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JAMES T, BUNDY, 1 cueventiv in Cuyahoga County
Jail, Cleveland, Ohio, Yor carcying o conceqaled weapon
and had been an inmate 2t the dissouri State Penitentiary
from October 1962 until Docompsy FO55,

RAY was & bteau map, working in the bakery,
slicing the bread QR IER % & vacist and was
many times heard dl%Cubclhg bis aixlilke for Negroes,

RAY was hooked on amphetamine %rxf € and always had

a nose dropper and needie ©o the solution made

up from the amphetamine pomdﬁr into his veins, The
amphetamine was obtained ithiough 4 source in the prison

at a price batween $50 and H100¢ por spevnful, and on
oceasion would break dwwm Lo it wf powder he would
receive and in ifurn se 16 ip smadiler packiges, When the
amphetamine was not ﬁ.m.[ﬁf;? iy wud;d break vp "bennies"
and use it.

He wag a “lone wolf | nownp discussed his own
perscnal background, and wes an 2via reader of sex books
and girlie magazines. B4y b trusted anyone and had
a feeling that evervone was out Lo pot him. He alsc had
a habit of pulling at his jcft esar constantiy., RAY purchased
the amphetamln@% from a fellow convict, J{M BRADLEY, described
as the "top con' at MissSouri Htate Penitentiary,

RAY had talked of efcaping on numerous occasions
and on cne occasion was caught with a rope¢ and hook. He
also participated in a tunpel job which was dis covered,
though the authorities were unawave of who had been 1nv01ved
in this attempt,

JAMES HARVEY BRADLEY, JB,, currently incarcerated
in U, S, Penitentiary, Leavenworth, Kansas, under number
84515, is serving a 15 year senience for violation of U, S.
Postal laws, BRADLEY disclaimed any knowledge of RAY
personally or by name .

JIMMY &, BRADLEY has isgsouri S @ Penitentiary
Number 71844 and is currently se:ving a iife sentence, He
was incarcerated in December 1956, He knew JAMES EARL RAY
as an employee in J Hall fer a Cime and knew he lived alone
in a cell in K Hali. He al.avs desired to cell alone,
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BRADLEY was 1in solitary when RAY escaped and knew
nothing of it., He described him as amn exceptionally quiet
and "odd" person. RAY took mild drugs Such as amphetamine
and had very small veins, making it difficult for him to
"main line' his shots., He purchased barbiturates and
amphetamine whenever he could, but always believed he was
ill, using drugs on occasion as a matteyr of medicine,

JEROME (NMN) CARPENLER, possesses Missouri State
Penitentiary #0304 and is serving a iife sentence for murder,

He has known JAMES EARL RAY since about 1963, but
not well. He knew JERRY RAY, brother of JAMES RAY, and
their father was named JERRY RAY. wWhen CARPENTER was 15
years of age his mother ran away with JERRY RAY and went
to St. Louis, Missouri, They separated after two years
and his mother has returned to Quincy, Illinois,

He described RAY to he a quiet;, meek person who was
very soft-spoken,

CARL BENTON DRAKE, now a self employed comtractor
at St. Louis, was a fellow inmate at the Missouri State
Penitentiary with JAMES EARL RAY, during the period 1960
or 1961 until his release in 1965. RAY is described as a
loner, closed-mouth, who never discussed anything but mixed
well with the other immates, both black and white, RAY
never displayed propensity for violence or racist sentiments.

RAY was not addicted to drugs, but nearly all the
inmates used any drugs available,

(Information receivod e¢lsewhere noted that DRAKE
had stated he received two telephone calls from RAY since
KING was killed, ome call coming from New Orleans, Louisiana,
and one call fr@m North Carolina, )

THOMAS BRITTON became acquainted with JAMES EARL
RAY in November 1965 while both were ipmates at the Missouri
State Penitentiary. RAY worked im J Hall as a "walk boy.,"
He would take orders for cigavettes, gum, candy, and the
like to be purchased within the prisomn and would bring hot
water for shaving and coffee To the inmates. He was the only
"walk boy" in J Hall and was free to contact any inmate and
could walk throughout the hail freely, Conversations with
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RAY indicated he was intimate with the area in Alabama known
as Walker County and had stayed in Birmingham, Alabama, in
the past. RAY on a daily basis would read the '"Post-Herald',
a newspaper of Birmingham, Alabama,

RAY reportedly stated that if he ever got out of
jail he was going to make himself g "bunch of money" and said
that the Businessmen’s Association has offered $100,000 for
killing MARTIN LUTHER KING, and KING is five years past due,
RAY did not know what the Businessmen's Association was, but
he intended to find out.

RAY also stated that he has a place picked out where
he could hide, but never identificd ite location.

RAY would be easy to identify, even if he attempted
to disguise his identity, in that he is defimitely ''slough-
footed" and his toes point out noticeably when he walked,
causing his heels and soles to wear down on the outside
edges. He also has a prominent ¢left on his chin and RAY
liked to drink.

RAY also picked up and delivered wagering tickets
in the cigarette lottery in J Hall,

RAY never discussed hig family por did he ever
indicate from which part of the Tnited States he came,

RAY, in conpection with the lotilery, was closely
connected with JOHNNY VALENTI and an individual named
"BOSTON", subseguently identitied as MILTON ZAVALOFSKI.

JAMES W, BROWN, Reform, Alabama, was an inmate
at the Missouri State Penitentiary from April 1960 through
June 1965. In 1963 he met RAY and heard him make the
statement that he was glad when JOHKW F, XENNEDY was killed,
identifying KENNEDY as a 'migger lover'', RAY disliked
Negroes and during the time MARTIN LUTHER KING was leading
demonstrations and marches he would become aggravated and
upset when reading this information in newspapers to the
point that he would curse KING and the Negroes,

BROWN also heard HAY make the statement that he
was going to get MARTIN LiUTHER KING when he got out.
"Cooley's organization” would pay $10,000 {o have KING
dead. BROWN had no knowledge concerning this organization
and only heard it ftrom RAY,

oA
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RAY was not overly friendly and never discussed
his past life in BROWN's presence, He had mentioned about
tunneling out of prison and going to Virginia to hide in
a cave.

RAY was friendly to an inmate, JOHNNY VALENTI,
who often spoke about Mexico and could speak Spanish,

RAY had also mentioned at one time that his
brother-in-law was working in Liberia, Africa, and was
making large sums of money.

BROWN further stated that VALENTI had told him
he and RAY committed a robbery of an oil company in Atlanta,
Georgia, committing the robbery about midnight,

BROWN overheard RAY tell VALENTI that when RAY
got out of the pemnitentiary he knew a guy names "COOLEY"
who would hide him where no one could find him.

(Credibility of BROWN, FBI No. 5049773, has not
been established to date, it being noted he has furnished
conflicting information about the personal habits of RAY,)

EVERETT WAYNE COX, FBI No. 127113C, interviewed
by the Oklahoma City Division, advised he was an inmate
at the Missouri State Penitentiary from 1961 until June
1964 when released and was friendly with JAMES EARL RAY.
He worked with RAY in the prison bakery and was a partner
with him in operating prison poker games,

RAY expressed some interest in learmning to speak
Spanish, studying the language from a Spanish dictionary
belonging to COX, He also read books about Mexico which
he obtained from the prison library.

Addresses were exchanged with RAY in 1964 but he
has not seen or heard from RAY since being released from
the penitentiary.

In searching his belongings COX located the name
ERIC LARSON, who was the inmate supervisor at the penitentiary
bakery, whom he described as the most likely person to know
the whereabouts of RAY,
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R THOMAS BEECHER CUEWS, Missouri State Penitentiary
No. 713453, is currently sewving a iife sentemce for murder.
He came to the Missouri State Penitentiary in 1958,

_ He said he did not know JAMES EARL RAY in the
Missouri State Penitentiary, though the photograph of RAY
contuinesd in the newspapers looks familiar. He did not
know 2wy sssociates of RAY either.

