
tr tED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JU"~lCE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIOl\ 

WASHING TON 25, D. C. 

.. --~• ~ ;,(t:_o~ 

\ -2-
\J lJ Director. 

The following FBI record, NUMBER • 78 626 

CONTRIBUTOR OF 
FUIGERPRINTS 

PD Alton Ill 

SO Edwardsville 
Ill 

PD Peoria Ill 

Alaska Travel 
Control Seattle 
Wash 

ASF War Dept 

PD Wilmington Del 

NAME AND NUMBER 

Joe Ray 
#414 

Joe Ray 
#--

Earl Everette 
Ray #14439 

Earl Everett Ray 
#B-1289-E 

Earl Everett 
Ray #88-MHK-25 

Earl Everett 
Ray #DU644238 

ARRESTED OR 
RECEIVED 

2-5-25 

2-9-35 

8-15-41 
-

inquiry 
6-18-43 

Second 
Cook 
6-5-43 

La.borer 
1-29-44 

, is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. 

DISPOSITION 

' 

not given 

suspect 

hold - inv rel by Capt 

PD Ft Worth Texas James Patrick 
Clancy 
#EX-64465 

11-27-47 inv rel'd 

PD Kans City Mo 

SO Kans City Mo 

USM Kans City Mo 

PD Springfield Ill 

SP Menard Ill 

Earl E. Ray 
#62428 

7-5-48 

Earl Everett Ray 7-7-48 
#18476 
Earl Everette 7-7-48 
Ray #9819 KC Mo 

Earl E. Ray 7-13-48 
#10785 
Earl Ray 10-4-48 
#21025 

Inv unlawful 7-8-48 rel t 
flight to avoid Fed 
pros . 
unlawful flight 7-13-48 hold 

for gov't 
unlawful flight Pending 7-13 
fr Justice ret to USM S 

Dist Ill 
Springfield 

unlawful flight 

aslt to comm 3-10 yrs 1-3-
mayhem disch exp of 

0 

-48 
0 

Ill 

55 
sent 

PD Kans City Mo ," Earl Everett Ray 11-13-55 Inv Operating rel to Mo StH wy 
#62428 Veh with No Lie Pat 11-14-55 

Notatians indicated by * ARE NOT BASED ON FINGERPRINTS IN FBI files. The notations are based on data 
furnished this Bureau concerning individuals of the same or similar names or aliases and ARE LISTED ONLY AS 
INVBSTIGATIVE LEADS. 1-70ll8ll-1 u. •· oom•w••• ••••11•• ome1 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



1-BU 

"UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATlf 

WASHINGTON, D.C .. 20537 

4::::23::68 124 LJP 

The following FBI record, NUMBER 78 626 . , is "furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. 
Information shown on this Identification Record represents data furnished FBI by fingerprint contributors. WHERE 
FINAL DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE IS DESIRED, COMMUNICATE 
WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS. . 

CONTRIBUTOR Of 
PINGERPRINTS NAME AND NUMBER 

ARRESTED OR 
RECEIVED CHARGE 

WANTED BY BUREAt:. As Earl Everette Ray, 

DISPOSITION 

wa, James Ryan, (#14439 PD Peoria Ill) Fug 
index #20364 Bu file #88-3463, 00. Springfield 
Ill inf rec 9-8-47 NO LON:iER WANTED per 
Bu memo dated 7-6-48 

• 

THIS PAGE SHOULD NO'I BE DISSE,IINATED OUTSIDE Ff3I 

Notations indicated by • are NOT based on fingerprints in FBI files but are listed only as investigative leads as 
being possibly identical with subject of this record. 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Ill 

PD 

PD 

--•~ITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF _r -~TICE 
. FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATh __ 

ll ASHINGTON 25, D, C. 

."" 

·4 ~-~;3-6~Ll~~ LJP 
. --....... .. 

- ~---.:..~ . 

The following FBI record, NUMBER• 7 8 62 6 , is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. 

CONTRIBUTOR OP' 
FINGERPRINTS 

inois St Ref 

Ouincy Ill 

Sacramento 

NAME AND NUMBER 

Earl Ray 
#A-2632 

Earl Ray 
#-- . 

Earl Ray 

. 

ARRESTED OR 
RECEIVED 

3-27-20 

6-1-21 

7-3-22 

CHARGE DISPOSITION 

~ 

petty larceny 1 yr 
., 

vag sent to WH 
for 134½ das 

inv rel 7-5-22 
·.:Ca lif #9782-A 

PD Keokuk Iowa Earl Everett 12-17-22 rape and rob taken to Oui ncy 
Ray #38 (at Quincy Ill) Ill by Sheri ff 

. of Adams Cou nty 

SP Menard Ill Earl Ray 
#5786 

2-18-23 rape l yr 

· PD Lincoln Nebr Earl Ray 7-14-24 inv stole car ir turned over to 
#1083 Foul Co Kans St Sheriff 

robbed 4 homes Lincoln Nebr 
in Kans and NebI 

SP Menard Ill Earl Ray 2-11-25 assault to kill 1 to 14 yrs 
#6588 *8 yrs and 3 

mos disch 

so Bloomington Earl Ray 8-23-33 carrying '" 

Il 1 #-- concealed . 
weapon 

SF Vandalia Ill Earl Ray 9-4-33 carrying 6 mos 
#B-370 concealed 

weapons 

PD Quincy Ill James Ryan 3-4-34 grand larceny $1000 bond t 0 

#-- circuit cour t 

SF Vandalia Ill Earl Ray 5-25-34 tamp with motor 6 mos 
#B-1202 vehicle 
--. 

.. 

' 
Notations indicated by * ARE NOT BASED ON FINGERPRINTS IN FBI files. The notations are based on data 
furnished this Bureau concerning individuals of the same or similar names or aliases and ARE LISTED ONLY AS 
INVBSTIGATIVE LEADS. Ut--70582-1 U. I. IIOVUNNINT ,..INTING O,,IC:I 
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tr. i:'ED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JU"'"'lCE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIOl\ 

WASHINGTON 25, D, C. 

.. --~· ~ ~ 
2 \ - -

~ \J Director: 

The following FBI record, NUMBER • 78 626 , is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. 

CONTRIBUTOR OF 
f'INGERPRINTS 

PD Alton Ill 

SO Edwardsville 
Ill 

PD Peoria Ill 

Alaska Travel 
Control Seattle 
Wash 

ASF War Dept 

PD Wilmington Del 

PD Ft Worth Texas 

PD Kans City Mo 

SO Kans City Mo 

USM Kans City Mo 

NAME AND NUMBER 

Joe Ray 
#414 

Joe Ray 
#--

ARRESTED OR 
RECEIVED 

2-5-25 

2-9-35 

CHARGE DISPOSITION 

' 

not given 

suspect 

Earl Everette 
Ray #14439 

8-15-41 hold - inv rel by Capt 

Earl Everett Ray inquiry 
#B-1289-E 6-18-43 

Earl Everett 
Ray #88-MHK-25 

Earl Everett 
Ray #DU644238 

Second 
Cook 
6-5-43 

La.borer 
1-29-44 

James Patrick 
Clancy 
#EX-64465 

11-27-47 inv rel'd 

Earl E. Ray 
#62428 

Earl Everett 
#18476 

7-5-48 

Ray 7-7-48 

7-7-48 Earl Everette 
Ray #9819 K C Mo 

Inv unlawful 
flight to avoid 
pros 

7-8-48 rel to 
Fed 

unlawful flight 7-13-48 hold 
for gov't 

unlawful flight Pending 7-13-48 
fr Justice ret to USM So 

Dist Ill 
Springfield Ill 

PD Springfield Ill Earl E. Ray 
#10785 

7-13-48 unlawful flight 

10-4-48 aslt to comm 
mayhem 

SP Menard Ill 

PD Kans City Mo 

Earl Ray 
#21025 

_ Earl Everett 
#62428· 

Ray 11-13-55 Inv Operating 
Veh with N0 Lie 

3-10 yrs 1-3-55 
disch exp of sent 
rel to ~Io St Hwy 
Pat 11-14-55 

Notations indicated by * ARE NOT BASED ON FINGERPRINTS IN FBI :files. The notations are based on data 
furnished this Bureau concerning individuals of the same or similar names or aliases and ARE LISTED ONLY AS 
INVESTIGATIVE LEADS. 1.-?0a&:rl •·•· .., ............ n.oomc• 
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1-BU 

·uNl·TED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATI" 

WASHINGTON, D.C .. 20537 

The following FBI record, NUMBER 78 626 . , is "furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. 
~nformation shown on this Identification Record represents data furnished FBI by fingerprint contributors. WHERE 
FINAL DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE IS DESIRED, COMMUNICATE 
WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS. 

