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. The .following ,investiga.tion was conducted· 

by SA ROBERT SCMACHNER · a-t Lake ·W0rth.., Florida, 
May; 7;,.- 196,8:. . _ 

Mrs. .• RAY MORRIS . ., 205.2-... take 0.s.borne Dr.ive, 
.. Lake: We.r.th..,. F.lerida, ad:'1,ised .. that , h.e·r husband. owns 
.a 1965,Ford. Mustang, .navy blue in c0l0r., bearing 
a Florida,,lieense,ie:numbe•r... ne:t, recalledo 

Mrs:. M0RRIS. advised her hu.sbancd.- is a 
fox-mer t_eaeher at .lake .. W.0r..th .. High. School, Lake. 
Worth., -Fleri.da., but. rec:ently changed. ppsi.t.i0n: • 
Sh.e. ad:v.ised 'laer.hu.sband. is n0w. empl.o.y.e.d .. at .. a Career 
Academy., Nashville., Tenness.ee., and .. s ta t.ed that 
they ·were now: irii' .the. proc.ess. o.f moving. the ramil.y 
to. Nashv.11-le o She advisea her husbana .. moved. .. to. 
Nashville.en. ~bou..tApr.il:2., ·1968., and believes ~e 

· is, ;residing .,1111 a. room at. i15 Blue Hills Court., 
Nashville,:T~'-nesseeo 
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·.. MELVINA T_Y_LER, a1so known as· "Rusty", -and '.'Mrs. Ray 
M. Tyier, 213 Franklin Street, Bartonville, Illinois, was 
interviewed at her· residence regarding her knowledge or any . 
prior association with JAMES EARL RAY, FBI# 405 942 G. She 
viewed photographs of RAY_ ~nd advised that- this individual is 
unknown to her and that she could furnish absolutely no in­
J:ormation regarding this man.· 

She advised that she was the owner on record, and 
operated the M & N Tavern, 106 (rear) -5th Street, Peoria, 
Illinois, during 1958 and 1959 .. She said she purchased the 
tavern from MILLIE and MAC BlJRDIN who now operate the. "Galley" 
a basement night club at the Hotel Jefferson, Pcoria 1 Illinois. 
She said prior to 1958, she had operated bars at the Beer 
Barrel, 1034 Northeast Adams Street, Peoria, Illinois, and 
also the Pour House, 800 North Main Street, Peoria, Illinois. 
She advised she was born in Norfolk, Virginia, and came to 
Peoria, Illinois, at the age of 16. She advised that she 
married SAM ALLEN in early 1950 and she and ALLEN had had 
business interests in _the above taverns bet_ween 1953 a~d 
1959. 

She stated she d-ivorced ALLEN in 1958 and married 
·RAY M. TYI;ER, a brick layer by trade, in 1960. She advised 
she· is the ·mother of· two chi-ldren; ·ages 7 ·and -8. "She· s-tated · · 
she has been steadily employed as a waitress at the Piere 
Marquette Hotel, Peoria, Illinois, for t~e past six years. 

. . 

She was advifed ·'that it had been reported. that she 
· .. may_ have associateti ·sbc:i:~1ly with RAY and t'hat- ._s_he had bee.t:i . 

termed "a girl friend ·of: RA,Y" ·about .1959. She stated· that 
due t9 her association wit"h;_.the -general public for the past 

·several years as~ wait~ess~ she had become widely known in 
the Peoria, Illinois area' due to her natural red hair, how­
ever, she advised that in many instances she would not know 
or recall customers who may.have rememb.ered her by name. She 
advised she is positive that,_.she· has never known RAY socia-lly 

.·and .has- never correspond.ed with him. She advised that she · 
wouid immediately notify the iBI should any inf ormat-ion con-

... 
, ,,. "l: .... 

On _ __.5...,./:....J .... 3 ...... l~fiu.8,.___ot Bart an vi 1 l 0 , Tl l ; n oi5 FIie# SI 4"- 561 

SA ELIAS WIJ;..LIAMS, Jf. & 
by. _ __.S..,_A_,__;Q""-'-'TJ--'-'Rc.;,,Nu.T...1I...t.N::........iP::;.-., .... s'-1.T..1....1.INa· .1.JSci...OwNt-------ss-11:k::i;t--Dote dlctoted __ . ....:S""'/....:l~5'--'/ ..... 6_S __ ...;.._ __ 

This document conloln, neither recomm·e~dotlon~ nor conclusions of the FBI. II -I~ the prooArly of the FBI ond Is loaned lo your o~enc:y; 
ltotl<f Its content$ are noflo be distributed outside you, 0."A"'W ' · 
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cerning this individual come to her attention. 

_ The following ph;ysical description was obtained 
from observation and interview and comments made by Mrs. 
TYLER: 

Name: 
Aliases: 

Address: 

Sex: 
Race:. 

