
:{"c 

,, • ,. 
i 

r,.H' i~ciy "-~t:f,.;;rn~~i.t ·:.vu tw 'r"Ji,y have ;::.·.&J,Xi·,.J·. n~ s;:ibject -ut 
::.··m \ .. en0e t)f his r.iuthe:c ~. W:'9. MILDUtD ii:;JJEt. ?nm, l~ist 
C1cJt, t :.t~e, St . L :Jt., ',.f:;, 1:.,;;. 

U U. l ~Kt.r.it act - ~, • ·tu1<~ 11rts -. · BJ:N '!?. · :,',:ti>.£, · r: q.ut e .:?. , · 
;: :n tnl ntta:-,f;t 't;;> :L'>t.~t~te :f.Htl:l:tJLt, 'J_;:J}F, ·ti) . . i-.n.te:c~.v'.1-ew h}..B.i J.Cf~:.rr;:1;'.,JlC 
st,1,Ject. 

A1I' :::noH.Tl\.t 'i)\l'iSiUl 

:·;:i.11 ;,r)t~1·v·,o\·l tJra .. :\LENE \i.M)E, '.3~1 '.Mo;Ui ·_ 
2Jlnuear,,,1,:s, '.{rt iHl ~ttom/,t t~> :l.oci1:1;e J:1im.s. A. \flWl'! :t11 1,u·,:;e,. 
thRt. he ·,uny be ;.ht-SL'l LC\,;-C(:_ ·:t:"e{tmt<t'.~r.lf{ aubj~(~t" 

"'.', -;1·.t' .... ,,,.,. •. ·-,1, ..• ,., .... , •• ,, .• ,. ,~ .... -~ ... a ·C·•ty' )l>·:.,,..,,,.· . .,.,,., '·n,,,_,1,-,P,,.,, 
0, _ ~ .! s;,•, •. ,~.t ,;,..,,,;,,,•.,.• ... Jdii>J & .. a._....,_,_.., ,< f .n,I,;,.._..,,,.,, ...• Ji'Va& ,...,;.,_-. 

:~~pa:tnion.t:, ~''i"'X4!Wf,2 ~n-r; #;.1fJG;Jo, 1n a.a a,ttwpt to .;{.eter-n,;_11e 
,2,1be:n1n~)Uts at Dk.lffl'l5 w,~1:nit Ftnrta.li'.NO"f !:i!J that >c :v,.y be i:n.tox--­
vie~..;;e.:, :ro;Jar·,.l·',.ng· -.\'h,e:rogb:;n1"tta u:t sitbJoot. 

I 
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.' ~~ 
'-"" 

· TELETYPE· 

PLAIN ·TEXT.· 

. ·. ' -URGENT: · .. 

. -

-4/29/68 

KANSAS CITY IIAS PREVIOUSLY INDICATED THE AVAILABILITY OF 
. '' -· ' 

- - ' 

A LIVE INFORM.t\NT WHO CAN BE ·USED nl A FIELD.DIYISION OTHER THAN 

. KANSAS. c·rry. _IT 1s· SUGGESTED THAT KA~SAS CITY AND ·.ST • .LOUIS 

CONSIDER THE ADV_I°SABILITY ffllD MAKE APPROPRIATE RECOMMENDATIONS TO 

THE BUREAU REGARDING .HAVING THIS INF'ORMANT MAKE CONTACT lVITH THE· -. ', ' . . ' 

SUBJECT•~- BROTHER, .JOHN. LARRY ·:RAY, WHO OPERATES A TAVERN _AT -

ST.LOUIS. IT JIS NOTED. joHN LARRY RAY VISITED THE SUBJECT IN PRIOON 

_ON APRIL-TWENTY TWO, .NINETEEN S~TY SEVE~, THE DAY BEFORE .T.HE 

· SUBJECT'S E~APE, AND JT IS FELT'-JOHN LARRY RAY HAS NOT. BEEN 

ENTIRELY COOP~RATIVE •. 
. . . 

COMPANIES AT MEMPHIS; TENN. ,. -WHICH OPERATE BARGE LINES OR 

WHICH SERVICE w_ATER ,CARRII/mS HAVE ·s:E;EN CONTACTED FOR INFORMATION 

RE EMPLOYMENT BY THE SUBJE!CT UNI)ER HIS TRUE NAME -OR KNOWN ALIASES. 
. . . . . . . '' . . . . ' 

.. ·:. INVESTIGATION THUS FAR IS NEGATIVE~ -

JCH:gmh · 
(3)-

. . . - . 

. - , 
. . . . I 
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. • ', - ' . ' 
,• .... ' 

,,, . -; . . . . :/~ ·.. ' . 

·- -., .. •' 
.;,• ,,• : : I ,~ ; ' 

. ' 
: r ~ • ,/ • 't • • 

. ' . . 

.. : ':_, 

·. ,. 
1•'• :.•• ,, • I 

' . ; '' , ·, , ,· 

. ' 
' ' ' , .. 

· · PAGE .TWO . 
• l !' 

J: • •-.•Y . '\ .... .c 

'' 
. ' •., • ' '', •:·~;. . .r : • ' • ,•• •'. ~.'•' l , 

.MFL44~1987 - : 

, COOSI::::s:~::iL::t:K:: :±r:» ir:t: :ORE .· ·.· 
,•r• • ' ' > ,,,,•• • ._T • '•• 

. ·<A LOCAL GRAND' JURY ON :OR. ABOUT .MAY· THREE NEXT~ .. I'r' .IS NOT. YET,: .... -, . 
. . · '' '· RN~~VN IF AGEN~ :TE.Sfl~ONY"WILi: __ $'REQU~IRED.·:.' ' . •': ·: '':\,' .: . :·:. ',,_:·.: . _. " 

· · INVESTIGAT-ION · ·roNTINUES · IN ·tENNESSEE · TO IDENTIFY. :s'i~tEN· : · · :, ' · · 
.: t ' , • - '' • ' ', ' ~ • . • • • . , -: • . . , ' ' ' • t -

. CARS LOCA~D' IN,'TENNESSEE WHICH. WERE S'IDLEN IN GEORGIJ(ON OR ABOUT 
- - . -

· : APRIL FIVE LAST• ALL' SUCH LEADS Alm. BEING HANDLEU, 'EXP~DITIOUSLY~ 
. . - . . , . ' ' . ' . , . 

NUMEROUS siiSPECTS CON,TINUE, TO.:-~' RE~RTED ·TO: AN.I? _ELIMINATED: ' 

av 00TH THE MEMPHIS• oFF 1CE· ANn· T-im · ME1wii1s roi 1cE · ·nEPAliT11iENT ~ _.. 

' ' . ' :, . ARMED AND IiANGERou·s. ' . . . . . . ... ' 
· ' · · · A·mMA IL;.- COP-ms TO· KAN SA-~ -~ 1ri AND -sT: ; LOUIS· · ·•. P- :- END · ,, · : · ·· 

' . . ' ,, . . . . .. ' . 
;.•.• 

. ,·, .. , 

. ', ·,,.' 

- ·,. 

': ~.. . . ! ' . .. ' . ' ' . ' :.- . 
. ,,, ' 

' . 
. ' ' '· ,_: , ,.~ '.: .. 

, ' ,, ,-
' : .. , ' .... 

··, ··' .. , . 

,' ·.·-
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F'D-36 (Rev, 5-22-64) 

FBI 

,Date: 5/2/68 

Transmit the following in -----------'-"a::....:~c.__---'L=---=---'e~_,/"-:--:-----------, 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

TELETYPE 
Via _________ ------------,-::-:--,----,------------1 

(Priority) 

URGENT 

TO: 

FROM: 

DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) AND 
SACS, MKMPHIS ~ND ST. LOUIS 

SAC, KANSAS CITY (44-760) 

MURKIN 

RE MEMPHIS TELETYPE TO BUREAU, APR. TWENTYNINE, LAST, 

REQUESTING KANSAS CITY'S AND ST. LOUIS' RECOMMENDATION 

REGARDING A LIVE INFORMANT IN THE KANSAS CITY AREA. 

THIS PCI, LAWRENCE E. WRAY, FBI NO. NINE SIX EIGHT ONE 

ZERO FIVE B, WAS A FORMER INMATE IN THE MO. STATE PENITENTIARY 

AT THE TIME SUBJECT WAS INCARCERATED THERE. 

