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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
,1: 

1 Date _4_/_JL_2_/_6_8 ____ _ 

Mr. :l]D)\ll{N OODElNJlBIEIOR 9 :U,80 Cl~lrk Jp>],~~(Bl,, 
Memphis,, Tell'll.n®~s~e, t®l®ph@l!ll.® lllllllll!Dllber 275-9844, wh@ 
&!lilt~tted that Ill® @ptell"tiit(Bl~ Sh®lby Mllml®ll!!ll®l!ll.t C@lllll\JP)~l!ll.Y 9 

975 J'~lJIU(BJS 9 JM(B)mmphi~, Tcell!ll.!l].<SJ~~ee' 'II~~ :ii.l!ll.it®ll"Wi®W®~ i.t 
C$l!ll.ip~ Amllll~®m®l!ll.t C@m]P)~l!ll.J, 424 ~@llllitl'm M~il!ll..~tll"®~t by 
L1eutel!ll.~ll'll.t "J'. D. IHIAMBY p :H@!Mli©1<dl® JBll.lllt'®~llll9 Mel!Dll)f»lh\i:s 

. Policce J)eplalrtlmleimt, aimd SA FlRAltUCLIJNf L 0 JOJHINSJ(»N o He 
fl!Jlrl!ll.iS~ ~ tl'me f@ll@~il!ll.g iimf@:it"llfillllti@l!ll.: 

Oim April 4, 1968 9 he $p®l!ll.t $ g@@d p~rt cf 
the d~y witlhl ~o Go W. CANJ[!P1:il, 2£_ c~mp,etitCOJlt" iall'lld_ personal 
friel!ll.di and he (Mlt". lEOOJDMHEIDR) 'W$~ l!ll.@t ~t tlh\s Ca~ipe 
Amamsmeimt Co~p~ll'll.Y mt ~ll'll.J tim® @l!ll. t~e ~fterl!ll.@@ll'll. @r sveni~g 

· · ~f April 4, 1968 •. 

He h'iilt~ted tlhl$t ~~ iil!ll. l!Ai@l il!ll. ll'lleJlpillllg Mr. CANIPE 
t@ e~~im~te Wh$t tim® Mr. CANXPE ~®t~rl!l!.<e~ t@ C~riipe 
Annu.v.sememrt: C@mp~llly @l!l!. the ~ft@rl!l!.@@!ID @f ·· Aplt"iJi 4, 1968 9 
he Jr>e)Called tti~t it.w~~ 5:20 p.lli!I.. wlhl@lll\ Mro CANIPE 
teleph@ned ~o OODENHEIMERP ~l!ild Im~ W@lUlld e$tim~te that 

· Mr. CANIPE ©@uld h~v<e «»l!l!.Jl.y b(l;Jellll 11t CANIPE'~ pl$l.c@c,t»f 
bu!!illile(Sls ~ few miimlUltefSl ~t thi~ tim@o Mi!" .. OODENHEXMER 
stat~d he c@uld fmlr"llili~h n@ imif'@lrm~ti@n whi©~ W@\Ulld be 

·. @f 8lS$i:St811n~e · iim the i@w@stig~ti@llil @f the wilrn@@tilt!.g of 
Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KIHGo 
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NOo 2 ENGINE HOUSE 9 
MEMPH!J FIRE DEPARTMENT, 
474 SOUTH MAIN STlREEr, 
MEMPHIS L TENNESSEE_ . 

(This :s:ecti@n pert~in~ tt!;» interviews. 
with-firemen statio~ed at this h@ume :and with 
police officers ~~d sheriff ff~ deputies who were 
on duty at or near this fire h~@$e ~s a result of 
Dro -MARTIN LUTHER KING 9 J'R. j beiHAg at the Lerriain.e 
Motel located in the immeditate vicinity of this 
engine he>use.,) 
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On 
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Date __ 4~/~1_6~/~6~8 ____ _ 
1 

Lt. JUDSON EUGENE GHORMLEY~ Deputy Sheriff, 
Shelby County She~iff 0s Officev a white male~ age 40 9 

residing at 4124 Ro!!'ll.n.ie Aveiru.ne ~ t!Elleiphol111.e ~86-6034 ~ furnished 
th~ following information; 

On April 4; 1968t he was a~signed to Tactical 
Unit l0v which <eonS1isted of tlrurreie vehicles and twelve.officers, 
both Deputy Sheriffs and Memphi~ Police Officers. The · 
Deputy Sheriffspin addition to GHORMLEY a~signed to Tactical 
Unit 10 were W. J. BERRY~ R. N. BAKER, W. A. DU FOUR, V~ V. 
DOLLAHITE 9 and R. W. MALEY. Memphis Police Officers assigned 
to Tactical Unit 10 were Officeer1:1» DOUGLASS 9 GROSS, DUNN, 
LANDERS 9 WRIGHT and MORRIS. . 

At about 6:00 PM on April 4 9 1968~ Tactical Unit 10 
had stopped at the Memphis Fi~e Defartment Engine House 
located at Main and Butler 9 about~ block ~outhwest of the 
Lo:irrainl6 Motel~ :and the unit wa~ in that location when a 
NegTo male dete«::tive :ran into the fire station a·nd stated 
that Doctor KING had been ~hot. Upon hearing this~ the 
members of Tactical Unit 10 1 inclu~ing GHORMLEY ran east 
on Butler to Mulber}tY antdl north on Mulberry toward the 
Lo:irK":ainie Motel~ Whil~ €l1l1l route 9 GHORMLEY observed a number 
of Negro males and female~ standirng on the balcony of the 
motel pointing toward~ a buildinig wieist Of the motel~ the 
fro:nt of which was Loe ated on S. Ma.illll St:!!."'e®t. 

GHORMLEY saw Officis:r DU FOUR l"Ullllning up the stairs 
of the Lorll:"ain.e Motel toward the balcony whe'.ll'."e Doc to!° KING ws 
body was lyiirJJ.g. Dl!J FOUR. was followed! clo~ely by Officer 
BAKER. DU FOUR and BAKERi in that o'.ll'."der 9 would have been the 
first officers to reach KINGa 

GHORMLEY also $aw Office~ LANDERS scale a wall on 
the west ,Slide of Mulberry SitTeet amid emitent a back ya.rd~ 
which he late~ d~termined to have beel!ll behind the buildings 
known as 418w 422½ al!ll~ 424 S. Maillll Str~et0 
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S~eing the p~opl~ Olm th~ balcony poi)l')lti)l')lg toward 
tlhve buil@ilIBg OlIB lM!ai)l')l St:i!:'~elt 9 . Of fi~<el:i!:' GHORMLEY 51topped and 
~@t:ir'a~~d hi~ ~t~p~ a:iroun~ th@ fi~~ ~tation alIB~ ra)l')l no~th 
O)Th IMiaiin St:Jr'~~te As hce applt"oa~lhlElcdl tibJ(e) bl!JlilcdlirrAg at 424 S. 
Maiim, he imotice<dl a S\lllit<ea~® 9 blu~ i)]Jl color~ a rifle boxP which 
wa~ putly op~n ancdl what app®a~~cdl to b~ a bla)l')lket lyi)l')lg in 
th~ doorway at 424 S. Main. He co\llll~ ~~e the burel of a 
~ifle ilIB th~ :irifl~ box. At thi~ ti~~~ a white male whose name 
he later det~lt"Mi)l')le~ wa~ M~. CANIPE, CallllP.~ to the door of 424 
S. Main and a~vi~~~ him that a whit~ mal~v who CANIPE des-· 
cribied aaiil tall~ a littl~ O!!ll th~ h~awy ~idie, wearing a dark colored 
po~sibly black ~uit 1 a ~hi~t a!!lld ti® 9 having da~k ~olored 
hair poo~ibly bla~k 9 moment~ b®fo~~ had d~posited these 
a~ticl@~ i!!ll th® doo~way alIB~ had th®!!ll ~U!!ll south oim Main Street& 

U~illllg hi~ walki~-talki~ ~adio 9 GHOJW!LEY advised 
hi~ rlispatcher of th~ i!!llfo~~~tio~ pl"ovid®d by M:!r. CANIPE. 
He also gu~~d~d the al"ti~l~~ lyi!!llg i!!ll the doorway so no 
o~e would di~tWfb th~m •. Up©!!ll talkillllg furthel" to Mr. CANIPEi 
he l~ar!!lled f~om CANIPE that ~h~~tly after the white male who 
left the above de~c~ibe~ article~ i!!ll CANIPEw~ doorway 9 had 
run ~outlhl 01m Main St:ir€lieit, that CANIPE had! ll'lloticed a white 
Mu~ta!!'ilg automobil® d~iv~ pa~t that lo~atio1rn at a high rate 
of speed lhleade~ no~tlhl on Mai1rn. At thi~ time~ Offi~e~ GHORMLEY 
agaiim u.u;ed his t<"adio to adlvi!Sl~;• lhli~ ©li!5.>p:att~hel!:" of this. 
irmf O!"mati O!!'il. 

The !rn®:xt off ic~Jr to a:!1:'rivei at GHORlMILEYesi location 
was Officer DOUGLASS~ who ~rov~ th~ ~tatio!!ll ~agon assigned to 
Ta~ti~al Uimit 10 f~o~ it~ locatioim at th~ fire station to 
a locatio!!ll directly i1rn f~o!!llt of 424 S. Maill'll wher~ Officer 
DOUGLASS double pa~ked the ~tation wagoim a~~ aid~d in guarding 
th~ evidel!'llce left by the abov~ d®~~~ib@d ~hit~ mal~. 

The @ext offi~~~ at thi~ location wa~ Deputy 
Sh®~iff Vo Ve DOLLAHITE, w~~ app~oa~h~d th~ location from 
th~ @o~th oll'll Mai~ Str@®t ~ft@~ lhlavi!!llg appare~tly circled the 
blo~ko About thi~ tim~ 9 Offi~®r~ f~om the Memphi~ Homicide 
Squa«l! arrivei<dl at th@ 5><e@!!ll@ a!!ll<dl took ©hall"g®. GHORMLEY 
~~timat~d the total tim~ l~p~~d fro~ th~ tim® he heard that 
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KING ha~ b®®J!ll. ~hot UJ!ll.til ~® di~~ov~~®~ the ~uitca~~ 9 gun and 
blaJ!ll.ketDwa~ J!ll.O mo~~ th~l!ll. 2 or 3 mil!ll.ut~~. GHORMLEY does not 
irei(C:all ~~®iJ!ll.g a 'l'l!7lhd.teJ M!u[1lltang parlk:ei\dl a.l«:»IDlg t!hle area of S. 
~aiJ!ll.~ 'l'l!7hi~h he ~ow~~~d ~u~ill1lg th~ tm® imm~diately following 
the ~ltMJJotil!ll.g ~ J!ll.(!:ii thie~ doe~ h~ r@©all ~(e)eill1lg al!lyol!ll.@ running 
~outh Oll1l MaiJ!ll. St~eet iJ!ll. thi~ ~am~ a~~a. 

Du~il!ll.g th~ il!ll.~i~el!ll.t d@~~~ib@~ abov~, GHORMLEY wa~ 
d~~~~ed irn a khaki colo~e~ loll1lg ~l@®ve ~hi~t bearing the 
ill1l~igll1lia of th~ Sn~lby Coult1lty Sh~l"iffij~ Depa~tmelllt 9 and dark 
g1t"~en uniform t~ous~r~. He 'l'l!7:a~ mt©t w~aring a hat or helmet. 
GHORMLEY r~calls that Offic®r LANDERS, whom hei ~aw ~caling 
th~ 'l'l!7all aero~~ from th® Lorr~iim~ Mot®l 9 wa~ dre~~ed in 
th~ U$ual Memphi~ Polic~ Departm~imt uniform ©onsi~ting of a 
blue ~hirt and trouser~. Offic~r LAJNIDERS wa~ not wearing a 
hat or helmet. GHOW.fLEY re©all~ that tlhl~re were 2 Negro males 
in Calllipei ~si -Amu~~mellilt Ctente:n:o at t!hlie time lhlet was talkirrng to 
CANJI:PE. He tlhlillllk~ th®se persiollil iriuiy al~o lh\ave ~e~n the above 
d~5cribed white male d®po~it th~ gul!i\ 9 ~uitca~e 9 and blanket 
il!l.\ CANIPE ws.; doolt"way an«:l! may a.lSJo hawe ~e~llil the wlb.i te Mustang 
$p~edi~g llilO:ir'th Olli\ s. Maim St~~~t in flt"oll1lt of CANIPEYs storee 
H~ doe~ lllot kllllow the lt1lame~ of tlhl~~® Neglr'o~~. 
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On 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date __ 4_;/:..._1_3--=· /_6_8 ____ _ 

Pcatr@lmrai.im VEDON VEUA~lDl OOLUHJrT:1 11 Pi9l.tr@l 
Divisi@n 9 Sh~lby C@uimty Slbl®riff'~ @ffi©®p resideim~e 
3330 DllWllll. Dll."iwe/} AJP)~l"t!llill~llllt 129 lbl@mm® t@JLeplm@llll® 
358=8061 ,. M@mm]P>lhlifSl 9 T~lill.lffi®~~®@ 9 w~~ iimt<elt"Wi®-W®®l by 
Lieutiem\tt.Dt Wo :sl'o SICIIDLTZ 9 R@mmi~i©l® Blllllf®ml.lll1 9 Meimmplmis 
P@li©e Dep~rtmeimt, alllld SA FRBllIN Lo J~Jtmi'SON 9 at which 
tillliilEl lme l"!El=Sltl\~<O;ted lhlis mm.@V®!lll.a®lllltrs @llll tlhl<e ~ft<e.11:'ltl\@©llll IQ)f 
April 4 9 1968 9 ~ft@~ lbl® le~rn~d th~t Dre MARTIN LUTHER 
KING had beellil sh@t tei.t the wrr~illll® M@t(sl)l. ilI<e furnished 
the f@ll@wing inf@rm~ti@llll: 

Om\ Thursday, April 4, 1968, h~ 'W~~ ~s~iglllled 
to Tactical Unit Noo 10 9 ©@lill.~i~tiimg @f 12 men 9 h~lf of 
wh@m W®re Deputy Sheriff~ a~d h~lf @f wh@m w@re p~lice 
@fficers, whi©h un.it w~:sJ l@~ated ~t th® fire ~tati@n at 
Main and Butler ar@@Jmd 6:00 p.mo, wh~l!il he learned that 
Dr. KING had.been. rs.h.@t. 

