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PRSI METROPOLITAN POLICE DEPARTMEN r- CITY OF ST.LOoUIS (/ ol Lt
YN LT IDENTIFICATION SQiO\i CRIME SCENE EXAMIN N REPORT 193 557
30FFr.NSE. OR INCID;NT : ORIG. C.N. LOCATION O OF FENSE OR INCRENT ‘kom OF OCC.
_Business Burglarvy 4193379 |%1801 'So. Eleventh St — 8
7 EXAMINATION REQUESTED BY — NAME, DSN, CAR - gATE& TIME REQUESTED l§OCAT'0N OF EXAMINATION . (DISTRICT)
‘Bini DSN# 5601 B=3 |- 672 67 -9:45AM | Same as # 5 . 3rd..
10 VICTIN'S NAME — IF FIRM, NAME OF BUSINESS .~ s |SEXIRACE|AGE[l4 VICTIM'S ADDRESS : _+[VICTIM’S PHONE RNO.
"ART'S PLACE e R | S | VA &1 _ 115, .
{6 TIME ARRIVED[TIME COMPL'D. EilgNGERPRINT CASENO, - Fé_EMINATION PRINTS TAKEN? PERSON(S) IN CUSTODY
C100L3AM ZLl :35AM 873 . ul : AN Ono . @YES O no  [J UNKNOWN
21 Is WDERN"NEGS. LIFTS . et LT A LOCATION . ) S. [N.8:| tFor IDENTIFICATION SECTION USE ONLY)
X B _|broken piece of Flass from || hold as possible evid.
2 ' ' ' °1gare‘oue machine ' ' ‘
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IR 28
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J N4 e . : / :
j <%l 2 | Of neck of beer (Falls‘ca*‘f) Btl
w o -
¥ E8 {1 n*r'nm,)
Qe
' o
P Ek
i é | owo. | DESCRIPTION & LOCATION . { NEGS. . DESCRIPTION'& LOCATION _
P =2, 1 | 12 Oz; Fallstaff Beer Bottle
@ oW T~ - , : v " ”
[
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S
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R M: Cisp CSIT{O"l OF PROPERTY:

; 11"‘ \4 a8 EVj"‘
E '_, ,’?{_},‘;"ys LGIVE NAMEIS] OF ANY pcnsous IN CUSTODY, AND ANY OTHER PERTINENT INFORMATION) o i T
% m'dm*nea point of: e*‘ltrY(Loards beneath 3r | hm.t.a_ma_c.
; 3rd large \gndg&ﬂ_c_lg” e hJ_‘Q_.,_,_____
P
- “blb zcm.” 2 Fallutaff Bee r cans, juke box., beer bottle, and premises

ldo nrresvs Ra SGV J°m@° ourf 98709 and Cawrnn deck Bo oun f 11010651

One 'prmg 1”0’11 r'ec‘( of . bear bottle ident. as left index of James Ramsey,
‘ %"TECHNiciAN REPORTING T o 4 CARY  [SUPERVISOR APPROYING \

_ Patn,"Cereld iar an 208 |Fely . [eratl a. 7/041?: T
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O H]H RECUMS SECTioR .

. COMRLAINT Hﬂ / ?.j X%/ ?

T oL ‘ - é.omerNAL C.N. : Dls‘rRiCT REPORTING \MEPORT —
1. CONCERNING: Bur la vy & Suealln ) ‘ : .

L £e RhINe: gTVPEOE"ORIGlNALREPORT g 193"’379 3 S ’ 6 2"67

DATE AND *rw.e OF OCCURRENCE | 6- PLACE OF OCCURRENCE 7.DISTRICT - | 8. LOCATJON CODE, -~
io- ~67°9: 30 A.M. & 6-2- 67 7 5 AM. 1801 8,.11th, [St, ,' 3
FBLVICTIM (tF FiRm, vme AND TYPE OF BUSINESS) R J16. HOME ADORESS ;

" Artts Place . 1 1801 8. 11Lh St

Arthur elbbs"(ownef)-'-.s’f— L - [Teusmess AopwEss

SR e | 3423 Wiseonsin

T _1_ z,AoDmOtgAL DETAILS

B . i AN

- mmm bigKTICN

];‘ JackEugene (‘awron . \A.,,R.‘ 3-«2}0’75 |

'f.vBurglary & S’ceallng CD /J»’/

L Possa.ss:.on of Bur'gla f' Tools /{ *‘"‘/ L :

: /w,’d/&-w : L,/JBZ?W"‘N uL// / M "'""'V-"'» '

t» ‘ ¢ .\ ' . |

. Date: f {’“ 2 ( T

L. Time: = °/‘ 7 Coo D W
s Cfficer: &7‘/‘/ /J € ”V/ 5\ fﬁ/ < '/,f;...

»'--Dist: -ji : DSI\ 5‘/4/

/2@;&_ C

If ADDITIONAL SPACE.1S NEEDED,

€ ANOTHER CONTINUATION REPORT.
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. STATE or l!-LlNOxS .
DEPARTM}:NT OF PUBLIC SAFETY'-' -

i e e
Lo ' =X\ DIVISION OF SUPERVIS!ON or PAROLEES

I
RUSSELLL HIGEINS, su;v-rnm-rma'm-r

- L
GEN ERAL OFFICE SFR]NGFIELD ’ . 303 ARMORY BUILDING. o
" .. Ross V. RANDOLPH, n_;;{zcmn N - < ', 'BPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS 62708 .
N S A 7 : : . R . ) © . TELEPHONE szm.7738 0 T e

g Junéu5,'l967-

_Sgt. Burke I e
. Fugitive Detail ' .
", 8t. Louis Police DwPaItﬂynt
- 8t, Louis, Mlssour;.:

oy RQ:._*ohn Gawron, Menard Ho. 25261 -‘ .
S IY CUSTODY Slo LOUIS POLICE DEPAREHENT

Dear Sgt, Burké:. o _. . : - ' o o L fl‘:;i

‘We were notificd this date by the Illinois State Police = .7 i+
‘that the above mentioned subject wanted by this Division as . & [ .-
- & parole violator, is being held in youx custody . A phone BT TR
- call was placed to Detective Murphy, Fuﬁztzwe Sectxon, your:. SRR A
Department ; who confirmed this. - o _ R

- Attached please find cur ?arole Violaticn Warrant to be . L

“lodged as a detajner, not to interefere with pending prosecutiode v -
- ‘Please acknowledge receipt of the Warrant, and keep us ad“lSQd o
"';as to the dlsposatlon of the pendiuo chargese

Very truly YOUrs, .

Jee s - " Russell Lo Higgins, Superintandent
L R w Division ¢f Supervision of Parclees

‘ Ty . o ' : e

v PIR MteL

' Re B. Jol i/én, Asste Supcriﬁrenégntf R
303 A“mo’ Building, Spx xngal 1d, J11.

RBJsws | , L ) ) . '
attachment) - . 0 . . C 3 3
‘Ech Bogxd - ' ’ %
L Memaxd . - : : L :

S File o T

i

PP
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‘,cmxmmeBarglary & Stealinz-Arrest

2. ORIGINAL CN.

3. DISTRICT REPORTING HIS REFQORT

x TYPE OF GRIGINAL REFORT 1 93379 Pris. Proc . Div{TJdune 21 1 967
. :.5 H""'E AND TiME OF OCCLRREY\CE i 6 PLACE OF, OCCURR-E‘_\!CE 7. DISTRICT &. LOC-\TIO?\ CC?OE )
Eé:%ﬂ§7~ 130 AN & 6-2=267- 7 15|hP 1801 So, 11uho St, 3rd, l 1

;!5 C IFFIRM, NAME AND TYPE OF BUSINESS) JO. HONE ADDRESS R - BN = -
AJUBJECT: 1807 So. 11th, St. T
R R . M. BUSINESS ADDRESS T 7 P

. . - ’ . " | -
.zuA nON -Jack Eugene LT -
i’ 12. ADDITIONAL DETAILS LT
¥ ; =
v }’ » = T
; S Supplemental to the above report which reflecsts the erzess
- . of captioned subject and the subsecuent warrant issuznce for the cHarze:
i .. i+ of Burglary & Stealing, and also held as Fugitive Springfield, Illinois,
é,ﬂ - 88 ,arole Vvolatoro : ‘ _ ‘ '
Yoo A copy of hﬂs report, with warrant enoJOQLwﬁ hzs been for
b fwarded to ¥r. R, B: Job ingon, Assistant Superintendant, rigion of Superw
E;;,ﬂ;jVWSﬂon of rarolees, Springfield, Illinois, with referevce EO telegram

v

* Please bhe aQVlsed

the orlglnal copy of this

L ;?,‘requeqt b] thls debar mento__

*gDﬂvo Par., Springfield, I11.
(1arranu ence

{« 00-3 le

1;6 21. 67 Cop 1eé'FwdQ

o

IR ADDITIORAL SPACE !S

¢

. cc—nssto Super‘° R. B. Johnson, .

