPC JASPER L. CARTER, JR. 

SUBJECT: ~rum b, \ \'D<{f 

MR. LONG, Division 6, Bureau, telephonicLonta .. lAd the 
office thie date in reference to DONALD JAMES NISSEN. He advised 
that a name check at th• Bureau on NISSEN reveals that NISSEN 
is $ubject of a Parole violation case wi~h Phoenix oriiin. He 
advised that NISSEN ie possibly bureau fuiitive in thie case. 
He stated that ~•a Jacksonville'e file number on NISSEN is 76-1108. 
He advised that he was callini to advise this office of this in 
view of possibility NISSEN in Panama City. Mr. LONG was advised 
that an airtel was sent thie date concernin~ this matter and that 
NISSIN is not preeently in Panama City but possibly in Reno, Nevada. 
He was advised that a lead was set out for Las T•ias to ascertain 
if NISSEN could be located and interviewed at Reno. I• was further 
advised that accordini to Jacksonville file 76-1108~ NISSEN not 
fuiitive at this time in it. 

Mr. LONG SUii•sted that JacksonvilAe send copy of airtel 
to Phoenix for their information. 

JDC/jlc 

l 
5()10-108-01 

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 
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ii• &tarted tb• n..- ~f the unit itJ the Au'to Safety ContN>l 
and thee e,ompany ~f:fico 1a loc.ated in Ran ·· 

_. ,,,.&t>.-on }:;.y 'tbe J,aek.gOA.ville Uf.viaion at 
,,~-------:p~•~:::r.~-~:::~-::a. City, r1oriu, hu~ •~enlaed t:h•t •• of 1/lt/t& ., 

th• tiles of th9 !Say c.nty SO aad the Paa&m.a City PD _ 
failfad t:o reflect aay inf ~at!Ga conceniAt OOlliAL.O JJ\tU.S 

' 
1 

Nil&P. 

On S/16/61. !'!rs., MA!Y H\lCXAB£1:} CN!tdit EiuN4U of 
?cm•• City, 4dvitHtd the o,tly iafor•a'tictD 1n her files 
concernin,s DCAA.w> JMU,S ~11JS~ 1• • ~otati• bidicatia1 
tliat aa of Jamaa,-, ltii ~ he vae rui~ing a't 161.2 t••t: 
~i~bWAY iB, whie i• 'tb• acW.r••· for t)Mt P•~acii•• T'f'a.iler 
P&rtt. 

()n i/21/14, I.ltlit!T J... TMIO!ii:, Operator., Par-a.:lia• 
TNilar Pan,. 5611 tut Mi1hway tt, Advised 'that hu 
Neorda AN r.ot •••ilahle prior to 1/tf: aad t:nat ~• hae 
no Ncord of DCNAW IAHt, MISS£~ having ever reaidin.g 
a~ the PaP&ttia• TP&iler Par+:. 

On i/20/11 .. n. IL MlZ'T~,. Ja •. M~•r- filulf 
,._.r Compa.Ry, P&au.- City, Flor-io advisae that hi• 
f!lu ('' i c&atid.Md AO rec:ord et OOffALD JAXltl NISS&~. 

~s 
"'¾- _., .~., .. "', 

LAS ~p;~s 

~?. 1£.~~-1 Ji!~ !~l~ 
Will locat-• DOtiALD JAtUl$ ?! ISSf.n through th• 

~p;aay offi•• of Mite lafety CorrtN>l and irtteniev llia 
fo~ o-y 1nf.,..tion n-e may have eb'tained reian:tint the 
•ll•&•~ 4ff•r te kill iU)fQ she« t',ilS$£i<P• rel.ease from 
jail Cl\ 1/19/11. 

ror t..~ infonl4tion. of 'true Lac V•i•• Of ft•, 'the 
J'a.Gksoe Offlca, in 7/67, advi••d 'the W~'r.1'.l weNt i~ bad 
fi.nat!Mli•l S'trait:., b&Yiat & d.ifficvlt tiJN Nisitt§ enovg:b 
money 'te def~d &efl;beft of t.hia orianisatioa aft-er their 
.arrest,. 

laf~atioa copy Mint f'1fflhb•d 'to Jackson. in.daU.ch 
a.e. pn.acmt imre•'ti.aatioa heiag ~uc'ttid by that l>ivi•ioa. 
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i/22/11 

AI&fl:L 

IW'ht.tC'i · ffl'JJU.Jij 
(00 H•~•) 

£nc:1oa..-t fw Laa f•&•• 1a oae copy MWA o.f hllu 
airtel 'te ~ dated i/6/61, kM•u Ci'ty atnel t.e 111._aa 
7/tl/e., ilft4 Dal.lee airt.l te hftu i/1/f,li whiu 4N 
.:,.a.ekg~ iaf.-..ticm .. 

Dy c~•lut:ioa 4ated 6/t/at, t.lut.• MYia•4 'tMt 
~ 5/t/i 1 , ttr-.. J.. e. Mo~M•Tn. i~AOff' t•rut10M.1 ,...._ .. 
A'tlut• 1 G~i• •••l--4 DOAAU ' · · 1• u ·~ 
eaapJ.o,o by taat OAlltllpay, · •ft • iMt•l:, 121w ~ 
to 10 to Cot-PfM Chrl•ti. "f••••, wlwtN he eaploye4 \)y 
~ Aurico.Nl · ~elep,edia. Ccapaay,. Me'W a'ta't-4 be 
N:eeatly l••~ that •ttS£~ 1a ~tag ia p....._ City 
Floriq~ ullhg • Mlot;y ._.lee uhica • ..,..,, •• ••a &.11/'e•..,_.., 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