A~@Ul!lld 6:00 Pomo, he $l!ild @th®~ @ffi©e.-s were 
illilside the fire ~t~ti@n when hi~ lhle$:it"d i!ll@llll!\®@Kll<e yell that 
Dr. KING had be~l!il ~h@t. H@ immedi~t~ly r~l!il @~t @f the 
d~@r @~ the n@rth ~id~ @f th~ fir® ~t~ti@l!i.1. 9 than ran 
ea~t t@ward the L@rr~il!il® Motel 9 j1lllllBilpin.g @v®r ~ fence, 
~~d thellll dr@pping d@wn ~b@mt ~ lO=f@@t c@l!il~~ete retaining 
wall which runs ~JL@lmg t!m® we~t ~ide @f M\\l!.Jl.lberry Street • 

. He then r~im it© t.b® driw@w®.y @mi. MuJl.b@!"~Y ~tr®®t 9 which 

.l~~ds il!ll.t~ the L©rr~il!ll.@ M@t®l 9 t@ -~ p@iimt beime~th the· 
ba lc@llll.y where Dr o KING w ~ Tb@rdy 'Wffil.~ ly iimg a lBI®' is ta ted that 
he b®~Jrd ffil.llll. unkl!ll@Wllll. N°IE!gr@ m~l® ®. t tlble ~©® ime s~y, uuThe 
dirty m=-=-== f===-= :p@li©® ~h@t .him., u~ 

A~ !bl® r~~- iimt@ th® dJ!:'iv@w~y, b® dr@pped his 
f ireHtrm and had t@ ~t@p llll!\@m®llll.t~rily itimd pi@k up the . 
f i:tr>®ta!"llll! 9 che~kimi.g it briefly 9 aimd tl!P.e!!l1 ~@lllltil!l\\lll:l\.l!ll.g.. After 
g@ing tw th® ~©~mi.~ l!ll.®~r 'W~®re tlhl® b@dy wa~ lyiimg allll.d 
d@teir•inimi.g thrat @i;h®lf @ff i@®.W~ . W®.W® c@imw®.lt"g:ii.l!llg @in the 
are~ 9 h® inmnedi~t~ly r~im @ut @f th~ dlrivew~yg r~nning 
north @im Mulberrw Streett@ Huling ~l!ild we~t @im Huling 
Streiat to M~i@ Stre@t 9 th~mi. ~@l!J!th @n JMr1ii.il!ll. St:lr'<eet o As he 
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r~n out ~f the drivew~r ~t the L®rr~i~e ~@t~l~ h~ was 
joined by ~n officer n~~ed IlM!ALEY 9 who r~~ along with him 
t@ a driv~w~y @n the ~@ut~ ~ide @f Huli~g Street between 
Mulberry and South JM!ailri\ Street. Officer lMALn' st@pped 
~t that p@int to ~b~e~ve 9 ~imd OOLUHITE kept running 
t(!)ward Main. · 

Up~irn reacrni~g ~in Str~et aimd turni~g s~uth 
on Maiirn Street 9 he saw n@ pedei&S:tri1iim tr~ffic whatever. 
He contim1ed running s©uth on JM!f&iim·~treet ~!li!.til he came 
to Jim 3s Grill 9 a rest~u~ant ~t 418 S@uth *in Street. 
The doer was 1artanding @peno He ~tepped illlliside 1 looked 
around briefly 9 s®eing c~stom~r~ ~itting aro~nd eating 
and drinki~g 0 a~d he a~~@U~©~d t~ all pre~ent th~t no one 
should leave that rest~urant ~~tilth@ p@li~e had arrived 
and approved their leavilllliC.ths premi~es. He then 
pulled the do@r t@ ths re~t~tUll'~~t sh~t ~~d ~@ntinued 
ru~ning s@uth @n Main ~trset. 

As he ~~me ~ut of Jim;s Grill a~d started 
running south ag~in 0 he cb~~rved ~~m~ ite~s lying in the 
doorway t@ C~nipe Amurslemmel!llt C@mp&iny mrt 424 So,uth Main. 
At the time 9 he had n@ ide~ ~st~ the sig~ificance of 
these item lying in that ~~orw~y. H~ did ~ct step but 
kept l"Ull'U'P.il!llg Sl<OUth on M!ai!!ll Pia!.~t Cs:.am.i:ipe 9 St g@iltll.g & distance 
0f some 20 t@ 30 feet bef@r~ ~t@~ping. His pu~poee in 
running past Canipeis wa~ i~ @rdsr t@ l~@k ea~t around 
ths corner ~f the buildi~g in which C~~ipe'~ is located 
to see if he could @b~erve ~ny@~e ru~ni~g ~~ a~y other 
suspicious activity 9 OOLLAHITE stating that at this time 
he 0 of course, did not k~@w the poi~t fr@~ which the gun 
bad been fired resulti~g i~ the killi~g of Dr. KING. 

Upon runniR'ilg 20 «)I' 30 fe(e)t somth of Canipe 'is, 
he ~bserved that the~e ~~~ n@ ar~~ ~t t~at l@cation where 
a~y@~e could ru~ or c@~~e~l hi~self 9 ther~ beiirng some 
large outdo@r ~igKils ~JlMi ~ fiencei l@c~ted ju~t ~lQluth of 
c~nipie 's. In additi@lrli, he @b~erved @ther @f'fi~ers running 
north@~ Main oll'l! th® e$st ~id~ of th~ ~idewalk 9 coming 
from the directi@~ @f th~ fi~e ~t~ti~llil, ~@ that these 
@fficers w@uld h~va b®~~ in~ p@~iti@n t@ ~e® ~ny@ne 
running ~r ~ny other ~@~pici@~~ ~©tiwity ill'll the general 
~re~ in which OOLJ!AHXTE w~~ p~@©®~d!ng. Ee tb®n turned 
~)r(l)UIDJ.d aID\d w~lked 11:)l@ll'.'tlh @llil tbifJl 1.EHi&llllt ~i@l~ oif Mlffl.ill'll tCP the 

84 



M:E 44-198'1 
3 

vicinity @f th~ d@@~w~y t@ C~~i~® ~m~~~~@~t C@mpa~y. 
Ab~ut thi~ time @the~ @ffi©e~~ ~~~iw~d @llil. t~e s©eime 
su~d t(»@Jlt up ~ p@~iti@llil ia!.ll:'@!IJ11!1\d th® iit®u lyi!!l\g iim front 
@f the d@@rW$f t@ C~llili~@ Amu~~m®imt C@mp~imy. P~t~olman 
DOLLAHITE tha~ w~lk~d W®~t ~©r@~~ ~~il!1\ Street in front 
~f Canip~ gu~ement C@mp~imy ~imd ~t~ti@~®d hi~~elf 
~e~r ~ blue Camar@ p~rk®d @~ th~ w~~t ~ide @f M~in 
opposite Canipe Amu~em@~t C@mp~imy. 

Patrolma~ OOl'LJ.L:AH!TE advi~ed th~t he 1~ positive 
that after he arrived @n Mai~ St~®~tp ~~d until the officers 
had given their approv~l, n@ pers~~ l~ft the ~rea on foot. 
He is equ~lly po:sJitive th&1t irn@ vs!raiclie ~ped away from the 
iirea l.lr(»llll'll.d Cftllllipe imw~e~e!lllt C@m.p&l.l!l.ly ®fter he arrived on 
M:ain Street. He St!lted tlhlrm.t tlrae @mlly t:htlllel he W!lbSI not in 
a position t~ ob~erve the ~ctivity i~ th~ 400 block of 
S@uth M~iirn after h~ fir~t ~rrived th~re wa~ duri!lllg the 
time that he ~tepped into Jim 0 s @rill. ~e st~ted 9 however, 
that he wa~ in thi~ grill @~ly m@me!lllt~rily ~nd he is · 
certain in his @W!lll mimld th~t h~ w~~ n@t i~ Jim 0s Grill 

long en~~gh f@r any@!llle t~ haver~~ fr@m either @f the 
exits t~ ~ rooming h©use ~t 422½ ~@uth Main and thereafter 
runt@ ~n autom~bile and le~ve th~ ~cen~ with~ut his 
h~vi~g seen such activity. 

With reg1ard tc thi9 OWl!ll!Ellt" @f C&ullipe Amusement 
CCOlmpany 9 a whi tei m&i.l!l!. 9 till.trnd. tw@ ~u~t@m~i~~ il!lls idle Canipe 
Amusement Comp~trny 9 tw@ Negro m~1®~ 9 he ~t~ted th$t he saw all 
three @f these per~@~s a~d wa~ ~ith ~ gr@up ~f officers who 
were t~lking to these individu~ls. He ~t~ted 9 however, 
th~t as he ran ~outh @n Main bef@re leavi~g C~nipe 
Amusement Comp~ny 9 he did n@t see th~ white ~~le, Mr. 
CANXPE 9 step @ut @~t@ th~ ~idew~lk. He ~tated th~t since 
he w~s al@ne a~d @~® @f th® fir~t @ffi~~rs t@ ~~rive in 
this ~rea, hi~ esse~ti~i p~~p@~e w~~ fir~t t@ attempt to 
@bserve ~nd l@~ate ~~Y ~u~pici@u~ p®~~@~ wb@ might be 
attempti1111g t@ le~ve the &1.ll:"e~ P lill!Mi ~®iOt»lfii.dly, wlhlierever he 
saw ~~y pe@ple i~ bu~ilfile~~ h@~~®s @r ~th@.lt'Wi~e 9 he 
in~truct~d them t@ ~e~~ilfil wh®~® they W®r® ~@ that officers 
later checking th~ ~r®~ w@uld h~v~ ~~ ~pp@~tu~ity to; 
interview every~~~ wh@ w~~ in th~~~~~~~~@@~ as p~s~ible. 

Patr@l~a@ OOLJLAHITE adwi~~d th~t ~ft~r other 
@ffic®r~ had ~rrived irn fr@lfii.t @f C~rnip® A~~~®~®nt Company, 
and ~ft~r he h~d l8~rlii\ed d~ri@g th® ~@lfii.v~r~~ti@n that 
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©lI!\® @r m@re @f tlhl® thJr®® p®ll"~@lI!\~ i~idl® C~llllip® j~u~eme~t 
\C©mm]P>~lI!\Y repo1!."t~dl lhl®ll.l!:'illllg tlhl@ 10~~\lll®~lLillllg00 @f till"®:S fi~ a 
wlhdl. te Mu!Blt:ai ng ~p®d ~Wffilf flr'©llilll tful.® l!ll.ll"®fa p ill.® @0016.ll'."Wed what 
he reg~rded t@ b~ ~kid m~~k~ ~t ~ p@illllt app~@~im~tely 
@lI!\e c~r l~ngth ~@mth @f tful.® d@@lMW®J t© C~lllliP® ~m\lll~emsnt 
C@~]P>~llllJ. Illll p@i~tillllg @\lllt th® g®lI!\~.1!:'~l ~.l!:'®~ wh~.ll'."e he 
@bserw®d these ~kid m~rk~ 9 Pmi.tr@lm®llll DOLUHXTE @b~erved 
thli't there is &ll!lP~~e f@Jr iUnlt"ltll® 1al.1Ult@m@lbil~:si t@ p?i:irk between 
the first drivew~y ~@uth @f C~nipe &m\lll~®mellllt C@mpany 
(@llll ths east side @f M~il\'il) allild ~ n@ p~rkillllg z@lI!\e around 
!!i. fire plug juisit t@ the ll'il@lrth @f tlhiflill driivcew~y. He 
~t~ted th~t lh\e w@uld e~tim~t~ th~t th® ~kid m~rk~ which 
he ob~erved wer® ~~d~ by~~ ~~t@m@bil@ p~rked in the 
~®~ter parking ~r~~ 9 ~~~llllJlllBing ~11 tll'n.!r®@ p~rking sp~ces 
W®re filled ~t th~ tim@. 

A~ to aut@m@bil@~ park~d @~ t~@ ~~~t ~ide of 
M~i~ in the are~ in fr@nt @f C~nipe ~m~~@m~nt C@mp~ny at 
the time h® ~~rived@~ the ~c®~@ 9 h® ~t~t®d he ~~~not 
n@w rec~ll ~ des~ripti@@ @f the v®hi~la~ w~icb he did 
~e@. E@w~ver 9 he d©®~ ~@~~11 @b~®~vi~g ~b@~t ~ 1962 
red Chevr@let ~t~ti@~ w~g@n whi©h ~e b@li~ve~ was parked 
in th@ fir~t spac~ ~@uth @f th~ ~b@w®=m@llllti@l\'il®d driveway. 
E~ ~dvised that hew~~ ~l~@ u~d®r t~® i~p~e~~i@~ h~ had 
~een thi~ ~t~ti@~ w~g@@ ~t ~~@ther p@irnt j~~t llll@rth @f 
thi~ drivew~y a~d p@~~ibly th® @W~®r ~~d m@ved the car 
lat~r @n du~ing the eveni~g. H~ ~t~t®d t~~t there was an 
~ut@mobile p~rk~d dire©tly irn fr@llllt @f c~~ip~ A~~sement 
C@mp~nJ 9 but n@ ~ut@m@bile p~rked i~ th~ ~pace iimnediately 
behi~d the ©~r i~ frollllt @f C~~ip~ Amu~~llilll®~t C@mp~~y. 
It w~s in this bl~~k ~p~c® 9 @r th~ @l!Ji!IDl\ber tw@ p@sitio~ 
~outh of C~nipe Amu~em®@t C@~p~~y 9 th~t he~~~ what he 
th@~ght to be ~kid mark~~@@ whi©~ ~PP~~r®d t@ h~ve been 
made ~s ~ c~r pulled ~w~y fr@~ t~~t p@~iti@n g@i~g n~rth 
oirn M~ill'il. Street o 

Patr@lm~ll'il. OOJ'LJLA~ITE ~dvi~@d th~t h@ h~d hi~ 
fi~@~r~ ill'il. hi~ h@ll'il.d ~t ~11 tim®~ wh~@ h® w~~ ill'il. the 400 
bl©~k @f M~ill'il. ~tr@®t 9 ~~d if th@ witll'il.@~~@~ ill'il. C~ll'il.ipe 
Am~~®M®ll'il.t C©Mp~ll'il.y ~~p@~t@d ~@eill'il.g ~ D@p~ty ~~ll'il.ll'il.ing s@uth 
@~ M~irn car~ying ~ fir@~rm 9 th@ll'il. ~lllld@~bt@dly t~e~@ 
wit@@~~@~ wer® ref@~ri1l'ilg t@ hiM 9 P~t~@l~~~ DOLllAH!TEo 
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TORRENCE No LANDERS 9 Pat:!r'o 1mm ~ !Wern.phis Pol ice 
Depa.rtmiU¼Jllllt 9 furll'l!.i~hed the follo'&Ji@g iIDlfowm.atiollil ~ 

Ollil th@ afte~~oon of Ap~il 4 9 -1968~ h~ wa~ a 
m®mber of lM!iobil~ "lr'act ical Unit 'TeYlTh which ~O!l'llJ,dtillted of 3 
velhli.clei~o Sho!t"tly prior to 6~00 PIM~ th~ull1!.it 53topped at the 
f il!."e ~tatioll'fl lolf!ate<dl in '\thll;)) 400 block of S. l~ain St·ir·eet 
at E. Butl<e:i'!'." AvemJJe. Doctor MA!ft'?IN 'JLU'.ll"HER KING 9 JR~ w was 
st:ayiimg at the Lorraine Motel at the time 9 amd the motel was 
located app:iroximately o!nl® block f:rom th@ fi:lt"e :station. 
At approximately 5 ~50 PM on April 4_9 h@l h.aiard a sharp sound 
which re~embled a fi:ireawm b~irDg di,[ilcha:irged 9 however, no 
one el~e paid a!l1l.y atteintiollll. to th~ noi,se and he paid no 
further attention to it 9 however~ a few moment~ later someone 
in the fire $'/tatioim announced that Doct~r KING had been ,shot~ 
He immedia:tely left the fire s.tatio:rii by the door on the 
northwe~t co~ner 9 :iran along ~ide th@ station to a retaining 
wall in back of the ~il:~tion 'ml'h:i.ch is al~o :MulbeJ":ll"Y Avenue • 
.He and $1DO'it:hEill." officer jumpied down onto Mulbe:ll"lr.'Y Street 
and ran to the Lo·.lr'raine Motel where a g:t>oUp of Neg.roes 
were gathered on th~ walk beneath the balcony. The:r·e was 
a great deal of turmoil, and he asikeltll one of the men 
p:r•esen.t ~ fa0 om what di:lt"ec:tion the ~hot was fi:wed·~ This individ...; 
ual pointed to 'th~ second floor windows; of a rooming house 
on S. Main Str•eet and! said, 00:f:f'om over theilt:'e. v, 

Of'f i<eell:' FLANDEi?-S immed ierteily .left the motel on 
foot~ ran ac:lr'oss Mulbil$Jr'l"Y Street~ alnl.d leaping on an 
empty 55 gallon drum which was on t~e ~idewalk, be boosted 
him~elf up onto the top of a r~taining wall. He then searched 
the ground in back of thlil room:i11ng houl!iHP for footpr>ints ~ 
howeiver D he foul!ll<dl nolfll(!) with the exc~ption of 2 footprin•ts 
near a cellar door'. l't: bad radirail!9d thG previous day and 
the ground wa~ ~oft aDd a~y footprint~ would have been easily 
noted. .JutSJt a few imirnl!tiei,s later~ he wa~ join~d in the search 
by a deputy .~he:n~iif:f' 9 · \Who waa wearing a light colored helmet.• 
LANDERS. ,al'tated that hew him&SJelf P had no hat aimd he was wearing 
a light' blue ~hir't v no tie v a.nd dark blue t:irou~ell'."~. 

