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'· FBI KAN CITY 

FBI MlNNAPL.S 

l.51 PM· 6•14•68 URGENT Bt.E 

TO DIRECTOR 

. _KAN SAS_ Cl TY 

MEMPHIS. , 
... ,/ 

OMAHA 

FROM MINNEAPOLIS (157-450) 4p 

~· 

RE MINNEAPOLIS 

aUNE THIRTEEN LAST. 

~AUL BRIDGEMAN., FORNER INMATE., MSP., JEFFERSON CITY., 
'\ 

~ffSSOURJ., REINTERV,I EWf.:0 AND AD\?! SEO HE SAW·, JAMES EARL RAY AT 

FORTRESS SAR, KANSAS CITY, APPROXIMATELY .THREE WEEKS AFTER ' . . 

' 
HIS DISCHARGE FROM MSP., JANUARY. SIXTEEN., LAST·• HE AD\!l SED 

AT TIME HE WAS LIVING AT FIVE FOUR THREE EIGHT . . 

~ISSION., -KANSAS., CROE VILLAGE>. 

DESCRIBED AS MALE., WHITE, 

. POUNDS., SANDY BUSHY HAIR, WHO WORKS FOR·HIS 

I 

CONSTRUCTION COMPANY., WAS IN BAR AT TIME ANP SAW BE~ERLY HILL. 

AND WANTED TO KNOW< WHO SHE W-AS• 

-· 
BRIDGEMP.N STATES EMPHATICALLY HE DOES NOT KNOW. BEVERLY 

END PAGE ONE //4 - Ztd-:11/f -
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PAGE TWO 

HILL BUT HAS SEEN HER AROUND KANSAS CITY AND BELIEVES HER 

10 BE A PROSTITUTE• HE STATED SHE MAY BE SISTER TO BUSTER 

HILL WHO WAS IN MSP AND WAS RELEASED ABOUJ SAME TIME RAY 

ESCAPED• BRIDGEMAN ADVISED HE WAS RELEASED FROM PR1SON ON 
I 

TUESDAY AND RATHBERG VISITED HIM IN KANSAS CITY WITH BRIDGEMAN'S 

SON THE NINETEENTH, TW£NTI ETH, AND TWENT'f .. FIRST OF' JANUARY• 

HE NEXT SAW-· RATHBERG IN OKLAHOMA C1-TY WffERE THEY STAYED AT 

' 
OOt~ TOWNER MOTEL• HE RECALLS FIRST TIME HE SAW RATHBERG 

IN OKLAHOMA CITY WAS APPROXIMATELY ONE WEEK AFTER HE SA~ RAY 

IN KANSAS CITY. BRIDGEMAN ADVISED PRIOR TO BEVE:RLY HILL 'ARRIVING 

AT FORTRESS, BARMAID, XNOWN TO HIM ONLY AS JOYCE, RECEIVED 

CALL FROM UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE ASKING IF BRIDGEMAN WAS AT BAR• 

JOYCE TOLD CALLER THAT BRI DGEM.AN t-1-AS THERE AND THEN ASKED 

BRIDGEMAN IF IT WAS ALL RIGHT. BRIDGEMAN' ADV-ISED HE TOLD 

HER IT WAS OK AND APPROXIMATELY TEN MINUTES LATER, BEVERLY 
I 

HILL. SHOWED U?. 

AS POINTED OUT IN REFERENCED MINNEAPOLIS TEL, BRIDGEMAN 

INSISTS THIS W-AS LLST AND ONLY TIME HE SAW RAY SINCE RAY •s 

ESCAPE MSP. 

BRI OGEMAN CERTAIN VDU CLE RAY WAS IN WAS LIGHT BLUE 

T BIRD AND BELIEVES IT TO BE ABOUT NINETEEN SIXTY-THREET BIRD• 

END PAGE TW© 
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PAGE THREE 

HE' IS ALSO CERTAIN LICENSE PLATES WERE WHITE W'l TH RED LETTERS 

AND BELi EVES CAR TO BE LICENSED IN -IOvJ'A. 

BRIDGEMAN ADVI SEO IN BR! EF CONVERSATION WI TH RAY., RAY 

MENTIONED HE WAS_ "HOTtt AND ASKED F'OR MONEY• , BRIDGEMAN 

ADV.I SEO HE KNEW-- RAY HAO ESCAPED ANO., THEREFORE., GAVE HIM 

THIRTY OR THIRTY•FI\IE DOLLARS. 

BRIDGEMAN EMPHATICALLY D~~IED SEEING RAY IN' OKLAHOMA 

~EN HE- HAD PLENTY OF' MONEY ANO EMPHATICALLY DENI'ED TELLING 

ANYONE HE H·Ao ~EEN RAY IN ANY PLACE OTHER THAN KANSAS CITY 

AS STATED ABOVE. 

AS TO BEV.ERL¥ HILL., HE BELIEVES AT ONE TIME SHE DID WORK 

AT COLONY INN., KANSAS CITY., BUT IS NOT CERTAIN. AS TO BUSTER 

HILL~ HE DOES l<NOW"·HE WORKED AS BART.ENDER IN JEWEL BOX., 

KANSAS CITY,, AT ONE 1'.IME. 

JOYCE DESCRIBED AS A ••LITTLE RED-HEADED GIRL"• 

BRI D'GEMAN SUGGESTEQ POSSIBLE OTHER CONTA-CTS OF RAY ~N 

KANSAS CITY L<JOULD BE ONE JIMMY DEWiESSE t-JHO CELLED W-! TH RAY IN 

C HAL.L WHILE RAY. AT MSP., ANO CARL SPERO tiJHO KNEW. RAY AT MS?. 
' . \ 

BR! DGEMAN BEL! EVES BOTH, OF ABOVE RELEASED FROM MSP ]:'RI OR TO, 

( ' ' 

RAY• S \ll SIT TO KANSAS CI TY IN FEBRUARY. 

ENO PAGE THREE 
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PAGE FOUR 

KAN~AS CITY1 CONDUCT INDICATED INVESTIGATION TO VERIFY 

OR REFUTE BRIDGEMAN' S STORY• 

MEMPHIS1 CONSIDER ADVISING OTHER rFICE TO COVER LEADS 

SET OUT !N MINNEAPOLIS TEL JUNE SE~EN1 LAST. 

END 
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FD-36 (Rev, 5-22-64) 
~ • • _,..,,-, 

FBI 

Date: 6/14/68 

Transmit the following in ________ P_L_A_I_N_T_EX_T _________ ____. 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

TELETYPE Via ________ _ ·URGENT 
· (Priority) I 

-----------------------. -------------------------L---- - . - -

TO: DIRECTOR 

FROM: 

MURKIN 

MEMPHIS 
MI~NEAPOLIS 

KANSAS CITY (44~760) -P-

RE MINNEAPOLIS TELETYPE TO ·BUREAU, INSTANT DATE. 

KANSAS CITY TELEPHONE DIRECTORY, KANSAS CITY MO. PD, 
-· 

. - . 

AND KANS):\.S CITY LIQUOR CONTROL BOARb FAILED TO REVEAL ANY 

. RECORD IN THE NAME OF BEVERLY HILL.- JAMES DUARDI, OWNE-R~ 

AND KAY HAMMOND, BARMAI~, -OLD FORTRESS TAVERN; .K_ANSAS CITY, 

ADVISED THEY DID NOT KNOW ANY PERSON IDENTICAL.TO PHOTOGRAPH. 

OF JAMES EARL RAY. 

RECORDS, KAN.SAS CITY, MO. PD, REVEALED THAT PAUL 

BRIDGEMAN WAS A~RESTED FEBRUARY EIGHT LAST AT EIGHTYFIFTH 

AND.TROOST STS., KANSAS CITY, .FOR DISTURBING THE PEACE;.BY 

FIGHTING IN THE OLD FORTRESS TAVERN AT THAT ADDRESS. 

a) - Kans as City 
-1 - Dallas ( AM) 
RBH:lw · 
c 2 r 

Approved: ____ ,~-----'-} __ 

Special Agent in Charge 

--· 
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) 
A- • • ,.f> ~_.i ...,/ 

FBI 

Date:· 

Transmit the following in --------------::--,---------, 
{Type in plaintext or code) 

Via ________ _ 
· (Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L------- -

KC 44-760 

PAGE TWO 

IN VIEW OF THE ABOVE AND IN VIEW OF THE INFORMATION 

CONTAINED IN MEMPHIS TELETYPE DATED JUNE SEVEN LAST AND 

DALLAS TELETYPE DATED JUNE SIX LAST, NO ADDITIONAL 

INVESTIGATION IS BEING CONDUCTED IN THIS MATTER UNLESS 

ADVISED TO THE CONTRARY BY OFFICE OF ORIGIN. 

Approved: __________ _ Sent ______ M Per ______ _ 

Special Agent in Charge 
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, 

TO 

OPTIONl\1.. FORM NO. 10 I · 
MAY' 1962 EOlTION 
GSI\ FPMR (41 CFR) 101•11.8 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
SAC (44-760) DATE: 6/14/68 

FROM SA RAYMOND B. HOWE p 

SUBJECT: MURKIN 

A "Vi bro-Graver'' Model V-73, manufactured by 
Burgess Vibrocrafters, Inc., obtained on 5/29/68, from Mr. 
CLARENCE R. LUCKE, Storekeeper, Inmate Canteen, Missouri 
State Penitentiary, Jefferson City, Missouri, along with 
a "Channel ·Master" radio case bearing samples of the numbering 
of personnel at the Inmate -Canteen who would have placed the 
inmate numbers on transistor radios purchased at the Inmate 
Canteen at the time JAMES EARL RAY purchased bis transistor 
radio at the canteen. 

These were obtained by SA WEAVER and are being 
maintained in 1B3 and not being forwarded to Bureau at this 
time as all evidence obtained by Memphis Police Department 
bas been returned to them. 

The radio case has samples of numbering by Mr. 
LUCKE in the space on the back of the case marked #1 and 
with LUCKE's initials; by inmate AL PHaSON, #10499 1 in the 
area marked #2 and w>i:t·h PHASON' s initials; by inmate GUS LYONS, 
#01696, in the area marked #3 and with LYONS.':; initials. All 
the above were using a new electric engr~ver to enscribe the 
numbers 11 00416~~ 0n the case. Mr. TOM ROBERWS, civilian employee 
of the Inmate Canteen, used the ''Vibro-Graver" furnished by 
Mr. LUCKE on the top of the case in the area marked #4 and 
with ROBERTS' initials, and on 5/30/68, Mr. PATRICK RACKERS, 
former supervisor at the In-mate·canteen used tbe."Vibro-Graver11 

obtained from LUCKE to engrave the top of the case in the area 
marked.#.$, and with his initials. 

The "Vibro-Graver" obt;alined from LUCKE was identified 
by him as the only one in use at the Inmate Canteen since he 
started work there in July 1966, and be said the bit is the 
one which bas been in use in the engraver since July 1966. 

rkWSA 
~~~ 

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Phtn 
5010-108-01 
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PD-2o3 (Rev. 3-8-67) • FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

REPORTING Of'-"FJCE Of'-"f'-"ICE OF ORIGIN DATE INVESTIGATIVE PE.RIOD ~- Cift ~ -6/l.4/fi S/l61/68 - 6/12/66 
TITLE OF CASE REPORT MADE BY TYPED BY 

J.iW§ BML RAY» aka - RA~ B. fflli~ ~ 

~~~ CHARACTER OF CASE 
l-r;,r~-0' #41SS, -
W ,,/'q ... -#4fl~A 11 
~&P !.!!1W l!'mll'fIU; CIVIL RXOOTfl - CGNS~.IUCY 
l}a!>., ~IS L1Jl.ffl:$ BlliG, a .. , WAC -BOBBS'!' 
1DEQEA!UJ.i) - Vl~lM· 

'. 

~ns eity re,o:e-t of IA BA~ !J.., l'.OO'B d.at-ed 5/lti/ei,.. 

iiED 

· -~--4Zfflt -
• ~er" -; ,• • "'.c"~ ~ • 

, -.. -, Ill ;t•M:th~• -~-~ ---
- ;;, > • -:,. • • • • - ,_ 1' • ""' • • :. ~ --" •- _': • r 

ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED --- ., .. ,, ACQUIT-
<, . 
·cA_SE _HAS BEEN: 

CON VIC. AUTO- FUG. FINES SAVINGS RECOYERIES TALS 
PENDING OVERONE '(.~AR, □YES ONO 

,· p ENDI N"G PROSECUTION . o VER s1 x MONTH·s-_· □YES QNO 

'• 

i~('\ SP"EC;l;,.L. 
,·) 

AGENT· '-·; 
APPROVED 

,, '/: DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW 
~: IN CHARGE 

COPJl:;:S MADE: .... l y~f--,/?p: -~-i/ 
~ IMr•~ _-(~S8itt) ~- ,-~o•-~,;_,~~ t==~= 

,-

s M~bts . ,(~e'.1:$3'7_) 
l. 
1,.,u ..... ~---•-B)Knmi• 

-· L,~u ....... ,t~'tv (~760): ~----

. 
Dissemination Record of Attached Report· Notatio"n·s" • ~ V 

Agency ' 

Request Recd. 

Date Fwd. 

How Fwd. 

