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. The followtnf··,:t-nv~stigat:Lon·~,was c~nducted by SA· CL~IS -' :_ 
P•' BIDEWELL on' May 29,' 1968: .. ·.•,; 
';; . ' · ... ' ' . ' . ,. ' 

ARTHUR ·Foaoow, ··Missouri state P~obation and Paro'le'.Qfficer, · 
1500 South Big Bend, advised thatdlUSSELL Pi' BRA.NNEN, FJ;U; 2'f9 653 6, 
Missouri State· Peni tent;i.ary. (MSP)#65816J, · ,itJ pre~~ntly· on parole · 
under supervision by that office. He advised that on April ,l, 1952, 
BRANNEN ·recei.v~d a 25 year -sentenee:·U~de,: ..... the -Habitual' Criminal Act 
and that··his parole supervis-ion is scheduled to terminate on Septembe~ 
10, ·196$ .• ,~·According to FORLOW,. BRANNEN present).y resides at 1633 
Dolman, st. Louis, and is employed at the Modern Jacket· Company. 

r 
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l 

Date -----'6.._./'""'5"'"'/....,6,...8..__ ____ _ 

IRU}~SBLL PERRY BRANNEN was iimterviewed at his place of 
r8side~c® 1633 Dol.Rr.l~n. He is Jmpl@yed at the Modern Jacket Cmpany, 
1000 Wasbingt@~ Avanu®. BR~~WEN was relemsed from the Missouri 
State Pienitentiary Sept®imP.btar 10, 196,4. :He had ·tas111< s~rmt.enced to 
this institution orm April l, 1952, from Beth.1&ll'l1y, Miss@u:ri, in con- . 
nection. witJlil an autcai thsft a.t" whicl'm tuie he ,r-ec1~1ived $1. 25 · year sentence 
under the ~abitual Crmin~l Acto 

BRANNEN stated during h:li.s la.st seve~ years at thca Missouri 
State Penitentiary, he worked u~~e~ the imm\e~iats supervision of 
Major POIRY (phonetic), Dsputy Warde1i1., a.Jn<d! wa.s in charge of transfer$, 
cell changes·,and classification of prisoners. ·<Kn this cap~city hie 
falt t"laat he undoubtedly ctUae in colllt~ct with .subject;, J~ES EARL RAY 
but he h~d no specific recc(Q)lle©tiolm <DJf StU!.bject 's con.tact. After . 
view:imig subj~ct 9s phcOltograplm, !me stats<dl tlhlat tb.® · face ·,i«JHr.>ked famili~r 
but h.(S still lhi1ad no spacific rei~«:»llectiolm iof subject RAY. !lte denied 
h~:ving ~n.y icoimta~t with subjecc:'lt RAY s1l.il'fi:»sequ®nt t@ RA.Y's escapl9 from 
the Mis~ou:ri Stat<a PeriitiantiWl-ry. He Mm.®lflltioimad be riacalled discussing 
subject' ~AY With Olm~ J'O},!NNY VEX ... ~TJr aft(f:1%' WE_lJl.iN.TI brcmg;tit. U:p the . 
subject i~d a.sk®d him. if he, BRANNEN, b.ad any J."ec~llection'-'·.of ··subject · 
RAY in the Missouri Stat@ Pen.:11.t®n.tiiairy al!ll©l. if he ,,'.~A'lEN; racallad · .• 
al!Ry ~e];m1t~ct ootw~~mi. VEU~'iI'JI iarracdl MY wlhutle irm tl'lMl ~ailt:ft(e)i.mtia~y. ii 