.directed to this department under the daLe of June- 21

’0675

relative to the. above reference %0 COmm="

".UnlCuLlOﬂg wherein is stated the above function has
return for their charge of Parole Violation,.and that
~shell be handled per local Dismas Pouse, stated belegram attached to
report, that
this date et our Municipal Jull prev1ouely lodged by thls UaparU*'

/?7?

""EEDFD USE ANOTHER CC‘\TE!“UAT O?\.

recueuued warrant . ¢
rran:enenug ’

the detainer has been cancelled-

_mento
b e No.. furtner actlon Sﬂall be taken in this matter per ube above

‘Respectfully,
s T, (et

Sgt. Francis Purke DSH 294
Supere. F*gltlve Se0u10n

REPORT

%s;l;%i;;i‘.'}'j “‘..
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SL 44—775

With regard to GAWROXN's accomplice, JAMES HENRY
RAMSEY, as reflected in the foregoing reports pertaining to
the burglary, the following additional information was obtained
by SA ALBERT J. RUSHING from records of the St. Louis Police
Dept. on 5~14~68:

JAMES HENRY RAMSEY, St. Louis Police Dept. #98763,
FBI #375 271 E, who resided at 1805 S, 11th St., listed his
parents as C, W and HATTIE RAMSEY, Weiner, Ark. He listed
his wife as GLORIA JEAN RAMSEY, 150ia S, IOth St. His ¥BI
identification record and his photograph as contained in the
police files reflect conclus1ve1y that he could not possibly -
be identical with subject RAY. The identification record
for example includes entriss durxng the period of time subject
RAY was in the Missouri State Penitentiary.) RAMSEY is des-
cribed in the police records as a white male, born‘g;::::]
at Grubbs, Ark., black or gray bhair, brown eyes, sallow com-
plexion, s]ender build, bartender snd laborer,

C‘OVFR Pﬁ E S55
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SL 44~775
AJR/ral

AT ST, LOUIS, MISSOURI

The following iunvestigation was conducted on
May 23, 1968, by SA ALBERT J. RUSHING:

Mrs. MARY L. GROSS, Chief Clerk, St. Louis City Jail,
exhibited to SA ALBERT J. RUSHING a record at that jail refiecting
the following information: ' ‘

- JACK E. GAWRON, 1807 South Eleventh Street, age 89,
a laborer, entered the jail on June 6, 1967, on & charge of -

burglary. He was released on bond June 22, 1967. He indi=
cated his nearest relative was a daughtexr, COROL PEPPER.

COVER PAGE T T
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FD-302 (Rev. i-25-60) FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

-

X Date 6-21-68

JOEN EUGENE GAWRON was interviewed 2% his residence. He
stated he had no additional information to offer in view of
subject's apprehension., He reiterated he had not seen or been
contacted by subject since 1959,

He was unable to recall any further information concerning
the robbery of the BANK OF ALTON, ALTON, ILLINOIS, and stated it
was entirely possible that the person who had contacted him, who
was known to him as "JIMMY," might have a different frue name,
?s 1tdls common for former conv1cts to use aliases, even among
riends,

It was his understanding JERRY RAY had made an
application for a passport, and that JOEN LARRY RAY was endeavoring
to sell the GRAPEVINE TAVERN for enough m@ney to fipance a trip to
England.

He stated he would immediately contact this office in the

event he receives any information deemed by him to be pertlnent
in this case,

_ COVER PAGE VU

6-19-68 S5t, Louils, Missouri SL: 44-775
On at File #
SA WILLIAM H, WARFIELD :wma ,
SA MARVIN R, DORAN ) 6-20-68
by i , . Date dictated
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FRI. It 4s the property of the FBI .and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to.be distributed outside your agency.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



1
SL: 44-775
- AJR: pdp

On May 28, 1968, SL 1209~ furnished the following
information to SA ALBERT J., RUSHING:

Informant was an inmate at the Missouri State
Penitentiary beginning in October 19284 and he thereby knew
JAMES EARL RAY casually until RAY's escape in April 1967,

He cccasionally exchanged greetings and a few words with

KAY on the infrequent occasions when he encounteraed RAY

in the penitentiary. Informant and RAY never worked in

the same area or resided in the same hall except for a
brief period in 1865 when they were both assigned to K MHall.
Iinformant observed that RAY was qu?=t and appeared to be a
"loger" who kept to himself, never jokimg or mixing with

the other inmates. There was no indication to informant’s
knowledge that RAY was on narcotics or junk., Informant knew
nothing of RAY's reading habits although he assumed RAY
-might well have been reading on occasion when RAY was in

his cell inasmuch as RAY would appear fo stay in his cell 2
great deal of the time., Informant heard on one occasion
 from some inmate that RAY tried to sell amphetamine powder
to some inmate and informant suggested 2z possibility that
RAY might have been selling it for BOBBY ASH,. who was an
inmate from Kansas City wbho would have been a logical person
from whom amphetamine powdsr might have been obtained for
selling, There was "scuttlebutt" in the penitentiary
indicating that BOBBY ASH Jdid deal in amphetamine.

informant had no specific knowledge of RAY's having
been in a "loan shark™ business in the penitentiary although
many inmates 4did engage in such activities and RAY might
have done so.

It was informant's observation that RAY attended
0 his own business and never zypesred te have trouble with
anyone, Informant gained no indication of &#AY's attitude
with respect to Negroes,

RAY did no%* avppear o have any close associaies but
parsons whom informant recazlls pow having seen in frequent
conversation with RAY on some occemnsicns were the following:
HAY CLANTON from Arkansas, believed to have been released from
the Missouri State Penitemtiary about July or August 1987, and

cover pace VV
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SL: 44-775

HERBIE PHELPS, an inmate from Kansas City whom informant
believes is still an immate at the Missouri State Penitentiary.