By 

* U.S. GOVERNMENT PR INTI KG OFFICE: 1967 0-2.73-871 
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KC 44-760 

This Vibro-Grav• is being maintained in the 183 
sect.ion of this file in the Kansas City Office. It is not 
·being forwarded to the Laboratory at this time for compariaon 
purposes inasmuch as th• original transistor has bee.Q r~UW'nect 
to the lltmphis Police Departm.mt • The V,Ua-o...Qrava:" aad, 
tiwDb«riDK sampl• are being maintained· 1a1he ev.-t they are 
needed in. t• future for •ia•t:ur, purposes. 

Ali inmateGJ and f~ inmat• furnishing iafoi-lflation 
regai-dlng au'bJect feai· retaliatioq from otber prisoners because 
of t.beil" furniahiq iDtormation to law enfor-caaent agencies-
In v iw 01 tbie I discretion aboU lu be used ta tbe d i.Sseminat ion· 
of any information iocluued in this report .. -

C 
CQVJB ·pAGX 
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KC 44-760 
T_HW :MD 
l 

Th<: following i:uv~stigatioll was condueti?d by SA 
TlIO~\S H" WEAVER: 

AT JEFFtnsoN C !TY J illSSOtlRl 

On Hay 15, 1D68, CECIL CLAYT~-i LILt..IBR:tOCE, also 
knovm 2$ CARL J..ILLIBllIDGE, who .r.cquestltJd t{~ t his identity 
as the source of this infol·~tion ue concealed, wa~, c01~t~ct,1d 
at th~ Cole County J'nil, nnd he fz.trllished tho following inf~r- · 
~atio.u: -

He know JAMES EAR1'4 RAY for quito so~ ti~ btdor-e 
P.AY "as moved into his call at tho Missouri Stat~ P~nitentiary 
(MSP). Ile h~d had some l=inor d~alings with RAY in poii..~;.".. RAY 
hil::1Se l:f _play~d very little poker 1 but he lioud lend money to 
i~t\;s who did play poker at th~ ''3 ior zu .rate 1:equil~ing 
$3 to be :rcpnid for ei,ery ~~ losned.. RAY \"·ma ntoo tight'' to 
play poker, a?ld even "tvhon h© lo-~arnd m-on-ey at the e-}:ortitan.t 
inte.ire$t rates be required ~oaa kiud of colhu.eral. If RAY 
was a , w.al~ man•• in t.hc §!SP, hnving re!oronc~ to an in~ta 
whose duties calletl for: his moving fl"iH:ly around the c~ll 
bloc}s., --·then RAY would have b~:on a carrhrr for th1J l!S~al prison 
lotteries dealing with. nu:m.l)c.1rs ana pa,1. .. leys ovo.r b~ll r,a~e 
scores, in -uhich cigari.:ttt~s were bet, and the ,-w~l!.. man" woulcl 
deliver the m~mh~.!"S· slips and tl"w 'j9im1ers' cigllU."t:ttas, aud 
'V:Oul~ be pai.d a pe.rcentngc by th~ ir..mab? who ran the lotttiry 
through this association,. ?n.:t the "walk £\~n" would per!rn-..1 
the so.rvico strictly for hi.s co~ission and -wm.tlci r;ot. nec!;ssar-­
ily Lr.:,- nclose" to th~i person rltnnins th~ lottery. but Wo\lld be 
sel~r.:tetl b~<muse ha had ~cc£>ss to oth~r inwitesf cells. m? 
has r:o i:nform;ation that .RAY w21s ev!~r a '~a.lk m.·n1'• or over en­
gas~d .in. lot tv1.~1oa 11s tlesc.rlb~jd above. 

I1, his co.nvei·stHiona with RAY he liiarued that RAY 
vias mor.;, interested in ~cxico than in Canada. !n sp~aking 
of placGs to go to .. cool o:fi" or .. _:'hid_f! out''• he sugttt•stcd to 
RAY that it -would b(z tH1zie-1r tor a white l\.i.ut1ricau to hi<lo out 
in Cf,\~1.sda th:m in 11;,1✓.ic.0 1 sitic0- his s~i:n color a:mi laui~uage 
would tc the imme a.a tbt? Mltiv.:rn, but nAY had spent so~u· ti::at~ 
in :!~·xico n11d app:Ol"'Qntly lik?.d the ~ren nmi he ~:xpressed very ii 
littl9 inter~st in C3nada._ 

D 
COVER PAGE 
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KC 44-?tlO 
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!lo and RAY discussed a 11ewspapor article '\ticb 
was publish-0d at a.bout the tiW1 they colled together in 
Which an Italian criminal •s escar;e to Italy f.1.~o» th-e U. s .. 
was ttpparf.mtly acconplishe-d th:t"ough his obtab1ing a Can­
adis.11 passport., .an.cl it -w~s suggGst?d ntid RAY was apparently 
awarie of the ctmto~ of th~ Episcopal Church and ChUJ.•ch of 
Engl~ri:d and its ln:anches in Canada of keeping baptismal 
re-cordG ar.:d :records of birth :for yo.a:.ts, which r(1corcls would 
be easily aec-0ssible to anyone wanting to assua~ a new id~n­
tity.. 'rhey discussed· how one eould go to a mstlium.-aiz-ed 
C&n:tdian ci i:y ~ find records of hi:t.th through an opori, 
ensily acc-essible cfo;rchi for a.n in.dividunl about ,m0~s 
own ag$, vc1 .. i:fy through local ic~1u.i1."y or source a.a t{,iria l 
that SDJae such person is docet4.sod • then -write to the Pro-
v incl al. capital of. that prowincio rDquesting a copy -of the 
birth certificat~ fo? t~t persont thereby securing cloo­
UI;lfl~tt1ry evi<Hmce- of a"na_w identity to use in st;4;:,u.ring a 
CanatliZin pa.as,:H.>rt.. R:.\Y. did :not CA.press a &rent deal o:f 
interest in this process aud ttmcle .no :munt.ion of pJ.annh1g 
to USQ such .a t.e'!:;hniquo to ~scap~ or change his identity., 
ml did not say anything ~boi.::.t ~my plans to go to Canarl~ or 
to M0xico awJ t.horaby to a third GOUntry 1 a:.,u he n>ave~ 1Uen­
t ion.:ad any intorest 1n Rho .. hmia 01" other cot.rntl"y wi tll a view 
of f ligb.t there in hopes of ~voiding e~t.1.'"adi tion., Rf~Y did 
say th.at be had co.tisict.arod I1\).ntra lla us a place to go to 
tn7oid appr$h~n1sion for a ~anted person, but inrlica tad that 
he h:n.d dis;aissed Australia. ~s a r•:!.f~,a iJ-..::-causc c.f th.a svarse 
population snd the lacz. of tou1tis:ts .. ""riAY told him that he 
b~d wx<itt1;1:n to Queensland, nppn.rently botoxo 1902, to somo 
Govornm.,;:int age1,cy inqui1"irjg nbout the type of ,~mploy:ment 
avail.able thero !o'Jt fo:roigners, lru.t bis convo.rsation indicated 
he ~ct no interest in 11.uatralia u.t that point.., 

~02t of MY 9 S conversation revolwect aroung Mexico 
when 9ptJa£..ing of places to go n:fter nµulling som.0 ,job':. 
f!o ~de no mention of narcotics sil1uggli1,g to Mexico., anrl he 
clid not ~rny how ho pla.rm,;;:,d lo obtain th.t! ''l:;;g haul a he vmntcd 
to make in order to ur-0tir~ 0

, other tllan that he ~i.ght happen 
on to .::t largo su~rm:ix.·kot w1 t.11 a lot of mo11By on har~ ~hich he 
could zi,b~ He did not r,a{)nti<m a;)y specif le sup,:,rnnrkfJt or 
area o! the cotmtry in this rvr,ru~o.. r1~0:;1 his conversation, be 
felt th~t RAY trnd actual €;!1p<:·.rion~~ in ancl kuo~h:dgo of 

E 

COVER PAGE 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



l . 

I 
t 

• 
ssuggling sanl l appliances into tJie Ca~p-ac.he Bay area o:t 
aexieo for resale •. ne ~ntionetl that there -w~rc so~ dollars 
to bG ~ado in this rncket with a v~ry small invest&ent requi~d. 
RAY'S aZ1socinte Ma'!'};o !..O?r~z GA!~IA or m\Tl~O CAf'-:Cl1'\ i..OPEZ or 
so~ sil1..i.la.r 11a~e previously des~1."ibed by L!LLIBJUl)C.m .. as 
·desc~:tbt!d by R-~Y was a r-eal pe:?.~sciu, and· r.,lLLIDB.ll .... 1GE rcl:5embercd 
the uaw.e ho ga:ve because it was similnr to the na~~ ofauuet 
bftcktt h~ had ~nown previou$ly in prison. 

P..AY spoli.e of the possibility of obtaiiling col-02.."ed 
couta~t lens~s to wear.to change tho eolol" of his eyes in 
avoiding detection., r,,,.~y did not say -whare ho· would try to · 
obtain eontact lenses or that he had actually ever tried to 
obtain t!~-oga or that ho bad ev<Jr ~oru contact lsnstJ~... R.liY'S 
eyes :as 1:.:U,Lll31HDGJ:. rm:m lls. th-c~ nre a faded, pa le b hle • ;or 
•gky bluil'"', and he ';lOUld i.niut to darM-en tho appoarunc~ · o.f his 

eyes in ehax:ging bi~ appearanca i> . :Uo tolrl Ll!-sJ,.lBR:UiGN how he 
. h~d ezperir.1tmted in the pnst on portions of his skin cove.red 
. bJ' his clotltiJ·!g with staining h:ts skin a darker coloi"" ~sing 
.em~ .kind of "walnut dye"' ... H-0 had appar.ontly tri{:d the c:1y-o 
out -0:E .cu:riosity to see how long tho 8t~i:n would last, antl he · 
told LILLlrDiU.t<iB that <th,a tly~ would ''just nave to ~.;.:ar off O. As 
to cli~iiiint his appt}aranco, LILLIDRIOOE f~wls it is $ignU.'icant 
to no·h,. thst. iltJY'S WE1ight would vary greatly ir-0?.l ~on.th t.o 
month., nAY would_go throu:gh ~riotls of vieight-U.:tting,. strictly 
£or th~ <~~e1·clritt t and he w·ould oc.casiona.lly t.-cco£..1~ concern<ad · 
OV(Jr his weight from a heal th st2r:rdpoi.nt ~:nd would looo v,;eight 
quic~ly. ;r~y ~as not a co~eti tive tHd.g;h.tli:fter and would · 
probah.ly not sceli. out a gym:na!:!im'.ll to przctice ~ghU i:fting, but 
ha was ,m::nu;ern.cd over a heart probhni hiV i~'1.gi:nad ",hat he natl, 
alld he want~d the exerciSi~ to strer~thcn !1.is h-eart.. Hu &f!On­

tioned thz,,t he know it would be ~asy to obtain a i'i.ctitious 
Socia 1 Seci,rl ty c:u~d si~ply by filling i~ a form iil any :na~ > 
stat~ that ha had heon self-{iw.ployed, &nd 110 woulcl be filail~<l 
a. nGw. Social Security ca1•d. Ho did 1lot .mention any pJ."Oi>le~ 
with regard to obtaining a drivnr's lice~se und~r an ansu~Jd 
M~eo· 

~\Y told LI!..LIIniuxn.:: about a shack ha .rented on the 
outskirts of C~H:llp~chc, ;1<'~Xico" antl bow h@ bad considered· the 
possibility o:f lmyi11g th~ sl1a(;k instead of pnyir.g .rvnt., 11on~y 
and not payin~ Mre i'.or irnythint than ooc~ss!l:ry -was of constimt. 
couee-rn t~ RAY., lie t.old LlLLil:OlU!iG!~ of tba dif:f icu.lty in 
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Mexico 1or a foreigner to·own any property. Ile told oK the 
practice of. t•~t•tntista P:t1,ars11 through. whicsi a .fm .. eigner by 
paying a :f*a could receive pe1•misston irom the !le;iican q •• 

Gove.2."1:uao:nt · to own a s~ll buairress in Mexico or 1,urchaaa prop­
erty on a s~ll sea le in il~xic,c;., He ~ention-ed how i·t was an 
effort to have .anything dona by local Govern~nt off !cials · in 
Mexico sine~ everyone moved so slowly~ and how in order to 
obtain "Rentista P1lpers'' ono \>tO~ild appariintiy have to p,ay 
two or thr~rt persons· ,:under the table" .. a f-ew pesos. in 
order to get t:lle p~per-n t.h.......--ough th~ Govei .. n:m..-trnt ·rod tape, and 
fr-01a lli.s conversation, it ap~~red thnt .RAV ~ev.:er was in Ue~::.ico 
long enough to wait out t.h-e pi•ocess of obtnining un.entista 
Pape1.":s:". 
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THW:nks 
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The following investigation was conducted by-SA-~· 
THOMAS H. WEAVER: 

At Jefferson City, Missouri! 

