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BH 44=1740 
_JTA a,cb/epg 
1 

· JOHN MICHAEL KOPP 9 1420 35th Street, Ert/Slley 9 

Birmingham~ Alabam~ 9 employed as the manager of th~ Firearms 
Department 9 Long Lewis Hardware Store~ Be~~emer 9 Alab~ma 9 

viewed photographs of the following individu<Blls on .April 18~ 
1968: 

JOHN.OSCAR LUCK, Jefferson County Sheriffgs Office, 
#102955 9 Birmingham9 Alabama, photograph taken April 219 1962;: 

ROBERT CROSS9 Birmingham FBI #91-1803; 

CHARLES NEWMANT GAULT 9 Birmingham FBI #26=22408; 

ERIC STARVO GALT 1 true name JAMES EAJffL RAY; 

THOMAS fRANKLIN BRADY9 Birmingham FBI #26=22408; 

ERNEST GEORGE BLAND9 Birmingham FBI #44=1740; 

JAMES ROBERT LUKE, Atlanta Police Department 
#251309 9 photograph taken October 20 9 1967. 

After viewing photographs of the abov@ individu~ls» 
Mr. KOPP advis~d that he could not iden.t ify photograph of 
either of the above individuals as being the photograph of 
the customer who was in Long Lewis Hardw~re on l\farch 29 9 1968 
making inquiry concerning purchasing a high=powered rifle, 
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On 

by 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date _A_p_r_i_l_1_7_9_1_9_6_8 __ 

l 

A r®vi~w of r~c©rd~ of th® Exchang® S®~urity 
Bank

9 
Birmingham, d:i.:scl1t:N!~®d that on Sept®mbier 28 9 196'1 1 

ERIC S. GALT purch~~ed a bank draft #04012FPS 9 from th® 
Exchange Setn1Dri ty Bank O ~ Fiv® Points South Br~u1ch Off ic®. 

This dr~ft wa~ dat~d Septemb®r 28, 1967 9 made 
payable to Sup®rior Bil-,lk Film Company 9 in the amount of 
$337024 9 and was drawn on the City National Bank of 
New York 9 New York 9 · and authoriz®d.~ignature cont~ined 
thereon wa~ OOB SELLERSo Thi~ dr~ft did not contain ~ny 

/ ' 

/ EH1dorsement. _ · 

In th® ~w@nt the ~b~v® d©cument is t~ be 
introduc®d in court 9 a ~ubp©®~~ du~~~ tecum should be 
addre~sed to BOB CRADDOC~ 1 Exchange Se~urity Bankr 
Birmingham 9 Alabam~. 

4/16/68 at Birmingh~m 9 Al&=lllblt!U1ma File# 
BH 44=1140 

~r ... "•· ? SA ROBERT Jo YARNAti'.L ~ c~p 
'----~ I~ . 

4/17/68 
Date dictated 

This docume~t cont~ins neither recommendatioJ?,S n_or cqnclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and _its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date ___ A..,,__p_r_i_1_1_7_,9'--1_9_6_8_ 

1 

WAYNE RUSSELL~ A~~i~tant Auditor 9 Exchange 
Security Bank 9 Birmingham 9 Alab~m:a 9 advised that when 
a cu~tomer purchases a bank i:dlraft 9 the custom~r will 
fill out a requisition form or applicati6n 9 or may 
submit to the teller a piece of paper containing 
necessary informati©n for the preparation of a bialnk i:dlraft 9 

and tm t thirs will be sulbmi tted to a teller 9 who will 
then type out the original and two copies of t~e bank 
draft

9 
~nd will then have one of the bank officer~ 

sign the draft as the auth©riz®d ~igl!il®lt" o 

Th~ or ig:ilThta l_ dr~ ft ~llil<dl mlle ©@py wi 11 b@; 
return®@ to the @u~tom~r ~llil@ th~ ~~cond ©opy ~ill be 
retained by the balThk for th@ir re~ord~. The application 
or requisiti©n f@rm or pi®ce of paper handed t© the teller 
will then be destroyed at th@ end of the day. · 

On __ 4=/=l.,.,6=<--/=6=8 __ at --=B=i=r=m=i=n=g=h=a=m::::::..zcQ-=/A~l::.::.a:....:b=a~m=-a:..:._ __ File # -7 ------------

i • 

b SA ROBERT Jo YARNALL~~ap e> 4/17/68 Y ____ :__ __ _;__::__:..:._:__::_:_=-=-=-=-~------'~1--Date dictated ----------

This docume~t cont~ins neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned t 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 

0 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date _4_/_1_8_/_6_8 ____ _ 

WILLIAM DAVID PAISLEY, SR., 701 South 
48th Street, after viewing a photograph of ERIC 
STARVO GALT, said that there was a resemblance 
between this man :and the ERIC STARVO GALT who 
purchased PAISLEY' s 1966 white Mustang in August, 
1967. PAISLEY said he could not make a positive 
identification and added that the man in the photo~ 
graph has a fatter face than the ERIC STARVO GALT 
who bought the Mustang . 

• 

On 4/18/68 ~ Birmingham, Alabama File # BH 44=1740 

SAs ROBERT M~ BARRETT and 
by ___ W~ILL==IA~M_., _A~. _SA_U~C~IE_R~: _R_M_B~/_,jm_l_/~e_p-g __ Date dictated _4_/_1_8_/_6_8 ____ _ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conQ.l.us~ons of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your ~ncy. 
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FEDERAL BURf;AU OF INVESTIGATION 

4/18/68 ,pate _________ _ 

Mrs. WILLIAM DAVID PAISLEY, SR., 701 South 
48th Street~ after viewing photographs of ER.IC STAR.VO 
GALT, said she could not be sure if this is the man 
she observed buy a white 1966 Mustang from ~er husband 
in August, l967e She stat~d that her recollection of 
this man is admittedly vague as she paid no attention 
to him-, but, as best she could recall, the photograph 
of ERIC STARVO GALT did resemble the purchaser, except 
that the man in the photograph bas a fuller face than 
the purchaser and the hair in the photograph is too 
dark. She said the mouth and the nose in the pho1..o­
graph definitely remind her of the purchaser. 

0 4/18/68 Birmingham, Alabama BH 44-1740 n _______ at ------=----=---------File # ___________ _ 

SAs ROBERT M. BARRE'IT and 
by WILLIAM A,. SAUCIER: RMB/jm.1/epg D t d" d 4/18/68 
---------------------- a e 1ctate --. -------

This document contains neither recommendations nor oonolusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside'.f~ agency. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

WILLIAM DAVID PAISLEY, JRo, 701 ~outh 
48th Street, Birmingham, after viewing photograph~· 
of ERIC STARVO GALT, advised that the photograp~~ . 
showing GALT 9 s eyes as being shut resembles tb~ 
person known to PAISLEY as ERIC STARVO GALT 1 wbo: . 
purchased a 1966 white Mustang from PAJSLEY' s· fath~Jt'., · 
in August~ 1967. PAISLEY commented that it appefifet\t. 
GALT had put on some weight since PAlSI..EY h1;1.d ta~rt ·· . 
$een him. in August-, 1967, as GALTVs face in the photo,,. . 
graph appears fatter than w~at PAIS~Y recalls~ At~er· 
studying the photographs of GALT for Sfive:ral ni.:iav.~e~,~-.. _. •· · 
PAISLEY commented that the more he looked a't tQe. :p-\10.to~,- · .. 
graphs the more he believed that they wer«;;1 ide·nt;i·c,i,: .··· 
with the ERIC STARVO GALT who purchased the M~Eit~·n.:g,:•;: 

,' ,. 

PAISLEY added that he did not Wi$h to •Jk$ :· 
a positive identification at this time ba$ed on tt)e . ·· 
photographs, and stated he could probably m~ke ~- ~01~­
def inite identif icatioQ. if he could see GALT in .pefs<)g. 

On _4_/_1_8_/_6_8 __ at Birmingham 9 Alabama 

SAs ROBERT M. BARRETT and 
by WILLIAM A. SAUCIER: RMB/jml/epg · A/1 SJt::.0. 

Date dictated ~-""'..,.,., _., ~-·.....,.·· :.,,.."'9,;,., ..,._-.,;,,,.,,,..,.;,;,,,,;,,..,,.,._~ 

This docume~t cont~ins neither recommendatio~s n_or conclusi_ons of the FBI. It is the propert:y c;,f tpj! Fal iµip,•ii; foi:m~d ~(!! . 

your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed ,outside yourrency. . ·· . , . . :1 . . . - - . 
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l 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date --~4/~2_2~/_6_8 ___ _ 

Mrs. Jo D. (ELIZABETH) WEEKS, 2201 Pioneer Drive 9 

- was tnterviewed at her place of employment 9 Sears Roebu~k 9 

Vestavia Rills, Birmingham 9 Alabama 9 and stated that she is 
the sister of MARLIN c. MYERS, who owns the Continental 
Dance Studios, 7960 Crestwo~d-Boulevard, Birmingham 9 

Alabama. Mrs. WEE~S stated that she took dance lessons 
between September 12, 1967, and October 3, 1967, at the 
Friendship Club, Graymont Avenue,.Birmingham, Alabam.~ 9 on 
Tuesday evenings between 7:30 p.m. and 8:30 Pomo Mrse WEEKS 
a4vised that her brother and sister-in-law were tbe instructors 
at these dance lessons. Mrs. WEEKS advised that th® only 
reason she rec~lls an i~dtvidual named ERIC GALT attending 
dance lessons at the Friendship Club, is that her sister 9 

OOIU S LADNER, , ta ld her his :name.. Mrs 9 WEEKS advis~d from 
what she can recall o.f this individu:al 1 he spoke very litt'ie 
and did not mingle with the other studentso Mrso WEEKS 
advised she n~ver saw th,is individual in an :automobile and 
does not ~ecall if she ever saw him smokingo 

Mrs. WEEKS described this individual as follow~~ 

Race: 
Sex: 
,Age: 
Rai:f: 
Height: 
Weight: 
Build: 
Complexion: 