\_ RAYMOND LOG{S CURTIS is currently incarcerated

-
in the itfield Countv Jail, Dalton, Georgia, pending an /

appeal o\ a life sentence for murder,

2 first became acquainted with JAMES EARL RAZ
in March 1\5 in the Jackson County Jail, Kansas City)/
Missouri, w.'\(re RAY was incarcerated on a Post Office
Burglary cha\'e. 7Thev were cellmatos for six to seven
months. Duri' this incarceration a friend of RAY's would
visit him, Tu\ friend had been a cellmate with RAY af
Menard, 1llinoi), This individual kept RAY in spending
money while RAY ‘\'s in priscn and it is CURTIS® opinion
he would harbor k\y

Lo

‘ After thYy incarceration in the Jackson County
Jall they both a) different times were transferred to
the Fedoral Penilsntiary in Leavenworth, During this
period at Le&v@nWwah R&Y, to his knowledge, spoke of no

girlfriend and cot\czponded with nowe. He mentioned that
he "operated”™ whic \ CURTIS stated meant engaged in burglary

and payroll jobs, o0\ of Quincy, Iilineis,

RAY i® a go\' poker player and he with CURTIS
participated with felid: prisoners in crooked poker games.
At a subsequent time €L\ were bobth incarcerated in the
Missouri State Pemitentiy-y, oeccasionally in the same
cell. While in B and € INils they were together in a
threc-man cell with a thily individual, and it was during
Lhis period that Presiden) JOMN ¥. KENNEDY was assassinated.
Subsequently in 1963 or l£§4 the movements of Dr. h‘stAM{'J.‘II‘Igg1
LUTHER KING became topic of conversatiop at the penitent#ar
and word got around to the srisoners that businessmen HAd
raised a considerable amoun? of noney, about one mill¥
dollars, as a bounty on KINGis head. RAY mentioned 7/ dozen
times thatl had he known aboud the bounty on JOHN F'?AEN
head and kad been out he would have collected it ,
got oul in time and if KING was still alive, he w
to get the bounty on KING.
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RAY had a friend in New Orleans whose name was
spelled like a coin, ""Quarter' or 'Dime', apparently a
fence, who would harbor RAY.

GEORGE BEN EDMONDSON, an inmate at the Missouri
State Penitentiary, initially denied knowing JAMES EARL RAY,
but subsequently recognized him as an associate of an inmate
he knew by the name of RAY CURYIS. He personally had no
dealings with RAY inside or outside the penitentiary, and
therefore had nothing to discuss with him, EDMONDSON stated
it is very easy to get a Canadian passport., All that is
needed is $5.00 plus someone to sign as a guarantor and
substantiate this with a baptismal certificate or a birth
certificate, These records are available, as are guarantors,
in the Rue Notre Dome area. It costs about $50 to obtain
the necessary papers to back up the passport application.

All the inmates at the Missouri State Penitentiary
are aware how easy it is to get Canadian passports in Montreal
through this procedure.

BEN GOODIN, salesman, Schantzmeyer Ford, Jefferson
City, Missouri, formerly was chef at the Missouri State
Penitentiary and knew JIMMY RAY well, being his boss for
about six years. RAY was a good friend of a blond inmate
by the name of DOWDA who hated Negroes,

GOODIN thought that both RAY and DOWDA could be
mixed up in peddling dope in the penitentiary but he could
never prove it,

He was aware that RAY wanted to escape from the
penitentiary and he "killed'" a request by RAY for a transfer
to a farm because of this. RAY was strictly a loner and
very quiet,

MELVIN OLIVER GRIDLEY, currently an inmate of the
Missouri Training Center for Men, was a "hall tender" in
J Hall where RAY hid in the Missouri State Penitentiary
for one week in 1964 or 1965,

RAY worked under GRIDLEY in the recreation section
but he was described as closed-mouth who had few friends and
did not talk much to anyone. GRIDLEY lost contact with JAMES
EARL RAY in 1965 or 1966 when RAY was placed in solitary
confinement. ‘

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



ME 441987
8

PAUL ALVIN LAIL resides at 34 Barbados Drive,
Palm Springs, Florida, and while an inmate at the Missouri
State Penitentiary for three years had met and known
JAWES EARL RAY. He was not very friendly with RAY but
¢id eat with him a number of times when RAY was in the
kitchen visiting with his friend, LEWEY "WHITEY" DOWDA.

Be described RaY as a sharp intelligent guy who
hung around with the boys who were always up to sSomething
and were ia on all the deals, He vever seemed to have a
1ot of money but always seemad te bhsve encugh to get whatever
he wanted.

Most of the guys that B2y was wiith were on dope
and were peddling it.

There had been trouble with some of the Negro
prisoners in the Missouri State Penitentiary who were
Black Muslims, Some of the prisoners decided to teach
them a lesson, and three or four of the Negro leaders weyre
killed. RAY might have been in on the actual killing,
LATL did not know, but if not, RAY was close with the one
that did it.

LA1Y stated that from his association with RAY
he feit sure RAY would have a .45 automatic on his person
somewhers and he would not give up or e taken without a
fight. He considered RLY to be a "killer" and would not
be easy to catch or find,

He has not bheard from H%Y since he got out of the

Missouri State Penitentiaryv over & years ago and he does
believe RAY would know how to contact him,

JACK FOX LAMPHERE, Warsaw, Missouri, started servin:z
his sentence at the Missouri State Penitentiary at the same
time as JAMES EARL RAY.

Although RAY was not homosexual, he could be
intimidated into doing almost anything. He became indebted
to an inmate named JIMMY CARPENTER who stood good for RAY's
debts "in the yard.," CARPENTER also worked in the kitchen
of the prison with RAY.

o - RAY in his conversations would always mention his
liking for the Rogue River area of Oregon, He seemed to be
familiar with saw mill work in Oregon,
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LAMPHERE was called on the telephone at the City
Union Mission, Warsaw, Missouri, by ROBERY DALN PORLER,
FBI Number 459042, telling LAMPHERE he was in serious
trouble and had to keep moving. LAMPHERE turned PORTER
dwn rendering any assistance and advised that PORTER knows
JAMES EARL RAY very well since he vwas at the Missouri
State Penitentiary in 1960 through February 190686,

CECIL CLAYTON LILLIBRIDGH, Lissourl Dhate
Penitentiary Number 67755, kuew JAMES HEARY, BAY a1 She
penitentiary.

From his conversations with RAY he lesyrped that
his maximum ambition in iife was “o make a "'sceve’” of
about $20,000 to $30,000 after which he wouild go o
Mexico to "hide out" living simply on the loot «t the
favorable Mexican exchange rate,

RAY had spoken of Campeche Day near %he Yucatan
Peninsula and of living with peasants oun “he ouiskirts of
the town of Campeche, Mexico. He aiso spoke o a cheap
"red light district’ which was located in the sown of
Torreon or Torrejon (phonetic), which is believed located
in north central Mexico.

LILLIBRIDGE stated RAY did not like Iegroes in
general but expressed no particular feeling tovo:rd MARTIN
LUTHER KING although he did hear him rofeyr So vy, HING as
"MARTIN LUTHER COON',

RAY is described as a hypoehondriae » that he
took six or seven different kinds of pills dailyy imagining
he had a cranial depression and & 'rapid palpi-avion of the
heart. He would use an inmate's watch with a socond hand
to time his pulse,

RAY was acquainted with & man who operaged a
small-scale smuggling business who lived near HGie gown of
Campeche, Mexico, His name is believed to be ¢ . ther MATEO
LOPEZ GARCIA or MATEO GARCIA LOPEZ, who had apparently
lived for some time in the United States and who spoke
English. He owns a small fishing boat and wou .d smuggle
things from Brownsville, Texas, imnto Mexico Shrough
Campeche Bay.