KANSAS CITY OFFICE RECOMMENDS THIS INDIVIDUAL NOT BE 

USED AT THIS TIME BECAUSE OF HIS PSYCHOLOGICAL PROBLEMS IN 

THE PAST, HE IS CURRENTLY ON PAROLE WITH THE STATE OF MO., 

AND INASMUCH AS HE STATED HE WAS A CELLMATE OF RAY, WHICH 

WAS NOT SUBSTANTIA'.l'lm BY RECORDS. ALSO, CHICAGO'S SOURCE IS 

IN A MUCH BETTER POSITION TO HELP IN THIS MATTER. 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS (P) 

- 7 d' Cl g__ 
;; I 

Approved: __________ _ 

Special Agent in Charge 
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.. 
FBA. KAN CI TY • • 
FBI ATLANTA 

923A EDT URGENT 5/2/68 VSC 

TO BUREAU., MEMPHIS, BIRMINGHAM., LOS ANGELES., CHICAGO, KANSAS CITY 

AND SPRINGFIELD 

FROM ATLANTA 44- 2386 

MURK IN 

SUMMARY OF INVEST! GATION, MAY ONE, SIXTY EIGHT. 

INDIVIDUAL KNO\-JN TO SOURCES IN HIPPIE AREA OF ATLANTA Al'\JD 

BELIEVED BY SOME TO BE IDENTICAL vHTH SUBJECT RAY, IDENTIFIED 

AND INTERVIEVJED MAY ONE INSTANT. NAME_ PAUL SAXON, t·J/M, AGE 

FORTYSEVEN, FROM MISS •. HE IS PROGRAMMER FOR OXFORD .IN-

DUSTRIES, ATLANTA.· OTHER SOURCES IN HI PP! E AREA BEING CON-

TACTED ON REGULAR BASIS AND INVESTIGATION OF NARCOTICS PHASE 

CONTINUING. 

EXPANDED f-1.IRLINES CHECK CONTINUING. NEGATIVE TO DATE. 

INVESTIGATION,CONCERNING ABANDONED HERTZ RED REBEL AUTO 

AT BIRMINGHAM AIRPORT INDICATES CAR HAD BEEN RENTED fliND NOT 

BLIEVED CONNECTED WITH THIS CASE. HOWEVER, LEAD SET FORTH TO 

INTERVIEW PERSON WHO REN TED CAR DURING PERTlN ENT PERI OD. 

JIMMIE DEL TON. GARNER REINTERVT Eh1ED THIS DATE AT LENGTH• 

HE COULD. FURNISH NO ADDITIONAL PERTINENT· INFO._ 

END PAGE ONE 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE TWO 

AT 44-238 6 
\ 

• 

ABANDONED FP..RM OWNED BY ALLEGED LEADER OF -MINUTEMEN IN 

RURAL AREA CHECKED MAY ONE• NO, EVIDENCE OF HUMJ:iN HABITAT! ON 

OR BEING USED AS HIDE-OUT• 

TAXl CAB TRIP SHEETS· OF PERTINENT PERIODS BEING SCRUTINIZED 

AND LOGICAL LEADS BEING CHECKED OUT• 

CONTACT 1/JITH INDIVIDUALS ADVERTISING Gil.RS FOR SALE IN 

CLASS! Fl ED ADS OF ATLANTA NEW·SPAPERS CONTINUING, NEGATIVE TO 

DATE. 

INVESTIGATIONS OF ALL ·STOLEN CARS IN ATLA.I\JTA DURING PERTINENT 

PERIOD, INCLUDING THOSE FURNISHED BY NCIC _CONTINUING". NO 

PERTINENT' INFO OBTAINED TO DATE• 

COMPLAINTS OF LO.OK-A-LIKES BEING RECEIVED ON CONTINUING 

BASIS AND BEING CHECKED our. 

PLACES FEATURING COUNTRY MUSIC CHECKED OUT WI TH.NEGATIVE 

RESUL rs. 

A & D• P 

END 

PH,M 

FBI KAN CI TY 

@ 
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- - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - -------~------;--------------- - --- 7 

FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) • 
FBI 

Date: 

• 
4/29/68 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

. I 

I 

Transmit the following in ------------,--~--------,--,-----------,--,11 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

I 

Via --~A~IR=T=E=L=----
I 

· (Priority) I 

--------------------------~---------------------L------- -

TO: SAC; KANSAS CITY 

FROM: SAC, ST. LOUIS (44-775)(P) 

SUBJECT: MURKIN 

00: Memphis 

Memphis teletype to Bureau and others dated 4/22/68, 
requests "receiving offices to contact major law enforcement 
agencies within their divisions and determine whether or not 
any armed robberies or burglaries perpetrated in which latents 
recovered or in which unsub may fit general description of 
subject RAY." 

- LEAD -

THE KANSAS CITY DIVISION 

AT JEFFERSO~ CITY, MO. 

Inasmuch as numerous small departments in rural 
areas within St. Louis Division have latent fingerprint work 
handled by Missouri State Highway Patrol, Kansas City should 
insure that unidentified latents at MSHP Headquarters are 
checked against fingerprints of JAMES RAY, FBI Number 405 942 G. 

, ,,-- . / ,,,/ 
·_,.,(L,:,,L..,/{.J-l\U t2.-vl'ILt!# •v· -fJ.--#l--P'-fet1'/;!.(i -

· ~kansas City . 
\. -r - St • Louis 4 t 
"· GMP /ral f ---)"J,t-ettt/tt',,ki 

(3) 

Approved: --~---..,._1/+l)+-------­
Special Agent in Charge 

Sent ______ M 
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"" .. . ..., 
FD-jti (Rev. 5-22-64) 

FBI 

Date: 4/29 /68 

Transmit the following in -----------------------1 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via AlRTEL 
(Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L-------

TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

DIRECTOR~ FBI 

SAC, CINCINNATI (157=1893) (P) 

MURKIN 1/t 
/: 

;Y 
Re NY airtel to B~reau, 4/25/68 • 

.. d ~ • A! 

. The following \1:,1test:i.gation was conducted .1/' 
to ident:i..fy 11:2~1i9~c,i'~..;~js.;_

3
:i~2-~--"South Roys Avenue,_ _ ,ii/' ~~~r,-~o : /_,;t ... ·'·-·"-"·'""""-~~~:',~;s,:·.::.,,;~,:;"::-fsc:::;;,;f•'.;,'.t:;'.;':(2!:""1:,$..:.""j :}r 

Current city and telephone directories J,.dst 
!?,2~.!J)~J,_~,_,~EAY-=.~J'.,t:,,.,~;,2~~.,,'C:§Cci .. ~!=J1-,J~::Q.X-~.-d,~~~~~:---•.!!c:!J;.~~JJ§J{~~~' 
telephone 274-8883, employed as firefigfiter; C¾tY of 
Columbus. Directories reviewed 4/26/68. r 

Mrs. RUTH CLAPROOD, Clerk, Driver I s License 
Index 1 OBMVj Columbus, Ohi@, advised re~ords show 
DONALD~. RAYj 994 South Roys Avenue, was born 

I J Columbus, Ohio, is 5 vavi tall) weight 158 
-pouqds, baa brown hair and brown eyetai. Hi5 SSN is 
I I and he ia employed as a firefighter j 
City of Columbu~. 

Mrs. CARLA JACQUES, Credit Bureau of Columbu~J 
Inc., on 4/26/68 advised from recorcls DONAW JEAN 
RAY, wife SUSANNA, 994 South Roys Avenue 1 Columbus, 
Ohio, employed as a firefighter, City of Columbus, 
was employed by Pure Oil Company for 10 years. Sin.ce 
1956 he has been employed as a fir~fighter. N~thing 

3-Bureau (RM) 2=Mem[P.lhi~ (RM) 2=Insi Arng~les (RM) 
2-C~icago (RM) @'=Ra!Cllsasi icJity (RM) 2=New Yot·k . •U . 
l~cincbnat~ . ~'/JJ) 

FM maw 
14 

Approved: __________ _ 

Special Agent in Charge 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



CI 157-1893 

derogatory appears in credit records concerrning him. 

Mrs. KAY NICHOLS, Record Room, Columbus PD, on 4/26/68 
advised there is no record there for DONALD J: RAY. 

RAY was intervi@wed 4/26/68. R<r;siden.ce and employmeirllt 
was verified. He has been employed as a firefighter, City of 
Columbus 12 yea r.s. His phyaica 1 descriptiolll does not_ fit that 
of JAMES EARL RAY, and hi~ facial appearancte doe~ not rese_imble 
fugitive. He claims to have ino relativea who resemble fugi.tive 
nor can he furnish ailliy inforootion to ~ssist iin locating subjc~ct. 