White 
Male 0 

Early 30 9 s 
Brown, crew-cut 
6' 
185 lbs .. 
Medium 
Medium 

,f 

Mrs. WEEKS advised she could not furnish any ~ddi= 
tional information concerning this individuals 

0 4/17/68 Birmi~gh~m, Alabama BH 44=1740 n _______ at --------------File#------~-----

SA PETER JOHN BODKlN:mfl 4/22/68 
by ----------------------Date dictated---------
This dqcument contains neitller recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
YO'\I? agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date ___ 4'-'--/-"'1=9_,__/-"6..c:=8----,-, __ _ 

MARLIN c. MYERS, Owner, Continental Dance Studios, 
7960 Crestwood Boulevard, stated he is positive ERIC GALT 
took dance lessons at Continental Dance Studios, New Orleans, 
Louisiana, in 1964, under the na~e of ERIC s. GALT; 

MYERS stated Continental Dance StudiQs, New Orleans, 
Louisiana, did not have any employees and the turnover i~:dan~e 
instructors was very rapid. MYERS furnished the following 
names of dance instructors who possibly were at Continental 
Dance Studios, New Orleans, Louisi~na, during 1964, but 
cannot furnish their addresses: 

FRANK DESIMO;NE, New Orleans, Louisiana 

JANET KISER, possibly married to DES_IMONE 

MARCUS FELOS, address unknown 

SANDRA BANKSON, Telephone No. 945-4612 

MYERS stated that FRANK DESIMONE would pqssibly be 
able to furnish current addresses for the above dance instru~­
tors and names and addresses of other dance instructors. 

MYERS stated the only student he c~n recall is one 
ORLENA MILLER, who owns a costume shop on Drier Street, New 
Orleans, LQuisiana, and is a very good friend of JIMM GARRISON. 

MYERS stated that all ~ance instructors were paid 
by checks drawn on the Whitney Bank, New Orleans, Louisiana. 

MYERS stated that Mrs. LOUELLA LUTZ would possibly 
have records for Continental Dance Studios, containing names 
and addresses of all dance instructors, employed at Continental 
Dance Studios, New Orleans, Louisiana, during 1964. 

On _..,..,4.,_,./-=1=6...,_/__,,6=8'--_at -~B~i=r'"-"m=i=-cn=g=h=a=m=---, --'A=l=a=b=a=m=a~--F ile # Bil 44 ... 17 40 

by __ SA"'-"--,,,__PE=T=E=R--=J-=O=HN=-=B=O=D=K=I=N-"-:4.j-=b-=-t-------Date dictated ___ 4_/_1_9_-/_6_8 __ _ 

This docume~t cont~ins neither recommendatiot?-s n_or conclusi_on13 of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distnbuted outside your agency. · 

13 

-

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



r 

l 

BH 44=1740 

In conne~tion with tbe above information 
furni~h®d by Mr. MARLIN C. M.YERS 9 Continental Dance 
Studios, Birmingham9 to the effect tnat he believed 
subjectj who was then known as GALT 9 had taken dance 
lessons at th@ Continental Dance Studio 1 N~w Orleans9 
Louisiana 1 during 1964, it is pointed out th&l!.t 16/Xt@n:liilive 
investigation conducted at New Orleans revealed no such 
record of attendance by GALT during 1964 or during any 
other year e 

1.4. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date __ 5/_8_/_6_8 _____ _ 

, JAMES Wa BROWNv Route 1, 
Box 116=B 9 Re:t(Q)!"w 9 AJ.ab~nuiJ. 9 ?lll.J.vised th:ro.t he was ~e:nte:nced 
to the Mi~:siouri State Penitentiary 9 Jefferson City 9 Missouri, 
in April of 1960 and w~s relea~ed o:n Ju:ne 15, 19£5e He 
stated that he knew JAMES EARL RAY while h~ was ·in prison 
~nd first met him. ~ometime i:n 19~3e He stated that he had 
been ill'll group:s wlm~re I:Uty was talking o:n several occasioi:ns 
and had t£lked to ·bim pe:Jri§'\Oll'llally a f~w times e 

BROWN si!rmt't6d t'b.£t MY made the statement that he 
was glad wb.e:n JOHN .:F .. KENNEDY W<tiJ,S killed 9 and had made S©me 
statemeIDrfts at this time to the effe~t 8vThiil!,t is ©n~ 11 Nigger 1 -

l©vill'.ll.g S.,0.,B., th&t g@t shoteg\) He stated that RAY did not like 
Negiroies iil!,11.'ild thiil!,t during th®J time MARTIN LUTHER KING was leading 
some of his dem©ll'.llstr~tions alllld this information was being 
published in the newspapers 9 RAY used to curse KING and the· 
Negroese The Dews of the dem©nstrations and marches used 
to aggravate him considerably$ He stated that RAY ma.de the 
statement that KENNEDY was running the country and especially 
in the racial field~ and that IU,RTIN LUTHER KING could get 
the Federal Government t@ d© anything he wanted them t@., 
BROWN further advised that he had heard some prison rumors 
that RAY w&~ supposed t@ have killed three Negroes while he 
was _in the Mis:souri St<tl),te P~lmitenti<tll,ry" 

BROWN advised that sometime in the Fall of 1963p 
RAY made the statement that he was going t@ get MARTIN LUTHER 
KING when he got @ut. He stated that he he~rd him say something 
about COOLEY (phonetic) @r COOLEY 1 S organization would pay 
$10»0ij0o00 t@ have KING de~d& He stated that he could furnish 
no further i:nformation coricerning this and RAY did not mention 
it again in his pre~ence e ·· 

BROWN further <tiJ,dvised that RAY seemed t@ have a 
sufficient :supply of JIJ¥sc»ney :ro.l!ild that he gambled with the 
other co:nvict~ continuously in the pris@n y~rd. The convicts 
used chip~ m~de from bottle cap~ or gambled for cigarett~s 
and they would ~ettle,,threir gambling losses at th~ end rg,f t);le 
month.,. He stmi.ted that RAY illlldi@~ted at one time that he got·_ 

On 4/30/68 t Reforml) Almb~~ F"l # BH 44=1740 a ---,--~---'---'----'---'-------- 1 e __________ _ 

by SA CLARENCE Eo WRIGHT~bal Date dictated __ 5_/_G_/_G_S ____ _ 

This docume~t cont~ins neither recommendatio~s n_or conclusions of'i~FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside ycror''ll:gency. 
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~ ch~ck or m@ney regul~rly fr©m ~@me sourc@ ©l!il the outside. 
He st~ted th~t RAY did drink some ~nd he h~d d~t®cted ~lcohol 
on his bre~th on different occ~si@nsc The convict~ m&de 
whiskey in th® prison &nd ~©m~ ©f the gu~rds sold whiskey 
to the co:n:inrict~ ~lrsos He stIB1ted there w~s a lot of nuc.otics 
piilJ,ssed ~rouIJHd i@ th~ :pris«:m imlffid th~ gu~rds would bring some 
©f it :i.n IB1nd s@m® c.0Jf it w~s beil!ilg brought in by visitors e 

He never h~d ~ny pers@n~l knowledge that RAY u~ed n~rcotics. 
He was unable to n~me ~ny specific guard th~t sold contr~b~nd 
to the convict~i h@wever 9 he did s~y that ©ll.le gu~rd was caught 
sellilllg contr~bim1!lldl to the ©©nvicts in 1962 or 1963 ~nd was 
f iredo )ale rsit$1.t®d th~t RAY did t~lk t© one p:ffi.rtic1J.lar gu~rd a 
lot ; lhi~wever ~ he d©~s rmt remem:ber the gu~rd u is llll~ime., 

BROWN st~ted th~t he h®.s n©t seel!ll RAY ~i.!tilce he left 
prison and has n6 ide~ where he might h~ve go1!lleo He st~ted 
that RAY had t~lked $1.bout tunll.lelling out of priso~ &nd going 
to Virgil!ilia and hitting in a cave.. He .he:.ei,rd RAY ~~Y th$1.t re: 
had a large supply 1·'of guns befo?'e he w&s iIDJ. pri~©ID. a@d heard 
him mention~ subm~chine guno The @nly foreign c©untry he 
ever heard &,4iJ,,Y menti@n wa1.s Liberi.~ 9 Africa1. 9 al!ild MY rs:tIB1ted 
that he ha1.d. ~ brother=il!il=lia1.W W@lfkillllg there &nd tha1.t h~ W®,S 

muing ~ l@t @f money. · 

BROtfN ~dvised th~t R,iY w~s l!l\Ot too friiS>ltildly;; 
however 9 he would tiilk in groups., RAY told BR tlm®-t 
he had been ill Birming~~ 9 Ala1.b~a, and that 
stated!. that Birmi~glliam W:iit,ial ~ g@@d town t© steal im.., He 
never discussed hi~ p~:st life in BROWN~s preseJtAce IB1nd BROWN has 
n.o idea whel"~ RAY 1$1 fr<0m ©r a1.nything ab©ut his familyo 

VALENTI is believed to be from Ba.to~ R@uge 9 

Lcmisiana &ml BROWN believes he is still in J,iA'JU:!>©n,. VALENTI 
talked about Mexico~ lot ~nd c@uld spe~ Spani~ho RAY 
stated one .time th~t hew~ going to vilsSlit a friend of his 
and VALENTI~s {thi~ friend 9 ial name unkn@wn) who WiilJ,S rele&~ed 
from pri~@n and got married ~nd it is believed t~at he i~ ~un­
ing a c~fe neiilJ,r Moberly~ Mi~~©urio 

ij
0TICKq0 WILSON, who w~s killed while in Mi~~@uri 

State PriSOIDlo 

J'OHNNY JOijNSON 9 who is frll)m the Kansa~ City ~rea 
and is beli~vmt@ be still in pris@n as hew~~ serving~ 
twenty=ye$1.r senten~e~ 

-
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RICHARD BEEMAN 

(FNU} MAYBERRY 9 fr©m West Plains 9 Miss©urie 

BROWN was sh©Wll a C©py ©f 1.0. 4182 and he ~tated 
that th~ c~®ter pi~ture l©©k~ exactly like he remembered him 
in pris©® a®d the other pictures resemble him als@. 

