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30ffl:.NSE: OR INCIDENT· 'I ORIG. C.N. - I LOCATION OF 0FFl;NSE OR [NC1 )ENT -~ I Dl_~T. ~F- occ. 
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ARTtS PLACE - . n 12 13 · 1'5 • • 
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t :: ;~-----•---~-- -R-•---·--- -•----••-- • • • 
t LJ P.£..1,~,\i,:J\_$:lC.,v( t..i:~M!~\fl 0~ ANY Pl;:RSON$ IN CU'S'l'OO-Y. ANO ANY OTHER PER'rtNENT lNFORMATlONJ 

;- ~:t:amined r0i_nt of entry{ boards beneath 3rd large \:D •. UdQ __ wJ_C.igar9tte mac.hin.e~---
~ .. . . . . 

~ · · ~able ~n_ife, 2 F~llstaff Beer cans, juke box-, beer bo_t~_e_,__mct_preroisqs, · 

T;•m Artt~s-+-R:am~1__J3,t:H3~ our./!:- 98763--t and Gawron r ,la.ck-E---o.11.r /f: 110106...,_--.--,-_____ _ 
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.• .... ,. ·, ..... · _·,.,. 
'! :........ '.,". 

.. \,, .' . . .i -~ .·:'. '. 

,. coNCERNING: __ B_u_r_g=-,l~a_·_· r__,,_Y....,._&_~_· ....,s_t_e--=a,_,1...,i.,.,.n,.....,.g.__ __ 
· T_YPE OF; ORIGINAi. REPORT' 

2. ORIGINAL C,N. 3. DISTRICT REPORTING 

5, DATE ANO TIME OF·OCCURRENCE 

- · 9, VICTIM (IF FIRM_, NA_;,.E AND TYPE OF 8VSINESS) 

_ Art r· s ·Pla.ce ... / _ 
·-11rt_h~ri:.C:iibbs ·{awrier)·:' ·~. ' . . - . . 

WP.RRP.N'l' .INFORMATICN 

.f' . ·:· \-. ·, >.iam~~.,_Henry Rainssy . . •.·. . . ·, 
. ' ' . ' ' ... 

1_93~379 3 . 
6. PLACE OF OCCU~RENCE ' ?.·DISTRICT 

3 
10. HOME ADDRESS 

1 80 t S • 11 th. St • 
11. BUSINESS ADDRESS 

3423 
t ,_. • , -•!::11.s-c..onsin 

· .1 ~- ADDITIONAL !)ETAILS 
,' 

'' 
' .. • 

.. ,, .. 

.. A oR .. 3-2074 
' ' ' 

. \. ,:-,· ;:·~· ~., . 
r' ,' · Bu,rglary & ,St~·al'ing , 

' . . . . .. 

--·· , ... - ;, ,·_ -.. ' . . . ~-- . ' 
~ . 

... · .. 

,-_:._ ··.Date: 

'l'ime: 

,.. .. - ··. 

... 

•' ,• 

' . -·-• .. 

'• . 
,:.· .. -,.,· . 

. •, . ~· . : . 

"· .... 

~~ 

., . 

' \ I'.' • ' 

. Cffic~r:/#.7/_V'.Ll("'AJ/ ;S'-t(~ '/(_ 
. . . _, ' 

·n.s .. N. ·_f'/t::_/::•:, · 

?~,;c,.·_•··· 
t ·•. . . IF ADDITIONAL SPAc,.·1s NEED,O, E ANOTHER CONTINUATION REPORT '. 

r , ' _. .' ' • I , • • : :.;. " 

i,,,' ,-._ 0, f"ORM Hl (rl.21 . • . . - . 0 ')\ . . · • . : . ·: . . · ' . , S ,. , 

, 'f-~-~~r~-~--~~_;,__ __ .;.,_.:..,,..._7~.,...,....,_---·-~·--':,..,;.;.~,~~---~·..;.-r,-..~----c--:-::----:~----·-~-...:.,.:_ _____ ~ ____ : __ ~_..._,.._,,,-~;.il;Mil 
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• STAT~ OF ILLIN,OlS .. . ' 

'{. 

DIVISION OF SUPERVISION -OF PAROLEES . . . . . . . . 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY· · RUSSELL L, HIGGINS, _SV?;:(rm-rrc:w;:,;,;l{T 

· .SOS ARMORY BUl! ... OING_. 

6PRINGl"'IELD, ILLJNOIS 62.700 

'• 

GE:NERAl~ OFFICE, SPRIN·GFIEL.O 
I . 

. Ross v. RANDOJ..PH, Dl!tEC'rOR ., 

I . ,- . 

. Sgt. Burke 

June. 5, 1967 

Fugitive Det~il · . 
·,,St. Louis -Police Departraent 

·_ St,. Louis 1 Missouri . . · · 

Re: John Gnwron, Menard No. 25261 · 
IN CUSTODY ·ST~ · LOUIS POLICE .DEPARTMENT 

Dear Sgt_. Burke: 

•we were notified this dnte by the Illinois State Police 
.that the above ment:tone<l subject wanted by this Division as 
e parole violator~ is being held in your cust_ouy o A phone 
call was placed to Detcctiv~ Nurphy, Fugi.tlve Section~ your 
Department~- who confirmed th:is. 

Attached please find our Parole Violation Warrant to be 
lodged as a dcta5.ner, not, ·to iritcrefore with pending pr◊sccut::i.ori.o 
Please acknowledge receipt of the Warra11t, and keep us advised 
as to th~· dispo,Sition of the · pending charges o 

· RBJ :nis . 
attachir,c~t/ 
c~: Board 

Menard 
File 

Very t_ruly yours, . 

Russell Lo 1Iiggins~ Superintendent 
Division of Supervision .of Parolees 

f/> 

r 

l 
j 
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SEJU3tfsirr i}~J:?'tKf:: .Ff.;'=:j 11 .. lVf. or.·rArL 

.S1r lCU!~\_ fl!.$S~:,u~! F'Gl .. tCE oi:PT.~ 

.,,;.,: 
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,, , -of 
'of 

- ,-as 

2-2/+211 _ 

1S07 Soo 11th.,· St;o 
~1-1.-8-US-IN_E_SSAODRESS 

12. ADDITIONAL DETAILS 

- - Jl 
' ._:.. ... 

Supple.rnerital to the ·above report 1·lhich reflecsts th_e ctg:sesl, · 
captioned subject and the subseouent we.rrant issu2nce :for the C'11arte ~ 
BurglRry & Stea.ling, and also held as .Fugi tj_ve_ Springfield, Illinois, 
?arole Vi'Olator') 

• 

. . 
. i 

. , .. ;.. · A copy of this r.eport, ·with ,-mrrant enclosl.!re> han been for:.:.· 
'· · · · · ' -~,iarded t-o Jf_,.,..._ o R., B:.. Jorin· ,.:on. .AssJ·.-~t::->n"-l, S:u;"'er1· n,G, eno'-::,n·'1.,·. Di~,--_~ s~.L· on o.i.., Su:per--
F, · : i;_: ;ision ;f Parole.es: Sp;i~gficid,. Illinois~ ~tl th referenc;, t~ te1egr~m- .. 
[: directed to this department under the date of Jur.:.G -21, 1967., _ 

i-
~ Please be adtised, relative to the above refe~ence to comm~ 

-... unic&tion, wherein is· stated t;.he above function has requested ,-;ar:rant 
' return for their charge of Parole Vio;Lation, . end that arran.7,ements ·­

·.shall be handled per local Disma$ House, stated telegram attached to 
the original copy of this report~- that the detainer has be~.n cancelled -
this de.te at our lfonicipal jail, previously lodged by .this Depart-· 

. rnento· . . . 

~ No ·Jurther e.ction shall .be taken in this.matter per the above 
-_-:_ , r·equest$ ··by this _departmento · 

cc'.'.'"Assto Super<1 Ho B., Johnson, 
.Div .. Par .. , Sprin

1
r:fie1d, Ill.· 

· (1.·arr~n.,_ enc · · · . ·_.. \ ~ . -L, 0 --

cc-File 

.9-21-67~Cop.i_es F'v-1d. 

i 

· Respectfully,~ _ _ 
. ~~c.. l,X-L<A-L-./4-4-' . . . 