CONTRIBUTOR OF 
FINGERPRINTS NAME AND NUMBER 

ARRESTED OR 
RECEIVED CHARGE 

WANTED BY BUREAt ~ As Earl Everette Ray, 

DISPOSITION 

wa, James Ryan, (#14439 PD Peoria Ill) Fug 
index #20364 Bu file #88~~463, 00. Springfield 
Ill inf rec 9-8-47 NO LON~ER WANTED per 
Bu memo dated 7-6-48 

.. 

THIS PAGE SHOULD NO1 BE DISSE .IINATED OUTSIDE Fl3I 

Notations indicated by • are NOT based on fingerprints in FBI flies but are listed only as investigative leads as 
being possibly identical with subject of this record. 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



1-221 (Rev. 8-20-63) 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20537 

TO: 

r 
SAC, Springfield 

L 

RE: MURKIN 

Ge] Attached furnished in -reply to your inquiry. 
D Attached furnished in compliance with request from 
D Only record available attached. 

7 

_J 

D This matter is receiving attention and you will be .advised at an early date. 
D Supplementing FBI Laboratory report dated 
D Records FBI# 

Date 4-23-68 

Your inquiry 4-23-68 
Re: SI Tel 11:24 A.M. 

are furnished si_nce there is a possibility that one may pertain to the subject in whom you are interested. 
D Fingerprint files fail to disclose 
D Confirming FBI wire of 
D A wanted notice has not been placed as subject appears to be in custody. 
D When you no longer desire your notice maintained, please advise. 
D If you determine subject to be in custody, please advise so that your notice may be cahceled. 
D Subject of your inquiry searched in name indices only. Enclosed record(s) possibly identlcal. If identical, 

resubmit request and wanted (or flash) notice will be placed. 
D If it is determined that the subject of this record is not the individual in whom you are interested, please advise. 
D Your communication is returned. 

D 

Chicago-, 
Kansas Citi\, 
Memphis 
Albany 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) 

FBI 

Date: 4 / 2 5 / 6 8 

Transmit the following in PLAINTEXT 
(Type in p'flntext or code) I 

TELETYPE URGENT O Y : 
~ JTiority) ,j/ I Via ~n; I 

-----------------1t1.:rf--- - ------vf'PP-----L-------
TO: DIRECTOR, MEMPHIS, AND ST. LOUIS 

FROM: KANSAS CITY (44-760) 

MURKIN. 00: MEMPHIS. 

RE ST. LOUIS TEL TO BUREAU ET AL APRIL FIVE, LAST. 

RECORDS, JEFFERSON CITY TELEPHONE DIRECTORY, NINETEEN 

SIXTY EIGHT, REVEAL TELEPHONE NO. SIX THREE FIVE - SIX 

EIGHT THREE ONE rs ASSIGNED ALL OFFICES OF DEPARTMENT OF 

REVENUE, STATE OF MISSOURI, ONE ZERO ZERO EAST CAPITOL 

AVENUE, JEFFERSON CITY, MISSOURI. 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 

RBH:pe 
(l)~ 

harge 

/_' 
Per --,,C.,,,~'-----

p' 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) 

FBI 

Date: 4/25/68 

Transmit the following in _____ P_L_A_I_N _____ -:------:--:----;--:-------~ 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

TELETYPE URGENT 

FROM: KANSAS CITY (44-760) P 

MURKIN 

INFO RECEIVED FROM MRS. JEAN PRANGER, COLUMBIA, MO. SHE 

KNEW A JOHN RAY, GRANITE CITY, ILLINOIS. HE WAS EXCON MARRIED 

TO LINDA ( LNU) . HE WORKED IN BELLEVUE UNDER SUPERVISION 
HA~Ry 

LEMUEL HA~, A PAROLE OFFICER. 

AND ./UUtHo CURRENTLY WORKS AT 

LINDA WAS OF GERMAN DESCENT 

BROWN SHOE CO., SIXTEENTH 

AND WASHINGTON, ST. LOUI.1/0ULD FURNISH ALL INFO RE THIS COUPLE. 

MSP INMATE BILLY /ES SERVING LIFE ADVISED HAD BEEN 

INTERVIEWED BY REPORTERS WITH PERMISSION WARDEN SWENSON AND HAD 

BEEN QUOTED WITHOUT USE OF NAME ABOUT HIS KNOWLEDGE OF RAY. 

HAS KNOWN RAY SINCE FEB, SIXTY ONE, KNEW NOTHING OF HIS 

BACKGROUND. MILES WORKED IN BAKERY WITH RAY. SAID NO ONE 

ACTUALLY CLOSE FRIEND OF RAY AS HE WAS A LONER. MILES SAID 

HE AND RAY OPERATED A BOOK SHOP TOGETHER FOR A TIME IN PRISON 

AND MADE SOME MONEY DOING TH['S. HE SAID PERSON CLOSEST TO 

i\ ' 

~t:~:)~~: SSC <7</> ;/ 6 c7 - Ycc:J/ 

Approved: ----=-/_EJ._" +-------­
Special Agent in Charge 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev, 5-22-64) 

FBI 

Date: 

Transmit the following in ----------------::---:----------j 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via ________ _ 
(Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L------- -

BEING FRIEND OF RAY IS EXCON FROM ST. LOUIS DISCHARGED AB~~L 
SIXTY FIVE BY NAME CARL ~E- MILES SAID RAYMOND LEWIS cyrrs 
UNKNOWN TO HIM. 

RECORDS MSP REVEAL CARL BENTON ~E SERVED FROM FEB. 

FIVE, SIXTY UNTIL JUNE ONE, SIXTY FIVE FOR ROB,RY FIRST 

DEGREE. HIS RELATIVES LISTED AS WIFE BETTY rjAKE, ONEJHREE 

ZERO EIGHT MILL ST., POPLAR BLUFF, MO.; MOTHER, OLA rJ/AKE, 

TWO ONE ONE EIGHT N. NINETH ST., ST. LOUIS,MO.; BROTHERf.MES 

DRAKE, SAME ADDRESS. 

MAJOR BERNARD J. POIRY, CUSTODIAL OFFICER, MSP, ADVISED 

HE COULD FURNISH NO INFO ABOUT RAY'S ESCAPE IN BREAD CONTAINER 

FROM MSP BAKERY IN APRIL, SIXTY SEVEN, BUT HAD RECEIVED INFO 

FROM PRISON "GRAPEVINE", NO SOURCE IDENTIFIABLE, THAT TALK IN 

PEN IS RAY MADE CONTACT WITH WALTER NOLAN, ST. LOUIS, WHO WAS 

RELEASED FROM PEN ON WRIT AND THFRE IS POSSIBILITY NOLAN WAS 

"BRAINS" BEHIND KING MURDER. SAID ABSOLUTELY NO INFO TO 

CONFIRM THIS. 

MSP INMATE JAMES Z. j,LEY SERVING LIFE SENTENCE 

SINCE DEC., FIFTY SIX, ADVISED RAY LIVED INK HALL FOR AT 

Approved: __________ _ Sent ______ M Per ______ _ 

Special Agent in Charge 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) 

FBI 

Date: 

Transmit the following in -----------c-=----:------;--;--------; 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via ________ _ 
(Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L------- -

LEAST TWO YEARS AND ALWAYS DESIRED TO CELL ALONE. BRADLEY 

ALSO LIVED INK HALL. BRADLEY STATED HE KNOWS RAY TOOK 

MILD DRUGS SUCH AS AMPHETAMINE AND HAD VERY SMALL VEINS AND IT 

WAS DIFFICULT FOR RAY TO "MAIN LINE" HIS SHOTS. ADVISED RAY 

ALWAYS BELIEVED HIMSELF ILL AND USED DRUGS AS MATTER OF 

MEDICINE. HOWEVER, WHENEVER HE COULD HF. PURCHASED AMPHETAMINE 

AND BARBITUATES. BRADLEY SAID RAY PROBABLY HAD A SOURCE 

WITHIN PEN FOR THESE DRUGS. BRADLEY SAID RAYMOND LEWIS 

CURTIS UNKNOWN TO HIM. ~ 
\~y 

ST. LOUIS INTERVIEW LEMUEL . FOR INFO ABOUT SUBJ 

OR JOHN RAY. ATTEMPT LOCATE CARL DRAKE THROUGH WIFE BETTY 

OR MOTHER OLA. CONTINUE EFFORTS CONTACT WALTER NOLAN, 

BACKGROUND INFO RE HIM PREVIOUSLY FURNISHED, FOR ANY INFO 

HE MAY HAVE RE SUBJECT. 