·Age: 
Height: 
Weight: 
Hair: 
Complexion: 
Marital Status: 
Husband: 
Occupation: 

Previous addresses: 

Telephone mgn.bex: 

Occupation:· 

• 

~ t;_ ~ ~ 

) . . 'i~ 

- 1.33 -

MELVINA TYLER 
"RUSTY 11 

Mrs. RAY M. TYLER 
213 Franklin Street 
Bartonville, Illinois 
Fem.ale 
White . 
40 
5 '5" 
130 lbs. 
Red (shoulder length) 
Fair, freckled 
Married (1960) 
RAY M. TYLER 
Brick layer 
408 Bryan Street 
Peoria, Illinois 
Unlisted·· 
697-0122 

·Waitress . 
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K. JAMES LAOMA OWENS 
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The following investigation was conducted by 
SA ROY LEE WILKERSON, JR. at Springfield, Illinois: 

. A~ 
. On May 15 , 1.9 6 8 , WI LL 1 AM F,B Fl~MA N , Division of 

· Supervision of Paroles, 103 National Guard Armory Building, 
Springfield, Iliinois, advised that his office has a file 
concerning JAMES LAOMA OWENS and OWENS has been incarcerated 
at the State Prison in.Menard, Illinois, and the ~issouri 
State· Penitentiary, Jefferson City, Missouri. Ka\tFFMAN 
advised that JAl\Z S OWENS has a prison registory number 
·for the State Prison of Menard, Illinois, being 20208. 
OWENS' registory number for Missouri State Penitentiary 
at Jeff er son· City, Missouri, ·is 69846. K~IB'MAN advised 
that the only description .that he has in his file is as 
follows: 

NAME: 
RACE: 
SEX: 
FBI NUMBER: 
AGE: 
HEIGHT: 
WEIGHT: 
HAIR: 

>. EYES.: ;;_, ,;~ 
COMPLEXION:· , 
OCCUPATION:· .. \\ -~ 
CHARACTERISTICS:~~. 

\ 

JAMES LAOMA OWENS 
White 
Male 
1-397-707 ,---"-----'~------~ 

27 on 
5'2½" 
129 
Charcoal medium 
Dark Black~ 
Fair 

·clerk 
Top of head bald. 

\ . . 

OWENS was incarcerited at the Illinoii State 
Penitentiary, hlenard,Branch, Menard, Illinois, having 
number 20208, received from St. 'Clair County, Illinoi-s, 
March 12, 194~., on the crim~ ·_of robbery; . 1· ·. . !, . . . . .- ., , . 

Kt\.UFFMAN advisee that.the mo$t current addr.ess 
that his files reveal is an address of 3904 Folsom Avenue, 
St. Louis, Missouri, and this addr~ss was current as of 

·August 15; 1965, as .a communication sent to OWENS on this 
date. was not returned. · rAlFFMAN ~ta ted that . on Augi.ist 15, • -
1965, OWENS was issued a Certificate of Restoration of the 

. Rights of Citizenship. KiL1FFMAN stated that JAr,i~v"'.":'. :----· _,__,_"/-'-'-'-It-'~-----. 
was discharged on Juqe 27, 1965, at the expi:ra~~y.tJE~f-.h.ip~;oExrn_-_- _. 
sentence from the S:ta te Prisa?' Mena.~~- ~::~-~C?~_,/~&f.~atP_g.#~FtLEDA~ 

·i 

. ----- - ___ _I_ __ __,_, 
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Illinois. Kfl.FFMAN advised that -he has not had any further 
communication or correspondence with OWENS since August 15, 
1965. 

MlFFMAN stated that any additional information 
peeded concerning OWENS could be obtained from.the Missouri 
State. Penitentiary at Jefferson City, Missouri, or the 
State Penitentiary of Menard, Illinois, and this 'information 

\at the penitentiaries would be m~re current then the 
information that he has, especially information concerning 
description and background information. 

. , 
\ ~·- 'i~ 
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L. ANDREW WILSON "BLACKIE" DE CORE 
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Menard Prison records reflect on May 17, 1968, 
ANDREW WILSON DE CORE, also known as De Cora and Blackie 
De Core, Menard #23415 received Menard Prison, June 15, 1953, 
on a transfer from Joliet, Illinois prison to serve a 
sentence of 1 to 20 years for robbery. . ' . 

DE CORE· was paroled June 15, 1959 to Rev. JA1IBS 
WINENEGAR, St. Louis Rescue Mission, St. Louis, Missouri, 
and was returned as a parole violator to Menard, July 19, 
1960. He was paroled January 15, 1965 to Baptist Rescue 
Mission, Collinsville,Avenue, East St. Louis, Illinois. 
He was returned to Menard as parole violator, May 28,1965. 
He was discharged upon expiration of sentence, 
December 20, 1966. Upon discharge, he expressed intention 
of going to his sister's residence, Mrs. YALANDA DI CASOLA 
and her husband, VINCENT, 37555 Glenmore Drive, Freemont, 
California.. Other friends and relatives contained in 
prison records are as follows: 

Brother 

ANTHONY DE CORE 
713 South Claremont, 
Chicago, Illinois or 
1938 North 70th 
MelrQse Park, Illinois ; 

✓ -i ~ 

Sister· 

Mrs • MARTHA BUTrrrrp, 
husband - BENNIE \ 
9241 North Maple Court, 
Morton Grove, Illinois; 

Sister 

NANCY COSENTINO 
502 East Memorial 
Bensonville, Illinois; 

~ 138 -
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Niece 

Mrs. GEORGE ROGERS 
2020 North Le Clare 
Chicago, Illinois; 

Cousin 

PAT COLLESE 
1641 No·rth Latrobe, 
Chicago, Illinois 

Fiance 

:Miss HELEN HARE 
3020 West Madison, 
Chicago, Illinois; 

Brothers 

HARRY DE CORE and NICK DE CORE 
addresses unknown 

Friend 

Miss MARY SAWYER 
City Hospital Number 1 
1515 Lafayette Street 
St. Lal is, Missouri • 

..__,_,. ,;,, : 

........... -
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The following investigation. was conducted by SA 
EDWARD A. CARPENTER: 

At East St. Louis, Illinois 

On 1-tay 22, 1968, Reverend DAVID BLISS., Pas tor of. the 
Baptist Rescue Mission, located in East St. Louis, Illinois, 
was contacted and advised that .ANDRE1f 'VlILSON DE CORE is unknown 
to him, and according to his records, he could not identify 
him in the East St. Louis, Illinois area and could not ·1ctentify 
him as having given any service at the Rescue Mission. 