Sgt. Francis Burke DSI-J-294· 
Supero /fu.:;iti ve Section· 

~ 

,· 

,. 

l- _- _ pmc/ 
J' 

I'•. 
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SL 44 .. 775 

With regard to GAWRON's s-,ccomplice, JAMES HENRY 
RAMSEY, as ~eflected in the foregoing reports pertaining to 
the burglary, the following additional information was obtained. 
by SA ALBERT·J. RUSHING from records of the St. Louis Police 
Dept. on 5-14-eS: 

JAMES HENRY RAMSEY, St. Louis Police Dept. #98763, 
FBl #375 271 E, wpo resided at 1805 S. 11th St., listed his 
par~~ts as C. W. and HATTIE RAMSEY, Weiner, Ark. He listed 
his wife as GLORIA J'EAN RAMSEY, 1501:a S. 10th St. His FBI 
identification record and his photograph as contained in the 
police files reflect conclusively that he could not possibly 
be tderitical with subject RAY. (The identification reqord 
for example includes entries- during the period of time subject 
RAY-was in the Missouri State Penitentiary .• ) - RAMSEY is des-
cribed ih - the police records as a white male 1 born I I 
at Grubbs, Ark. , black· or gray hair., brown eyes, sallow c.om­
plexion, s1e·nder build-, ba:rten~ler s,?1tl J.a'r,orer., 

COVER PAGE 5 5 
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SL 44-775 
AJR/ral 

., 

The following investigation was conducted on 
May 23, 1968, by SA ALBERT J. RUSHING: 

Mrs. MARYL. GROSS, Chief Clerk, St. Louis City Jail, 
exhibited to SA ALBERT J. RUSHING a record at that jail reflecting 
the following information: 

JACK E~ GAWRON, 1807 South Eleventh Street 1 age 69, 
a laborer, entered the jail on June 6, 1967, on a charge of·· 
burglary. F,e was released on bond June 22, 1967. He indi­
cated his nearest relative was a daughter, COROL PEPPER. 

coVER PAGE r T 
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F'0·302 (Rev, l•?.lHiO) FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

l - Dot© ____ 6_-_2_1_-_6_8 ___ _ 

JOHN EUGENE GAWRON was interviewed at his residence~ He 
stated he had no additional information to offer in view of 
subject's apprehensione He reiterated he had not seen or been 
contacted by subject since 19590 

He was unable to recall any further information concerning 
the robbery of the 'BANK OF ALTON~ ALTON, ILLINOIS 9 and stated it 
was entirely possible that the person who had contacted him, who 
was known to him as "JIMlVIY, '' might have a different true name, 
as it is common for former convicts to U$e aliases, even among 
friends., 

It was his understanding JERRY RAY had made an 
application for a passport, and that JOHN LARRY RAY was endeavoring 
to sell the GRAPEVINE TAVERN. for enough money to finance a trip to 
England .. 

He stated he would immediately contact this office in the 
event he receives any information deemed by him to be pertinent 
in this caseQ 

COVER PAGE IJ I) 

6-19-68 Stt Louis, Missouri SL: 44-775 
On _______ at _______________ F-ile ti- ___________ _ 

SA WILLIAM Ho WARFIELD :wma 
6-20-68 SA MARVIN R., DORAN 

by -----------------------Date dictated ---------

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusion:s of the FBI, It fa the property of the FBI :and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to._be <lieitrib1.1ted outside your Qgency. 
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SL: 44-775 
AJR:pdp 

On May 28, 1968, SL 120S~C ft1:r.nished the following 
information to SA ALBERT Jo RUSHING: 

Informant was an inmate at the Missouri State 
Penitentiary beginning in October 1964 and he thereby knew 
JAMES EARL RAY casually until RAY 9 s escape in April 1967. 
He occasionally exchanged greetings and a few words with 
RAY on the infrequent occasions when he encountered RAY 
in the penitentiary. Informant and RAY never worked in 
the same area or ::resided in the same hall except for a 
brief period in 1965 when tbey were both assigned to K Hill. 
Informant observed that M.Y was qu~9t and appeared to be a 
i•loner0 who kept to himself~ never ~joking or mixing with 
the other imw.ates. There was :no indication to informant 9 s 
knowledge that RAY was on narcoti.cs or junk. Informant knew 
nothing of RAY~s reading habits although he assumed RAY 
might well have been reading on occasion when RAY was in 
his cell inasmuch as RAY would appear to stay in his cell a 
great deal of the time. Informant heard ()I! one occasion 

. from some inmate that RAY tried to sell ~mphetamine powder 
to some inmate and informant suggested a possibility that 
RAY might have been selling it for BOBBY ASH 9 who was an 
inmate from Kansas City who ·would have been a logical person 
from whom amphetamine powder might have been obtained for 
selling. yrhere was nscuttlebutt" in the peni ten.tiary 
indicating that BOBBY ASH did deal in a:-inphetamine. 

Informant had no specific knowledge of RAY's having 
been in a "loan sharkH business iu the penitentiary although 
many inmates did engage in such activities ~nd RAY might 
have done so. 

It was informantis observation that RAY attended 
to his own business and never appear;;_1d to have tro.uble with 
anyone. lnfornrn.nt gained no indication of hAY 9 s attitude 
with respect to Negroes. 

RAY did not appear to have any close associates but 
pei."sons wqom. informant recalls now having seen in frequent 
conversation wi,th RAY on some occasions were the following: 
RAY CLANTON from Ar-kansas, believed to h~ve been released from 
the Missouri State Penitentiary about July or August 1967, and• 

COVER PAGE V V 
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2 
SL: 44-775 

HERBIE PHELPS, an inmate from Kansas City whom informant 
believes is still an inmate at the Missouri State Penitentiary. 

Informant has not seen nor heard anything of 
RAY since the latter's escape except wh~t informant has 
lea~~ed from public news sources. 

_I! 

' In April 1967 i:nbrmant was the driver of.the prison 
tr.iick in which RAY reportedly escaped from the penitentiary. 
I,:;formant at that time was assigned at Renz Farm (the _number 
t#o honor farm of the penitentiary) and as the driver of the 
:tirison. truck he made. daily tr-ips in the. truck between Renz 
1'arm and the m~in prison halls accompanied by a guard~ The 

)truck was used to obtain supplies, equipment, foo~, and: various 
}other things such as laundry for Renz Farm from both .the main 
f prison and other places in the town of Jefferson City. E.very 
t morning seven days a week informant drove the truck to obtain 
f bread for Renz Farm from the bakery at the main prison. On 

such occasions informaki: as an inmate at the farm·was not 
permitted actually to go behind tb~ priso,ti walls at the main 
prison ,out left th-R truck at the tr1.tck tunnel (entrall~~) and 
the guard then accompanied the truck to the point behind the 
walls where the bread was loaded on the truck. Informant 
understood that the customary procedure was for other.inmates 
so assigned in the bakery to place the bread in a bread box 
which in turn was loaded on the truck. It is informant's 
recollection.that the box being used for the bread in the 
period of RAY's escape was a box about three feet by two and 
one half feet by three and one half feet and the top of the 
box opened on hinges~. The bread, which was already sliced 
but was unwrapped_, was placed in the box in layers which 
were separated by brown wrapping paper. The guard on the 
truck during this period of time was a guard named BURKHARDT 
and he was the guard on the truck at the time RAY reportedly 
escaped. Informant recalls that the day of RAY 9 s reported 
escape was a Sunday. On Sundays the truck made no scheduled 
stops upon _leaving the main prison until it reached Renz 
Farm except for numerous.stop signs and traffic lights. Ori 
arrival at Renz Farm on the day of RAY's reported escape, the 
truck was stopped as was customary after-it entered the entr&nce 
at Renz Farm 

0

in order to make a·delivery of a small amount of 

COVER PAGE WW 
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'S'L: 44-775 

bread to the residence of CARL MILLS'; Superintendent of 
the farm whose residence is inside the gate. Two or three 
wrapped loaves, which were placed at the top of the bread 
box, -were customarily delivered to MILLS' residence. On 
this particular occasion when informant went to the back 
of the truck to get the loaves of bread for delivery to the 
MILLS residence he saw that bread was scattered in the 
truck. Informant called the attention of the guard.B~J{HARDT 
to this situation and when the truck .arrived at its destina­
tion at Renz Farm other guards there were also advised. 

Neither informant nor aryone else so far as he was 
aware realized at first that the condition. of the·breadwas 
an indication that someone had escaped. Upon arrival at 
the destination it was noted that the bread box was not as 
full as usual. A few hours.Jat~r on the same day informant 
heard of a report to the effect that RAY had been found 
missing at the penitentiary at ·the time of a head ·count there 
and informant then heard that it was believed RAY had escaped 
in. the bread box in the truck. Iµformav.,.. understood that 
since RAY had on· some previous o~casion hid out at the ·. 
penitentiary prison officials apparently assumed that he 
may have hid out again inside the penitentiary and, therefore; 
'the escape was not immediately reported officially_according · 
to what informant und.erstood. 

Informant expressed the observation that whoever 
loaded the bread box on the truck at the penitentiary must 
have known that RAY was inside the bread box. These persons 
would have been inmates assigned in the bakery but informant 
did not know their identities. Informant understood that 
RAY was assigned in the penitentiary kitchen which adjoins 
the bakery at the penitentiary. ' 

The informant advised that the guard, BURKHARDT, was 
with him and the truck continuously from the time the truck 
left the main prison until it reached Renz Farm.,. Inform.ant 
understood that BURKHARnT was sub~eq~ently reprimanded because 
the possi,bility of escape wa~ ~ot immediately recognized when 
the scattered bread was found in the truck. -

COVER PAGE XX 
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SL: 44 ... 775 

ADMIN!STAAT!VE: 

The ~eco~ds of the Jeffarso~ - Gravois Bank, 
St. Louis, MisSou:rri~ pertairning to a regular checkirrag account of 
JOHN RAY were w..ade available by ri,m,a A0 G. ARB 3 Vice-President, 
of that bank 3 to Sl\.A HOWARD C. EEZ\iDDY 3 5-15-68. 
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SL 44-775 

ADMINISTRATIVE 

Records of the Jefferson-Gravois Bank, concerning the 
closed checking account of JAMES L. OWENS, were made available 
by Tum. A.· Go ARB, Vice-President, to SA (A) HOWARD C. KENNEDY, 
May 16, 19680 
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44-7'15 

ADMINISTRATIVE: 

RE: JERE.Y,RAYNES - ,FATECER 
. . . 