,••:, ' I 
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Th@ grou1md lev@l pi.!:'@mimi@~ i1m the al!:'ea wel"e immedia:tely ' · 
:BJearched 9 however 9 nothi!lllg wwa~ :irltilv@aled or !llloted co!!U"Aected · · · · · 
to thi~ i1mv@stigatio!lll. He al~o a~vi~~d that in a matter of 
a few millll~t®~ th~ .al"ea wa~ ~warmilllg with offi©er~ who S$aled 
off the aJr>ea in a effort to app:!I?@hl@!llldl the illldividual :iresponsi.;.,· 
bl@l for ~lhlooti,mg Doctor KING!o Ee :rf~i t~raited tlrn.at he is· · · · 
po~itive if a1myo!llle ha~ be@!lll a~l"o~~ the ~tl"®@t from. the 
Lorrai!lll@ Motel illll the a:ir~a behi!llld the roomillllg hou~e illll the 
400 block of s. Main Street 9 he would h~ve bee~ able to 
ob~e:lf.ve the initllividlual°s footp:i!?i@t~, however, none were note~,,,:; 
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CHARLES ELVIN STONEi 584 Orchard Drive, Memphis, 
Tennessee,. was interviewed at the Number Two Engine House, 
.Memphis Fire Department, 474 South Main -Street. STONE advised 
that he is a member of the Memphis .Fire Department: and has been 
in this employment for the past t_hree years. He stated that he was 
on duty at the Firehou.se on April 4, 1968 1 and. was a witness 
to the shooting of DR. &filARTIN LUTHER KING. He stated that at 
approximately 6:00 p.m.. on that d.ate 1 he was in the rear locker 
room of the Fire Departmenti and was looking out the back 
window across the street to the m.otel where DR, KING was staying. 
He advised that DR. J.UNG was standing on the balcony outside 
of his hotel room~ B,:nd was talking to another individual below 
the balcony. STONE stated that there was another man standing to 
the right of DR. KING, and a number of other individuals located 
in the courtyard directly below the hotel room of DR. KING •. 

STONE stated that as KING was talking to the individual 
below him, a shrot rang out; and DR. KING fell over backwards. 
STO_NE stated that he was stunned. for a few seconds, and after 
realizing what had happened, ran inside to the center ·of the 
firehouse, and told both the other firemen and the police 
officers that were in the firehouse at that time that DR. KING 
had. been shot. At first the officers thought that STONE was 
jol{ing ~ but one of the other firemen came rushing in saying the 
same thing. At that instance~ all of the police officers 
rushed out of the firehouse in an attempt to cut off the area 
in which the shooting occurred, STONE stated that at approximately 
ten seconds later, he went out the side door of the Fire Department, 
and proceeded towards :Mulberry Street,, the street on which 
DR, K!NG~s motel was located. STONE stated there was mass 
confusion at the hotel as people were running to see what had 
happened, and the only ones he sa.w on the street at that time 
were the police officers who were converging on the area. STONE 
stated that he did not notice any white man in the area 
immediately after the shooting nor did he notice any individual 
wearing a white hood. STONE stated that after a few minutes, 
he walked to the front of the Firehouse. but stated that he did 
not observe any white Mustang on Front Street or in that vicinity. 
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STONE also advised that he d.id not notice a Mustang of 
that type near the Firehouse at any time during that day. 

STONE stated that with him in the locker room·at the· 
time of the shooting were Lieutenant LOENNEKE and Fireman KING.1 both members of the .Fire Department, and a Negro police · , · 
officer, Officer RICHMOND. STONE stated that all of these 
individuals werev·watching the\ hotel room at the time -DR~ KING 
was shot, and all saw the actual shooting. STONE stated that 
from the sound of the shot, he thought it came from the parking 
lot located north of the .Fire Department, but that it could 
have been slightly further north. 

STONE advised that he was unable to furnish any. positive 
information concerning the individual who fired the shot killing 

.. DR. KING. 
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Mr. GEORGE. Wo l.OENNEKE 9 1390 Smythe 9 Memphis, 
Tennessee~ was interviewed at the :Memphis .Police Department 1 
and furnished the following information: 

LOENNEKE_,.sta.ted that he· is a Lieutenant at the 
Memphis Fire Departme~t .1 andl is :regularly assigned to Fire 
Station Number 2 1 loc~ted at·474 South Main Street. He advised 
that he was on duty at this location on April 4, 1968. LOENNEKE 
stated that at approximately 6:00 p.m. on that date he was 
standing, looking through a peephole i~ a newspaper, which 
had been placed over the window on the rear door of the fire 
·station. He stated that he was in the locker room at the 
rear of the station, and. with him. was a Negro police officer, 
Officer RICHMOND, and another:fireman named WILLIAM KING .. 

LOENNEKE we:nt on to state that as he approached his . 
locker, which was to the right of the. window, Off_icer RICHMOND 
called him and said, 11DR. KI.NG is fixing to leave his· hotel 
room. 11 LOENNEKE stated that he then asked Officer RICHMOND to 
let him look at KING, as LOENNEI{E had not seen DR. KING foi, 
approximately two years.. While LOENNEKE was looking throqgh the 
peephole of the wi.ndow 1 he saw DR. KING standing and leaning 
against the rail, looking down to the parking lot, saying· 
something to another Negro male. Individuals by the name of 
BABY JESUS and Reverend BEVEL were standing to the extreme right 
of DR. KING. LOENNEKE stated that as DR. KING turned slowly to 
his left to say something to the individual below was when the 
shot was fired. LOENNEKE advised that it appeared to him as 
though DR. KING was looking at :something or someone that fired 

i the shot. LOENNEKE immediately turned to Police Officer RICHMOND, 
and stated, "DR. KING has been shot." He stated that Officer 
RICHMOND went i.n a ~tate of shock at the sound of this news, 
and did. not take any immediate action. 

LOENNEKE stated that he then ran through the apparatus 
floor, telling oth'2lr police officers that DR. KING had been shot. 
He then went through the l u JJJC:kt•oom of the engine house telling 
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the officers in that loc~tion that DR. KING had been shot~ 
All police officers, UJpon hearing the 1t11eW~ that DR. KING had 
been shot, immediately rushed out the door and proceeded in 
all directions in order to surrou1nd the motel in which 
DR~. KING was staying. 

· LOENNEKE further ad.visedl th.at after he informed the 
police off.ic:e:rs that DR. KIMG had been shot» he went out the 
front door of the station onto Main Street 9 but ell.id not 
observe anyone ru~ning on Main Street or any pedestrian traffic 
whatsoever. In addition» he stated that he did not see a white 
Mustang o,n Main Street after the shooting nor did he hear the 
sou!Oidl of a.n automob:ile leaviltllg in a hvu~ried manner. 

laOENNEKE stated! that while he was looking through the 
peephole, both before a~d immediately after DR 0 KING had been 
shot, he did not see any p,erson 011 Mulberry Street wearing a 
light jacket or pull-over shirt with a hood on it. He stated 
that just prior to the time DRa KING was shot, two Negro females 
were standing on the second floor balconyp a short distance from 
DR. KING. LOENNEKE advised that at the time DR. KING was shot, 
these women started hollering in excitement, and appeared_to be 
in a state of shock. He stated that both women, after realizing· 
what had happened, then. began to attempt to administer help · 
to DR •. ICING. He also advisedl that there was a white man, without 
a sui tcoat and wearing black horn-rimmed glasses P who approached ' 
the body of DR. KING 1 and then left to obtain more towels, which 
were being used to stop the blood coming from.DRo K~NG's body,. 
LOENNEKE stated that he had seen this white man previously that 
date with DR •. KING 1 and assumed that he was in DR. KING's party •. 
Approximately thirty sec:oinds after tlhle shot had been fi;red, 
a Negro male appeared on the balcony 1 and started taking · 
photographs of DR. KIN(Ps body. LOENNEKE thought this odd at 
the time because the i:m:Uvidual made no attempt to assist 
DR. KING, but was more concerned with the taking of the pictures~ 

LOENNEKE further stated that at the time the shot was 
firedp he saw only one man in the courtyard or parking lot 
beneath DR. KING's balcony 1 and this man he assumed was 
DR. KING 1s personal chauffeur. 

LOENNEKE advised that to the best of his knowledge, the 
shot that was fired came from the left of the firehouse and · 
from a position which could_ not be seen from the·window from which 
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he wa~ obsel'ving DR.· KING. He st:~:tred th2t at 1rno time did b.e 
see a ·white '·mal.e ru!llll!lliing from the ~rea 1 amid. could· f.urn.i$h· :no· . 
positive informatiolrll c~lr.ll~erning a possible suspec~ in this mu~e;r", · 

• , ' , • • • ' " . • • · ' • : :, ' ~ •, , j I • :'' 

LOENNEKE adlvised that he was ul!llable to fur~is.h any 
add it io10al :i.~ format ioroi 8, t this t iJlll€l • 
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P$i'(];:goolllllll~Ilil BAJ:re,JWEW Qio OlI@lHI'lr ~ JM!@mniplhd,g/ll Police 
D®pa~tm~~t 9 !hlome ~~~~~~~· 4~~~ D~~~ St~®®t 9 Miemp!hli~ 9 'll'e~nessee, 
a<dlvi~ed ~~ follow~~ 

0~ April 4 9 1~68 9 ~~ wa~ a~sigllll~~ to a Tact Unit 
whi~h i~ a~ autme~g~ncy ~llllit. Tlbl~t u~it ~~~eiets of 3 auto­
llb1lobileE1 'W'it!bl fOIU!ll." poli<el9J off i1C~:tr~ illll l6l~<e:!hl autom.olblile. 
'll'lhle &untomob:11.lreie CC:Ollll&3!i1Ellt(SJ(d] of bioi'(l;lm lMl1$llllllplhlis, PoJl.iicce Officers 
a~~ Shelby Cou~ty Sb~riffu~ Offi~~ D(f;Jp~tiee. Durillllg the 
day of April 4» 1968 9 th~ utm~!l1lllb~r~ of t!hlat ems:irge~cy squad 
did iclhlallllge <ea:irlfil fJr'o!lllll t.:11,utmcei to t:!l.lllnlc.9 /Rl(C:l tlblat at aliffe:irent times 
<dluriirng the <dlay lllle 9 l'm:lLutmlS!<f;Jlf P W:!ll.SJ lt"i(cil:lirug 'Iii th different 
police off'iteelr'~. 11mce;y 'W'~:u:"e doi.lnlig tlhdl..e so that t1llla members 
of the Shelby ColLllmrty 8Jru(f'Jll"if:f vs (()ff:J! .. \!::<£9 (dli<dl llilo't f\B11el that the 
:Mlemplhdl.s Police lDepei:irt!Ml<eil!llt cdli<dl 1.llio'ft: ~:ai.rrnic t@ work ~1th them. 
Sho~tly bsfo:ire 6~00 P~ 0 Apll"il ~~ 1968v th~ 3 car~ making up 
th® e~~rgel!llcy ~qua~ ol.t" Ta~t Unit p~~ke~ iirn the driveway 
of tlhle f i:ire etat:!t.oirn l!llt Ma:/1.l!ll a!ll\<d i. l8lutl~ll" Stll"®ste. That fire 
atmtiol!ll is lo~ated· ~out~ of th~ l.t"OOIMlilll\g houe~ f:irom which 
the shot which kill<e1(dl !Ci)(t)J(CJ'0:(t'!ll0 lMIAJJ&'lrl(JN/ ILiUJJr!!llEJR/, l!Cl!N(G, JR.' was 
b~liev~d to be filt"e~. A f®llll~ed i!ll\ p~rkil!llg lot is ·located 
betweerm the filt"(S) st.at:iLoirn alllld that buiJL<tllinng. The 3 vehicles 
makil!llg up the eutm~~g~ll1l~Y ~qum~ ~~r~ puke~ fa~!rmg Main 
St:Jr'<a<&lt.. T'!IWo of t~e r(a)!m:J!.a;:il(e)ffill W(!3Jlt"(fl) e:i(d](el by ei<dl~ ,, &lllld trms 
third vehicle was· (d]i:ll"(fll~'ftly b®lhdL!lll<d! (O)!lll® of tlh\~ 2 calr'e which 
f a(C<eid cimto Mai!lll Strcei~'fi: .• 

He was ggifil:tli.!llll imi t!m~ lo!lll!llll® (O)f tlrnte :U.:r~ stat ion 
at Maillll alllld E. Butl~lr' Si!:lt"~®i!:~ ~h~~tly b~fOlt"® a~oo PM 
lt"~ad:il.Jng a lll'l6iWSpap®lt" wlm~l!ll !!Ml b<eialt"(dl :ll." :ai!:t l :il..!lllg of 'fl:Jm(i pl ate 
glas&il Wi~~OVM belh\illll©l lhd.m. ~)h(Bl Jl..(O)\Ullml{£'@J [lh:ll,"(ii, of tlhlat fill:"9 
~tatio!lll is ollll tlhi® ~outh si~~ ~ft~~ ~uildill1lg. He ~oea not 
lt"~~all hearillllg alllly sbot b~t ~lllllf th~ ~~ttlilllll of the plate 
glms~ 'W'illlldow 9 • a~d i~~~~iat~liy th~lt"~~ftelt" th~ other members 
:bn hie emceirg~llllCY ~qu:iMll bi.®g:mm.i :irlLllimim:furug o\Ult of tlhie · !lllo:irth side ,. 
~f th~ filt"~ et~tio!lll. blLllil~i~g. M~ ~m!lll ~ut after the~ and 

, Olnl tltn®. outtB1id11:J of. tlhlcs buil<dli,mi Jh.(!JJ ~ais iBUJl:trplt"iliHlld :to f iirnd 
that ths otbe:ir ~•b®lt"S ~f ~is ~oo®~g~~~Y ~quad were ~u~ning 