On May 24, 1968, CECIL CLAYTON LILLIBRIDGE, also 
known as CARL LILLIBRIDGE, who requested that his identity 
as the source of this information be concealed, and who is 
presently confined in the Cole County Jail, advised that the 
only mag.azine . he ever saw JAMES EARL RAY read while in the 
Missouri State Penitentiary was Time Magazine. He stated 
that RAY read whatever newspapers were available from other 
inmates who had them, and he once saw RAY read The National 
Enquirer, as he recalls the name of the p~blication, which 
LILLIBRIDGE described as a tabloid type newspaper. He. 
said that he does not know where RAY obtained the copy of that 
newspaper; and- stated that RAY would obtain Time from unknown 
inmates in the penitentiary, probably from inmates who had 
subscriptions to that magazine, and while he was around RAY, 
he had these magazines weekly. He advised that he never knew 
RAY to subscribe to.any publication. He recalled that RAY 
mentioned articles he had read in the U. S. News and World 
Re£ort, but he never saw him read that magazine. LILLIBRIDGE 
said that he would have no way of knowing what reading pre­
ferences RAY had 9r what other magazines or publica-tions he might 
read if he had access to them, since reading material is 
limited as to periodicals in the penitentiary unless one 
subscribes to them or borrows them from persons who do subscribe. 
He said that he had some books on the philosophy of NIETZSCHE 
and KANT in the cell, and RAY would read these because they 
·were available and seemed to be imoressed.with NIETZSCHE. 
He added that RAY seemingly was impressed with GEORGE WALLACE, 
ex-governor of Alabama, and was in favor of his candidacy for · 
president. 
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On May 10, 1968, Warden.H. SWENSON, Missouri State 
Penitentiary, advised that inmate CECIL LILLIBREDGE had the 
following cell assignments: 

January 9, 1954 
September 24, 1957 
November 12, 1958 
March 24, 1959 
August 26, 1960 
October 21, 1960 
April 21, 1962 

- March 9, 1963 
April 28, 1965 
November· 2, 1967 

B-102 
B-111 
G-63 
(J Hall) 

-B.:..97 
J-176 
J-143 
C-108 
C-17 
c-120 

It is to be noted that the subject in this matter 
~as also assigned cell C-17 from November 17, 1966, to 
January 18, 1967. 
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- Title: 

Characteri . . : · 

"· . - ' • ,,. - ' - ' ' , . ' •,. ,,_ , -~ ·, • ; i . • ' ': _ 

Synopsis; · · · _ · · ; ·· , · . . _- . .' , -· · . . -

!Mata :and 'ot!~cial~ -att _· t~e Jtis~Wi: 1\tate ~-tte.~tt•i· <•> 
,'tl~~~ljJ}' ti>.-' fttl'ni~h di. iU-~ati~B- :f41S~ ' , ·--,-~i~,,. :01"1~~$At~O!a0 

'01"' Ba-q iuide: ue~-,;; !meatt JJUmS D. w MSP IU612't , ', ', ' . ' 
ad:visM he -saw JtAI.'_ and "fall p•t!!.eYl'n J~ L~ owmw in J•tt~cn ;.,,. 
Gravios Dank~· It •. )'.Qu:t.e,. ~. ~ ttaiu~ sum~t- 1167 9 Inma:t• -
wabliJ:B to fun_i,ll any i!lformat ton a,e~dilll ubslmntr*' on »~. _ 
!WtT.iN LUfl!IR Jaffll, a. J4D Wa:tf'a• advised MY :,.-•iv~ $1.00 
P• month off'ieiat -~- at tlie prison. Additi~l info-Jrmatten 
set-· fortb r~~u:uig .BAY's ~ea.po b'om •~ a b!Ntad ~ .. 

_ ~emaa, BP ~ison -F,am, a:tlmi'tt$d ~eceivi~g l~tte.-t and phone ~all 
~:r:.bm p;r.·:Jf>..J' ·:J.mate TO:I. D!ffONr. invest1$gation :failed ·tr, det~ing 
any p•tinent i:cfwntion ll"'-e;~ding _ tvp-e ~f m~guin~ or - -

· -newspapers ~oau by ftAY- at ISP-. _ nll Labe:ta:to~y unable t~ uent ify -
ha!l~t"iq on 176 applications to th,»'~lE:1aw Lcc~ttb~~ 
lmttttite, B:M.$aB ~it:,~ IU.ssouri; fol?' rAOntbs ·Ap~il amt May, 
1963,· witb i~~n sepl• of, aAY'a- -ilnru:I~itae;. --- lnt~v1.ews· 
cOD,ttuct~ in @ff~~t_ to lqcate .p,AUL .c. m1•DAN0 MS-P #10134, 
s@t f~t~,.- · 4tto:t~~Y Jt}IJ~JP. ~ .. -. Jndep-nd~n~e,·.-U1sso~1,_ 
atlvis• that' in Ju~, ~:fr 1fl$ be· was nppoint~ to ie~es•t 
RAY ~n his a:p9licat1on fo~ w:e:tt,· qf Hab~as :--pusi. ~h.1$ b.~ing: 

· \'ftlS U!JSU(:Cessftll.. ~ !l"-eiv~ 1~·ttff fl'tJm.,,smy R...\,'f find - ., 
a l4Gtt~. ord.~l!' fl"<m felllt)W i.ate_~ 'MSP, fol' $1ffl>i&O. to cov• - . _ - -, ,<'.1 

MY'S le;a,l _;tees., Whi*h w•• $50 .. 00~ ,· llAKD ill tu~n--Jteimi?ned· ~,:. ', 
cli0elt_ !f:Uf' ,so .• uo ttl RAV at MSP• Atto:rney VAYm BRW}ON, _ - -. - .. _ -
J~f~on Ci:ty.9 Mis$~~!,- ·advis~ ~x .... DP 1=ate i. D.- DAI~~-:: '- -; 
contacted him in attenpt to obtain p~«.ll.e. i-: i.nmat~ ffleliM _ . · . · 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusion~ ·of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency, 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



• 

n.:r ~.q£;1 .., ;_a ..,_ 
'1'£:f"C'!l ' V'l: 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



. '. ', • 

,. ~~:~ :<{:~_/. 
--r~-- #-:t·,.. 

.• · . .,. 

,• .. . , 

I 

f' 

,. \ 
~/;·,i\. . , .. t ~:: 

l. • 

._, .... ,'. 
:. I 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



1. 

.-_.- -Y,"j.' 

,·./ 

, ~ ~:},·~- .~~-
._.,. 

·;_·-. 
;·- · .. -. 

,'. 

,, 

... '' ,, 

·• 

'l. 

t .: ;,.· 

) . -; 
f<_ 

. }'; ', 
.,... -',!•--· 

.•, ,r ._ . 
·',.., 

.;. ; ~ . .- . 

.., 

, .. ,,.-, ~ 
• i : 

. <, 

.... . .,,.,..,.. _______ ..,. __ 

·, -·;: 

.. , ...... 

;1~;, 

h·•~:,_.,·.,:,.': 

:,,., 

-.,/--!" ... _ 
'· ""c·:-, 1· 

-:·-.. , 

·-~{~1· 

~ ._ -. , 

_,,. 
. -,.,.. !, .... 

-··.:. .- ~ .· -~~: ·:· 
;•,~ \-;;,; 

. . 

.. (, 

'--:\~-- ~·: -~> 
-i:~ ,_-

._·.\ 

.. , ;,,1 
"l• 

. -;:~· -

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



':. '.-,: f,, ~:_- ~ • • 

·::{;~~---- .... _ <·_ 

.. 

.... ... ,. .•• .it. ~: 

. ~·{/:.:\;: .-,; 
·, •'\ 

,·• ... 

.,.,- . 

•,..).: 
,. V • 

.--"-.. 

.::- '. 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



'c: . KC '44-'760~ .­
:. 'liBA :.ss ·~ . 

1 .. ---

--------.,,...,_ ... ,,.... .. ---~---- - - - - - . 

The fo.llowj.ng investigat-ion.was conducted by -SA 
ijOWEN 8. ~YE.RS:: - · .' .. . . ·. 

.. . .. , . ,. . ... 0~ M'ay,··a:~ 1968, ~RL .~~GHT ,- MSP 65v978:, -~el"ying. 
0 • _.: · ,··· • ··~·-life· fqr ·murder-fr_om· New·. J,f.a'drid'; ,,,,Misso,uri,,. saicfJ1e did not · 
.. <. ·· · _ . '.kno~-·JAMES EA~L .~l.. ~e said ·Jl,e \yas ~t F~rdland· (honor ·_campJ•'•:. 

. on _.Ap17il 3, 1967. He sa.id he ·came to the penitentiary in 

. August of 1951. and: was out on Ju_ly 1,1,: --l967; by., es.ca.p~~:. He_· .... ·. ·• 
. · · .. s~_id .. lie: neve_r: h~~rd; of a. :.bounty for ·o1~he · f..;:i1)~irig .of 'MARTIN. < · ·. · , .•· 

· _:. t~~~- ~~Ng ij~~·''never: l).eard -·t,.f a;ny tim~to£· a. ·m1,1tual org-aniza:tion :' .. 
·. ·: f·p.r··~p.~1;~:fetion.,. :,prg:ftt :or'':otne.rwis·e.~.· .:, Jte. said. he had .. netv.er _ . · · · .... •.'.: 
· ... .':~ettrd· .of. tlte COOtEr gang or· any~ne· by t'he Jiame of"·COOLl!:Y ,: . · , ·: · : : 

~ . \ - • ?' • • •· • • .. ~· . • d~ . . • • ~ ' . •. • , _; :i, , ~- ... • -:.-_ • ' :- --, , .. • 'of.~'• . ~ 

'' :, · . . . -,., . · · ·On.May· 6;, ·1968-,. MAJOR B;ERNARD J. · POIRY., Ass.istant · .. ·: . 
:·i<,. ... Ward~n in :Ch~rg~ of .·se·curity; ... said• ~that,. t·he person who· . ·. :· · 

,i ... , :~"scape~· by ·usftig.· -~ -1'.ni!form and- going out t·he gate was MERLE , 
RAY.WINFOR:P-. ·:number'·l0177;' ,- He: was app_rehend!;!d·' i,~ Kans~s· City~ · ·: 

.. Mis!ffou·r1~~ -the ne.xt ,;lit:y ;· . He· E(aid JIMMY z •.. BRADL_~- also_ :a.lt~mpt-~.d·· . ,,, ·~ 
t.o escape ~:f ~s;i..ng a .:lad~er·· a.n<:l a· ·un-if_9r111.. .tHe. ·ot-d· ·not ,get. " .. :.\/ .. ,::/' 

'.away:· fr~.m t'lle, wal.J_S ~ lie: also. saj:d <tru{-(' the only ·p,e~son who : . · . .. . ,:;: 
· · · •: :· ;\ =·ha'd: ammuil'i.tiijn in' h:ls;··poc:ttets was. a .. "TEX'~-"HARRIS. arid· nanother 

;-·.<" · ·.' ,<·· ininatii by/the- name ... of HAW-KINS. He,.-said he als·<> ·traced some .. 
ammunit.i<>°:. to~ -~~e s:bdp wh~re BRAJ?LEY wort';~, .b1:1t. ce~,l.tl. llof · ' ., ·.' 
"pi·n". theur on him;·. · He said. RAY was neve~~ .J.:nvol'Ved in any ·of 
thes~ matters.~ · · · ... - · : · · 

. , -MAJOR POIRY said he h~d no information regarding. 
-·-: ... any.COOLEY or C'OOLEY ·gang; ·but would attelilpt 'to. devel:ope. 

· information in this regard through ·his in~te contacts. 

' . .·' ·., . ::,·on .. May .14, 19,68; MAJOR POIRY,furtlier advised he 
·. · ·· ·has· de·velopetf n~ information in :r;~gards thi~'· iflleged · 

. : . . '.9rganizatlon. or group • .> · · · 
: .• .,. ., ~ . 
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KC 44-760 
RBA:tlw 
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'l'~e f·ollowing inv~stig.ati~n was co~clucted by. 
SA ROWEN B. AYERS: 

AT JEFFERSON _CITY', MI,,SSOURl : 

Ori May_· 14, .1968~- .Mr/.HARRY LAUF; Re~ords Officer, . 
. Missouri State Peni.tentiary (MSP);. -advised ther.e hEt;ve been ... 
20 pers_ons by:·· the·. nam~ of . COOLEY· in· thtr-:MSP over·· the : years:· · 

. None are in ,any. o:f--,the· .branches of.· the prison ·at th'is · 
time •.. The ·last COOLEY to be released was JESSIE J. · 
COOLEY,· JR.,, MSP #11653,. who was released on· August 26.,. 
1967: . H~ was. received· on February 17, 1966, .and :trans..: 
fei~red to the -Algoa Refornia,tory. on March 22, 196'7 •.. He. 

·said. intense inquiry amqng inmates . and· custodial pers.onnel . 
has failed .to re.:veal _anyone; regardless of, the peJ·iod -~f. · 
_their inca.rceration or employm~nt', 'wllo·hasevE:ir- heard o't 
· a "COOLEY organization". or si_milar in. the >MSP •. • ' . .. . 

. Mr~ .LAUF further )ita ted there ·have been n·o. brothers . 
· in the Peniten·tiary by the ·name·s of. JAMES and LARRY RAYE.· . 
He _said, however,. that JAMES DUANE ·WRAY, #06720, :who is st i 11 

, in. the MSP,. 'is the broth-er of LAWRENCE EUQEtiEfflAY, ~SP. . . · :_ 
. #14014, w~o is on parole. : ·He. ha$ -previously -b~en . coritac·ted . 
·. in connection with this case.. · · · 

~-:: ' 

. Ori May 14, 1968,- 'JAMES DUANE, .. WRAYr #06720·, ·H Hall 
for _his safety,. was contacted~ _· He s~id. be did ·not know. · 
JAMES EARL RAY except by reputation and may have :seen. h:i.m~' · .. 
He said he is . the brother of LAWRENCE · EUGENE WRAY. . R~ s·a.id 
he has lived in pra~tically every hall in''·the MSP s_ince he .. 