The follow"ing· in:<restig&tion was conducted by SA JAMES A .. 
DU~EY at Canter, Missouri, 5-16-68: -.·. 

_. MRo JOHN' C. RODGER, Cashivsr, Cem1teir State B~111k 9 obtained 
the. fil,m for time: ba:.r.ik '-s b\!1Sik1.ess 9-]_.JJ.-61, i'!:h~t reflects & «Jl'!ierck, 
dated 9~9-~Vi/, p~yaio>~e to J,J"EmtY ~ YimS (Q)~ RA'2'~1E, in -the &IMI\OIU.rmt (!)f 
$1900 drawn on ·t111e Mal!llufactveil"s l8l$l.ll'lllk &llMi' TrtRst Co .. ~ "1:fiL!rIO; signed 
CAROL PEPPER,e~oorsed JE~RY MY.~S wit~ sec@~d ~~do~sem~nt by 
HA.ROLD WALKUP, trustee •. 

MR. RODGER stated that this w~s part of. the payment for 
46 acres foreclosed by the b~nk 9 ~nd sold 9-9-61, at & S~eriff's 
foreclosure sale, SIB:.:ii.d pll"oper11;y Toieilltg pimlr'~lhlased by JP~UY ITUiY~YES $ 
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ADMINISTRATIVE: 

SAFETY DEPOSIT BOX PROJECT 

On June 5, 1968 t MR. ,nLLIAM' E O KENNEDY' Auditor·, 
Manchester Bank, 4015 Clf.o.:t--e:~u, St .. - Louis, Missouri, advised SA 
HAROLD R. DOBSON that, as a matter of self protection, all banks and 
financial --ins ti tut ions · in the Met. area of St. Louis and St. 1,,ouis 
County, Missouri, are participants in a chain pyramid telephone 
call system initiated by him whereby it is possible, within a 
relatively short time, to determine if any named individual has utilized 
the financial or other services of any of such institutions at any · 
specific time .. A check completed on that date, pursu~nt to a · 
request by SA DOBSON made on May 31, 1968, failed to disclose that 
any. individual using subject's name, or any of his aliases known 
to that date, was the record holder of a safety deposit box at 
any of such institutions during the period from April 23 to July ;t.8, 
inclusive, 1967~ 
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ADMINISTRATIVE: 

Re: OBSCENE PEN-PAL CLUB 

The following investigation was conducted by 
SA J. ROBERT MEIGS on June 5,· 1968: 

RON WILLIAMS 
S1• LOUIS, MISSOURI 

Postal Inspector E., c. WENSMAN,· ·Federal Court House, 
St. Louis, Missouri, advised RONALD WILLIAMS (case number 
364-46572-E) does n·ot op~rate a p·en-pal club as such. He said · 
he has written to cJub and possibly to individuals sending 
them his nude phbtographs in effort to get them interested in 
various types of sex parties. He said RONALD WILLIAMS lives 
at 8417 Virginia Avenue, telephone VE2-2697. WENSMAN desires 

. to be informed if .WILLIAMS is .to be interviewed. 

RJS 

Mr. WENSMAN aqvised RJS (case number 364-46385-E) · 
stands for ROBERT .J. SUDOMA, · 3535 Main Street, Apartment C-3 ~ 
He said SUDOMA has been somewhat active since July, 1967, and. 
he specializes in sending out pornagraphic photographs upon 
request. Said .he does not use commercial, mailing lists and 
does not take his. own pictures·. Stated Just getting started ·· 
and is pract;ically unknown. 

WENSMAN p9inted out, however, that SUDOMA is under 
active investigation by his department and does not want 
SUDOMA interviewed as it would jeopardize his ·case. 

COVERPAGE C.C.C... 
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ADMINISTRATIVE 

RE: FORMER NEIGHIBOR ~ LAFAYETTE DILTS 

Mr. FREED FISH, Post~l Clerk (prot:ect identity), 
LaGrange, Missouri~ en May 29, 1968, advised SA JAMES A. · 
DUFFEY there is no record that LAFAYE'ITE DILTS, or MAHALA 
lLA- MARR.are presently or have ever,r:eceivedmail through 
this post office.. . Mr. FISH stated he ·has. lived here for 
24 years, hais . oper.a te.d ~· · and -diOies ·operate·· a· ta ve1:-"n and 
restaurant, has served as City Marshal, but in these @ccu­
pations has never heard of DILTS or LA MA.RR. 
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·ADMINISTRATIVE: 

Re: RAY Associates 

Prison records, U.S. Penitentiary, Leavenworth, 
Kansas,. reflected that subject listed as "friendfe 11 JERRY RYAN, 
Box 113, Lancaster, Missouri", while an inmate there 1955-1958. 

The following investigation was conducte·d1 "bY SA JAMES A. 
DUFFEY: 

Mr. WAYNE BUTTS, Assistant Postmaster (protect identity), 
Lancaster, Missouri, on 5/7 /68, advised he has '·no record or 
recollection of any person named JERRY RYAN, RAYN, or RAYNES 
ever living or receiving mail through this office during the ... 
past twentyfive years. He stated that P.O. Box .113 was rented 
in September, 1953, by Mr. TOM WEBSTER, now deceased, who kept 
it until 1964 when he died. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE: 

• 

J) D o DAILEY~ 

On May 16, 19f;»8, inquiry at th.e Post Office at Pascola, 
Missouri, disclosed tbat MAMIE HOOKER was residing in care of her 
so!ll'l, JAMES HOOKER at Leball'll!O)rrA, Missouri. It was suggested that the 
Uo s. Postmaster at Wardell would have information co~cer~ing addi-
ti(O)!tllal relatives of MAM!~. HOOKER. .,. 

On that same date, DALLAS HICKERSON, U.S. Postmaster, 
Wardell, advised th.at J. c.· HILLIN is the father ot)4AMIE HOOKER. 
J. c. HILLIN, approximately 90 to 95 years of age and who live§. 
near Wardell, was a half-brother to BARNEY DAILEY. He further related 
that J. c. HXLLXN and BARNEY DAILEY w~~e ~ct very close due to 
their differe!ll'lce ill'll their ages.and that J. c. HILLIN is ll'll~W senile 
and almost ~ompletely irrati©~~lG 
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ADMINISTRATIVE: 
RE: - NATHAN- J. MURPHY - FORMER INMATE 

The following investigation was conducted by SA 
CHARLES S. DUKE at St. Louis, Missouri: 

Teletype from Kansas City to the Bureau, May 22, 
1968, indicated that former inmate, NATHAN J. MURPHY, was 
paroled July 28, 1964, from the Missouri State Prison and 
was to reside wj,.th his wife, name not listed, a-t; 2837 Eads 
Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri. 

Several unsuccessful attempts were made· on-May 24, 
1968, to contact the residence at 2836 Eads Avenue. 

On May 27, 1968, CHARLES MOSS, mail carrier for 
the St. Louis Post Office, Benton Route #427, advised that 
he has been delivering mail for the past 10 years and did not 
recall the name of NATHAN J. MURPHY or Mrs. MURPHY as residing 
at 2836 Eads Avenue. 

MOSS stated that the house was purchased approxi­
mately 8 to 9 months ago by an elderly man and-wife by the 
last name of BOUDOU (phonetic). He said that the house was 
vacant prior to that for approximately 6 to 7 months. MOSS 
said that he did not know the man 9s name but th~ wife 9 s name 
was TRUDY BOUDOU. . 

C:OVER PAGE PG~-
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ADMI-NISTRAT!VE: 

·FELLOW PRISONER - ROBERT LYNN POWELL 

Pursuant to information received from the.Kansas City 
Division that prior to RAY's escape from the Missouri State 
Penitent~ary, he was allegedly urged by inmate, ROBERT·LYNN 
POWELL, to nbeat up,'' a. girlfriend of his named FRANKIE 
BARBARA (phonetic) at Doe Run~ Missouri 1 when he got out, 
the following investigation was conducted by Special Agent 
DOUGLAS ROSENBERGER on May 7, 1968: · 

Contact with the following persons- failed to furt.ti~.r 
identify FRANKIE BARBA~ or indicate that &. persqn by that .name 
is residing or has beeri known to_-reside at Doe Rtihi · Missour·i: ·_ 

Sheriff KEN BUCKLEY,· Farmi·ngton, Missouri-; 

Check of Post Office current Telephone 
Directory for Doe Run 9 Missouri; 

Magistrate Judge FRANCIS RENTFRO, Doe· 
Run, Missouri; 

Corporal WXLLARD PETRUS, Missouri State. 
High1A.•a.y Patrol, Farmington, Miss.ouri . 

. It should be noted that an interview_with-tha father of 
ROBERT LYNN-POWELL set forth in the:body of this report indicates 
that the name FRANKIE BARBAR.A and the address of Doe Ruri, 
Missouri, was used by several.girls, whose identities are 
unknown to him, in corresponding with his son. 

The foregoing was placed in the administrative section 
of the report due-to the Post Office contact. 