END 

Approved: __________ _ Sent ______ M Per ______ _ 

Special Agent in Charge 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Airtel 

To: SAC's, Los Angeles (44-1574) 
Memphis (44-1987) 

From: Director, FBI {44-38861) 

M:URKll~ 

4/24/68 

Re Los Angeles teletypes 4/20/68, and 4/23/68. 

Fingerp1"ints James Earl Ray, FBI #405942G, not ide11Ucal 
latent f ingerpr:int previously reported in case entitled "Un sub. ; U. S. 
National Bank, Buena Park Branch, 6301 Beach Boulevard, Buena 1::ark, 
Califo1•nia, 11/22/67; BR," Bufile #91-28587, latent case :/187819. 

No palm prints here for PliB.y for comparison latent p~1nl print 
previously reported la.tent cass #8 7819 and case entitled· "Unsub. ; l!'b~1:1t 
Vlestern Eank, Compton Office, 1701 Long Beach Boulevard, Compton; 
California, 2/28/68; BR,." Bufile #91-29482, latent case.W'90307. · 

No latent prints of value reported bi other three ba.n1'1; r<>bbery 
cases named in Los Angeles teletype of 4/23/68. 

FL.'lgerprints of Ray compared with remaining latent finger­
prints i.., bank robbery section of National Unidentified Latent File, but no 
identification effected. 

,l_ - Birmingham (44-1740) 
l.V- Kansas City (44-760) 

,.'If 

.--

( 
I 

CJ 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



TO 

OPTIONAL l'ORM NO. 10 
MAY 1• ID>ITIOH 
QM l'PMlt (41 Cl'II) 101-11.1 --" 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
SAC, KANSAS CITY DATE: 4/23/68 

n.o~ SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) (P) 

SUBJECT: MURKIN 

l 
IOIO•ltl 

If not already done, Kansas City is requested 
to furnish Memphis copies of all investigative reports 
prepared thus far in your UFAC investigation of subject 
JAMES EARL RAY. 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 

Q.Kansas City 
I-Memphis 
JCH:wp 
(3) 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



7-lb 

To: 

Re: 

, REPORT 
: of t,_a 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535 

FBI, Memphis (44-1987) 

MURKIN 
CR 

Date: April 24 1 1968 
FBI File No. 44-38861 
Lab. No. D-561271 JK 

Specimens received 4/22/68 

Kl71 Missouri State Penitentiary form dated 10/24/66, 
bearing known handwriting of JAMES Eo RAY 

ALSO SUBMITTED: Copies of two-page report of psychiatric 
examination dated 10/24/66 

Result of examination: 

The "Galt" writings considered together and specimen 
Kl71 can be identified as h~ving been prep~red by the s~me 
individu"lo 

BecAuse. of tne limited questioned m~teri~l «nd the 
l~ck oI comp~r"ble letters and letter combinations, it could 
not be determined whether the u:darvey Lowmyer1

i signature on 
the Q72 gun invoice was prepared by-JAMES E. Rl\Y 1 Kl7lo 

Specimen Kl71 is being retained. 

C7 -4d/ 
SEA~RCHED_ INDEXED ____ _ 
SEltlAU _ _FILED -

APR 2 5196 
FBI - KANSAS CITY 

.• 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



rm 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535 

FBI, Memphis (44-1987) 

Re: MURKIN 
.~CR 
00: Memphis 

Examination requested by: Kansas City 

Reference: Airtel 4/20/68 

Examination requested: Document 

Remarks: 

Oa~: April 24, 1968 

FBI File No. 44-38861 
Lab. No. D-561271 JK 

·----------------·•· 
DO NOT INCLUDE ADMINISTRATIVE · 

p AGE(S) INFORl\L~ ... TION IN I 
INVESTIGATIVE REPORT ·---

It should be noted that the questioned writings on 
some of the items received in this case are. limited to the 
"Galt" name alone .. The identification of the "Galt" writings 
with Kl71, as set forth in the attached report, considered all 
these questioned writings as a unit and it may not be possible 
to identify a particular specimen with Kl71 because of the 
limited nature of the questioned writing involved and the lack 
of comparable known material. The "Galt" writings are those 
items attributed to ERIC s. GALT which were previously identi.­
fied togethero 

For information, similarities were noted between 
Kl71 and the "Lowmyer" signature on Q72. 

Enclosures (2) (2 Lab report) / 

® - Kansas Ci~y (44-760) Enclosures cN-1 (2 Lab report) 
1 - Atlanta (44-2386) Enclosure (Lab report) 

1 - Birmingham (44-1740) Enclosure (Lab report)✓✓ ~v .,,. ~ 5 

ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



4/23/68 

'RO: DIIBCfllll• nl (lM,.]8861) 

,_., 8AC1 Cll:ULAD ("-565) (P) 

RI: IIIICKD 
( O(h •DIIDI) 

Be Cleveland a1-ne to 8'1Nall~ n u.. 4/a0/68. 
~l _, •• e~ ot aniele appear:lng on paae 1, 

Cleveland '"8a, 4/13168, enfltlecl "'All'aB OJI &DO 8USIIC'f 
oms CLUII TO 11181D' --ti. 

Q-1 4/aO~, tme Cleveland ottloe waa telephoaJ.NJ.q 
Mnt&etecl '-7 a &lllN ha tile CIQ'abosa Colato" Jail lfbo adviNd 
tbat • 1-lte, ,,... ~- BCIID, •2.Jlhei to ••k nth an nx 
Agent 1n oonnection ldtb ZABI DBL MY. 

01 sa~, 4/10/68, JAIID 9lCIUI lKIU> was int.-vi__. 
at tbe ~.Count-1' ail b7 8A IWft'DI P. RC CAB1 a., at 
Wld.ob tiM be .. viNd .. tollowa: 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



BQtD advised that during tb1a t1M ot 1ncarce111t1on 
at IUPour1 State Penitentiary he 1l&a 1n g Ball, oell 187. Be 
etated that the IU.QO\U'l ltate Pen1tent1Uy' baa one-man cells 
all! that JAMEi EABL BAT, during this period ot time, was 
s.noarcerated 1n eell 191. 

BClm atat4d 'that RAY wu a 'b.-41111ft and tbat be 
woJ!lked 1n. the bake17. He atated tbat IAY •• duties cona1atu 
ot al1e1ng the bread tor tho 118ala and that oecauae or theae 
dutiefJ BAY wouli be up earlier than UM other inlatea and would 
unt.111 be baok 1n h1a cell at 7:00 .All and. would be tree to•­
and. go aa be pleased dvlng ... 1 bouN. 

BQG) adv18ed taat MT - a N01at and 11an7 t1Ma be 
beurcl h11l 4aeuaelng bu 41aUJra tor Rft&l'NS. 

Baa> advi.Nd that he wou.14 be oone14e1"8d a tr1end ot 
IA.Y's but tbu .. 4'lll alrtl.7 to tb.e tut that tbey both ba4 
tree tille and that ime1Jf Mlle NN MU •eb otben and tbat 
dU1"5.n& break perioda tile,- woul4 41eouaa 'IUS.ous •tten. 

BCIID •tated tbat BAJ' b84 no olGM f1'1ed8 1M1de tne 
p1'1aoA and 'WOUlAI be eou1dere4 etnotlJ' a lOfter. BCll'I> aw.ted Utat 
RAY - hooked OD ~ ....... BCIID atated that UY 
al'IIQ'S bad an "outfit" 1n h1a cell, ••tins tbat • .,outnt" 
.. a we dropped w1tb a needle Id.th lllb1ob be IIOu14 sboot a 
aolution a.de up boll tze Mpbetaldne PolllM'r 2.ato b1a vedne. 
BQOl s'8.ted that be ooae14e'Nd MY a •n.enct • on upbetlldae 
pGlfden. lie stated tut he wea ooutantl.7 shooting the upbetaalw 
1ftte hie veins. BOID stated tbat he - not a\1.l'e exactl.7 Wbat 
type ot uphetaainea BAY ued but that be lcnoa tbat BAY aeeUNCt 
the upbetallin• tbroap a aource 1n tbie priaon at a pri" that 
ranged ~ tl'OII t50 - t100 per apoonhl. BClt1.l etated \tl&t 
on OG0&81on RAY would break down.~ -t of powder he 1"8M1VM 
and 1n tum would nll it 1n ama.ller ,aekll&•. 