No further investigation being t.aken concerning thi,e 
person. 

/ 
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i -411·· __ -
. . ,-

: '.: . . ... 

.. -· 
··. ,, ·, ·; . 

•··· ,· . . 

{ ' -· .. 
. , ' . 

. 4/30/68 
PWNTEXT· . -

T£LE.nP£ UiGINT 

- -

·: MUUIN 

lt£ BUREM.l 1'~ APllIL 7\llflftNIU. LAST~ 

RE: ~ lootllS., ST. lWClS HOUL, WS AMGELiS. 

JAMES EAliL JAY USllllD IN il'1LLYW000 Amt WS AlfGWlS,. 

FRCM N<NEKlilt N1NETE£H, SD.ff~·,. nntOUGB. ~llCR SEV!ND£~ UST• 
•. ' -~ ' 

APPROXDiATEU'. · HOVFJGiR Mlh'"lffllf tmTI.L APPRO.XIMAn~LY 3AMOARY . · . 

T\lEN!f RE:SIDED Nit.AR ff. '.J!'BAHCIS BOl'EL AMO JANUARY tWEM"ITONt TO 

HAICli SiVEiftlttJ,r l&SlO:EJ) MIE. ·T~ B~ERS F1UM TELEPHO~ 

BOO'fflS AT THE HOTEL BElHO Wl.TBD FOR. POSSIBLE - · : · · BY SU&JiCT. 
f -· 

. TOLL _CAU. MARCH NO tAS'l, . ·RD(:• .: SIVIS flnto.NK . • THlEE- THlEE · · .-- · 

.· SEW.~ DASH FlVE·TltR.D vNE F.IW. 'LISTED TO, '' lALP·I~ •... ··. 
' ' ,• , •. , • • • ,- ~~;.-,.,;;..'.,__-..:_.._r;_:.(_.,-,._....,~---. 

· INC. 1 TWO CliE fWR ZER<l l'~st_LVANIA AV!ffUI:, WOO. CALL RECJ1IVEO 
't::::.:-: ... :..,:___ ...... -- - - . - - __ - . - . . . . ., . -·: - - . ~ . - --~ _ .... __ -~--:--'- ..,; . ' . . : 

AT TEN i'QfflSEVLlf PK EASTJUUI STAIUtAID TIM£ BT. JJISW!IRI,C, SOVICE. 
. ' . -··: . ~: '/ :_() __ -t/r'_:-·· 

2 • Bur•li . . w 
2 -·Tele-type Unit . 
. 1 · • ~• Ana•1.ee <~ir Mail) 
· h. 1-phl• ~ Fti-r Mall) . · 
CXJ· Kan••• City· ('.Jfiir Hail). 
2 - ~c · 
ROA:ta"b 
(9) 
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. -.:. . ' 

. ,, : . ;' 

,♦ ·< · , r , •.. : r ,,, .·. 
,. -. ··. •,, 

, .:·, ; ,,:1, • • 

, ' . ' 

- BOU)EN 'l:Sl'T MO MESSACI ·aur SAID HI wouw. CALL MCI AT -(g ' 

/IH.· . MO SiCOND CALL nctlffl ar. COLONIAL• s AISiJRIHG' ,SERVICE •. ·.' 

· .. -co~x&_ nt.ttnt$ HOWE~· CAIJ'-ED· ABGl)T : ms :an, 1ws. ·:roN BIA~K 

PI.ClUP;. CKffltOUT T:Rueit WITH -'WBXTE TOP . .MfD VlltGINIA. LICE1is:£ TAGS •. 
,· ~ - ' 

.. LAST' 'to~- Stitt <~MT PAINT EQUJ'f~T MID SUIPL1£S fllCK .-·· 

TiUQt IN sro~ to ·A JEICii cm;- •HAt.r· TOH Tl~ Vlnt. IACKS ro1t· .. 
• • :• 1

1 
" " • ~ '>• ' '• \ •' ~ • 1 ~ , 
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, . . . 

'' 1 ' 

-· VIO 44-703 . 
. 'INiE TJlRU ' 

-- ,.AT!DJR.KAY ow· TIUCK--1• srORAGE ·SA10 ~- •1v1a ~ . - -_ . ' . . , . . . -

. , . .: -.- . 

TWQ HUNll>UD ANO ?lln no~ TO ·:>atv:e . 'tRUCJ. 11 ffa&\GE: r,p , -
. . ' ' . . ,:, . . ' ·, 

_· u,. FM i£ft:·-llffl_ l.NCHES"i. O». S!VEltrl'I:VE TO .QN& 1:1cm;t:f1Vi . -

POWDs. lUl)l)f _CQG>LEXlo.N~-aL~ BAiil, nm IUILD.WEMtiH~-ON£ 
. . .. ". . ·.' ' ' ' ' . . . ' 

,1tct .LI~ TAN ew-WLL.-·. oniER ,MAH ·wtm nm DESC.tttED .s mtli'E 

~ TiiliTl':-·TO.mtll~ mas·O?Jl~· 'six n:rr. -· INCH, _.fM~- -­

lUMlff PGtJ'NOs · ~ ·- D.Aalt. ca,Jul111 ,.,.,en~~ ·_ B01U -HAll- sau-'.tlWlN -
- , . '' . 

ACCENTS MID· VOB.t . EX.PEISIV£ SHUSS :UQ AU,ICATOR. STILE LOAl'ERS _· 

. WITH H!DlUH" PQDU' ••. tall' BAD PICKUP TaUCK' Tt$0 DI i\J& TlttP TO 
.. , -

· CALt1om.1A. _· oo . .;aiL -11m L&ff ·.AN01.'$R MAM '!DRM to· cou»ruL 

'. PAW.tiG.,LOT-U MU~MtG Aim PLACOO-PACbGI IELlfflD TO 11#.VJt OON­

TAiB!D CLOTHES ARO A Ti"INfff-VO CALIID itIFU -JJf CAB. 07' TRUCK IR -_ . 

· Sl'OM.Gi. - mt~ _ WU.E. Pt.ACIW &QISJ) DQ:Wa• S -SAT~ - --.A ·JK4 OF --- . 
AMHUHlti:~ ··wAs ,i;;Aw,: x~· Gt.On CCHPAlh,mr,r or :taucrL · •· SAID :HE 

wAs A .oaJ.VG , .... ·DnWAWAY _ ARD WAs COJHG TO· oo .sc.tm HUHT111a· wuz. 
. '. ' . . . ,. . ... ·· 

·-' .. 
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' . ·- . 

WO 44-703, 
PMI :_row. 

. MAU IW UTE' mmn• s, m BET 'Qf,B TO 1:~ iacns. <iii SEVQTY­

nwr TU nro. HUlffllm -P~Rl)S~. ••<rJ!t .HAIi WITH GiAY MW Dt>u1m- . -. 
- Tlltt. . AYr~l :PttttlMG •AIGV£ .tnKS IR TIWC.K HE . IilOVJiL AWAY .Iii. -. · 

·MUstUC AND utURNI»· .IR A TAXI: io ua1n PICKUP T~uci AVAY. : wro 
' .. \ ' ' . - . 

. ·,. . . 

- lNDICf:S ~TlV£ RI:. PE'lM. :troU>:U. ·.· , .- : · , · . - -· -

iN VIit.i . OP »rJU.01)1 TRUCK . UBD ii HOLDEii, llI~ IUITatl 
... 

. . 

DEtt.RM~ 1tOLD£N• s··AQ;tVffl • . _ -- -

.... 
. , .. 

; •, :._.•r 

. - ,' 

; .. · ... ' 

· I 
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i . 

- .. : -, • J. , ' 

·-J'· · . 
. ' 

. ''• 

• '·•,, I'.•• 

- , ,. . . . 

. : · __ ·. 4/30/68 . . '·,, ', . . ' 

: 'l'O: 

. : FitCM:, _·. ; 'sAc·, ;~FQ (44~_703). _· : 
:. . -· , . 

, o ~ - • • • • I • 

.:· '. ·Re..'ifOat <t;o- DL :d•t•tf4/2S/68- ._and record~ of Pos.tal-- _-_ 
.Inspector.. - . - . . . .- .- . . 