Reverend BLISS advised that in the event that DE CORE 
should contact the mission, that the would make this fact known 
to the FBI. 

;., 

'\ '\.~ . 
. () .... 
"\ 

\ 
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V •. INVESTIGATION AT ILLINOIS STATE PENITENTIARY 
PONTIAC BRANCH 

- 1.41.. -
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A. RECORDS RE JAMES EARL RAY 

1 

I 

.. 
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STOW E •· SYMON, Supervising Sociologist, Illinois 
State Penitentiary, Pontiac, Illinois on Aprj.l ·25, 1968, advised 
his file contain.s little information concerning RAY who was · 
a model prisoner while incarcerated Pontiac, July.7, 1952 
until discharged March 12, 1954. He stated RAY was confined 
_on a charge of robbery under Criminal Court, Cook County, Illinois 
case 52-1155 which sets forth in statement of facts subject at 
time of arrest, in Chicago, Illinois was wounded in both 
arms by police bullets. No information was located at 
Pontiac describing wounds or location of scars. Subject 

-RAY at Pontiac assigned Honor Farm, August 12,' 1952 until 
discharge. This is dormitory type housing rather than 
cell type. Subject was assigned to the kitchen as a cook and· 
also on offic~rs quarters det~il. 

· The following inmates were identified am are set 
forth with their last known addresses furnished the p: ison 
at their time of release: 

LEE MILLER 
Pontiac Number 19200 
6538 North Talman Street and 
3542 SouthPort 
Chicago, Illinois; 

EDJ1ARD PA UL RIVERA, 
Pontiac Number 19294 
515 West 63rd Str~et, 
Chicago, Illinois;'·~-

. f\ r, . 
~ \ 

GUS ~RZAHN ~­
Pontiac Number 19095. 

· 1620 West Nelson Street, 
Chicago, Illinois; . 

~ .;-
CH AR LES REED . \-• 
Pontiac Number 18492 
2286 Street 
Madison, Illinois 
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FRED M. PETRAKIS· 
Pontiac Number 18516 
Route l 
Peoria, Illinois 
518 Sanford Street, 
Peoria, Illin~is; 

KENNETH D.· FOSEYCK, 
.Pontiac Number 19218 
Route 1 
Bushnell, Illinois; 

DWIGHT ROWE 
Pontiac Number 19086 

·432½ South Vine, 
Kewanee, Illinois. 

• 

- 144 -
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B. INTERVIEWS WI'.l'H POSSIBLE INMATES 
OF JAMES EARL RAY 

,.: 

. . •-
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On 4/23/67, FRED PETRAKIS,- 2904 North Avalon · 
Place, Peoris., 1llinois, a former inmate at Pontiac Pen­
itentiary, was sho'im ~ 1955 photo3rn.ph of J'ArJES EiIBL RAY 
without effecting a.n ide11tification. 

' · PETR.t'iKIS aclvised tl1s·t fo-:e about 021e 211d one-half 
months in late 1--953, he s0rv0tl as a barber at the Pontin.c 
Honor Farm in the p011i tenti:i.ry, ho·,'Jever, he rloes not recall 
RAY. Prior to this, he cut inmates' hair at the r::min 
prison t1.nd served thirty-three m~1ths 2.t Ponti:i~ from· 1950 
to ~arly 1953 before beii1g p~roled. .Pl!.,"'<TfP.J'~!GS advised thnt 
he took inmate , HCR11r\N DEAN 9 ?> pl~ce as a 'barber ~.nd that 
DEAN may recall RAY. 

On 5/1/68, N"GRMAU DE.AH, barb-er, 927 Cour:t· St:reet • 
Pekin, Illinois, a former im::iate at Pontiac Peni te~tiary, 
was shown a 1955 photogr2:ph of JA~ES E£1RL HAY without 
e.f~ecting nn identificai:iqn. · DE.AW advised that he was •. 
discharged from Ponti~c rlur':.in~;" the ,;,inter of· 1952 a.'1d never 

· cut hair on the Honol9 Farr.:Y."~- He- .r)oss0ssed no inf 01•m~.tio11 
. . \ - . 

regarding RAY. and was not av/ara that RAY was confined at 
Pontiac during the time of his incnrcei-ntion. 

_ _:~~~~~---~ ---- ~-~,o-•---~·-·-,·---~-·~•-·:------:-:-·-:-· . ...:~,---~.;.__:__,..,.-------~-------·--""";··-·----"r:-~ .. ~~ 
' ;-

i 
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On 4'/ZD/68, C}~\RJ.;ES E. RE~D~ ~as int~rviewed 
by f!A LAERY WO (ffill:SN concer:t1ing his ki:.cwl~dge of the pr--ese11t 

·1cc:1t:i.or,1 of J~4UI!S Elifc;L Rt"iY • 

It is not-sd that t.he ref tn. ... onccd to J.etypa conta:bis 
the eddress of IGI-?J),. as 223 ... 6th St~-EH'YG, J;;~<l:'!.sc:n, :O.li.~ols • 
'l1his add:.""ess ehou2<1 be co1~Tect0d "co show RJEED's ndu.1~ess 
as 2023 - 6th Street; I:adizo;i, 1.11i.uois. 