17 

- --- - -- - -------·~----------~ 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date __ M_a~y_· ._8_,_1_9_6_8 ___ _ 

1 

JAMES W. BROWN@ 305 3outh E@.~t Street, Talladega 1 

A.l@.b~m@ 9 wa~ reinterviewed an@ furnished the following 
informlal.tio.n: 

Be w~s re~ently i@terviewed and furnished ~11 
the inf©Ematiofill f;© his kfillowledge as to his as.,rsociation 
with JAY!ES EARL RAYe As to the information he furnished 
concerning the fact that he heard RAY rem&irk that thie 
Cooley org@.ni~ation would pay $10,000 to get :MARTIN LUTHER 
KING killed 9 ~nd he was going to kill KING upon his release, 
he S@.id there were at l~ast three person~ whom he can 
re~~ll wh© were present on this date and heard RAY make 
this statement. He said they were JOHNNY VALENT!, NOONIE 
EDEN (phonetic} 9 and CHESTER EALEY (phonetic). He said 
he believes these three persons are still in prison in 
Missouri. He said this statement was made by RAY dQring 
the latter part of 1963. He said he would testify to 
this information. 

He said he has no idea as to the identity of 
the Cooley organization and has never heard this organi­
zation mentioned by anyone other than RAY on this one 
occasioii:to 

On _5_/_3-/_6_8 ___ at __ T_a_l_l_a_d_e_g_a_lJ_A_l~a_b_1ai_m_a ___ File # __ B_H_4_4_-~1_7_4_0~----

5/6/68 SA JOSEPH T. LANDERS:cap/bss 
by ----------------------Date dictated---------

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of tili@}3I. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your4lg'E!hcy. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

-Date ----,_M_a..;:.y_l_5-'9C---1_9_6_8 __ _ 

JAMES Wo BROWN 9 305 East Street 1 Tall~dega 9 Alabama, 
w~s i@terviewed at the Reh~bilit~tion Celllter, T~lladega, 
and furnished the following~ 

BROWN e@ter~d the Mi~sour~ State Pelr!itentiary 9 _ 

J~fferson City 9 ~issouri 9 @lll March 25 9 1960 9 after having 
been convicted in K~llls~s City» Missouri, f@r murder tUll.d . 
receiving a twe.nty-year sentenceo ,- He stayed 0 inside the I 
w~lls~~ at Jefferso,n City until February 9 1964 9 · when he was 
tra@sferred to a btalll~h of the Penitenti~ry System at 
Fordl~@d 9 Mi~souri. 

Duri@g his imprisonment» BROWN ~~came acquainted 
with one JOHNNY ULANTI (ph@nertic) • VELA.NT! had told BROWN 
tlblat VELANTJ!: lbl~d s©me relativeSll in Baton Rouge 9 Louisiana,, 
and VELANTI w~s· serving a twenty-year sentence after being 
convicted in. Kansas City~ Missouri 9 for robbery. V LANT!: 
had also claimed t@ BROWN that when he was arrested by 
the Kansas City P@lice Department he 9 VELANTl, had in 
his possession the name of a notorious Kansas City gangster, 
which h~d been given to VELANTI by a New Orleans friend. 
VELAN'l"l did l!ilot idel!ltify either of these two names~ but 
claimed he was questio.ned 00 thoroughlyj)j) by the Kansas City 
Police Departme.nt about this name VELA.NT! had in his · 
possession. 

BROWN claimed he and VE.LANT! became good friends, 
during this time a.nd ~©metime in either November or 
December 9 1963 9 through VELANTI 9 BROWN met JAMES EARL RAY, 
another inmate ~t the penitentiary" This meeting took 
place in the prison yard at a time shortly after the 
assassinati@lll of President KENNEDY. At the time of the 
meeting 9 R.l\Y wars in:volved in a poker game and VELA.NT! 
told BROWN that he» VE.LANT! 9 was 121, persoJtUhl friend of 
RA.Y's, who was d©i@g twenty years' f©r robbery. VELANTI 
introduced RAY to BROD as '~JAMES RA"Ygg ~nd told BROWN 
that everyone called him ggRAY o vv Later 9 at an unrecalled 
time 9 VELANTJI: told BROWN th.at be, VELA.NT!, had klllown nRAY" 

5/9/68 Talladeg~ 9 Alab~ma BH 44-1740 On _______ at ______________ File#------------

SA ROBERT Mo BARRETT and 
SA WILLIAM Ao SAUCIER/ RMB:hss 5/14/68 

by ------~---------------Date dictated---------

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency·; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your f9cy. 
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in Atlanta 9 Georgia 9 and that they {VELANTI and RAY) had 
committed a robbery in Atlanta together0 BROWN cl~imed 
VELA}lj"'TI had told him that VELAMT! and RAY had. robbed a 

@il comp~uJJ.y ~J::»mllt midl!il:iglbrt after having watched it for 
abo1ULt a week·. VELAMTI a,i,lso told BROWN that VELANTI·\?s wife 
and three childrel!il w~re then 9 1963 or early 1~64, living 
in Atl~ul!ta and thlBlt VELAN'.lr'I ijf/Sl oldest son had been killed 
in l&IDl a1ULtomobile ~©©ident in early 1964. Aoout tltMt t time, 
early 1964~ VELAM~r'I 0 s wi.fe quit writing to him an.d WLAN'l'l 
tried to get ~he Catholic Chaplain to col!iltact his wife in 
an effort to have her resume writing. BROWN also recalled\ 
that VELANTI had told him he was serving a sentence for 
the rp~@~ry of a Kans~s City hotel. BROWN and VEL£NTI 
had b@~h been in the same jail at Kansas City, Missouri~ 
at,the ~ame time but were in different tanks and did not 
actually meet until trhey got to prison. 

BROWN stated be was present during about t9ree 
or four conversations between VELANTI and RAYi but that 
BROWN and RAY never had any detailed conversation of any 
kind. BROWN recalls in one of these converisations in late 
1963 RAY said to VELANTI that he 9 RAY, was going to escape 
from the "pen ~i and that RAY knew a "guy .named COOLEY'~ who 
could hide RAY where no one could find him. BROWN claimed 
that RAY aJLso stated that COOLEY would pay $10,000 t«> anyon~ 
who would kill MARTIN LUTHER KIMG. In other conversationst 
BROWN recalled RAY talking about tunnelling cmt 'of the 
penitenti~rY» i.f he bad to 1 and going to Liberia where RAY 
claimed he h~d iBl lbr@ther-in-law living, who watS ''making 
good mol!lley0 rn, BRO\ffi' recalls that at &Another time~ in 
discussing the as~a~sin~tion of President KENNEDY» VELAMTI 
stated he did not believe anyone should kill the President 9 

to which RAY said that he, RAY, would h~ve done it himself 
if he had had the chf!liln!Ce and that KENNEDY ffiwa~ nothing but 
a dam»1 C~tholic. ~ff According to BROWN 9 RAY often expre~~ed 
bis hatred for Catholics an.d Negroe~$ 

BROWN also recalls RAY,claiming he knew where a 
cave was located in Virgioin, wher0 iAV could hide upon 

, his escape, BROWN be]::! evf>S i:h:r., i one! o:f t. he prisoners who 
cwerheard some of thcs;o C(;l!versa t ions wns nNOONEY EDEN. 1

' 
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BROWN claims t,bat VELAN'TI told BROWN on mQre 
than o.ne occasion th&l t RAY had killed three Negroe~ ~~ · 
the penitentiary with a 11:s:hivq' (k.ni.fe). BEOWN cla;l.~e4 
he did not know the detiiiiils concerning these alleged 
killingso 

BROWN beli.ieve:s he once told RAY that he (BJtQ\YN). 
was from Alabama and. rec(!Jllls RAY stating that Binning)Ul."1 . . 
was a good towlll to steal in and that RAY ha,d once ~iole a 
car in Birmingham before he wa$ arrested in l{ansas City, • . · 
BROliN 'lltJa~ of the opinion that ~AY;, at the time he "~t -ht"1,·· · · 
was living in 'gen Hall and was working in the lic(:)D~';il · 
_plate pl~nt, BROWN further $tated he be11reved RAY wa• 
left=haru:ied 9 smoked Winston cigarettes~ wal~ed pigeon""'to~f~: 
and bad ~ Zippe lighter wtth the initials "J .ij," sep.-tch•tf: 
on it. 

BROWN claims he knows of no lotte:ry qr gamt?:tiDJ · .. · 
operation conducted by VELANTI in which RAY took an ac."tti.ve 
part& 

BROWN stated he would cooperatE.\' with t·be !'BJ ;j.J 
any way possible a,nd was doiµg so, not for any ·fewaJ'Q, 
but because he felt he should. 
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Confidential source 11 whose ::reliability has 
not been established, advi•ed that he was received in 
the Missouri State Penitentiary during September, 1965, 
and was immediately placed in quarantine for a thirty ... d,ay 
observation period which is required of all new prisoners 
and thereafter he was assigned to Cell 188, Tier #8, 
J 0 Hall 9 and scheduled to work in the carpenter shop. 
In this connection, the source stated that there is 
only one inmate to a cell and that the Missouri Stat~ 
Penitentiary has five,halls within the prison wall wnieµ 
house prisonel'So 

The source said tbat while in J. Hall,, durtng 
November 9 1965 3 he first became acquainted with JAMES 
EARL RAY 3 who was already assigned to J Hall and whQ 
worked daily in J Hall as a ''Walk Boy$" The sou:rce 
explained that the dutif;'s o:f; JAMES EARL RAY af;! a uwalk 
Boy 11 were to take O:fder:s for cigarettes, gum, c;:indy, etc., 
which could be pur©hased within the prison and to b~ing 
hot water for shaving and instaµt coffee to the inm~t~s, 
The source added that JAMES EARL RAY was the o'11Y "Wallt 
Boy" in ,J Hall and :further tbat he was f:ree to contact 
any inmate and could move throughout the ball fre~ly. 
He pointed out that this was RAY's only duty in the 
hall and that he co~ld remain inside du.rtng working 
hours» having no other assignments. 