. , ari'ived. in April· of 1963. He said .he. does not· kn·ow o::f any . -
organization ·of. inmates as· s~ch, and has, nev:er heard_ :.'Q,f· .. 
anyone by the name of COOLEY or ~OOLEY's Organizatio~ or_ 
similar.:· · · . ·_- ., , .;. . , ... ,. 

On May. 14,: 1968, M:r.--HARRY LAUF S:;tid .prison .re'cords 
reflect :there Wel'e three brothers in th~ MSP by. the· na.m~. of 
MENARD~- These·were RAYMOND OWEN.MENARD, FBI·#4 7J.:8.227,_ · 
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out on Janua'ry ·23, 1963, -'MSP #69079:; RICHARD LAWRENCE .MENARD, 
-· __ .MSP--#63823 .and #68550;.FBI 4 496-848, out June 16, _1965;_ ·. 

and LOUIS GENE MENARD, MSJ:l #67431, FBI 517, 988 A,: out . 
April 3, 1967 .. All three have 'listed their address· as· . · , . 

· care of their mother, ilAZ~L ¥EMARD 9 2104 South 8th. Street,· 
St. Louis, Missouri._ . . . 

. The ·record 9f -·THOMAS- BR.I'l'TON',. FBI. #5 0~8. 037.~ ·,. : .. 
indicates ~-e ,us_ed- the alias of ·WJLLI_AM -RAY i:n 19~9,_.-: : .·. --\ ,· < 

. according to -Mr. LAUF. · :·. · . ·· -. 
. . . 

: ' .. · On ·May 14,: 1968,. RAYMOND PRUITT, Clerk,_: inmate,'·. 
· was recontacted. . He was que~tioned · f·unner about the 
_existence :of the COOLlsY gang, organb;ation; or COOLIE;· etc •. _ 
He said .'he has been i-n the Pei1itentiary. for ·_12 _years and _ .. 

· there is no . orgarili:2:a t ion as: such and he· til!ver heard , of the.·<; • 
. CO_OLEY g~ng, or sim1lar.: - . , __ ., : 

. . . • ' - • • ' .. • ,.>. • .. . . . ~ '. - ~ . ;, .. 'i : /.·'_ • , ••• t . . . . . '' .-: .: . 

·· On: May ·14, 1968, JI:MMY·.Z, ·BRADLEY~ ':MSP #7;1.8_44.,.-. whQ -
~a,id he_ d ie:l · )1ot desire· that $Onie . of th~ . fnf o~ma•tion he ·_. _.-· _ ·, •·-. . 
furnished be attributed ·to him, saict that he has be.en. in . 
the· P~nitent,iary· since 1956' a·nd has ··bee·n involv~d i1;1 every_ 
ttracket" :t·here. is. in the l>e:n,itent ~ry and. also· has. att.enipt"~d _: .. 
·to escape and . bas helped o:thers -~ -. He -saiq -be-. iieve.f _ heard. of · _· 

· COOLEY or COOLEY:''$ .ga,:ng, or. organization· or similar.- :He ha;s- _ •· 
never. hear·d o'f' a bouniy ;on .MARTIN: LUTHER KIJG. · 11e never heard.· 

: of. RAY using any type of U:n-iform. to: .effect'; an esds:pe. -aithQ\ig°h . 
be.·did. · He n~ver heard of R.AY'J,.av:j.ng·a,iy.ammunitioil in,.:_,-.-·• -· .. · 
hi~ .pock~ts on '.:the· ,grounds al.though. "TEX" MORRIS,. probabiy-. -· .. · .. ·. 
not known to RAY, di<.L. He _said JOHN -STOUT ·li·ad :n_othing. tc{ : . 
do with furnishi:ng amphetamines to:·RAY, ana··he wou'id nq.t -.· .. : ·. 
-disclose who did .. -: He $a:td· STOUT.was fired :two ye:ars-·be.to·re. 
RAY escaped; a·nd had ·noth:fng_ to do :with'-it~ · He lp-dicateci; . . . · 
·STOtJT may. have been. fired_·-for stome ·dea.:tings _with_ hi_m (BRAPLEX)._~:- . ·" 

. · BRADLEY said ·that r~ee_ntly, since: the appearan,ce of an· artic·I_e: _. 
- about RAY: in •~ife ~agazinett-, t_he-- C Ha:11 tender named JIMJn; .... -· 

WALLACE (ph()il~tic)·, 'told him- that h,e had_ seen RAY last ~ummer . 
in St~ Louis with- "'two ot~er ex.;,:cons" ~-- He s~id he d,id, -~~t . . . 
know the. details-· or th.e .name-s of the· "ex-cons". , He. said' WAl.iLACE 

• , I 
.... _1 

probably would be willing -to furnish the informati~n- lie, 'has: ' ,', :;, .. ,· . 
and in' this. ;r-egard. lie~ .did not ·desire his name. t-o· :'f)e US~tL.- .. 

. . . , . . ,· ' ' . . . ' . , - , ~ . .. ,- - .. 

. :_ .. 
< •• 
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• 
BRADLEY said he has not developed any other 

information which might aid in locating RAY •. 

On May 14, 1968, JAMES D. WALLACE, MSP #75682, 
born in 17 said he is the clerk of C Hall. He said 
he '*feltrr---rrom St. Louis in 1959 for Armed Robbery and 
other charges. He was paroled in 1965 and was returned 
for violation by reason of cJr;-'unk driving on March 11,' 1968. 

- . 

He said be was raised with JAMES L. OWENS, the 
"fall partner" of JAIIES EARL RAY. He said he knew OWENS 
in the Penitentiary and saw him on three or four occasions 
in St. Louis, Missouri, while he was out. He said he.· 
recalled that he was C Ball tender when RAY tried to go 
over the walls and bis ladder or rope 01· something broke · 
about 1966. He said he was not• good £riend of RAY's· in 
the Penitentiary and knew hiia only to speak with him .. -1:fe 
said he saw RAY in St. Louis sometim~ during the summer of 
1967. He-said.it was probably· the early part.of the summer~. 
He ·said RAY was with OWENS •. Re was just coming out of the . 
Jefferson-Gravois Bank, located at the same address. RAY · 
and OWENS were just entering the.bank. - He stopped and sald 
to them that he was glad he got his .money out before they · 
got in._ He said RAY laughed and sai4 that "th~y were putting_ 
in". He said his wif·e was waiting in a c•r at the curb and · · · 
hri did not stop to_talk and be went on out and drove off. 

He said he had no way to fix the date. He said he 
reflected. at the time, that RAY must have escaped because 
he knew he had attempted to ef;lcape and had been "set backtt_ 
on parole and he had too much time to ·have-been released. 

Be said-he saw: OWENS on other ·occasions.- Be recalled 
that in 1966.he went to take a Missouri State Driver's license· 
examination. OWENS was there and they· got tQ talking about 
the Penitentiary and the exami.ner made OWENS leave because 
he apparentl,y thought he was getting answers to the questions. 
He said the people at the examining station mentioned that 
OWENS had been there before and caused them some trouble'; 

8 
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. The following investigation ·"was; conducted by 
SA THOMAS H. WEAVER: 

At }Jefferson City, .. Missouri 

- ,On May 13, ).968-, GENE BfiRNES, -11i,ssouri '.Department·-, 
of Covl"'ections #72271, ci.dvised that :cturirif abo·ut, 1965. and -

· 1966, he celled in .the same ha'l). in· the Mi"s:souri -State. Peni­
'tentia:r:>Y, where BAR'.NES is_ currently confined, wittr .JAME~ 
EARL_ RAY~- _ He: s·aid that he spo.ke with' RAY, -but did not con­
sider himself to, be a close friend of RAY; and he could -

. _ suggest no i!}mates •WhCl were cloi>e to RAY. _ BARNES. stated· he 
.escapecj -from the-.Mtssouri _Sta_:te P.eni tentiary (MSPhin _ 1959 _ _ _ 

-:, in·~ a guard '-s uniform, 'but: ··this ~as ·:before. RAY :came to the. MSP, -­
and he does n_ot- believe ;RAt knew dbo.tl't" hi~~i escape. -- He -~a~ta :; ' . -,'_ 
that RAY neyer mentioned to him any ti_bo_unty'i on Dp. KitfG, and _ 
'he .heard no rumors about th,e exist.ence ··of· such a l'bou:i:ity" _ 
'disoussed in .the MSP •.. - I-:I~ s.tate·d that noh~ of .his· conversation --
wi i:h fAY gave him". any: indication :as tci RAY Is feelings about ' -- . 
persons of other race·s., . and _he ·recalls :that. RAY. also talked with 

C •· Negro irimate.s while in the. MSP. He advised that he kriew RAY 
. tried to escape previoU:sly; _ and he_ heard_, ahout, his ,escape ,in 
·_ l\-pril 196 7. He ~s.sutneo that RAY wen/I: out ·of __ the pri•son in a •-

-- prea'fl bof ;from the-.,prison o.~kery, but _};1e never:, heard who ,:· -·~ __ 
-helped: him ·and has 'no· infoJ?mati6n · from anyone who knew speed- · 
fically that RAY did escape in a S:o::read box~· -He s_aid RAY never 

- attempted ari ei;eape in a _ppis6n guard's uni{orin to his . 
knowledge. , . He stated that- RAY . d-id riot ,tell him ·of a;ny plan to 
escape and never discussed with him ariy plans of. what h_e _ would 
_do.if_he did.get out_of the prison.·_ He said that.RAY possibly 
was a user of amphetamine, but he has no in formation ,that he 

· sold amphetaminl3. _ He -stated tha.t in his conversati9n .with RAY, 
no mention was made of-contacts or plans _RAY·had on the outside, 
and they merely, dis.cussed' p•riscm· gossip and matters ,going on 

·_ - ·iri -the penitentiary. He saic! he never. heard of ''Cooley's : 
Organization",apd.never·heard RAY mention such an organization, 
·which he doubts exists.· He stated RAY stayed to ._hiniself and. 

-_ minded his .pwn business ,.while. in the· MSP. He acfv{sed that any · 
' "walk .;m.an II. w:ho would inov:e fveely -a_bout. tl)e" ¢ell block, ·sut:h a_s . 
· RAY was ,fo.~ ;.a tJ~~, briefly.,. wouJ.d- be fh,e lqgic~l inmate to_, -
hanq;i_e . nnumbers 11 ~,J6r, lqtt_ery 'OFl~fcigar~tfes·, but: be.,~·d9e::3 .not -
know that .RAY act.e_d for anyone ::i;n _ a 1f?jumbers lottery~"' an,d i:f 

0 C ~ • 0 •' • • 
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he did he would not necessarily be close to anyone running 
the lottery, but merely avail ,.ble. He said that "Dago" is 
not known to him, and he neve~ knew an inmate named EDWARD 
McCLELLAN. He advised that he never heard any talk among 
inmates about a "Business Man's Organization" which offered . 
money for killing certain individuals. He said RAY never 
mentioned family or outside friends ·to him, and he has no 
information as to where RAY may have gone on escaping from 
the MSP. He stated RAY never mention~d escape routes out of 
the country to him and never mentioned Canada, Mexico, or 
Australia to him. 

12 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



•-

KC 44.-760 _ 
_ RLH :pe 

1 

The·, following investigation was conducted by 
SA ROY L. HUMPHREYS, JR. : - . -- --

- At Leavenworth, Kansas 
- ! 

. .On,_May 17, 1968., Inmate :RJCHARD L. M~NARD, US.P-
- #A83068L, advis.ed he·.is serving a 15 year sen·tence for 
b~nk robbery from St .• Louis. - He said ,he begap serving :his 

:sent~ribe in Maj, 1g~5~: -, · ·-- · 

MENARD sa1.d he·ki-iew.JAMEB EARL.RAY from about-
· 1961. to'l965·when·both-were' inmates at the-Missouri--State 

·_ Penitentiary (MSP·Y,: Jefferson City,- Mis·sour.i-! :He said 
--- - RAY was still in 'the: MSP when he was released. He -said 

he kne_w:-RAY as a good:friend; but did not cell with him or> 
work ·iri- thEL $a.me place _with him._ 

'!:. • • f a c ••-

- - - - - MENARD said he did not h~ve any conversations i-rith 
_ ?_.•-,PAY concerning :escape ·or ·what RAY- would do if he .did e_scape. -__ 

He sai<:l to hi$ knowledge, RAY _did :got plan or co1;1sioer · 
escape~ 

,-. 

- MENARD saicl he did-not know RAY to- be race mi'ri.ded 
. and sai_d he was,· surprised- "that RAY woura consider .killing -
for rac{al- 'reasons.-·· - -_ - . - -- - --· 

- ·MENARD said->RAY':·s ci.osest fri~nd at the. MSP'was 
-- CARL- 'DRAKE,._ who:·i~ -piresently :released. and_ residing at: 2634 --- --
St .. 'Vinc:.ent, St. Louis, MissourJ. ~ · · - · 

-· _ · :_: -RAY tilkep: aboi.i,t. having a broth~r in St_. Louis __ .­
and apparently this br'9ther was connected i..n some. w·ay .with ·:: 

· >the suppiying. of drugs .to' RAY. _ -DRAKE was_ ·connected closely-· 
.with·-RAY ;in the supplying _·of drugs in· the _MSP. _ Two other 
inmates were also .:connected with this btisineS:s, JIM BRADLEY· 
of St. Louis, Missouri and BOBBY_ ASHE of· Kansas - City.. ' 

•, MENARD- s·aid it .was hard to estimate w·hat .RAY's 
take per month ori. the drug sales was, but it would probably -
run an average of·$200.00. per month: - Some: months it might 
be nothing and _others· it might ruri up to $1,000.00. He· said 
this would depend on the source of.supply and ability 6f 

. suppliers to get drugs into the ·penitentiary. 
.. . :, . - ', 
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He said inmates were able to obtain money for 
drugs by having -g,.uards bring in money t6 them for a 
percentage. 