RE.ED stated- thu t he was at th,a Pr.mt:tac Sta:te Fa:rm., 
Pont:lac, Illinois, in 1S'f;i2; He stated ·tbat ho ente:i:·ect 
l!:ennrd Stntc J?o:i:d:contiui·y at Ch~st~-r, Illinois, i:n 1~~te 
1949 and was su-L--n0q,u~n-tly trm?sported to .Pontiac .~ison, 
Ponti~~ •. Illinois,. 'in·'lat0· 1950. He st!ite\1 h0 rerm.ined 
the1•~- on a· fa.rm U...'l-cil he ·was re~sed 11'.22,-v.st 29~ 1952 .. -
RE.ED stated. at tne..tms .. h•a was cm the p1.·:.lscn :f:n-rra; there· 
·w01·e· uboui 150 po:.~sons world:ng there. . Ee stat€t1 that 
h5.s job ,ms to dsliver t1w m.~il to _eac~ _d.9i•i:mto;i.7 daily .. 

. ~ml that· he w.as .f r'.IJ.llisr gtj,nei~ally with every pe.rs_o:a 
· Ioca ted en the :farm V/t tho, t time. 

lmen questioned \~ .. bout the subject t R:EED stated _- · 
.th~t he does not :racall .th$'nn.me- noJ.· c;.o.;;;S n·e :rCE1embe.r . 
r'4Ssociat:tng with a p$rso11 nt.ii.ed J.!1.IrES -EilF.L RAY. He st~t~d 
that ha ,~ns fnn:llial" witl1 thi\m:t.rie sinco it• had b0en in 
the news f'.req-:.,.~n'tiy in rec{:nt c1ays,. ln~t it lmd never coma 
to his attention 1urtil now that E.AY r1ay h-:.ve b0en at 
Ponti.a::: State Farm wl:ilo he v:as there. He furt31e:r stated 
tl!at he- 'does not r,1ca11 any pn:z-•ticula1 .. pe:rzon '\7ho 
nw.y havo been friends. with tho ~~ubject. It -is note!,i frcra · 

. the referenced teletype ·-;;1-,j.J.t subject ent~red the . 
f'a:."It at Ponti~c Au~.st 12~ 1952. REED rec.alls th.;1.t- he was· 
dis.nissed frcr.1 Poni;i¼c1 August 29# 1952. He stat:ad tliat 
he was 19 years o:;td at the time h~ was on tho farm. · .He .further 

- ·1.d'7 . ·-
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rela.ted that he hss uot kept in ·cont~ct ,..,.ith anyo11e. · 
he 1.1et while at -tn~ft..:r1:1 , .. u1d kno...-1:a nothing of the whereabouts 

. of any of the im;-:.n tcs who were i:ncarce:en ted ~ t the f arn1 

.TJhile he was thGre. 

P..EED is c1~.scribec1 as: 

Age . App.rc::i::i.r:1a te ly 33 
_Helght- 5' 6" 
Weight 140 
Bair Blonde, craw cut· 
Eyes Blu-e ' 
Conplei:ion Ruddish 

liarital 
status 

Employer 
• 

Linps due to a crippled right leg 

Single, lives with his mother 
at the above noted addxess 
Smi tat ion worbsr 
riding Oli sanit2.ti.on trucks 
in the Madison-G:..:ani te City, Illinois El,rea 

REEU has 5 brotheJ;S living in the MadisonuGr~nite 
City ·area and l sister. 'It is noted from B. cz-i.i-:tinal check 
-n~t the Madison city- ·PD that ·cHARL.'ES E. REED has had sor1e. 
cradit problems ~s ·well as being arrested for sps~ding 

. and disorderly conduct since• his release from ·Pontiac •. 
(also from Granite City PD records) 

'~-·,148 

- ........ 
• -! 
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The following- investigation was conducted by SA 
·ELYON H. DAVIS: 

On May 2, 1968 1 Deputy Sheriff, JOHN BLIVEN, 
McDonough County, Macomb, Illinois, advised that KENNETH 
D. FOSDYCK no longer resides in Bushnell, Illinois, but 
resides in Macomb, Illinois. He stated that FOSDYCK has 
a criminal record and is holder of FBI #442 181 A. He 
advised that FOSDYCK is pr~sently employed by Burell 
Florists in Macomb, Illinois., and resides at 321 College 
Street, Macomb, Illinois. He advised that the record 
of FOSDYCK shows he was first arrested on October 14, 
1948, for tampering with a motor vehicle and has later 
ar·rests for robbery, petty larceny, auto larceny, 
probation violation; however, Deputy BLIVEN advised_ 
that the last known arrest for FOSDYCK was on December 
3, ·1954 when he was r~turneci to the Illinois-State 
Penitentiary at Joliet, Illinois, for.parole violation. 

.FOSDYCK: 
He furnished the following physical description of 

Race 
Sex 
Date of Birth 
Height 
Weigpt 
Hair ". 
Eyes 
Build 
Education 

Whi'te 
Male 

5'1Qtl 
155 pounds·· 
Black 

- Brown 
Slen_der 
8th Grade 

On May 2, 1968," ELMER BURELL, owner, Burell 's Florists, 
. Macomb, Illinois, advised that KENNETH D. FOSDYCK is employed by 

him and has been for a number .. of years •. He stated that FOSDYCK 
_r~~ides at_ :the Florist a_t 321 :pollege Street, r,4acomb, · Illinois, 
and that during the past sever·a1 years FOSDYCK has been working -
regularly. He advised that FOSDYCK was working during the· 
per-iod of March 27, 1968, through April 4, 1968.' 
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A number of ·photographs of JAMES EARL RAY were­
exhibited to ELMER BURELL. He a,dv ised that he has never 

·seen anyone with FOSDYCK remotely resembling RAY. He 
also advised that he had never· heard FOSDYCK mention RAY 
and felt certain that :this individual had not been in 
Macon1b in the recent past. 