- Informant has not seen nor heard anything of
RAY since the latter's escape except what lnformant has
1earﬁed from public news sources.,

- In April 1967 inbrmant was the driver of the prlson
trnbk in which RAY reportedly escaped from the penitentiary.
Informant at that time was assigned at Renz Farm (the number
t#o honor farm of the penitentiary) and as the driver of the
yrison truck he made daily trips in the truck between Renz
‘arm and the main prison halls accompanied by a guard. The
#Aruck was used to obtain supplies, equipment, food, and various

fother things such as laundry for Renz Farm from béth the main

Z prison and other places in the town of Jefferson City. Every

i morning seven days a week informant drove the truck to obtain

! bread for Renz Farm from the bakery at the main prisom. On

such occasions informawut as an immate at the farm was not
permitted actually to go behind the orisosn walls at the main

;  bprison but left the truck at the truck tunnel (entrapce} and
- the guard then accompanied the truck to the point behind the
walls where the bread was loaded on the truck. Informant
_understood that the customary procedure was for other inmates
so a951gned in the bakery to place the bread in a bread box
which in turn was loaded on the truck. It is informant's
recollection that the box being used for the bread in the
period of RAY's escape was a box about three feet by two and
one half feet by three and one half feet and the top of the
box opened on hinges, The bread, which was already sliced
but was unwrapped, was placed in the box in layers which
were separated by brown wrapping paper. The guard on the
truck during this period of time was a guard named BURKHARDT
and he was the guard on the truck at the time RAY reportedly
escaped. Informant recalls that the day of RAY'sreported
escape was a Sunday. On Sundays the truck made no scheduled
stops upon leavipg the main prison until it reached Renz , ,
Farm except for numerous stop signs and traffic lights., On . .
arrival at Renz Farm on the day of RAY's reported escape, the )
‘ truck was stopped as was customary after it entered the emtrance
i at Renz Farm in order to make a delivery of a small amount of

i

H

e i v e,

COVER PAGE WW
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SL: 44-775

bread to the residence of CARL MILLS, Superintendent of

the farm whose residence is inside the gate. Two or three
wrapped loaves, which were placed at the top of the bread
box, -were customarily delivered to MILLS' residence. On

this particular occasion when informant went tc the back

of the truck to get the loaves of bread for delivery to the
MILLS residence he saw that bread was scattered in the

truck, Informant called the attention of the guard BURKHARDT
to this situation and when the truck arrived at its destina-
tion at Renz Farm other guards there were also advised.

Neither informant nor arvone else so far as he was
aware realized at first that the condition of the bread was
an indication that someone had escaped. Upon arrival at
the destination it was noted that the bread box was not as
full as usual. A few hours later on the same day informant
heard of a report to the effect that RAY had been found
missing at the penitentiary at the time of a head count there
and informant then heard that it was believed RAY had escaped
in the bread box in the truck. Informant understood that
since RAY had on some previous occasion hid out at the -
penitentiary prison officials apparently assumed that he
may have hid out again inside the penitentiary and, therefore,
the escape was not immediately reported offlclally accordlng
to what informant understood.

Informant expressed the observation that whoever
loaded the bread box on the truck at the penitentiary must
have known that RAY was inside the bread box. These persons
would have been inmates assigned in the bakery but informant
did not know their identities. Informant understood that
RAY was assigned in the penitentiary kitchen which adjoins
the bakery at the penitentiary.

The informant advised that the guard, BURKHARDT, was
with him and the truck continuously from the time the truck
left the main prison until it reached Renz Farm. Informant
understood that BURKHARDT was subsequently reprimanded because
the poss;bmlzty of escape was not immediately recognized when
the scattered bread was found in the truck.

cover PAGE Y X
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Sk 44=F75

ADMINYSTRATIVE:

The records of the Jefferson -~ Graveis Bank, -
8t. Louis, Missouri, pertaining to a regular checkipg account of
JOHN RAY were made available by MR. &, G, ARB, Vice-President,
of that bank, to SAA HOWARD C, KENNEDY, 5-15-68,

cover vaes Y X
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SL  44-775
ADMINISTRATIVE

Records of the Jefferson-Gravois Bank, concerning the
cleosed checking account of JAMES L, OWENS, were made available
by MR, A, G. ARB, Vice-President, to SA (A) HOWARD C. KENNERY,
May 16, 1968

COVER PACE ZZ2-
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SL: L4-TT5
JAD :wma

ADMINISTRATIVE:
RE: JERRY RAYNES - ‘%TBER

The following investigation was conducted by SA JAMhS &,
DUFFEY at Center, M1ssouri 5=-16-638: .

. MR, JoHW C. R@DGER, Cashier, Center State Bank, @btaﬁned
the £iim for the bank's busipess 9-11—@7 that reflects @ check,
dated 9-9-57, p&ya@le to JERRY RAYNES or RﬁYN in the amount of
$1900 drawn on the Manufacturers Bank and Trust Co., SLMD, signed
CAROL, PEPPER, cndorsed JERRY RAYNMS with second endorsement by
HARCLD WALXUP, trustee. =

MR RCDGER stated that this was part of the paymeni fow

46 acres foreclosed by the bank, and sold 9-8-67, at a Sheriff's
foreclosure sale, said property beimg purchased by JERRY RAYNES,

COVER PacE AAA
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SL: 44=775
HRD :wma i

- ADMINISTRATIVE:
SAFETY DEPOSIT BOX PROJECT

On June 5, 1968, MR, WILLIAM E, KENNEDY, Audltor,
Manchester Bank, 4015(n10teiu; St. Louis, Mlssourl, advised SA
HAROLD R, DOBSON that, as a matter of self protection, all banks and
flnancmal 1nst1tut10ns in the Met. area of St. Louis and St. Louis
County, Missouri, are participants in a chain pyramid telephone
call system initiated by him whereby it is possible, within a
relatively short time, to determine if any named 1nd1vxdual has utlllzed;
the financial or other services of any of such institutions at any
specific time, A check completed on that date, pursuant to a
request by SA DOBSON made on May 31, 1968, failed to disclose that
any. individual using subject's name, or any of his aliases known
to that date, was the record holder of a safety deposit box 2t
any of such institutions durlng the period from April 23 to July 18,
inclusive, 1967,

COVER PAGE B&E&

™
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BL 44-775
JRM/ral

ADMINISTRATIVE:
Re: OBSCENE PEN-PAL CLUB

' The following 1nvest1gat10n was conducted by
SA J. ROBERT MEIGS on June 5, 1968:

RON WILLIAMS
ST, LOUIS, MISSOURI

Postal Inspector E, C. WENSMAN, Federal Court House,
St. Louis, Missouri, advised RONALD WILLIAMS {case number -
364-46572-E) does not opérate a pen-pal club as such. He said -
he has written to club and possibly to individuals sending
them his nude photographs in effort toget them interested in
various types of sex parties. He said RONALD WILLIAMS lives
at 8417 Virginia Avenue, telephone VE2-2697. WENSMAN desires
- to be 1nformed 1f WILLIAMS is to be interviewed.

RJS

My . WENSMAN advised RJS (case number 364~46385—E)
stands for ROBERT J. SUDOMA, 3535 Main Street, Apartment C-3.
He said SUDOMA has been somewhat active since July, 1967, and
he specializes in sending out pornagraphic photographs upon
request. Said he does not use commercial mailing lists and
does not take his own pictures, Stated Just getting started
and is practically:unknOWn.

WENSMAN pointed out, however, that SUDOMA is under
active investigation by his department and does not want
SUDOMA interviewed as it would jeopardize his case.

COVERPAGE CLC
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T1, 44-775
JAD:pjh

'  ADMINISTRATIVE
RE: FORMER NEIGHBOR - LAFAYETTE DILTS

' Mr. FREED FISH, Postal Clerk (protect identity),
LaGrange, Missouri, on May 22, 1968, advised SA JAMES A, -
DUFFEY there is no record that LAFAYETTE DILTS, or MAHALA
LA MARR are presently or have ever received mail through
thig post office. . Mr., FISH stated he has 1lived here for
24 years, has operated, and does operate a tavern and
restaurant, has served as City Marshal, but in these occu-
pations has never heard of DILTS or 1A MARR,

GOVER PaGE DDD
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SL 44-775 : B L adE
JAD/ral : . ,

-ADMINISTRATIVE :

Re: RAY Associates

Prison records, U. S, Penitentiary, Leavenworth,
Kansas, reflected that subject listed as "friend" "JERRY RYAN,
Box 113, Lancaster, Missouri', while an inmate there 1955-1958,

_ The following investigation was conducted by SA JAMES A.
DUFFEY : ' .
Mr., WAYNE BUTTS, Assistant Postmaster (protect identity),
Lancaster, Missouri, on 5/7/68, advised he has 'no record or
recollection of any person named JERRY RYAN, RAYN, or RAYNES

ever living or receiving mail through this office during the .
past twentyfive years. He stated that P. 0. Box 113 was rented

in September, 1953, by Mr. TOM WEBSTER, now deceased, who kept

it until 1964 when he died.