\, . ' -, ·. . 
!fmlll\~]!'~i adlvis®<dl Wml®Rll qu~sti«i>imced IG@l!l!.CSlr'l\il.iimg coime JIMMY CARPENTER, 

thmt he kn.ew CARPEliTER &imcdl h~d sra®im him ~,,:.,.,.:aisiomi.a:.:tly • in the rr0r.ent 
.pasto mie did im«»t recall having <dliscu..ss~<dl su~j®ct RAY Ol!'l an? occ ision 
with CARP~~TER a~d st~t®d CARPEN~ER was @~t~~ing the St. Louis Ctty 
Hospital iim th® :lll®ar fu.tu.rce f@r ~im ~y(.61 @JP)eration. 'It was his under­
standi~g t~~t ~rr&~g~~®l\il.ts h~~ bee~-~~~~ fo~ CARPENTER to enter the 
hospital by a s@uthsi~a St. L~uis politi~i~~ b~w~ ~~ly t~ hilllll as 
avLEXS"UR];tj n (phol!l'.1et ic) • 

BRAI~~EN a~visa~ thmt ~e was b~r~t 7 at Gallatin, 
Missouri, and that he is pr~s®ntly ~~ pmr@ye xr<a true ~isscur~ s~ate 
Penitentiary aimd that his par@l® is up in Septe~ber of 19680 Ha 
promise~ to ~ a.lert fcor a1myone with wh~ he c1a1~e in contact for any 
in.fo,m.<tition whiclhi might be of v2!ll..ll® im. tryiimg to ascertain the present 
whe.r~aoouts of subjent RAY or ~nv' mow~ ass~ciates of RAY who might 
be ii\l a pcs it io,11 to f urim ish sue h inf Offl$l. it: ion o 

On 5/31/68 at _S_t-"-. _L_o_· u_i_s.£.
11

~M_i_s_s_i0l_U_X'_i ___ rile fl. __ S_L __ 4_4_ ... ..,..7_7_5 _____ _ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the prope~ty of the F'BI :and is loaned to 
Your agency: it and its contents crre not to be distributed outside your agency, 
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BRANNEN advised upon questi(On.ing that he had not heard 
any discussion cc~cerning the method of. subject RAYes escape as 
to whether or not he left in a bread truck or walked out of the 
prison with a group of visitors. 

ti 
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NE 1( GHOOMOOD - lvrnss !SS JIPP! A VE!\ruE 

The following was conducted by SAs PATRICK W. BRADLEY and 
ROBERT A. HESS on June 3, 1968: 

JOHN PAUL VELANTX indic~ted ~n ~n-named convict allegedly 
told him. he had observed subject iri the 1800 block of Mississippi 
Avenue, St. Louis, Mi.ssouri, approximately two weeks following 
subject's escape from tlhe Missoulfi State Penitentiary, April ~13, 
196'1. 

Ob:seJL"va.tiJ.c~ <disclosed thelt"e is imo 1800 block cff :Mississippi 
Avenue in Sto Lctl.l!is, M:ilS:Som~'io At the po,int where )ll{,i$~Jlssippi is 
intersected by Geyer Aveirm.e, the numbers jump firorn. 1'1'1'9 to 1915. 

Photographs of subject were displ~yed to the following 
individuals on Mississippi ~~d ~eyex Ave~ues, with the ~esult that 
nome of them wel.'.'e able ti!)) r<eHCS!.ll lb1~wiirY..g obse!"ved ~i!llY(O)l!ll® of su.b,jje~t 's· 
appearance in the a:irea o:;c, ever !m:avi:n',g b<'~•e:.1 a<eq'm~imtie«:f in'.ttll ta]!ycne 
of subjectvs n~me or aliaseso 

M!SSISSIPPI AVENUE (SA BRADLEY) 

l '120 F..ER1V1.AN BJ~~,CKWELL 
1122 JOHN Jo O'BRIEN 
l ?J'26 JTAMES LACEY 
1'130 OMA BANKS 
1779 WIBBS AUTO REPAiR 

(.JAMES WIBBS - OWNER) 
C'li€yer Avenue In:tersects 

1918a S·!!EIU&AN TOLL PIER ... 
Allen Avenue Intersects 

GEYER AVENUE (SA HESS) 