On May .2, 1968, KENNETH D. FOSDYCK was interviewed 
at 321 College Street, Macomb, Illinois. A numbe-r of photo­
graphs of JAMES EARL RAY wer~ exhibited to FOSDYCK. FOSDYCK 
f.urnished the following information: 

The photographs of JAMES EARL RAY are vaguely 
familiar to him as someone he has seen in the past. 

FOSDYCK advised.that _he (FOSD_YCK). was assigned to. 
the Illinois State Penitentiary Iloh'or Farm at Pontiac,· . • 
Illinois, from September 15, 1952 until February 5, 1954. 
He·a~viseq·t~at tpere was not a large number of individuals 
residing at this Honor Farm and it is quiet possible that 
he knew JAMES-EARL RAY vaguely during this period of time. 
FOSDYCK-advised that he certainly has not· ~·en R~Y ~ince · ·- ·. ·,. 

·February, 1954, and has had no information concerning RAY's 
whereabouts. - • • 

• • 
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On 5/7/68 Chief of Police DEAN'WATSON, Kewanee~ 
advised that he knew of a DWIGHT ROWE having formerly 
lived in Kewanee, but advised that he had not seen him· 
in years. He further advised that both of ROWE's parents 

. were deceas.e.d, but that he believed ROSE V. JACABSON-; 111- .·.·. 
Hollis Street, Kewanee, was related in some way to ROWE. 

_pn 5/7 /68 Nrs •. ~~SE V •• JAQABS,9N, 1.11: f!olli,s , ... 
Kevianee··, advised that DWIGHT ROWE was her first husband ts 
brother. She further advised that ROWE quite often visits 
her_children, but.has not done so since the assissitiation 
of MARTIN LUTHER KING. She has neyer heard him ··mention 
JAMES EARLRAY. Mrs. JACABSON advised that ROWE presently 
resides at 905 Third Street, Green Rock, Illinois. 

On 5/7/68 attempts were made to contact ROWE, 905 
Third Street,. ~ireen Rock, Illinois, bu·t were unsuqcessful. 

On 5/8/68 DWIGHT PIERSON ROWE,. 90°5 Third Street, 
Green Rock, Illinois, ad~~sed that he had served ti~~ at 
Pontiac, Illinois, but_stat~d hS did not remember JAMES· 
EARL RAY. He stated that to th~.best of his knowledge 
the first he had ever heard ~'of RAY was •when his picture ~--
appeared in the newspapers irl regard to KING. ROWE advised 
that he met so many other men while in Pontiac using so 
many different names that he could .have met RAY and not 
realized it. , 

: ..... \ . ··- ···- ·- ·-. - : ~ ···, - . ~-- i,; .. -·-- . . ·-··--. ···- ... -·•-········- . - ··- . ·- .. -------------
. '· i. 
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VI. PRIOR~·T.HREATS AGAINST MARTIN· LUTHER KING,- JR. 
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DAVID V~; LANSDEN, Attorney, Cairo, Illinois,·· 
advised on April 27, 1968, that he has had BENNY K; PINKSTON, 
FBI #31.4.74~1 as a client on 2 or 3 occasions .. LANSDEN 
states ·that· PINKSTON ·is a heartless individual who professes to 
be a separationist and usually acquires small amounts of money 
from businessmen in the white community by soliciting 
donations in $1 and $2 ·amounts to promote his ~eparation of the 
races program~ 

LANSDEN stated that PINKSTON usually carries a 
quantity of JOHN BIRCH literature and distributes same 
and generally operates in the Sikeston, Missouri, or 
Forrest City, Arkansas area. · 

·LANSDEN was unable to recall any conversation wherein 
PINKSTON threatened the life of MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
nor does he recall PINKSTON ever consulting him as to what 
might happen if he killed KING.' LANSDEN states to the 
best of his knowledge, PINKSTON is probably in Forrest City, 
Arkasas where he has a mother and other relatives. LANSDEN 
stated .·to the best of his recollection, he last saw PINKSTON 
3 or 4 years ago. 

-i•. 

"J~ '\ ~'--· 
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"INTEROFFICE" LOOKALIKES AND POSSIBLE SUSPECTS 
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A. VINCENT DE PALMA 
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On April 6, 1968, RONALD LORENZEN, Managing 
Edit.or, Times Democrat, Davenport, Iowa, advised he receiv·ed a 
telephone call from EDWARD BUMGARDNER of 917 - 6th Avenue, 
_Erie_, Illino_;i..s C?n Apr;il 5, 1968 •. _BU.MGARDNER adv_ised ,1;im tbat . 
the photograph displayed on teleyision of the assassination suspect· 
appears to be that of one VINCENT DE PALMA~' BUMGARDNER also 
advised that he is a former Minuteman and the assassination 
may have been committed by a member of the Min~temen • 

. . •·.,. ·.·- -

' ~ ~ _{" 
) I,. \-, 
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B. CARL RICE 

I . 