. . . ·Ort 4'/30/68, 'Mr·~- MA~IN- 8R0w1f, · .Mail .Oir~tor·, Wail . 
·tou ·an~- D~pr«datlons Dt·vtaton·, -Postal Inspector•·•· ·u.~ $ •. Post · 
Offic~· ·Depe:rtaen:t, ~ •. adv!sed.-SA.· RC$~KT \i., DA'WS.ON -'tJl$·t ·.a · 

_: mao in th• file• :tefl...~ts .that &vailable. r.ecox--da ··coneti1r:ning . -
_ RAY'• .-*onv:lcttQn _1n:·1.,ss, _ for._ p~st:al _v:l~la:tiona. ·vaa, ••4e . . .. 
: available to FBI,, KC,,, Mo.•· by Poatal -Inapeato~ 1~. Charge_:, · ·. · 
· OONALDSO~-, :.·at. Kans•• Cl.ty •. · · .. · : . . ·. -· ·· · 

. • • • • ,':• • 'I• • •'' 

. '.·· 

· :' . ·, - . In ·v'l~- of ·th~--~~;ie;_-'.-,no .furth•r ~~·t1~·-1s·_b'1!i~g-,·· . . _ .. 
talten by -wro llt ·we couct1rntrig .above lead.· >It.' is -:to- be not~ ' . 
that Mr. BROw1i _advised that ·~ecords concerning postal_ vl6lationa·· · 

:are ~intaI:ued at_ P~JJt Off1'?e He.adquar;ter:s ,for fi.ve years.-oniy ... 
' . 

,~aMW AND . DAtTGFJiOOS.~ ; · .. 

· - · 2 - 'Me~his . . .- ,; - - . 
2. ---Dallas _(44-26.49). (AM) : . 
2 • Nev Orleans -(157--10673) -._(AM). . . 

·'(V ~ Kansa:a City_:.:(44-760). _(AM) :, · ·, · 
l ·'.1',ttstQ ' ' ' . . 

- n:,~•. • • ' • : : / I : • t~ ,' I • 

, , R\iD:bs 
·' (9). ' . 

•· r •• 
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• • 
FBI 

Date: 

JlI.1.L\ Il\I:~:1E}~r£ 
Trcnsr:::it the following ln ----------------·-----··---­

(Type in pkin tex: ar code) 

_____ 1;3.GD;'1' 
(Priority) 

I 
I 
I. 
I 
I 
l 
l 
I 
I 
I 

I 
I 

---l 
I l - /. _, -----f 

I To: DIRT::'.C'.f'D.Rj rB:r (<?JJ .. .::rne31) ;:1· 

I SAC) :iIEMPI~I S (tJ4--1~)8 7) ,. 

J:,F~()~~I: Si\C, E.L 1.-\!-lSC, 1 ~,.·t ,.,,, ~ 

?tfUHKIN. 

RE SU3P~SC'1' --==~~;~; _ 
R.t: O}(I.J~}K:i,iA crfY '1..'ELliI'fFE 1'0 Ti!E BlJT,.i~AU' OMiHIA' HE11PHI s 3 

CAME 01:-i FOOT 'l'O 'IHI'~ 

DOLLARS W.AS ALL THE MO:'.'i'EY 

AND ONE RALF EAST BAL:\fS.R., WAVE:S:I:Y, ])WA. 

1 •- El ?n:=.o 
l 

{j)-
1 

Bi Tmingharri (.,~<---17-::-0) {A'\1) 
K:2.nsas City (4'1-7{30) U1..:.I) 
Oklaho~a City (44-686) (A~J 

1 - O::naha · (4A-3J.O) 0Uf) 
1 St. L-::nis (ti.?J) 

A.pprov':!d: 

HE HAD. NH:J:ER 

PORTER ?-.!ADE NO 

er _________ .. __ _ 
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------

• • 
FBI 

Date: 

Transmit the following in _______ _ 
(Type in pfoir. text o;· code) 

Via -·----------~ 
(Priority) I 

-------------------------------~----------------L-------

TELEPHONE CALLS AT HO'rEL AND DID NO~r INQUIRE AS TO WHERE 

HE COULD MAKE A TELE.PHONE CALL AWAY FROM HOTEL. PORTER 

WAS. ALONE AND HAJ) NO VISITORS WHILE AT HOTEL. PORTER LEF'I' 

HOTEL AT ABOUT TEN A.M. ON Foorr APRIL FOUR, L.AST J DIRECTION 

Oli' vl'R.i\ V"EL N6T STATED TO HOTEL PERSOJ:TNEL AND UNKNmn-r, ~ 

IN ABSENCE OF PHOTO OF POR'l'EH. AND SINCE THE PORTER 

WHO STAYED A'{ HOTEL IN VAN HORN FI-TS DESCRIPl'ION FUR.'l"ISHED 

OF PO.H.TBR IN R.l<:TEL, NO ltURTHER INV'ESTIGA'rION BEING CONDUC'I'ED 

BY EL PASO RE PORTER. 

BIRMING1-IAM, KANSAS CITY, OKLAHO:\IA crl'Y, m.-rAHA, S'I'. 

IDUIS ADVISED AIR MAIL. 

Ap:;roved: ,:,enc _________ M Per~·-----

-

' 
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TO 

FROM 

SUBJECT: 

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY 1962 EDITION 

. ' GSA FPMR Ul CFR) 101-11.6 

UNITED STATES GOV.ERNMENT 

Memorandum 
SAC {44-760) 

SA PAUL J. · WALTERSCHEID 

MURKIN 
00: ~IE f 

. l>ATE: 4/30/68 

' I 

On 4/27/68 Sgt R HARD BAIRD, Junctton City, Ks, PD, 
advi~ed one _JOTJffig=,.:gI:I ,}l~,S was taken to G~ary County Community 
Hospital th1saate a. ter store personn,1 at Duckwall Store 
advised he appeared· 11 and was mumbling that someone was 
after him and trying to kill him. RHQDES indicated he had been 
working in Oregon for the past year, .~as now enroute to his 
home in Alabama, and had arrived in Junction City by bus this date. 
Sgt BAIRD advised that in his opini~n RHODES bore some physical 
resemblence to JAMES EARL RAY, FBI_#405942G, and RHODES agreed 
to b~ fingerprinted. Hospital aut~orities advis~d RHODES mental 
cond1t1on appeared unstable and h~ would be reta1neq for several 
days. NCIC check on RHODES was/'legative. 

On 4/27/68 RHODES was inferviewed at Geary Co. Community 
Hospital and following descr,;f.ption obtained: 

(1) 

Name ./ JOHNIE RHODES 
Race White 

Birth Florence, Ala. Sex L~P-~ 
Ht I 

Wt 130 lbs 
Bld Slender 
E~ s Brown 
Hair Brown, balding in front 
Complexion Pallid 
S&M Tatt·oo of scroll and "Mother" outside 

left forearm, small scar near center 
of forehead, flesh colored mole above 

Marital status 
HA 
Occupation 
Relative 

~ilitary service 

right hip. . 
Separated ~✓-
902 S. Chestnut St, Florenczl"Ala. 
Laborer 
Half-sister - Mrs FLORA NE HUNT, 

Dou~~f', · 'Altf~· ·- .. ·•;;7:·,,,,.' 

US Navy 1946 to 19~~-/ _ r/ 
qLt,,-7ttJ~6/tf' 

SEM?cw: 
SERJA 
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KC 44-760 

Due to RHODES' apparent mental condition it was not 
possible to interview him thoroughly •. It was noted that only 
ppints of physical resemblence with RAY appeared to be a small 
scar on the forehead arid a rather long pointed nose. 

- . . 
RHODES fingerprints were compared with those of RAY set out 

in I.O. 4182, and .no similiarities were noted. Partial classification 
by Chief GERALD PONTON, JCPD, was negative. RHODES' prints are 
being sent to the Identification Division by JCPD. 

- 2 .. 
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FD-36 (Rev, 5-22-64) 

FBI 

Date: _5/2/68 
I -

Transmit the following in --------+.+-! --:=----------=--------------l 
1:-1 (Type in plaintext or code) 

TELETYPE I, --- URGENT · 
Via _________ --------i'I,,!--· ______________ _J 

_-_________________ .:.____ lij · (Priority) I - ---l:1 _______________________ L _______ -

TO: · DIRECTOR (44-g8861) 
111 

FROM: 

MURKIN 

SAC, MEMPHIS i:.1 
f: 

SAC, - KANSAS c~iTY ·( 44-7 6 0) 
'!;­

ii 
j\ , 

RECORDS, MISSdURI STATE PENITENTIARY, AS REVIEWED 
l11I -

THIS DATE, -REVEAL THE F~jLOWING TWO INDIVIDUALS WERE RELEASED 

DURING THE PAST.YEAR FROM THAT INSTITUTION: 
l
',j . 
!,1 . 