-,-:U~~µgj....~~~~~~~~--&·· ·,~H);i~~i&e'~:lh-~tll-li-~&-&a!i------
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towaircdl tlmceiir ®m<erg~!tll<c:Y v<ehitel(tll~. lIT~ lf'a!lll to Mulberry Street, 
but <dlid !tllot <e:!r'OO~ MullbJ(Srlt"y Stll"®®t :a&'fil t!h.~:ire i~ a high ire- , .. 
t~i!tlli!tllg wall at Mul~~r~y Stll"®et. A~ h® arriv®~ at Mulberry 
Str®~t ~ oth~:Ir' lll!ll®11mlbrenrl§3 of his ®1.11m@rg,eJJmccy ~qu:a<dl hacdl gonre beyond 
th® r®tai!tlli!tllg wall 9 had ~ro~~®<dl Mulb®rry Str®®t, and were 
at the Lorll"ai!tll~ Motel. Th~y ~~ll"~ ccalli!tllg out that Doctor 
M!AR"ll''lilN/ Lmr'lHDR!!R. K1CN«xr lhliill<dl b~cen ~J.hi(Q)i!; :ai.ll'll<dl tim~ ~hot wa~ beli~ved 
to hav~ (COllllll® frolll!ll a!tll apartm®!tllt or roomi!tllg lmous~ north of the 
fill"® ~tatio~. ~e tlh\(tll!tll ral!'h ba~k to the ®llllll~rge!tllcy vehicle 
which h<e ha<rll p:ir®ViO\\ll@lly b®f!/IT!I :l)lf;ill§lig)J1).~(d\ to pa:irked illl1 the fire 
~tatiolTu ~:irive~ay facing Mailll1 Str®etp a!tll@ as he got into 
that v~hi~l® 9 PatrolmaIT!I E, Eo DOUGLAS al~o g9t illl1~o the 
urmit VJWitlm lhd.m 9 altllcd P:atirolman lOJ(HJGJLAS illl!\1.11m®diately ·began 
putting out a racdlio blfoad~a~t that MAR'fJl'.N JLUTJUR )ic'XNG 
ha<dl b~®!lll l§lhcot. 1 

·" , -

JH[rs «Jl(Q)<e~ IDlOt :if~Call ~®~iIDlg itlllillY offi~e.ir ll_ll~a:ir Canipe v_s 
A!l\ll\U~®mefil\t Ce!tllt®lt" ii 424 Maim, Str~cst D at the tim111<ei he' ia1mdl Patrolman 
DOUGLAS got iirllto thei~ ®me~ge!tll~Y Ullllit. Afte~ Pat~olman 
lDJOU'GrlLAS :il"adio@tdl tlhlei m~i§)~agei tlh\:a t Kll:NG hacdl beten ~h9t 9 they 
tlh\~!lll dlt"ove thieu em~:tt"g~IDlcc;y 11.miit out o!llltlO> Mai~ Sti!.°~et 9 but 
iIDl~t®1ltd of itU:!l:"IDlill'llg ITTlOlt"th towa.r(Q! th(!?) l:milcdlin1g' wherie the shot 
'&ll'llid.ieh hit Dotetolb" JlCiDNfrG ~:a~ lbleili®w®d to have b~en f i:ired 1 

th@y twrllllecd! ~outh ollll Mailtll Sitl!:'®®t 9 ci:!l."cl~d aroultlld the fi:ir~ station 
' 'ttlhl®re p Bi.!rD.d' cd!l!:'OV<e OltllitO M!ulbel!?ll"Y Stll."EJel'(l; a1Illd i!tll fJ!"O!tll,'t of the 
Lol!:'~ai!tll~ ·Motel. 'fhey ~topp~~ !l\ll\Olmi\®lillt~l!:'ily i!tll f:iront of the 
L©~ll."aillll® ~otel Ollll Mulb®ll."l!:'Y St:Jl"®®t altll~ theltll p:!l."ocee«lled Olll1 
cd!owltll M~lb@l!:'l!:'Y Stl!:"e®t to the ltll®xt ~tJ!"®®t which i~ Huling 
AV® llll\U ie D altlldl it hlfll y W® nt w~~ t <Ollll Hu 1 ilnlg A vemu~ and a:ir ou!!Ild it o 
~ai!tll Stl!?e®t wh~re they pal!:'k®«l! th®ill." ®~e:!l."g®llll~Y Ulillit in front 
of th~ ~uildillllg illll whi©h the ~hot whi~h hit KING wa~ 
bceilieJv~«ll to lh\a v® b®~!tll :f i:trteJ<d. He ainvdl Pat:!l."olunan. .DOUGLAS got 
out of that e!l\ll\e~g@ncy u!mit allil~ took a po~itio!tll a«:::ir'O~~ the 
~t:ir@~t f:goom that lbluil<dliimg O!tll Mai!m St:!l:"~~t to wat«::h fo'.l!." any 
~u~p®«::t~ VJW!mo might CO!l\ll\® out of th® buil~illllg. ~e e~timated 
that it took h® a!md Pat'.l!."olmallll DOUGLAS f:ir'o!l\ll\ 2 to 3 minute~ 
°f:!ro!Pl!l tlm® tillllll~ lDcotCto:ir' OCJJ:NG wa~ $hot ulfi\til tlti®y ma<dle that 
cci~~l~ arou!tll<dl th® blo«::k a~<dl ~mill® ba©k to th~i'.l!." po~ition in 
f~oim~ of th~ buil<dli~g oim ~ailm St~~et. 

H® wa~ d~~~~e~ ilm ~a~k blu~ t~ou~®~~ 9 a ~oyal blue 
~hi~tv a <dla~k blu~ tie, aim~ a blu~ 8t®@l h@lmet. He does 
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!ri.\<Oit :ir~~a],l illltll:f<O!ll\® illll itlbl® :llt:lf®:a ~1lhl<0 mi1fu1t b® cdl@J~<CF'ib®©l :a~ 
'W<@:all?ill'il.g ~ Jliglbr(l; co1L@1r@<dl \\ll)Pl)Pl@'.il.~ ~&11'.!r'mm®rrK(l; 9 ©ll" w1®~:lt"iKng a!l1\ytll'Ai!lll.g 
~Jh\i~fm might it 1r'e~em!b1® a J.mo©@l. lBI@ ©!©~~ !lll.@t :ir®<e :al Jl :a.1my off iceiri!i£ 
:imi. ta.iti1.Y of th@ poi~ii:tit0ll1i.l~ :flll(O!!l\~ l\~a:fum. St:if®©t ll!ID f:ir'©llllit of tlhla t · 
lb)~il~i!lll.g !l1\@1rtlh\ ~f th.~ fi'.!r'@ ~t~ti~fil\ ~h@:ir® h~ h@l~ a po~itio!lll. 
a:if t®:ir '(\:;h\(!;i) ~Jh\lOJ(Oi!; :fu.mrg O !Blei cdloo~ [ji,(O)'(t Jt'®({;: :ml l Pa 'lt:rr'Olllll\l&lllll OOLlLAl'IU[[IIJrl 
o~ alllly otlhl®lf @ffi~®rr :ir~fil\@illllg pMJt ~o So Fixtw.ll"~~ mm<Olmm@!ll\t~ aft®~ 
th~ ~h.@ll)litillllg. JHl@ «.llo®:t~ m.1ot ll"C©~:lilll ~®~i1Illg IDifil\J ioffi<e®lr' lrn.~ar' 
IC:R!lll.:llp@ 0

~ t\ffl!lltMjli:J!llfll@1Jll.it (CeJ:mtrei:l!:" 9 -4!~,t! il!airn Stlf®'l®t v illll\lllll\l®©liat®lly aftcelr 
tlh\~ · ~lb.l@iotifillg. S:ilJlll©@ !lll® alll\d itlht~ otlb.l@J:l!." M~mpfuliam l.Poli~iei Offi~~rs 
~@~~ imli!:~~~hallllgiltilg ~~~~ a~~ W®~~ ~~it~~iltil~ @ff to ~i~e 
wiith llflll®llimb®:ir~ (!J)f itlb.l® Sh®lbly C@u.nn:ity Shei:lr':ilff 0

1§) Offi©@ lDit!lpui!:ie~ 
:fum th@i:LI." 3 cem®Jf'g@llll.~:W we1hlicl@1~l 9 Ull® 01!1l'1l.y P®:ir'[;'l<Olm~ lhl~ Oiillil Jr.'8(Ca,l]. 
a~ b~:ll.fil\g iltil tlm@ ®llml@:!r'g~tmi.cy vt~!h\:iL~l~ wlmi~lm !mi.ei w~~ a@l~igl!ll\elci:ll to 
:ait itlh1ie itill'lll® of tltricei ~lm<Ol©itirmg W®:il.0 ® :Patll"o],!Ml~llll E. Eo lD01!JJrG'rLAS 
an<dl. Li@ui.t®ltilallll.it Jr. E! o @lH!OlRIJfilLEW e 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Da~ April 15, 1968. 

WU.LIAM BISHOP KING~. 1776 West Lloyd Circle, Memphis, 
Tennessee, was interviewed at the Central Police Headquarters, 
and furnished the following info:ir·~a tion :· 

KING advised he was regularly assigned. to 
Number 2 Fire Stationi Main and. Butler,-Memphis, and that on 
April 4, 1968? he had reported to work at 7:00 a.m., and was 
to work until 7:00 a.m.~ April 5, 1968. He advised that during 
this work shift, two officers of the M.em:phis police force had 
been on location in the fire station cond.urtin~ a surveillance 
of the KING party from a door to the rear of the fire station. 

KING stated that he occasionally looked. through holes 
torn in a newspaper which was being used to cover the rear 
door and to cover the surveilling officers during this period. 

KING stated that he hadl been at the window observing ,for 
approximately ten mi.mutes at the time DR. KING wa.s shot. He 
advised that during this five or ten minute period that he 
observed~DR. KING came out of his motel room, ·and stood· , ,, · 
on the balcony for approximately three minutes prior to the 
time he was shot. He stated that an individual was standing 
on the balcony with DR. KING 1 and that DR" KING appeared to be 
talkin~ to someone in the courtyard. At this time, KING heard what 
:sounded to be a shot~ and he noted. DR. KING fall on the balcony. 
KING advised that he thought that it was a rifle shot because.the 
sound had a zinging tone to it. Immedia,tely DR. KING fell, 
confusion broke out in the motel. KING advised that he kept his 
eyes on the balconyi and did not actually look around the area, 
and that hei himself~ was in a stunned state .. At this time, 
someone else in the firehouse made the statement, "Let me see," 
a.nd he,· KING., moved away from the door, and this person moved 
to the door. KING could not identify this person, and advis~d 
that he moved back into the firehouse proper. 

KING stated that at the time he was observing the 
motel~ that a. Negro o ffic:er 1 a CHARLES STONE I and Lieutenant LOENNJ<~KE: 
were also at the window. He stated that he could furnish no.further 
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names of i:ndividuals who might possibly have been observing 
the motel at the time DR. KING was shot. 

KING advised that he thought a shot came from his lefta 
Rltlld that :at the time he h.eard. the shot~ that KING fell approximately 
the same instant; however~ KING stated he could not see any 
buildings to the left of where !Jl,e, wats standiltlig nor could he see, 
the open lot to the left inf the firehouse. KING advised that he 
didl not see anyone outside the buildillllg, other than.those persons 
in the KING group,p:rior to the shot. ' He ~lso advised that 
follow iing the shot 1 he did not see any policeman or any other 
individual in the street before he moved aw:ay from the window . 

. KING aqvisedi that Q.e.could not identi.fy any ot}ler 
persons vihom he h~d see)l.'] Oil'll the . balcony Ed timer prior to br 
following the shooting of on: KING as he was not' familiar•'with 
these individuals by name. He does reteall seeing a Negro woman 
in the doorway of the motel room two doors down from the room 
of DRo KING illIDlm,ediately after the shooting. He also recalled 
that the indlividlual standing1 by DR. KING at the time of the 
shot wa$ crawling around on the balcony attemptine to aid: 
DR. KING. He advised that h.is·view was restricted to either 
side, and that ,because of the· man:rner ·:tn which the holes·:were placed 
i:rn the :new:spaperv he could only see straight ahead to the motel. 

KING could furnish no further information concerning 
individuals who might have•been in or around the motel at 
the time of the shooti.ng, and could fu:rnish no inform:a tion 
concerning any automobiles outside the fire station as he: had 
not gone out of the station immedliately following the shooting. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 
Date _4_/_1_5_/i_6_8 ____ _ 

Pait:lt"(Q)lm~lll.\ l'WlilLL:!!J~ll I. IGlllllOlSS » IMl~mplmi~ Poli~@ lDE:lipall"tmtel!llt ~ 
lbl©l!IJh® a@<dl:ir'(!:)~~ 4728 Tll.lltwil~:!r' 9 lMlcemmplmi~ 9 adlwi~cei«ll /Bl~ foJLlowws ~ 

Oim Ap:!r' i :JL 4 9 19689 !Ill® wa~ a~~ :ilg!m®J<dl to Ofil\~ of 3 
@m®:wg®lll.\~Y lllllDlit~ wlhli~lm mak® llllp what i~ ~all@«ll a Ta~t Unit foll" 
~olll.\twolliimg afil\y di~tuwballl.\~®~ whi~lm might o~~Ulr' i~ Meiiplhli~. 
Thoo@ 3 ~m~'.!t"g®fil\~J Ufil\i it~ $!:it0 ~ m~Hdl@ llllJP of 4 m@fil\ 9 ea~lhl of lblotlb. 
M~mplhli~ Polic~ Offi~®:i.!:"~ alll.\~ ID@puti®~ ~f tlhl® Slm~lby Couimty 
Sh~:ir'iffff~ Offic®. IDu~illl.\g itlm® day (Q)f Ap~il 4~ 1968, the men 
:msi~i glIB~«ll t<0 itJhl<OJ§.ill~ ml'i.\i t~ <Cifuiarrng@<dl f Jr>(Q)lfi\l (Q)llll~ ~ aif to th@ otlhier e 

lfi''o:i.!:" t!h\ait :ir@a~olll.\ 9 lh!cei <dlo@~ ll1\oit 1!."®©all w!tll(O) wa~ in i.th@ @Jffl®irgiency 
w~lhii~l~ wit~ him ~u~illl\g 1th® lat~ afi.t~~ll1\00ll1\ of Ap~il 4 1 1968, 
~X~®pt P~i.t~olmalll\ BILL DU FOUR, {pJm(O)ITn@ti©). . 