Tbe source said that his first conversation 
with RAY took pla©e when ?tA,Y observed him reading a 
Birmingham s 1Ua.b~ma ~0Post ... He:rald" newspaper which he had 
a subscriptio~ to while in prison. The sour~e advised 
that RAY asked him on this o~casion :j.f he was fron1 the 
State of Alabama to which he replied he was from Walke~ 
County, AlabamaQ RAY said to the source that he knew 
where Walker County, Alabama, was located a~d further 
that this was a dry county, serving no alcoholic beverages, 
which gave the source the impression that RAY knew what 
he was talking about, especially since he mentioned 
beer joints like the All State Tavern, another beer joint 
which .source believed was Rose's Place and Riverview Cafe. 
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RAY said that.he hated visited or :stayed in the Birmingham, 
Alab~ma~ area in the past; however, RAY never mentioped 
any associates, acq~aintances, friends, relatives or 
employments in the.State of Alabama. The source advised 
that this c«:mveli:'sation ended with MY asking him. i,f he 
could h~ve his Birmingham, Alabama, "Post=Heraldn 
newspaper when he finished reading them each day, w'.qich 
was agreeable to source. The source advised there aft.er 
RAY would come by his cell each evening and pick up 
his n~wspaper which he would place between the cell tars. 

The source :said that RAY never discussed h,is 
family nor did he ever indicate from which part of the 
United States he came from, but the source believed tnat 
RAY was from the southern part of the United States only 
because RAY never indicated where he was from, coupled 
with his interest in a southern newspaper. 

The source stated that he personally gave RAY 
hi:s present home address and telephone number on one 
occasion, telling RAY to stop by his home sometime if 
and when he ever gpt released from prison and they would 
have a drink or two together. The source pointed out 
that RAY di~ not ask him for his address or telephone 
number and that he merely furnished this to RAY knowiQg 
that he was doing a 20 year prison sentence and more than 

~likely he would never ~gain see RAY after he left prison. 
He stated that wnen h@ gave RAY his address and telephone 
number, RAY replied vvnon vt be surprised if I call you up 
sometime;' and thereafter placed this piece of paper in 
his pocket. 

The source said that RAY was a very quiet 
individual, soft spoken, calm, clean, never laughed 9r 
enjoyed a good story, solemn face, and ~em~ined to 
himself most of the time .. The source advised that be would 
often see RAY in the prison yard and on occasion attempted 
to strike up a conversation with RAY, but he never appeared 
interested so the source gave up trying to make conversation 
with F.AY .. 

The source said that the only topic which would 
arouse RAY's interest was the subject of money. The source 
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stated that on one occasion during a conversation with 
.RAY, RAY said ggOne of these days if I ever get out 
of here I am goin~ to make myself a bm.1ch of money e u 

When :source asked how he intended doing this~ RAY 
replied he had contacts and there are more ways of 
making money than robbing bankso Source then asked 
R.AY what his plan wasi, to which RAY replied "The 
Businessmenws A:ssociatio~ has offered $100jOOO~OO 
for killing MAR'l'IN LUTHER' KING and hevs five years 
past due .. n The source stated he then asked RAY 
what the Businessmen's Association was: to which RAY 
replied ~1 I dong t know but I will find out~" The 
source added that this was the first and last tim\e 
RAY ever mentioned MARTIN LUTHER KING nor did he 
ever again mention the Businessmen's Association 
in his presence .. 

The source said that RAY told him that he 
always worked alone and therefore limited the 
possibility of being caught and said iv1 have got a 
place picked out where I can hide~" never mentioning 
where the place was located. 

The source stated there was a prison 
cigarette lottery going on almost daily in J Hall 
and that RAY was involved in this lottery, delivering 
wagering tickets a.s weli a:s picking these up and would· 
deliver the winnings to inmates each nights He 
:said there were two separate lotteries in J Halls One 
lottery was rtm by two inmates named JOHNNY VALENTI 
and another individual from St& Louis, Missouri, name 
unknown. The :s«::n:n.rce described this indi vid!ual as a 
white male, It~lian$ age 43 to 46 1 dark complexion with 
g1.mshot wound in face and nicknamed 9nDago. 11 The 
source said the other lottery in J Rall was run by 
an individual nicknamed "Boston 11 F~ who was doing a 
20 year sentence and described him as a white male, 
45 years of age, very short and occupied either cell 23, 
24 or 25 on the flag in J Hall, meaijing the first floor. 

The source said that he did not like VALENTivs 
wagering odds so he always placed his wagers with the 
individual nicknamed 99Bostone 11 The source stated that 

_,._,.-,. !11')1 ,.fl! 
l«t .• ·:: 

-----------. . 
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RAY would alw~ys h~ndle the wagers since he could 
talk to iilll!ilY inmates :in the c@llblock and wa.s reim.bursed 
by JOHNNY VALEN'11 I and "Boston~Q for this service® 
source estimated that there were approximately two 

,, dozen lotter:i.es being operated in the Mi:ssou:r State 
Perd tent:lary, which ~onsisted of five sep8al.rate halls 
housing the p:risonerse 

~---

The source advised that he never saw ~~y 
run JrUtrt~otics or h:am.dle contraband at any time raind on 
one occasion RAY showed him. his a1·m.s to prove that he 
had never been addicted to narcotics0 The source added 
that he never observed RAY with any large sums of 
money. 

The source advised that there was an 
organization being operated at the Missouri State 
Penitentiary by the inmates and this organization was 
called 1~cooley w s Organization.'' The source said that 
this was a protection and enforcer organization and that 
whi.le en route to the Missouri State Penitentiary he 
first became aware that such an or'ganization existed. 
The source advised that he was at one time lodged at 
the County Jfa:i,l i.n Springfield, Mis1,9ouri, for several 
months and became acquaixi.ted with a prisoner ,J (F'NU) CRAIG, 
whom he described as a 00four time lo:ser ~ n The source 
said that CRAIG has a brother who is a detective on the 
Springfield Police Depa~tment and that CRAIG had 
previously :served timt!;ll at Missouri State Penitentiary 
and was being returned to this penitentiary~ The source 
said that when CRAIG learned that he also was en route 
to the Missouri State Penitentiary, CRAIG advised him 
to join the Cooley's Organization at the Missouri State 
Penitentiary since he would need to get along with 
other prisoners and be being a membe:r of thi:s organization, 
he would obtain ~0:spee]ial favors .. Qf The source said that; 
CRAIG informed him that the Cooley's Orgar.l.iz!':ltt:i.on would 
settle :Bi,ny grievances he may have while at Missouri State 
Penitentiary against other prisoners and that this was 
a very powerful organization, having influence with guards 
and ©ould even ll for a price, arrange 011a murder* vi 
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The source advised th:at· after his release from. 
quarantine, he ~g~in observed CRAIG 9 who was then working 
in the mess hall at the Missouri State Penitentiary. 
The source advised tha~ he then approached CRAIG and 
told CRAIG that he d®sired to join the Cooleyrs 
Org~nization and at this time gave him a $10.00 canteen 
book, pointing out that the membership fee to join the 
Cooley~s Organization was $10.00 and that this membership 
fee woul<d make an inmate a paid up member as lonr,, as he 
was in prisono The source advised that CRAIG told him 
that he would obtain his membership for him and the same 
night JAMES EARL RAY came to his cell and gave him :a 
card saying 91:He:re is your ca1~d ~" :and nothing else, and 
therefore he always felt that BAY was a member of the 
Cooleyvs Organization since he was so trusted. However, 
RAY never said to him that he was a member nor did he 
ever ask him. 

The source said that his membership card was 
type written with his name on it and had the heading 
9'Membership Cooley vs Club. 11 The source said that this 
membership ~ard was like a credit card and it could 
get an inmate credit on purchases of candy and other 
sundries but could not be used for credit purposes on 
lotteries. 

The source advised that he had two or three 
differences with prisoncers over wagers while in J Hall 
and upon getting no satisfaction, he personally m:mta©ted 
CRAIG in the mess hall at which time he displayed to 
CRAIG his memberslhdp card and filed his grievance with 
CRAIGo The SOUl'Ce? stated that CRAIG informed him. that 
he would handle this complaint; however, the fee for 
handling his g~ievance was 50% of what was due a 
prisoner. Th® source added that subsequently RAY 
appeared at his cell in J Hall with his share of the 
cigarettes collected from his grievance. 

The source stated that CRAIG was later transferred 
from the mess hall to the Church Farm, which is located 
outside the prison wall at Missouri State Penitentiary0 
The source said that prior to CRAIG's departure 1 CRAIG 
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contacted him. and instructed h:bn who to :see in the 
future to take complaints should he have any 
additional grievances. At this point, the source 
pointed out that most grievances would be placed 
either at the mess hall or tbe prison yard, noting 
that only during these periods of time all the 
inmates from different halls could talk with each 
othere The source adqed that he was unable to 
furnish any description of name of the individual 
he w2s instructed to contact in the mess hall after 
the departure of CRAIG since he had no further 
complaints and was subsequently transfer~ed to the 
Renz Farm, whi©h is also located outside the prison~ 

The source stated that the Cooley's 
Organization was operating when he arrived at the 
Missour State Penitentiary and was still doing business 
when he departed and he felt that this operation had 
been started and maintained by old .cons who are now 

·trusties and who reside in A Hall, which is the trusties' 
barrackse He added th~t he personally feared the power 
of the Cooley's Organization as did other inmates and 
in his opinion, he personally felt they could 
render retaliation regarding him if they became aware 
that he gave information concerning their organization. 