HHS EVERETT BOYER 
1919 HENRY WILLARD 

1721 CAERlE B. DEWEY 
J 725 TXLlLJ.CE B. FULTON 
112~ BE~lLAE PIERCE 
17152 OPAL CO:NNOR 
1915 BILLS BARB"E:Jt SHOP -

JOSEPH BURNS - E.aFber 
1918 LOLA M. COFFM.!\N 

HH8 ANl\iA NAGY 
1920 GUY KXRK 
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1924 MAY 0 s CONFECTIONERY 1925 CARROLL Eo BATTEN 
EVERETT W. KOLB 

1926 J ANDS USED FURNITURE 19~7 HAZEL FISH 
EDNA DAVIS 

1928 EISELL's BAR -
JOSEPH EISELL 
(Mississippi Avenue Intersects) 

20CO Geyer Food Shop -
WILLIAM K'.)ENER 

2006 MAX AND GENE' s TA VERN 
MAX LABIAN 

2009 ELIZABETH MERSEAL 
2013 VIRGIL SIMMONS 
2015 GRACE PAYNE 
2017 FRANKLIN ANDERSON 
2020 ELIA SALEMIE o 

83 

2005 efflSSE RHY!\J""E 

2007 ALLAN D G EARL 

2010 MARY WILSON 
2014 LUKE FIELDS 
20 ll6 .]JOSEPH OPERSCHALL 
2018 WILLIAM Fo POLITTE 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-302 (Rev. 1-25-60) .PERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATI. 

On 

1 Date ~ __ M_a_y_2_2_, _1_9_6_8 __ 

OPAL HIGHLY, 1630 South 18th Street, was inter­
viewed at )ler residence and furnished the following informa­
tion: 

She formerly was the operator of Opal's Bar, 1805 
Lafayette. She advised that she ran Opal's Bar at this lo­
cation from 1947 until 1961. From September, 1939, until 
1945 she-operated a bar, also known as Opal's Bar; at a dif­
ferent location near 18th and L~fayett~, St. Louis, Missouri. 

'She viewed photographs of subject, JAMES· EARL RAY, 
.as depicted on ·Federal Bureau of Investigation wanted flyer 
number 442..:.A -dated April 19 ~ 1968. · She advised that the two 
photographs appearing on the left side of the wanted flyer 
appear to be familiar but that she.cannot associate the face 
with a _name or place. She advised that ··she has read accounts 
of the MARTIN LUTHER KING slaying in the newspaper and ad­
vised that this picture may appear familiar to her inas­
much as she has ·previously ~een it .~n the .newspap~rr,_ 

HIGHLY pointed out that she dQes not 
.-n.ames .of .Patrons frequently visiting her· bar. 
some ·of her patrons by.their first names. The 
RAY means nothing. to. her. , , r- , . , . ,..,. 

' '1 ' • •.' ·,, ' ' , . ,. ,-: ' • 

rec~ll the 
She did know 
name JAMES 

She is acquainted with a' JACK.(last. name unknown) 
who· limps, a·nd bas bee.xi in and out.-.of the penitenti8il'Y ~,1.1 
of his life. :she advised that JACK (las-t name . unknown), .. 
would .:µ.ow be. approximate).y -70. ·years Ql<.l. , .He used to live·, 
aroupd Kennett Place,:or-.another nearby street. Slle, ~dv.ised 
th31; ,she ,did not. r,~oall this .-man ~ntil ~ecently when the. man 
spoke with ·an ass9.c~aif;e ·o:f' her, TED:,RICID\RDSQN ,·. who also 
works for, her.· . This ·man· advised 'that his name was JACK and 
told ,RICHARDSON .to. ·asit ·-100,m,y if she, reniembijr~d ,him •. HIGHLY 
pointe,d lout that\she',tjid'not 'remembe;r:Aiim at::t;hat time. ,·r·: 