157 -

·. 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



I. 
I 

• 
SI 44-561 

. JUDI'l.11 LOTT, 1103 West North Crest, Peoria, 
Illinois, telephonically advised on April 5, 1968, 
she viewed a composite drawing of suspect in slaying 
of captioned individual·on Channel 25 WEEK television, 

. Peoria, Illinois~ which individual resembles CARL RICE, -
Minneapolis, Minnesota. LOTT was described as: 

Race 
Sex. 
Height 
Age 
Hair 

· Eyes 
Weight 

White 
Male 

-· 5t 11" 
32 
Blonde 
Blue 
155 pounds 

LOTT continued by saying RICE was previously 
'fnvoived in narcotics ·and racial matters. He attended· . 
Blake School, Minneapolis, resided with father, Doctor 

·_ CARL·RICE, suburb of Edina, Minneapolis, approximately 10 
years ago. HARLEN BARRD, WEEK TV, P.eoria, Illinois, advised 
the composite drawing of suspected slayer of·captioned . 
individual was shown on television April 5, 196~, which 
drawing '\"1as f ram. UPI Wire, Photo Service. 

. ' 

,. 
\ ~-, ..... 
'. ~ .. i. 
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C. WILLIAM RAY KING 
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On April 7, 1968, Detective Sergeants JOHN COLEMAN 
and ROY WEST, Rock Island Police Department, advised an· 
anonymous telephone call was received at the Police Department 
a white male wearing gold colored clothing was at the Ft. 
Armstrong Hotel in Rock Islang Illinois, either had a gun 
or guns or made statements that· he had killed someone 
or that he had been in Memphis, Tennessee, when MARTIN 
LU'IBER KING,- JR.; was killed. The voice was very muff led and 

·the exact comments could not be distinguished. 

Both proceeded to the Hotel where they immediately 
located ·BILLY RAY·KING ·whom they checked for a gun·. - · In 
subsequent conversation, they determined that KING came · -
from Loui~iana and spoke very bitterly of MARTIN LUTHER· 
KING.! He stated he got what he deserved and whe~ asked 
if he had killed him, this person responded that even if 
he had he wouldn't tell them.· They decided to take hi~ 
to the Police Department for further investigation. 

• 
\ \: . ,\ ~ _· ' , ... 

·:· , •.c 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIOt~ 

Date April 11, l9GG 

BILLY RAY KING-was intorvie·wcd:at the D.oc1;:·I~lnnd·, 
Illinois, Policz Department, by RO,B:ZRT A. WICI;:Wrm~ and CIIAfiL:,;s 
E. SUITII who identified themselves.as Special Age~ts of ~ho 
FBI. Kli:TO was warned of his l'ights and he waiv0d thei;1 as 
shown on an executed warni~g and waiver formo 

BILLY RAY K.IHG advised he has resi~1ec1 for ten years 
_at 102 Arli~gton· Street, Lake Provic1ence, • Lou:lsiana. }Ic has 
been employed as· a decl-..: hand on different boats in the r.Iississippi 
River.since he was 18 years of ageo He stated for the last 

· · three months he has been. ernployed as a 'deck hand on a towboat 
for the K0 G .. Wo Towing Company out of Greenville, U;i.s~issippio 

He added that he had been injured on his boat 
approximately twenty days ago and had been· treated at the 
Greenville, Mississippi, Gen~ral Hospital, but had been 
recuperatinG at his home in Lake Providence, Louisiana • 

. He had recovered and arranged to catch his boat, which is 
the George Weathers, at Qt1incy, Illinois. His Personnel 
DirectQr, JERRY WILSON, with the .K.G.W. Towing Company in• 
Greenville, ~-Iississippi 1 had given him an airp~ane ticket 
from .Gre_9nville, Mississippi, to St. Louis, Missouri, to 
Quincy, Illinois, for April 5 1 · 1968; however, he determined 
that all.planes were full and was instructed to take a bus 

•. to Meinphi~·;' Tetmciss-ee; _.to ca.tch a plane to St. Louis. H~ · 
left his home by •r1·ailway Bus around noon on. April 4, 1968 
and proceeded to Memphis, T<:'lnnessee, which is about 175 
m~~e5.. Ho arrived in Uemphis sometime ii;i the afternoon • 
probably ai~ound 4: 00 ·p.ni'; While at the Trailway Bus Depot, 
the riots broke out due ·'to the shooting of f;Il).RTIN LJJTHER · 
KING. · He ridv·ised that the ·.~.bus depot was closed.. There 
was no busses allowed to l"e'.ave ·or e:1ter and the people in 
. the bus depot were forced td: remain in the depot all night 
lo~g. He a~vise~ that the depot was only two or three . 
blocks from the Lorrzine_Motel in Memphis, Tennesseet where 
KING was· shot. He advised that he knows where this motel 
.is located as. he had stayed· there on previous occasions; ~­
He added that it was gerieral knowledge in all t~e paper~ 
that Dr o MAH.TIN LUTHER KING was in Memphis and . s tayine; at, 
the Larraine Motel. · 

I· 

On · 4-7-68 at Rock Island _I_l_l_i_n_-o;_a._: s ___ File#_· _S_I_4_4_-_5_6_· l_;_-_ 
/ 

--- i 
SA CHARLES E. SMITH cz: 

by SA ROBERT . A. WICKWIRE ,.. /ras 
.. , ' ·. 