EE
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RUSSELL LEE MART'IN, Missourl State Penitentiary
Number 08014, was contacted by the Little Rock Division and
stated he was well acquainted with JAMES EARL RAY while
both were incarcerated at the Missouri State Penitentiary.
MARTIN received pardon after helping solve a narcotics ring
operating in the Missouri State Penitentiary and was released
approximately three months ago.

Prior to RAY's escape, RBAY sold narcotics to other
inmates,

He stated that RAY was 2 ioner and had very few
friends,

MARTIN said that if RAY was in the Blytheville,
Arkansas, area and knew that MARTIN was there, he would contact
him,

FRANK JOSEPH GUINAN, currently incarcerated at the
Missouri State Penitentiary, has number 09297, He recalls
JAMES EARL RAY as an inmate and believes he was addicted
to "Bennies'' and amphetamine, RAY and NEAL AEBY, another
inmate, were receiving this material at the Missouri S¢ate
Penitentiary through a guard who was later transferred to
one of the farms and subsequently fired for smuggling a watch
into the prison farm.

GUINAN believes there was an elderly con, about 65
or 70 years of age, named JIMMY CARPENYER, who would have
known RAY, but he never knew them to cell together.

STERLING JUNIOR HILI, 9104 Walnut, Kansas City,
Missouri, was an inmate at the Missour:i State Penitentiary
at the same time that JAMES EARI, RAY was :incarcerated there,
HILL worked in the prison hospit&i, becoming supervisor of
nursing. He was never a close iriend of PAY's but RAY would
come into the hospital a few times on sick calil,

Although he knew RAY to speak to, he never had an
extended conversation and knew very Llittle concerning his
personal life or friends at the prison, He described him
as a loner who always acted like he wes troubled,
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FLOYD EVAKNS HILL, California State Prison #B11112,
is an inmate at this institutics haviang been arrested June
1967 and having been in continuval confinement since that
time. He is presently serving a & month to 10 year sentence
for grand theft of a pistol.

In November 1966 he arrived at the MSP to serve
a sentence for another charge and remained there for about
a month and a half. He knew a lot of inmates but upon
viewing photographs of JAMES EARL RAY, he could not be sure
of his recognition of this individual as having been one
of his cellmates. The center photograph on the Wanted Flver
of JAMES EARL RAY resembles a man who worked in the wood
shop at the Men's Institution Training Center, Moberly, where
HILL remained for 6 months., This individual who resembled
JAMES EARL RAY claimed to kunow guite a bit about safes, was
to get out soon, wanted to score on safes in California,
and go to Mexico to "cool it."“

Other than this. he has o koaowledge of the location
of JAMES EARL RAY.
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! o men's Tralning Center,
Mobherly, Missouri, knew JinES EalHL when they wers prisoners
at the penitentiary. He never considered himself a close
associate and last saw Ha¥ in 1964. He never heard HAY make

g Megroes and never heard

JOHNSON has no knowledge of any person who would

be a close associate or confidant of #2Y, nor does he kaow
where RAY could be located.
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BILLY EDWARD MILES, Missouri State Penitentiary
Number 02185, is serving a life sentence in the Missouri
State Penitentiary, and said he was interviewed by reporters
with the permission of Warden SWANSON and has been quoted
without the use of his name about his knowledge of RAY,

He has known RAY since February 1961 and heard
RAY mention he had a brother and &ister,

No one was actually a '"friend” of RAY's as he
had no close friends, but the person nearest to this
category is a former inmate named CARL DRAKE with whom
RAY did get along quite well,

RAY was always looking for a means to escape and
was considered by some of the inmates to be ‘'crazy' for his
attempts at escape.

He and RAY operated a book shop together at the
prison and they made some money from this, They would sell

and trade them for small amounts to the various inmates.

WALTER E, NOLAN has ¥FDBI Ho, 41847 and when interviewed
by the St. Louis Division was extrenely hostile., He remembered
JAMES EARL RAY from being inecarcerated with him at the
Missouri State Penitentiary, but he kuew nothing about RAY
now and would not tell law enforcement officials any information
he did have,

He denied having anything to do with the escape of
RAY from the penitentiary and he said he had not seen RAY or
been contacted by him since the escape.

NOLAN said that he knew RAY for ten years in prison
and was aware of his planning to escape on three occasions,
but had no knowledge as to the details or modus operandi.

He considers himself the closest associate of RAY as an inmate
and walked in the prison yard with him daily.

it is his opinion that RAY deoes not trust any convict

and regards all as potential “'stool pigeons," since RAY felt
that two of his escape attempts had been thwarted by informants,

G
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NOLAN's conversations with RAY concerned their
preparation of legal briefs in taeir attempt to gain freedom.
RAY was quite interemsted inm law i i concerned his case
and spent extra money to purchase law books.

HOWARD NUNK has pumber 68889 aad is an inmate at
the Missouri State Penitentiary., He was in K Hall at the
penitentiary during the time JAMES BARL RAY celled there
in 1967, and at the time RAY escaped,

He did not work directly with RAY bhut did see
him and spoke with him. He worked in the bakery on the day
after RAY's escape but never heard any talk concerning this
escape nor does he have any infornation as to the identity
of any inmate who may have aided him in his escape,

He never heard RAY speak of any "bounty' for the
death of Dr. MARTIN LUMIER KING.

RAY, in his conversations, did comment on New
Orleans, Louisiana, and he got the impression that RAY had

lived in New Orleans:; however, he does not recall any
specific comments concerning fthis city.

JAMES LOAMA OWENS was interviewed by the St, Louis
Division and advised he met JAMES EARIL RAY in 1959 at the
St, Louis Rescue Mission as a fricnd of BLACKIE AUSTIN.
When he met RAY he knew him as JiM O'CONNOR, but RAY used
the names RYAN and RAY, always with the first name of JIM,
He described him o8 a professional thief, specializing in
robbery and burglary. He descr:bed RAY as a loner and
thinker, but never s braggert., He liked cars and pistols
and once demonstrated bhis markomarshlip by hitting a can
successively on a2 bounce. He is o noderate drinker of
bourbon highballs, no beer, RAY's {theory was that women
were to use and forget and he preferred female street bums
with no attachment to any femele,

RAY once was geen with an older man named JACK
GAWRON who, with AUSTIN, appeared o be his only close
associate,

RAY once displayed $1,000 in travelers checks and
said he was going to Canada and the following month told
OWENE that he had been to Cansde. PAY also indicated at
least a dozen trips to ma&ny parts oif Hexico to cool off,
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mentioning Vera Cruz, Acapulco, Nogales, and Mexico City.
He reportedly had to leave Mexico City when he struck a
man in the head with a pistol as the man came at him with
a knife,

OWENS learned from other inmates that RAY sold
pills, believed to be bennies, and had a 3 for 2 loan
business at the Missouri State Penitentiary where they were
both incarcerated.

OWENS was in Menard Prison prior to the second
escape attempt by JAMES EARL RAY. He last saw him at the
Missouri State Penitentiary and has not contacted or
corresponded with him since that time.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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ROBERT LYNN POVELL, Doe Run. dissouri, was in
prison at Jefferson City, Misscuri, from January, 1967, to
February, 1968, at which time he xnew JAMES EARL RAY only
slightly. They both had worked in food service in the

prison.