EARL KNIGHT, ~fMPHIS, TENNESSEE,_MSP NUMBER SIX 

FIVE ZERO SE.VEN EIGHT, ~kROLED. SISTER LISTED AS SUE MCSPARIN, 
- 1:-1 

11,1 

TWO SEVEN EIGHT WEST CATu[FORNIA AVENUE., MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE • 
. 111 

ALSO, IVAN UNIDERWOOD, MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, MSP 
1:1 

NUMBER ONE 'I'WO NINE TWO !(SEVEN. WIFE MRS. KATHLEEN UNDERWOOD, 
,,.1 

EIGHT FIVE SEVEN BINGHA~I, MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE. 

MEMPHIS OFFIC~I ATTEMPT TO CONTACT THE ABOVE TWO 

INDIVIDUALS FOR ANY INFJ~ATION THEY MAY HAVE R~GARDING SUBJECT· 
-1·1 · ..... 

l -, -
IN THIS MAT'I'ER. 

.!: 
ARMED AND DANGEROUS • 

. ii 
Approved: -------,i'-----!-_,,/!-----'-'-"[!1_ 

Special I gent in Charge ii I 
',I 
"' ,. ,, 

--- - - . ii 
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7-1 b' • ~El?Carr 
@f tli10 

-~~\ . ~-'i LABO RAT ORY _L._(1_::::._ 

• 
f[[}!~JUU, fJPJtm:AU 0~ ~u~wlESTBGt!i.'um~l 

I 
Wf~m[~~Ymi7 D. C. ~@!,)~~ 

/ 

To: FBI, Memphis (44-1987) 

Re: MURKIN 

Date: May 1 ll 1968 
FBI File No. 44;..38861 
Lab. No. n~561775 "JK 

CR 

Specimens received 4/29/68 

K211 Various documents comprising thirty-four pieces of 
paper bearing·. purpor~ed known handwriting and hand 
printing of Jl-i.IftES EAHL RAY 1 obtained from his file 
at Missouri State PeJitentiary 

Result of examination: 

It was concluded tha~ the questioned hand printing 
appearing on items attrib~~ed to Eric s. Galt was prepared 
by JAMES EARL RAY, Kl 71 an'.cl K2ll. 

···· ··· ·. Be6ause of th; p!esence of characteristics which 
cannot b0 explained_on thelbasis of the known handwriting of 
JAMES EARL RAY, it cannot t,e definitely determined whether 
the "Harvey Lowmyer" signature on Q7.2 was prepared by this 
individual; however., significant handwriting similarities were 
notedo I 

Specimen K21l has been photographed and is 
temporarily retainedo I 

I 
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L.cibOra+ .... v Transrfli'ttal F6,·m -. 
7-72 

MUR.KIN 
CR 
00: Memphis 

Examination requested by: 

Rt,?ference: 

Exan1ination re(!uested: 

Remarks: 

I' 

• • 
Date: · May l ll 1968 

FBI File No. 44-38861 
Lab. No. D-561775 JI{ 

Kansas Citv I~ . 
Airtel 4/''7/68 

Document 

Encl6sures (2) (2 Lab ;ep+t) . 

e)- Kansas City (44--760) Elnclosu:r.es (2) (2 Lab :r.eport) y.LJ- - · · :J/ 
SEARCHED l - Birmingham ( 44-1740) Enclosure (Lab report) SERIA 

J Atlanta (44-~?~P: EncJlosure c:~b report) 
' ' 

.1 - Los Angel~).3 (44:---J.t;'74) 
1

EncJ.osure (Lab report) 
A D M, 11 N I S T R A T I V E P A G E 

i I 
1,l 
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·,'. 

AIBTEL -

TO: 
i. 

StJBJECT: 

•' ·, 

.,: ,:· 

' .. 

····•····. . . 

. ' 

j 

I 

I 
I 
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,,., ,;··F~BI KAN CI TY • 
WASH DC 

356PM URGE1'lT S/2/68 WPK 

TO BIRMINGHAM (44-1740) ME"IPHIS ('L14-1987) 
'[; 

AND ST• LOUIS ED ...... .. 
SE ...... , ..... .. 

ffiECTOR C 44- 388 61 )' 2P 19u8 

M URKIN 

, :Zj ctfi (1 P/ (µ1~ 
RE BIRMINGHAN TELETYl~E MAY ONE LAST, NO cciPJES cJ 'lU' ' . 

ST• LOUIS, CONCERNING INTERVIEW« OF' JAMES w,. BROt•JN AND 
' :1 ' 

INFORi"lATION HE FURNISHED !EGARDING RAY'S COMMENT THAT 
. ,I 

COOLEY (PHONETIC> OR COOL;-EY'S ORGP.NIZATION WOULD·PAY TEN 

TH.OUS~D DOLLARS TO HAVE ~ING DEAD, FOR INFORMl)TION OF 

ST• LOUIS, BRO'l",N WAS INMATE MISSOURI STATE PENITENTIARY FROM 
' Iii I' 

APRIL NINETEEN SIXTY THRd:UGH JUNE NINETEEN SIXTYF"IVE AND ' . l!I ,, 
' ·ii 

ACf:UAINTED WITH JAMES EARL RAY WHILE IN PRISON. 

BIRMINGH.Pu"l REINTERV-I~L,, BROWN TH.ORO~GHLY REGARDlNG I, • 
' 11 

RAY'S STATEMENT ·to OBTArN ALL INFORMATION PERTAINING TO 
I' 
I f, 

COOLEY• DETERMINE ANYON~ ELSE FAMILIAR WI TH THAT STATEMEN'T ,, 
' ['-' 

AND IF' COOLEY. VJAS IN OR GUT OF' PRISON AT THE TIME• ATTEMPT .TO 
j, 

ESTABLISH ~JHERE RAY 

END-PAGE ONE 

r 
K,NEW:j: COOLEY.• 

• I , 

Ji 

[! 
u ,, 
I• 
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• 
1£?,.GE Tl/JO 

ALL OTHER OFFICES i•iHEN 1 INTERVIEWING RAY'S PRISON 

'' I 

ASS'.)CIATES, ATTEMPT TO DEVELOP INFORMATION TO IDENTIFY 

COOLEY OR INFORMATION i'JHI qi t~OULD SUBSTANTIATE OR ELIMINATE 

THE STATEMENT ATTRIBUTED TO R/'.W. 

END 

PHM 

FBI-KAN CITY 

'I 

I 
I' 

i 
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TO 

FROM 

OPTIONAL FORM NO. "' • MAY 1982 EDITION ~ 
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
SAC (44-760) 

: Edward L. Norris 
Security Patrol Clerk 

DATE: 4/30/68 

. i,,.,,,.,,~-· 
\ /\, 

SUBJECT: MURKIN 

C re/·,, .t\~\f\ ?--- i . ci 
J/,J-' ('• · fy_,,0,-, I l'kO Ho6 

',,//.. /: \x:\. i✓-f'-{Jvf e..,-, f i 
I
. 1' \,! \ 

I 
Clare;r:t9e_Jvqrth SherJ_f, Hays, Ks. telephonically contacted 

off ice ancf',,.,st-it,~'d'"'''a;~~re~fi~nt'" of Hays observed am at the Post Office 
who was looking at postef o~ Ray, resident then stated this person 
resembled James Earl Ray· very much. He then stated this man got 
into a light blue 1966 Che17rolet 4-dr. · sedan with the right rear 
hubcapimr missing. Car had Louisiana license numerals unknown. 

eln 
(2) 

5010-108-01 

Above~ for information only. 

~' -
ri° \\ 

•-... ,. 

' 

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 
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r~..:NrEw. -;;LL~~~-
11313 FRANKLIN AVE., 
INDEPENDENCE, MO. 