The source said that during the time RAY 
was assigned to J Hall~ he had attempted an escape 
which was unsuccessful and thereafter he never saw RAY 
again sin<C;e MY was not retux'ned to J Hall and he 
later went to Renz Farm* He .said that while at Renz 
Farm he did hear that RAY su~cessfully escaped from 
the Missouri State Penitentiary by hiding himself in a 
b:red truck .. 

The source was asked if there ever circulated 
at Missouri State Penitentiary a rumor concerning the 
killing of three Negro inmates and if RAY's name was 
ever mentioned as a suspect or being involved in these 
killings. The source said that he did learn that when 
prison authorities first tried to integrate the prisoners, 
four white men with pillowcases over their heads waited 
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for five Negro prisoners to enter the shower room on 
one occasion and stabbed thr~e of the Negroes to 
death 9 wounded a fo1Ul:rth and the fifth escaped® He 
said that at no ti,me d.id he hear any r-umor that RAY 
was involved in these killings. 

The sour©e said that the inmates located 
in J Hall at the time he was also lodged there and who 
c;,:ould possibly furnish additional information concet>ning 
RAY we1"'e (FNU) SPRATT, cell 187 11 and GENE (LNU), t!ell 
190.j) who escaped by overpowering a guard and taking 
his unitorm; however•, this individual was successfully 
apprehended and returned to Missouri state Penitentiarye 
Source advised t,hat a~other inmate ,name unknown, who 
occupied cell 190, w~s a lottery player. Another 
inmate 9 n~me unknown, nicknamed i'cowboy," was a hall 
tender in charge of convicts in~ Hall. 

This source was displayed numerous photographs 
of JAMES EARL RAY and advised that all photographs bear 
~ close resemblance to RAY; however, he specifically 
identified the photograph of JAMES EARL RAY takeij at 
the Missouri. State Penitentiary during the time he was 
incarceratede The source said that he would have no 
difficulty in identifying RAY should he ever see him 
again, even if he attempted to disguise is identity; 
giving as his reasons that RAY was definitely "slough=' 
footed ~f and his toes pointed out noticeably when he 
walked causing his heels and soles to wear down on the 
outside edgeso He has a prominent cleft on his chin, 
which is noticeabl(:1 and remarked that RAY liked his 
booze and that'he .had the impression from talking with 
him. that he was a heavy drinkere The source also 
added that in his opinion from his knowledge of RAY in 
prison that he. thought RAY had a normal sex life. 

The source advised that the only other person 
that he knew that RAY might hav~ been closely associated 
when in prison was a full=blooded Indian prisoner who 
was the barber in J Hall but whose n,:i:'ame he could not 
recall. The source sta·ted that he definitely had not 
been contacted by RAY since he has been released from 
prison, which was May 3 ~ 19.67, and stated that he would 
notify the Birmingham FBI Office if RAY ever attempted 
to contact him in any way or· manner in tbe future. 

28 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



02 (Rev. 4-1~~64) • 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date ---'4..,_/..,.2,._,,,0',J./__,,6=8L.._ ___ _ 

Mr. PETER CHE~PES, OWner 9 Economy Rooming House, 
2806 Highla.rnd Avenue~ Birmingham., was given two photographs 
of ERIC STARVO GALT and after carefully-studying these 
photographs for several minutes, stated, "I believe this is 
ERIC GALT who resided at my rooming house. The phptographs 
bear a very close resemblance to him; however, I can 9 t be 
sure unti 1 I seen him in person. 11 

On-~4~L~1=8~L~6=8=-_atBirmingham, Alabama File # _ __;B=H=---4=--4:::r..._--=1=7:.,.,_;4=-.:0=------

by SA WILLIAM A. SAUCIE,...,R.__,~'--djµ.b,__,t._____ ____ ~-Date dictated -----=4:.L/..,:::l:.::c9.L/....:::6....:::8~---

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 29 
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1 Date _4_/_2_0_/_6_8 ____ _ 

Mr. HERBERT KELLY advised that he is employed-as a 
cook at the Economy Roo~ing House 9 2608 Highland Avenue, Bir­
mingham, and that he was employed at this house during tµe period 
August 26 9 1967, through October 7, 1967. 

Mr. KELLY advised that during this period of time he 
prepared and served the morning and evening meals and was 
acquainted with most of the tenants. He said that he did 
remember a guest by the na~e of ERIC GALT who resided at the 
Economy Rooming House and particularly recalled that he occupied 
Room 14, and was always late fo~ breakfast. 

Mr. KELLY was giveµ two photograph~ of ERIC STARVO 
GALT and after carefully studying these photographs far 
several minutes, stated, "I believe these photographs of 
GALT are identical with the ERIC GALT who resided at this 
rooming house. These pictures bear a very close resemblance 
to him.n 

Mr. KELLY stated that he would not make a posit~ve 
identification pointing out that he desired to vlew GALT in 
person before making such an identification. 

On _.....,4""'/_.1...,.8"'"/--"6=8'-----_at Birmingham, Alabama File # _B_H_4_4~-.,_1_7_4_0 ____ _ 

by SA WILLIAM A. SAUCIER :.ibt :l,n.._ 4/19/68 -----=--=--====---~--==-=-==c...s.....t.=..:::__ ____ ~,,L. T,..fUate dictated 

This documeD;t cont~ins neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is l d t 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. oane 0 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



,,..-~-

I • 

--

= EFT 
,_ 

~02 (Rev. 4 ":-1:·, - • 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date Ma! 102 1968 
l 

PETER CHERPES, Owner of the Economy Rooming Ho~~®, 
2608 Highland Avenu~, Birmingham, Alabama, was ~how~ a 
photograph of JAMES EARL MY, which photograph had b®®lffi 
taken during the re~id~nce of RAY in Los Angeles, C~lifornia, 
d~ring late 1967 and early 1968. CHERPES, without he~itation, 
d~f ini tely id~ntified thi~ photograph as beililg a photog:ir&ll.ph 
~f a per~on known to CHERPES a~ ERIC S. GALT, who resid~d 
at CHERPES v rooming hou.sre from August 26, 1967, through 
approximately Oct@b~r 7, 1967. CHERPES said this photo= 
gr~ph of JAMES EARL RAY was the best likenes~ of them~~ 
known to CHERPES as ERIC S. GALT that CHERPES had~@®~ t© 
dat®. 

On 5/6/68 at _ __,B=i=r=m=i_,,,n...,g,,,,h=a=m~9~A=l=a::;:,.b=a=m=a'-------_File # BH 44.., 11. 7 40 

SAgS ROBERT Mo BARRETT & 

'· 

WILLIAM /A & SAUCIER RMB:cap 0/$/®8 
by ----------------------Date dictated---------

This docume~t cont~ins neither recommendatiol!-s n_or conclusio~ ~f the -FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; 1t and its contents are not to be distributed outsic!W'~u?' a"geiSY - .. ....,l . ' 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date __ M_a_,y'----1_0--"--, _1_9_6_8 __ _ 

l 

HERBERT KELLY, who is employed as a cook at 
the Economy Rooming House, 2608 Highland Avenue, 
Birmingham, Alabama, and who served meals to ERIC S. 
GALT during the reside,nce of GALT at the Economy Rooming 
Uou~e, was shown a photograph 9f JAMES EARL RAY, which 
had been t~ken during the residence of RAY in Los 
AngeleS!, Ca liforn.ia, during late 1967 and early 1968. 
KELLY definitely identif :l.ed this photograph as b@ing 
a photograph of the person known to.him a~ ERIC S. 
GALT. KELLY also said this photograph was the best 
likene~~ of GALT that KELLY had seen to dateo 

On 5/6/68 at Birmingham, Alabama 

SAtS ROBERT M. BARRETT & 
by _....:.:Wc..:=I=L=L=I=A=M=---..cc:A...::•___:c::Sl=A:...::U=C--=I=E=-=-R=------=-R=M=B:....::--=c:.::.a:..!cp:____ ____ Date dictated __ 5_/_8_/_6_8 ___ _ 

This docume~t cont~ins neither recommendatio~s n_or conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; 1t and its contents are not to be distributed outside your ages2 . 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



• • 
BH 44=1740 

MISCELLANEOUS 

.Qutlets of Salacious Books. 

The following investigation was co~~ucted by 
SAs ROBERT M. BARRETT and WILLIAM A. SAUCIER: 

During inv~stigation it had been dete~mined 
that subject RAY had on more than one occasion while 
residing in California written to publishing houses 
dealing in salacious and sex boo~s. In view of th~t 
characteristic of RAY, all newssfands and book E;ihops 
serving as local outlets of that type of material wer~ 
canvassed and identification orders left with the 
proprietors. No one during this survey recalied having 
seen RAY in their establishments but each promised to 
notify the FBI at Birmingham should he be obs~rved in 
the future. 

~ Robberies and Bank Burglaries 

The following investigation was conducted by 
SA PATRICK J. MOYNIHAN: 

Based on a suggestion from the Bureau, all 
pending unsolved bank robbery files in the Birmingham 
Office have been reviewed on the possibility that subject 
nAY may have participated in such activity. Based on 
this reviewj RAY has definitely been eliminated as being 
a suspect in any such bank robbery. 
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Files pertaining to unsolved bank burglaries 
in the Birmingham territory were likewise reviewed put 
same reflected no witnes$es to such bank burglaries 
and no latent fingerprints which ~ight ~e compared with 
the prints of RAYo 

.. 
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Rooming Houses. 