He did not consider himself & friend of RAY's and
did not know any background nor any information concerining RAY's
escape.

He further advised that RAY's being somewhat of a
loner resulted in no one being very close to him. POVELL
had no idea of RAY's present whereabouts.

RAY PRUETT possesses Missouri State Penitentiary
No. 2195 and is a Clerk in K Hall. He knew JAMES EARL RAY
well and visited him on occasion in the hall of the Missouri
State Penitentiary. He considered him a "neighbor."

RAY had no i1l feelings toward the Negro race and
had no abnormal sexual habits.

He first met RAY in S5t. JLouis about 1959 and knew
him all of the time they were in th: penitentiary except
for a brief pericd when he PRUETT, was on parole.
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HAROLD DYAWN KLEMP, an inmate at Folsom State
Penitentiary, Folson, California, had met RAY through
RAY's crime partner, JAMES "SHORTIE" OWENS., He and OWENS
had been cell mates from October, 1961, to December, 1964,
at the Missouri State Penitentiary and it was at this time
that he met RAY.

He described RAY as a quiet, close-mouthed,
even~tempered individual who minded his own business and
a person people would not remember unless they had direct
dealings with him.

RAY's mind was consumed with the idea of escape
and he, KLEMP, did not think in his own mind that after
escaping from prison he would be so stupid as to shoot a
"big wig like KING",

KLEMP had no idea as to RAY's current location or
anyone who associated with him,

FRANK MAYBERRY.#13763, Moberly, Missouri Men's
Training Center, was only in the Missouri State Penitentiary
from 1962 until 1963 when he was paroled., He is unable to
recall ever seeing or hearing anything about JAMES EARL RAY
until after the assassination of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING.

He was unable to suggest the identity of any
individual who might have been clogelv associated with RAY
and he had no information concerning RAY's whereabouts.

HARRY SERO resides at 295 North McNeil, Memphis,
Tennessee, and was formerly in Missouri State Penitentiary
and had number 01903J. He became friendly with JAMES EARL
RAY during the period of February - June, 1964, while
incarcerated in "B" Block at the Missouri State Penitentiary.
He also became acquainted with another inmate, RAYMOND CURTIS,
who recently has talked to newspaper reporters concerning his
association with RAY.

SERO can recall making the statement in the
presence of RAY and CURTIS, &s well ag other inmates, that
while he, SERO, had been in Memphis, Tennessee, an unknown
individual had speculated that if MARTIN LUTHER KING ever
attempted 2n economic bhoycott in the City of Memphis it would

&6
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be worth a large amount of money to Memphis businessmen to
have KING killed. This conversation had taken place in his,
SERO's, presence in Memphis but it was mere speculation and
had no basis in fact. This conversation was related to his
prison mates but he had no intention of implying that any
person or group of persons had or was contemplating placing
a bounty on MARTIN LUTHER KING.

It was his recollection that RAY had a great dis-
like for Negroes and although he would not describe him as
a "loner', he would say RAY did not know how to make friends
or how to mix with other people. RAY was a regular user of
amphetamines in prison but he did not believe RAY used any
other narcotics.

He did not believe RAY had any important criminal
connections and he had no idea where RAY might presently be.
He has not heard from RAY since he left the Missouri State
Penitentiary.

IVAN DALE UNDERWOOD, former Missouri State Penitentiary
inmate, was interviewed by the St. Louis Division. He stated he
was not acquainted with JAMES FARL RAY while at the penitentiary
but upon viewing his photograph he believed RAY to be identical
with an individual who worked with RALPH RENFRO for a short
period during the late 1u50°'s &t Joplim. Missouri. RENFRO
carried on a furnace and heating business and would also '"finger"
residences and business establishments in the Joplin area. Under
the pretext of a free inspection of the premises, RAY would gain
entrance to case the place for a possible robbery or burglary
or, if the owner appeared gullible, would attempt to sell a new
heating outfit.

UNDERWOOD knew RAY only through their mutual
association with RENFRO and has no knowledge as to RAY's
present whereabouts or close associates.

JAMES D. WALLACE, inmate #75682, Missouri State
Penitentiary, stated he was raised with JIMMY OWENS who was
arrested with JAMES EARI RAY prior to his incarceration at
the penitentiary. WALLACE, himself, was in the penitentiary
from 1959 until he was parcled in 1965 and was again returned
£¢ the penitentiary in March, 1968, Last summer, 1967, month
unknown, he was coming out of the Jefferson Gravois Bank,
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While at the Missouri State Penitentiary RAY quit smoking.

RAY enjoyed tinkering with mechanical things, had
built an air-conditioner out of spare parts for his prison
cell, and was handy in the repair of radios, parts for which
he would obtain from the penitentiary machine shop.

AEBY stated he would in no way render assistance
to aid in the capture of RAY.

BOBBY FRED ASHE, Missouri State Penitentiary #
01562, knew JAMES EARL RAY at the penitentiary but was not
too well acquainted with him., He stated no one was well
acquainted with RAY as he was a quiet individual. He never
knew RAY to express strong opinions on any subject, including
racial matters, and he never heard of a bounty mentioned in
connection with Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING.

ASHE did not feel that RAY was involved in the
sale of amphetamines or ''pills’', or to operate or play in

poker games,

JOSEPH ELMER AUSTIN advised he is 69 years of age
and he knew JAMES EARL RAY for about 6 months during 1959.
He and RAY robbed a supermarket at Alton, Illinois, which was
the only score they pulled together. He claimed RAY cheated
him, AUSTIN, of his part of the loot from the robbery.

AUSTIN was unaware that RAY had escaped from prison
or that he was being sought in the slaying of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER
KING.

LEWIE RAYMOND DOWDA is an inmate of the Cobb County
Jail, Marietta, Georgia, and was formerly incarcerated at the
Missouri State Penitentiary. Hewas acquainted with JAMES
EARL RAY for approximately three years. DOWDA was the chief
C§OK at the prison during this time and RAY worked as a bread
slicer.

He described RAY as an avid reader who participated
in softbhall games as a pitcher and would watch all the baseball
games at the prison.

In 1966, a group of Black Muslims petitioned for the
right to have their own religious services and a subsequent
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search recovered weapons in their possession. This was
followed by white prisoners arming themselves which in turn
was followed by a riot. Three Negro prisoners were killed
and, in his opinion, if RAY did not knife them himself he
would know who did knife them. RAY was a racist and hated
Negroes.

RAY often talked of going to the lLake of the Ozarks
when he got out of prison. RAY was particularly interested
in Western Music and a number oif orchestras from the Lake of
the Ozarks had played at the penitentiary.

DOWDA stated RAY's dope habit was costing him from
$35 to $40 per week for shots and he appeared to be well fixed
and never wanting for anything. While in prison he used
amphetamines which he took in shots in the '"'main line’ and
he had known RAY to give free amphetamines to prisoners who
needed a shot.

NEAIL AEBY was RAY's closest friend in the Missouri

State Penitentiary and was responsible for bringing RAY in to
the kitchen. AEBY, at this time, was chief cook.

DOWDA claimed he had not been contacted by RAY and
had heard nothing to indicate RAY had attempted to contact
him. RAY had talked about traveling all over the United
States but never mentioned anything to indicate RAY was
associated with anyone in the Atlanta, Georgia area.

JAMES C. FLETCHER, #72071 of the Missouri Training
School for Men, had been in the Missouri State Penitentiary
at the same time JAMES EARL RAY was there and he knew him
from going back and forth to the dining room to eat. Everyone
knew JAMES FARL RAY by his reputation as he had attempted to
escape several times.

FLETCHER reported RAY missing at the time of his
April, 1967, escape to Lt. BILLY TURNER. It was rumored at
the time that RAY was going to the State of Georgia if he
was successful in his escape.