P0".\7:EIL is· a prime suspect in the recent robbery -o:E the 
F-A~K OF L'F.ADWOOD, M0 91 ·and intensive effo1 ... ts to locate him are 
reflected in that :f i]ve. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE: 

During the period May 9 - 13, 1968,· all laundry 
and dry cleaning establishments in the Sto Louis City and County 
were mailed a circular re JAMES EARL RAY, including the current 
IO and background information. This mailing list included every 
such business listed :lr, :the cul"rermt issue of SOUTMWES'J::'ERN BE.LL 
fELEPHONE YELLOW PAGES DIRECTORY which would approximate 640 
establishments ~ 
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Copy to: 

Report of: 
Date: 

• 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

SA HAROLD Ra DOBSON 
June .. 25, 1968 

Office: STo LOUIS 

Field Office File No.: · SL: 44-775 Bureau File No.: 44-38861 

Title: 

Character: 

JAMES EARL RAY; 
DR. MARTIN LUTJ!IER K!NGlJ JR .... 
VICTIM 

CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY; 
UNLAWFUL FLIGHT TO AVOID CONFIN.EMENT - ROBBERY 

Synopsis: RAY ~nk.)Q.OWD to St o Louis• Bart~nq.~rs f Union,. and did not ·-
seek employment as b~,rtell'.1\der at country ·c1~ps, st:. L~uis or. ·st. :-Louis 
Co.; Mo. · MSP iin1111ate JAMJE;S D 0 WALLACE ~ll<eged.-~e. &n«f wi-f.e observed 
subject and JAMES LOAMA OWENS. at ·entrance ol·jeffers~n-Gravois Bank, 
SLMO, Summer, ·1961~ OWENS c;l.aimed -he :fl~\S a~on~·-Gnly t:i,~e-·he·met 
WALLACE at that loc~tion 19650 MRS. WALLACE '.una.bJ.e,..t0 recall ' 
incident~ Barak has no record. of any ,.bu~finesi:f ·with. -RAY oif .. OWENS; - . 

. 1967 o Former inmate JAM.Es· 'Ho CARPENTER. a.l.leged ·he: observ¢d subject· 
three ·tiines.Jbetween 5/1<>' and 17/67, -illl 1800--block 0f ,South 11th St., 
SLMO; that subject borrowed $10 and indicat?d t~ ,d~sired ~un. 
Neighbqrhood negative this .area., Former inmate .,JOHN -PAUL VElANTI 
alleg~p ,former inmate. R~SELL P,~ B.'RA-N- tol9,. ,himl. ~e had observed 
RAY briefly in 1800-; block :of, Miss. Ave~,· SLMO, twp we<;1~s following 
MSP escapeo . Bro\~N ·deni.ed~ . No• 1800 ,bloijk of ~iss. Neigµborhood . 
surrounding area unproduc;tive. SLI>.D Field Interrogation ',lteports of j-

individ~a.1s questioned, but not arrested in -above areas· ·for 1967, ,. 
negat;i.ve a.s to persons of RA-Y's .name .. and·· aliases. No .unidentif·ied --l 

cadavers, st·o :Lou;i.s - St-~ r"Louis- Co~·,: Me~, .-4-4,4>8,-/~o"da.te. · RAY ,'1 
u~know:p to sa:1va~ion· ;A-r:my :and_ othet_.cJi~I"i~ab~e ty~e missions.· .JAMES. -:·.-~ 
l)~VID DAILEY· d~n1.ed ~<?qua1ntance .. or ,a~~,oc1.ati(!>n. wi:th RAt: o .• Inte~views--\j 
with fellow prisoners set out o Relatives JERRY RA.YNES, CAROL PEPPER ... ·i 
and fOHN LARRY RAY repeatedly denie~ contact with· AAY or knowledge ··• 1 
of h:is whereabouts subsequent to MSP escape. A'RMED' .mm DANGEROUSo ·,;r1 

'• -~-1 
p 

This doc~ent conte.!ns · neither recommendat!on11 nor COllcluslo1111 of the FBI. It la the property of the FBI aud ls loaued to YoU1' qenoy; it and 
lta content.a are not to be dietributed outside :vour aaenc:v, · · ' 
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CBB:klr 

The following investigation was conducted by Special 
Agent CLETIS B. BIDEWELL, at St. Louis, Missouri, on May 22, 1968: 

ROBERT ODELL BROWN, 9030 Eager Road, Brentwood, Missouri, 
Apartment lC, advised upon interview tllat he has been teaching 
commercial subjects in the Parkw~y High School District for the 
past eleven years. He went to grade school in Ewing, Missouri, 
and his picture recently appeared on the front page of Life 
magazine ir.i. a group photog~aph, along with subject .JAMES EA'RL 
RAY and ether members of the Ewing grade school. 

A letter written by BROWN appears in the current issue 
of ~}fe magazine on the page reserved for letters to the editor. 

According to BROWN, this letter has been edited to 
the extent that it is hardly recogniza61e from the letter he 
actually srel'tt to Life magazine. He stated his reason for 
wrtting this lett~o Life magazine was to register a protest 
with the :magazine :i.n connection with the story +hey ran about 
subject RAY in a recen.t issue in which he was descr:i.bed as a 
nmean kidn and a Hbully-. "· 

BROWN, after graduating from high school at Ewing, 
Missouri, in 1946, attended the Gym City Business College at 
Quincy, Illinois; the St~te college at Kirksville, Missouri; 
and the University of Wyoming. He does not recall having seen 
sub,ject RAY since their grade school days at Ewing and has no 
information whatever as to where subject might be at the present 
time.. · 

Mr. BROWN advised.that in the event he receives any 
information in the future concerning the possible whereabouts 
of the subject as .a result of his letter to Life magazine or 
anyother reason, he will imraediately furnish"'sime to the 
St. Louis FBI Office. 
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· RE: FORMER NElGHBOR: LA.FAYETTE DILTS 

Information was reqeived from the:Springfield Division 
that one LAFAYETTE DILTS, ;form~:r. b<;>otlegger, had formerly r~sided 
in the same neighborho9d as s"1,bject•s family in Quin.cy, Jllinois, 
during the 1940's. It was believed DILTS currently resides at 
La.Grange, Missouri,; 

The following investigation was oo~ducted by_ SA J.APS 
A. DUFFEY: . 

The fol.lowing persons, all lorig,;.tiine residents of the­
village of LaGrange, Misso~ri, were cont~cted in an ef·fo:rt t,o 
locate LAFAYETTE DILTS, formerly of· Quin,~y; Illi:nois,~and'his 
girlfriend, MAHALA LA MARR, but none l>,ad ever heard of ei t·her: 

. ·- . - ·. . - - ' - , ~-~~1~ -

Mrs. AµALINE MAIERS, Cashier, LaGrange13tatb Bank, 
May 29, 1968; -- . - - · . : ... '·? 

. ~. -

Mr~ GEORGE ~I CUI~, RiGh.ie (;a:1:ag~, May 29 -~ l968; 

-Mr o · CHARLE~ BROWER, Commercial Fisherman, . M3Y 
~9, 1968. . - - - - .--,::z 

Mr. BERT SMITH, Commerci?-1 Fi1:;1.herman, ·6n: Mi} 29, 1968, 
advised that LA.FAYETTE DILTS llas n,ever lived in La.Grll._nge, Missou:ri, · 
He stated that he kµew DXLTS as a commet¢ial tisherman several 
year~ ago,. and his last account of him was that lie li·½ed in 
Quincy, .Illinois. He adv~sed tb.at .DEWEY LOCK, a. commercial _ 
fisherman who lives in Qutricy, Illinois, will know DILTS' where­
abouts. He state~ LOCK can be located, anq probably DILTS also, 
by contacting YANCEY's fISH MARKET at t~e foot ot BrQadway in 
Quincy, Illinois. 
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. JAD/ral 

Re: RAY Associates 

• 

Prison records, v. S. Penitentfary, Leave~worth, 
Kansas, reflected that subject listed as "friend" "J~:aRY RYAN, 
Box 113, Lancaster, Missou~i", while an inmate there 1955-1958. 

The following investigat:i,.on w~s conducted by SA ;JAM;ES A. 
DUFFEY: 

On May 7,· 1968, Mr. THOMAS MITC~LL, Cash:i,er, Bank 
of Lancaster, Mr. &RRY MELVIN, President; Bank of Lancaster, 
Judge WALTER HIGBEE, Mrs. FLORA REDMAN, County Clerk, who main­
tains the pe~manent Voters Registration for Schuyler County, 
Mrs. MARSHA ~UDD, Clerk of Magistr~te Court, and Sheriff GLEN 
LEFLER, Sheriff's Office, all Lancaster, M~ssouri, and life 
residents, each checked his records and advised there is no 
record of any JERRY RYAN, JERRY RAYN, or JERRY RAYNES. None 
could recall any such person as ev~r living here. Mrs. TOM 
WEBSTER stated she knew no such pers~n. ·· 

On May 8, 1968, Mrs. GEpRGIA WILSON, Managerf Adair 
County Cl".edit i3ureau, Kirksville,Missouri, whicll.also.covers 
Schuyler County, advised there is no record for any JERRY RAYN, 
RAYN? or RAYNES. . 

q 
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RE: RAY EMPLOYMENT 

AT ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI: 
I 

• ' ~6 -

On May- 16, 1968, Mrs. NANCEE TROXEL, Office Clerk, 
Local #51, Bartenders Union, 3630 Grandel Square~ St. Louis, 
Missouri, advised SA CLETIS B. BIDEWELL after checking her 
records that they contained no information concerning subject 
JAMES EARL RAY under his true name or any,of·his known aliases. 