L8tt~r;·:JACK (last J:lame ,un~nown) ag~in-·c,oritacte,d RICHARDSON 
aridtold'RICHARDSON to,t~ll HIGHLY'that .hewas,the man Who 
used to comef in ,her plac~ with ~ ,big woman . and a boy who 
liked .'to 4ance·: '., Upon receipt of this inft>rm;;ttion,. HIGHLY 
re_c~lled JACK as .,a frequent patron ~t, Op~l ~s Bar. He- always 
came in with a big woman who drank beer. This was approximately' 
fifteen years ago. The woman who accompanied JACK had .a boy · 

5/15/68 at St. Louis, Missouri 

SA F. JACK WILLIAMS 
F- i le .fl SL 44-77 5 

by ___ S_A_W_x_· L_L_I_A_M_-_H....;.._W_A_R_F_I_E-'-LD.,..._.· __ ll_H_IW· -"/_l_e~h_. · """""'". ,_ Date dictated 5/l 7 /68 

This documen't contains ~either recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It !s the ·property of the FBI .'Qnd is. loaned ~o 
your Qgeney; It and its contents are not ·to .. be distributed outside your agency. · 
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about fifteen years old. The boy liked to dance and often 
danced at the bar. 

HIGHLY does not believe that ·the-dancing boy was 
subject, JAMES EARL RAY. She noted that the dancer would 
only be about 30 years of age at this time. 

HIGHLY advised that she was·a1ways at the bar during 
its hours of operation and was well-acquainted-with the cus­
tomers. · She advised that a tESTER GUIBOR, present,ly ·employed 
at National Fixture, 7000_ South Broa4way, used to tend bar 
f9r her. ·she ·advised that -MARIE P4C MURTY~ 1634 South 18th 
Street, was · ~mployed by her in Opal's Bar as a wai tres.s. 
. . . ~ .•. -·" . . . . '. . . , 

. . 
HIGHLY advised that ·should she ·gain ariy.-information 

. concerning JAME_S EARL RAY, she would immediately contact the 
FBI. 
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On 

l Date ___ M_a...:y'--2_2__,_, _1_9_6_8 __ 

MARIE MC MURTY, 1634 South· 18th Street, St. Louis, 
Missouri, was interviewed at her residence and furnished the 
following information·: 

She was employed as a waitress at Opal's Bar, 
1805 Lafayette, St. Louis, Missouri, in 1958, or 1959. 

She viewed photographs of subject, JAMES EARL RAY 
as depicted on Federal Bureau of Investigation wanted flyer 

· number 442-A dated April 19, 1968. She advised that she 
does not recall ever ~aving seen RAY at Opal's Bar·a:nd that 

.. the name, JAMES EARL RAY, had no significance to her prior 
to the recent publicity concerning him. 

MC Ml.JRTY advised she· would im..iuediately advise the 
i13I should she gain any information conc~rning RAY. 

5/15/68at _..;_.S......;t...;._L..;...o_u_i_s'""",<.......:.:I;;:::.\1{:;ss;...;: _o...;..._ur_· _i __ ~ fo i le# __ S..:;.;L:.;;.._4_4_-_7_7_5 _____ _ 

SA F J'ACK WILLIAMS 
by ___ o_·:,,_._'W..;....'!=1""".iL'--. =JL,_; .. _M_BI-'-._W_AR_' ..;....F..;_.I_f~_l"'"'•D __ l.....;;;;ff:.;;_nv ...... /_l_e_h __ Date dictated ___ 5...;/_1_7...;/c...6_8 __ _ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the F'BI, It is the property of the FBI ,cand is loaned ~o 
your agency; ii and its contents are no! to be distributed outside your agency, 
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The following investigation ~as conducted by 
SA GEORGE M. PEET.; 

On May 15, 1968, RICHARD MlSSAVAGE, Computer Section, 
St. Louis Police Department, achdsea·-that Field Interrogation 
-Reports (F1R 9 s - forms filled out regarding suspicious persons 
stopped and questioned but not arrested or booked) -had been 
searched for a record of subject RAY under bis name and known 
aliases with negative results ... These reports·cover the period 
November, 1967,to date for the entire city and were all that 
are avallable. 