FLETCHER had no knowledge or information concerning
RAY's current location nor had he been contacted by RAY since
his escape.
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ORVILLE ERNEST GANY was located at Dismas House,
St. Louis, Missouri, at which time he advised his last
Missouri State Penitentiary number was 69729, He first
entered the penitentiary in August 1826 on a four-year
sentence for burglary, re-entered the penitentiary in April
1831 on a 25-year sentence for murder, and the third time
in April 1955 for a 20-year sentence for armed robbery.
He was released on parole on 4pril 9, 1968.

GANN knew JAMES EARL RiY casually while both were
inmates at the penitentiary. During the period of this casual
acquaintance, they had some slight association in the yard and
personal association based on the fact that RAY worked on the
food detail and sometimes served special dishes to GANN while
GANN reciprocated by giving RAY special consideration in
connection with his laundry service, since GANN was assigned
to the laundry. He considered RAY to be a neat individual
and clean,

Close associates of RAY st the penitentiary were
identified to be CARL DRiAKE, a tinner, and TED RICHARDSON.

At the time of RAY's escape, GANN was not confined
at Jefferson City but was on the honor farm at Springfield,
Missouri. He has no knowledge of where RBaY would be now or
. whom he would seek out once he had escaped.
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JOHN KENNETH HURTT is an inmwte at the Missouri
State Penitentiary, having number 75502, In 1966 he celled
in the same hall at the Missouri State hpznitentiary as did
JAMES EARL RAY for two or three weeks. Y¥e was not close to
RAY and knows of no close associates of R%YQ

RAY was always ''‘planning an escaﬁe“ but HURTT
does not know who helped RAY escape in April 1967, if anyone
did help him, ,

He never heard RAY mention a bounty on the life
of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, nor did he ever hear anything
from RAY to indicate one way or the other his feelings
toward the Negro race.

In return for sending about a $15 money order to
a stationery company under the pretext of ordering some
paper, all done at the direction of RAY, he (HURTT) was
given cigarettes in return by RAY for accomplishing this
feat, RAY was always talking about the man who owned the
stationery company, and it is this person whom HURTT thought
RAY said lived in Kansas City. The name it was directed to
he believes was PEPPER, The paper never came and when he
asked RAY about delivery RAY told him the paper would be
delivered directly to RAY.

HURTT further’ advised that he never heard of
"COOLEY's Organization' and he has been in the Missouri
State Penitentiary for the past 15 years., He also has
no information to indicate RAY was involved with the sale
of amphetamine in the pemiten'tiarye

DONALD JOHNSON, Missouri State Penitentiary
inmate 19987, believes that when he was in the penitentiary
during the 1960-1966 era he believes he may have known who
RAY was during that time but was not associated or acquainted
with him personally. :

He returned to the Missouri State Penitentiary in
February 1967 and worked in the bread room of the penitentiary
in the early part of the year and he was working the morning
shift during the time RAY escaped.

He does not know whether or not another inmate
aided RAY in his escape and he does not subscribe to the
theory that RAY escaped in the bread box being delivered
to one of the prison farms. He (JOHNSON) personally loaded
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the bread into the wooden bread box and took it down the
elevator operated by an inmate %o the dock and assisted in
placing the box on the truck.

JOHNSON denied having knowledge of any plan by
JAEMES EARL RAY to escape and had no knowledge as to his
possible whereabouts.
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JCHN PAUL VELANTI, South 18th Street, $t. Louis,
Hissouri, was in the Missouri State Peritentiary from
February, 1960, to December, 1264. He does not believe
he was ever housed in the same hall as RAY and therefore
was pnot that familiar with him.

He described RAY as a quiet type, seldom noticed.
RAY did not gamble or play sports or do anything to attract
attention to himself.

He recalls RAY's face from having seen him at the
penitentiary. RAY’s escape attempts attracted no attention
to RAY as there were frequent such attempts by numerous
inmates.

He has no knowledge of RAY's present whereabouts.

When reinterviewed, VELANTY admitted he ran a poker
game and lottery at the penitentiary, having saumerous inmates
working for him. He kpew all of them personally, but JAMES EARL
R4Y never worked for him.

KENNETH LEE WADE, FBI number 568 123 B currently
incarcerated Samn Quentin Penitentiary advised he was confined
to the Missouri State Peunitentiary frowm 1958 through 1965 on
a robbery charge. He knew JL¥ES EARL RAY frowm about 1960
until 1965. RAY came to the Missouri State Penitentiary with
a man by the name of RAY PRUETT aund they were "fall partners.’”
WADE meant that he, WADE, and PRUETT were couvicted at the
same time, but PRUETT fought the conviction and did not enter
the penitentiary until a later date amd the entrance was
timed with that of RAY.

The three of them lived im "K Hall” and RAY and
WADE worked in the prison bakery.

RAY, PRUETT, WADE, BOBBY BURNS and GLEN SHURNICK
(phonetic), were selling amphetamine and other stimulants
to the immates.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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MILTON ZAVALCOFSKI, Moberly Training Center for Men,
#01658, served from November 1960 until April 1968 at the
Missouri State Penitentiary as a portion of his 20 year sentence
for armed robbery. Subsequently he was transferred to his
current place of confinement.

He knew JAMES EARL RAY as an inmate and remembers his
hiding in the penitentiary as well as his escape,.

. He could furnish no information concerning his present
whereabouts or close associates.

U. S, PENITENTIARY, LEAVENWORTH, KANSAS

CHARLES CALVIN BOOKMAN possesses FBI #892355 and
resides in Room 201, Belmont Apartments, 948 South Figueroa,
South Los Angeles.

BOOKMAN served time at Leavenworth with JAMES EARL
RAY, becoming acquainted during the latter part of 1956 when
both were in the kitchen of the trusty farm. He believes RAY
was from the Biloxi -~ Gulfport, Mississippi, area and was able
to pilot an airplane.

In August 1967 BOOKMAN returned to Los Angeles,
California, from a trip and met JAMES EARL RAY at the Amber
Room, Figueroa Hotel, Los Angeles. He estimated this to be
August 12, 1967. RAY went with him to his room in the Belmont
Apartments and he did not hear again from him until April 19,
1968, at around noon or 4:00 P,M. when he received a telephone
call and states the person calling was JAMES EARL RAY.

Interview of BOOKM:N contained many inconsistencies
and conflicts in his story awnd therefore no credibility could
be given to the alleged phone call received by him from JAMES
EARL RAY,

BOOKMAN has stated that he will contact the FBI
should he again hear from JAMES EARL RAY.

The substance of the telephone call allegedly re~
ceived from JAMES EARL RAY on April 19, 1968, was that he was
“"hotter than a cow marshal's pistol” and made a request of
BOOKMAN for money, which was denied.
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DYRELL DENNIS, located at the Towne Hotel, Milwaukee,
Wisconsin, listed her home address to be 1151 Wilcox, Los
Angeles, California. When initially contacted on April 25,
1968, she advised she had no knowledge of JAMES EARL RAY
and through viewing his photographs said she did not know
him or anyone named ERIC STARVO GALT.

Subsequently, she was recontacted on April 27,
1968, at the Belmont Hotel, Milwaukee, Wisconsin. She
advised she had resided at the St. Francis Hotel, Los Angeles,
California, from March 1 to March 9, 1968. One night in
the Sultan Room, Hollywood Boulevard, she was approached
by a man who introduced himself as ERIC (Last Name Unknown),
She described him as follows:

Race White

Sex Male

Age Late 30's or early 40's

Height 5'10"

Build Slender

Hair Salt and pepper

Eyes Light blue

Wearing apparel Dressed very neatly

Characteristics Appeared very nervous, pointed
facial features; spoke with a
nasal twang.