- 2 -

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



BOID stated that BAY -. a 'ffJJ.7 neJIVOWI 1n41rl.4hla1 
anct that he attl'llHIMd this nervoua- to b18 ua1ng ~-. 
Be atated that lMo&UH ot the w,e ot tll1a drug BAY wa a.,.,,, 
poor •ter and .1 .. , Ver,' little. BCIID atated that he dt.d net 
reoall BAY aaoldng baJ'dl.7 at all and that be d1'IWC vv:, little. 
BOIi) atated that llAY WOla14 haw aeeeu to "beoobn •• he 
potato or rioe that-. aacle 1n the pnaon balrery but that to 
Ule Nat of b1s ~ RAY drank M17 little. BCIID atated 
that 1t ~taldM ...... 1111a not &'V'lllla'ble RAY would b.-k up 
"11111n1u• and _. lt. 

BQID advind that BAY-. atrlotly a lone wolt and neffl' 
tU.Nund bia 01fh ,..._.1 ~. DCIG> stated that MY 
w • avid reactw et aa l,OOlaJ and g1711tt -•inee bu, tbat 
he W never Jcnwa b1a w __... 1n &117 hGI08en•l acts. 

B(lfl) etaW ---~ be Ud not reo&ll MY getting -,. 
vS..ltore and V81l7' r.. 1.n-... Be stated. bolfeve, that en •--ion l1han MY 414. aot have ntn.o~ _..,. tG bu, tbe 
~ BAY WO\lld an a letter -•'--' out ot the pr!Na 
to ... unmoe ln41v1nlll 1fbo ta Wft't -14 send a obeok 
41aotl1' to the lallaM MY w pu:,obuln& the dl'\IC holl ancl aa 
aeon u the check el.41&Nd BCIIIJ wo\114 get Ute .-pbetaatae. 

BOHi) advta• tllat tfh11e SA•Nft'IIMd 1n the IUUCJll,ft. 
State Penitentia:&7 be _. h1a 011D u,,1. lNs1DMa solns lltd.cm w 
NftU,ng booa. Be aaw it w b•-• et ll1s rntin& bo01m 
to MY be 1IU hld.llaP With tlle tJPe ot Nok8 IAY read. Be •tated 
._the d1d not NOall apeo1t1call¥ but Nlleved tut BA'f Md 
.,.. pNOt1oally allot t.be laN Bond • ...,__ Id.th the aeepts.• 
ot •111,n With. a Golden Cltln". 

BCBD sated that MY was a ooutant ~er an4 imat he 
UNd to Vite cond4eably. -Be atahd tbat he 414 not •• U 
U.Y wu eitins lettera or ldlat, but that be ba4 obaerved b1II 
on IIM7 oeoasiona 1U'lt1ng page atter page., 

BOJm •tatod that BA.Y's peNGa&l llab1ta, as tar aa 
01-Rlinea• ot b1a ft.T,.:, ..-. excellent but he 414 not keep 
b1a eell clean aa4 would M tbJ'oWn all over the oell at 
various tilte8. 

.. 3 -
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BONI> stated that RAY saldoaa wot te the naoviea bllt be 
cli.4 not think this too st~ 1ntiUIIIU4b u the moviu wre a •11:N• or trouble 1n the priaon 88ft nuaerou pr.taonen 
were Jtn1ted by fellow-priaoneN Oh vanou oooaaiona. 

BClfD stated that RAY w l&llmd ot eaoaping OD 
ruaaroua ooouiou and he 'belieYN tbat on one ooeaaioft be 
W been put into Md .. 8GOU'l'lty Wben be wu caught w1tb a 
l"Ope Md a hook. JMIDJ atatecl tbat • ..... .,..ion. MY 
took pal"t 1n a wnnel .t• that lad .,._ duaeWJNd b7 ~11:"' 
amborltiu who ._.. unaware ao bad .._ 1ftvol'ftd in · 
&tteapt. 

BCICD ataMd that BAY never Ulllted &ft70IMl.t that be 
w auap1o1ous ot ....,._. and bad a teellna that • ..,.,,_.-.. 
oat to pt hiJI. 

BOil) n&Md that on OMU1• be an4 BAY bad talked 
uotat the philoaOpbJ- ot J"llDl.1llCB •JnWD• ~ .Uoar-1 

and he stated it - MY'• tee~ tbat ._ea.ado -,=inc u 
long aa it •- rtatat te hill". 

BQfD atated that MY bad a llaltit ot pU.].ling at b1a 
lett ear constantly. Be ataW it -. tll!pON1.i>le to be 'Id.th 
JlAY to"I! any period ot tiae at all w1tb.ot.tt l)e1ng aware et tbia. 

B(lfl), atMr amoh reluotanoe, M"l1Nd. that the S..te 
RAY purchUed the eapbetaatne h-oa -. l'DI BJW)f.BY. ISCIID 
cleacnbed BIADI.n' aa the "top con" Md au.tad tbat •~ 
1n the Jlisaouri State Pen.1tent1ar:, IIOV.lC know BJW>Lft'. lJOID 
stated that thia 1ntOl"llllt1on being hmlabed by h1a IIWSt 1Mt 
apt oon.t14ent1al ainoe a retainer 1• ou.tatancl.1ng for IWI 
and be may- be NtwmN to the IU.S•ovi atate Pen1tent1&J7 anllll 
htt teare retaliation should it be Jmow:a 1ntorat1.on tum1.ebed 
1q twa. 
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At approxillllt4117 6100 RI on 4/22/68. JAJIEI BOD 
telephonieall.1' oontaeted IA IIA1lftB ,. 110 OAJII, a. at mioll 
"81: be edvised bla tbat the papen, nwl.7 the Cleveland '"8a, 
wre attempting to ooa1Jaet hlll aince b18 releue hora ~ 
county Jail on a wlt on li/22/68. BOD stated that h1a ~ 
evident~ bad oonta.oted tu papen 1n the belief 1t 111Cht 
belp b1a ease. BOD uke4 if 1t wre poaalble ror tile RI 
te prevent the ......,.... trora prlntlng b18 UM.. BClfl) -
advlae4 that th8ft ... aothina that tbe IBl -14 do 1n tu 
11117 ot repreaa1ng then~ and that lnafl-.ob u it wu 
h1a om attomey ao bad ll&de tb18 1nt_...t1on avaJ.l&ble t,o the 
newspapers there _. notb1ng that tile DI •oul.4 4o 1n vu.a 
•tter. 

BOllD slated that he then 1IOUl4 attempt to have the 
papera at least keep b1IJ nw out o~ tbe papen dlen tbeJ' 
pr1.nted th18 1ntomat1on. 
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) 

FBI 

Date: 4/25/68 

Transmit the following in __ _,,_P_..LA.._.,,,Ic.LlNu.T ..... E=X""-T ______________ -----i 

(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via __ 1_'E_L_E_·T_Y_P_E ___ _ URGENT 
(Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L------- -

TO: DIRECTOR (44-38861) 
MEMPHIS 

FROM: 

MURKIN. 

KANSAS CITY (44-760) 

DAILY SUMMARY. 

(P) 

TELEPHONE CALL MADE BY LUCILLE PEl. ST. LOUIS, MO., 

ON APRIL TEN LAST WAS MADE TO STATE OF MO., DEPT. OF REVENUE, 

JEFFERSON CITY, MO. / 

MO. STATE PRISONER BILLY M1/1S ADVISED HE OPERATED BOOKSHOP 

IN PRISON WITH SUBJECT AND THEY MADE SMALL AMOUNT OF MONEY FROM 

THIS PROJECT. 

PRISON RECORDS ALSO REVEALED RAY RECEIVED NUMEROUS MONEY 

ORDERS AT PRISON FROM SIXTYTHREE THROUGH FEB., SIXTYSEVEN. 

LIST OF THESE MONEY ORDERS BEING FURNISHED PERTINENT OFFICES 

BY AIRTEL. / 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION RE EX-PRISONER WALTEYOLAN, 

FURNISHED ST. LOUIS OFFICE. 

INFORMATION ALSO RECEIVED FROM FELLOW PRISONER, MSP, 

THAT SUBJECT USES AMPHETAMINE AND BARBITUATES, WHICH HE 

"MAINSTREAMS." 

Sent ______ M Per+'-+------

cLi/ _./ /bc1 ,..,,4 7 
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F'D-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) 

FBI 

Date: 

Transmit the following in --------------,----,------------1 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via ________ _ 
(Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L------- -

KC 44-760 

PAGE TWO 

KANSAS CITY ATTEMPTING OBTAIN INFORMATION RE SALE OF 

FORTYNINE LINCOLN AUTO BY SUBJECT WHILE IN LEAVENWORTH PEN 

IN FI FTYFI VE. 