On M~y 17 1 1968, all original FIR's for 1967, which 
were available at rnird Distt-ict, St. Louis Pol_ice Department, 
which covers the area where subject RAY is known to have 
frequented, were also searched with negative rewl ts. 

In addition, the FIR 9 s were ~earched through c~mputer 
for a.record of JAMES LOMA OWENS, FBI number 139 770 7, on 
May 1s·, 1968 1 in an effort to ascertain his whereabouts for 
interview •. 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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UNIDENTIFIEP DEATHS 

Sergeant BUFORD MC GAHAN, ~ingerprint Section, St. Louis, 
_Missouri, Police Department, and NIRS. HELEN TAYLOR, City Coroner, 
·st. Louis, Missouri, advisE;id SA JAMES T'~ DEARB0RN on May 10, 1968, 
the Fingerprint Section·o:e the St. Louis Police Dep~rtment checks all 
unidentified cadavers in the City of St. Louis; Missouri, and 
obtains their fingerprints if the condition· of tlie body will allow. 
These 'prints are then f'qMJardeg. to'' the fBI IDENT.IFICATION DIVISION. 
No unidentified white male cad~vers have been tound in the City of 
~t. Louis, Missouri, si~ce April 4. 1968. 

oh tll,e Sa1').e dat~ Detective JOHN LA.RRISON, St. Loui~ Coµnty, 
Missouri, Police Departmeµt advised SA DEAaBORN the same procedure · · 
is followed by his Department in St. Loui$. County, Mi$SQµri, ana that 
no uniden,tified white male ca,davers had peen found sine~ Apr~l 4:, 
1968 .. 

· Sergeant PAUL NAUld,A~, Missouri _State, )iigµway Patrol, 
Troop C, Kirkwood, M;issou:ri, ~dv·is~d SA DEARBORN, on the sam~ date, 
that the Pattol performs a stmil~r s~rvice for coroners and 
Police Departm~nts ;in thE3 rural are~~ of Missouri •. 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



1 
SL: 44-775 
IL-W:wma 

SALVATION ARMY AND OTijER CHARITABLE 
TYPE MISSION PROJECT 

In view of subject's habit of staying in flophouses ~~d 
lower class rooming houses, the following charitable type missions were 
personally contacted, on the dates indicated, · and furnished the ... 
Identification 03;-der ~oncerning subject. Subject was unknown to pers9ns 
contacted; however, they indicated they·would immediately contact thi~ 
office in the event they observed him or received any information 
concerning him: 

ST o LO'iiJIS, MISSOURI: 

SALVATION ARMY 
MEN's SOCIAL CENTER, 3949 FQrest Park, 
JOHN MC ALLISTER - Personnel Director 

DIVISIONAL :aEADQUARTERS, 2827 Cla~k 
MIL.DR.~D MAYBERRY - Director 

TOWER GROVE CITADEL, 1324 Tower Grove 
Captain· .E • C. ROLL~N - Director 

TEMPI~, 3110 lowa 
Captain LEE SMITH - Director 

EUCLID AVENUE, ~61~ North Euclid 
FRIEDA HARPE~ - Secretary 

F.AROOR LIGHT, 915 Market , 
HAROLD RICP.ARDS - Personnel Director 

CORPS AND ,rOUTH CENTER, 416·s. Main 
(St., Charles, Missouri)~ Captain 
ROBERT BUTTREY - Director 

E:M:PLOYMENT SERVICE, 915 Mark~t . 
HAROLD RICHARDS - Personnel Dire~tor 

DATE .AGENT -
5-24-68 JOSEPH A. DUBYA~ 

tt " If 

If " 

" " " 

" It " 

5-27-68 ALAN E. MCELWAlti 

If " " 

" " " 
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NAME -
1:AFAYETTE PARK, 1710 Carroll 
Captain JACK VAUGHN - Director 