The following investigation was conducted by 
SAs ROBERT Mo BARRETT. WILLIAM A. SAUCIER1 NEII.i P. MARTIN, 
and RICHARD D. SCHWEIN: 

Although as has previously been .reported by the 
Birmin!ham Office that all rooming houses were canvassed 
with the photograph of the individual then identified as 
GALT» each of these establishments were recontacted 
during the periods Jtpril 25-29 and May 3-7, 1968 9 and 
identification orders supplied to the proprietors. Th~ 
proprietors we:ve also questioned concerning th~ possibility 
of subject under the !fame RAY or additional aliases then 
known as having been a tenant in the past, especially 
during the per·tinent periods when his whereabouts were 
not known. The number of such rooming p,ouses was quite 
extensive and included all which advertised in the daily 
press 1 under the clas$ified section of the telephone 
directory 9 or by sign achrertisements. No identification 
of RAY having resid~d in any such place resulted other 
than as has been previously reporte.d, his residence at 
the Economy Rooming House 9 2608 Highland Avenue 1 Birmingh~m, 
from August 26 = October 7 1 1967. The above also included 
checks at charity type shelter homes and institutions. It 

also included all YMCA operated establishments. 

Ma:;-1:_ :],age . ~filld =lli_vo ~r ~ 

The records of the Probate Court in each of the 
31 counties comprising the territory of the Birmingham 
Office were searched pertaining to any marriage or divorce 
record of subject RAY under his true mame or any known 
aliases. This resulted negatively but was considered 
advisable in view of his veiled reference on one occasion 
that he had a divorced wife living •9over the mountainn 
near Birmingham~ 

·as 
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Possible Local Robberies 

Immediately after identification of RAY as 
being involved in this matter, the Robbery Squad of the 
Birmingham Police Department was furnished with photo­
graphs of him and also pertinent dates during which he 
wars known to have resided in Birmingha!m9 i.e. August 26 = 
October 7 9 1967, Members of the Robbery Squ~d hav~ 
exb.ibit~d his photograph to holdup victims occurring in 
Birmingham ch1J"ing that period without identification. 

At the present timej this facet of the investi= 
gation i~ being extended to include robbery squads of the 
police departments in the six Resident Agencies of the 
Birmingham Office and to the cities of road trip 
territories. · 

Immediately after the identification of RAY as 
the subject of this investigation 9 contact was had with 
the Jefferson County Sheriff vs Office, BirminghamJ A~ab~m.a, 
and with the Office of the Coroner, which official work~ 
closely with the She~iff~s Office. The Coroner was 
requested to advise the Birmingham Office should any un= 
identified deceased male be examined by his off icce. As 
yet there have b~en no such instances coming to the 
~ttention of the Coroner. 

Based on information contained in Bureau cownuni= 
cation9 dated May 9i 1968 9 regarding this matter1 similar 
inquiries and stop notices are being placed at U1e present 
time with cor<HM~rs and ~heriff's offices in tne counties 
of the six Resident Agencies and ·to road tr:i.p territories 
of the Birmingham Office. · 
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Possible Employment of Ray 

By Country Clubs 

. The following investigation was conducted by 
SAs ROBERT M. BARRETT and WILLIAM A. SAUCIER: 

; 

In a communication from the Bureau, dated May 10, 
1968, it was pointed out that while residing in the Los 
Angeles area during the early part of 1968 9 and :n;:cior to 
his departure therefrom in March 9 1968JI RAY had been 
determined to have made several t~lephone calls to country 
clubs in an effort to obtain employment, especially as a 
bartender, since he is known to have pursued a course in 
bartending while residing in Los Angeles. 

All country clubs in tpe immediate area of 
Birmingham were contacted on May 169 1968 9 by SAs ROBERT 
Mo BARRE'J,'T and WILLIAM A,. SAUCIERj) photographs exhj.bited, 
and records.of applications and employees checked with 
negative results. This matter is now receiving attention 
by the Resident Agencies in Birmingham Office territory 
in connection with country clubs located in those areas. 

Hotels and Motels 
=...:=,.._ ....... :e:-=. 

On th~ datia1&'il April 25, 26 and 29, 1968 9 SAs 
ROBERT M. BARRETTg WILLIAM A. SAUCIER 9 NEIL P., MARTIN, 
and RICHARD D. SCHWEIN conducted .the followinj inv~~tig~ti©in: 

After the identification of RAY, his photographs 
and identific~tion orders were exhibited to all hotels 
and motels in the ~irmingham,=Bessemer, Alabama, area, 
although employees of those establishments had previously 
been contacted and shown photographs during the period 
that subject's name was believed to be GALT. Records of 
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these establishments were cbe<eked thoroughly under the 
name of RAY and his other :aliases during any period he 
was known to have been in the Birmingham area, but no 
such record of residence could be located. Exhibition 
of his photograph w~s extended to include all employees 
on all three shifts of each hotel and motel, No 
employees could make any identification. 
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!fils §,tations 

All employees on each shift, at the termin~ls 
of bus lines se~ving Birmingham were again contacted on 
April 25 and 26p 1968, by SAs ROBE~T M., BARRETT 9 WILLIAM 
A~ SAUCIER, NEIL Po MARTIN, and RICHARD D. SCHWEIN, and 
identification orders pertaining to RAY were supplied 
to the employees without e.ffecting an identific~:ti«H'll. 

RiSlilroads - -= 

After i:sstu.tnce of the identification order for 
the arrest 'of sub~ject RAYl) employees of the city ticket 
offices and the respective terminals of railroads serving 
the city of Birmingham were contacted by SAs ROBERT M~ 
BARRETT, WILLIAM A~ SAUCIER, NEIL P .. MARTIN, and RICHARD 
D. SCHWEIN 9 and copies of the identification orders 
furnished to said Ennployees. No one recalled having seell'.ll 
RAY in the capacity of a passenger on any railway line. 

39 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



• 
:SH 44=1740 

Airlines 
~-'"'"= 

Although all city offices and Municipal Airport 
stations of @ach airline s@rving Birmingham had been 
previously contacted regarding subject then known a$! GA11l!\ 
they were again canvassed on April 25 9 19689 by SA~ ROBERT 
M~ BARRETT and WILLIAM Ae SAUCIER and identification orders 
issued for RAY were exhibited and left with personnl'E!ll o:f 
each city off ice and airport station of each airl ... ne. No 
identification was effected. 

Car Rental Agencies . ~ 

On April 25 9 1968 9 all automobile rental 
agencies in Birmingham w~re recontacted by SAs ROBERT M. 
BARRETT9 WILLIAM Ao SAUC!ER 9 NEIL Pe MARTIN 9 and RICHARD 
D. SCID\YEIN1 after the establishment of RAY being the 
subject in this matter~ their records checked and 
identification orders supplied to each shift of such 
rental agencies. This resulted negatively as to any 
identification of RAY utilizing such a method of tr3:llns= 
portation during the pertinent ·period. 
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The foll@wing investigation was e:<OJndui:cted by 
SAs NEIL P. MARTIN and RICHARD De SCHWEIN on May 11 1968~ 

Through the cooperation of the managers of the 
luggage storage departments of the bus :stations, railway 
stations 9 shopping centers, and the Birmingham Municipal 
Airport 1 all luggage which had been allow~d to remain 
over the prescribed period of storage was examined. No 
item which could be attributed to RAY was noted. 

Laundries and Dry-Cleaning Establishments 

The following investigation w~s conducted by 
SAs ROBERT Mo BARRETT9 WILLIAM A. SAUCIER~ NEIL P., MARTIN 9 

and RICHARD D. SCHWEIN: 

Since it had been idet@rmin®dl from. :investigation 
that the subject previously known as GALT frequently 
utilized branch office~ of laundries and dry=cleaning 
establishments 9 usually on a weekly basis, ~ll main 
off ices and the 261 branch off ices in residential neigh= 
borhoods were recontacted after issuance of the identifi= 
cation order for RAYo No employees other than mi.w been, 
previously reported could.identify RAY as being a patron 
of their establishment. Identification orders were left 
with each proprietor. 

4:t 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



I ' , • • 
BH 44=1740 

Mr. JOHN McINTOSH9 Chief Deputy 9 U.S. Probation 
Officer 9 was cont~cterd by SA HENRY A. SNOW to det~rmine 
whether their files contained records of any parol@es 
from the Missouri State Penitentiary residing in th~ 
Northern Distr iiet of Alabama 9 who :may hav@ be@n ieonf ined 
in the Missouri institution during the sa:mce perio~ of 
confinement of RAY.· Based on available reieords 9 ~ift'o 

McINTOSH was urutble to identify any suieh state p:arole~s 
who might be under federal supervision at this time. 

,Mr. WARREN GASTON 9 Alabama State Parole and 
Pro bat ion Off ie:er 9 Room 411 9 Jefferson County Court H©use 9 

was contacted for the same purpose and sugg®~t@dl tb~t Mr. 
Le B. STEPHENS9 Parole Executive 9 Alabama State Office 
Building, Montgomery, Alabama 9 would have a ready refer®~~@ 
of all Missouri St~t@ Penitentiary parolees presently 
under state supervision in Alab~ma. He stated that Mr. 
STEPHENS keeps these records under an interstate compact 
with the various states. Appropriate communication was 
dispatched to the Mobile Office for contact with Mro 
STEPHENSo 
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In a ~©~.lliffiuni~ation dated M~y 69 1968 9 the 
Bure~u pointed ©1uJt that it may have be!Eiln p©s~ible for 
subje~t RAY while fl@@ing on the day after the murder 
from Mem.phis 9 TennesfSl@e 9 to hiSJ next known l©<eat ion in 
Atlanta 9 Georgia 9 to have visited a bank and gained 
access to a safe deposit box previously rent@d. The 
pertin®nt date was considered to be April 5 9 19680 

Through th@ ~o~peration of the following bank 
officials @xtendeid to SA HENRY Ae SNOW during the period 
May 8=169 1968 9 they ~aused records of the t24,$:8;0 
safe deposit boxes to be checked for the pertine~t date 
of entry 9 April 5 1 1968~ 

Mro CHARJLES T& SMITH 9 Auditor 9 and 
Mrs. CATHERINE Aa REEDY 9 Manager of 
Safe Deposit Department 9 Birmingham 
Trust National Bank 9 Main Office 9 

and its 17 branch offices 
( 

' 
Mr. CLAUDE LOVELESS 9 Comptroller 9 

First National Bank of Birmingham9 

and its 25 br~n<eh offices 

Mr. ROBERT Fe CRADDOCK9 Auditor 9 

Exchange Se~urity Ban~ and its 12 
branch off ices 

·Mr. GEORGE MURPHREE 9 President 9 City 
N~tion~l Bank of Birmingham 9 and it~ 
four branch offices 