RECORDS, USP, LEAVENWORTH, AND MSP, JEFFERSON CITY, MO., 

IN NAME OF SUBJECT, FAILED TO LIST SOCIAL SECURITY NO. 

OFFICIALS AT PRISON ADVISE THAT THEY DO NOT HOLD SOCIAL 

SECURITY IN CONNECTION WITH PAYMENTS FOR WORK DONE AT 

INSTITUTIONS. , 

INTERVIEWS WITH PRISONERS CO.NTINUE. LOCAL LEADS HANDLED 

IMMEDIATELY. 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 

p 

END 

Approved:----------­
Special Agent in Charge 

Sent ___ _ M Per ______ _ 
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4/25/68 

A DlT&L AD IIAIL 

TO: SAC, IIDPIIIS (44-1987) 

FROJI: SAC, D.lllAS Clff (44-760) P 

llURKIB 
00: lilellphia 

ReButel 4/24/68 to JlnapbiB and Sa•aa City, in 
which Bureau d•ignated office of origin aa llelllpbia in tbia 
entire •tter, aDd i•tructed l'anaaa City to forward 1-ec1-
iately appropriate copi• of c.,_Dicatioaa in l'a•aa City 
file entitled "J'AIIIS BA&L RAY, aka, UJ'AC-BOBBBl1'" to 
Meapbia. 

Baeloaed for lleapbia are one copy of tile 
following: 

1. Copy of cluaification etudy dated 8/10/&a and ,rocr•• 
report for .JAIIB8 EARL BAY. 

2. CoPf of pre-aeateace report for JABS BAR.L BAY, dated 
4/28/55. 

3. Report of SA llOWBJI B. ADBS, 8/29/67 at D•aa City. 

4. &eport of SA llOUK B. AYE.IS, 10/30/67 at l'a•aa City. 

s. Report of SA JOSEPH L. XISSIAB, 12/29/67 at Di•u City. 

6. 11e110 of SA JOSBPII L. US8IAJI, 1/21/68 at l'a•aa City. 

7. Report of SA JOSBPB L. KISS IAJI, 2/23/68 at XaJWaa City. 

a. Springfield letter to Chicago, 2/21/68. 

-----

\ 
I. 
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IC 44-760 

10. St. Lord.a letter to l'a•u Cit,', 3/25/68. 

11. Ia•tigatiYe i•ert i,y IC L&OBAD L. ADD at 
LNY...-th, l"a•u ea 2/8/68, aall IC WILLIAII P. 
BOllll at l'aDIIU CitJ', lie. oa 2/20/68. 

12. Jlello o~ SA TIIUIUIU T. lfA1'DB», 4/19/68 at l'anaaa City. 

13. .._, ot SA WALTD A. WITSCBABD, 4/23/68 at Jranaas City. 

14. lleao ot SA JOSBHI L. XISSIAB, 4/25/68 at l'aDSaa City. 

ARMED & DANGEROUS 

2 
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4/24/A 
P1Alll'rUT 

nu:r?P& V1tGDlf 

TOC Dtncral (44•31161) AID SACS, CBICIGO (44•1114) • 

NlllfEAPOLIS, All> PHIL\DBUIIIA 

ft(IU SAC, WJ'O (44-703) 

!IDUQJI. 

TODAY VEDI.AIIS ADHI.JIISftA110II (VA), IIIADQUAI.TDS, WASH• 

llCTOH, D.C., ADYISED JANIS Ull. UT• BCIUf 
~-----~ 

EBLIS"l'D UllITID SfATU .aNr JDI.UAIT 1IDIEl'EEll J"arrnvo, 
~-~ 

lR CHICM.;O, ILLDIOlS, MD DISQIAIGD DJ:CDlllll TWIJl1Tl'1lltU 

PellTIUCIIT. ADDRESS AT UNI OF DOJ:ShlDtr. nn THUi UCH'f 

I.Ast 11.Gt\DWAY, ALTON, ILLlllOlS. IAY .ASSJ.GIIID VA CLUN IIUIIIEI 
, 

SB\fU SIX SU OB TRUI roua zno. nu 10CADD VA U.CIOII.AL 

arncz. ClllCIGO. JtAY RAD IlfSUL\IICI: POJ..Icr IIUl9llt If OB BllE 

UGRI' SIX ElGIIT TIIID THIEi SIX. Il!ISUIAIICE DCXIU)S Mt\111'1' AlBb 

2 • Bureau 
• Teletype Ihd.t 
• Kaua• City (44-760) (NO 
• tlalapbla (44•1987) (AM) 

2 • Vl'O 

mm,,-
<•> 
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v:ro 44.703 
PAGE tvO 

VA IIISVI.AIIC& a:arrD • PRILADELPIIL\• PIIIIS!LYMtL\• Oil ST. P .AVLt 

Kl11(£SOTA. lfO UCQ1U) FCll IAY ,a VA BOARD OF VD'lllAIS APPEALS. 

CBICAGO DYUV VA FILE. 

fRILADILPIIIA AID ST. PAUi. AffDIPT TO DVIIW llfSUIAIICI 

UCORDS. 

AIDAIL COPIIS TO HDtPIIIS AID UJISAS crrr • 

.AIUCD AID PHSBP!S• 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



I· 

I 

I 

\ 

I 
I 
! 

ADRL 

1'f h .... 
.,_D 

4/23/68 

AD IIAlL 

SAC• JACUOll'nLLB 

SAC, snMA (44-374) (P) 

n. eive• .,_...<led .. t • .,.te 11,. ~ 
a.aeat-olla,. ... !'oa. 

LOokoaW plaoe4 ~ State Pol1oe and lllerltt'e 
Otflee ta1le4 to 1 ..... the••· 

JaelaJoaYiU.,. ., Wallabauee, Pl-14-, td.11 
u1e11111ae '° ,._ ftw14a ~t1on "" 69100 1a 1~. 

s:r.:1.~.·._,\ 
S:!liAU i 
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...... JIN<•• .. 1) 

w. NYf/1 , ........ )(JJ) 

...... 111&111 

• ■111■• 

..... 9Mlp t•letne, .,..., •• 

lltl ..._.ittNttea ••••"' _, l'AIIII .._ UT, 1111 ... ...... -............................ . 
...,..._._,., •••••••••• l:•n•, -- f/Y/U ..atl UN. a... ......................... ,... •• __ ,...._ 
ia lJallaa, lit J.ell ... llfl. 

rt:/1/-J{~f;-~~ 
:'Lu /4L~~ 

'-4-ll[JIZc(.j -',,,,i-iu" ,'-I '.'.~~~'.:_"_i)2f~ 

I 
( 

I 

I 
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AIWDL AJll J&AJL 

ftt laJllltNII. JIii ("4-38861) 

Rlh 8Aet _,AJ.O (4-\-Jrli) (P) 

•1 Rad -,... ClObllll ...-1a~l7 -.., ue ~ 
-' ho-1# td.lb 1.- ot •••ma -• ._ 
Ung iJlot na llllw.4 Noer1UJ' 1a Dtuot, t,y 
Ill.Mk Jla$1-Uata, -.u.. aat CO S• (1 
...... ,. .. , ... -- - • ld.ft4l -
pfttealeaal Jd.llff. De e«111•• paid tos- the Joi,. 
ee •lborltla will ewnt\lallr tW •'• 

,.An ~ l>laolt _. .. 

w;..:-1■1 ._. wt• a WffkJ.r oolva ro. tbe 
loo••'- .. •1••" •J:;!{ .,..,...., --papw, waa _.,.le to ,.... ... ac.ttll . . w .. u •. 

De· let_. 1a N1ng ~• ad ~ to the~-. 
Ill. !!!!M ■ J!!B! !ll.r:!!!!I Ml! . .P. l!I a.,. 

1' 

I 
I 

\ 
f 
I 
l 

r 
i 
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4/23/A 

TOs DinctOUt FBI (44•38861) 

Fiail SAC, WFO {44-703) 

WRICIN 

Re scan IIORDAL (Look•A•Llb) 

lle Wev Orleans t•l«type:a te WfO 4/22/68 am 
4/23/68. 

On 4/23/'8 w. B. GOIWOR, Super!atendaat, U.S • .,._ 
Off lee, Col•ta Belghta St.at1Gft, WC• advised S..\ lrlA.tB I. 
Cn.aza'! that 1836 19th St., 1• a l'IOl'l•edstent address 1n arr, 
aeetion of we. 