. . . -, 
4 -9-68 ·. Dote dictated _______ -:----

This document cont•ins neither recommendations ~ai • .Hl·elusions of the FBI. It is the property "of the FBI ond is looned to your agency: 

.. It Oftd Its Cofttents ue not to be distributed outside your_ogency. 
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KING stated. that ·he did not -sl-ioot MAR'i'IN LU'I'Hl~R 
KING but hastily added even if he had dotie so, he wo~ld not 
tel1 0 He also stated that Mfl.B.'l'IN LUTHER KING iot just what 

.he deserved and that the people in the North are getting 
just what they deserved on· thi~ racial problem as they 
caused the whole thingo When asked if he was a member of 
toe KKK, KING stated that he was not a member but also 
added even if he-was, he would not tell. 

KING then stated during the early hours before 
daybreak~ the busses started .to ~ove and he was able to 
take a taxi to the airport. He·recalled that the_ fare 
was somewhere around $4a65. When he arrived at the air­
port, he determined that there was only one pla~e that he 
could catch to Quincy, Illinois; however, this plane was 
full and he ·was placed on sthnd by. When the plane left 
a-nd he· could not get on, he then made a long distance 
telephone call to his boss .J.'.mRY WILSON who then told him 
to catch a bus to St o Louis and a bus to Quincy where he 
could catch the boat. He advis_ed that he took a cab back 
to the bus depot where he boarded a Trailway Bus for St .. 
Louis, Missourio He advised this was early in the morning 
and arrived in Sto Louis sometime aronnd noon o -He then. 
cati"ght· a bus_ fr.om St~ Louis to Quincy; however~ th.i.s· bus .. 
made mariy different stops and he arrived too late: in Quincy 
t6 catch the boat. H~ then took another bus to Rock _tsland, 
Illinois; where he now ~nvai ting for the bo~.t which is. du.e to 
~rrive at 12:00 ~idriight~, 

,. 
> 

KING stated -·tha\t''·]J.e ovins a 1967 bright .blue .Mustang· 
which is at his home at Lak~ ;?rovidBnco, Louisiana. He 
explained that the papers for this car are in the name of 
his friend TRAVIS SHEFFIELD 1 • who lives approximately three 
blocks away on Foster Street. He stated he bought this car 
from SHEFFIELD and is making the payments but he has not 
had the papers changed over:to his name. The car is at his 
home • KING. also admit te cl that he -owned a : 3 8 nis tol and a ·· 
shotgun· which are both at his·, home. •· · 

The following description was obtained from 
· observation and interview:· 
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Name 
Sex 
Race 
Date of Birth 
Place of Birth 
Height ; 
Weight 
Hair 
Eyes 
Complexion 
Address 

Occupation 
Education 
Marj_ tal Sta ttis 
Employment 

Mother 
Arrests 

'~ : ... ~, . 
> 'I:. ..... -,~ - ... 

1. 

----------- ---------

'BILhY· RAY KING· . 
Male 
White 

St. Joseph, Louisiana 
6t111 _. 
185 po~mds 
Dark Brown, Curly 
Blue 
Medium to ruddy 
102 Arlington 
Lake Providence_, Louisiana 

Deck Hand, Towboat 
Seventh Grade 

Single 
K9G.Wo Towing Company 
Greenville, Mississippi 
GERTRUDE FilITH 
Admits juvenile arrest 
before the age of 18 for 
assaulting a Negro police 
officer in Lake Providence, 
Louisiana, explaining he beat 
this offirier with a pipe, served 
nine months in a reform school 
at Monroe, Louisiana; 
Admits arrest at ~~e age of 18 
for carr·ying a .p.is to·r at Lnke 
Providence, Louisiana, fined 
$200.00 and $37.00 costs and•· 

~two years probatiori: 
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D. UNKNOWN SUSPECT 

,.: 

'. 
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TOM MOSS, Chief. of Police, . Kan~akee, Illinois, advised 
on April 5, 1968, he received an anonymous telephone call 
stating that a young white man staying at the West Lane Motel, 
Marion, Arkansas, had told a female employee of this motel that 
he was a Chicago police officer and that he was on his way 
to assassinate MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.' No further information 
was obtained from the anonymous telephone call. 

4 ., 

-...... ---
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E. ALLEN RICHARD THAYER 
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The Springfield, Illinois Police Department, on 
April 8, 1968, advised ALLEN RICHARD THAYER was in custody 
and that he fits the general description of the individual 
who shot MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. THAY;ER interviewed . 
this date by Bureau Agents and he advised he could 
not account for his whereabouts on the pertinent dates 
as pertained to this case. He did advise, however, 
that he had been traveling across the United States for 
several weeks and that to the best of his knowledge he was in 
D~nver, Colorado on the day that he heard that KING had been 
assassinated. THAYER advised at no time was in in Alabama 
or Tennessee this year. THAYER a~d companion were traveling 
in a 1959 gold Chevrolet. · 

THAYER is de~cribed as: 

Height 
Weight 
Hair 

Eyes 
Coinplexion 

· ·Tattoo 

Previous arrests 

5' 11" 
155 pounds 
Dark brown 
combed straight back 
Blue 
Dark 
Skull and crossbones 
left forearm 
Armed robbery 
Ontario Canda 
breaking and entering_ 
Hartford, Connecticut 

~ ~I I I DOB 
\ .. Bristol, Connecticul 

THAYER advised he. :knows nothing concerning the· murder 
of KING nor has he any animosities-towird KING. The Springfield 
Police Department filed charges, .. against THAYER for defrauding 
an innkeeper. · · 

.. 
J 
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- - ~67 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