MENARD said he pre.ferred not to discuss details 
of the drug supply.as he did. not see how this could be 
connected to the whereabouts of RAY. He said he would 
co-operate fully in the location of RAY., but did not wish 
to bec'ome involved in any investigation· of the non-narcotic 
drug trade at tb.e · MSP, ,as such, for obvious reasons. 

He stated that should the information he furnished 
be of value in the location of RAY,' he would appreciate i-t 
if the fact he .had co-oper·ated be made a matter of record 
in .his. fi];.e for parol·e consideration and for· consideration 
of any agencfes holding __ -detainers against h~m-. · · ··· 

MENARD said he ~ould' be alert for irif6rmiii.ti~n. ~e: : 
could learn· from:: :inmates at the USP at L~avenworth, which . 
would relate to the whereabouts o·f RAY and would contact the 

-FBI. through Penitentiary personnel, if he was·successful in 
learning· .-4nformation of value. 

· . .- ·. 
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RE: ,CARL M. CRAIG 

- .'J?he :fol_l~w1ng ·investigation was conducted by 
~A JAMES A~ MITCHELL: ' 

AT SPRINGFIELD, M~SSOU~'r_: 

., _ ... on· -Mci:t)7, 196-8_; CARL-M .. ·cRAiG,·-'in~ate, County Jail~ 
a,dvised,:he wa.s· jtiifr relea-s·ed -from ·the Missouri State: Prison:,-. 
Je·fferson City', :Mis·souri, May 1, 1968 ,_ and had been there since 
October 29 ~ 1965, •·serving· a· five-year'_··seritence ·from Green,e _ _ . 

. County 'for_ burglary. _ H~ cel1_ed in. K-Hall and ·worked in the Main_ . 
_Dining :Room.-_· RAY celled .in 'e!th~r J 0r, K; He did ijc,t -cell . , _-:, --_. 
wlth ·him .-.and_:.wa.s .not' close ·to Jlim,-~.- He -never tall<:ec::f to:him' at .. :. _ 
l.engt_h at :any time ahd -the onty 'time he---'S'aw-_him, -Was- at-:• s;i.ck' - .:,/;. ,, L 

call. -- RAY 'a+ways:_.ccm:ip;I.ained of s1omeocl1 trouble~--':H:~ knows . . _-' .. } 
·nothing about •his:- friends. or what he might have talke~I- about · · ._ - · 

.- t9- others at· the pris.on~ He i,s··a~aP_e-,:t:hat maljy of the·. ~nma.:tes - ·:._i: 
, would come -forth. with some ~'manufactured". ~nformation about him•. -4 

;_, -ii:i the.·hope of;gaining a-:parole.: .' Many·:of them.wouia say-any-: 
thing •if _they thought it:·wo.uld help ·.theiif Olfll cas_~. 

' 

•. :··· 

,-
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The following in~est1gation· was conducted by SA 
.: ROWEN B. AYER:;:! :on May 1.7·,· 1968 :· · 

. , A.T JEFF~RSON- ·ClTY I MISSOURI ,· . 

. .· · .. ·Mr •. HAROLD SWENSON,. Warden, Missouri ·State .peni-­

.ten:tiary, ,advised .that in Food Services, RAY. received- $2~00 
per month officjal .pay .•. He said· in- industries· the. pay might· 
run as .high as $12 ~oo.. ·· · · · · .-

. Mr. • M ~ - J ~ ·STEWART,· T~easurer, · said the ledger sheets 
of RAY'S account reflected all items received an~ disbursed by 

· him together with the -sources of each~ The first column ~•cash· 
credit" indicates the amount. received from the· state .. • · He ·said 

· there . was no.thing unusual about RAY-' S account.·-·. He· said cbeC'ks 
. can be_. di-aw:q up to $20.00. for·. the commissary ... · 'Any· anio_uni;;s'.. • 

sen-t;. out··over· $20.00 .require approval: by .the warden., . The check 
. -· is u·sual).y.·.se·nt _:wi.th·a letter'.·sta-ting the purpos.e of :the ·pay- . 
. ·. ment·. outgoing, he .. -~a.id•.. . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . .. ·. ', J ·.;4.S. ~f ALLA~E, - ,previo~~):y ··iiit~rviewed / was u.pset / . 
. ·.about being,.req-o~tacteq· •.. He said he .shoqid.- llavE!~>not.-_.furnisbed. 

• '• i 

. . ailf:.inf<>rmat.i.oii :i~L:th~. :fj.;t9~t p_l~ce· ~s•• Ii~ did ~...;c;ii['~~t~~o·:· get ·, ..... 
. ·. : .. , · inyolved •. · . He .·said;·:: a£ter:-~a,l~inif down~.· that i!ie~~ .:r;iised in .. _ ·· . . .. 

,.. . ·:·. _: .South.·st.·.·. Louis: and. ·OVIEWS :.used -;to. "bang, :art>tiii~"·, tqa:t ·~rea .a•,_:.g;r-ea:t. -··.:· · 
·. :J·-. de:ai: '.a:'nd he met him. the~e -and ·assoc.ia:.ted·· .. w1.tii: OWE.NS until:..:he·· ·. ;,,,. ·. _ 

",. ,_. went to• Illinois- _tir'prison~- :. He ·sai~· there· was,·izi'ot>,iny .doubt . -· · · - ·· 
_ .-· .. ·1n his mind ~about- ·having· seen OWENS and RAY:. together in St. Louis~ 

at the bank~ and. it would have had to be ·in_ the summe_r .Qf 1967.. . 
He -said. his wi':fe wa·s wit~- him. ·She· is ·BETTY W~LLAGE,. 1031 Lynch; 

-.. st. Louis,Missouri,.. He_now.recalled_t~a•t .they parked the··car 
in._t~e. ·parking· tot• and both·walked· into :the.bank•~o she should• 

. have. seen OWENS·.and RAY • . 11~- said tl)ey. maintaine<l a joint check­
ing accoµnt · i~ the bank aQ.d · his·. wife· had a savings· account tn 

•the bari_k (Jeff_erson-Gravois). He ·could not fix the· date. 

The :records Qf the. Identifi~ation Division, searched· 
• by HARRY 0LAUF, reflected ·a C~RLES MARTIN W4LLER~ #68389, . 
served a sentence of 50 years~ No WALTERS was found w:ith this 
sort of: sentence. . · · · 

: J •. ~AYMOND ·BILLS, B<;>ard. of Pardons 'and Paroles; stated: 
. -that WAJ.,I;Elt. was· paroled on June 13-, ;t.967, .. and resides at 204 

East Linde~wood Boulevard, Kansas City, l{i~souri.. His parole 
officer :is W.ILLIAM LE:WIS, Kansas. City, Missouri. ·· 
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RONALD 'WESTBERG. Misst>uri State: ijenit~ntiary, #71859, 
said he knew RAY we.11. He · said he was· working :i,n Food Services 

.. in the vegetable room when· RAY escaped and . he.· knew ail about it.. _ 
He said -another f~at! .was going to escl!pe in the_ bread bof;_ but __ 
he and ~Y decided, since RAY had more time.,. that ,:RAY ·would g0. · 
He. said . the· other inmate. gave RAY S()m.e money. and some .clothing · · · 
he had acquired to make the ·escape, · a·nd RAY went with; the ·_ cooP­
er~t ion of . :the other lnmate covering .him and ".for· hiin.11 .• _ :WEST­
~iR,G: 2sa~d· ·.u,ndel".- no cir.cu?~ta11c~s _ wauld ~e--e:J;iv~-lge -t,he ··i~e·nt!,ty : 
of this· ot:her: -inm~te •since he··,1s a good ·friend-of his and ·still· 
in .. the. prisQn-•. ·He·.· said there was. no· conspiracy and ne mentj.on 
had ever been made of Dr. ·MARTIN .Ll1l'HER KiNG and he doubts that 
RAY had ~nytµing··to do with-that mu.rder. · Ile .. said it·;was a case 
of law eil'i&:orcem~µt_. at tempting,. to .get . _ a "scapegoat" • · . 

• • ~ • • • • • .i. -.:_ •: • =•· • • ,c ,. > • - • ' - ,·_"•:' •• ' • 

· · · · ·'-" :· · ~Jj. WEATJmRs·, · ~i.S$<>u:t:i State Penitentiary #.762~.9, · · . . · 
a.ssigited ·. to .the· ~hc;>sp:ita1·, · s~id. he ·was _.out·· of. the penite.iltiary · · 

- ;f,rom··,J:une· ·of .1966 tp. August;, .. oJ:· .. J..·961- -when he. wa_s returned for -
... _par:Q,le·.-·v:io.la~o'n.:·'.·l:le s~-id,1\~~-.kn~w.·_RAY ·t.<>; talJ(~to,.7gimL but' . '. 

;/• .. · :: . ~Jilew· not:li~ng of .'his e$~a~- )lrl~.: .. couJ.d'.fur)liS:;h·. 11:~t;infor_mation,.· ' ... 
_ -:~-,:eo~ce~ning ... •bis w4ere3:.bo'\lts. . He ~.aJd ·he .1A?-S · qea,d of ~-· _ l.o~. ,of·:' · /· .. , . .- ,. 

! . . . 

·_. ·· .. '. c ;u_.ques ~.n _ the - Jleni tentiary tlla t :.make -be,t's, - phe'tii:Dlilles.-, -. 
· etc:• but .he 'kQew .. of _no orga:nizatioil.~called· ·.$imilar .- .. ·· . ., - ' - ·- . - . . . -

•- .:.,and, had n~yer<.J,ieard of. ·S.:nf ·bounty on ... :QI,"'. •. -~MAR R::-lCING~ : . ,,,_ 
·-=~·->·.~ , .... - . -_·.-__ :-.. · .. ~····.;,.·--_~·--~'.'_-~-·~~:~;:~~--:· __ ~·.:.<·.:·~~r';.:·-_-~·~,.- -~·-::..· 1 ./-:·.:~ _- .. ':' ~ ·._~-"-> .. ~~--- ::··:·· -.·~: ... _-

.. -~ ·_- ··· .. · · - war~en-·HA'.flptµ .. s.w~NSON~.:--Mi~sou~l,.·$.t;i.f'e:_Jteil.itent.iacy, -.· ·•· - .. . 
.. · _· · . advi~ed he. could l,ocate.; no_ recard _o.f ·.FM~ ~Ii!:K,LW , .. in _Q,r., out·.:.· _ .. ". 
·, · -~: -_:of_ t_~e penite~ti_~ry~, -:, ·-·· __ -,· __ r: -:· .: ·:.~.. ' ·· ·-.:•:, .. ·"''"•· .. ,··. . . ! 

.''Sgt. i>ORSEY.-ARNOLD; M'issquri ... _St·at~ Highway· Patrol,. ·J. 

J:ef ferson City~ ·Missouri, . ·advised no_ ~ecord. ~or .FRANK, BICiq,EY _ '. · 
could be --lo.ca tett. · ' . . '. . · . _ . -_ · - . --- • · ·q"'"' , : ·. ;_ : . _: 

• - • > - • - • .·' -. _, 

. · -bn May ··1s, 1968·!·.· 0Assist~nt Warden ,-,1fa:f> JLLI:QT'f-, ' 
. . -Missouri State Pe~it·ent,ial!y, and JAM:J!:.S R.:. DOYLE, I4e~~_ifi.cation,~. 
· ·advised they· cou.1.d roc·a:t·e- tro· -F~~ B·R:tCKL'EY·.·~s- ·ev~ ·trav±ng· :b·een_ ,..,. 

,_ in the Jlissour_i ·sta.~e· '~ni-~entiary .: . ·. . -·•· . 
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The following investigation was conducted by 
Special Agent ROWEN B. AYERS, on May 15, 1968: 

AT JEFFERSON CITY, MISSOURI: 

It was determined that telephone number 
636-8510 is the residence of.Mr. CARL MILLS, Foreman, 
Renz _Farm, Missouri Departmetrt of Corrections.· 

Mr. MILLS advised Deputy Warden JESS ELLI.OTT 
he recalled the telephone call last fall from TOM BRITTON, 
a former inmate at the farm who had become friendly with 
the family. He said this call was in the nature of a T'hello" 
message to see howihe MILLS were. He also said he had 
received a letter from TOM BRITTON which he furnished. 
This letter was from Rural Route #5, Box 34, Jasper, 
Alabama and dated July 8~ 1967 and was personal in nature. 
Mr. MILLS did not know JAMES EARL RAY. - . 