SA Gnant pe:raoally deteml.Aed that tMN la llO 
1836 1,th St •• ln lf.W., , 11.E •• or s.&., VDC. 

Credit and erttd.nal check.a Mgatlve re SCOTT BOIDAL. 

Ia view of !nfOl:flllltlon conta~ in re teletype dateel 
4/23/'8, 'GPO is tald.ag ftO further a,:tle re B01U>AL UACB. 

All.HBO ANl) DAUGDDUS 
3 ... Bureau 
2 • Maphla (44-1987) 
~ • Rev Orle&t1t (157-10673) 

cg} .. X.as City (44\-760) (Wo) 
1 • W-0 

wm:'bah 
(8) 

AIR!EL 
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".JJ 

• 
FBI KAN CITY 

FBI ST LOUIS 

226 PM URGNET 4•25- 68 MJO 

TO DIRECTOR, MEMPHIS, AND KANSAS CITY 

FROM ST. LOUIS C44•77S> 2-P 

MURKINJ FORMER INMATES OF JAMES EARL RAY, MISSOURI STATE. PEN TI TENT-

I ARY• CR• 

TO BUREAU, APRIL TWENTYFOUR, LAST. 

INMATE, MISSOURI TRAINI~G SCHOOL FOR MEN, 

, THIS DATE, ADVISED HE WAS COMMITTED MISSOURI ,. 

STATE PENITEN IARY, JEFFERSON CITY., MISSOURI, NOVEMBER SIXTYFIVE., 

OONFINED THERE TO JANUARY SIXTYSIX WHEN HE WAS TRANSFERRED TO 

MOBERLY, MISSOURI., AND RELEASED FROM THERE FEBRUARY, SIXTYSEVEN. 

HE lfENT BACK TO JEFFERSON CITY AS A PAROLE VIQLATOR JltlE: SEVEN 

AND WAS IN THE SAME CELL WI TH ROBERT <NO MI ODLE NAME> 
,.. JI rr, •• J 

AKA, BOB POWELL, FROM AUGUST, SIXTYSEVEN THROUGH JANU SIX.TYE! GHT. 

RUSSELL KNOWS JAMES EARL RAY BY REPUTATION ONLY AND NOT PERSONALLY• 

RUSSELL WAS IN PRISION KITCHEN AT JEFFERSON C~TY ANO ALSO 

END PAGE ONE 
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PAGE TW8 

'(ORKED WITH POWELL• POWELL MENTIONED TAT RAY, BECAUSE OF Ht S 

ESCAPE, WAS THE CAUSE OF PRISON OFFICIALS CUTTING DOWN THE SIZE 

OF THE BOXES USED TO HOLD BREAD FROM THE MAIN KITCHEN• 

POWELL RELEASED FEBRUARY SIXTYEI GIT ANO WAS EMPLOYED 

AMERICAN CAR COMPANY, ST• LOUIS• HE IS REPORTEDLY 

LOS ANGELES TELEPHONE AREA• HIS SISTER, FRANKIE 

AT FARMINGTON, MISSOURI, HIGH SCHOOL, 
. .,. 

RUSSELL KNOW~ NEGRO PENITENTIARY GUARD, BILLY BOB 

HE AS NEVER HEARD ANY STATEMENT 'IHAT HE SHOULD BE DEAD. 

ST. LOUIS WILL INTERV-IEW .. FRANKIE POW£LL. 

p 

END 

MRH 

FBI KAN CITY 

• 

THE 
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, FBI. KAN CITY 

FBI MIAMI 

6152PM URGENT -4•25•68 PJL 

TO DIRECTOR C'i-4-38861> MEMPHIS <44-1987> KANSAS 

CITY C 44•760> AND BIRMINGHAM 

FROM MIAMI (44-1854) 

.MURKIN 

RE JAMES RAY 

PRESIDENT, HIALEAH-MIAMI SPRINGS 

BANK, HIALEAH FLA • ., ADVISED THAT HIS BANK PURCHASED 

FROM FINCHER OLDSMOBILE, MI AMI., FLA • ., MADE BY GUY E• 

FI~CHER MOTERS.1 INC • ., MI AMI., FLA•., ON APRIL THREE SI 

ON APPLICATION RAY GAVE MIAMI ADDRESS AS RESIDENCE PAST 

TWO AND ONE HALF YEARS. RAY REPORTEDLY NOT HAVING LIVED AT THIS 

ADDRESS. RAY FURTHER GAVE FICTITIOUS EMPLOYMENT PHO ADVISED 

HE HAD PREVIOUSLY LIVED ROUTE 

ALAu AND ROUTE ONE, OW£NS 

END 

PAGE ONE 

., BOX ONE FOUR A, KILLEN, 

ROADS., ALA• MR. BRIGHT 

BANK OF 
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PAGE TWO 

MM 44-1854 

MUSCLE SHOALS, NIN£ ZERO NINE WOODWARD AVE., MUSCLE SHOALS, 

ALA• GARN ER ADVI SED RAY AND WI F'E DI AN£ RAY KNO 1-N TO BANK 

FOR ONLY THREE MONTHS. TYPE OF BUSINESS NOT KNO"", BUT DEPOSITS 

TO ACCOUNT ARE WITH F'LA• CASHIER CHECKS. GAFl\1ER HAS NEVER 

SEEN RAY AND ALLEGED WI FE HAS HANDLED ALL BANK CONTACTS• 

RAY ACCOUNT CAME TO STATE NATIONAL BANK OF MUSCLE SHO!\LS AS 

A REFERENCE FROM FIRST NATIONAL BANK OF BIRMINGHAM. BIRMINGHAM 

"ILL MAKE PROPER INQUIRES AT MUSCLE SHOALS, KILLEN AND OWENS 

CROSS ROADS, ALA-, TO ELIMINATE GUY E• RAY AS IDENTICAL Willi 

SUBJECT JAMES EARL RAY• SUBJECT SHOULD BE CONSIDERED 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 

END 

ENT 

FBI KAN CITY 
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FBI KAN CITY 

FBI MINNAPLS 

1128 AM 4•25•68 URGENT TJJ 

TO DIRECTOR., KANSAS CITY., MEMPHIS., ST. LOUIS .. AND SPRINGFIELD 

FROM MINNEAPOLIS (157•450> 

MURKIN• CR• 

RE sr. LOUIS TEL APRIL TW£NTY-rouR .. LAST. 

ROY WILLIS., SIX FIVE ZERO EIGHT FIFTEENTH AVENUE SOUTH., 

RICHFIELD., MINNESOTA., ADVISED HE WAS FORMER POLICE OFFICER 

.ITH HANNIBAL., MISSOURI PD. WILLIS ADVISED HE VAGUELY RECALLED 

JAMES EARL RAY BEING HELD IN HANNIBAL FOR FEDERAL AUTHORITIES. 

WILLIS ADVI SEO HE DID NOT BUY A CAR FROM RAY BUT RAY ASKED 

HIM TO SELL IT FOR HIM• WILLIS STATED HE BELi EVES IN STANT 

Y.EHI CLE TO HAVE BEEN AN OLD MODEL LINCOLN WMI CH HE FINALLY r 

SOLD SOMETIME AFTER RAY HAD BEEN TRASFERRED TO U• s. 