SI 44-561 

F • WILLIAM LOHMEYER 
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On April. 9, 1968, discreet investigation was 
conducted re WILLIAM LOHMEYER, Route 1, Strawn, Illinois. -
Information was developed LOHMEYER has been in the Strawn· 
Illinois area, during the pertinent period re captioned 
matter. · 

LOHMEYER is described as: 

· Race 
Sex 
Age 

· Height 
Weight 
Complexion 
Hair 

Build 

Occupation 

White· 
Male 
~3 . 
5' ,gtt 
165 
Ruddy 
Brown 
·Burr cut 
Medium - stocky 
round facial features 

.Farmer 
Well ·respected in_community 

I -
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G.- J. J. TRARES 
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JEROME J· •. TRARES, is described e,s: 

Race 
Sex 
DOB 
Height 
Weight 
Hair 

Employer 

·White 

~ 
~ 
230 pounds 
Brown, graying 
bald, front and top 
4 Sheryl Drive, 
East St. Louis (Caseyville) 
·111inois 
UoS. Gypsum 
salesman of building materials 
to wholesalers 

Was in Memphis, April 2-4, 1968 
to contact BILL WOOD at 
lumber yard owned by 
JOHNSONS, owners, 
Holiday Inn Motel Chain 
Driving 1968 Green Ford 
4 door registered to 

1
. 

u.-s. Gyp$um 

TRARES departed Memphis at 4:00 P.M.· April 4, 1968, 
arriving at residence 10:30 P.M. the same date after 
stop at Cairo, __ Illinois_ • 

..... ~ ;t 

Due to varience "in phys.ical and car description and 
departure time, he does not 8ippear identical to the 
unknown subject. · "\ · 

\. 
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H. UNKNOWN SUSPECT 
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I. ROBERT L. PLUNK 
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ROBERT ~.; PLUNK, white male, age 34, born 
j 5'. 10" tall, 160 pounds, dark brown· "ha:i.r, 

~r_e_c_e~d~i~n-g-,-----.b~r-o~i~,n~e~yes, was a passenger on train number 6 re Railroad 
to st· .. Louis, Missouri, at 5:00 A.M. this date, April ll,·1968. 
PLlTh"I{ briefly interviewed at Carbondale, Illinois, in view of 
information furnisfied.J by train personnel indicating PLUNK resembled 
artist's sketch of assassin of Dr. KING~' PLUNK boarded . 
IC passenger train #lOout of Jacksonville, F~orida, at Corinth 
Mississippi with a round trip ticket to St. Louis. He was with 
his mother, E-ULIA PLUNK and resides at RR 2, Michie, Tennessee. 

-PLUNK produced a letter from Veteran's Administration Hospital 
(Vah) St. Louis, Missouri, addressed to UOBERT L. PLUNK, 
RR 2, Michie, Tennessee, requesting him to report f<?r 
physical re disability claim. PLUNK has TB was a Korean . 
war veteran and had prior chest operation for TB at Murphyreesboro, 
Tennessee, VAH. The- letter directed PLUNK to report VAH 
A 139, 9ut patient service, 915 North Grand, St. Louis, 
Missouri, April 11, 1968. PLUNK claims he does 
not work due to physical condition. PLUNK obviously in 
poor physical condition and had difficulty in moving and 
breathing. 

.._., .7t 
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J. A:·11 J. CONSOLINO 
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~
~ · On April 13, 1968, LEONARD KORtIOflNY, Manager, 

Lipsett Steel Products Company,_ 2520 East 23rd Street, 
- Granite City, Illinois, advised that D. L. PETERSON is 

, actually a D. L. Peterson Leasing Company, Baltimore, 
l.laryland, and the automobiles for Lipsett Steel Products 
C-0mpany are ~eased th~ough the D. L. Peterson Leasing 
Company. 

He advised that the Lipsett Steel Products 
Company and the Luria Brothers and Company-are the same 
canpany,operating out of 2520 East 23rd Street, Granite 
City, I lli-no is. _ 

He said A. J. CONSTANTINO was an employee of the 
Lipsett Stell Products Company and that CONSTANTINO was 
residing at the Executive Apartments at 10038 Executive 
Dr.ive North, St. Louis, l1Iissouri, and woukl not bq retu,rning 
back to the company until April 15, 1968. _: He further · 
advised that CONSTANTINO was the only employee of the 
company who took tra ve_ll:t'ng assignments. _ He ad:vised that 
he "did not have any inforni.at:ion COUC:;erning the 1968 

ois license 411809 at the present time. 
- -_ ' . . . . ' ~ '\ . . . 

.... _; ____ _ 

( t {: 
j "i " .• ~~ . 

r 

- 177 

-. 

, . 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



SI 44-561 

K. UNKNOWN S_!JSPECT, AKA RICHARD GALT 
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He desc:r:lb,3d this ihdividun.1 as follows: 
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l1gt2 App1~oxina:c~ly 40-·12 years cf age at 

this ti~e 
61 
J,65 
Thin ~ ' ,, 
Casunl'<l~es~ar, had excellent knowledze 
ox 11.?.nd guns· ~ud hz.d excellent lmowlc•JJc -
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·th'.:1.t he 
c11.1;::t r1g i1;ts ct"\!.' 3.y ~,10tl1->s o IIe. 
ezpe:r ienced vct0J'."an s~ri.w.ano 

lIBYIBI,11:. 1vas co1:rG~ctec1 irl psz,s~)l"l ·n·y S}~s ELJ:A.S 
17:U.:LIHIS, «h' o ~ and the ,;1:d.te.r, and. he could add no 

. add:tt:!.ona~. in:~oz·r.mtion to the aboveo 
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