Sho~itly b~f<OJ~~ ~~00 PM 9 jplr'il 4 9 1988p th~ 3 
~@~g~lll\©Y ll.llITnii.t~ park~@ at i.th~ fi:i!."@ ~i.tai.tiolll\ ~t Maill1\ all1\d 
E. Bui.tl~~ Si.t~~~t~~ Memp~i~ 9 ~o that ith@y might take a ~~sit 
b~~~k. Sifil\~® hi~ wif~ ha~ ju~t goti.t~lll\ o~i.t of the hospitalp 
lhi@ W®!Ulit to th® tcelepfrn(O)mi.~ ill1\ tlm® filt"ie ~itaitioim to call and see 
how ~h~ w~~ f~~lill1\g 9 a~ ith® oth~ir ~~mi. \'lll~~~ takilll\g i.th~ir r~~t 
b~@ak •. That fi~~ ~tatioll1\ i~ lo~at®~ ~outh of a buil~illl\g 
Olll\ Maimi. Si.t~~~t illl\ w!tlli~h a ~hot whi~h kill~d ID~ctoll" KING i~ 
b@li~v~~ to h~v@ b®®l!i\ fi~®~. B~t~@@fil\ th~ fi~e statiOIDl a~d , 
that buil(d!:lLfil\g is: a f~fil\~00 illil p:a.irkiIDlg lot with a gat~ iIDl f:ifoirnt,o 

· .Asi lh!.@l was talkilIBg wi t!ht !mill1ll wif ei 9 h~ sa1001 tklle otlhlcer 
~~lll\ illil lh!.i~ em®~gerrncy ~@it b®gal!il ~ulll.\@i@g out of t!tll® fi~e 
~tatiolll\ •. H~ do®~ l!ilot ~®~all lh!.®a~irng airny ~lh!.ot, but he kIDl~W 

~om®thillilg w:a.~ w~ofil\g a@~ !ht® irom®~iat®ly told hi~ wif® h~had 
to l®~V® a@@ would ~all h®ll" lat®ll". H~ ll"al!il out of tlh!.® fi~e 
~tatiofil\ aft®~ th® ~tlh!.ell" m®l!il afil\~ tu~l!il®d ea~t olll.\~® out~ide the 

I 

fill"® ~tatio@ 9 a~@ h~ ~a® towa~d ~ulb®~~Y St~®®t alll\~ th~ Lolr'raine 
l:ot®l. Si@ce :a lhJ.igh :i!'.'®tai!lll:iLl!l.\g w:ai.11 :i~ lo~at!Eld at Mulb~~lr'Y 
Stw~@t, h~ lll.\®W®:!r' ~:i!'.'O~~~d that ~®tailll\illilg wall OJ!'.' Mulb®rry 
Stir®~t » but wlm®lll\ !bl~ a.1!.":!r'i w@d at that poini:rlt ~omei of the other 
poli~~ off i~®~~ wlli@ h:acdl ~:i!'.'~15l®cdl ~!ulb®ll?:!r'Y amdl wwho w~:rr~ at the 
Lo~lr'ailll.\® Mot~l ~all®cdl o~t th~t Do~t@:rr KING lhl~cdl beielll\ ~hot and 
they lbleli®W®Jcdl tltl\® ~!mot ha<dl ~om@ fl.r(Q)lfi\l i!JJ.bl® buil«lliirn.g illlO:lf."th of 
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tlhla fi:n:"!S st~ tion. H~ TtJ1.n bZi\~k tlhlir@\lllglh\ tlhl~t p&i.:ss~gewraiy 
w!ffii«;;;b is bceitween thee firce f.rit~ti@n ramd itlm!B! ftellll~ed in 
1/Q>t ,jiurst ll.\llJrtlh of time ,f ilr'eJ st~:ltiOll'il t@ Ml~iIDl StJ.l'."(l;)~'(!; 0 Wlhlen 
lhle ilitir.1t'iv~d ~t JM!fffiin Stl"®(eit 9 lhll!?l r~~&AJl.ls tllllceire were 2 M.amphi:s 
P0>li~@! Off:i.~ers and ii,ls@ ~ Drep,u'fl:y Slhlceiriff 8'ilriefi\l.dy on M!Blilnl 
St:n,0 (t1Jet in f:rtont of' tlblra bnllilding wlme:irc~ tine s!hi@t wfill.s believed 
'it;(l) lhl&i.we b~@m fired fr@m 9 !lM))Wewce'Jr P !rn(!;& cfffinnot identify ei tlh.er 
«:»f tlhlos® 3 o,ff'i<eci.t",'l".i. nR<e1 i:':t»ok 11::;» 1a1 pl(Q):Si tion in front of 
C'<11.:nipe Aunuscement •Geinitlell" Ea, "Lt 424 S. M<iP.illl Strcei~t v Memphis. He 
tai.ctu&ll.lly stood on Main Street in. f'r!Olnit of tlhl~t doorway. 
A,ft®r he took up lhlis posi tiorn 9 lhl® rrsc:alls sereJing iii s:a tchel 
(and~ rifl~ in the doorw1ru.y in front of him. Tlbl.o:se items 
w~re lying i0>n wlh\~t appeared to be la\ greceirn piece o.f cloth 
m1ateri~l whi1C;h e.ppeiBlred to be (Q bl~nket or beidspread. He 
did not touch tany of tlh.a,it mai.teriaail 9 nor did hie go near it 9 

but h~ did watch it from his position. 

Shortly after he took up his position 9 whi~h was 
within 2 or 3 minutes ~fter he receiwed the report that Doctor 
KING had been shot 9 lhe rem.aine;d at tlhl~t spot until the in­
vestigation was completed. lmm~di~tely ~fter he took his 
positionp 2 other membe~s of the ~mergency sq\ll~d c~me to the 
parking lot~ whi~h waas between. the b1U!ilding in which he w~s 
t!/llen st~nding and the fire st~tioim. Th~se officers went into 
th.ra.it p:.arkin.g lot and se&Jl.r~lhled it tlhlor{l)uglhly for anyone who 
might be hiding ther~illll 9 intehnding ta. «;;lump rtJJf lbus!hles lo«::ated 
:at the b~ck of tlhle parking lot ~t the r~t?a1.ining wall. After 
th<ey fmmd !ITl(Q) one hiding irn tlhl~t lffil"®ID! 9 theiy ~all.me !Qlut 9 locked 
the g~te on the parking lct 9 ~lITld the 2 m~n stood there to 
gufffird tlh\[al.t g8tte. 

After he h~d stood ~this positi@n for~ short 
time p ili',l'!i iR'!ldividual v who ~pp:ai.r®ntl.y w~s tll1ce @pceria.toir of 
Canipe Amuseiment Center 9 c~mie out a11.nd informed him thtilt he 
!hll1Jl.d b®fHll ordered to the Memphis Poli~e Stw.tion to m~ke ~ report 
CQJf whumt lhe lhl~d seem. He ilrnf@mied th~t indiwiduial tlhuat he 
'-tlo11.'ild not lerave this 1area until h~ {GROSS) h:mdl iele:ared it with 
his sup~rior officer. A.fter lbJ.re clre~r®dl it with his superior 
offi~~r, he told thre indiwidiuw.l it;IQJ go iBlhead. Thratt miairn then 
got into his pick-up truck which w~s p~rk®d on M~in Str~et 

-·-·---------------



ME 44-1987 
3 

b@tw~emi 1!:Jm~ bu:!Ll«llimig Jme wa~ ~t:ail.ti\dlillilg iIDi f:i!."<Ol!ll.it (tl)f ami.~ the fire 
~taitioll'li mrni<dl d:irov~ 31way p appair~!tllitly t<0 tltl~ polite® ~ta1tion. 

Gl~OS8 a«:llv:l$c~J«ll Uia t llMJ1 olbJ[~~F.'ved Jrnjperctor' :Mo E o 
'.ZACHJ!..Rif 9 Mrelmlphi~ Poli.«~® JOep:a.1tit1Ml~:i1mt Hor1.u:fl..«:i«l!(l;I Squa(lil 9 ami.d 
:al!'!\tO°ft;beit" (0(!!:'fi,~ei:a• o:f the Illlollilli~icd!~ Squad p llll.l!llffl.i.e U!rnkllllOWlm9 oome 
to the alt"i!H1 :eurn(d! c:olJJ.ra«:rte.i(dl ir.lhl(l1.) f~l!hit.(l'Jlb~l, r:t.f l(f» 0 a1rn«ll greenn 
<\'.:i loth ··ma:tei:tr'ial whi<C!m h<.e lhl:m<dl lblreiian.m st~1m(dlillllg i.llll f,ront of. He 
llTlOt(l;'))cd 'tlhlwy <d!id rmot tou.u<G!hl mrrny \Ol:f tlhlotlilllf.ll i tl!'»IMl:Sl, but u11ed ·hand­
k<&Jll'."IClhli.effflil to pick i 1t up. Tbey pJLa~<eJ<dl the rif ls lllill'Ml the 
~at~hel imi. the gre~mi. ~loth mmt~rialp th®l!ll. they picked up 
time, gil."eisim (CJloitlhl cont:ai1m:n.niig thee oth~:ir 1t~fflWi1l :1!1!1\dl took it all 
to _pol,i(C<e .be:m<dlqu:ai.:irice1nil\. 01B,OSS ob$e:ll'·w~ldl this f:r-om. a distance 
of mpp:iroxim:ately 10 t.o 15 f e~t. 

Oim Ap:ir.'il 4 p 1968 9 Im~ W:Bl!Bl Wiali!i:rt"ilnlg «i:Bl.F'k. blue trouiler~ ,: 
a ll."Of:!lll blue ~J.hd.rt P a «hark blue tie, a,nid a blue &\lltieel helmet. 
He doe~ miot :!l'.'eii:c;all a1Iilyonll.ie i1m tlm~ awiea who ll'dUight lhl:ave been 
wea.ll:"iirng a!lll uppe:rr g:a:lt'meiirat wltld.ch mig.hrt be idle~c:n:'ib@d a~ 
w!hii te Cl!:" light (COJL@:irred 9 a.im«ll 'who walSl wealr'iimg an l teim of icloth­
iimg which ll11liglllt be d®~c:n,-ibed a,s a lmoo«:ti. JH!rei doe~ not ll."eca11 · · 
81$~~illl.\g P:atlt"olman lDOlnll~,Aiei:JI11rE 01u am1y otiliieill."' police officer 
:il°'i.l!JmmliID.lg oim Ma.ilill. St:!l"eet l!ll.iea:lr',.tlble tl1.,, s.;Fixtureiiiil .. offi~e 
mom~lm~~ aftell" the shooting. · · 

' ' 

JB!e a©Jvi,~~d lllWhten tlhle 3 ~!!lli<ellt''l~lnl~Y µrmi t~ 1 
parked by :;the 

fi:ire ~tmitioim ~ho:n."tly b~foF.'e.6:00 ll?lW 9 Apiril'·4~ 1968 9 they parked 
il!ll. the fi:tr.e ~tatiol!ll · idlll:"iweway fa.cill'llg tlm~ uind.t~ towaJrd ~outh · 
Ma ill1l · S it:lf'eet • 'Two. eJ!lW®i" g~ ,rn<r.'l y umii t~ W!'ltel'@ p:airke di ~ ide by side 
:ium<dl th~. thi~d Ulmiit *a.fill parkeJd ~i,rerctly !b)<(;)Jhli!lllldl oiliil~ of the front 
two. ' JH[e SJIJJl:lr'lfflli~~d that if th~ Pell.l"[!!)Oll'!l wlhlo :i.llhOit lDorctor KING 
had fir~fdl 1th~ ~hot ·f:ir'om 'U:ae bu:tldi)Jllg !!lllO>lrth of'' tlhle filre 
~1tatioim Olm Mlaiim Stioeet ~ aimrdl that 1um«llividu:al 'had tllntellll run 
but I of th~ building oimto !Main St!'e~it l!Ul.\dl lmnldl'',',tull"ined &;Jouth' on 
Main Stweet 9 th~ :f'ir~'\l; itltll::lL!l'llg itlhlait; in«lli vidu:al 'ml'O\IJlld have (:'Been 
'™'oul<d have bee!rll 3 pcol i~~ c ai?~ i:tm the ith."i vreiw:my of the fire 
~tatio:im. Altho~gh tho~~ 3 em@~g~~©Y police v~hi~les we~e 
um~llil.tmed 9 he feel:ii~ that i1:1, pof»ilii>ibly what mppe!Oled in this 
i:im~t~nc~ a:imd that i~ why th® ~u~p~~t dropp~d the rifle~ 
~at©h~l a:tmd gr~e:tm ~loth bla:tmk~t ©:if b~d~pr~ad, whi~h wa~ in 
flt'ol!ll.t @f thee Callilip~ Amu~®mellil.t Ce!ffiit(e:if at 424 S. Main Street.. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date 4/6/68 

Mr. CHARLES HARDY H.m.tLEY, Advertising Layout 
Department, National Food Co.mpany, 1797 South Florida 
Avenue, Memphis, Tennessee, fumi.shed the following tnformation: 

Mr. H_'.tntUY said that he parked his car .11 l:i.ttle 
south of the Canipe Amusement Company, 424 South· Main Street, 
Memphis, Tennessee, at 4:45 p.m., on April 4, 1968. He sa:i.d 
that his car was facir:g in a northerly direction and was 
immediately behind a white Mustang vehicle of an unknown ye~r, 
which was immediately in front of the Canipe Amusement Gompanyq 
u;~EY said he saw one white male in the Mustang car but qou~d 
furnish no physical description of the man as it wa~ too dark 

· in the man •s car to enable him to get a good look ,at the man. 
Mr. ILURLBY stated that he looked at the license plate of the 
Mustang: and believed it to be an Arkansas license witbi 1;he 
first two letters being "AL."' Mr. H:URLEY said he 'could not 
be positive of the two letter.s "AL'' on 'the license, but he 
believed these letters did appear on the license. 

Mr. IiUILBY said that he could furn.ish no further 
information regarding the white Mustang.and its lone occupant 
as he, Mr. HJJRLBY, drove away at 4:48 p.m. on April 4, 1968, 
and the man was still in the· car· when.,he left. 

,::-':!.': 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date -'-----·-4_/_S_/'--6.,.,..8_..,........._ 

PEGGY JANE HURLEY6 customer.services, Seabrc;,ok 
wallpaper Company,, 421 South Main .Street, Memphis, ,advi1;1ed 
that at about 4z45 Pofflo" April.4 0 ,1968., one of the girls in 
the front showroom called to her and told her that her husband 
was waiting cpn •.the street from he:t'~; Upon hearing thi~ sh~ went 
to the showroom· and told the girl that· was not her. husband,' s 
whi;t.«! Falcon bl!lt it was a white Mus'tang ,; · A few minutes later 
Mr~··~ HURLEY stated thimt beJr htm~band did. pull up in their ~bite 

. Fa.won 1a1.r,d pa~ked behind the whi tee Mustang whi~ll was ' par~-ed in . 
f:rqtit of;Canipe's Amuis~ents dir~ctly across the street.; She l~ft 
wo:r:ike ~r9~sed the st,reet and proceeded home with b~r hu.~band. 