MRSo TROXEL'advised Local# 51 is the only Bartenders 
Ulli~n i~ the St. Louis - St. Louis County_area, and cove~s 
bartenders at c~untry clubs in that area. 

/0 
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COUNTRY CLUB PROJECT 

Due to the possibility that subj~ct c~uld have inquired of 
country clubs concerning employment as a bartender, the following 
country clubs in St. Louis and St. Louis County, Missouri, were 
c~ntacted on dates indicates, with the r~su~t that no one perso~ 
of subject's appeara~ce was found to have sought sµch employm~nt 
personally and no person of subjectts name or aliases was found to 
have inquired or applied by mail: 

CLUlB ADDREss· -
BATH A~m TENNIS CLUB 1600 Log Cabin Lane 
Ao BRUCE CORNELL - Manager . 

BELLEFONTAINE COUNTRY 900 Fry 
CLUB, Co E • FREDERICKS ~ 
MaID1age:ir 

BELLERIVE COUNTRY CLUB 12925 Ladue Road 
MJJ:CHJiEL DREAS - lV'i.ana~er 

OOGEY FOLF CLUB 9266 Clayto~ Road 
S'l.1ANL.EY COULTER - owner 

CRYSTAL LAKE com'l'TRY CLUB 2224 Bopp ~oad 
VID ESSEN - Owner 

DATE AGENT 

5-21~68 JAMES To D:EA~BORN 

19 

" 

;;-2l-68 " 

5-21-68 n 

DEER CREEK CLUB -9861 Deer Creek Hill 5-~1""68 - AUN E. MCELWAIN 
JACK BURROUGF..S - Manager 

FOREST HILJS COUNTRY CLUB Clayton and Clarkson 5-21-68 ALAN Eo MCELWAlN 
R..L\. Y KARR - Manager 

GL~N ECHO COUNTRY CLUB Lucas and Hunt Road 
MIKEY BIERMANN -
Office Manager 

II 

5-21-68 " " 
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GREENBRIAR HILLS COUNTRY 
CLUB, J. H. DIEKROEG)t,,;R -
Manager 

12665 Big Bend 
-,, 

~- 5.;..21-6·8 ALJ\-N. :E.. MCELWAIN 
\. 

HILLCREST COUNTRY CLUB 8100 Fine 
JOSEPH W,. SMITH - Manager 

5-21-68 · " II 

LOG CABIN CLUB 9456 Clayton Road 5-21-68 JOHN Q. TRETHWAY 
.J" ._ V. TAYLOR - owner 

MF~~DOWBROOK COUNTRY CLUB CLAYTON ~~d Ke~rs Mill 
HELEN WALLERS'liJ!l:JCM - Road - 5-21-68 9' 

Secret.Bl,x•y· 

NOH'tWOOD HILLS COUNTEY CLUB 5500 ~UC?,S and Runt 5-21-68 n 
DORIS SCHAEFER - Secretary 

OLD WARSON COUNTRY ciuB 9841 Old Warson 
ELLEN CAPRA - Secretary 

STa !DUIS COUNTRY CLUB 400 Barnes Road 
TB'.OMAS PiACKE'rT - rP,anager -

Tt 

H 

S lftiJSET COUNTRY CLUB 
JAMES ELDON - Manager 

9555 Geyer 5-21-68 LAWRENCE BD CU~TIN 

11.!UPPLE A OOW AND Forest Park 5-21-68 n 
'rEl\l'"))JXS CLUB 
ERNES.T SCfTI'lARTZ - Secretary.·., 

WESTOOROUGH COWTRY ·cLUB 631 South Berry Road 5-21-68 " 
MAJ:?..!E CAN'FOr~Y - Secretary 

WESTWOOD COUJ\ll!'RY <CLUB 
CARLO HADDE - Manager. 

- 11801 Conway Road 5-21-68 n 
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II 0 ALLEGED APPEARANCES IN ST. LOUIS, 

MISSOURI, SUBSEQUENT TO MISSOlfR.I 

STATE PEN-lTENTIARY ESCAPE. 

/3 
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1 RE: FELLOW PRISONER: JAMES L O OWE:MS 
'S'L : 44-17 5 
DRS:raj'b 

The following investigation was conducted by SA DEAN R. 
SHUMWAY: 

, l 

AT ST~ .LOUIS, ,!fCSSO~! 

On May 14, 1968, ··t.h~ Kansas City .Division advisEHl that-. 
a review of :Missouri St~tra Prison. records r$f1ected OW'~.N S~ was. 
employed as a boiler nuikei" for the·· Co-n!bu.stion Engi.ll'l\eeri_il'iig Company 
in 1941. · 

. On }s!ay 15, 1938, Mr. R0.lt3ERT E.~ ~Cli!LOEMAN, Persom1el 
Directoi:,., .... Combu.stioim Elllgin.eer~ng Company, 53l9 Shreve ,.t.tven:ue 1 
St. Lc-,uiii, Missouri, ad·qised that l1.is compe,ny has no record of 
JAMES OWENS'empl9~e~t, but he persorn~lly recalls OWENS was 
employed there approxim~tely twe~ty years 2go. He explai~ed 
that C@mbu.stto~ Eng~~~®rilliig has bee~ s~~jected to a r~coTds 
ret~1.mt:io1tn . evalua.tionr1, :&fil\d as a r.esnlll t p~r~@mi.IDlel records are now 
m(aimitaiimed for only tefil\ ye~rs. .. 

' ·-v .•. 

. OWENS., was a fair el\tployee, . a good worker, but 'Was 
ultimately discharged f@~ raffling.off sto\e~ guns ~n cQmpany 
pr<0>~ierty. · SCHI.iJJDA11 advis~d. that OWENS had .. been auspecte4 of . 
the activity fol" some time before fi.rmally discharged upon, beihg 
c~ught in. the shop with a loaded rifle.. SCl!ILOEMAN advised he 
has ira<r» k)mOWledge of any_ associate.s · 9Jf OWE!~S still 1J11or~ing at the 
plant but 'that o~e GEORGE· SPINK would-be able to advise.if any 
.of OWENS' frieinds·, still: remained. . . . 

'on - May. - -15, . 1968, Mr O GEORGE SPINK, 846. Ne~port; Stre,et, 
St. LOUllis, Missouri, adidsed he _kn.ew JAMES OWENS at the Combustion 
Emigi1meering plant .nearly 20 ~rears ago but has not heard o·f him 
since OWENS was fired for raffling stolen guns •. SPINK advised 
he kfill.lD>WS of IDlO one who is an as·sociate or. friend of .. OWENS at the 
plan.t, and has no idea o~ who.else might know OWENS"..'or where ·he 
is at. · . ~-I 
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RE : FELLOW PRISONER JAMES LOAMA OWENS 

The following investigation was conducted by SA DOUGLAS 
ROSENBERGER; May 15, 1968: 

~T ELVINS. MISSOURI 

IDA OWENS stated her son is currently,employed as a 
salesman at the Chevrolet Agency, Crystal City, Missouri. She 
stated she couid furnish no information concerning JAMES EARL 
RAY or his possible current whereabouts. 

15 
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FD-302 (Rev, 1-25-60) 

1 Date __ M_a..:..y_l_7~1_1....,9_6_8 __ _ 

JAMES LOAMA OWENS, Rural Route Number 3, Sunrise 
Lake, DeSoto, Missouri, (Jefferson County), telephone number -
Justice 6-2044, who stated he is currently employed as.an 
automobile salesman by the Arnold Chevrolet Company, Crystal 
City~ Missouri., furnished the_ following information: 

In 1959 OWENS., while on parole from the Illinois 
.State Penitentiary at Menard, Illinois, on a conviction.for 
robbery, was residing at the St. Louis Rescue Mission located 
at approximately 4200 Olive Street, St. Louis, Missouri, 
which was a sort of 0 half-way" house where ex-convicts and 
parolees resided. It was at that Mission in 1959 that OWENS 
first met and became acquainted with JAMES EARL RAYo OWENS 
recalls that HBLACKIEH_ AUSTIN, who was also on parole out of 
Menard., was also residing at the same Mission in St. Louis · 
at that time and brought RAY around to the Mission as a friend 
and it was as a result of ·this that OWENS became acquainted with 
RAY. 

OWENS, as one of the conditions of his par9le-, was 
employed at that time at the St .. Louis Rescue Mission~ as~ 
barber. 

After OWENS became acquainted with RAY~ he learned 
that RAY's mother and grandmother were then operating a rooming 
house on Hickory Street near Mississippi Avenue in st .. Louis 
and OWENS assumed that RAY was living with the mother and 
grandmother· there, althougli he did not have specific informati'on 
in that regard. OWENS does recall on one or two occasions he 

oocompanied RAY to the rooming-~ouse operated by the mother and· 
grandmother. •. · · 

On 

by 

OWENS has always liked RAY, c:haracterizing him as 
a quiet fellow, who never pried or bragged"· He was a thinker·· 
and a readero He read a wide va~iety of things and OWENS 
does not recall that he had a~y special interest in any 
particular subject or topic of reading material. RAY also 
liked automobiles and liked guns. The type of'guns ~hich RAY 
apparently liked and the only type of guns OWENS knew of him 
to have were pistols and handgun$, not rifles or.shotguns. 