7701 Raw~els (Maplewood, Missouri) 
Captain DONALD LOVEJOY - Director 

NORTHSIDE, 1323 Sullivan 
Captain DANIEL UPTEGROVE - Director 

SOUTHS IDE, 801 Allen· 
THOMAS ONKLE - Office Employee 

WELLSTON, 6203 Cote Brilliante 
Captain J. A. MILLER 

BEREA MISSION, !NC., 3536 Ru:ssell -
- CHARIES RUSSELL - Business Manager 

LLl'!'BERAN MISSION ASSOCIATION, 1323 Herbert 
DOROTHY HARTON - Secretary 

DATE AGENT -
5.,.27-68 ALEN E. MCELWAlN 

" ti " . . 

" 

5-24-68 JOHN o. TRETllW.lY 

It " tt 

" " " 

" " " 

OPEN DOOR. MISSIONARY FELLOWSHIP, 4045 AsJ;t.lta.nd" 
H. Ho PETERS, Secretary 

" " 

DISMA.S HOUSE, 903 Cole . 
VIRGINIA BRADSHAW - Se~reta~y 

FATHER. DEMPSEY -CHARIT;IES i 3427 Washington 
ELMER WILLIAM_- Manager 

STo LOUIS RESCUE .. MISSION, 4;023 Olive 
JAMES CARTER - Sexton 

S'O'N'SHINE MISSION, 614 Franklin -
WILLIAM·!, .. BUSCHAR.T - Superintendent 

SHINING LIGHT TABERNACIJ,!:,· 1428 Monroe 
Reverend JESSE GREEN - Pastor. 

5...;27-68 I.AWaENCE B.CUliTIN -

" " " 

" . ft 

tr " " 

" " 
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HUldf\N SERVICE CENTER, 905 North 5th, 
Poplar Bluff, Missouri 
WILLIAM BRIGDEN - Manager 

DATE AGENT 

5-28-68 WILLIAM R.BURTON:. 

No other charitable type missions which furnish lodging 
to indigents were found within the territory covered by the 
St. Louis Division. 
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l Date __ 6_-__ 1,;;..;2_-_6_8 ____ _ 

DONAID. GARFIELD COX, residing at the· northeast corner 
of Case and Thelma; Berkeley, ~issouri, was interviewed at 
his place of employment, Derby Service Station, 8970 Natural 
Bridge, Berkeley, Missouri, and furnished the following in­
formation: 

He was conf.ined to the Missouri State Penitentiary 
from September, 1960, to September, 1963; after•his· convic­
tion for armed robbery ~n the c~ty of St. Louis, Missouri. 

,. .. ' i' (71. 

He viewed a -photograph of JAMES EARL RAY,as·depicted 
on FBI Wanted Flyer #442-Adated April 19, l968. He.advised 
that.he recognized the center· photograph ·on this wanted flyer­
as a JAMES RAY with whom he was· a¢quaintea·· itl ,the,. penitentiary. · 
He advised that he knew RAY only slightly· and.described,-,IlAY 
as a loner who seldom associated w.ith the -~ther, inmates-;··: · 
He stated that RAY was not .. well liked in tbe ,-peni tentia~y-
and that he came to the_ peni tent-iary with the-:.atti tude tp.at, 
he was a "big shot" and was going to run things. He advised 
that RAY was not a gambler to his knowledge nor .did RAY collect., 
gambling debts for anyone else. ... , ~, -.....,. 

While in the penitentiary· he·;· COX, associated with 
l - . 

BOB BURNS, BOB DOUGLAS; CLYDE CASEY, and GLEN CHERNICK. He 
advised that he is acquai,nted with a JAMES .BRbWN· fr<;>m the-· 

· city of St. Louis. He advised ·he: 1s ·unaware··of,,BROWN-'s pre­
sent residence but that BROWN woui<;I be'. app~oximate,ly, 3~, y~ars 
of age. at the present. Ile ·is un~ware· ·of whether· or: no,t~1BltOWN 
was close to JAMES .RAY. 'He adyise~ tQat BROWN-had: "sp many 
stories" that he tried to .. stay · away ·from'· BROWN> He advised 
that BROWN was a "liar". an~ alw~ys __ had some s~orie~·:to ;tell°. 