5/68 44-760-625 
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/ 

TO 

OPTIONAL. FORM NO. 10 
MAY 198Z EDITION 
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6 • UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
SAC (44, ... 760) DATE: 4/28/68 

FROM Eugene N. Thomeczek., 
Security Patrol 

SUBJECT: MURKIN 

William R. iels, · 1313 Franklin Ave., Independence, 
Mo. CL 2-7660, te ephonically contacted this office and 
furnished thie following information as result of TV publicity 
concerning subject Ray: 

Daniels :ax was fishing on Missouri River North of Buckner 
Mo., today.... An individual who he described as WM, Age ~ early 

40• s, 5' 11", 165-70#, ·with what "looked like a scar above his 
eyes, but might have been dirt". · This individual was shooting 
a pistol, possibly a Luger~ and also had a shotgun and rifle in 
his possession. This individual was wearing brown khaki pants 
and a white tee-shirt and was driving a 1959 Ford, dark color, 
possibly grey • 

. Daniels advised that the individual appeared very nervous 
and was picking up the spent cartridges after he finished 
shooting. 

5010-108-0I 
Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 
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. 

FBI KJ'.IJ\J CI TY 

F BI SAN DI EGO 

1 222 PN 

URGENT 5- 1- 68 CND 

,1 • 

TO DIRECTOR 44-388861, MEMPHIS 44-1987 J:I.ND KANSAS'CITY 44-760 

F FDM SA.N DI EGO 44- 38 7 

ruJRKIN 

RE SUSPECT GERALD B. GERLT~ 

RE KANSAS CITY TEL TO BUREAU APRIL n,10 NINE LAST. 

GERALD BRUCE GERLT, FOUR NINE ONE NORTH FIRST STREET, 

EL CAJON, CALIFORNIA, INTERVIEWED APRIL THIRTY LAST AND 

ADV! SEO AS F'OLLOW•S; 

GERLT, HIS 1JHFE, TWO STEPSONS, AND A DAUGHTER LEFT 

,XAi'\lSAS CITY, Ki'.\NSAS, MARCH THREE ONE LAST ENROUTE CALIFORNIA 

RRIVING.LEUCADlLA, APRIL THREE LAST Ai'\JD STAYED AT WOLVERINE 

MOTEL APRIL THREE THROUGH NINE 

THRJUGH MOTEL RECORDS. 

WHICH WAS VER! FI ED 

I , 

DURING MONTH OF MARCH LAST T,HIS WiJF'E, AND TWO 

STEPSONS MADE ()NE TRIP TO NASHVILLE\ TENNESSEE, IN CONNECTION 
I \ 

\ 
vJITH HIS EMPLOYMENT, ,JFRRY•i::-, NIIRSERY 1 AND LANDSCAPING COMPANY, 

SIX FIVE FOUR ZERO STATE AVFNUE, KANSAS CITY, KJ'.INSAS;_, 

IT IS GERLT'S RECOLLECTION THEY DEPARTED KAl'\JSA$ CITY, 

KAl'\JSAS, MARCH TEN, LAST, STAYING AT. THE GREIBERS MOTEL, 

END PAGE ONE 
A _(Cc': EXE . 

•i,:l#, E 

. ! .< 
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01 A -
• 

PAGE TW9 ' 
' 

NASHVILLE, TENINESSEE, NIGHT OF MARCH TEN. HE LOADED EIGHTEEN 

THOUSAND POUNDS -OF NURSERY STO.CK, MARCH ELEVEN; AND DEPARTED 
I 

FOR KANSAS CITY, KANSAS STAYING OVERNIGHT AT AN UNRECALLED 

/ ' 
MOTEL, WEST MEMPHIS, .ARKANSAS, MARCH ELEVEN, AND LEAVING 

EARLY MORNING OF' MARCH ·TWELVE ARRIVING KANSAS CITY APPROXIMATELY 
I , 

EIGHT P.M., NIGHT OF MARCH TWELVE LAST. 

GERALD JONES, PART OWNER, JERRY'S NURSERY AND LANDSCAPING 

COMPANY~ CAi'\J VERIFY DATES OF TRIP THROUGH RECORDS. 

GERLT RECt\LLS NO OTHER TRIPS TO TENNESSEE SINCE SIXTYFIVE• 

ON MARCH FOURTEEN LAST, HE AND HIS WI F'E SALLY WENT TO 

l:FALLS CITY, NEBRASKA, WHERE FINAL PROCEEDINGS WERE FILED BY 

\tJ,IF'E AGAINST CHARLES WERNER• 

\ 
· GERLT ADVISED RAC! ST VI Et+S OF' St'EPSON 'S CAN BE 

TRACED TO THEIR FATHER, CHARL.ES L,lERNER, ONE NINE ZERO THO 

ABBOTT· STREET,, FALLS CITY, NEBRASKA, t·JHO HAS TAUGHT THEM TO 

HATE PERSONS OF NEGRO RACE• 

PHOTOGRAP,HS OF RAY DISPLAYED GERLT AND· COULD FURNISH 

·NO INFO• 

-
DES CR I PTI ON OF GERLT• NMA, BORN 

·1~ ______ FALLS CI TY, NEBRASKA, SIX FEET, THREE FOUR ONE 

' ,END PAGE TVJO 
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• • 
PAGE THREE 

POUNDS, BROWN HAIR, BROWN EYES~ PARENTS INEZ G. GERLT, NEE 

F.A.RL0\1, MOTHER, RUDY GERLT~ FATHER, BOTH RESIDE FALLS CITY, 

NEBRASKA. 

KA~SAS CITY CONTACT GER.ALO JONES AND VERIFY DATES GERLT ~...,....... _____ _ 
AND/FA'-1ILY IN NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE. 

MEMPHIS, AT N.A.SHVILLE, TENNESSEE, VERIFY GERLT'S STAY 

AT GREIBERS MOTEL, MARCH TEN LAST. 

END 

"PAB 

i FBI KPJ\J CI TY 

.• 
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FEDER~~L lu_REAU_ OF INVE~ .. IGATION 

REPORTING OFFICE 

MEMPHIS I 

OFFICE OF ORIGIN 

· OMPHJrSl 

DATE!' 

I 
INVE;STIGATIVE PERIOD 

4/4=3({))/6>8 
TllLE OF CASE REPORT MADE BY I TYPED BY 

CHANGED / fSA JO>I C. HE~TER wp 
. ;fAMES EARL DY,,,,, iak~ -,-H-A-RA_C_T-ER_O_F_C_A_SE _________ .,__--,----, 
Eric Sta\9(0) G8'ltp 
w. c. W!£rl1:lll1ip 
H~rw®y ~,m.yer, CR= OO~SPIRAICY; 
J~m®~ ~r:yie 9 UFAC = ~OBBERY 
J'illM!CS&iil O e·C,d'l!llll\81" , 

Jl!ll.lllll~~ W@ft~n 2 C";":::::~ \W~;~: 
Jim= FUGITIVE 
IO#, 4182,' 

··WF # 442~A; 
Dr. MARTIN LUTKER KING, JR. - VICTIM 

Title marked ch~nged to reflect the ~~bje©t'~ true 
rt:amie of JAMES EARL RAY ~n.d tio reflect ~dl<dliti@llll~Ji ~li~fSl~~ @f the 

I -
IS\ ubj ec t , 

REFERENCE 

R~port of SA JOE c~-HESTER df.ited 4/17/68 $.i; Memphi$. 

=P= 

ENCLOSURES 

TO CHICAGO AND KANSAS Ciff~ 

APPROVED DO NOT WRITE II" SPACES BELOW 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



ME 44-1987 
ADMINISTRAT:[VE 

• • 
Oni April l~ 9 1968 0 tlhle W2&~h illllgitoml Field Off ice 

initiated a check «:»f files @f tlh1® P~ssp«»:irt Office, Um. ted 
States Depairtme~t of i5\t$l.t® 9 ~@mi©~lt"mling J.AME:S EARL RAY, 
and nothing identifi~bl® with RAY~$~ l@c~tedo A further 
check is underway at th~ ff~g)llll:idlfilgt@llll Nall.t:icl!il~l Record Center 
at Suitland9 Marylallld 9 illl\ r1t!r(l:;ir~d p~sr,gip@rt fil<Br!il. ·· 

li:1D. @rd.er t@ CIOlV®:ir' tlhl® poo~ibility tlh\at subject 
RAY may ha.vi~ recently b<eelt!l i~~u@«D. ~ JP>r&l§lsp@rt ~imd the 
record theri~of h:lll.d not lbe<el!il re©~iv@ld iim Wa5:hilillgt@!lll,. Mr. 
EDWARD STOK:m ll P8il,~~p@rt Off i©e p ~~mrt ~ teletyp® mess~ge 
to :!llll pa:sisJpli.1lrt ~geID!cie!Sl. The P~~fl:llJP!@x>t Off ice in 
Honolulu was:ll check'.!e@ tel®plhl©i!!i!i©rilly \with neg:ative r e~ults. 
On April 19 9 1968 9 Mr. ROBERT Do JOHJW~(O)llif 11 Actiimg Director, 
P:11\~sport Of:fice, tceileph@ni©1lllllJ ~idlwi~@d SA KENNETH HASER 
that iall pai:ilt!port rllgenciie@!il lh\md tel@typed W~~hingt@n that 
their records 8U:•e l!ll~g~tive ©@mtC@l"n:ing RAY e 