Photograph and background data regarding 
JAi~ES DUANE WRAY were obtained. Background data sheet 
regarding EVAN DALE UNDERWOOD, #12927 reflects: 

KITTY UNDERWOOD 

ETHEL UNDERWOOD 

PAUL SCOWDEN 

DARRELL UNDERWOOD 

301 School Street, 
Sikeston, Misso~ri 

200 South Frederick, 
Cape Girardeau, Missouri 

Rural Route, Box 126, 
Waterloo, Illinois 

200 South Frederick, 
Cape Girardeau, Missouri 

A detainer in favor of the Sheriff's Office 
of Greene County, Missouri at Springfield was filed 
June 2, 19 6 7. There is no indication ~,hether UNDERWOOD 
was reieased to the dd:ainer. His emergency address was 
Mrs. KITTY UNDERWOOD, 857 Bingham, Memphis, Tennessee, 
(which has proven to be a non-existent address). UNDERWOOD 
was received November 15, 1966 and discharged September 22, 
1967. His FBI# 784454C. 
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Mr. DANTON STEEL_E, _ Captain -of the Guards, 
Missouri_State Peniten-;tiary, said he h~s been employed 

· "insid¢ the walls'.' at the·-penitentiary for 1_3 yars. He 
said-he could not recall VELANTI •. He said he knew JAMES 
EARL RAY," and· knew of no relattonship _ between .RAY. ·and. · - -
VELANTI. - - He said he _did not know of c11ny COO_LEY o_rganiz,ation. 
·or siinilar. __ He_ said there are countless small cliques.· · · · 
of inmates who have various "rackets" going·and cigarettes 
·have alw.ays be~rv used. as a -medium of exchange~· ir.t lieu: of . 
mqney, whi,ch is. n:ot allowed. insd,de . t_he wall$.· -He --said · -
F.A'f. is not _the type of person who would have kill.ed MARTIN 
L~THER KING, -and })e was not a "leader". of an'y type in the 

-pepitentiary •. His claim to,famewas b.is various attempts, 
· -finaily_ successful, to escape. Fie said RAY- was never a 

_ "walk boy 11. in J. Hali or any -Otl)er. hall. -He_ said the · ,. 
· best· he .could recall wa·s that he• either was, a maximum 
- sebl.,1rity -or assigned. to food services. all the time he was ~- . . .. 

_ _- .. Mr<_ ST_EELE sa-id he -.c).l·sq has. been. toid, the name -
.of_ the inmate_ whp-.aided· RAY in escaping by .putting. br~ad 

·. over -hili\ in _ the 1tbread box IT~ However,-_ he was unable to 
- recall i~. · He said nit would .. come to h.imll_, ··and. he would- __ -· 

imi:nediately ;advise. _- · · · · · · ' · 

Mr. J. RAYMOND BILLS, Board of- Pardons<:ancf_--. 
Paroles, said that MARVIN D~ .,JANSEN~· 656900 was ·arres .. ted· 
february ·.19, 19 s·a ,at- Wyandotte, -:-K:ansas ·and . bond- was.:'. 
set at $·2,soo.0O.,''.:At that t'ime l)e Wc;!.S, living at:'9.305 

- St~te Avenue, l<ans·aS Ci:ty·, ·Kansas~-.-.· ... -_.>·· ,·',-· · ···:. · .. ·. 

· ERNEST ._J;3AGBY; #3J_"o_i3 •( B~9, -~1:lfr\iing do~1:he. life .. 
for. murd,er fr0,m ·Moberly, M:i,.ssouri, sai'd · he ·came io the -. , --

-penitentiary in 192$ and was released the. ·same· year .on a· 
·seve,n months to one year sente·nce. __ He was retu!'ned ',' on .his - .­
p!'esent· · sentence, in 1927;•.paro_led Optober 12,- 1944; back on· 

-~parole violatiqn-in 1947. -~aroled ·on Nov~mber 13,·1956 and 
- returned on febru_ar:f 18,, ·19•57. -- He- -said."_he- has been. mattFess 

inmate foreman,· bui{ is· now _working -as· hall t~ndex-. · He -said 
- JOHNNY VELANTI .worked ·under him. He said -RAY -l:Wer did. He 

. :knew RAY on...,sight, 'but _neve_r associat~d wi.th him ·and he 
- never· saw ~ELANTI with RAY and knew of.no relationship 

between, _them. - · · · 
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BAGBY said he has known almost all the Negroes 

who have been in the penitentiary the past forty years 
and has associated closely with them. He said he could 
recall of two incidents involving racial conflict. One 
was when some Negroes wene sent to F Hall to live a 
few years ago and some of :the white inmates assault~d 
them in a tunnel, killing one. He.said the other was when 
several Negroes started dropping in on the T.V. room where 
white prisoners we.re accustomed to gather and a fight started.· 
He said RAY was not involved in either instance and he never 
heard of any of the N:egro inmates making any comments about 
RAY except, since the murder· of.Doctor KING to remark.they 
hoped he was caught. He also said he has never heard of 
ariy COOLEY organization or similar:, and knew -~f no lotteries 
as such. He said inmates make be:ts using,-cigarettes to 
pay off. He said these bets usually-involve 'athletic 
contests. 
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The fol1owing investigation was conducted by, 
SA JAMES. A.. MITCHELL:. 

' AT· SPRINGFIELD' MISSOURI: 

LAWR:ENCE ALBERT GRIDER 

·. . . · .. · . On 11:ay 21,, 1968• LAWRENCE ALBERT GRIDER was . · . '"'"" . 
·. · c;entaeted, at· 1510½ N0rth Lyon at wJliah time. he stated that ·••·- · 
·, h~ :,n,s 'just ~leased :trom the Missouri stat~ Penitentiary,'·. -.· 

. -J~:f:fell§.Qf!iCity,_ His$eurt., . ill ·lan•n- &t _thi.S _year After ., ·-· 
1:1ei;vi.ntt: 31 m.untb.s 1$J: litQ1-e-stlng. a 11ino-r· .... He sta.ted. -t·ut ··· 
wli:'i;f~ ·tie. waii at. thit·-p,ttison he did kn.ow JAMES. EARL ·RAY en . ·-• . 
sight and .splllke to hhn··whettever .their .paths: cressea_.. · 

· Be·· stated tlUlt b:e never bad :any . :lntJ:mate conversat.ton:s wlth •!<· 

.RAJ' at -11.11,- t~ ·and that he ·adopted the· po:11_(::y that !le wa's : :..,., · · · 
g~:lng ~ _dfi·itis "time" and not ~tber about anyone- else's·· . ..,, 
pfoblemi:a at the institut·i'Op.. J!Ie ·aeve-r.·. e'()nversed with: RAY' _· ,;.:• 
at 'length abeut ·an,ything and _.RAY hever told· him avthing ·· 

·_ -«bc:>tit himself •. Be. stated: that .. he ~s.;abselutely ·Jie / 
· information: that weuld be of· benefit to the FBI. Be 
¢Gmment,ed t·ba,t he thought- that mu.th 0:f the· informatiolf. · · 

. . furnishecr by _-inmates at the pri~pn ,was manufact~red . and 
tha;t too •ue·h:~re-li~nee could. btit- ·J;,e place·d upon it., 

., 
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The followi'ng investigation was conducted by SAS 
THOMAS J. CONNOLLY, and RAY HOMESLEY at_ Kansas City, Kansas, 
on_ May 24, 1968: 

MARTIN MARION JANSEN, 717 Miami, was interviewed 
at the 813 Club, 813 Osage, Kansas City, Kansas·, and advised_ 
be was ·in prison for 24½ years and is now on paroleo He 
advised most of tbis time was served at Missouri State 
Penitentiary, Jefferson City, Missouri, but he was at the 
Prison Farm at Moberly, Missouri from June, 1966 until 
his parole in June, 19670 · 

JANSEN was shown the photograph of JAMES EARL 
RAY taken in the Fall of 1967 in a business suit with · 
the cleft on the chin and he stated the face is familiar, 
but he cannot recall anything specific about the man .. He 

· stated he does recall _two brothers by the name of LARRY . 
and JIMMY WRAY, and an inmate by the name of (first name 
unknown) RHEA, serving time while he, JANSEN, .was in. 
Missouri State Penitentiary. · · 

JANSEN stated he cannot recall anything at all 
regarding JAMES EARL RAY and therefore could furnish no 
pertinent information 0 

23 
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Tb• following 1nv•t.t.aalioza ••• CO!Mluote.u by 
Speei.al Apat mOMAO a._ \f&A.Yla: . 

. AT .JUJIUOII ,~lTY• MlUQURl; 
. . , . . . ; ~ 

.. 011 June 4. 19&8• J~ STWIUt,M~ ·r•ltl'hr ~-•.. 
JU.118.-1.Ju,i• Pallt•llal"J' Gllfli. ·••-,:••~· Jie,_ ... _.... .. 
aa ,IJNit• ·at:.'" •P I• 17 y-.n_,---~•~- a•-.. 90\·_:~: -

: JAMD ~ UY· * _._ _,,_. .he...-d of· a&.. .lltr •tateu -• _. . 
• .iaf~tton ,....,.4.t.111 ~Y.P11bl,1DC iii ·tM ••• or aay\lal., ___ : 

· · · elae a1MN~ .-1e11 tu..-- llic)ll cl1811Ur• -~ 91•t1oas him. . 

. _. _... . . . __ dwae .. , 1'8', .... ,,. --~ ·-~- 1175811, -~- ., -, ·. uwa•• a1- .at• IIIP, -.<Wlaed a 'Nlllti.. ·bave. aot~ lo- aa, . 
·-•-Ad.us MW-~ aAY• u, pOlltd1'1•---~-t,,.-alUl,\aat1•, · 

. · ·. • 611Jth1DC •JJM · p.na-uu ... to ---,- • ,.,_,... ~~-- _. . 
. •, ,, ...... ao'tlYili:- ., ~ NllP. Her ·aatU:·ll•·"GUW . ..,._, ..., .. 

.. JINIJlW -W .MO'& ._ :•te HWd et JAIID mt. JUT•· . . . · .. :- .. ·· · ___ : . 
·-· 

. . . : . 
~ > .·,. - • -

' "/•.•·,·. 
,· .• .. \ _,. 

J __ -·, 
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·_-s> .. ·., ··:: '_:, '·· :•;i-:: ·,; .. ;_ 

---- ,KC 4'4l,.7:6·0:. 
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-. RSA :mJ;:P -- . · -
1 -

~ -_ ·-- :· . :_ 
.- :-:i .• 

,·· ,' .· :-_·:.-.' 

-· '·•,•.· 

:- •• :✓ • _: __ • • 

.. ,·. .. 

. ' . 

- _~".: ' · . .- ~. .. -. -~ ·-•, - ·. -

. - . .-: .· _ . :,·;_ The ."f'.611:owing: ... ir1Je.s1:;tgXt'.ioh w.~i::('c:6"riducted_;J:1y:··.: .· 
· .. •·-;SA ROWEN B'~<· AYERS·: .. - . . .. . . . . . 

·: ' ' 

J,_' ~. . ' .. ,: . ·:· . . · ', ._ 

.,··. · .. ,, :: __ ·:· On•:~ay 31~·-_.i:'9~6·8~-HAROL°J:5..Wr!I,TE., ·6-24 .. La_fayette--.s·treet_~·'..:,_:_ :_ . 
. • .i:· .- ·.-. said )i:~i ·did -not_ kn'ov.i._,RAY. :.-~e-.not.e·d_:he, has hot: be~ri· .aj;, :the.:·. _ .. ·. <::·· 

_, · . .-·: .... --~·: ~::·~.:~ -.,_- ·, .,,- ... _: :.·:-, ::-~ -:._ ··~:>-

. ,.:-:i , .• 

· >\:: :::""·:·-On<May-·31,:1968,'.JAMES._R~ ·pr-c~SON'_9:;f_crrhepJj,.:Insid~ .. ··:.• , . 
, . .. ;;: . , ._·C~pta.Jn·.';~/t-':.the.:J1is·souri-:.Spate- Pen·~t:ent,i.a_ry:;. a;dyfseg .ilf~·.)•es:~gij_ed:; · _.;_ ., _,, 

.,_ ·.· ·· .. <. dn .. May-·28~: '1964:'{-' Hef is,'r>unhirig the<Je'ffersorii~n·./a .. ··nig_ht c·lµb,:,' ... :· · ... 
... ·.. ·· .. :; . : at' ·.1:00.9_···.w·. ·-Duri~1tn:.· Street, .. · ·He'·· res:ides.-.at 217. :-,Gente-r. .S·treet~-- .. ,. .. . 
:,.. . ' .. ·-;·:\··"···<:· :\·:'·'_::,::.·,.,~. ·,,; -::.:.·. :···.•i>_'.· ·-0,.: .. ,_· '_· '·,·:·,_._.:,::·_,_:· ·:·.·,_, .. · :·-·._ .. : ....... :,_. 