/& 

5/16/68 
at 

Jefferson County, MissouJ?fie fl. SL: 44-775 

,SA ALBERT J. RUSHING AJR:jfb 5/16/68 
SA ROBERT L~ BENDER. Date dictated 

This documen·t contains ne.ither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI :and is loaned to 
your agency; ii and its contents are not to. be dislributed outside your agency. 

. i 
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OWENS learned that.RAY w~s an excellent shot and 
that RAY sometimes went to secluded spots for target shootingo 
OWENS once went with RAY somewhe~e in llliuois for target 

SlOoting, at which time RAY had with him two .38 caliber 
pistals. OWENS shot with RAY on this occasion and observed 
that RAY was extremely expert· and could shoot at a can. 
~rmd keep it bouncing by filt'ing at it a!llvd hi ttin.g it repeate~ly 
before it stopped ~©lli~g. 

Jtn a,ssoc:ll.,1r.tt:il.1t:nU1 with RAY i:ini. 1959 OWENS learned that· · , 
RAY was a moderate drinke~, wh~ did not d~irnk beer and whose 
favor.ite·drink appeared to be Bourbon highballso OWENS knows of 
no particular tavern where F.A'f frequented. but observed 1:hat 
ijl4Jf usually drank at ta.velflii!S in the viciIDlity of Sarah_ ~nd 
Olive St~eet i~·st. L@uig~ which wa~ in the vicinity of the 
Ydi~lfli«Hh wh-ere «::W!:ENS U~tll~,l:lly saw EA'ff whl~llli tlm@ 11.&i.t-Jieir came by . 
the Mission. 

OWENS observed that RAY -had no employment during: -
this time but was obviou~ly a profe®sional thief w~o 
apparently pull~d.~ainly ~obbe~ies and o©c~sio~ally some 
mirglaries. 

OWENS charactelrizes RA 'l a.s a np:fi.Sit.((!ll m&:1.lffi. oi RA "if 
was defini t.a].y a 0'1oner. oe-

Jin cir,mversatioims, ·owENS learned from RAY that RAY 
had served a Federal sentence follrowiimg a theft of money orders 
,wi tn another man and it a.ppea!"ed from comments made by ·RAY : 
that· he mistrusted other peio,ple and would not go oID. jobs with 
anot he.lr' person .. 

·MY impressed OWENS as having sympathy for common 
people and for the VJmrking man and R..4.Y expressed a philosophy( 
that he would only hit places @f .busins~ses such as would 
probably be cover@d by insuranceo 

17 
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On tw~ or three occasions RAY came to the Mission 
with an older man, about sixty years of age, whose first name 
was JACK and whose surname was something like GOAN (phonetic). 
OWENS learned that this man JAGK was on parote out of Menard 
and was con~idered by RAY as an old friend. OWENS cut this 
old man's hair once or twice at the Mission. He gained the 
impression that this old man, JACK, was an old professional 
bu1r-gla:rr a!!td that he was v'kinky 99 (still pulling burgl,~ries) 
even tncen .. OWENS has nro definite il!ilformat.ion as to whether 
RAY and JACK ever went on any jqbs togethe~ but observed 
that thi$y weJre obviously very friendly., 

During this period in 1959 RAY always appeared to 
have mcmey and to be "well~heeled," .although he neve~-workede 
It wa~ obviious to OWENS that RAY-was obtaining his moimey froiit. 
!'©bberie1~ and burglaries e RAY was thrifty and appeared to save his 
m©:~u~~·.. (}n ©ne OCC$1.S1.@n, at RAY'i,s lt"ecruest, OWENS ioi.Jl"<OV@ RAY to 
fj, bank in St o 1.C"iuis located! on. South .Bl'.Qadway near the Anh.euse:rr­
Bu~~h JBrewery a.ind RA'f told OWENS on th:is -occasion that he 
lb&b,:cl ~rs account at that bank. OWENS waited j.n the car -outside 
while RA:t went in the bank and RA"it' th.en returned! to the car 
and sh©wed OWENS $1,0oo.oo worth of Travelers Checks, which 
OWENB understood h~d been purchased by RAY in the banko 
OWENS did n~t positively k~ow whethe~ RAY had taken ~ash i~to 
the bank t© pu~chase thest Travelers Checks or bad withdrawn 
the necessary :funds for the pux-chase fx-om_the account which 
RAY said hs had iri the $&me bank. :RAY told OWENS that he had 
pu~chased these Tr~velers Checks fo~ the purpose of taking 
a trip to Canada$ 

Xt was about a month later.when OWENS next saw· F..AY, 
at which. time RAY said ~e had been to Can~da,. RAY did not at 
~~, time explain to OWENS why he had gone to Canada. This 
wr1s cht:r.r~cteristic of RAY, howe_ver, who we.a always extremely 
c1,)sed-mcuth and did not· generally exp:J.airoi. his activities to 
:a;:i.yone. 

'With regard. to the poss i bi l i.t y : of . a!lly (O)t he:r money that 
RAY m:igh't have h~d ill a bank, OWENS. has _ some vague 1.t"ecollsctioira 
i~ the b~ck of his mind that RAY might have at some time 
m$nt:f~(!)lll!e-d having m.oney :!i.n a bank other· th.a.mi.· the one l"efer:rr-ed to 
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above 1 but OWENS can recall no specific information in this 
regard., 

OWENS can recall only one additional associate or 
acquaintance of RAY during the 1959 period an~ that person was 
"BLACKIE 91 DE CORE, who was from Chicago and who was a gambler 
and former professional prize fighter., DE CORE was then about 
forty yea~s of age and was. on a life parole out of Menard and was 
staying at the Sto Louis Res~ue Mission at the time. DE CORE 
did not appear to be nearly as close or as friendly wtth RAY 
as d:iid 99 BLA:CJiC[Ev' Au"STXN and the old man named JACK. 

RAY did not gamble and did not fool with narcotics 
or njunkH of any kind. He seemed to have the attitude regarding 
women that they were something to use and forget. Actually 
he appeared to prefer a girl who was a.-Hbumu and was not known 
to have had any girlfriend as such o~ any continuing association 
with any girl or woman. 

On the one or two occasions when OWENS was at the 
rooming house on Hickory Street operated by RA.Y's mother and 
grandmother, OWENS also learned that RAY had a young kid 
brrotherr named \>'BUZZY, v, who resided with the mother and grandmother .. 
OWENS has neve~ known or heard specifically of any other 
rel~tives of RAY. 

RAY always appeared absolutely to have no dislike 
for Negroes. On the cQntrary, he always seemed to take a 
man for what he was, regardless of color. I~ OWENS'opinion, 
if RAY killed MARTIN LUTHER KING, as ~lleged, he did not do, 
so out of any kifild of racial hatred a~d such an act in OWENSt 
opinion would have had to be for money. · 

During the period of their as$oc!ation in 1959 RAY 
used various names, always with the first name JXM. The only 
tm.0ae surnames which OWENS can recall as having been used, by 
RAY were the names Q'~QNN;QR, RYAN and 1%f,.,, When OWENS initially 
b-&came acquainted with RAY at the St. Lo~is Rescue Mission 
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RAY was using the name JIM O'CONNORo The name ERIC STAR.VO GALT 
is (.1t,mp,ietely unknown to OWENS· and he· has no i,dea where RAY 
might have obtained or thought of such a nameo 

Regarding the robbe~y of the Kroger Store in St.· 
Louis by. OWENS -and RAY in 1959, OWENij furnished the follo~1ing 
information: -

Contra~y to what·OWENS regards ms R.A~'s u~ual 
c.h9,ra~teristic. o·f carefully planning anything he did, the 
r~bbery of the Kroger Store was a stupid job which occurred 
0 at the :ta.:il-=end of a drunk." Although R..AY did not normally 
drink to excess at all, .RAY and OWENS o~ this occasion had 
been drunk and were still under the effects of that when 
the robbery was pulled, ·and it was merely an effort to get 
addi tion~d monM:iy to cQntinue their drinking. RAY informed 
OWENS tha:t someoody had spotted this suprermark~t which sh9ul<Jl 
be good for several thousand dollars. RAY had already c~sed 
it. RA'f,.had with him the same.two .. 38 caliber guns which· 
OWENS aX!ld RAY liad previously us~d- in target shooi_ing and RAY 
furll'l!ished one of these ~uns to OWENS for this . robbery.. ·: ·· 

RAY had stolen an old Ford aut~mobile which was 
their :first get-away ·car and they then switched t,cr OWENS'. automobile, 
at whi~h time S\Dme witness apparently <0btaixM:~d the 'license ·nur«ber 
on OWl.'!:NS' car~ . ,PWENS and RAY, immediately following the '.robbex•y, 
went to a rooming house on Park Avenue nea~ Mississippi Avenue 
in St,. Louis where RAY then had a room. · 'l'h,ey went to RAY's 
room a.ind a: f·ew minutes later, when OWENS: came out to his car, 
he fou~'ld t't,e ca:rr surl.t·ounded with police who ru.--rested. OWENS .. 

The police then,went i~to the .hous~ and arrested RAY. 
al~o.. NeitheE" :RAY :nor OWENS were ev·er< released on bond follow­
ing th~.ir ~rrest. OWENS. entered a plea: of g,i:il ty to the robbery 
cha~ge ~nd received .a sentence of seven, years. RAY, however, 
insisted on going to trial and wa~ sentenced to tw~nty years. 
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OWF..NS 1 afte~ hi~ plea of guilty, p~e~eded RAY to 
th•e Penitentia!"y at Jeffezison City, Missouri, and ha.d already 
beBn the:ire several months when RAY arrived to serve the 
twenty-year sentence. 