' , . •\ "\· \' t ·'" .-··\·· 

He is not acquainted with a· -·(first _name unknown) 
ALLEN who was an inmate at the -Missourf State i>en..;i. tentj,a'.r,.y.. 
He advised that he may recogrii'ze a- photograph of.ALLEN but. 
that.he knew many of the inmates only by their faces _rather 
than their names. 

II, •• '\ • , '.',' •• ;;( 

He advised that he. is acquainted~ with.· a 11SLICK'_,· . 
STEDHAM doing life at.the Missouri State Penitentiary from 
Kansas: City. COX also described STEDHAM as a liar. _. ~ 

On 6-5-68 at Berkeley, Missouri 
SA-WI;LLIAM H. WARFIELD 

6-7-68 
b SA MARVIN R. DORAN WHW: amb · 'D t. d"ct ted y ----------------------,-- a e I a __ __,...., _____ _ 

This document contains neither recommend<:1Uons nor conclusions of the F-BI, · It is the property of the FBI :and is l()(lned to 
your agency; it and its contents C!re not to._be distributed outside your agency. 
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He was aware of no organization at the Missou:ri 
State Penitentiary that acted'as enforcers or who in anyway 
"ran11 the penitentiary.· He advised_ t~9i-t if :there -wa,s .any 
single organization or 'man who runs,. the_~Mis~ourl State Peni ... 
tentiary · that ·man· would. be BOB BURNS whom he ·des¢ril;>ed,-~s,. ; 
a small man presently doing 75 years from St.: Louis fot·armed 
robbery. BURNS? _brother is supposedly~ detective lieutenant 
in the St. Louis Police Department. 

. - ., 

With respect· to known gamblers at the-Missouri ~tate 
Peni.tentiary he advised that JOHNNIE JOHNSON: from Kansas· City 
and JACK KALENKA (phonetic) ·also from Kansas-C~ty were known 
gamblers who have now both been r.eleas(':!d, frorn:·.'the ,penitentiary. 
He advised that CLYDE CASEY·; GLEN CHERNICk,' and--"SLICK" ·sTEDHAM 
were also gamblers. He advised he is unacqua~nted with a 
JOHNNIE VELA NT I • . ' ' T . 

• •. I 

He advised that JAMES EARL RAY resided in B Hall 
when he was residing in C Hall at tbe penitentiary. 

.. . -

COX pointed out that he couid furnish·no-iriforma­
tion concerning RAY or the associates of RAY, however, he .. 
advised that should any information conce:rni,ng- 1 ijAY, be9ome:· . - ,_ 
known to him he will immediately contact ·tne.;FBI. ,-CQX pointed 
out that he has "gone straight" since leaving the 'penltentiary, 
has a good job, and wants to stay on the right side of the 
law. 

05. 
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RE: PRISON ASSOCIATE 
CARL BENTON DRAKE . 

On June 5, 1968, CARL BENTON DRAKE was re~interviewed 
by SA WALTER c.JOHNSON and said he Iiad ,heard ·nothing regard­
ing JAMES EARL RAY. He again _exp~e~$ed a wi.llirignesia,.to co­
operate i~- tli~ event he lear,n,e(jl .. ~!,lytb.i~g\of · V-alµe:.'. iD.\tAKE 
said he had been extremely busy ·aoing tuckpointing work this 
spring and did not come in Qontact with any of his former 
prison associates. 
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WRB:mjb RE : JAWS COOPER GREEN, JR. 

- FELLOW PRISONERS 

On May 16, 1968, JAMES COOPER GREEN, JR 0 , 942 Grand, 
Caruthersvillei Missouri, was coimticted at the 'I'own and Country 
Supply Company, Highway 84 west, -'by SA WILLIAM Ro BURTON. 