This person drank screwdrivers and claimed to
have worked with computers. He had in his possession a large
sum of money in $10 and $20 bills. She talked him into giving
her a $20 bill after which they left the Sultan Room and
went to another club where they continued to drink and then
went to ERIC's room, #403 in the St. Francis Hotel. As
they drank he told her on more than one occasion that he
could become violent. She began to fear that he might
possibly be a psychopath and decided against having relations
with him. Under pretext, she left the St. Francis Hotel.

Subsequently, she again encountered ERIC at the
Sultan Room at which time he asked for and she returned his
$20 bill.
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~ she stated she has nef'Seen'thisfﬁefSOn since
"that time. o u

. S ANITA LOUISE KATZWINKEL Apartment 9, 1727
',,Nprth Garfield Place, Hollywood, Callfornla, was unable
~ to identify phtographs of ERIC STARVO GALT as anyone she

-k knew., She also did not know CHARLES g, STEIN

L KATZWINKEL stated she has never made any obscene
fllms although SUE HARRIS had .told her that she had made
Coa nude f11m with a female named LOU (Last Name Unknown) .

: GINGER DAY, also known to her as GINGER NANCE,
: llke the news broadcasts concerning GALT, favored beer and
: vodka and would listen only to country and western music.

. L KATZWINKEL has no knowledge of the locatlon of
’ JAMES EARL RAY, known as ERIC; STARVO GALT

v MARIE MARTIN, re51ding at the St Fran01s Hotel,
‘room 201, Los Angeles, California, listed. her original
name to be MYRIAL TOMASO, and she has also used the names
MARIE DENNINO and MARIE MARTINELLO. She is a cocktail
waitress at the Sultan Room in the St. Francis Hotel.

T She flrst met a person who 1ntroduced himself
.. as. ERIC GALT on approximately :December 4, 1967, in the
~--Sultan Room. He had been drlnklng at the bar: and carried
- on a conversation W1th her wh1le she was waitlng on other

5,customers.v’ ’ ‘ FEEE

_ - She obtalned GALT's agreement to dr1ve her cou51n,
,RITA SEEIN to New Orleans, Louisiana, to pick up RITA's
two ‘children.and return them to Los Ange&es, GALT agreed
~to make the: tripvlf MARIE MARTIN and RITA STEIN and her
" brother, CHARLES STEIN, would‘reglster to vote and list
the political party sponsoring former Governor GEORGE C
WALLACE as their political eandldate°

' The day after the group registered for the
- WALLACE political party, MARIE MARTIN, RITA STEIN and CHARLES
STEIN were issued registration recelpts Subsequently,
MARIE MARTIN went to her room and brought a box of clothing

"5:
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down to GALT's car which she had requested to be delivered
to her mother, LORBAINE CALLAWAY, at New Orleans. At this
point, RITA and CHARLES STEIN and GALT left.

About one week later, she again saw GALT at the
St. Francis Hotel, and he gave her a $20 bill after asking
her if she were short of money. GALT told her he had visited
some friends who lived in the Industrial Canal area of
New Orleans near Chef Menteur Highway. GALT became a regular
customer at the Sultan Room and on her recommendation, he
moved into the St. Francis Hotel.

On February 14, 1968, GALT came to her room and
they arranged to trade television sets. He took her portable
set and gave her his set and a $20 bill. He told her he was
going south and agreed to drop off another package at her
mother's house at New Orleans.

She said that GALT used Spanish phrases on occasion,
though he told her he could not speak Spanish. He told her
he had lived in Mexico for about six years and knew a girl
in Guadaljara.

Referring back to her portable television set, she
described it as a 21 inch General Electric set of plastic
material with built in rabbt ear antennas and a handle on top.

The last time MARIE MARTIN saw GALT was on the
day they traded television sets, February 14, 1968.
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RITA STEIN resides at 5666 Franklin Avenue, Los
Angeles, California, and first met ERIC S. GALT in mid-
December 1967 at the Sultan Room, St. Francis Hotel, Los
Angeles, California. In conversation with GALT relative to
her two children residing at hexr mother's home in New Orleans,
Louisiana, she was able to determine that GALT would drive to
New Orieans in his own car and return the children to Los
Angeles. He agreed to take her brother, CHARLES STEIN, with
him on the trip. Conditions for making this trip were that
she, her brother and her cousin, MARIE MARTIN, all register
with GEORGE WALLACE's party in California.

The following morning GALT drove the three of thenm
to a location where they registered for the WALLACE party.
Following this, they all returned to her residence, after
which her brother left for New Orleans with GALT.

She next saw GALT when he returned with her two
children approximately one week. He entered her house upon
his return but stayed only a few moments and then departed.
He returned again the next day to bring one of her children's
toy blackboard which had been left in his car the previous
day.

Following this, she saw GALT in the Sultan Room in
mid-January 1968 and had no conversation with him. This was
the last time she saw him.

A photograph of ERIC S. GALT obtained from the
International School of Bartendering, Los Angeles, California,
when displayed to RITA STEIN, reflected that this indeed was
the ERIC S. GALT known to her.

JEROME WALLIS VERNON, known also as Jay Wallis Vernon,
resides in Apartment B, 1246 Woodbury Court, Upland, California,

He operated the Home Service Laundry and Dry Cleaning
Company, Los Angeles, from January 16 to March 23, 1968, and
a man by the name of GALT was a regular customer at the laundry.
He believes GALT came in each Saturday afternoon.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



ME 44-1987
TOR :LF

He first saw GALT on Saturday, January 20, 1968,
and last recalled seeing him on March 16, 1968. GALT would
always leave a bundle of laundry consisting of underwear,
T-shirts and dress shirts, and he would pick up the finished
laundry the following Saturday. Photographs of the T-shirt
and shorts recovered near the scene of the assassination were
similar to the ones brought in by GALT, according to VERNON,
but he could not be sure whether the two pieces belonged to
him. The laundry markings on the underwear were identified
by him as being similar to the mark used by his laundry.

GALT always paid for his laundry in cash, using $10
and $20 bills.
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GINGER LEE B ONIR {ves U0E 1) restdes 405 First
Stroet, Dixowe, {liinois, SR turday or Funday of
¥Yay, 1967, she and %HTW* K ”T“ 1LL teft Dixon, Iilinoils,
mnd proceeded to Los Angeles tfornia, where they established
esidence at the VPalms wpang~xﬁS Gn Punsaet Boulevard, Hollywood.

After about three weeks, she and XKATZY INKEL moved to
1555 Serrano and resided there for about a month and a haif.

Ta Jure, 1967, she hitchhiked back to Dixen, Illinois,
accompanied part of the way by her hoy friend, JiI¥ LYFHY. She
CAONGT W@cqli'wr&t%ﬁg her aame A peldress on any paper nor did
she give any mame und addross 0w a paper to any of the people
who gave her a ride in 2 cavr., Sho did enjoy several rides
across country during her bitehbhimisog trip in Hustangs.

She stated that TUE Hoot iy and ANTTA KATZWINKEL were
working as prostitutes in oslifornis wking out of SUE's
apartment,

NAKCE further asdvigesd the pawe BERIC 8, GALT is unkncown
to her,

CHARLES J, STEIN regides zt 5666 Franklin ilvenue,
Los Angeles, California, and first vel ERIC &, GALT at the
Sultan RBoorn of the Saint Francis Hotel, Los Angeles, California,
on December 24, 1867. His sister, #iT4 STEIN, was present
along with his cousin, KARIE MNAHTIN, a¢ the time of the meeting.