;-~;.. She= said that when they arrived home they heard on· the n~s t~at 
2~"~ . MAR'l'IN 'LUTHER KING· had beeri. shot at the Lorraine Hotel,· and th~t 

the suspect hadc;gotten away in awh:iie Mqstc1ng .. She said ~hat qhe 
a:n:d·~ner huspand began to talk abou.t.· the ·white. Mustang whic;:h was 

.~ p~rked right in front of her' husband•·~· car when 'he piclted her 
up on Main Street .. She said her husband told her that h~ naticed 
that this Mustang had Arkans~s . license plates on it o He al$6 .. 
said that he noticed a white man sitting in the Mustang. · H~··said 
he was,wearing w'hat appeared.to be a dark suite/ ·Mrso HUR,l,EY 
stated she did remember a man sitting in· tthe car when ~he left 
wQrk, but she could not determine what kind of clothes 'he was 
wearing orwnat color hair he'hado 

,------------------;-l~0-:4-------------,----.,---.,..._ :,,(~ 
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ELIZABETH COPEl'.ANJ),. cu,tom_er serviccis,· j\~~1abroo]tj . ; -w_~ 1 tr,~ 
Wallpaper Company 11 -121 · South Main Street,· Mempllisii, advisedf that. ~J If,, 
at ·about 4i.45 p.m. o Ap~il 4,. 1968, s.he. saw a white. ear, p~ll up 
and park ~cross '-the street. · She ·said1 that she cal~ed to ,PE<;JGV 
HURLEY to·, tell he,: that her husband .had arrived asi he usually .- .. 
did at this ·time. clailyo When PEGGY came to the front sh~#o~~': · · 
:she · looked out the wi~dow. ~d told her ti. ELIZAB~TH COPE~i.' : · . . ••· , 
that .'the ·car: across, the sbi:eet was not. her hu$b~n«fs>F~ial)j. ·ti,'ij:t •was a 
Mustang. . She statep she looked again ~t . the. car and s·a.~t··efire . was ~ · 
white man with dark hair si.tting in:·the driver's. seat 0 She added 
that she believed the man was wearing a dark colored coat •. . Mrs •. · 
COPELUp stated Mr~ .. · HURLEY'S. husband pul"led :UP .. in a., f~ m~~'q~C;!IS : . .' 
and then proce,eded to leave with his wifeo · A1: ~:20 Mrs" coPiLQJJ), 
stated that h~r husband who normally pickeq her up daily -attempt:'e,f 
to park a¢rass the. street',o\ bu't the .cu~b waea completely. filled ~ith 
vehicles,_.~nd he had to. double park next .. to :the white car whic~.::.~ .,;. 
she tliought was a Mustang~· Sh'e ,said when her husband arrived. she 
left work, crossed the street and got in her husl:)and' s car and .. 
left for home.. She :advis~d when she went to get in· her husbana.•s .. 
car she noticed that there was no one_sltting in .the white Mu~tan~" 
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'FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 
Date ____ 4_/_7_/_68 ___ _ 

Mrs .. FRANCES B. THOMPS,ON11 Bookkeeper" Seabrook Wall 
Paper Company" 421 South Main Street~ ·Memphis, Tennessee, advised 
that she finished work on April 4 0 '1968 11 at approximately 4:30 
p~m .. o and was in the company showroom at the front of the store 
waiting for her daughtero She said that at about 4i30 or 4:45 
p .. rn .. 0 shes.aw a white autornobU..e drive up and park across the 
street from her in frc;mt of· Canipe•~ Amusement Company, 424 South 
Main Street.9 Mrs. THOMPSON said she thought the car belonged 
to PEGGY HURLEY'S husband a:nd that he had come to get PEGGY1 however, 
PEGGY ·1oo~ed and said that this car was a Mustang and that Mr. HURLEY 
would be driving a Falcon .. 

Mrs. THOMPSON said that her daughter picked her up at 
approximately 4:45 p .. m .. 9 and the two of them le ft the area., She 
said that when she left at 4i45 Pomo~ there was a white male 
sitting in the front seat of the white .Mustango Mrso THOMPSON 
was unable to fu-rnish any other information concerning this 
individual .. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date __ ____.4"'""/_7Y/'--'6__,8 ____ --,-_ 

DAVID HARRISON OWENS, Credit Manager6 Seabrook 
Wallpaper Companyo 421 South Main Streets Memphis, advised that 
on April 4, l968Q in the afternoon, he was working in the' warehouse 
at the rear of the storeo , He stated that at_, 6~'00 Pomo, he wi9nt 
to leave the building in order to go home and he noticed that 
there we:r;-e policemen everywhere and there was a great deal of 
noise in the streeto 

He said he saw a lot of polic<emen in front of the doorway 
at Canipe's Amusement Company and he assumed that there had been1 
a robbery at canipe's Amusement Companye He stated that he saw 
several policemen looking down at an object whi~h was lying on 
the· sidew~lk in front of the doorwa:y at CanipEfl s Amusement 
Company and it appeared to be a large canvas object about twelve 
inches high and five feet longo Mro OWENS said that the object 
reminded him of a large mailbage He said that when he went 
to leave the store with Mr .. COOKSY and Mr~ HOLT, they we·re 
questioned by policemeno and were given pennission to leave the 
area, which they dide 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date --"'4't'i,,--lla1.5..,,,.,...1e6e8------.-

Mro GEORGE ROWLAND HARDING 0 Room 3, 386½ South 
Main• Street 9 advis_ed that he is unemployed and that he is 
living at this rooming· house at the present timeo Mr. 
HARDING stated that on the afternoon of-April 4, 1968, he went 
to Jim I s Grill located at 418 South Main and ordered a bowl 
of chili and a quart of beero 

He further stated that he sat in the last booth 
with a person by the name of HAROW PARKER who works for 
Yellow Cab. 

Mr. HARDING stated. he was in the grill when a police 
.officer came to the door and instructed.everyone to stay in the 
grillo He said he learned later that MARTIN LUTHER KING had 
been shoto He said he feels certain he. heard a shot, but did 
riot realize it was a gun that was fired at that timec 

Mr. HARDING explained that he had been sleeping 
most of the'day and when he awoke he was hungry._ He said he 
had been drinking heavily before he went to sleep and, therefore, 
was not too aler,t when he walked down to Jim 8 s Grill. He stated 
he does not recall seeing any ca.rs on the street either being 
driven or parked and does not recall seeing any people on the 
street before he entered Jim's Grillo Mro HARDING advised he 
cannot furnish any additional information concerning the activities ··-­
that took place in the immediate vicinity of Jim's Grill at 
the time MARTIN LUTHER KING was shot~ 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date _____ 4~/~l=S=/~6~8"--.,-

Mrc ROBERT DG WHEELERo 908 Emery Streetf Memphis, 
advised that he is employed as a driver of a lift truck for 
Ms E~ Carter 0 415 South Front Streetu Memphiso 

Mro WHEELER advised that he got off work at 5:00 
p.mo 0 and walked to Jim 8 s Grill located at 418 South Main 
Street@ Memphis. He stated that prior to going to Jim's 
Grill he.was waitingmthe :or:ner of South Front Street and Huling 
Street to get a riae nome. He said.that when he was unable 
to get a ride he started walking down the east side of South 
Main Street. Mrc WHEELER stated that when he was almost in 
front of Jimms Grill he was told by someone 0 probably a Memphis 
Policeman or a Deputy Sheriff o to go inside of Jim Os Grill and 
stay there and then the door was locked. 

He said he was walking alone and was not aware of any 
activity in the immediate area·at that time. He said some time 
after entering Jim 0 s Grill he learned that MARTIN LUTHER KING_ 
had been shot. Mro WHEELER stated he did not hear the shot and' 
he did not see anyone runninga walking or carrying anything in 
the immediate areao He said he does not recall any cars parkeo 
in the immediate area and does not recall seeing any car drive 
away while he was walking down South Main Street from the 
intersection of Huling and South Main to Jim 0 s Grill. 

Mr. WHEELER advised he cannot furnish any additional 
information concerning any activity that took place in that 
immediate area at.the time MARTIN LUTHER KING.was shoto 

MrQ WHEELER said the above activity took place on 
April 4 9 1968c. 
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. FEDERAL BUREAU OF. INVESTIGATION 

l. . / . µ~te~-~4~/-l-5~/-68,__•·---.---

On 

Mr... FRANKLIN WILSON RAYO JR .. ,, ·3639 . Allendale Road, 
Memphis,, adv3:sed, he . is employ~d aa · a salesman. by the Tayl()e . 
Paper company, 420 south Front Street; Memphis.,-· ,. 

I 

.. 
Mr .. RAY·advised he left w~rk approximately 5t30'pem .. ~ 

· on April 4, 1968,, and walked alone directly to Jim 8 ·s. Grill 
located at 418 south MainQ Mero.phi~., He . stated he walked e_ast 

· on Hul·ing. Street· toward South Main and when he reached the 
b?orner . of Huling and South Main he wal:,ked .. djagonai.ly across 
the street to Jim es Grillo , . Hef S§tated. he does not recall . 
walking past, any -carei crther than ·STEVE CUPPLES 0· .1959, wnite . . . 1 

· 

Chevrolet whiqh_·was parked across the ·street.· f~om Jim's· ~rillo 
He sai~ he recalls.there was a line of white cars parked: at 
the curb near .the entrance to Jimus.Grillo 

· .He said he was· not ·aware of any -a~tivit;y · in the : . 
neighborhood and that he was ·plmying-pinball mac'hiP.•; and sh~ffle"".. 
boaJ;d machine when a deputy .sheriff came ~o the' do~.r- and. • , ·1. 

advised that. no-one was to leave until further notlce •. He 
said shortly thereafter an•i:nq.iv:idual who.be_b.eliev~d to be 
with the police· department came to the · dqot,,· 'requested tbat · 
each one put their n~e . and address ori ·a sheet of,,; :pa~:r . 
and it was at that time he learned that -MARTIN .. QJTHER -~ING . 
had. been ·shot·., He said he does . not ,iecall looking ou~,-.. . · 
the window while playing.the pinball,,~achine·and·shurflel:)oard 
m~chi:ne, but ~s. ·soon as the .deputy sheriff entered'. .lu!··r$.Ca1ls:;: · 

. looking out the window and saw STEVE CUPPLES-~:· 1959 Chevro-1.~'t.'.. '·, 
parked acre>ss the. street and -J~ WALKER' s, white "Fa;i:tlane. · · 
Ford parked just· south. of- the entr~ce of ·'Jim 1•s Gri11 .. _, He .. · 
added ·he also saw JOWERS O Gadillac park~d dir~c,:1y'· :i.n fron~-- . 

. of. th~ ~ntrance of ~ima~ Grillo . . . . '.::_'}, 

, . .Mr., _ RAY stated he . was ,.,concentr-ting on . playing the 
pinball machine and shuffleboard machine ~nd was not.aware 
of any actiyit.yin t.he immediate neighborhood.; ae·said it was 
not until someti~e later that he-learned MARTIN LU'l'l,:ER·KING 
had l;>e~n s~ot.. Jte G1tc11ted he did not. hear '.tihe a hot and ea~nQt. . . ,f; 
furnish· a;ny ~,:,~~,:J:ion concerning . the. acti'vity in t~e nei'1h:bo~:tiood .· · _' 
s~ch as people·· wallh.ng or .ru~ing" ~a,:s parked or being cl:r:1ven ·or. · , 
any other . aetiwt Ly" · · · · · 
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4/7/68 
Date ---,------..,....--....:....:......:....:....,...,.. 

l 

\ ' .. 

ROSIE LEE DABNEY~ waitre:!:ilrsl 1 Jim 9 S Grills> 418 South•· 
Main Street 1 Memphis 9 advi:sied that on April 4 9 1968 1 she cam~ .. --·. 
on duty at about 3~00 p.m. She stated that everything seemed 
normal up until about 6~00 p.:m.. when she heard. that a shooting<> 
had occurred. She added that she saw nothing' out of the · 
ordinary, and could provide no further information. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Da~ April 15 1 1968 

Mr. HAROLD E. PARKER, 1054 Meada Street, Memphis, 
Tennessee, advised he is employed as a driver for yellow Cab 
Company, 581 South Second Street, Memphis, Tennessee.· , 

Mr. PARKER advised he got · off of work at approximately 
4 :00 p.m. on April 4, 1968. He stated. he left the cab· he · · 

· was driving at the gas pump at approximatel!y 4: 00 p .• m., checkedt 
in with his day's proceedings~· and · then left in his 1959 white 
four door Rambler, License Number, Shelby County AS 6131; which is 
his personally owned auto. He stated he drove this car to,the 
area of Jim's Grill, which is located at 418 South Main Street, 
Memphis, Tennessee. Mr. PARKER stated that it is b.is estimate 
that he arrived at approximately 4:15 to 4:20 p.m. at Jim's 
Grill. He co111111ented that when he arrived, he drove past the, 
Grill, and parked near the intersection of Huling Street and 

. _South Main Street. He said he does not recall what cars were 
on the street at that time, but does recall specifically that 
Mr. JOWERS' Cadillac·was parked almost directly in front of 
Jim's Grill. He explained that Mr. JOWERS owns and operates 
Jimws Grill. Mr. PARKER stated he cannot recall what other 
cars were on the·street or what other cars were between his 
1959 Rambler and 'JOWERS' white Cadillac, but believes that there 
was at least one, if not two,c:ars between his and JOWERS' car. 
He stated he has no idea as to:the color, make, or model of the 
cars between his and JOWERS' car. 

Mr. PARKER stated he was in Jim's Grill having his 
evening meal of chili and·beer. He said he was sitting in the 
last booth in the Grill with a; person whose name he knows as 
GEORGE HARD.ING.· He stated he does not know HARDING.'s occupation 
or his address', but commented·. that HARDING frequents Jim'.,s. Grill 
quite regularly. Mr. PARKER added there were a number of 
people in.the Grill during the entire time that he was there, 
and that there were several young men playing the shuffleboard, 
ping-pollg machine, and the jpk~box. He said he was not aware of 
any activity outside of Jim's Grill until a Deputy Sheriff 
entered Jim's.Grill sometime after 6:00 p.m., and told everyone 
in the Grill to r¢main there.:• until they were advised they. could leave. 

. " ~ . : '.\ " 
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• 
Mr. PARKER sta tedl. l)l.e stayed in his booth the entire time, 
and did n~t look out the wind.ow at any time until he left .• 
He said~ was not aware of what occurred out in the street, 
and in the immediate area until Mr. JOWERS asked him if he had 
heard . .the shooting. He stated he told JOWERS he had not heard 
a1ny shooting, and·was shortly· thereafter advised that MARTIN LUTHER 
KING had been shot. He stated he definitely cl.id not bear 
any shot fired while h.e was in: Jim's Gri.11. 

Mr •. PARKER stated he did not lllOtice any new faces 
in Jim's Grill while he was there, but commented the only, · 
individual he actually knew was GEORGE HARDING, who shared the 
booth with him. He said he kn.ew th.ere were a number of regular . 
customers in Jim 1s Grill, and. these were• young men who·are·employed 
by the'Tayloe Paper Company,· but 'he is completely unfamiliar 
with their names~, ,, · · 

'Mr. PARKER stated the only car he can remember on the 
street in front of or in the immediate area of Jim's Grill 
when he entered Jim 9s Grill was Mr. JOWERS' white Cadillac, 
He stated he cannot recall any individual or individuals either 
walking or running in the immediate area of Jim 9s Grill when· 
he entered to have his meal. He stated he can furnish no 
information whatsoever concerning the shooting of MARTIN LUTHER 
KING on April 4 ~ 1968. · 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date Aprj 1 15 1 ] 968 

Mr. JIMMIE RICHARD SANDERS 9 1687 Childers Street 
(Frayser), Memphis, Tennesse~, advised he is employed at 
Wood Partsj Inc., 1590 Texas Street, Memphis, Tennessee. 
Mr. SANDERS stated that on the evening of-_April 4, 1968, he 
left his place of business at 1 Woo? Parts, Inc. at approximately' 
4:00 p.m., and took a bus to the Arcade Restaurant, located at 
the corner of Calh~un Street a.mi South »f!ain Street, Memphis, 
Tennessee 1 which fS approximate.ly one long block from Jim ws 
Grill, located at 418 South Main Street, Memphis.11 Tennessee. 
Mr. SANDERS stated he walked from the intersection of South Main 
Street and Calhoun Street to Ji.mijs Grill, and arrived at 
Jim's Grill at approximately 5:00 p.m. He stated he was alone 1 ,. 

and entered Jim 9 s Grill for his evening meal. ·He stated his 
reason for eating at Jim's Grill was because he had rented a 
room at 390½ South Mairi Street for three or four days, which is 
in the immediate area of Jim's Grill . 