COVER PAGE EEE
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. SL: 44-775
WRB:mjb

ADMINISTRATIVE:

3/ D, DAILEY:

On May 16, 1968, inquiry at the Post Office at Pascola,
Missouri, disclosed that MAMIE HOOKER was residing in care of her
son, JAMES HOOKER at Lebanom, Missourdi, It was suggested that the
U. S, Postmaster at Wardell would have inf@rmation c@ncerning addi-
tional relatives of MAMIE HO@KER ER

On that same date, DALLAS HICKERSON, U. S. Postmaster,
Wardell, advised that J, C., HILLIN is the father of MAMIE HOOKER.
Jo Co HILLIN approximately 90 to 95 years of age and who lives,
near Wardell, was a half-brother to BARNEY DAILEY, He further related
that J, €. HILLIN and BARNEY DAILEY were kot very close due to
their difference im their ages. and that J. €, HILLIN is now senile
and alwmost completely irratiocnal,

COVER PAGE FFF
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RE:. NATHAN J. MURPHY - FORMER INMATE

The following 1nvest1gat10n was conducted by SA
CHARLES S, DUKE at St. Louis, Missouri: )

: Teletype from Kansas City to the Bureau, May 22,
1968, indicated that former inmate, NATHAN J, MURPHY, was
. paroled July 28, 1964, from the Missouri State Prison and
was to reside with his wife, name not listed, at 2837 Eads
Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri. :

Several unsuccessful attempts were made‘on-May 24,
1968, to contact the residence at 2836 Eads Avenue.

On May 27, 1968, CHARLES MOSS, mail carrier for
the St. Louis Post Office, Benton Route #427, advised that
he has been delivering mail for the past 10 years and did not
recall the name of NATHAN J, MURPHY or Mrs. MURPHY as residing
at 2836 Eads Avenue.

MOSS stated that the house was purchased. approxi-
mately 8 to 9 months ago by an elderly man and wife by the
last name of BOUDOU (phonetic). He said that the house was
vacant prior to that for approxxmately 6 to 7 months. MOSS
said that he did not know the man's name but the wife's name
was TRUDY BOUDOU, .

COVER PAGE B &8
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'FELLOW PRISONER ~ ROBERT LYNN POWELL

Pursuant to information received from thé Kansas City
Division that prior to RAY's escape from the Missouri State
Penitentiary, he was allegedly urged by inmate, ROBERT LYNN
POWELL:, to "beat up" a girlifriend of his named FRANKIE
BARBARA (phonetic) at Doe Run, Missouri, when he got out,
the following investigation was conducted by Speoial Agent
DOUGLAS ROSENBERGER on May 7, 1968:

) Contact with the following persons:faliéd to further
identify FRANKIE BARBARA or indicate that & person by that name
is residing or has been known to reside at Doe ﬁun Missour1~ ‘

Sheriff KEN BUCKLEY, Farmington, Mlssouri;“ - ' _?

Check of Post Office current Telebh@ne
Directory for Doe Run, Missouri;

Magistrate Judge FRANCIS RENTFRO Doe
Run, Missouri; -

Corporal WILLARD PETRUS, Missouri State
.Highway Patrol, Farmington, Missouri.

It should be noted that an interview with the father of
ROBERT LYNN POWELL set forth in the:body of this report indicates
that the name FRANKIE BARBARA and the address of Doe Run,
Missouri, was used by several girls, whose identities are
unknown to hzm, in correspondlng with his son.

The foregoing Was placed in the administrative section
of the report due - to the Post Office contact.

POWELL is & prime suspect in the recent robber; of tue
BANK OF LEADWOOD, MO, , ‘and intenzive efforts to locate hlm are
reflecmed in that f£ile,

COVER PAGE HHH
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During the periocd May 9 - 13, 1968, all laundyy
and dry cleaning establishiments in the St, Louis City and County
were mailed 2 circular re JAMES EARL RAY, including the current
10 and background information, This mailing list included every
such business listed ir Phe current issue of SOUTHWESTERY BELL
TELXPHONE YELLOW PAGES DIRECTORY which would approximate 640
establishments,

COVER pAGE JTIL *
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FD-204 (Rov., 3-3-59) .

w UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Copy to:
Report of: SA- HAROLD R, DOBSON Office: ST, LOUIS
Date: ~ June 25, 1968 - (
Field Office File No.: - ST, ¢ 44-—775_ Bureau File No.: 44-38861
Title: JAMES EARI: RAY;
DR, MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR -
VICTIM )
CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY;
Character: HNLAWFUL ELIGHT TO AVOID CONFINEMENT = ROBBERY
Synopsis: " RAY upnkpown to St. Louls Bartenders' Union, and did not

seek employment as bartender at country clubs, St. Louis or St. Louis
Co., Mo. "MSP inmate JAMES D, WALLACE alleged.he and wife observed -
subject and JAMES LOAMA OFWENS at entrancé of Jefferson-Gravois Bank,
SLMO, Summer, 1967, OWENS claimed he was alone ‘only time he met
WALLACE at that location 1965, MRS, WALLACE unable, to recall o
incident, Bank has no record of any. bus1ness w1th RAY ox. OWENS,
.1967, Former inmate JAMES 'H, CARPENTER.alleged he’ observed subgect
three times between 5/10 and 17/67, .in 1800 block of ‘South 1l1lth St.,
SLMO; that subject borrowed $10 and indicated he desired gun,
Nelghborhood negative this area. Former inmate JOHN PAUL VELANTI
alleged former inmate RUSSEIL P, BRANNEN . told- him he had obsérved
RAY brlefly in 1800. block of. Miss,. Aveo, SLMO, two weeks following
¥SP escape, BRANNEN denied; - No 1800 block of Miss, Nelghborhood
surrounding area ungroductive, SLPD Field Interrogatlon Reports of
individuals questioned, but not arrested in above areas for 1967
negative as to persons of RAY'S nameé and aliases, No . unidentified
cadavers, St, Louis = St. Louis. Co.,- Mo.,;4=4~68‘tondate. RAY
unknown to Salvation Army ‘and other . charitable type missions, JAMES
DAVID DAILEY denied acqualntanee or .association with RAY ., Interviews
with fellow prisoners set out. Relatives JERRY RAYNES, CAROL PEPPER
and JOHN LARRY RAY repeatedly denied contact with RAY or knowledge
ofihls whereaboufs subsequent to MSP escape. sRMED AND DANGEROUS .

P

'I‘hia document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI end is loaned fo your agenoy; it and

its coatents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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RE: RAY BACKGROUND: EDGCATION

The following investigation was conducted by Special
Agent CLETIS B, BIDEWELL, at S%. Louis, Mlssourl, on May 22, 1968:

ROBERYT ODELL BROWN, 9030 Eager Road, Brentwood, Missouri,
Apartment 1C, advised upon 1nterv1ew that he has been teacnlng
commercial subjects in the Parkway High School District for the
past eleven years. He went to grade school in Ewing, Missouri,
and his picture recently appeared on the front page of Life
magazine in & group photograph, aloang with subject JAMES 'S BARL
RAY and «ther members of the Ewing grade school.

4 letter written by BROWN appears in the current issue
of Life magazine on the page reserved for letters to the editor.