Mro FLOYD Lo JONES 9 Wice President 9 

-Central Bank and Trust Company, and 
its five branch offices 
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Mr" J.,Me INGRAM9 C~~hier 9 

Ameri~~n National Bank 

Identification orders were exhibited and 
·delivered to the m:anager of e :l;il.tr. h of the ~af e deposit 
departments of ce:ii1,~h of the banks without any rec©gniti«'.Hll 
of RAY as having b@en a past <Customer or ~H~ having 
ac©ess to @lUy fS<ll!fe d@posit b©x on the date April 5 9 

1968e Each of the bank officialsJ after having ca@~ed 
a check t© be made of theil". entry cards for the p<t.,rtinent 
d~,te 9 -- advised that no customer who might con<eeivably be 
iderrt ical with RAY entered a b©x on that date o 

• 
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Aft®r r®~@ipt of ill'llform~tion to th@ ®ffecct tlbi~t 
~mong r@covered @ff@~ts ab~ndon~d by subj~ct 9 th@re w~~ 
a linen laundry m~rk 1 20=R=3 9 th®reon 9 SA DAW!D T. DALY 
on April 30 9 

11968 9 det~rmined from h:u1ndr ie~ in t Iha 
Birmingha~ ~re~ th~t although ~ome utiliz®d the Th~rmo= 
Se~l m$Chin@ 9 none were loc~ted who h~v® in the p~st 
id~ntif ilt!ld lin®n5l in tlhe ir l~undr i®~ by the m~l"k '~Ol=JR=3 o 

VIRGIL ESC09 Plant M:~na~er 9 Mw.yf i® ld Cle~n~r§l 9 

219 South 20th Str@et 9 advisied th~t they lrunr® hi the p&1~t 
used the mark 20=R=; h©w~v~r 9 h~ found this to be~ whit@ 
~nd pink stripe and a ~loth m~rke Therefore 9 it is fil©t 
identic~l with the mark 20=R=S which was fo~nd on the 
linens in inst~nt investigation. 

Oll:ll the p©ssibility thi!ll.t subject RAY9 who lhas 
been kllllown to have purcltua~@d ~ used vehiele in the p~st, 
may hav<eJ agllilin done so through the medium (!If classifi.ed 
advertisements in thftl, @i!Jlily press, a review of ~11 ~u~h 
ads w~s made by SAs R ll'.CB:ARD D. SCmnUN and NE IL Pe MART IN, 
which ads app®ar~d ill'll th® uuBirminglham Post=Her1ildu9 

(morning) andl the u0Bi.rmingham Newsu0 (evening) f©r ~ 
period which Wiil!S d@®?lffiedl to be pertin@nllt, Le. M~r<r>h 21 =· 
April 2 9 1968. 

After ri.lliUCh reviewii!ll 1 the «:»wll!ler~ of all ~uch c~rs 
who bad placed ads were contacted and this amounted to 
486 automobiles; the period during whi<r:h the previoOJt~ 
owners were contacted by SAs SCHWEIN and MARTIN w~s from 
May '1.,;,l7J 1968. In each instance 9 the purcftia~m:" of the 
vehicle was ~atisf~ctorily determine@ not to b@ identical 
with ~ubj~l!:;t RAY. 
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During t lh.@ pier iod cov<er@d by t hif@l r®port 9 

constant liiillis@n ha~ been maintained with th@ d~ily 
press and t@l@wi~i@n ~t~tions in th@ Birmingh~m ar@ao 
These outl<ets ~11 hii.v® publicized the photogr~ph:s of 
RAY effectively. fhe w~ckly ~vBb."mingltuu!'il World 0

\ '@'flllich 
has e~tensive circul~riz~tion ~m©ng th~ N@gro ~itizens 
of Birminghiil!m 9 lb~s also given promin®mit: sp~ce to ·'"'he 
public~tion of subjectijs photographs ~nd ~@'@IS it~m~o 

In ~ddition to the abovei SA ROBERT Je ~~RNALL 
through arrangeJJllllents eff®ct@d with M:r'. SA:M! Co S:PICWEY9 

Executive S®cr®tary 9 The Alab~m~ Service Station 
Association 9 1102 South 20th Street, Birmingh~m9 ~~used 
a full page write~up and pbotogr~phs of RAY to be 
published on p~ge 5 of the April issue of the m~g~zin® 
published by that association. This public~tion re~ches 
all service stat iofmS in the State of Ab1b~111~. 

B~sed on wide~pread coverage through new~ 
media, et~. 9 ~u~erous reports have been received du~i~g 
the period <e@vere<dl by this !"@lp~rt wheI"~ilfll citi~®ItUJl h~w® 
r®ported indiwidu;al~ :ir@s@mbliirug RAY. With@ut ([il~C'@piti©l1ll 

e~ch «)f these inst~n«::@J!S rec® i ved imm@di~t~ ~tteint i.©n by 
Agents of the Birmi~ghaJJllll Office and all such c~s~~ 
re~ulted in the positive elimin~tio~ ©f the $U~p~ct~d 
individuii.als. lR~icords of these instancEtlls @!l"® ml!l!. int!Ji i.n®d 
in a s@par~t® ~®ctio@ of the BirJJllllingh~JJllll fi]e in thi~ 
m~tter. 
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By «!ommuni«!ation d~t®d April 26 9 1968 9 th® 
Bureau mad® aw~ilable a list of motor w®hi«!les ~tol®n in• 
Al~bam~ as ~ompil®d from information r®tain@d at NCIC. 
Tlhe Mobile Off ice, u~der date of May 6 9 1968 9 tr1ill.n.i~mitt®id 
to the Birmingham Offic® ~ list of thos® w®hi«::l®s stol®n 
in the Birmingham t®rritory during the pertin®nt p®ri©do 
At the pres®nt tim~ th® Birmingh~m Off ice is ®ng~_;®dl ilill 
~~t®rmining whether subj®«!t RAY m~y haw® b@®n r@sponsibl@ 
,,~ibr the theft of one of therBe vehicles. 

\'.:t" In addition thier@t© 9 the Birmingh~m Police 
Department 9 when previously ~ont~cted 9 adwis~d that the 
Aut© Theft Squad of that department will with©ut ex~®ption 
compare any i~tent fingerprint~ on any vehicle ~tolen in 
·the State ©:f Georgi~ ~mrd re~.overed .i!J.t Birmingh1film. ~peCi$l.l 

< :; dattention lhas beEm afforded by th®J Birmingh&l.m Police · <, 'Department to any C$Il" r<eporte«:!l sitol@n in Georgi~ 
.,,.._ imm@diat;ely prior t© Ol" sll:mrtly i!il.fter the d~t® 9 April 61) 

-1968. 

In addition to the above 9 e~«!h lnter~tate 
Tl"all.JH~p©rtation of Stolen Motor Vehi.ele O:T:SlMfV) cas@ 9 

whiit!h had be®n p@nding in. the Birminghi!il.m Offi<ee involvi!il!g 
m~ unknown subj®ct either stealing a «!~r in th® Birmi~gh$m 

· te;rritm:'y !ind Wl.b:lll.ndloning ~~me in Athtnt~ t®rritory or· vi~~ 
versa 9 has be~n review~d and speci~l ~tt~ntion giv®n to 
any witnesses to th:e theft or re.cowery of su<eh vehicle. 
To «b1t~ 9 !ill@ such w.itne.ss has identif i@d RAY w,s b~ing ~ 
P,©S:Sibl® suspect i@ :any rt?f tho:s~ casitHiio 
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The followi~g i~vestigatton was conducted by SA 
HORACE H. WILLIS i~ alfll ~~for~ to identify the operator of 
~lfll 2@t~mobile di~r,l~ying Alaooma license tag 42-7866 at 
Chicago 9 Illilflloi~, ©lfll April 19 9 1968. 

Jl:)!)l th® late evening of April 19, 1968, GENE fANJL:C.., 
Al~bama St~t~ Troop~r, Flore~c~, AlaQam~, advised bts offic® 
at Flo:ireim1«::~ @llflld Decatur, Alabama, had no record ot the above 
li©elfll~~ plate~ and stated the regtstvation pertaining to 
thi~ tag could be obtained from the Probate Judge's Otfice, 
M©ulton., Alabair1u1 9 on April 22 9 1968. 

On April 22, 1968, records of the Prob~te Judge's 
Office, Moulton, Alabama, reflected tne :;following informa­
tio~ r~lating to this licemse·plate. lt was isS.u~d to 
EDG.~R Fe BORDEN, Moulton, Alabama, for a 1966 Chev~olet 

, CheivE!ill~, VJ:JN 1381'168(or A) 176978~ on March 12, 1968. 