. Mr. SANDERS stated he sat in a booth for a while 
and at the counter for a!' while, ordered his e~ening meal, and 
had several beers. 

Mr. SANDERS advised that while he was eating his 
meal, he recalls that at approximately 6:00 p.m. a Deputy Sheriff 
came to the door of Jim's Grill and advised everyone in the 
Grill to remain there until advised.they could leave. He said 
that at the time he had no idea as to why everyone was told to 
stay. He said sometime later everyone in Jim's Grill learned 
that MARTIN LUTHER KING had been shot that evening from somewhere 
in the immediate area of Jim!s Grill. Mr. SANDERS stated he 
did not hear the shot that was fired that killed MARTIN LUTHER 
KING, and added he was not aware that KING was staying in the 
immediate area of Jim's Grill. Mr .• SANOERS commented he did not 
go to the window to iook out after the Deputy Sheriff instructed 
everyone to stay in the Grill. 

Mr. SANDERS advised he was not aware of any cars or 
people on the street when he walked from the intersection of 
Calhoun Street and South Main to Jim's Grill. He stated he is 
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certain th.ere were many cars both parked and being dr-iv_e~ .on 
S'outh Mai~· s:treet, and that there were likely many people . . 
walking in this area, but ad.died he was not aware o·f any par~icular 
individual or any particular car in this area. Mr.·SANDERS 

· · s.tat~d he cannot furnish any inform.at ion whatsoever concerning th~ 
· shooting of MARTIN LUTHER KINGo .. 
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. ·· YORK ARMS COMPANY 
.;.:.' . 162 ~L MA IN STREET 

MEMPHISL_.TENNESSEE 

(Thi~ section of the repo~t pertains to the 
pwrchase of bino~ula~s by the Uillknown Subject 
on April 4 9 19689 at Yo~k Arms Company, and a 
~ub~equent inquilt"Y that i'lWa$ mads in the · 
immediate vi~inity of Yo~k Arms Company.) 
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..... · ... :. Mr' : RALPH MERl!~Drru 'c.ARPENTE}.i}~~i1:1i~ii1:1.}iDµ:roin ;;,§t:+;~et' 
·· Menipbis.,{/fepnes13ee ,:,1:tel.f{phone 685~5~18-;,}Iaclvised. tha t"·lfe::\is ''a 
s.alesman: at,: tho. York Arms· Company .located iat•:;::162 'Bern th Mn in 

.street, Meni/,h ~s ·: ' ,, : ,, ": , ,; : f , .· /fjt\' ' }: /, •. ·., . ' ·.. ., 
.. ,: :. ,. . · .. ,,. Mr. <CAH:J.)J!.N'rl!:R ~:1~pal~;s) that. y_e51J·~r9,aY.:,ftl\.P,~}-~::;;:;4 1,, 196d, 
he "was 1n ,the a bove,.,.me,nt l.onod store, trtlking1fto 'one· ·of!!,,,the 
'other sa lcsmen :i.n'. tl)e ·st'ore<)vhen an ,•indi vi.d1'.iai1•·'en'te1•Ei}d).and 

. ' . ,· I ,' •', ·,. :•::•,' •·,' ;,•,:: .. ,:\ '>'•'',',,':, ·. 

e.n1bs0qu0nt ly boLHsht. from· h:l.nf. a pa:l.r". of: Bushn@ll),b:i.11ocu1arf;;, ;i., 
'l'h:i.s indi vidua 1· ente.:.:red 1.,th~.}s tore.!'.' & t . a bout :'i1l}O.0·.d.n'i:ithe\>':: · .:: 
rif tern oon, ·. ·•.Mr: ;,. •. GAR)il!:N'l'BR' ·,~sflihalfus)t his·1it6'':be',, the· cox·x;ec t . 
1. -: ·· . , 3 ·::· •• ... ···t · ·i.,. ' ':-.:h· ·."••.·\i', '"'t· ..... ,., .. '··t'·:· ... ,\·th ·:;;,:,,' -.t•'·t· 1·· ·t·•••·· .· .. . , .,.1110 r-i.no, : ._-1.n pa1 .. ,:;>:{':-'~,~.,~~,.,:;; -~~·.·.e,:Ji 191&t ~,.,:,:.4JJl, ... ~ {.Lac, : _ ~?- '?i· .. . 

t 1:10 re we rc,;: p:i.cJ~et~J{J.J.,9;;r~\Aing Y(fn)i;~:f/'11'~.1fiof(i\i.,~,~i~''f$t ote'', at : thn t 
t '.tme, ··. ,: M7; f"· C~.RPE~'l'ER'{T.~Sr;allE,1JLth1:tt·!i1

~ •• ~<" .. t1J·1'.~i'It.\:L·n~.:t.~-i1!~l1,.1a f,iJ=ltff?9.E-l.eded 
further:.:i.nto{t he· store· he turned ··to· th1s·:·•ind1 v1dua 1 ancl asked 
:i.f he. 'cou1cl-;'.be .of,, a~:~:i,stance,;:fl}/rl.le.·iJndividual:<i~;tiited · Jhat' .. 'tie 
w :~El hod'·'t <>'· p~rcliat'e:,;::,:sqi~e,}bM1 d'€'.l;i'fa::ij:~,:~}j(a;nd h'.t:t;;\;,._;q~~:ijf~T~,l~~i:i't~,;~:•\!i:f>;\:. 
h:i.m that he· was .. ~bot~t .out/·:of)'fPl:n.p9Jt1,ars azj,ijJ~;ij:~i!lt.:~:~~tj!/l~,t_h~::;.: ,,,,,,, ...... 

· only ones he<, hacF:iu ·st ocl(1·wei0
~;:\11t{7+-paLr se tltn:g:~f:fo:r-::(!i;:,$.~Oo.+:·and 

nn ot l.10 r pa :i. r s e 11:i.n g ... : f,or.(n:i.m{fy ~,s omefdol li:~/ft;.;·~?, ,rThe,,·:,:i,nd iv i.d .. ua 1 
. , .• , . •·. .,.., , " , • , .. '. ,,... ., .. •· ,·,,!, l, · ',h,, , ... \., '•,,r. , ,, , , . , ,, " 

Eitntod thnt :.he,,;be .. lie.vedi':these:,were'\t;.oo:,,hfgh•:fprtced ,·for· hini; "' 
an~:i t !H~n J!Ir, ','tARR~I'1~'Bll,,re9a,~::Je..q: ~11.~:1::if{,t,~,~-~~ ::miglrt, .~e ~ <?heaper 
pa1r ot -b:i.nocnla:r.s .. 1n?tlle :w1ndow,:i:and·~,a'dvfa.sed.·the,:,'.1nchv1cluaJ. 
tI1i\t be would fin(f out: ''.Mr,.:. CARPl~N'rER{thei:•i/upoti·1\wenf to 
tho dJ.r;plny w:i.ndo\v ·ir) tl:ie\,:ft~ont :c{:f:;Jhe.rstcf~•e(,a.nd, ·determined 
ti.mt there war:1 on· display/a·.pair of::Bushncill binoculars 
~?.cd:U.ng for $39, 95, · He bxotlght these 'bino.cu1ars .-back to 
the cur.;1 tomer · and expla:i:rH::d. that they wcrc-.r, a:'> Japanese:.; import• 
of better qna1:i .. ty., The:.ind:tvi.dunl seemed· to·::1.nrJicat.e:that 
ho e:J.ther recogni.zed th,i! na;·m~ or .that he. agreed: that. ,there 
were some good . Japanese import/'3..: Thei':custome;X-:/raised ·.the. . . . 
binocu lnrs to· his .. eyes ,and ·,Jn'·,~o!ti,e.:,}l)~_J!flEJI'\,"*ihCR!t,;ri,pw 1:~.¢a,lJJt~l 
by· Mr" CAHJ?ENTER ;'./.:ind ica tecl • that'}theS·oJl'ibihbcJJ1J4fr,~t/Lw~ie;:,,: ::(ti\:: 
r, '-! c~ e ,Pt a lJ 1~ ~- - ·,· ~· .. :·.>'. ·')·:;,,'.·,·. · ·· .•,.• .. i·;'l:< ,·::~:;, _'.: i:;•t'\ :s,:,\.y~;,it\\{;ti~t'/?::·, . .-., {,_.. ' 

, . . .. Mr; . CAIU',~;N'!'ER r:~aJ.ls::;1t,;3c,.~itit,t~.~c1J1Ji~Jpill,1itf~~ket1_ i~·,r 
lXiS tr1.10teJ.:OnS .:were/in ,.the box::,, andtt,Mrt/:l;a \. EN:l'ER,1r.adv1.sed, him 
that t ~o r.e w~ re :in:~ t:r\w t td_ri,s,;f in ,\t ~:~tb' :;-:, . ., Ji4/{iiji~1;]~J1u9h1~~~~f} ':.:, 
needed ·!to, be: known 1-to, operate, .the1;.01noc.ttla:rs;tJ{o e,rftthan')'c:t.o 

' ' ' .,.~i,~~. · • '?;,,,~ '.,·:,;.'titt,).1 ·.. ·' ,,i-, ·r. ·· ,;',~.,;"L~\i~i,'.:;,?~•/:;~/,h}{t.!.-..,Ytf\' ·:•Jj::t,}/ ·<;' ·;•:\,;\?;,;?,,;: _'.;,< ·, 

On l.i! /r:>1, .. p(> \.,: . 
.,,. , t ~ / ~'1tl · ~w.>.',JW., i._;......._ _ _,__,__'JU.4..,,_,,......,_,'-'-"-"~~~~ •' . 

SA HOBJ~R'r \( GOODWIN: and i., \: · i' , ::::J:., ·;i'.)f1iiifiitMt:''.);{!\ ,.: -.ii, ,', 
by · SA<RALPH · J ~:'. ·LIEWER·11Y/,i > ... :'t':'i;:R,Jl:/ac1:{~;:'L:}; ·-oa:tJf'cfict f 1'"ci·''.' · o¾-68,' · 

· , .. / ,: .• ·,,, .,,_'/( .... ,:, >, ,,\'i:li t<§;\'.\'tf ,,)'·1 ; -t'''.·v0:•,A,ft,,(i:,N,,·· 1;:;,!,';;{,;;.;,:,./ri , · . 

;~:: t~i::~~i\ ~nJ~~~B c~~:~~% r:r~o~~et~ab~id~=t~,Vl if ~~~\~~!;ri~~:gr!t,,:tis. ),;,·\, .i]i!!Ii'.:,~:,,.:;,:•·:••1]1~~:~:t;::~oarie.d .io 
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just place them to the eyes ~nd adjust the eye pieces. Mr. 
CARPENTER recalls that he wrote o~ the box in which he 
placed the binoculars the price $39.95 and the amount of 
tax which was $1.60 and.added the tw@ figures for a total 
of $41.55. He placed the sales slip ai.nd the box with the 
binoculars in it in a gray paper bag which bears the name 
of York Arms on its side. The binoculars were in a leather 
or similar type carrying.case. The store does not record 
or maint~in s®rial numbers few. th@se binocular~ and it is 
not known whatp it any 9 serial nuunber 'ii~SUJ on t!rais par•ticular 
pair of binoculars. 

Mr. CARPENrER stated that the binoculars were 
Bushnell brand and were 7 by 35 size. 

Mr. CARPENTER described ·the customer as follows:. 

Race: 
Sex: 

· Age: 
Height: 
Weight: 
Hair:· 

Eyies: 

Complexion: 
Build: 
Scars and marks: 
Regional accent: 
Dress: 

119 

White· 
M!!lle 
26 - 32 years 
5 fee.t 11 inches 
160 pounds to 175 pounds 
Bl~ck.or·dark brown 9 neat 11 

combed straight. back and not . 
parted" It was neither very 
long nor shaggy. 
Color not recalled; no glasses 
worn 
Ruddy 
Medium· 
None rec~ lled 
None noticed 
Dark suit 9 not known whether 
or not pmnts matched co8'J.t 9 but 
rec~lls pa-:nts did not contrast 
with coat; color of shoes not 
known but not in sharp contrast 
to other clothing; no hat worn; 
whit~ shirt with noticeably wide 
space ~t the~coli~r 9 neat looking; 
d~rk tie with light st~ipe which 

.cover~d entire tie, which was 
tied in m long slender knot which 
did ~@t fill the space between 
the collars; tie w~s noticeably 
pulled to one sidep not in keeping 
with gen~r~lly.neat appe~rance of 
customer; DO jewelry remembered. 
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Facial characteristics: .Average fullness; nothing 
-~egarding th,_eyieSg, nose, 
ears o~ :o.ther features · 

: noticeable. Custg~er 's 
hands were.neat~ thc:>ugh 

1nothing outstanding. was 
'. noticed about them.~, 

Mr~ 'CARPENTER recfal.lls th~t the individuai 'remi.ched 
into 1:iis right .. f'ront pants po~lket to g®t the·· money .with w~ich 
to pay flt)r i;b®J : binoculars.~ . Tlh1~ .. oney WJas · no1:; in a billfold. 
or a mopey clip. The customer withdr®J'IW two $20 bill~ from 
a rollwhicb cQntained s,veral other bills 9 at least two of 
which Mr. CARPENTER believes were $20 bills. The customer 
also took a ,,$1aOO bill from this roll and then reached. into 
his other-front pocket with.bis left hand and,secured two 
quarters and a:nickel, m~king a total of $41~55 for the 
payment.·· J\fter purchasing the binocqlars, the customer 
walked from the store and Mr. CARPENTER told·him to "hurry 
back" or s9me_~imilar parting statement, and the customer's 
reply is not :r>~called 9 i:f any was ·_made. Mr. CARPENTER, d@es 
not know which,directicn,the ieuistom.er took after.leaving the 
store,;·< . :., ... ' 

,.- ;ec: .' M~. :CARPENTER 4q~e; ·· hot tr~call ever• having ~een 
this indi.,ri~µ~l before in\the store or elsewherE!l 9 ,··but feels 
relai;i,;viU,y:cElrtain that i1 hti!., se~s him again he would be 
able to recognize him. . 

,~ ~· 

The customerg While in the store 9 
see any other ''merchandise ,·,such as rifles or 
ammunition of··any ~ind~ and m.ade rio inquiry 
any other merchandise. 

did not ask to 
guns or·. · 
at all cdncerning 

. ·\l 

Mr. '..•CARPENTER stated that when the customer entered 
the store CARPENTER was near the front of the store talking 
to Mr. VERNON YORK. Further b~ck in the store he believes 
CHARLES GIBSON was near the cash register, and Mr. HUGH 
BADDLEY, a clerk 9 was also somewh~re in the store. He believes 
also that possibly Mr. CORDRA YORK, JR. 9 may have been in 
the store, but he does not know-whether or not any of these 
individuals tock notice of the customer. 
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.. 
SAC ROBERT Go JEH~BN· lal.fil\dl 3iA RALPH J • LI EWER . contacted · 

:IALPlH! M. CARPE?f'tERp mwi ®)mpll@J®® ·_ of "fo:!1."k A:!!."• Coimp&imy, 162 South 
Maillb St,reet, . Mempiui.iil o llfl' o CARP:IHTD · was i!Idor!Ill!ed : of t~e i~ent:l ty 

. of SAC JENSEN and be hliil.~ pln"@Will)~l:, lbi@~n. ill'llt@:!l."Wi@'i@ei :by SA LIEQR, . 
lll@i was told we. b.t!il.d t!il.>m_ i1.dtdi1!:1eimll\l, gr@M!.p of photag:!1."ll\plln~ we would .· · 
like him to· view<> . He .. wai.~ t~ld. tlmlal. 'tt: mit0 ~ignific~im@e ·· ~lmotRld , be 
!lll.'t't8!l.@hed to the! ~®qlllence o:ir lal.:!l.":!l."ll\lfll[rl®l!Al1~llilt t!hl(S plhlot@g:w:ei.plll~·m:1ght 
be in when be~- saw th@lma Th~~® plmotog:!l."ai.pl!ll~ W®:!I."®. bi.id- ogt·; one·_ 
aftel!." · anotbe:!ll' i> on th® !Sl®@«>mid f 1@@:!I." ll\W/ll\y · from by~tll\Xlld®:re>~ axui other· 
@mployees in the York Arm~ Co~,~ll'ilJ. 