According to BROWHN, this letter has been edited to
the extent that it is hardly recognizable from the letter he
actually sent to L.ife magazine. He stated his reason for
writing this letter to Life magazine was to register a protest
with the magazine in connection with the story they ran about
subject RAY in a recent issue in whlch he was described as a
"mean Xid" and a "bully.,™

BROWN, after graduating from high school at Ewing,
Yissouri, in 1948, attended the Gym Ckty Business College at
Quincy, Illinois; the State college at Kirksville, Missouri;
and the Univergity of Wyoming. He does not recall having seen
sebject RAY since their grade school days at Ewing and has no
information whatever as to where subject might be at the present
tine. . '

Mr. BROWN advised that in the event he receives any
information in the future concerning the possible whereabouts
cf the subject as a result of his letter to Life magamine or
anyotner reason, he will immediately furnish same to the
5t. Louis ¥FBI Office,
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'RE: FORMER NEIGHBOR: LAFAYETTE DILTS

‘ Information was received from the: Springfield Division .
that one LAFAYETTE DILTS, former bootlegger, had formerly resided
in the same neighborhood as subject's family in Quincy, Illinois,
during the 1940°s. It was believed DILTS currently resides at
iaGrange, Missouri. ‘ ' ,

The following investigation was COnducfed‘by,SA JAMES
A. DUFFEY: | | |

The following persons, all long~time residents of the-
village of LaGrange, Missouri, were contacted inh an effort to
locate LAFAYETTE DILTS, formerly of Quincy, Illinois, and his
girlfriend, MAHALA LA MARR but none had ever heard of either:

Mrs., AZALINE MAIERS Cashier, LaGrange State Bank,
~ May 29 1968; -

Mrs. JENNIE MYERS May 29 1968;
Mr. GEORGE RICHIE, Rlchle Garage, May 29 1968

’Mr. CHARLES BROWER Commercial Fisherman,PMay
29, 1968, .

. '.-::xv

Mr. BERT SMITH, Commercial Flsherman, on Mﬁy 29 1968 .
advised that LAFAYETTE DILTS has never lived in LaGringe, Mlssouri,"'
He stated that he knew DILTS as a commercial fisherman several .
years ago, and his last account of him was that he lived in
Quincy, Illinois. He advised that DEWEY LOCK, a commercial
fisherman who lives in Quincy, Illinois, will "know DILTS' where-
abouts. He stated LOCK can be located, and probably DILTS also,
by contacting YANCEY's FISH MARKET at the foot of Broadway in
Quincy, Illinois.
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Re: RAY Associates

Prison records, U. S. Penitentiary, Leavenworth,
Kansas, reflected that subJect listed as '"friend" "JERRY RYAN,
-Box 113 Lancaster, Missouri', while an inmate there 1955-1958.

The folldwing investigation was conducted by SA JAMES A,
DUFFEY : o

On May 7, 1968, Mr. THOMAS MITCHELL, Cashier, Bank
of Lancaster, Mr. HARRY MELVIN, Presidenf, Bank of Lancaster,
Judge WALTER HIGBEE, Mrs. FLORA REDMAN, County Clerk, who main-
tains the permanent Voters Registration for Schuyler County,
Mrs. MARSHA JUDD, Clerk of Magistrate Court, and Sheriff GLEN
LEFLER, Sheriff's Office, all Lancaster, Missouri, and life
residents, each checked his records and advised there is no
record of any JERRY RYAN, JERRY RAYN, or JERRY RAYNES. None
could recall any such person as ever living here. Mrs. TOM .
WEBSTER stated she knew no such person, ’

: On May 8, 1968, Mrs, GEORGIA WILSON, Manager, Adair
County Credit Bureau Kirksv111e Missouri, which. also covers
Schuyler County, adV1sed there is no record for any JERRY RAYN

‘RAYN or RAYNES. :
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RE: RAY EMPLOYMENT
AT ST, LOUIS, MISSOURI:

On May 16, 1968 Mrs., NANCEE TROXEL, office Clerk,
Loral #51, Bartenders Unlon, 3630 Grandel Square, St. Louis,
Missouri, advised SA CLETIS B, BIDEWELL after checking her
records that they contained no information concerning subject
JAMES EARL RAY under his true name or any.of ‘his known aliases.

MRS, TROXEL advised Local # 51 is the only Barténders

Union in the St, Louis - St, Louils County area, and covers
hartenders at country clubs in that area.

/0
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COUNTRY CLUB PROJECT

Due to the possibility that subject could have inquired of
country clubs concerning employment as a bartender, the following
countyy clubs in 8t, Louis and St., Louis County, Missouri, were
contacted on dates indicates, with the result that no one person
of subject's appearance was found to have sought such employment
personally and no person of subject's hame or aliases was found to
have inguired or applied by mail:

CLUB ~ ADDRESS . DATE  AGENT

BATH AND TENNIS CLUB 1600 Log Cabin Lane 5-21-68 JAMES T, DEARBORN
&, BRUCE CORNELL - Manager ‘

BELLEFONTAINE COUNTRY 900 Fry 5-21~68 . "

CLUB, C. E, FREDERICKS -
Honager o _ )
BELLERIVE COUNTRY CLUB 12925 Ladue Road 5-21-68 "

MICHAEL DREAS - Manager

BOGEY FOLF CLUB " 9266 Clayton Road 5-21~68 " "o
STANLEY COULTER - Owner :

CRYSTAL LAKE COUNTRY CLUB 2224 Bopp Road 5-21-68 ** . Ay
VID ESSEN -~ Owner

DEER CREEX CiuB - ' 9861 Deer Creek Hill 5~21-68 ALAN E, MCELWAIN
JACK BURROUGHS - Manager

FOREST HILS COUNIRY CLUB Clayton and Clarkson 5-21-68 ALAN E, MCELWAiN
RAY KARR - Mznager

| GLEN ECHO COUNTRY CLUB Lucas and Hunt Road 5-21-68 " S

MIXEY BIERMANN -
Cffice Manager

1
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GREENBRIAR HILLS COUNTRY 12665 Big Bend T 5=21-68 ALAN E, MCELWAIN
CLUB, J., H, DIEKROEGKER = : |
Manager ‘
HILLCREST COUNTRY CLUB 8100 Fine - 5=21-68 ¢ "

JOSEPH W, SMITH - Manager

10G CABIN CLUB 9456 Clayton Road 5-21-68 JOHN O, TRETHWAY

J.. V¥, TAYLOR - Owner

MEADOWBROOK COUNTRY CLUB  CLAYTON and Kehws Mill :
HELEN WALLERSTEIM - Road 5-21l-68 "
Secratary ‘

NORWOOD HILLS COUNTRY CLUB 5300 Lucas and Hunt 5-21-68 * e
DORIS SCHAEPER - Secretary

OLD WARSON COUNTRY CLUB 9841 0ld Warson 5=21-88 " "
ELLEN CAPRA - Secretary -

ST, LOUIS COUNFRY CLUB 400 Barnes Road §uZl-68 7 "
THOMAS HACKETT - Henager ' '

. SUNSET COUNTRY CLUB 9555 Geyer " 5-21-68 LAWRENCE B,
JAMES ELDON ~ Manager ' ,

TRIPPLE & GOLD AND Farest Park 5-21-568 1
TENNIS CLUS L :
EFREST SCHWARTZ - @ecretary

WESTBOROUGH COUNTRY CLURB 631 South berry Rozd 5-21-68 " "
VARIE CANPOWY - Sccreitary

WESTW@GB'CG@NTRY CLUB - 11801 Conway Road 5-21-68 " n
CARLD RADDE ~ Manager, | '

[N

CURTIN
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i1, ALLEGED APPEARANCES IN ST. LOUIS,
MISSOURI, SUBSEQUENT TO MISSOURI
STATE PENITENTTARY ESCAPE,
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1 RE: FELLOW PRISONER: JAMES L, OWENS
Bl: 44-775 ' '
DRS injb

. The following investigation was conducted by SA DEAN R,
SHUMWAY @ ' _

AT ST, LOUIS, MISSOURI

on May 14 1968, the Kansas City Division advised that
s veview of Mis&“oum State Prison records reflected OWENS: was
emp@@yedas a boiler wmzker for the Combustion Engiw@ering Company
in 1847. .