·. . .. · · . · .. : . : ·'DICKSON said. he recalls: RAY ,:and re'ca.11s· when· he~ ·. · . · · . · 
·::'. :·.·,-\<"hid.'.'cnit\'' ·_ }{ti,'.sa.id-.RAX:~(i~'·.,tl:re'\type :6f pe:r:so'n: wh9', did 'rmt•' .. i 

_ · . ;_. give· anyone ·cin-y::,trouble··~: _:·Jie:·; ~·afd if. RAX had'·ampl,le.1;:amJn~s they,:>.:: 
: __ <.:-·· :.¢ame'·frotll"N"EA1·AEBY~:::.•·1i~ s~,lcf.:'AtBY:~a~; a 11 big:. sup.pli_~;r,·.1.1· ··ne:.· > ·:·· , . 
. . -: .· said··he· ha:d never hear·d .. qf ,RAY :etth~·r.. u~ing- ·or ·se),,J.Jrig an:iphe1;a;·-.·.- · · .. · 
· .. _ •·. mfnes, and he did ·not··.know· his~ cbnta:cts •. ·He: said. there· ·are a•.:·.,-: ·"· 
,'..:_' .. ;: .. fe~ ·11 big ·'snot-11 ':.._~onvicts ·. who _'a:be ._if): ·va:r.~01:i's _- ~a.eke ts ·:,ini·ide .·. . . , .. __ :_· :. : < ·.• '•d:Ie .. ·sai<t-;ch·e ],.eader · i~f: -~OBE~T'; BU~N$ ;\ s~:fvi;11g._)5·:'y~_&rsf,.f::r6m '. . .... · _.,<<': -': 

- , .. __ , · . "i" · I'.St. :. Lo'uis~ · · -He·. said: :BURN's· :ha._s,"0 s,0-me · .tY,p_e,:_o.f ,org?tniz·ation· .to_,.:·:. :· .. 
.. . · ·• give ''J>r.otectiori!' ·t9·.:.-1nmates both .·_ins·4-'¢.~ •' and oµts:ide:· of ·th~ · :.' .. ·, :··,,. 
: : ·:· '· penLte.ntlary .. · :.-)Ie said: he.; ne-ver" l1~ard:.;1:.hL3 6rg~nization,:. referr~d(·•'f . :· .. 

· · "· .-· . to ,as ·11 Coo1ey 11~ ,or ,similar·.·. ·.-a~ ·s•aiq' he.· :knew·:·this 0 1:;)eca·use ~e --: :·"' :· _·. · .. · ·._.: 
·.· .·. . ·wo:µld get r>umors_i;hat such: and·:such convi'c;·r·-Wc!S,. 1

,1 in,trpubleit:'• ·::. ·', ·:· .. 
.. . . , ,· ;, ·.;. J9,r ,·ri.o~: .P._ay-irtg):i,i:fl~ ·◊,X'_,.fd±:-: s:.oll\E{ qthei:'' r~a~on_~ ·: itie" wqui_d C:aJ:1:i -<:: . . 
. · .. ·.•.·, ·· ;_ · :_'-B'(JR,N~:·.to. hi~, offic~ ·a1td·:._e:?(plai-ti. :to ·hitri:J1h~t h'~_._want:~·d.:~don~~--· ':. •_.; · . ·: 
, :, .. _. · : -: ;-,.~:·:B\.LRN·¥·: Y!~\il,ct·,rt:.ot-;'a~mi t t6 :i?-PY.":tl'ltn~.{ but-. W,;l, thin, _c!- :-shqr"t;- :time th~· . .' ·.: . 

. -.-· .. : ·• .. '.11heat1t·:.would;·be. taken/ off.•the:inrriate· about·.whom the· c6nv.ersation'. ·• · 
···.- .· 11.a:c(;t'~.ken: p·la~e·· • .-.:· ·i-Ie·: s·~_ict,:• ir{i~ _app1ie'_d· 'tqO:e-x~conv_i.cts '1:>:ut:thig. ·: >. :•:.,:: ::~-- .. · 

• C .p,ressure: ori,:relai;ive·s. out'side the_penitent_iary, 'like .maklng·: ... ",'..°:''· 
. __ :.'.': ,.: j:ihone'. ·call"s :-t.<f threateh :them._,i-f: -such ·an\i .such di_d _not ·tak~ .. ·P'lace •·.':-. . :_ 

,,. . : ' :··He>sc:1,id' h¢ ,als.O'. J.J.nde~stooo, .th:is:. 11 organ.i'zation11
·. ".VC?.Uld gua:,rantee . ; .. · .. 

· _,_. •· • ':' i:'h~' ,in~at-es·, th~t if.' _they_: ·got: into 'troµble ·ipsJ._cte,_··i:tie>·~~lls,/:: '.' :··· .. ::-_:. ::. · 
.. ,. :-- .. an';:cittC>rh~-yc w~u~_d_be' obt'aine:c:I;··:'f6"r_ 1:he~;PY:':t:?-J;s'· .. ~'I:0~If,>-·:· ·.. :;:·._,·.-: .· ·, ·.; 

.· ·.·: .. : ·•·. . '. .'i-i~ -'. s~id: 'ario;h~~\:,f 'the: '·'w.he~ls 11 . is· Jtr1Mi '\.,.:: :,~-RAbLEY ... ., . 
. : ·: wh~--is_·.-se~virig 'life,:_a~d was one of .th~{-k,nown··.pedo.lere(o.f· ·· . 

. _· _:ampbetaminefs• and. othe.r. contraband~ · .He-·-said: .. _other· name~:~ an.d: 
.-1. 
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incidents might occur to him, and he would advise. He said 
his information is that most of the contraband in the peni­
tentiary was coming from Kansas City and the State of 
California. 

Mr. DICKSON said no one has contacted him about RAY 
and no attempt ha:s been made by RAY- to contact .him... He said he 
might ''run into" some inmate with''- g9_od contac:~!:! in the St~ 
Louis and East St. Louis, Illinoi·s areas who ·might, for a· 
price, be able. tc . develop inforniat_ion concerning the "most 
logical whereabouts of RAY. He said he personally bel.ieves "I. 
RAY is dead. - - , 
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·. The following investigation was conducted by­
IC WILLIAM C. MC DONALD at Jefferson. City, Missouri: 

On May: 29, 1968, Mr. JOSEPH R. ,KEENE, Mail Room, 
State Department .of Corrections, Missouri s·tate. Penitentiary, ... 
(MSP) advised ih~t he had ·talked with ~embe~s of the ~ail 

. room and is. unable. io furnish any informati.'on re magazines. 
or ·news.pa:p~rs supscribecl·· to by. 'JAMES Efi.RL ~AY ,· MSP #00416. 
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- . The following investigation was conducted by 
SA ROWEN B~ AYERS: 

. . . . 

AT- JEFFERSON CITY; MISSOURI 

__ On May 27 ,. 1968, .Major B.- j-. POIRY, Assist;uit Warden 
--- __ in Charge. qf Custody~ said h~ Jµld been unable_ to determine· 

any particular reading item w~ich .was 9f·- i'nteres_t to _RAY. 
. . . 

, On May 27,' 1968~ -·Mr. JOE KEENE, Mail ,:RooJD, said no 
magazines:or similar publicatio-n.s·were received for RAY aft~r 

- :.biSd:)SCa~, and he_ had- nq. informati~n regarding his. reading' 
- :_: habits. Be .did rec~ll lie ~e(?eived leg~l papers _frequently for 

him. - · - -- ·- · - , · · --
- -~--

, -

.On.·lfay. 21,: 1968,_ FRANK HAYNES·,#07844, said be was 
·o.u:t of th~ peniten,tiary- at -~eberly Whe1i -R_AY escaped. He said -
he_ knew RAY and had· worked with .him in the·- kitchen. He- .said 
he :had no - idea where RAY is or where he _in.tend~d to go or how 
he· escaped .. -. . , . -

. __ __ ·On,_ May- 27, _1968~ Captain D, STEELlf 'aai4 he recalle-d 
-_:_ now_: that _the person -who helped RAY escape, and _covered. him 
-- · with bread,_: according to information he :developed after the --

escape, was GEORGE .JON.ES~ Missouri S.tate Pen,itent_iary #05516 • .' 

-. JOJEs- ·wa:i;" :reinterviewed_ ·on May 2'1, · 1968. Be wa~ ·. 
deffnitely antagonistic on this occasion in contrast to the-. -

___ f'.irst interview,. _- He said· he would furnish· no inforiuatiQn :(f 
. he· had -it, arid ·,was µot sorr.y to- se·~- MARTIN 'LUTHER KING .ille_d-, 
. and woul~ -cto, n~thirig to :1,tid. in the·~capture 'of RAY. ' 

.,, .. .,. 
_..,_ .. :;" ~ ~ ' ~· 

-- _ On .May 27, 1968, Capta:Li;i DONALD WYRICK·sa.id he\bad 
determin~d -from one of -his inmate i0::f orma·nts that -the_ perso,n 

_ who aided in the es.cape ·of RAY was DONALD·. RAY JOHNSON~ #10987. 
. . ·-. ,_, .:· -:· '. _. !;-·-.. _~._,p~.: :_ ·-,~ :. ,_- ,- . _' ... -_ -.- _-._ -· ·.-_., ~--, '°' ~-

_-;. -- - . - · · JOJmSON· :was reco·ntacted a.n~ again 'denied ~-ing- ;,- . 
_·:•. actually· implicated _in the_coverJ_ng.of RAY:or ·transportin1f_,,, 
: -- the. brea:d b.ox to tJie landing,· ~nowing RAY· tq- be in ·tt. - .He 

sa,id he d,id n'!t know 'if RA'f_ ha,~ _a radio -when __ .he ~a9aped ~r- no-t. 
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'The -followfng -i~yesti.gation ·.w~s 'cond.ucted . by . 
· - S_pecial Ageri.~ THOMAS H. ·WEA~:._. . .. 

·· AT . JEFF~soN· ,c':ctY·, Mxssoui'.t _: · _ .. 
~ ·- . ,· . . . 

.. 

-·.· ',,. : ()n -May·.· 9, ... 1.96$ ,:- a: rev few o.f .th~ ·files\ of- ihE) . . . 
Missoµ_ri .State<Peniteritiary (MSP)· ·as furnisned by Mrs.· HELEN .. 
BACON: and_ ·BQB LOOT~, C:l_as!3ifications·· Office, failed to reveal: 

. a'lly .·inll!ate_ of the :~p named ,ORR ·who was ·on: the Tr~sh :Detail 
•·. :during the,. time J~:ES· -~: RAY_ V/llt3. in . the. MSP • 

_.., __ _ 

. . :· On. May-l()~·-19es, .cwar.d'en·11~RoiJf SW~SON;_·:MSP,,adv.isecJ.·: '. ·:. 
·· Inv.estigativ·e-. Clwk · WlU1AM .'C ~ Mc· DONALD tli1;tt ·'.°COWJ39Y'~:'• an . . . 
. ,i)lm,at~;-: :would be:MELVIN:: '()LIVER> 6RIDL~·i;. #0~~03. · . .- ' ·.; . · 

. ·,. :_; . '• -;, ',-,· -.-- ' ·_: ___ -.-_ . . . ., ;. .. . ,,.'' 

··" '. ·.· ·:. On: May·· 10 ,i 1968~·. a : tieview o:f the. r~ri~rds of the. MSP 
as f.urni.sh~ by l{ARRY ~UF, Records-.Off,ice,· ,revealed th.at' · 
GRIDLEY°', #02503, wa.s .transfer:r;-~ from the ~P on July 10,' · -
1967·,. t9 the MissouJ."i Training .--Centw_. for r.,:en .. at Moberly, 
Mif?$Q~_i,· ·. · ... • , -.-.• '.' .·· · .. ··_·, · . . ·-:.~·., ... t~: .. 

On :May 10~ 1968, -Major·B. J:. POIR~)._As.slstant , >- .. :: _:·· .. 
·Associate"Ward~n· ef CUstody·,. MS'.,\>~ ad.v:i.,s:~ct tliat· aj1_.·:i~atEf :w1t1;i·: .. 

. the 'nickname. t1'i3QS',('ON° i,yt)uld _ be ]ASP illl)'.late #01658~ .:' ,-, . 

. =on May<.io;·· 1..968, HAIUt1( LAUF:f Records ·offic,e, MSP;, . 
~dv.is·ed' that ··MiLTON ZAV-ALCOFSKI., #01658, received Nc:>vember 10, .. 

. _ - l9ij0, 9n a-,2O-,year .sentence f~.oui.-L~~lede. e_ounty __ f4l)r Robl>ery_. , · 
· ·~as: transfer,red to Mobei;-ly on··._April ~-, 1968 ... _.:· · ' · · · 

. -- . ' _, .~· . .. 

-~... . . . . 

,•<~ -.-: 
. -_,·· ·, . •• ·? - ·, 

·. ·, 
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FD-302 (~ev. 4-15·64) . 

..J_ 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

l 
Date·------~-~--

.CARLOS LEE BILLINGS., inmate, . Medical Center 
for Fede-ral Prisoners, ·springfield,. Missouri, was advised 
of the identity of JAMES A,. MITCHtLL. as a Special Agent 
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. He was told· 
the -purpose· of.the interview.was ·to clarify certain 
statements he. had mad·e on Aprii ·2 6; i 9 6.8. He was furnished 
a warning and waiver form ·which. he r_ead · apd ex_ecuted; He• ·· 
tt{en· _;furnislled_· the following .oral .iljf'oli'mation :- . 

~ ~ . , . ·. . 

s 

· . He· has · stayed at the Canal· 1;3ank. Inn, Westwego, '.. •-"' 
Louisiana., ·on more than one occas.ion. ·. The ·first :time 
he· .stayed there in· 1965 with BEN. BLACKWELL, the pro.the.r 
. of JOHNNIE BLACKWELL, he had ·mentioped "previ9usly. ·. TJ1ey , 
stayed for-· about .three ·months and this ,'was bef'ore -.he. ·h'.ad .. 

'.:·met' BARBER; th-e · s0lq.ier from Ft. Ja6k~ori, · South· Carolin_a;~_- · . . . .. . 
·. a_nd ·Who was suppos.ed to have acce·ss to. a::machine gun •. ~ BEN:· .. · .:· ... · 

·1 
. i 

I 

BLACKWELL .wor)<ecl for Mac's We 11: '$.ervice; Harvey, Louisiana, .. · · . 
during · the. time they stayed together at tb,e Caniµ · Bank_ Intl-~ · · 
Bii,i-INGS. statecl that he worked f dr. the Noble -Dril-ling· . . . ::; '~·­
Company dYring this time., and t~i:s., _90.111pany w'cS:~loc~t~d ·. · .. \':.i ··t·· ·. 
in New. Orleans. . .;. ·. · ,; . . · · . ~ ... : .. _· _,:: ·.- ··• ··,. :.-: · .· -. 