GALT offered to drive ®TEiN to New Orleans to pick
up BITA's two childrem, and returs thes toe Log Angeles

#1 meeting, the three of
pyuest iy the political party of

The morrniog after the initi
them registered at GALT's
GEORGE WALLACE,

STEIN and GALYT traveled 1o New Jrleans along the
soulhern route through Yuemsz, Tu rﬁﬁ ¥l Paso. While en
route, GALT wmade several tﬁ?@; ope calls, wostly while
traveling through Texas and 1h is were wmade from pay
telephones.
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GALT mentioned that he had recently returned from
Mexico where he had formerly had a2 part ownership in a bar
and that hie former partner, a Mexicarn, had bought out his
interest iun the bar. This bar was located near a seaport
or boats.

At New Orleans, GALT expressed the desire not to
stay at STEIN's mother's residence, but to stay at a motel
and he vas directed to a motel in the 1000 block of Charter
Street (determined to be the Provincial Motel), New Orleans.
They had driven straight through from Los Angeles, ariving
on December 17, 1967.

On the following day, he met GALT in the street near
the residence of CLOVINA ALONZO, 1907% Royal Street, STEIN's
mother, and GALT told him he had contacted the individuals he
needed to contact and wanted to begin the trip back to
Los Angeles. Subsequently, he telephomed STEIN and delayed the
departure due to a storm blocking their present route.

They returned to Los Angeles on December 19, 1967,
with RITA S$TEIN's two children. GALT paid for all expenses
of food and gasoline im cash.

STEIN stated that a girl, with blond hair, about
5'2", by the name of JERI, according to information developed
by he and LOUIS LOMAX, a Los Angeles newspaper man, had lived
with GALT while GALT resided in Los Angeles., JERI is presently
in Milwauvkee, Wisconsin, and had used several names in the past,
cine of which he believed to be DYRELL.

STEIN further stated that he learned, following his
initial wmeeting with GALT, that GALT wust have thought he was
beiug sot up for a robbery because MARIE MARTIN told STEIN
that GALT had made the comment following STEIN's departure
from the Sultar Room that “He would hate to have to kill
scueone ., "’

¥When STEIN loaded his suitcase into the trunk of
GALT's Hustang, he noticed GALT's blue suitcase there, as
well as what appeared to be a Kodak camera box. This box
was yellow and black in color, two amd one-half feet long
and a foot wide.
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Oriving through Hew Orlezns, STEIN told GALT he
was grateful to him for ri o dovre 19 plick up the
children of RITA STEIN, Lur LY pontioned that he was not
doing anyouns a favor because he had busipess to conduct in
New Orleans, himself, and he mentiomned ar Italian~-sounding
nane, which he cannot recall, but is a well-known name in
New Orleans and the street he mentioned gave STEIN a mental
picture of the Chalmette~Industrial Camal area of
New Orleans.

Near El1 Paso, Texas, GALT purchased a used tire
for the Mustang at a tire store. Later in the evening of
the same date, December 16, 1967, STEIN recalled that he
awoke from a sleep and found they had stopped and GALY was
#x¥ing a lengthy telephone call from a public coin box
telephone booth. He believes this call was made somewhere
i the vicinity of Houston, Texas, and since it was dark,
he <¢ould recall the light in the telephone booth shining -
down on GALT while he made the call.

Later in the day, after arriving at New Orleans
and GALT's going to the Provincial ¥otel, STEIN went for a
walk with his soms through the Fremnch Quarter and over near
the new Trade Mart Building on (amal Street. Later in the
day, during the evenimng, GALT commented that he had seen
STEIN and the two boys earlier that day near the Trade Mart
Buildisrg while he was having a beer at a bar in the area.
This was at the home of his sister, MARIE LEE, that the
couvsrsation with GALT took place.

On the evening of December 19, 1967, GALT, STEIN
and RITA STEIN's two children departed New Orleans for
Los Angeles. They drove straight through, arriving on
Decenmber 21, 1967, in the morning.

After this trip, STEIN did observe GALT on a
couple of occasions in the Sultam Room of the Hotel
Saint Framcis. On one of these occasions, GALT mentioned
the fact that he had "just fiunished bartending school."
Sometime after this, either RITA STEIN or MARIE MARTIN

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



e N Lierr 0V ey odies Lo New Orleans again,
ool Mot oo AU bkt hwwborgers because that

st on the frio o Mo oukleans.

SYWIN did ise iy he hnd helped LOUXS LOMAX,
soper reporter, identify BYRFLL DENNIS, who is now
woe, Wisconsin, who allegediy dated GALT on one
vitide he resided in L ing STEIN fels that
e’ hir for publicity purposes, identifying STEIN
oy to the case.”  This upset STEIN because he
felt whoever shot KING might take n shot at him.
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1

SOUN RLOE AT UARKDN D residing at 1807 South 11th
Street, St., Lou@= . 2is=sord ) wam Lorn on R
at Chicago, Titinsis, oo cuiimsalos that he has spent about
45 years of hwis it Lwopenat wnstitutions.

Pavoiced ya (957 1o o wldier's Home, Quincy,
Il1linois, GAWRON oooome soguaisicd 2t a tavern in Quincy
with LUCILLE RYAMN wh wanm e, ied from her husband,
JERRY RAYNES, o/ fii¥ ned & daughter named CAROL, then
living with her, & mop o ; 'Y, who was also living with
her; a son mameo ¥y ) 4% EAHL RAY)Y, who was then
serving a Fedoyn! ~onflepes 3o e U, S. Penitentiary,
Leavenworth, ¥anzes«: i son named FRANKLIN DENNIS RAYNES,
deceased; a daugbtor vawed YHLRYL, who was in a mental
hospital in Jacksoavi!is v e:

ik, who was in a Catholic

orphanage locatod of Sidons, iii:uois; and a son named
JOHN (JACK), wha wo. worvins @ sontence in the Illinois
State Penitentiuvry . e oardg, §oiinois. '

GAWROM . o togeutr cnverfvea dn a burglary at Quincey,
Illinois, in 1%, waa ais cavo!e revoked and was returned
to the Illinois e Poritondtiaey, but in 1959 he escaped
from this instriut o Avver o fow days, he went to the
home of LUCILLE Hyik <HAVNHEG whore her mother, MARY MAHGR,
was operating & wooni s house, cvd GAWRON resided with
LUCILLE at 1913 Hroheovy, 4, Lowis, Missouri.

During = i :
closely associated JAMEN FEARL BAY and taught him to be
a burglar and thev wont togeoiher o a number of burglaries,
estimated to be Twe . Thew were committed outside St.
Louis in the noyihewvn part of Missouri, in Jowa, and in
Illinois. GAWE taugnt JUVAY (JAMES BEARL RAY) to always
wear gloves on aoy kuuad @i @ Job, and he was surprised that
he would now g an sov jobh without wearing gloves at the
risk of leaving fingerpriuts

Togetoes  now soeo? o syeat deal of time, and in
St. Louis they freguonted o tuvern known as Ruby's Bar, later
known as the Hawveo fwie, by 1¢ Street, just west of 18th.
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1Y generally drank bourbon, whion

did not drink becr or smok. ETEER PRI b
rhe first time, he (RAY) had a o~ o0 0 te 11 i utter
in his speech. When RALY wantod » il O v usuzlly found
4 girl for him and on such oco S hip with
the girl was only brief and tenporary ol @ - segond or
third rate hotel room.

_ fu B money, likes
good food, and buys expensive ¢lofivys . he always chooses
2 second or third rate hotel or & c¢he:y rooming house in
which to live.

GAWRON, RAY, and JAMo Owiks, with whom RAY was
arrested and sentenced to the “ i State Panitentiary,
cased the Kroger Store in East 't Illinois, for a
robbery. GAWRON declined to particigate because of the
danger involved.