On %ay 15, 1988, Mr. ROBERT Ef SCHNOEMAN, Persmnnel
Directox, C@mbustion Engineering Company, 5319 Shreve Avenue,
st. Luaiu, Missouri, advised that his c@mﬁany has no record of
JAMES OWENS' employment, but he personally recalls OWENS was
employed there approximately twenty years ago, He explaimed
th@t C@mb&sti@m Engineering has been subjectéd to a records
retention evaluation, and 28 a result pergonnel records are now
maimtainad for only ten years,

OWENé was & fazr enplavee, ‘a good worker, but was
uitxma&eﬂy dus@harved foxr raffling off stoﬂem gURS On company
property. SCHLOEMAN sdvised that OWENS had been suspected of
the a@tzvaty for some time before fimally dlscharged upon beihg
caught in the shop with a loaded rifle, SCHLOEMAN advised he .
has no knowledge of any associates of OWEWS still working at the
plant but that one GEORGE SPINK would- be able to advise if any
of OWENS' friends- st111 remained. g

Qn %dy 15, 1988, Mr. GEORGE SPKKK 846 Newport Street,
St. L@uls, Mnssouri advisbd he knrew JAMES ONENS at the Combustion
Engxmeerzng nlant nearly 20 vears ago but has not heard of him
since OWENS was fired for raffling stolen guns. SPINK advised
he kmows of no one who is an associate or friemd of OWENS at the
glamz and has no 1dea of w%o else might know OWENS* or where he ‘ o
s at. _Y o ‘

o
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RE: FELLOW PRISONER JAMES LOAMA OWENS

: The following investigation was conducted by SA DOUGLAS
ROSENBERGER; May 15, 1968: ' o

AT ELVINS, MISSOURI

IDA OWENS stated her son is currently employed as a
salesman at the Chevrolet Agency, Crystal City, Missouri. She
stated she could furnish no information concerning JAMES EARL
RAY or his possible current whereabouts, .
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JAMES LOAMA OWENS, Rural Route Number 3, Sunrise
Lake, DeSoto, Missouri, {(Jefferson County), telephone number -
JUstice 6-2044, who stated he is currentliy employed as.an
automobile salesman by the Arnold Chevrolet Company, Crystal
City, Missouri, furnished the following information:

) In 1959 OWENS, while on parole from the Illinois
.State Penitentiary at Menard, Illinois, on a conviction for
robbery, was residing at the St, Louis Rescue Mission located
at approximately 4200 Olive Street, St, Louis, Missouri,

which was a sort -of "half-way'" house where ex=-convicts and
parolees resided, It was at that Mission in 1959 that OWENS
first met and became acquainted with JAMES EARL RAY, OWENS
recalls that "BLACKIE" AUSTIN, who was also on parole out of
Menard, was also regiding at the same Mission in St. Louis
at that time and brought RAY around to the Mission as a friend

and it was as a result of this that OWENS became acquainted with
RAY- :

' OWENS, as one of the conditions of his parole, was
employed at that time at the St. Louis Rescue- Mlsszon, as a
barber, _

After OWENS became acquainted with RAY, he learned
that RAY's mother and grandmother were then operating a rooming
house on Hickory Street near Mississippi Avenue in St. Louis
and OWENS assumed that RAY was living with the mother and _
grandmother there, although he did not have specific information
in that regard, OWENS does recall on one or two occasions he
xccompanied RAY to the rooming house operated by the mother and
grandmother.

OWENS bhas always liked RAY, characterizing him as
a quiet fellow, who never pried or bragged, - He was a thinker ™
and a reader. He read a wide variety of things and OWENS
does not recall that he had any special interest in any
particular subject or topic of reading material. RAY also
liked automobiles and liked guns. The type of gumns which RAY
apparently liked and the only type of guns. OWENS knew of him
to have were pistols and handguns, not rifles or shotguns,

[ b
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OWENS learned that RAY was an excellent shot and .
that RAY sometimes went to secluded spots for target shooting,
OWENS once went with RAY somewhere in J[llinois for target
shooting, at which time RAY had with him two .38 caliber s
pistols, OWENS shot with RAY on this occasior and observed
that RAY was extremely expert and could shoot at a can
zind keep it bouncing by firing at it and hitting it rep@at@dly
b@f@re it stopped E@lilng. _

” irn z@scociantion with RAY in 1959 OWENS learned that
RAY was a moderate drinker, who did not drink beer and whose.
favorite drink appearad to be Bourbon highballs. OWENS knows of
ne particular tavern where RAY freguented but obzerved that
RAY usually drank at taverms im the vicinity of Sarah and
Olive Street inm §t, Louis, which was in the vicimity of the
Missi@n where OWVENS uwsually saw RAY when the latier came by
the Mission. ' = . ' o

OWENS observed that RAY had no employment during -
this time but was obviously a professiomal thief who
apparently pulled mainly r@bb@ries and @@casi@mally some
burglaries,

UWE&S cmaract@rxzes RAY as a “plistol man.” RAY
was definitely a "loner."™

’ In c@nversati@ng,'QWENS learned from RAY that RAY
had served a Federal sentence following & theft of money orders
witn another man and it appeared from comments made by RAY .
that he mistrusted other yeople and would mot go onm g@os with
anot her person. »

RAY 1mpressed OWENS as havxng sympathy for common
people and Ffor the weorking man and RAY expressed a phil@ﬁ@phy{
that be would omnly hit places of businesses such as would
probably be covered by insurance,

/7."
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On two or three occasions RAY came to the Mission
with an older man, about sixty years of age, whose first name
was JACK and whose surname was something like GOAN (phometic).
O¥ENS learnad that this man JACK was on parole out of Menard
and was considered by RAY as an old friemd. OWENS cut this
old man's hair once or twice at the Mission., He gained the
impression that this old man, JACK, was an o0ld professiocnal
burgliar and that he was "kinky"” (still pulling burglaries)
even them., OWENS has no definite information as to whether
RAY and JACK ever went on any jobs together but observed
that they were obviously very friemdly.

During this period in 1959 RAY always appeared to
have monsy and to be "well-heeled,' although he never worked,

S Xt was obvious to OWENS that RAY was obtaining his money frow
robberies and burglaries, PRAY was thrifty and appeared to save kis
woney. On oneg occasion, at RAY's reguest, OWENS drove RAY to

& bank in §t., Louis located on South Broadway near the Anheuser-
Busch Brewery and RAY told OWENS om this occasion that he

had am account at that bank., OWENS waited in the car outside
while RAY went in the bank and RAY then returned to the car

and showed OWENS $1,000.00 worth of Travelers Checks, which
OWERS understood had been purchased by RAY imn the bank,

CWEHS did not positively know whether RAY had taken cash into
the bank to purchase thest Travelers Checks or bad withdrawn

the necessary funds for the purchase from the account which

RAY said he had in the same bank, RAY toid OWENS that he had
purchased these Travelers Checks for the purpose of taking

a trip to Camada.

it was about a month later when OWENS next saw R&Y,
at which time RAY saild he had been to Canada. RAY did not at
any time explain to OWENS why he had gone to Canada., This
was charscteristic of RAY, however, who was always extremely

W@aedmm@uth and did not generally explain his activities to
wyone,

. With regaad to the possibility of any other money that
R&Y might have had im 2 bank, OWENS has some vague recollection
in the back of his mind that RAY might hawe at some time
mentiored having money in & bank other ‘than the ome referred to

1€
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above, but OWENS can recall no specific information in this
regard,

OWENS can recall only one additional associate or
acquaintance of RAY during the 1959 period and that person was
"BLACKIE" DE CORE, who was from Chicago and who was a gambler
and former professional prize fighter. DE CORE was then about
forty years of age and was on a life parcle out of Menard and was
staying at the 8t. Louis Resgue Mission at the time, DE CORE
did not appear to be nearly as close or as friendly with RAY
ag did "BLACKIE® AUSTIN and the old man named JACK,

RAY did not gamble and did not fool with narxrcotics
or "junk" of any kind. He seemed to have the attitude regarding
women that they were something to use and forget. Actually
he appeared to prefer a girl who was a- "bum™ and was not kiown
te have had any girlfriend as such or any continuing association
with any girl or woman,

On the one or two occasions when OWENS was at the
rooming house on Hickory Street operated by RAY's mother and
grandmother, OWENS also learned that RAY had a young kid
brother named "BUZZY," who resided with the mother and grandmother.
OWENS has never known or heard specifically of any other
relatives of RAY.