-·· ]i.e r~turn~a''to the. Canar Bank, :Inn later: .in' 'iii?~:-, .',•,,;,,,,. 
·:year. 196'5., but he does not recall .when -ahd .it'· was. this ,._? 
:tim,e tbat B,ARBER accon,ipanier.;1 him .. · He : sta'Yed. · 4~·I"e 0·beaau'.se . 

.. he· knew ·th«;. own.el:? from the ·pre;viou,s· stay with BLACl<WELi_. 
0

• He cal red tJ::ie owner NORRIS and ori his· first stay· lie ·.¢ic;;I 
g.j,ve;;:_h±m __ a $165. QO worthless check dt>awn: on the Gu~::b~11ty, 
Bank' ~d ·Trust Company~· Westw:¢go,.. L!<>uisiana~ This ·wa's i:if 

· , p~ynient-· for a poker debt in a game · }:teld at, a club c~ll~d s; # 

11 0n The Hill!!. This club was also- .o:wned: by NORRIS,. ,. --~ .= .'· 

l_ast name unknown •. ' ... :, . . ·... ' 'c. . -·. . :~ ;, . ·_.•.f, •. F . '. 
,--. 

. -: ·. • :_ .. ' . ~- ,:it ', . :· 

He. ·was mistake·n:·when hE~· pr>eviously iridi.ca·ted . . . 
that it was the owner. of .. the Canal Bank-Inn who knew a.bout..·,· 

➔ the ma·chine gun.. Tn~man BARBER. was:. to . cont.act · was in . New . · 
O?'leans •.. !le' was tq meet him at Guy's In-ternational Bar · 

. in Ne~ olI~;ans ... This place is op~rated by a -~oll'ian, name .J ::"' 
~::. 1 

5/17/68·· . s·pringfleld, Missouri., 
o··~ _______ at_· ______________ _. lie#·---:.;. ______ ..;..._;:-..,..~--____;; 

SA jAMES A. MITCHELL:bjc 5/18./68 
by, ______________________ ~ Date dictated __________ _ 

. . . 

This documeot contains neither recommendations 'nor condusfo·ns of the FBI. It 1.s the property of the FBI and Is, looned to your og~ncy; 
i.f and ils contenls <ire not lo be dls_lributed outside your ·agiincy. · 
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··.··•···· . -. . 

, i<c. 44'-760 
2 

'tinknowri., . the :'tHfe·· ·pf C GUY' _who-· die-d. The ,last n~rrie of: •. ' 
th~ man·-_BAEBER .was, te> meet. was FURJ:ES _:or. FERRIES ·(phonetic) • 

. He wa.s. ·supp9sed ·to -have: -an_,airpl-ane: which· he. :,kept- at a strial.l . 
~iZ'P.<>rt ,in ~fiw _;.Orl.~a,,r1s·,·.- Louisiana .. - 13.e\ecbcraft airpL::i.ne13 ·. , ., . 
are.- ~~ld,::/at<th~s ;$~me .airp9r!: • · .. ~e·_:nev:.a-~\ 9i.~. _ni~_et <t~is_. •·-
mi?~. and · apparently- n~i ther di.d ·BARBER'.- . ·. ·He p_ecal-led, ·-· · · 

-. · · -_checking_ int:o the Capa,l_· Bank-':Jnri oh a ·.:rriqayt and. leav;lng - . . . . 
· - .. the. foflQwing Monday. -He took BARBER . to· Guy '.s tnter.riational· >"i 
· - Bar soon affer. they arrived on Friday· _and .·-he riever returned ··: .. 

·· ~; •:: .::- ''_- .· · :.. . tp - the-: Canal. Bank ··-rnri ~ -· He then decided he -did. not contact - ; . 
- .. · the man or he· _knew nothing·· abotit: access to a macl)ine gun 

. in _th~_ fir:-st plac\e. · - ' - _ · . ·. _ · · - ·-, _' :·, ~ · · 
- -~ ·-.~_-., _,.; .-.·-,- ---~--:··, __ ~-..:~_:/>_-_: .,,"';'-: _.,' ._·: -',.:. ~-~_(_:( ~- ·.:. :-_--_--: .. ~~--, ··-·_': -~-;-:\.· :- .. · ·_.=-.. . , , ··'. _-. !: .• • .,·. . _ • .- . ·- -· ... 

-~-. ·_:-: ~_-. -~ ---~-- :·-<--~-- :·
1

• · H~-~ -~ey~p~:-·tq_~q_- _']~{QR.~I1S_,_. :he -· v?as , :f.roril .~Carolin?,. ~ J:?u,.t 
'::> .. : ' . /: ·,._ . •,;,: B½'.OKW~Lt _.d.l,:d_'.-t~lJ. b;lm .. 11:~:-wa~,, fri:ml Col-~-bia,-,- South,· Ca~olJna·,: 

-.. _. •. :. ,, •. -··. -· .. ·, which' was ••correct~. ·Her ·;,:tdmitted', ·'l'ris ·me_mopyv .i~ .not·-frie' . -. · · -
'.,.···b'est _but. -.sinc,e _ tbi$. happ'~nea·. ~n 1·_955 he cannot~·recall··. . 

-- • .- • • , < •• - • • -;,_ • • ... 

. . . · · .---.spec1.f1c detail~. 
< •• -· -.- _.. • .... ' ' • ' • • • ·/ ••• ,..• ·-

. . . f.• .- - ~. 

. . - ' -. '. ~- ·• 

·· . . _.:. 
,, ., ·; 

.._, , -:~, - -~- -:;~--
·., __ : . ... ·-

'•. 

--
t .- • 
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FD-302 (R_ev. ,4-15-64) 

. l. 

-: . ~ . 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTiGATION 

5/28/68 
· Date---'-_ __;_ ____ ---'-__ _ 

. . CARLOS LEE BILLING$~ :·inmate~. Medical 'Center for_·· 
. Federal Prisoners:; Springfield, Missouri, was advised of the 

.· identity ·of JAM.ES· A~ MITCHELL as a Special Agent of .•the FBI. 
· He ,'wa·r;; · ·inform:ed that the. purpose· of the interview concerne·d ·· 
information received_from NORRIS CARMERDELLE to the effect 
-t'hat BILLtNG$. res_ided · ill Apartment_ 6; 315· Laurossini Street, 

. . . which _apartment: w~~ -rented by ENIS HEAD, ·who is from Tennessee~ 
. . . . BILLINGS ecc~i.ed :_:·this · apartment , according· to .CARMERDEJ;_;LE; . . 

·.· . fr9m May to December, ·.1965 .•. CARMERDELLE had -no. informatipn : : 
. : about HEAD. BILLING_S was furnished a Warning .and. Waiver, F'orm 

' · which he· read arid .. execU:t~d-. and- furnish:~d the following oral · 
. · · info:r'mation.~ • ·. · -', · · · · · · 

. ! 

. . , .. . .· . ·.· ·.:: .. : ·iie it,i~~: .. ~~~~; 0he;~ia :of ·i. ~ah <~~ed -E~I~-:··HEA~·-a!l~·ine nev~r :, . ·1 
. :. ' , ->·<- :i l.:ived--wi,th him 1r{A.partmeri1:':': 6 ;,:. 315 Lau:ri6sslni:: S:tree.t_'; :~hi6h is · ·=. . ; 
. · · / • <tbe ··Canal·:.Barik',Irin'~ ·He :stated that het,and;BEN BLACl<WE-LL·.moved· into .... 
·,. :. . ·: ; ·,the apartment ·and took it over f't'OlJt~_t:wo .other men' who· had stayed : .. , . ': 
·. --.· . , ., in-the ·apartment but._.-left to··work -off~ shore. ,_.,In June·,, 1965, ·-' ·.:~ - '.. : 

.·· ; · .. :: · :ar~AcKWEtL ·paid .. tlie .. rent .to CA,RME_RDELLE a,nd .. it ~as about this ·t'°im~•.:: J.} 
. • tlla.:t,_he:,. -B-I-~LINGS'i · 1eft. and_. rei;:µ'rr.ie_d, .t<? Columl:>1;ii ,, So'uth Car:oJ:;_i~a-.~< ; .. ·. ·.· . 

. Iri ·coJ:ui:nbia .. he .. stayed. with/JUNE TAYLOit;_ for: '".3,hout o.rie-. :month-~',:,: · . · ...... •. : ·.,, . ·: 
He'_:then·.r_e,turned to .. New · Orlearis: ancF stay~d ·at:· ··a, )notel ;·-n,~me> ::, ' '/ si,., .. · .. 

• ·:·_unrec~tied, :lo(?ate_d on.· Chef <,M~:rrt:eu;--- Hg:µway ~rtder: h,i.s :· true· name·. - .. ,, .•.. 
He s~ay·ed · c1.t 1;:h~s m9_~e1: for/ about 1 :' to· :.1 1r2·, months>and spent _ .. 

-.. .:'. hi:$ -t=!me'- ga1,rtbl;i~g·,at-: S_liP.~i-1·:~ -;o.~fiana,·~-- wh::i,9h is. ·10 ::iftile:~· fr'om .. · :_ 
. : :N,ew. _;Orleans· r · : ,:He· w~nt by and vis i ti~d. ·.BLACKWELL· ~t the .Canal Ba_nk 

·.,. ,··Inn: and, hia .. stilr 'oecupied 'Apartment --~;:but he ·had·0st>meone.·e1s~ ··. · .:i . 
. living' .with'.11im· wli<;:r'wa;s" :ribt -there ,at. the ·time. he· J.eft •. • · Bi.ACKWEtL ·· 

, · , . . at. ·this .-time was. going ,wi•:tn. a· :woman :by the .n-arite . of. _DORIS ·. ( l~st · -
· · ... ;n~e .unknown-) wl,\<:, pa,d a home·- in ·we·stwego,, Louis'iana~· She h~d a· 

·17 ye_ar old daughter:.and_·'.5-:.other qhildren. .... lier> husband./ name ·. 
:. unknown,~ had been·. killed i'n the oil fields .. · He said sl;le was· an 

..... attractiv_e. _woman· for· her ·age. which he- judged to be apou-t ~5,. · . . 
' : · . Bt,AC.KWE,L:L . m¢t -her :a, t /the Canal . Ba"n:k I ri:n .c!-nd fle:t\: id'etit ity wotlld _be· 

; ... ,- . known _ to . CARMERDELLE t •· He. be'lit3ves._ that_ this woina:ft :did j4oI"k -as a 
. · . coc~i;ail w~itres~- •.at· the· . Jung Hotel in - N~w . Orl,.eahs. . . ., 

~ , .• . ' "" , - __ , ' --
• • J _- • • ;. < • • • • • '-· ' • • • • • ' • - -- • • ~ • • • "'! >. . . ,. '. ' • - .' • . '. . ... -. • . 

. . . ·c: After -this' BlLLl:NGS sta:ted' he· wei:r:t<to·. Dallas,: Texas:-
·.-and ).ived ·in. Ii"ving-~· Texas .. ,.: He .ii \fed · at i$27 C,oop~r S~:r,~et-' ·. - _ 

_ __ in: Irving., with a>fem~l:e he -9id not d¢sire -·to· µame: · He sJ~ted · ·. 
' . : __ ·' .;...:_,..:,_..,,.,·:. ,....:'. ·a=-t..:..'"~: :t:.;.h~e~t.::.:.;:im=-=-e___:;.:h:...=e--'· ,...:..:w=a=s::..:. i-....,:-~::.::m;:i.P:,=l::....:<>::...,Y~e=-=d=-· ....:b:....yL,...-t.::..aP:.:. .. ,e;;;.....:;.·· S.;;;_.h:..::;..;;;ce...::cd--=d=· .'-B-i-a':-'.r,....:.d;'-=i::,.=s:..;:.h'f,-:'-p=·o:+.o=--· d=--s=--.L.:, .'-7']=· n=·· ·c=·=·-·-:-~-' ·_ .. .a-·· 

,_. t. ' ,.-.;/ . ::~.·-~- -:·~-'<-~ .. : .. "'~--;._ 
. ,. _. ·. -··. t·.. ' , .. 

·., < ........ 
• • \<· '.:·-.-

. 0 .. 5/20/68 ·· 0t ·Springfield, ,M:tssourl: --~...,. ... -.. --- , Fi•ie #_' __ · -'-K_C_>_,:4_1¼_-_7_.,6..:..·,'o.....:·· ._· ·'-: :_ •• :_.: _-._·· __ 

by ·. ··:SA JAMES A ... : MITCHELL .. . SSC'·· 
. . ·- . ' Dote dictat.E!d--·'-5_/_2_2_/_6_8 ____ ~ 

This: document' iontoins neilhe·; ;e~om·m·~~dof;cms ~or· co~~iu~lons of th~:· FBl.·lt ,s: 1he:_.prope/1y of the FBhond Is loorr~d to y·~w ~gency; 
ii ond its conte~ts ore no'no b~ disiributed ·oulsid·e ··yo~r a.g·~;cy. : . . . .. . . . . .... , .... , .. . , .,· '.... . . . 33 
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