P£NI TEN TI ARY., LEAVENWGRTH., KANSAS• WILLIS STATED HE BELi EVES 

HE "AS TO SELL THE CAR AND YORWARD PROCEEDS FROM SALE TO __ .--

SOMEONE., NAME NOT RECALLED., IN QUINCY., ILLINOI s. WILLIS 

STATED HE BELIEWS RAY WROTE AT LEAST ONE LETTER TO HIM 

END PAGE ONE 

\ 
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MP 157•450 

PAGE TlfO 

CONCERNING THE SALE OF THE CAR FROM THE u. s. PENITENTIARY• 

LEAV.ENWORTH• WILLIS DOES NOT RECALL TO WHOM INSTANT VEHICLE 

E YEHi CLE WAS PAID FOR. W:ILLI S ADVI SEO 

BEST OF HIS LLECTION. RAY• IN NINETEEN FIFTY•FIVE• 

FRI ENOLY A POLI CE CHARACTER BY NAME OF' BUDDY BAT 

WHO HAD HAD Nl,J,1EROUS ARRESTS BOTH IN H NI I AL• 

MI SSOU • AND QUINCY• ILLINOI s. FOR BURGLARY• PROST! TUTION • 

. ETC• 

~ILLIS STATED HE RECALLS BATCHELDER AS BEING IIMITE 

MALE• ABOUT SAM£ AGE AS RAY ANO BEING SHORT AND STOCKY• 

WILLIS STATED HE IS CERTAIN THAT SOME OF nlE OLD•TIME OFFICERS 

"°ULD BE ABLE TO IDENTIFY BATCHELDER• 

WILLIS STATED THAT HE SEEMS TO RECAI..L THAT RAY WAS 

FRIENDLY WI TH 1ll£ Ot.NER .OF ALABI TAVERN• WNO SE NAME WILLIS 

RECALLED AS SOMETHING LIKE CHARLIE G'-"'N• \+ILLI S STATED HE 

SEEMS TO RECALL SOME INVEST! GATION BEING CONDUCTED CONCERNING 

RAY Ne BOXELDER ANO A COUPLE OF' GIRLS FROM QUINCY• 

ST• LOUIS• ATTEMPT TO IDENTIFY BATCHELDER YfO REPORTEDLY 

l(AS IN CUSTODY THE SAME TIME AS RAY AND INTERVIEW- HIM FOR 

ANY INFORMATION HE MAY HAVE CONCERNING RAY• 

END PAGE T\16 
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MP 157•450 

PAGE THREE 
. .·. ~ 

KANSAS CITY, ASCERTAIN NtlETHER OR NOT IT IS POSSIBLE ~~ 
THROUGH MOTOR VEHICLE DEPARTMENT TO IDENTIFY INSTANT VF.HICL~,t:rt:tl5.. 

SOLD BY RAY AND IDENTIFY PURQIASER SO THAT PURCHASER MAY ~ 
BE INTERY,IE~ED WITH VIEW~TO LOCATING THE ULTIMATE RECIPIENT 

OF' THE PROCEEDS OF THIS SALE. 

SPRINGFIELD• AT QUINCY. ILLINOIS• ATTEMPT TO IDENTIFY 

BATaiELDER AND ANY OTHER ASSOC! ATES OF RAY• 

END 

PHM 

FBI KAN CI TY 

• 
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FBI KAN CITY 

FBI PHOENIX 

945 PM URGENT 4/25/68 DLN 

TO DIRECTOR (44•38861)., MEMPHIS C44•1987>., BIRMINGHAM., LOS 

ANGELES <44-1574>., AND KANSAS CITY <44-760> 

FR>M PHOENIX <44•371> IP_ 

MUA<IN • CR• 00: MEMPHI s. 

RE KANSAS CITY TEL TO BUREAU ET AL., APRIL 

ASSOCIATE OF SUBJECT: 

HOLLAND· INTER\11 EWED INSTANT DATE AT FE 

SAFFORD., ARIZONA AND DENI ED KNOWING SUBJECT JAMES EARL RAY• 

HOU. AND FURTHER STATED HE COULD NOT HAVE BEEN GAMBLING WI TH 

SUBJECT RAY IN LAS VEGAS., NEVADA., PRIOR TO APRIL NINETEEN FIFTY 

SINCE HE WAS INCARCERATED IN usp., ATLANTA., GA. FEBRUARY TWENTY 

El GKT FORTY El GHT FOR DYER ACT VIOLATION l.NTIL SIX TWENTYFIV£. 

Fl FTYTWO CONDITIONAL RELEASE FROM USP LEAVENWORTH., KANSAS• 

CHECK OF HOLLAND• S ID RECORD OF PX CASE TWENTY SIX DASH TWO FOUR 

ONE ONE TWO CONFIRMS THIS• 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 

END 

DJB 

FBI KAN CITY 

• 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



F' BI KAN CI TY 

FBI ST LOUIS 

l 02 6PM URGENT 4• 25• 68 JHH 

TO: DIRECTOR KANSAS CITY MEMPHIS 

FR>Ms ST. LOUIS (44:775) IP 

MURKIN 

RE KAN SAS CI TY 

THIS DATE• 

EAU. MEMPHIS. MIAMI. ST. LOUIS 

SHERIFF GARLAND ETHEL• MONTGOMERY C01 MO-. 
. ...,.,.,.,,.~,_ ~~~-~-... ~•.•-,•/l"'~.,,'!,;\,!\' ~, ~~,......,~ cmt J¢J w:ar!'""•,,,_,.,.~,.,..M-'_ · 

ADV.I SEO THE PARK HO EL MONTGOMERY CI TY t.'HERE RAY ALLEGEDLY 

STAYED IN NINETEEN FIFTY FIVE IS NO LONGER IN OPERATION. 

ENO. 

DJB 

FBI KAN CITY 

TUI 

1t;_..._ittn, ► 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



TO 

FROM 

OPTIONAi,. FORM NO. 10 
MAY 11182 EDITION 
CJll,\FPMR{41 CPR) 101•11,8 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
SAC (44-760) 

SA LOY O. HICKMAN 

DATE: 4-2 5-6 8 

SUBJECT: MURKIN 

l 
11010-108-0I 

On 4-19-68, CARL ZARTER, Administrative Assistant, 
U.S. Penitentiary, Leavenworth, Kansas, furnished SA LOY O. 
HICKMAN with 100 photos each along with negatives of WALTER T. 
RIFE and JAMES EARL RAY. 

LOH:t/J./ (l)_/1 

✓-?~a--/4/ 
SC:ARGHED ______ . INDEXE 
SERIALIZED ____ _ __ _ 

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan _ 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FSI KAN CITY 

FBI ST LOUIS 

928PM URGENT 4-25•68 JHH 

TO: DIRECTOR MEMPHIS KANSAS CITY CHICAGO SPRINGFIELD 

FROM: ST. LOUIS <44-775) 

MURKIN: Sl.NMARY 

SUBJECTS STEPFATHER JERRY ·RA 

a.AIMED NEVER MARRIED SECOND WI E RUBY 

CENTER # REINTERVI £WED 

# BUT LIVED WI TH 

HER INTERMITTENLLY NINETEEN F'IFTYTWO TO SIXTY THREE• LIVED 
' 

SHELBYVJLLE# MO.# FI FTYTWE>J ST. LOUIS TO SIXTY ONEJ CLARENCE# 

MOo ON FARM OWNED BY HER# ONLY WENT TO TOWN ONCE IN TWO 

YEARSJ SIXTY THREE TO FALL SIXTY SEVEN ST. LOUI SJ SEPT. SIXTY 

SEVEN TO DATE# CENTER# MO. NEVER LIVED DESMOINES# IOWA • 

. Cl..AIMEO SUBJECT NEVER LIVED WI TH HIM AFTER EW.JN G. MO.., RESIDENCE 

NINETEEN FORTY THREE OR FORTY FOUR• SUBJECT AND RUBY GOT ALONG 

IELL• BELIEVED SUBJECT W6RKED AT SOME BAKERY IN ST• LOUIS NAME 

1¥-4D LOCATION UNKNOWN. UNABLE TO RECALL ANY RESIDENCE ADDRESSES 

FOR SUBJECT• UNABLE TO RECALL OWN RESIDENCE ADDRESSES IN ST• 
I 

LOUIS# BUT REMEMBERED HE LIVED ON WEST PINE ST•# AND TiiAT LAST 

ST. LOUIS RESIDENCE WAS 'ON PARK. STATED HIS FIRST NAME IS JERRY 

NOT GERALD OR JAMES# ANO THAT RAYNS IS ONLY 011-IER SURNAME USED• 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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PAGE TWO 

HE l S ALCOHOL! C• AND APPEARED MENTALLY CONFUSED• DENI ED KNO\tl..EDGE 

OF SUBJECTS WHEREABOUTS• HAS HOUSE BARRICADED AND EXPRESSED 

FEAR SUBJECT MIGHT COME THERE• 

NEIGHBORHOODS RE ST. LOUIS RESIDENCES OF RAYNES ALLEGED 

BY RUBY CARPENTER NEGATIVE• 

HIPPIE NEIGHBORHOODS AND GEORGIA AUTO RECOVERIES UN­

PRODUCTIVE TO DATE• 

RECORDS OF AMERICAN TELEVl SION SCHOOL ALLEGEDLY ATTENDED 

BY RAY FORTY NINE DETERMINED TO BE IN CHICAGO. 

' BAKERY UNION RECORDS NEGATIVE. UNABLE TO VERIFY BAKERY 

EMPLOYMENT TO DATE• 

ST. LOUIS COUN1Y PD COMPARISON OF UNIDENTIFIED LATENTS WfTK 

SUBJECTS PRINTS NEGATIVE. 