CA.RPB.ITER &iBp@i.lllt. at le8!l.~t tW®l!Uty l!Bi\i1lllM!.1l.®k'll! :!l."®Wi®Wiq :­
C$.:!!:'El:full:V ea.ch. of the pbot@g!l'~,Jh\[il~. Jme ~~pre~&lll®d ~cme b.e~it~tiQD 
·fo;r, a time between a phot~gr8iph ©lf O)Ji\e RIC&AU -~ilf[ffl $.l!Rd the : . · 
pb.otogr$.ph ot. -ERiC i. GALT,. · No llilhe~ 811.lllld m.tc id®mtt:llfJimlrg data'. 
o·f•·'[I.DY kind were fl!l!lrlldsh<ed to CADE:tr.rE~ in @oim!l!\®<!':rtio!!ll with bi~ 

. s_tud:, of tb®se photogriai.plhi~ $ · lffi® did ~1t8i. t® · i!U C@lli!llil®©t ioim . "i tlb. · a · 
phot@griaph of· SMITJ tlbl$1.t lb\@ .. th@lilltlti\it thi~ W811.~ ii\ lo©&l lhmplilis boy 
whom he m;ight h_, V® se®im o He -«:!illll."llil®d tlhd.s photttl)igE'ai.ph 8~®:t> and did 
reije©t tb.e pbotqgr1t.ph Ii\~ miot ~@U111 1dlemit:u.clli\l it@ tlhie Olm@ to·>-l'llb.illlll 
he ·f!old. ·the 'bi'no@Ul&\11."$ o . . •. _: . '. • : •. . . • · • · . ·. . ... 

. . . . .. . ~ .. 

Re ~tijdi@d ©8!J.dl."®f@lly for im.pproximat@JL:, fiw@ miimute~ . 
the: pboteg1raph. of. ERXC s •. mLT ~!!Mi !JU.di@ C\OU®1ttt~ ©.@lm©~rimi.llig· '.the 
:appearaKM}lill of MLJ c. . He ~tlSit@d tlm® lhlll\iir> WI&~. g®im@lrallJ ~-imila,r . 
to th~ cuatome!" bot tholilght it md.glblt !bl® jmsiit ®. littl® bit ·1onget 
thi.i.m wh~n.. tb®. cu~tom.e:re ftl(Q).d bl~®!.ID ilTh tlth® -~to!"@ oim Ap:!f'il 4o ,·Re also 
~$.id that he rscalledtllli® ©l!U~t@N!i/' Im® \J/r£it®d Olm did filJ.Ot kave . 
heavy P. bushy e:,eb:il."@\J/S but .t~®:W \J/®:!f'® more lik® tlhl.® ·~;w®iv~@11/!S- i~ t;b._e 
photograph of GALT,. -Biel $.l~~ ~rd:r£t@d l'm<ei lilad m10 :!f'®@@ll(§i@tioll1l of · 
&ii®®ililg GALT'~ te®tb il.!IM! tlhl.ioq!hrtt fmisll ·lmad 1.· ~Emil® \J/lm®!ID he ·~aited oim 
l'mimo . CARPENTER also t\ill8!l.id b® !b.\8!l.d m1<0 imtd@pe!!Mil@n'!t :ll"®@olle~tioim Of 
GALT 0 s ®ars appetai.l"ing $.~ they .did i!!il _tlbl® phot@1r>apb.~ lbi\lJi~ !me ~heD. 
iliilia.id h@ d.id not JD.ot i@® tlhl.cem pail."t :!L@~la:wly o · Ee did fn:t!."mi.i.$!h the. 
followil!llg ·st&t®memrt lflilg!Dl.ridillilg bi~ ·t<dlenmtifi@ll\tioim of th® ·pb.otcgrapb ··· 
of ERIC_ s •.. GALT: ,, .1 
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°'April 16, 1968 

"On April 16, 1968 p :n:, Ralplm M ~rpeimter was slllowffil -~ group • 
of 5 pho,tograpl:ls by Special Agent in Charge Robei:irt. G Jensen 
and Special Agent Ralph J .. Liewer. After. careful si'ft;11lldy of 
each of these pictures I placed my name on tm~ ba~k of the 
pi@t1!l1ll"e \Whi<!$lhl I f®®l m_ost ll"®S®!lilb.lledl. tfuie mam1 'i3&'llli@ bo\\llgllilt fiil. ·, · 
set <rbf bino@irnlars f~om .. m® @mt A]I)ril 41 0 1968 :m.t Yor.llt Jt.rms, · 
162 SIOl.' Ma.illil ' St ~ p ' )1\l!®llJlphis 9 "Jr\enllll.eSS®® ~ - l W2.alll ' !IP.Qt :Jf \\ll:ii."lll\ ished 
a.riynw.mes or ~ny d~fi!criptiw@ ($at~ ~®~arc;iing ml.l!l\J of the. 
photogr•phs sh.own~ . I was w.lso · t;ol<l that ne ~igrmif i@si.imce · 
should be. a.ttached to any Sll;!lqU1ence ell." arrangl!lme!!P.t thti. t the • 
photographs were shown· to me., I did tllllrlll oxM~ photograph 
over as I thought .I recognized this to be a lo~iail Memplhlis 
boy. I did not however lt"ecognize him as the persol!ll to Whom 
I sold the binocular~~ · 

°.In choosing the photograph. X was gudded by my ~e~t re~ollec­
. tiono · l re~e~ber t~at the mal!A wlmo boog!l\t the l»inocimlars .. 
di~ not hav:.e heavy eyebrows aimd were about i!nediW!ll like the. 

· ones in the photograph seleeted by me. I did not sell any 
other binoculars·on April 4, 1968 · 

"Hy signatare attests t!n&t I am in· agreeme!mt wi.tb .. · 
the information set forth on page oime t'il.l!!d page tvo of this .. 
statement • · i'. · · · · 

/s/ 

/s/ 

Robert G J'e!ll!sen 
SAC, FBI, Memphi~ 
April 16, 1968 . 

Ralph J~ Liewer 
Speo:ial Agent DI 
April 16, 1968~9 

It should be !filOt@d th.at the 111amme 09ERI~} S 11 · GALT09 

was .:not .furnished to CARPEftD 9 .. 1mo'W --~~~-- he .. in. a. pos:itiow.1, to .. · 
read the na1ne . wben. he sig!Jled th~ back of the . photogr®.:pb.-., . His. 
concluding remarks 9 which were nade !!it approxim:1:tely 11 :20 a.m$r 11 .. , 

4/16/68, we:re to the ef :f ect that" ' 01 do!!P. 0 t owim a sui '\l;. I 
suppose· I will ,nave to buy a SJ\lli t ~o that I ~an go te co!U!ri;.. n 
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1 D~te _A=--=-pr=--=-i 1=--,,.;l=c....;6::,.....,'----=1=9...::;~...;::,8 __ 

on· April lG, :J.9~8, a g~o~p of fj."e photographs were shown 
to RAt,Pa M. ~R,PE~TE;B, an employ~e of Yor~ Arms, 162 South Main 
S~reet, ~epi-l)hi~, Tenpess~e. The;! pbqtqg.raphs that w~re $hown to 
him. are th~ije of: 

,JOHN ~Ql'(A;R:Q THOMA~~ Memphis :Ppliee I)epartment No. 32206 

'NlEQDORE JO~N AQANK, FBl No. 3 87l 080 

QLI~'JV, CML~ GJij$()li, Memplfis Police Department No. 91-l07 

ERIC. GAL{J;' 

ROBEJt'r PIERPI SMITH, al~o 'knpwn·as Richard Smith, 493 Howard 
~:~~~l. Whitehaven. J~:nne~see, .US.AF. No. 14702464, date Qf 

file # Memphis 44-1987 

SAC ~R())BER'l' Cf. ,1ENSEN : ME 4/16/68 by ~--~, , ___ ,,..,_,_..,..,,....,..., ,..,.._,,..,., .,.., ..,.., ~-~-,-_,.,,--;;.....,...., _, .,..., ~. Date dictat~d ....---------~ 

1lhis document contajns n~ither reco1I1mendetipps Qor conclulli,;>ns of the FBI, It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
Y01,U' 13gem:w: jt and \ts pc;inien~s iµ-e 11,qt tq pe dist11ibµted outllilie your 13gency. . . · . 
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ME 44~1987 
~Jt,/acp · ! . 

Th• tollow1n, ~11vestigati<>n was co·nducted by 
ijA RAL~H J, LIEWEI\ and SA ROBERT w. GOODWIN at Memphis, 
te~nessee, <>~ April 5, U~68: 

,!• 

. ·. Mr~ .'QORDRA YO!\~, .JR., 1374 East Crestwood,•· . · 
Meniph ~• ,. T,nn~ssee, advii;led t~a t be is one of the . 011nijrs 
of tbe l<>i-k -~~-- Oo,-ipa:ny ::•t 162 Soq.th . ¥a in Stree-t, . Memphis, 
and he .dQ,s. not recall •~,•ing an inclividual come into·,1:the 
store. in the. •tternoon of -.tAP~i 1 4 » 1968 11 and purcbas~ 1~ 
pa~r qt.btnoc~~ars from Mr. RALPH CARPENTER, one ·of the 
sa les111en :at the f&tq:,;oe. .' · .. i .. . . · · 

, . , . if;. ,:tQRK statecl th"'t any money t·•k!n from such a 
cust9me~·-:WaµJa, _by this tbie h1ive been tr•nsf,r.red t~ .:the 
bank1,.ng •• i1isti ,utio~ used :'. .. 9.Y . th~ . s~ore. · 

!,~ •. ' . 

M,r. · YORK stated •:·1;h~t the. York Arnua, Coanpany ::does 
not ban-le the .,Repii,ngtc;,n!~Oll.-e''':t;faster model 760 rifle at 
this time and:;has not handled it f-or the past two- or three 
years. ' . He'. ati.1;," tba t the,• store.·· has two other 'branc::hes in 
the c,tty i1Jd,,he ie c;ertain -t·hait; neither of thet11e stoJ.!'es 
bas handled ,.t~tf:I particu!,~r-. 111ode;f'of Re111ington- r.i:tte:'-i,n 
the past 1sever~l years; ..,~we,ver; .to make sure he. wo~lcl, contact 
thes,," ster,.s and in the ,,vent-,.t.~•Y> h•d handled .th.is: 1r,ll 
~ece~t•,lY _,wq_~l~:n i~ed;ia te ~Y s-c~n-~act, '. the FBI. ' 

~r. ;"YORK advised that ~. Cl{ARLES GIBSON, a 
saleeDlarn for ,1;,he &Jtor•, 1s now o'1t of the stor~ and· 
unavailable f'or interview. He stated Mr. VERNON YORK 
ha111 left for\,:n ext,nded~~i;fishing ,~;rip in Florida. , ;'.; :::-i 

1

''. • Mr. HUGH BAD:t>L!:'Y, · 1537 North Parkway, Mempb:i.s, 
Tenneijsee( advised that he ·1s 'a: 'ct,rk in the York Arms 
pompJny, 182 Soutb Mai, Street. He advised that he 
recalls t~at sometime on the afternoon of April 4, 1968, 
salesman RAl,PH CARPENT:Jm went to the store's display 
window and brought back~ pair of bino~u~ars which.Mr. 
BAODLEY believes CARPEN.TJR ev~ntually sold to a cust9mer 
at that time. Mr. BADDLEY stated t;hat he does not recall 
t:tie customer a~d eannot descri.be him~ 
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l 

OLIVER REXALL DRUG STORE 
4115 HIGHWAY 51 S 
WHITEHAVEN, . TENNESSEE 

(This investigation pertains to the purcha~e 
of a Gillet"teshaving kit 9 which was abandoned 
by the Unknown Subject 9 and which was identi­
fied fl"om the price sticker appearing thereon 
as having come from the Oliver Rexall Drug 
Storie.) · 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

4/7/68 
Date -------,...--~--

Mrs. PEGGY BURNS, 4802 Rickard, telephone·· number 
397-0033, advised she is employed as a saleslady at the,· 
Oliver Rexall Drugl,itore in Whitehaven. Mrs. -BURNS stated that 

,.:she recalls sellin'g a Gillette shaving kit, which was .in a 
clear- plastic container, to a white man a little before noon_ 
on April 3, 1968. She stated that this shaving kit contained 
a safety razor, shaving lotion, shaving cream, hair tonic, 
and deodorant, which is all man~factured by the Gillette Company, 
and was in a clear plastic container,approximately four inches 
by six inches. 

Mrs. BURNS recalled that a white man· came ,into the 
Oliver Rexall Drugstore shortly before noon, April 3, 1968, and 
asked her for a razor. She said she pointed out where the . 
razors were·located in her store, and directed him to that area 
of the store..-. ~he_advised th~ white man walked down to this 
area, and picked·out the Gillette shaving kit, and brotig)it•it 
back to the cash ;':register, whete''she was located. : Mrs .. BURNS said 
she could not recall any other items which the-white· man'·' 
purchased ~!1/.:li~r store. She ~ci.uld not :ecall how he-·pa:i.'f.for 
this purchase; and did not recall anything he said while he was 
paying for the item~ 

·M:rs. BURNS stated that she got the impression from the 
white man's activities that he was ·a stranger in the area,, and 
she said slie·_ 49e~ not believe he has ever been in her s~ore .before • 

. She said she·is·sure that she·has·never seen him prior ·to the 
time he· app~oached berg and she furnished· the following'discription 
tor him: · ' · ,: · · ·•.•· ' · 

., 
Race:, 
Age:,' 
Height: , 
Weight: "' 

_fla~~,:, 

Eyes: -
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White 
45 
5 v 7vv 

:165 pounds 
Black - could not recall how 
he combed it or anything f~rther 
about his hair 
Color.unknown 

4/4/68··. ·. Memphis, Tennessee-· 44-1987·· 
On ------'-c---at ~--'------~-----'---File # ---'-.,,..,__-~---'---'------

SA ORVILLE V. JOHNSON / jms 4/6/68 
by -----~•: _____________ ~--'---Date dictated---------

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loa1'ed to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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Remarks: 
Dress: 

Had a.friendly smile 
Blue suit 

No further descriptive information recalled; recalled 
seeing no scars and marks. 

Mrs'~ BURNS said she got the impression that ·this 
man .was alone·, 1 and she believed he left the store by himself. 
She advised she could recall no further informa·tion regarding 
th;ls man's description or his activities while he was in her 
store. 
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