OWENS was ireleased from the Misso~ri State Pejmitentiary 
in 1963 upon completiron of hd.s senteince :armd was :ilmme<d!iately 
thea:e~fte.\r' 1~eturned to the Illinois State Peimitermtiary at 
Mc~;.1.E'd &s a Parole Violator on the X'Obbenry ~oJ.mvictiain.. OWENS 
0~1ed twen.ty=th:iree mont~ (!)!i\ that p&lr@le vi@la.tion~ He completed 
all of that term a1Mi r.eceived his outright D-"\Slease in May, 
1965, t~om Mena~d. 

OWENS thereafter ~etu~ned to St .. Loui~ and was 
. bl"iefly empl@yed a~ a FulJLe1r Brush Salesman :irm St.. Louis, 

ioJU.(\1;1:\'iing whticbl h® wms emwl@yed iU'@m Octt◊.ibelt'; 1965, t:o Febll."U&!fy, 
19$6 j as a maimitenaiice man at Waishimigt~lffi 0:m:!veJrsity i;n St. 
Lo\1:iS., J!n Fe bJrua&."y, 1!966, OWENS wermt to Call if©rtnivai., Whie.ll"e hl:i 
~~side~ with his ruother and brother and h~ was employed there 
with Whit@ He~t Company, 2508 Randolph Street, Hurrtington:.Pax'lt, 
Ca:itif@t"nia, f©r abou:t te:n r,m<01Dl.ths as a maintemtaroi.ce man.. He 
vnJB then employe©1 by the W,, W. Henry .Compainy, Beclk~tt ~t:reet, 
HurRtingtoD. .P~irk, Cai:tf©jj;>nia 1 until he retuirl!1edl to St .. Louis 1 

Mis~1ouJt:iL, illl Decemhf~:t' 1 196\~.. · 

Upon hi§ ~etu~n to St. Louis i~ Decemb~r, 1966g OWENS 
t@ok a vac~tion for about a month and .wa~ in L~s Vegas·and . 
P .. riZOKUl during that timeo He was theieafter employed by the 
Lindell Plaz8.. Hotel, st~-Louis, as a ~?;;~i;e:nance man .. The:reafter, 
he was employed as the chief engineer ~t'. ~he Liggett and Meyers 
Tobacco Company in Sto Louis until he began his present 
employm~~t, about five w®eks ago, as an automobile salesman with 
the Arnold Chevl"@let Company, C:!fysta.l City, Missoull."i., · 

OWENS has resided at his present a.ddl!"ess in Jeffex-son 
Co,ui!.!ty, Mi$Souri, ffsiRM:e July 23, 1967., llis l&st plC'evious addK'ess 
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was the Missouri Apartments, Delmar Avenue, Sto Louis,· Missouri, 
acres$ tlie street from St. Luke's Hospital, where he lived for 
about five months u~til he moved to his present address. 

While in th® Missouri Stat~ Penitentiary, OWENS and 
P..AY ~·eire nerver assigned. in the same residence hall, nor were 
they assigned in the same working area at any time. OWENS 
worked the entiX"e time in the· plumbing shop in the Pe!'O.litenti~ry. 
MY worked in the prison cleaning shop and in the bakery du~ing 
the time OWENS wa~ i:n the Peniteimti~E'Yo However, OWENS did 
see RAY from time totim.e ou:tside on the Penitentiary yard ar.d. 
occasionally, ·t~lked to RAY there. 

There has never been any animosity of any kinct'between· 
OWE.NS and F..AY and the latter has never indicated any .. resentment 
or any cau~e of resentment toward OWENS in connection-ath the 
IDX'~g~r St©~e r@bb~~Y ©r fo~ any other reasono RAY has ~lways 
appe~~@d t@ b~ e~ti~~ly friendlJ t@w~~~ OWENS a~d ha~ ~ever 
indi~ated in aimy way that he falt OWENS did anything wr@ng il!ll 
c@IDJne(:rti'©n ~:r:f!. th the r.o«ibbery or · ~t the ·U.:m~ of their arreist in. 
St. L,ouis., 

While in the Missouri State PaMitentiary; OWENS b~c~me 
awa.z,e that RAY was appa.r~ntly deaJLiimg iJIL pills, such a.s ·. 
Ben.~edll't'iine ~n<dl amphetm~i!tM~ , ... which RAY wa~ in ~omi:e . m1a1.nm1er c»b0 

t~imi.in.g out5iide th.a· Peni tent.~~.ry aimd w~~ s~lling t<0> . :bnnates 
in °Uil~ Pend.tenrti,ary. OWENS· o~rr.as:ii.om.ally saw exchange of . 
mcn.ey to UY from ()t~~lr' imn.ates e. OVJF;NS ne,e~· knew the manner 

· · 1n which tl1,~se pi.Ji.ls :were being conveyed. t~. F.A'f in the· · 
_ penitentia.ry but· was aJ,v~re;'that this typ~ e:»f pt-actioe was being 
. carried on by oth~r .. pt"-iS(')riers· in addition to_ MY and that 

there were via,riou,sr -:iean.s wherein such ·item...s could be. brought 
into. ',the penitentiary_.,. It has been OWENS'· geperal underst·anding 
f.oi:'.~example that sometimes guards have beelll 11ised to bring in 
such items~· as well.as relatives of th® inmates on the bcca.sions 
of ·:·,.thei.r visits, or such items h~,ve · been brought in by . , _ 
pri$«:.n1ei-s who work ((}n th% H©iDor Fal"m ~nd who are n«>t caref-ulty 
~t~~1 .. cb.@d wheim lt"etuurra:ed ii1M1ide the w~:u.s. · 
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OWENS did not acquire any knowledge as to how much 
money RAY made in this practice but would estimate tha.t he 
might earn as much as $500.00 or $1,000.00 in the course· 
of a year or two. OWENS does not know how RAY may have gotten 
his money outside the penitentiary but again is aware that. 
there are various means by which inmates have been able to 
accomplish this. 

OWENS also became aware while in the penitentiary 
that RAY was apparently engaged in ma.king small loans to 
inmates. Although RAY himself did not ever comment to OWENS 
concerning this business, OWENS at one time had a cellmate 
who OWENS understood had borrowed money from RAY. OWENS 
understood that it was the general practice for inmates such 
as RAY who made loans to receive repayment at the rate of 
$3e00 for $2oOO. OWENS does not believe on the basis· of his 
gener~l knowledge and information that RAY might have accumulated 
an amoVJlnt such as several thi:ousand dta>llars as a result.'of his 
handling pills and loans in the penitentiary. ·· · 

OWENS was still an inmate in the penitentiary on the 
occasion when RAY, while working in the cleaning plant, attempted 
to escape by putting two old ladders on the wall behind the 
cleaning planto According to what OWENS heard immediately after 
this attempted ®scape, the ladders broke with RAY, as a result 
of which he was inju..~ed, knocked out and discovered by the 
prison guards. 

Subsequent to OWENS ~elease from the penitentiary, he 
heard of the incident in which RAY allegedly hid out for a few 
days inside the penitentiarye OWENS recalls that on one 
occasion., while in the penitentiary, RAY mentioned to him that 
-he was too young to remain in the penitentiary and serve his 
entire sentence and RAY spoke.in general terms of the· 
possibility t.ha.t he might some day attempt to escape~· RAY 
referred to no specific plans in this regard, however. 

During OWENS association with RAY, he learned from RAY 
that prior to OWENS becoming acquainted with RAY in 1959 RAY had 
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made several trips, a,t:par®ntly at le3!.st a doze:m trips 1 to 
Mexico. RAY spoke of having been in wari@~s places and 
the only specific places QWEN':B .c~.rm r.et!:3.atll which were mermtioJm<ed 
by RAY were MexictL City, veza.cru.z, -Acapulco a.n.d Nogales.. RAY­
did not at any time.discuss with OWENS the details of his 
trips to Mexico 1 alth©ugh RAY did menti@n in at l~ast o~e illstance 
that he had go11'!!.e to Mlexic@ toi ~~c@ol @ff o Qo RAY did not dis~uss 
with OWENS the details of his actiwitiue~ in Mexico Oli:" who hte 
knew the~e, b~t did briefly mention on @ne occmsi@~ that one 
time when he was in Mexico City he had become involved in an 
alte!"cation with a man in. an alley, who ca.me &t RAY .with a 
knife, at which time RAY struck the man in the head with a 
pistol and thereafter had to lea~e Mexi~o City. 