M:r. JOJElNSON fu:irth®:rt' &l.d.v:i~~idl tlhl!i.it lhl~ h~d :ist!]Bued 
instruct:ioni; whereby the Duty (QJff i©®X' @f the P$.~~port 
Off :ice was :al,erted ©@imcerrniimg RAY !Bl:1!llidl imi~tr\\llction~ were 
ma~e t@ all p~~~p@rt ~gel!llcie~ t@ ~~f~~ immedi~tily to the 
nearest FBI office arn.y iimfor•ti@llil ©@lill<e~rnilDlg !RAY iand his·. 
intended •triavel. 
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• • 
ME 44-1987 

The pell."i@d (Q)f. tlhliiliil l!.°@JP)@irit pr<e~<ed(!:l:BJ tlhle la~t period date 
of the la~t report 9 a~ tlhli~ ir@p@rt ©@~t$i~ imivestigation which 
for reas@nf.:ll <Olf bl!."~w:li'ity wiel!."® m1@t i11ll©l\\l\dle<dl :ii.mi the l~st 
report. · 

JL<E,~d~ f@r @ther @ffi©®~ c@~ti@\\l\® t@ be ~et out 
by more e:xpCE~diti@1UlS! llllll®~llllfSl tlhl~!Iil by l!."®JP.)@Jrt 9 ~!Dldl it W@\lll.ld 
serve l!ll(O) p1U11~.plO>SJ<e,i t@ li~t ~lill©,lhl Jl,@~cdl~ il!il tlhlifSl rep@r1J; •. , 

Et rsh~~ld be fill@t®dl
0

• tlhlrmt illll tlhle imtervi~w~· 
with perSJOlllli!ii Wh0,1$1®.l!:'® ~t Ji1lllll 0

~ «7ririll 9 41:18 S@lillth Maillll 
:Street 9 Olm the traigllllt @f 4/4/®l8 ffilit imb@l!Jlt th® timce oif the 
m1U1.rder 9 they rep@rt ~re®i!nlg !'JlJ, wlhl~ JM!u~t~img pia.irkied 1@1lmoist 
iim frolfilt' @f J'im •~ G:trill. Tim@ @Wllll<elt" @f ·tllilits; -Must~ng has 
n@t b<ei®!Iil loic~atied ,ii!midl ihl®.f§l l!ll@'@;; V©l\illllllti!llrily <e:@imie .f@rth. 
It i~ l!iiot · b~~li®w®tdl tllil:mt thlij Mlill~t&imlg i~ piertiimeiridt 1

·' t«> thi $ 
'r ·•'' . ' a,·. . ·'· ' · .. 

im,ersitig:ati«»n S"j,@d ~hl@lillltdl rm@t · lb® ©@!I!lftul~@<dl w:itt,h tiiii Mustang 
that t was p~ll:>k®d j llll~t [lll«:J>utllll @f Cra1.ID1ip® Alllllllill~®l!lll®ll'1t C@mpmi.lllly P 

424 [S(Q)\Ulth M~lillll StI°®®t v illll wlhli©lhl ~i!l),lf it i:!!ll b@li@ved the 
:subj@(Ct f l~d. froM tlble $©®llll®. °Irlhl® ~:trillllll® fS©®IDl® «iiligram 
on p~ge 4 @jf r@fe.lr'®!lll©@d M<eimphi~ ir@p@rt iIDldliclit@s tl'ile 
posiitiOID.Sg «lllt" Whlliilt i~ b.eli@W®@ t@ ~ tlbl® ~pproxim8lte 
p@siti<DltllS 9 «:»f tlhl® tw@ vhit® Mllll~t®.@g~ ~~ mm®ll1lti@1meidl above. 

I NJF'OlRMANTS 

All @ff ic<e~ lhl®.w® lb@@IDl ll"@Cfll\\ll®~t@dl. t@ mmiii\illltlffl.in 
(C)Ol!l!.tiilcct :in 1tlhli:!:ll llilll&11tt®ll:" w:!L tlhl cri1lllllil.!il~l 9 ~®~ll.lllr'•i ty 9 11u11d 
raci!ll.l i!ll\f@rmaairnt~. 

,. 

The M:el!illlplhli~ «)ffi©® lhlffil!§ll m~iimt@.il!il®<dl ©@rott~ct with 
inf@rm~l!l!.t~ 9 irn@l!l!.e @f wh@m lhl~w® b®®~ ~bl® t@ fu~l!l!.i~h any 
p@11s1itiv® il!l!.jform~t:ll@ll'll r®ig~urtdli@~.th® ~llll'foj~ct @rt" lhli~ 
wlhlell:"®~b@ut~ .• 

LEAD 

MEMPHXS 

.A~r MEMPlH! XS , 'l:El!ffiL 

Will ~@imtilli11lll® @ff@irt~ t@ l@~fBl.t® tlb!i:e ~ubj®ct. 

~~ 
COWEJR PJ\@E 
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uNrrEo slTES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE. 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

,:Copy to: 
';", 

Report of, SA JOE Co HESTER Office: Memplhli$! 
Dote: Apr i 1 30 11 1968 

Field Office File No.: ME 44~J\.987 Bureau File No.: 44~38861 

Title: JAMES EARL RAY; 
Dr. MARTXN LUTHER K!N@ 9 J~. VJICTJIJMI 

Character: CIVIL RIGH'll"S - OON'SP!ltACT; 
UNLAWFUL FLI@Hr TO AVOID OO~Fl~EMENT = ROBBERY 

Synopsis: Photogriip'h~ e1,f ~l!Jlbject RAY eixlh\ibit®d t«» i>ier~ol!ls at rooming 
house 9 422½ South M~i~ St.!t"e®t 9 Memphi~ 9 to persons at 
Rebel Motcel 9 JMemphi~.:~ !'.lltil.d t@ clrer.k: iat Oliver Rexall Drug 
Store 9 Whiteb.~veD. 11 T~llll.!lil!ElfSl~®® 11 1.'f'ith@lillt effecting a positive 
identificiatio,n. Sallfil~mm~llll ®.t Y · Arm&Sl 9 Memphi~ ii who 
sold binocul~~~ illldicat®d he ld n@t positively identify 
1968 pbotogr~ph of JAMES E RAY~~ bin@cul~r purchaser 
Tout believe!Sl th~t ph@t@glr' lhl .t~ idlelliltiic~l with purchaser. 
Additional in.tervi®W~ w @©cup~llllt~ @f '.L@rraine Motel 
set OUtg includi@g illllt i®W~ with liltllr~. GEORGIA 
and Mr$. L , wh@ de~clt"ibe ac 
prior""t"-- @:E'. @im~ wh@ wce;,uo~ flt Jim's ~rill, 41 
South Maillil Street, mphi~ 9 @l!'il 4/4/68 intarvi®wed. I 
mat ion regrard.ing ®I"i®ir».cy r@@m t:l!:'e~ta~nt of victim K .' G 
set forth. Inf@· ~iti@in lf®g®ri!Ul!llig Al~,bia!i drlyer 'is lif'~ense 
and @.Ut(l';l)m@bile lrE'!lgi~tX'a;iti@lll i@ tlhl@ ,imbe @f ERIC STARVO 
GALT isiet f ~lr'th. F@rm@ir !illil~ll.llrm.gceir, !!iltiniental Dallll.ce studio, 
New Orlie~l!'ll.~ I) Loui~iWlll'ilOO. !) l@c~t®~# imd \UlllM».blre t@ recall that 
$!Ubject attell'.l.d®d thi~ i§il~Jln(()@l ]i• Nceiw Orle®.nrsi. Laboratory 
findi~g~ ~®t f@~tb ~®g®r~i wi@®~~® l@~~ted ~t Memphiso' 
Liat®nt fil!ilgen-primtt~ f©l!llllll<dl. ~lfil t.im(6 Rte!lilltltngt©>Im M@«1\<el 760 rif lt3, 
on th\l:'J tele~c:i@pi© ~:iglblt, ,him t!bl®J billll@©l!ll~r~ I) ©>llll th® l!llewspaper, 
@n the ~ft®~-~lh\~v® l@ti b@ttl®, ~lllld @mt the Schlit~ beer 
C~llll h~V® $ll b®el!'il id® fied ~ith th® fillllgerprints @f the 
~ubject. ,J!l\t~ ER(Ql f@:il"mcer jimilllilll&lt~ [lilt Mil§lS@U.it"i St~te 
Penitemtti~'.i!:'J, ew®d. Adlditi@~~l per~ons wh@ resided 
Econom.11'. Room:i.llllg ie 9 ~16\08. Eighl®.lllld A venl!lle P Birmirmgham p 

located and illllte iew®d, with l!'il®g~tive ~®~~lts. Memphis 
City Engine®:r· mme~l§llll'.i!:'®idl dif//Jlt~llil~® fJr>@m wlh\®:ir<e ~h@t fired to 
w~er® victim struck ~f//Jl 2@1 f@®t. XN VIEW OF THE CRIME.FOR 
WHICH SUBJEC'I' BEXN@ ~o~~m, HE ~HO'fOJILb BE C~NSIDERED ARMED 
A:tffi :oANGERotrliS ., · , · 