INTERVIEWS WI TH FORMER FELLOW· PRISONERS t.NPRODUCTI VE 

AS TO SI GNI FI CANT BACKGROI.ND OR INFORMATION AS TO RAY WHERE­

ABOUTS. 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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PAGE THREE 

RAY VA CLAIM RECORD CONTAINED ONLY VERIFICATION OF ARMY 

SERV,ICE IN ADDITION TO CLAIM FOR EDUCATION ALLOWANCE APRIL 

NINETEEN1 NINETEEN FORTY NINE• CHICAGO HAS ADVISED VA 

EDUCATION AND REHABILITATION FILE DESTROYED. 

END 

ENT 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 

FBI KAN CITY 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



TO 

FROM 

OPTIONAL FORM NO. ID 
MAY 11112 EDITION 
GSA FPMR (,1 CFR) IOI-II.I 

-•/ L 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
SAC (44-760) 

IC WILLIAM C. MC DONALD 

DATE: 4/26/68 

SUBJECT: MURKIN 

On 4/19/68, Mr. WILLIAM T. RIDENHOUR, Deputy 
Clerk, Osage County, Linn, Missouri, caused the Poll Books to be 
available, these record were cheeked for the name of ERIC 
STARVO GALT and aliases with negative results. 

4</~~~ - ~~ 
..,c.ARCHED ND 

SERIAU -.FILE ~-~-+---
,.f)R 2 \ 17 

5010-108-01 
Buy U.S. Savings Bonds,Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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FBI KAN CITY 

FBI NEIi, YORK 

URGENT 4/25/68 WPK 

TO DI RECTOR 'l-4-38861 ANO MEMPHI s .. LOS ANGELES., SAN F'RANCI SCO .. 
. ·••~r • 

CINCINNATI., CHICAGO .. DALLAS .. INDIANAPOLIS., DE1ROIT .. 

KANSAS CITY ANO SEATTLE 

ll'ROM NElf YORK 44-1609 

MURKIN 

RG WHLSIRE BOOK COMPANY., LOS ANGELES .. ,(:ALIFORH,A. 

RE LA TEL TO BUREAj6 APRIL TWE> 

MAILING LI ST OF ~LSHI OOK SIX 

SIX., ONE NINE SIX SEVEN., 

OF APPROXIMATELY THIRTY THOUS 

SIX EIGHT CON SI STING 

NAMES FURN I SHED ON APIL 

TlfO FOUR., LAST., BY BERNARD OE .. PRGSIDENT .. RESEARCH PROJECTS 
·--------• ,~ .,~=~"•-··-·•·-' .•" "', ~'-,.-.~,.,..W~1>.··'f;,.~ttr•f\!,~!'\WI<~~~-""'".,..;,,• 

COMPANY., ONE SEVEN ZERO SIX ROCKAWAY AVENUE .. LYNBROOK .. NY., TO __.. 

SAS JOHN F• CURRAN .. NORMAN A• MURRAY., AND ROBERT G. OFTEDAL• 

ENO PAGE ONE 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE Tf40 

SEARCH BY SAS FOR NAMES1 GAULT AND JAMES E• RAY1 

NEGATIVE• LI ST REFLECTED INDI Vt DUALS NAMED RAY AS F'OLLOVS. 

DATE REFLECTS YEAR1 LI ST COMPLETED: 

'.:R• R• L• z THREE FIVE FOUR SEVEN SOUTH FEDERAL 

STREET1 CHICAGO/LINOIS CONE NINE SIX EIGHT>. 

DONALD J •. •'RAY1 NINE NINE FOUR SOUTH ROYS AVENUE., 

COLUMBUS1 OHIO NE NINE SIX SIX>. 

RONNIE " FOUR ZERO SIX WEST FRANKLIN STREET1 ELECTRA,. 

TEXAS CONE NINE SIX EIGHT>• 

~• NINE FOUR TWD AND ONE-HALF SOUTH Cl.ALA, 

LOS ANGELES,. CALIFORNIA" MOVED IN ONE NINE SIX SEVEN OR 

ONE NINE SIX/4IGHT, NO FORWARDING ADDRESS INDICATED, 

a.J. iv., THREE TWO SEVEN FIRST AVENUE EAST., PACIFIC 

WASHINGTON CONE 

MARV.IN L• 

SIX EIGHT•> 

BOYER AVENUE., WALA 

'-ALA., W,ASHING N <ONE NINE SIX EIGHT>• 

END PAGE TW6 
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PAGE THREE 

~A~ o. R~ FIVE ZERO ZESO FIVE EAST ORION., INDI.ANAPOLI s., 

INDIANA CON~INE SIX SEVEN>• 

It• s. P..AY., FI VE TWO FOUR SEV£N COLLEGE AVENUE., -INDI ANAPOLI s., INDI N:4A CONE NINE SIX SEV£N> • 

.:,1-~~.~., BOX SEVEN ZERO EIGHT SEVEN FLINT., MICHIGAN 

CONE NINE SIX SE~>• 

ROBERT Ge py., ONE FIV£ TWO SIX EAST SIXTY SIXTH PLACE., 

CHICAGO., ILLIJfotS CONE NINE SIX SEVEN>• 

DELMA ~y., NINE TWO THREE W£ST GRANO., HAYSVILLE., KANSAS 

CONE NINE~IX VEN> · 

DEBBIE . ;! ., SIX SIX THREE THREE DERBY AVENUE• APARTMENT 
,-·-;I'~ 

FOUR., RESEDA., CALIFORNIA CONE NINE SIX SEVEN>• 

RECEIVING OFFICES INSTRUCTED TO DETERMINE IF ANY OF 

JlBOVE ARE I DENT I CAL WI TH SUBJECT., JAMES E• RAY., OR A 

RELATIVE• SUBJECT SHOULD BE CONSIDERED ARMED AND DANGEROUS• 

END 

ENT 

FBI KAN CITY 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



SAC (80-591) 

SA JACK H. PORTER 

TOP TEN FUGITIVE PUBLICITY 

JAMES EARL RAY, IO 4182 

4/25/68 

Material on JAMES EARL RAY sent to outlets 
on Top Ten fugitive index 4/25/68. 

7, \- 80-591 
1 1 ;.. 44-760 
· .. m:fd 

(2) 

l 

4/c/--,,?~ Cl-VO 
SEARCHEO __ =--INDEXED 

SERIALIZ~~D~--• 

APR 2 519B8 
FBI - KANSAS CITY 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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\ 

IJ/25/18 

AI& KAIL 

DI&cna. n1 c,, ... 11111> 

SAC. UJISAS CITY ('4-710) (P) 

NUUII. 

00: H-,hia 

Eacloaed ~Nwith i• a liat of aoaey orlllera reeeive4 
by JMIEI £AIL IAJ at tJa.- KiaMur1 Stat• Peniteatiary f1Mll 11&1 
threll&la ruru&ry, 1111. 

, Copiu ... .be1ag Hnt to iatereate4 offioea, u4 
••aclen in Heh cli.•i•J.on a--14 be contacted for .tlJI.J iaforaa­
tioa tbey •Y uve rep.N\iaa the •ujeot ia 'thia aatter. 

AIMEll, IWICElOUS 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



TO 

FROM 

SUBJECT: 

l 

omONAL POIM HO. 10 

--• !DITIOH GSA PPMR 141 CFR) 101-11.6 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
(P) DATE: 4/25/68 

SA JOSEPH L. KISSIAH 

JAMES EARL RAY, aka - FUGITIVE 
uFAC-ROBBERY FIRST 

00: KC 

Rerep SA JOSEPH L. KISSIAH, 2/23/68 at Kansas City. 

The following negative investigation was conducted 
by the writer to locate the captioned individual prior to 
the receipt of Butel to All SACS, 4/19/68, in which it was 
announced that JAMES EARL RAY is being sought in connection 
with the fatal shooting of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., 

PCI HAROLD JACK BLNNETT was contacted 2/21/68 
by SA ROWEN B. AYERS 

PCI LAWRENCE WRAY was contacted 3/11/68 by 
SA ROWEN B. AYERS 

The following informants were all contacted on 
the indiciated dates by SA JOSEPH L. KISSIAH: 

2-88-9449 
<D-44-760 
':rl..K:lib 
(3)_~ 

PCI JOE f. ROSS, 3/4 & 12/b8 

PCI HENRY MC FAD, 3/4 & 13/68 

PCI RAYMONDE. MC DOWELL, 3/8 & 21/68 

PCI JAMES BOYD, 3/13; 4/2 & 18/68 

KC 601-C, 3/13; 3/25/68 and 4/15/68 

PCI JOSEPH W. JONES, 3/14/68 

KC 473-C, 3/14; 4/2 & 17/68 

In addition, the following estab 

FBI - KANSAS CITY . 

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 
5010-lOl-02 
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