The following day BAY and O v were arrested
and subsequently RAY was transier: { 1 iissouri State
renitentiary. GAWRON has not seen &7 s at time.

In 1961, GAWRON, ALSLEY Pr.oriR, sand JOHN RAY,
brother~in-law and brother of J. LAl RmaY, respectively,
were arrested at Louisiana, ¥issouri, and while his parole
was revoked, the other two persons Lved tences of
ten days in jail. He does not bhaeli that JAaVES EARL RAY
knows ALBERT PEPPER, who is married to HaY's gister,

GAWRON is on friendly
CAROL RAY PEPPER. All of RAY's
Miinele JACK," although he has no family
The PEPPERs have two young somns , | pgey t being named
JEIMMY, reportedly named for JAWE: ; . The PEPPERs
onaerate the Grapevine Tavern, amnd L3 [ 1s a
the operation of this tavern at

GAWYRON stated that insof.v ag he knows
subject has not been in 8t. Lou e is ¥
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Missouri State Penitentiary in view of the fact he is too
well knowr, GAWRON has not seen JAMES EARL RAY since 1959.

GAWRON believes JAMES EARL RAY trafficed in
drugs or barbiturates at the Missouri State Penitentiary
and also had a loan shark business there. On three different
occasions, he made purchases of inhalers, normally used for
colds, at the request of RAY. His request, though originating
from RAY in prison, was relayed to him by CAROL PEPPER, On
each of these occasions, GAWRON purchased a gross of these
inhalers (probably Benzedrine) and on three separate occasions,
he was contacted by a guard from the prison at Jefferson City,
Missouri, wno would pick up the inhalers and take them to
RAY at the prison. Reportedly, the guard told GAWRON
that each trip was worth a "C" to the guard.

GAWRON recalls being told by JOHN RAY that JAMES
EARL RAY was in Omaha, Nebraska, during well, making good
money as some sort of a salesman. This was in June, 1967.
Shortly thereafter, JOHN RAY told GAWRON that JAMES was
now in Los Angeles, California. GAWRON had no knowledge
as to how JOHN RAY and CAROL PEPPER would have come into
possession of information relative to the location of JAMES
EARL RAY in Jupe, 1967.
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V. IDENTIFICATION RECORD AND DESCRIPTION
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The following is subject’'s identification record
ag farnished by fhe FBI ldentification Division on April 23,

1968, under

CONTRIBUTOR OF NAME AND

FINGERPRINTS

FBI # 405 942 ¢

ARRESTED
NUMEBER OR
RECEINED

sheriff's
Difice Los
Angeies,
Calif.

bR, Los
Angeles
Calyf

“y Cedar
Papids, ifova

B Adten,
[S RN

D {hicago
i1l

Ceok County
Juill Chicago
Il

State Peni-
tentiary,
Joliet, T11.

James Favl 2/18,46
Ray

#16 163 129

Janes Earl
Bay 58-119208

James Earl
Ray #139648

James E. Ray 4/18/50

#5937
James Farl TI23731
Ray #7514

James Ray
#090696

James Ray
#£1311635

James E. Ray
#32419

10411749

CHARGY

DISPOSITION

sUsHdcion

of bBurelary

SUSDICION
45% Penal
(burglary)

VALZIAREY

o opera-
toir's Lie-
SnNEE = U0
City

rohoery
{Gun)

robhbory

robbery
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Ldcaense

8 months County
Jail suspended;
Z years proba=-
tion served;
first 90 days
County Jail:
146 12/30/49
{s129438

released to pay
later

Grand Jury
£3000

6/13/52 sen-
tenced to peni-
tentiary 1 to 2
vears

i to 2 years
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CONTR IBUTOR OF NAME AND ARRESTED CHARGE DISPOSITION
FINGERDPRE INTS NUMBER OR
RECE YVED

State Peni- James E. Ray 7/7,5% robbery 1 to 2 years

tenliary #19121 1952 in 3/12/54

Pouviac, I11. transfer discharged
from Joliet

20 ¥dvards- James Earl 8.730/54 burglary
ville, 111, Ray #:640 & larceny

B Hannibal James E. Ray 3/23/55 investigation

Missouri FA07T 14 of breaking &
entering Post
Office

State Highe- James Earl 3/23/585 cashing released to
: Patiool Ray #B~3376 stolen pos- Postal Inspec-
oy, tal money tor Kansas City
orders Mo., 3/24/55

James Earl 374875 forgery sentenced to 15
Pay #0018 U.S. Postal months custody -
Money Order Attorney General.

SO ansas dames Rapd G L8755 forgery =- 3/7/55, 3 years
Crty Mo Ray #9637 Government and 9 months

U. 5. Peni~- James farl T/07/85 Post Office 3 years and 9
tentiary Ray #72498=L lLaws Forge months 5/20/58,
Leavenworth, Money conditional re- -
Kan. Orders lease 3/31/59, . .
maximum 4/5/58,
conditional re-
lease on charge
of Post Office
forgery Post
Office Money
Orders

MDOSt, James Barl 10/10/59 suspicion
Towis . Mo. Ray #810%71 of robbery

92
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AUTO OF Nrop axh SNOREETED CHARGE DISPOSITION
§oen &, NI oy

ORIV RD

AR ML AT R G

£ o

(16759 susplcion
of rvobbery
stealing &
Tugitive
otheayr
suthorities

oy 401 B i N 20 years (20,
LAz i goperating 7, 9, con-
motuyr vehi- current)
cle without
pernission
aof viner
robbery first
"bm DDW'
(2 charges)
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sorivcion of the subject),
sawhere in this report!

Mt Aned

JAMES EARL RAY, aka
Higg A &

age s { 4
Date

R fiton, [ilinois
Height . ANT O
Weights 163 - 174 pounds
Hair: Brown
Eves: S
Sociai :
Aray Sarial
Humby
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BEDSPREAD

BEER, SCHDITZ CAN

BEMAN, RICHARD

BINOCULARS, BANNER BY BUSHNELL
BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA ADDRESS
BELOCK, JULIUS

BOND, JAMES

BOOKMAN, CHARLES CALVIN
BRADLEY, JAMES H.

BRADLEY, JIMMY Z.

BRITTON, THOMAS

BROWN, JAMES W,

BURNS, BOBBY

CALLAWAY, LORRAINE

CANADIAN POSTAL MONEY ORDERS
CANADIAN RESIDENCE

CAPITOL HOMES

CARPENTER, JEROME

CARPENTER, JIMMY

CARPENTER, RUBY

CONTINENTAL DANCE CLUB STUDIO
CORT FOX FORD COMPANY

COX, EVERETT WAYNE

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



ME 44-1987

CREWS, THOMAS B, 53
CURTIS, RAY LOUIS 53,
DAY, GINGER 79

DANCING LESSONS 12,

I 29

DENNINO, MARIE 79

DENNIS, DYRELL ‘ 78,
DONIAN, MICHAEL 44
DONIAN, SUSAN 44
DOWDA, LEWIE 54,
DRAKE, CARL BENTON 30,
DYKEMA, DALE LEROY 22
EDMONDSON, GEORGE 54
FLETCHER, JAMES C. 70
FORMULA, E. Z, : 10
FREEMAN, DR. MARK O, 16
FRIENDSHIP CLUB 12
FULLER, MABLE 45
FUTURA BOOKS, INC. 8, 26

GALT, ERIC 8, 10, 12, 22,
23, 24, 33, 37

GALT, ERIC S. 8, 9, 10, 11, 12,
13, 14, 15, 16,
17, 19, 20, 21,
22, 23, 24, 25,
26, 27, 28, 29,
30, 31, 32, 33,
34, 38
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