OWENS i~ of the belief that RAY ~o@ld not 2peak 
~p~~ishp despite his t~ip~ t@ ~exieoQ li~ th~t ~egardy OWENS 
said he knows a few w@r:dls; of Sp~llli~h. btit RAY did n«:nl:· kin.©w ~ny 
Sgan.ish., t 

OWENS bel}oeves that on the bas:is of RAY'S having made 
trr:il~ to Me:x:i©© irm the past 9 RAY :ind.i.ght h$l.Va ic@rmceivably g©:ine 
to M~xi©oi &ft@l' his es@ap~ :fi.!111. 15-67,; · OWENS has also been £ware 
f~om RAY that th(ji:l l&t'tl;®~ W!§t[S\ ::g;, Ktiil'i t~..rg p©1i©®~~l'!ll il"lt G~l'nil/Z!J.llllf 
while in militaJty gerwi(;e aTod (Ql1ntNS w@uli.d! mssulla1@ th.mt RAY 
··iwigh:tg thelt"®:fo:r:ei, a.ls@ go to Geli"ma~y., 

rnVENS cha:!t"&©te1rizeis AA'f 2s very S\mart, . 2 thinkel' arnd 
~ot a talker., RAY pla~s ~ve~y a~gle bef~~e he ~akes a mc~e. 
OWEN§ feels that upomi. M'if 9

~ having :esc:ape<di fl"©m the p<ernitielllliGiary 
and ~veTh beto:it~ the in:cident intj,ir;lvfvig t!i1<e ki].JLiirllg of MARTlLN 
LUTHER KING 1 lilAY would ll1lOt be ®:!iKp:sicted t((Ji be in CM>imta«:rt wit in 
1.~ela:tiv-es or previ@utS acquaintan:zes ~t. $tIDlY tin1e tafte!" the 
escape$ 

. OWENS f6l t·, h©wewez, 1 j).Jlll·•,the event liAY had -18!,lll outside 
~ont~ct who was assi~tiTog him in his illi~it t~affi©· ~ithirn 
th@! pem.i temit:lia!'y and Wffh(!) mf~gb.t @we ~iL th®lf r~@u®:J' coli" &.. fawol" to 
RAY in c@~~@©tion with thi~ ~~si~®$$ 1 -EA~ might quite logically 
~@~ta~t this pa~ty &fte~ hi~ es©~peo 
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With regard to the old man named JACK, who was 
f~iendly with RAY in 1959, as previously referred to, OWENS 
has never seen pr heard of that man again since 1959 with 
the exception that OWENS ~id hear somewhere afterward that JACK 
had gone back to Menard as a Parole Violator. 

OWENS has had checking accounts at the following 
banks in Sto Louis, since his release f~om the.Illinois 
State Penitentiary at Menard, in May~ 1965: 

The J'e.ffersonouGravois Qa~k, where OWENS opened 
a checking account in 1965, which was closed 
in about February, 1966, when OWENS weri:t to 
California; 

Ths Manchester Bank, where OWENS opened_ ari' 
account in January, 1967, and where there 
is still a balance in the accQunt of about 
$3~00 or $4.00, the account having,beeri 
inactive in recent months. .,, ;, ·· 

Since October, 1961, OWENS has had a checking account at 
the American Bank, DeSoto, Missouri, where he curren!1Y has an 
acrc.ouimt. 

Except for the above, OWENS has had no banking business, 
incl ~ding accounts of any kin(l, loans «>r safe depos,~ t ·~?'es, 
at any othe,r bank in St. Louis since his release from 'Menard in 
1965 .. 

Since OWENS' release f~Qm the Missouri State Penitentiary 
at Jefferson City, Missouri, he has had no contact of any kind, 
either direct or indirect, with RAl and they have never had any 
c©~respondence. · OWENS has also had no cQntact whatsoever with 
any q;pf MY's ::relatives, since OWENS was released from ·the 
Missouri Stat.a Penitent:i.ary ~ The last- contact OWENS has, had 
with anyone known· to him to be an·associate ox- acquaintance of 
RAY, was n181L..' AUSTIN, who was in the Illinois State Penitentiary 
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at Menard, while OWE:NS was there 1963 to 1965. i'8LACK~E" AUSTIN 
was still at Menard when OWENS was relea~ed there • 

. Since about Feb;r~ary, 1966, OWENS has npt on any 
occasion·been inside the· Jeffe:rson ... oravois Bank, nor has he 
been on foot outside that .·bank on any occasion c;lur~ng that 
period. At the'very mast, he may have passed by t4e bank in 
an automobile on one or two o_cci:u;ions. 

While OWENS was at the Missouri &tate Penitentiary, 
he be~ame acquainted with JAMES WALLACE, who was an inmate 
there.' He did not know JAMES WALLACE at all until he became 
acquainted with him in the pf?p.itentiary~ OW~Sdefinitel.y 
was-not raised with W~LLACE •. · 

< , . 

. In 1965, during which ·tim~ OWENS :h_ad a checking 
a.cc1cn1nt at the:, Jeffersen Gravois. Bank •in, S.t. __ Louis,: ·he·· recalls 
a~ ©Ci;:a..~ion when he parked hi.$-car on the bank parkin:g lot 
to go to the bank. As he started in the <bot, qf the' baplt' foJ" 
the purpose of making a despoit to his account, he s~w J:A,MES 
WALLA.CE~ who ·was standing on tpe street corner out$iae· the. . 
bank, with a girl. As owiNs w~s going into the'bank, WALLACE 
sta.ted to the effect'f • 0 Are you taking some out or pu_tting 
some in?". OWENS replied to the· effec1;, ".I-'m putting somf;l in." 
They had no furthel."' cor:i.yersation_,. . . 

OWENS was definitely alone-on this occasion~ OWENS 
nevez, on any other occasion.saw or knew the gir:t·wh,o·was with 
WAJfAJlCE and' he paid very tittle attention to her, as a result 
of which he-:<;annot descripe her, except he nad impreS$ion that 
sh® was a wh~t~ girl, who was rather heavy,,.set and "was J;lQ 

raving beau·ty." OWENS is ce;-tain that this encounter at· the, 
Jefferson-GEavois Bank occurred in the summer time,, because 
he 1.C'ecalis that the giri was' not. wearing a coat and th~t., both 
he and WALLACE were wearing sbortmsleeve shirt#=!. and warm 
weather clothing.. · · · ·' · · · 

. '~ 

The checking account of OWENS at the jefferson~Gr~vois 
Ba~k, as previously refer~e4 to, was a joint checking account 
h~ld by OWENS and his·mot:P.er an,d w~s .in't.lle: 11am1?s of.~AMES and 
IDA OWENS. -
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OWENS denied-that he was.ever in the.company of _JAMES 
EARL RAY at_ the Jefferson~Gra.vo:i.s Ba.hk:'6ii th.e e>-ccasion-r.eierred to 
above or on any other'"occasions, sincEr··owEN's. rele,se from· 11he 
Penitentiary. · · .. ,. ·· -· · 

He repeatedly reiterated his denial that .:he ha.:S seen 
RAY or had any kind of contact with him or any knowledge of his 
whereabouts since RAY escaped fro~ the-:·p~nitentiary in 1965. · 

. ':. ~< .. 

OWENS cannot· recall ever hayinif known anyone by the 
name of °C00LEY," either in the Mis~ouri State Penitentiary . 
or elsewhere and that name has no meaning or significance-to 
OWENS. -

OWENS, without hesitation, stated he would be entirely 
willing to notify the Federal Bureau of Inveetigation if he 
should at any time receive any information which might be 
of assistance in locating JAMES EARL RAY and st~ted he would 
ce!"tainly do so. 
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t 

Date 1._ ;May 17, 1968 

• 1 ., ;>•. 

Mrs. JAMES (MILDRED) OWENS (nee SLONE) 1; ~ Rur~l 
Route Number 3, Sunrise Lake, .DeSoto, _Missouri, 

1
(Jeff,erson 

County), who st~te~t, s'h~ ._is; a regist~rf~.:.'?~t,e'{: cptren~~ly .:''.'.;,
0

_; 

employed as a nurse'.a~ th~ Bonne Terr~ l{o$p~t~.:J., Bonne :"'. :·. 
Terre:; Missouri, was 'present during a.n•-"'int',erview con<J,~cted .. 
by Special Agents ALBERT J. RUSHING ari.d.ROBERT'L. BENPER 
with .her husband at the 'residence on Mitf1'16, 1968. · 

·•:· ,.: ., - . :·. _'; :~:-~ ,. ~ . ' .. 

At the conol1;1sioi! of the interview with- ·tr~ OWENS, 
Mrs. OWENS advised that she and her husband were married on 
March 9, 1967, at:;'~t~•'1aouis County,- Mtss~li.r,i';<that they h~ve 
cont:tn:uously re.sidid. ·toge,t~er as man ant.f~wj'.fe ·:,~ince ·: <,,, 
their-marriage; that'sne·nas never see;i J'i\MES EA;aL'RAY"in 
her life· and never heard of him until ,_there was recent',­
publicity reg8il.rding him,· at which time her bu.sban.1d told her of 
his previ<0us kXM'.llwle~g;e. O)f RAY. ,.,,._ .· · ·' 

Mrs. OWENS
1

sa.id. she has no iiif~~mation in addition 
to that furnished bf her ht1sband which. might be of assistance 
in locating JAMES EA.Itt ;RAf~ __ · ;;_ < · 

On 5/16/68 at Jefferson County, Missouri file fl_· _S;_L_: _4_4_-_7_7_5 ____ _ 

SA ALBlmT JJ ~- RUSHING AJR:jfb -- · 5/16/68 
by __ s_·A_R_-iOJ_· _B_E_R;_T_L..., .. _BEN ___ JO_E_~_....;.. ______ -_·_· ___ Date dictated---------

This d~curnen·t contains neither recommendations n~r conclusions ·of the F'BI. · It ts the property of the F'B[ :and is loaned tq 
your agency l it and its contents are not to_,he dist~lbuted outside your agency. · · 
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