RAY always appeared absolutely to have no dislike
for Kegrows, On the contrary, he always seemed to take a
man for what he was, regardless of color., In OWENS' opinion,
if RAY killed MARYIN LUTHER KING, as alleged, he did not do
s0 out of amy kimd of racial haired and such an act in OWFNS'
opinion would have had to be for money.

During the period of their association in 1959 RAY
used various names, always with the first name JIM. The oinly
three surnames which OWENS can. recall as having been used by
RAY were the names Q'CONNOR, RYAN and RAY, When OWENS initially
bacame acquainted with RAY at the St,. Lou;s Rescue Mission
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RAY was using the name JIM O'CONNOR, The name ERIC SfARVO GALT
© i completely unknown to OWENS and he has no idea where RAY
migiht have obtained or thought o£ such a name,

Regarding the robbery of the Kroger Store in St.-
Louis by OWENS and RAY in 1959, OWENS furnished the followxng
infoermation: , ,

C@nirary to what OWENS regards as RAY's usual -
-characteristic of carefully planming anything he did, the
robbery of the Kroger Store was a stupid job which occurred
2t the tail-end of a drunk." Although RAY did not normally
drink to excess at all, RAY and OWENS on this occasion had
been drunk and were still under the effects of that when
the robbery was pulled, and it was merely an effort to get
additionmal momey to comtinue their drinking. RAY informed
OWENS that somebody had spotted this supermarket which should
be good for several thousand dellars. RAY had aiready cased
it., RAY bad with him the same two .38 caliber gumns which-
OWENS and RAY had previously used in target shooting amnd RAY
furnished one of these guns to OWENS feor this robbery. S

&AY had stolen an old Ford aut@mobile which was
their first get-away car and they then switched to OWENS' automobile,
at which time some witness apparently obtained the licemse nuwber
on OWEKS! car, . OVENS and RAY, immedistely following the ‘robbery,
went to a rooming holse on Park Avenue near Mississippil Avenue
in St. Louis where RAY then had a room, - They went to RAY's
room and % few minutes later, when OWERS. came out to his car,
he found the car surrounded with police who arrvested OWENS.

» The police then went into the house and arrested RAY
a;so, Nelther RAY nox OWEﬁs were ever.released on bond follow«
ing their arrest. OWENS entered a plea. of guilty to the robbery
charge =nd recsived a sentence of seven years. RAY, however,
insisted on going o trlal and wa svsenfenced to twenty years.
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OWENS,; after his plea of guilty, preceded RAY to
the Penitentiary at Jeffergon City, Missouri, and had already
besn there several months when RAY arrived to serve the

twenty-year sentence.

OWENS was released from the Missouri State Pepitentiary
in L1963 upon completion of his sentence and was immediately
thereafter returned to the Illiincis State Penitentiary at
Menasrd 28 & Parole Vieolator on the robbery coopviction., OWERS
owed twenty-three months on that parole viclation. He completed
all of that term and received his outrizht relsase in May,

1865, from Memard. :

OWENS thereafter returned to St. Louls and was
Chriefly employed as a Puller Brush Salssman im St. Louls,
foliowing which he was employed from October, 1963, to February,
1966, as 2 maintenance mah at Washington bniversity in St.
L@uiﬁg In Pebruary, 1966, OVENS went to California, whsre he
resided with his mother apd brother awd he was employed there
with White Heat Company, 23508 Randolph Sireet, Huntingtoh Pari,
California, for about ten mounths as & m&imtem&m@@ man, He
wag then employed by the ¥, ¥W. Henry Company, Beckett Street,
Huntington Park, Califorasia, until he returned to St. L@uls,
Mih%@dr&; in Decenbey, 1966,

Upon his refturn to St, Louis in December, 1966, OWENS
took & vacation for about a2 month and was in Las Vegas and ,
Arizons during that time, He was thereafier employed by the
Lindell Plaza Hotel, 8t., Louis, as a malmtenance man, Thereafter,
he was euployed as the cihief engineer 2t the Liggett and Meyers
Tobaceo Company in St. Louis until he began his present
employment, about five weeks ago, as an automobile salesman thh
the Arnold Chevrolet Company, Crystal City, Missouri,

OWENS hzs resided at his present address in Jefferson
County, Missouri, simce July 23, 1967. His last previous address

2
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was the Hissourid Apartménts, Delmar Avenue, St. Louils; Missouri,
across the street from St. Luke's Hospital, where he lived for
ab@ut five momnths until he moved to his present address,

¥hile in the Missouri State Penlaentnary, OWENS aud
RAY wers never assigned in the same residence hall, nor were
‘they assigned in the same working area at any time. OWENS
worked the entire time in the plumbing shop in the Penitentisry.
RAY worked in the pra;@n cleaning shop and in the bakery during
the time OWENS was in the Penitentiary., However, OWEKS did
gee RAY from time totime outside om the Penitentiary yard and
@ccasxonally talked to RAY there, _

There has never bheen any animosity of any kind bétween
OWENS and RAY and the latter has never indicated any. resentment
or any cause of resentment toward OWENS in comnnection with the
Kroger Store robbery or for any other reasom., RAY has 2lways
appeared to be entireiy friemdly toward OWENS and has never
indicated in any way that he felt OWENS did anything wrong im
conmection with the robbery or at the time of their arr@st inm
8t., Louis, .

ihile in the Missouri Stats ?er%t@ntﬁary, Gwﬁﬁ b@@ame

aware that RAY was apparently dealing in pills, such as- :
Benzedrine and amphetamine, which RAY was in some manner obs
taining outside the Penitentiary abnd was selling to imnates
in the Penitentiary. OWENS occasionally saw exchange of ;
money to RAY from other immates. OWENS never knew the maauer
- in which these pills were being conveyed t@ RAY in the ' ' oo
. penitentiary but was aware that this type of practice was being
carried on by other. prisonérs’ in addition to RAY and that
there were various seans whereln such -items could be brought
into the penitentiary. It has been OWENS' geperal understanding
for. .example that sometimes guards have been used to bring in
suah items, as well. as relatives of the immates on the occasions
of :their visits, or such items have been brought in by
pr&%onerq who work on the Homor Farm and who are not carefally
gesrched when returned inside the walls,
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OWENS did not acquire any knowledge as to how much
money RAY made in this practice but would estimate that he
might earn as much as $500.00 or $1,000.00 in the course’
of a year or two. OWENS does not know how RAY may have gotten
his money outside the penitentiary but again is aware that.
there are various means by which inmates have been able to
accomplish this, '

OWENS alse became aware while in the penitentiary
that RAY was apparently engaged in making small loans to
inmates, Although BAY himself did not ever comment to OWENS
concerning this business, OWENS at one time had a2 cellmate
who OWENS understood had borrowed momey from RAY, OWENS
understood that it was the general practice for immates such
as RAY who made loans to receive repayment at the rate of
$3.00 for $2.00. OWENS does not believe on the basis of his
general knowledge and information that RAY might have accumulated
ab amount such as several thousand dollars as a result of his
handiing pills and loans in the penitentiary. T

OWENS was still an immate in the pemitentiary on the
occasion when RAY, while working in the cleaning plant, attempted
to escape by putting twe old ladders on the wall behind the
cleaning plant. According to what OWENS heard immediately after
this attempted escaps, the ladders broke with RAY, as a result
of which he was injured, knocked out and discovered by the
prison guards., _

Subsequent to OWENS release from the penitentiary, he
heard of the incident in which RAY allegedly hid out for a few
days inside the penitentiary. OWENS recalls that on one
occasion, while in the penitentiary, RAY mentioned to him that
‘he was too young to remain in the penitentiary and serve his
entire sentence and RAY spoke. in geperal terms of the
possibility that he might some day attempt to escape. RAY
referred to no specific plans in this regard, however.

