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uniTE@ETATES DEPARTMENT OF JusT@k
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Copy to:

Reportok: SA JOE C. HESTER Office: HEMPHIS
Date:  JUNE 5, 1968 '

Field Office File No.: 44-1987 Bureau File No.: 4438861

Tile:  JAMES RARL RAY;
DR, HMARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. - VICTIM

Character: CEVIL RIGHTS -~ CONSPIRACY;
UNLAWFUL FLIGHT TO AVOID CONFINEMENT - ROBBERY

Synopsis: JAMES EARL RAY, FBI #405 942 G, escaped Missouri State Penitentiary
(MSP) 4/23/67, and on 7/20/67 a complaint was filed before USC
W. C. SHELEY, Jefferson City, Ho., charging RAY with unlawful flight
to avoid confinement in violation of Title 18, USC, Section 1073,
On 4/17/68 an authorized complaint was filed against BERIC STARVO
GALT for violation of Title 18, USC, Section 241, charging that he
did conspire to injure, cppress, threaten, or intimidate MARTIN
LUTHER XING, JR., in the free exercise and enjoyment of his rights
secured by the Comnstitution of the United States. Complaint was
filed before USC, Birmingham, 4la., by SAC JOSEPH H, GAMBLE, and
a warrant was issued for the arrest of GALT. Recommended bond is
$50,000. On 5/7/68 Shelby County GJ, Memphis, returned a secret
indictment charging JAMES EARL RAY with murder in the first degree,
Chronological listing of subject's activities from 4/67 to 4/68
set forth and reflects he resided briefly at MHontreal, Province of
Quebec, Canada. He traveled to Birmimgham, Ala., purchased a 1966
Ford Mustang, themn traveled to Puerto Vallarta, Jalisco, Mexico,
for a brief residence, and then to Los Angeles, Calif. Subject made
2 round trips by automobile from Los Angeles to New Orleans and
in 3/68 established residence in Atlanta, Ga. Using the name HARVEY
LOWMEYER, a Remington, Model 760, rifle was purchased 3/30/68
Birmingham, &la. At 6:00 P.M., 4/4/68 Dr. MARTIN LUTHER XING, JR.,
was shot and killed by a single bullet fired from the bathroom of
a nearby rooming house while he was standing on the balcony of the
Lorraine iMotel, Memphis. Same Remington rifle identified above
recovered at scene along with other items and persconal belongings
of the subject. Results of Laboratory examinations of all evidence
described herein. Interviews of relatives of JAMES EARL RAY, fellow
prisoners, and associates set forth. Subject is described as a loner
with no close associates, reportedly on amphetamine, and selling
drugs at ¥SP while incarcerated there. Identification record and
description also set forth. ARMED AND DANGEROUS .

=P “

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency: it and
its contents are not to be distributed dutside your agency. .
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7/28/67
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On July 26, 1967, a Canadian Money Order

in the amount of $9 was received at Futura
Books, Inc., Inglewood, California, from -
ERIC GALT, 2589 Notre Dame East, Montreal,
Canada, as payment for three books entitled
"Sexual Anatomy," "Unusual Female Sex Practices,”
and "Sex Feeling in Men and Women." Futura
Books dis able to state that the ad answered
by GALT had appeared in "Men's Real Adventure"
magazine. This order was received and malled
on the same date, July 26, 1967.

ERIC GALT purchased a Canadian Postal Money
Order #(31,600,868 at Station "C," Montreal,
Canada. This money order was in the amount

of $17.50 and was made payable to Locksmithing
Institute, Little Falls, New Jersey.

A photostat copy of this money order was
examined by the FBI Laboratory. The FBI
Laboratory reported that the photogtat

copy of this money order lacks the quality
necessary for a satisfactory comparison;
however, some differences were noted between
the writing appearing on the face of this
item when compared with writing appearing
on other specimens submitted in this case
under the name of ERIC GALT.

ERIC 8. GALT, 2589 Notre Dame East, Montreal,
Canada, enrolled in the Locksmzthing Institute,
1500 Cardinal Drive, Little Falls, New Jersey,
a correspondence school whose records reflect
that his first payment was received July 31,
1967, and the last payment was by money order
dated March 28, 1968, During the period

of his enrollment GALT showed in addition

to the Canadimn address the following
addresses:

1535 South Serrano
Los Angeles, California

' 2608 Highland Avenue
Birmingham, Alabama

113 14th Street, N.E,
Atlanta, Georgia
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Subject's family is reported to have changed the
family name as often as it suited them, and they have been

known at various times under the names RAY, RAYNES, RAYNS,
RYAN, and BERNES.

A birth certificate has been located reflecting
that JAMES EARL RAY was born at Alton,
Illinois, to JAMES RAY and LU MAHER.

Mother ) Y, nee MAHER, was born
| at Alton, Illinois, and
ed an alcoholic on January 285, 1961,

at St. Louis, Mlssouri She is reported
to have been 2 prostitute e f
her life

Her husbhand, who now
uses the name JERRY RAYNES, abandoned her
in about 1952. From about 1954 until her
death in 1961 she lived with JOHN EUGENE

GAWRON whenever GAWRON was not in prison.

Father JERRY RAYNES, born
resides alone on a small farm on Route 2,
Center, Missouri, and has telephone number
AM 7-3467. He claims to have married the
subject’s mother at Jacksonville, Florida,
in the spring of 1929, 1930, or 1931 but
he admits to having lived with her in a
common-law relationship prior to their
marriage. He states that he and the
subject's mother separated about 1949 and
he admits to having lived with RUBY CARPENTER
off and on from about 19562 until 1963.

RAYNES claims to have last seen the subject
about 17 years ago, and he claims to have
no information regarding his present where-
abouts.

Brother JOHN LARRY RAY, borm
resides alone at 1900~ erokee, St. Louis,
and is engaged with his sister, CAROL PEPPER,
in the operation of the Grapevine Tavern,
1982 Arsenal;, St. Louis. The telephone at
the tavern is number PR 6-9417.

JOHN has served sentemces in both the
Illinois State Penitentiary and in the
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Brother

Sister

@
®

FRANK DELANO RYAN was killed im an auto-
mobile accident during 1963,

CAROL PEPPER, bormn is
married to ALBERT PEPPER and resides at

2025 Belleview, Maplewood, Missouri, a
suburb of 8t. Louis. She is the owner of
record of the Grapevine Tavern, 1982 Arsenal,
St. Louis, Missouri, which she operates with
her brother, JOHN LARRY RAY. Her home
telephone is 645-2948 and
the tavern is PR 6-9417,

has been married to ALBERT BENNY PEPPER,
FBI #5881 723 D, for about the past € years
and ALBERT PEPPER demnles ever having met

the subject. When guestioned regarding a
letter addressed by the subject from the
MSP to Albert J. Pepper Stationery, 712-A
Shenandoah, St. Louis, Missouri, ALBERT
PEPPER stated he formerly resided at that
address but was not aware of any mail
addressed in such a manner. He admitted
that his wife night have received such a
commuitication but he denied having any in-
formation concerning this. Neither CAROL
nor ALBERT PEPPER admilted having heard

from the subject since his escape and
neither will admit to having any information
concerning his whereabouts. CAROL PEPPER
claims to have seen the subjsct only 3

or 4 times in her lifetime and this was
after she came to reside in St. Louils at
about age 18. She states she has never
visited him at the MSP but did write letters
to him for her grandmother, MARY MAHER, now
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