Mrso JUANITA JACKSON issued the Plate, and MN. 
"l"\CKSON st1at@d she did imot recall wb~t the person b1,1.ying 
thilSl tag lookflld like. Aft~r viewing a photograph of tl'AMES 
EARL RAY, ~he stated she had no recollection of ever having 
see~ a~ individual resembling RAY. · 

Comiderable ill'llvestigation was conducteq April 2~ 
through .April 2,4, 1968 9 ill'll an. tu1:successful effort to i<ie:pt;i:fy 
EDGAR F.. BORDEN o 

/ Oll'll April 24 9 l968, TOM PETWS, County, Atto:fney, 
advis®d he handled~ divo~ce for EDGAR T. BORDEN from Cook 
County, Illin@is, in 1957, and PETTUS' records showed that 
EDGAR Tc BORDEN, wife WALCIE BORDEN, had a son named EOOAi 
FLOYD BORDEN., 

Mrs. WALCIE JOHNSON was located on Rural 1oute, 
Moulto~, Alabama, and advis®d she had a son, EDGAR FLOYD 
BORDEN, who was in Alabama in March 1968 and purchased a 
license plate for his Chevrolet Chevelle automobile at that 
time. She said this son was now in the process of moving 
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fJL"om 2344 Sracr,iunento, Cbi~ago ~ Jillinois, to 2324 Greemrwood 
Str~@t, San A~gelo 9 Tex~s, i~ ~~re of ERWIN BORDEN. She 
de5;c:lr'ib~d EDGAR FL©'fD BORDEN asi follows~ 

Ag<e 
Date of Bi.rth 

Height 
W~ight· 
Ha iJt> 
Eyes 
Marital Status 

Lawrsnce County, Alabama 
s~ 5g' or a~, 
132 
Dark 
lBI"lOWll 

Married 
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00Lonely Heart'0 Type Organizations 

The following investigation was conducted by­
SA'S ROBERT Mo BARRETT and WILLIAM A. SAUCIER: 

A review of the Birmingham telephone and c~ty 
directories was made on May 14, 1968, for any "lonely' 
heartv' type organizations, with negative results .. The 
only exceptions noted were the listings for Electra~ 
Date Corporation, and C~mputa-Date Corporation, HcmewoQd, 
Alabama, a Birmingham suburb. 

I 11 I 

On May 14, 1968, BILLY.SELLERS, President, 
Electra-Date Corporation, #9 N.W. 23rd .A.venue, Birmingh•"-~· 
Alabama, checked his records through the use of a 
computer, for any record of JAM~S E~RL RAY, under his 
true name or known aliases, without affecting any ident~ 
ification. He did locate a reQord for one EVERETTS, 
RAY, P$ o. Box 4231, Memphis, Tennessee, telephone 
276-121 7. This RAY is a white ina le, age 44, 5' 8'', 136 . 
pounds, does not dance, does smoke, and is a welder. 

SELLERS said•he would carefully scrutinize all 
subsequent applications, and should he receive any for 
anyone having the same ~escription, likes, dislikes and 
preferences as does JAMES EARL RAY 1 SELLERS would 
immediately notify the FBl. 

On May 14, 1968, RICHARD SAUNDERS, owner of 
Computa-Date Corporation, Homewood, Alabama, advised his· 
business is engaged in pr~viding dates for both males 
and females, through an electronic computer system. ije 
added he presently has 28 offices in the Southeastern 
section of the United States, which includes the states 
of Alabama, Georgia, Tennessee, Florida, and Mi$sissippi, 
He searched his re~ords through the use of his ~9mput~r, 
for any record of JAMES EARL RAY, under his true name 
or known aliases, with negative results. SAUNDERS ~aid 
he would immediately notify th~ FBI should ne· r.ecei ve 
any application from anyone re~embling JAMES EA,Iqi RAY, 
in any manner, or which applica tio'n would be of ,int~t~$t 
to the FBI. 
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TO 

OPTIONAL FORM NO. to 
MAY 1N2 EDITION 
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.8 • UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
SAC (44-760) 

• 
DATE: 

FR.OM SA MAX E. RICHARDS CN 

SUBJECT: MURKIN 

FBI 8 
City, 

CR 

s ... 22.,,,68 that 
aware that 

Refereace Seattle airtel to .tiureau 5 .... 16 ... 68~ 
/ 

f' 
,,/'REi KENNETH LEE WADE 

MISSOURI STATE PENITENTIJR Y 

t inmate, USP Leavenworth, Kansas #84398-,L, 
rest record shows he was in the MSP, Jefferson 

2HX 12•19"56 to release 10-1-65 advised on interview 
as been following ·news stories in this matter and was 

as a prime suspect. 

BUSSMEYBR state~ that he did not recognize the news photos c£ RAY 
as anyone he had known .at the MSP and c·ould -not recall RAY by name. 
He stated he could not suggest any other inmate of the MSP or ether person 
he knew who might be able ~-<> fu~ish information regarding ~Y. -

The file of BlJSSMEYER at the USP indicates that he has been reluctant 
in the past to discuss the activities of those he has been associated 
with and it is possible that he may have actually known RAY but refused 
to say so,. 

~✓-?Cq -rr1 
SEM, -- - - -

SERI 

sno-toa Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 
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F'BI KAN . CI TY 

F'BI OMAHA 

3: 34 PM URGENT 5/23/68 OKM 

TO KANSAS CI TY 

FROM . OMAHA C 44• 3 l O> 

MURKIN 

RE KANSAD CITY TELETYPE TO OMAHA THIS DATE• 

INVESTIGATION IN KE~RNEY, NEBRASKA AREA THIS DATE 

DISCLOSED JOE M. BEANS .ARRESTED BY SHERIFF'S OFFICE AT 

KEARNEY OCTOBER TEN, NINETEEN F'IF'TYONE, FOR BREAKING 

AND ENTERING., AND REL'EASEOJ AUGUST TWENTYONE, NINETEEN 

FIFTYTHREE F-OR RESISTING ARREST AND RELEASED AUGUST THIRTY., 

NINETEEN FIF'TYTHREE• AGE TWENTYSIX IN INNINETEEN FIFTYONE 

RE SHERI FF'' S OF'FI CE RECORDS. BEANS HAS BEEN ON RECORD AT THE 

CREDIT BUREAU AT KEARNEY. NEBRASKA, SINCE NINETEEN FORTYSIX 

AND MOST OF' THE TIME SINCE l'HJ::N HAS BEEN EMPLOYED AS A 

FARMER• HIS W-IFE, MRS• LA VONNE BEANS, AMHERST, NEBRASKA, 

ADV,I SED JOE M. BEANS IS PR_ESENTLY WORKING AT THE SKELLY . 
~~._,,,,.. ----------~-

FEF IN ERY, EL DORADO, KANSAS," ~D LIVING AT BLUE HAVEN MOTEL 

IN EL DORADO. SHE STATED HIS BIRTH DATE IS 
~-----~ 

AND HE IS DRIVING NINETEEN FIFTY-

END PAGE l 
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OM 44-310 

SEVJ~N BROWN AND B·EI GE CHRYSLER .W.f TH NEBRASKA PLATES ~JHI CH 

BEARS A 'TWO AS A PREFIX. SHE STATED HE WILL BE AT THE 

EL DORADO ADDRESS UNTIL A \+EEK FROM NEXT SATURDAY. BEANS 

J<NOWN TO SOURCES AT KEARNEY.,, NEBRASKA.,, WHO STATE· EH DOES 

NOT RESEMBLE THE SUBJECT OF THIS CASE AT ALL. NO FURTHER 

ACTlON BEING 'TAKEN BY OMAHA. 

LEAD -T0 1 INTERV,I EW· BEANS AT EL PO RADO.,, KAl'ISAS.,, BEING 

LEFT TO DISCRETION OF MEMPHIS. 

END 

PHM 

AIR MAIL COPY TO MEMPrfI S• 

FBI KAN CITY 

- ----,-, 
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FD-36 (R<:>v. 5-22-64) • , • 
F Si 

Date: 5/20/68 

Transmit the following in --------,-.-----,,---------,,-----,,-,------------i 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

AIRTEL Via _________ _ 
(Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L-.-----

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 
" ' 

FROM: SAC, SAN ANTONIO (44-1242) (P) 

RE: MURKIN 
CR 

Re Butel, 4/25/68, to El Paso, Houston and San 
Antonio, advising that each office should determine from 
telephone company the long-distance calls placed at each 
public te~ephone on Highway 90 and Interstate Highway 10 
over which subject and CHARLES STEIN allegedly traveled 
12/15..-17/67. Subject reportedly made eight long-distance 
telephone calls while in Texas. 

Set forth by field divi.sions are some of the telephone 
calls made from the San Antonio Division, 12/15-17/6,7, whi".¢h 
were obtained from available Southw~stern Bell Telephone 
Company records~ The various field ~ivision will detetmfne 
from the subscriber or person re·cei ving the call, the identity 
of the caller. If .the caller was JAMES EARL RAY, aka? obtain 

5-Bureau 
(2-Legat, Mexico City) 

2-Albuquerque 
2-Atlaqta 
2-Baltimore 
2-Chicago 
3-Dallas 
2-Denver 
3-Detroit 
3.:.rndianapolis 
2-Jackson 
-Jacksonville 

ansas City 

2-Little Rock 
3-Los Angeles 
2-Memphis (44-1987) 
2-New Haven · 
3-New York 
2-O)<:lahoma City 
2-Omaha 
2-Pittsburgh 
2-San Francisco 
2-San Antonio r;;;::;-l-;-4tl:JL~:.!.. 
JMK: csh ::AR 
(51) 

Approved: ____________ _ 

Special Agent in Charge 
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all available information. Further, determine if the subscriber 
or the person receiving the call has any knowledge of JAMES 
EARL RAY. 

REQUEST OF THE BUREAU 

The Bureau is requested to f,uFni·sh ·Legat, Mexico City 
two copies of this airtel and set forth the same lead for 
Legat, Mexico as set forth for the other recipient offices 
listed above~ 

DATE CALLING NUMBER 
LEGAT77-YE'XICO 

12/16/67 223-8252 

12/17/67 278-9068 

12/15/67 223-7920 

12/16/67 223-8252 

12/17/67 223-8252 

ALBUQUERQUE 

12/16(,67 

ATLANTA 

12/15/67 

BALTIMORE 

12/15/67 

12/16/67 
CHICAGO 

12/16/67 

12/16/67 

563-9704 

875-9087 

56 3-_979 3 

563-9719 

223-8252 

432-9322 

CALLED NUMBER PLACE AND/OR PERSON 
CALLED 

1227 Sabinas, Coahuila, 
Mexico 

1250 Rosita, Coahuila, 
Mexico 

427056 Records show to "Lerdo, 
Mex." Plac~ "Monty" 

427056 Mont~rrey, Mexico 

468515 Mexico CitY, 

505-877-9947 To JENNY SHOUP 

404-544-2190 Columbus, Georgiq 

301-675-0381 

301-675-0381 •·· 

312-847-4122 

312-533-1084 

-2-
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