During OWENS association with RAY, he learmed from RAY
that prior to OWENS becoming acquainted with RAY in 1939 RAY had
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made several trips, apparently at least a dozen trips, to

Mexico., RAY spoke of having been in variocus places and

the only specific places OWENS cam recall which were mentioned

by RAY were Mexico. City, Veracruz, Acapulco and Nogales., RAY ...
did not at any time discuss with OWENS the details of his

trips to Mexico, although BAY did mention in a2t least one instance
that he had gone to Mexico to ool off." RAY did not discuss
with OWENS the details of his activities im Mexico or who he

knew there, but did briefly mention ¢n one cccasion that one

time when he was in Mexico City he had becowme imvolved im an
altercation with & man in an alley, who came at RAY with a

knife, at which time RAY struck the man im the head Wath a

pmst@l and th@remfter had t@ 1eave %exmg@ City.

OWENS is of the belief that RAY could not Speak
Spanish, despite his trips to Mewice. In that regard, OWENS
said he knows a few words of %naﬁign but RAY did not” know any
Sa nish. * .

OYWEKS believes that on the basis of RAY's having made
thpﬁ to Mexico im the past, RAY might have comceivably gone
to Wexico after his escaps in 1687, OWENS bas also been aware
from RAY that the latter was & uv&ntary policeran in Germany
o while in military service and OWENSE would agsune tbat RAY
fmlgmt,th@r@f@?e, also go to Germany.

OWENS @hara@teri@e& RAY a3 Very 3mart,.a thinker am@
not a telker. RAY plans @veﬁy angle before he makes & move,
OFENS feels that upon RAY's having escaped from the penitentiary
and even before the incident involving the killing of MARTIN
LUTHER XING, RAY would not be eXpacted to be in c@mtact with
rolatives @r previous acquaintances at any time after the
SBCRLED . .

OWENS f@@t however , iﬁ .the event ﬁ&w had an @u*&ide
@@nt&cﬁ who was assagtamg him in his 11licit traffic within
the penitentiary and who might owe either money or a favor to
R&Y in commpection with this Jusiness, RAY might quite logically
owtact this perty after his escape.
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¥ith regaxrd to the old man named JACK, who was
friendly with RBAY in 1959, as previously referred to, OWENS
has never seen or heard of that man again since 1959 with
the exceptiot that OWENS did hear somewhere afterward that JACK
nad gone back to Menard as a Parole Vielator,

OWENS has. had checking accounts at the fellowing
banks im St. Louis, since his release from the’ Illlnols
State Penitentiary at Menard, in May, 1965°

The Jefferson~Gravois Bank, where OWENS opened
& checking account in 1965 which was closed
in about February, 1966, when OWENS went to
California; ,

Th@ Manchester Bank, where OWENS @pened an’
aecount in January, 1967, and where there
is 8till a balance in the account of about
$3.00 or $4.00, the account hav1ng been
lnactive in r@cent months, ’

%ince October, 1967, OWENS has had a checklng account at
the American Bank, BeSote, Mlssourl, where he currently has an
account .

Except for the above, OWENS has had no banking business,
incliuding accounts of any kind, loans or safe deposiﬁ boxes,
2t any other bank im St. Louis since his release fr@m Menard in
1965,

Since OWENS' release from the Missouri State Penitentiary =

&t Jefferson City, Missouri, he has had po contact of any kind,
either direct or indirect, with RAY and they have never had any
G@E?@%p@ﬂd@nbe. QWENS has also had no contzct whatsocever with
any of RAY's relatives, since OWENS was released from the
Hissouri State Penitentiary. The last contact OWENS has had
with anyone krown to him to be an associate or acquaintance of

RAY, was “E&ﬁ@gﬁ AUSTIN, who was in the Illinois State Penltentlarys o

a5
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at Menard, while OWENS was there 1963 to 1965. “BLACKIE" AUSTIN
was 5tilil at Menard when OWENS was released there.

Since about February, 1966, OWENS has not on any
occasion’ been inside the Jefferson-ﬁravoxs Bank, nor has he
beesh on foot outside that bank on any occasion during that
period, At the very most, he may have passed by the bank in
an automcbiie on ome or two cccasions.,

While OWENS was at the Mlssouri State Penitentiary,
he became acquainted with JAMES WALLACE, who was an inmate
there,’ He did not know JAMES WALLACE at all until he became
acquainted with him in the penltentlary. OWENS definitely
was not raised w1th WALLACE. : L ’ '

In 1965, during wh;ch time OWENS had a checking
account at the Jeffersom Gravois Bank in St. Louis, he recalls
an cccasion when he parked hiscar on the bank parkmg lot
to go to the bank. As he started in the dor. of the bank for
the purpose of making a despoit to his account ‘he saw JAMES
WALLACE, who was standing en the street corner outs1de the
bank, W1th 2 girl, As OWENS ‘was going inte the "bank, WALLACE
stated to the effecty "Are you taking some out or putting :
gome in?". OWENS replled to the effect, "I'm putting some in,"
They had n@ further conversation, . ,

OWENS was defanltely alone on this occasion. OWENS
never on any other occasion saw or knew the girl who ‘was with
WALLACE and he paid very 11tt1e attention to her, as a xresult
of which he-cannot describe her, except he had impression that
she was a white girl, who was rather heavy=-set and "was no
raving beauty." OWENS is certain that this encounter at the.
Jefferson-Gravois Bank occurred in the summer time, because
he recalls that the girl was not. wearing a coat and that both
he and WALLACE were wearing short-sleeve shxrts and Warm
weather clothing.

The checklng account of OWENS at the Jeffersouwsrav01s

* Bank, 28 previously referred to, was a Joint checking account

held by QWERS and his m@ther and was in the names of JAMES and
IDA OWENS, =
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OWENS denled that he was .ever 1n the .company of JAMES
EARL RAY at the Jefferson~Grav01s Bank on the occa51on referred to
above or on any other occaszons, S1nce OWEN's release from’ the
Penlment1ary.

' . He repeatedly reiterated his denial that ‘he has seen
RAV or had any kind of contact with him or any knowledge of his
whereabouts since RAY " escaped from the penltentzary in 1965,

. OWENS cannet recall ever hav:ng known anyone by the
name of "COOLEY," either in the Missouri State Penitentiary:
or elsewhere and that name has no meaning or significance -to
OWENS.

OWENS, without hesitation, stated he would be entirely
willing to notify the Federal Bureau of Investigation if he
should at any time receive any informatiomr which might be
of assistance in locating JAMES EARL RAY and stated he would
certainly do so.
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. Mrs, JAMES (MILDRED) OWENS (nee SLONE), Rural
Route Number 3, Sunrise Lake, DeSoto, Missourm, (Jefferson
County), who stated ‘She is a registered’ nurse, cprrently o
employed as a nurse”at the Bonne Terre "Ho&pital, Bonne ¥
Terxe, Missouri, was present during an® 1nterv1ew conducted
by Special Agents ALBERT J, RUSHING and ROBERT L BENDER
wzth her husbaand at the resmdence on Ma ’16, 1968,

' L At the coénclusion of the intervnew with ¥r, OWENS
Hrs, OWENS advised that she and her husband were married on
March 9, 1967, at’'St. Louis County, Migsouri; that they have
contlnuously resxded together as man and-wife “since

theid marriage; that she has never seen JAMES EARL RAY- in
her life and never heard of him until there was recent’
publicity regarding him, at which time her husband told her of
his prevx@us kn@wl@dge of RAY. e

Mrs . OWENS sazd she has no 1nformation in add;t;on
to that furnished' by her husband whlch might be of asszstance
v-in locatlng JAMES EARL RAY. _

on __ 5/16/68 . Jefferson COunty, Misseuripd,# SL- 44-775 .
SA ALBERT J. RUSHING -- AJR:3fb SRR 5/16/68
P by SA ROBERT L, BENDER - . Date dictated ‘
This document contains nefther recommendc;uons nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the proparty of the FBI cmd is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to. be distributed outside your agency.
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