~ =~= 
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the prope,;ty of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it ~d · 

· · its contents are not to be distributed 'Outside your agency, 
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• • FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date -~A~p_r_i_· 1~2_5_;_, ~l_9_6_8~_ 

Phot~graphs of JAMES EARL RAY taken in 1955, 1960, 
and 1966; and of the bedspread recovered at Memphis on 
April 4, 1968 9 were shown to Mr. CHARLIE QUITMAN STEPHENS, 
Apartment 6B 9 422½ South Main Street 9 Memphis, Tennessee. 
STEPHENS said the 1955 and 1960 photographs of RAY were not 
familiar to him, but he advised the 1966 profile photograph 
of RAY appearing in Wanted Flyer 442-A~ April 19, 1968, and 
Identification Order 4182 dated April 20j 1968, looked like 
the man he saw i~ Apartments, op April 4, 1968, talking to 
Mrs. BESSIE B:REWER." STEPHENS said he only saw the man@s 
profile in thie boarding house and as a result could only say 
the profile photograph of RAY in 1966 looked very much like 
the above 1nentioned man in Room 5B • 

. STEJ)HENS said he h,a4 :µever seen the bedspread o:r 
any similar bedspread either at the rooming house or anywhere 
else. 

5 

On 4/24/68 ___ at _ Memphis_, Tennessee . Fiie # __ Memphis_ 44--19,87 ______ ~ 

SA STEPHEN M$ DARLINGTON:jap 4/25/68 
by --~~'--'-~-~"-'=---~-~~~-~-----'Date dictated - --- --- ·-------------

This document contains neither recoinme.rtdations nor conclus1.ons of the FBL it 1.s the property of the FBi and is ipaheii to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency; 
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 

Photographs of JAMES EARL RAY taken in 1955, 1960, 
and 1966 9 and of the bedspread recovered at Memphis, 
Tennessee, April 4, 1968, were !Slhcwn to Mr .• ~ILLIAM CHARLES 
ANSCHUTZ, Apartment 4B, 422½ South Main Street, Memphis, 
Tennessee. He advised none of the men in the photographs 
were familiar to him and that he would not be able to 
identify the n1an he saw running down the hall on April 4, 
1968, in the late afternoon after hearing the noise which he 
thought was a shot, as the man was covering his face with 
his arm as he ran down the hall. 

6 

On _4_/_2_4_/_6_8 __ ·at __ M_e_m_p_h_i_S_9_T_e_n_in_e_s_:s_e_e ___ File # Memphis 44-1987 

SA STEPHEN Me DARLINGTPN:jap 4/29/68 
by ------------~----------Date dictated _____ ...,..._,. ___ _ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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i • FD-302 (Rev, 4-15-64) 

1 

FEDERAL B-UREAU OF INVES-\GATION 
\ 
) 

·•· 
• .. 
_\·~, Date 

r: 

April 25, 19eS 

Photographs of JAMES EARL RAY tak~n 1955, 1960, 
and 1966, and of the bedspread recovered at\1Memphis, April 4, 
1968, were shown to Mrs. BESSIE RUTHBREWER,\Room No. 2, 
422½ South Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee. 'She said sll,e 
had looked at the bedspread on April 4, 1968·, ·.when it was 
displayed to her after being recovered by the Memphis Polic~. 
She said the bedspread did not come from her rooming house 
and in fact she had never seen one like it before in her 
life. Mrs. BREWER said none of the men in the photographs 
shown her were familiar to her. She further advised that 
she did not believe she would recognize the man using the 
name JOHN WILLARD if he were to t'walk up and say hello to 
me right now." She said she did not look at the man 
called WILLARD "squa1•ely in the face 0 and as a resu.l t, does 
not think she will be able to identify him. 

7 

On April 24, \?68 Memphis, Tenne~see File # _M_e_m--=-p_h_i_s_4_4_-_1=9r-8_7-.,,... __ 

by __ S_A_S_T_E_P_H_EN __ M_._· _D_A_R_L_I_N_G_TO_ .. N_!_J_
0 a_p ______ Date dictated __ 4_/~2_5~/~6_8...------,--,-

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI l:Pld is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date __ A-=p=--r_i_1_2_5---...,'--· 1_9--,-6_8 __ 

Photographs of JAMES EARL RAY taken in 1955, 1960, 
and 1966, and of the bedspread recovered at Memphis, Tennessee, 
April 4, 1968, were shown to Mr. BERTIE Le REEVES, Apartment 3, 
422½ South Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee.· He advised none 
of the men in the photographs were familiar to him and that 
he had never seen the bedspread or any bedspread similar to it. 
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On __ 4_/_2_4_/_6_8 __ at ___ M_e_m-=p'-h_is---=---s _T_e_n_n_e_s_s_e_e ___ File # __ M_e_m--=p'-h_1_· s __ 4_4_-_1_9_8_7_~~ 

by __ S_A_S_T_E_P_H_EN __ M_o_D_!A_R_L_I_N_G_TO_N_~ J.;_. a_p_. -----Date dictated -· _4_/_2_5_/_6_e~...-.,--,-,-~ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FEH 'an,:!. is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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F'D-302 (Rev, 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 D ·~ April 25, 1968 
a~ --=-r--------':.....----~ 

Mr. FRANK BREWER 1 Room No. 2, 422t South Main 
Street, Memphis, Tennessee_, advised he never saw the man 
registered as JOHN WILLARD at the boarding house. 

Photographs of JAMES EARL RAY taken in 1955, 1960, 
and 1966, and of the bedspread recovered at Memphis on 
April 4, 1968:, were shown to Mr. BREWER,and he advised none 
of the men in the photographs were familiar to him. He 
also stated h•~ had never seen the bedspread or any bedspread 
similar to it. 
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4/24/68 Memphis, Tennessee Memphis 44-19~.r On _______ ,at _______________ File # ________ -,,-:...,_ __ 

SA STEPHEN M. DARX:,t,NGTON:jap 4/25/68 
by -----------------------Dat~ dictated----'·'----"'•·....,• ..... -_,_,..:__..,._~ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is .loaned ta-_ 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. - : ' , .. , -
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date __ A_,p._r_i_l'_-_2_5_,_,_·1_9_6_8~_ 

Mri:1. CHARLIE STEPHENS, Apartment 6B, 422t South 
Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee, advised she never saw the 
man register4~d into Room' 5B o,i April 4, l.968_, as :,she was. 
sick in bed that entire week. 

Ph4:>tographs. of JAMES EARL RAY taken in 1955, 1960, 
and 1966, and of the bedspread recovered at,Memphis on 
April 4, 1968, were shown to Mrs. ·sTEPHENS, and she advise~ 
none of- the Jnen in the photographs were f~miliar to her. _She 
also sta t~d she hi;ui never seen the bedspread or , any 
bed$pread ! s b1ilar to it before-~ , 

10 

.On __ 4_/_2_4_/_6_8 __ at __ M_e_m-=pc_h_-1._· s___,_, _T_e_n_n_e_s_s_e_e ____ File # __ M_e_m...,p~h_1_· s,;_._4-'--4_ .. _l_,_~_a'--'7 __ _ 

SA STEPHEN M. DARLINGTON:jap 4/25/88 
by -----------------------Date dictated-----~-,-,.....,.,~-

This document contains neither reco~mendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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