GREEN a4vised that he/was se!llltenced to tha Missouri 
State Pe~itentiary at JeffersoI!lljCity, Missouri, a!llld arrived there 
oin Nqivember 291 1965. He :s:tay~d approximately four weeks and was 
tra~~f~rred to Algoa· urntil May 3, 1966, at which time_he weimt back 
to Jefferson City for a period of two weekso He wast.hen tra!!ll.sferred 
to the Moberly, ~issouri, Farmo During his stay at Moberly he went. 
back to Jefferson City to the hospital tWie@-, 1~.gnce for a one month 
period in Augm of 1966 and thellil for a week in· Juty of 19670 He was 
released from. :Moberly omi. Au.gust 29·,. · 11.9£7, a!lild returl!ll.ed to Caruthersville. 
As fule recalled the-ire were two irmdiwidmi.al~ rname<!ll. RAY at Moberly at 
the time he was the~e 1 · o~e who was tall and thin who e~©aped bu~· 
was recapt1i.rueed. tllle same imiglbl. t, tlhte othceir !me l'm~~ut"d !lil&d.- e§l£_apiaid arnd 
_had not been recaptu~ed. Be did not klnl.ow eithe~ of these RAYS on 
a personal basis and i:s not positive that either of them is i.dentical 
with the Idermti:t'icati@n Ordert phoitogk'aph o:f J'AMES EARL RAYol_He 
further advised that sc~eti~e in 1966 wl'mil@ h? was at Mober~ he 
aimd several aitlh\er pll:'isoIDJ.eX"s we.:irs «:;$1.Ulglbrt gamifulJJJ.!lilg9 a!!i!.id as a resw.l t 
of this he attempted t@ make a deal wit~ prison a~thQrities tliat · 
he would turlil over to them. a shipmemit of :amplhvetami!Dle JflHOWder that 
was supposed to be co:m.illllg irmto tlh!.e plt'isoroi.erso Instead of giving 
them the real amphetamimi.e powder, he gave th.am a gree1mish colorred 
food seasolnli~go They discovered the s~itch a~d as a result pe 
was take~ into prise~ court, given te~ days i~ the hole and a 
20 days loss of merit time. To the lbest of his recollection and 
kmtowledge, he. never- te&ii!le :i1mto cfoimtact wi tlm . JAMES EARL RAY ilD'l regard 
to this amphetamine. 
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?ELLOW PRISONER: DAVID OON MC FARLIN 

Mrs. JUDITH MC FARLIN of St. Louis indicated that 
DAVID DON MC FARLIN was la$t known to be residing·with his . 
mother, ·Mrs. Oo L. DAVIS, General Delivery, Advance, Missouri. 

On May 23, 1968, Mrs. Oo L. DAVIS, Advance, advised 
that her son, DAVID DON MC FARLIN, had recently moved to Malden, 
Missouri, and was going to school. at the Office of ·Economic , . 
Opportunity, Manpower Development Training School at Sikeston/ 
Missouri. ·. · · · ·· 

Efforts on that same date to cdntact MC FARLIN at 
Malden, Missouri, were negative, and he was thereafter interviewed 
at Sikeston, Missouri. · 

MC FARLIN, who gave his residence address as 703 South 
Beckwithg Malden, a9vised that he was sentenced to the Missouri 
State Penitentiary in May, 1966, spent three weeks in Jefferson 
City, and was then sent to the Number TWo Farm for approximately 
seven months, at which time he was transferred to the Church 
Farm and was subsequently paroled in April, 1967: He viewed 
a photograph of JAMES EARL RAY, stated the photograph did not 
look familiar to himj cannot recall ever having met the individual 
while he was in the penitentiary, and could furnish no other 
information of -valueo. 
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Mrs. HAZEL MENARD, 2635 St. Vincent, was contacted at 
her reside~ceo After Special Agents ROBERT A0 HESS and PATRICK We 
BRADLEY identified themselves, she stated ~~what do you want now? 
I'm in a hurry because I'm prepari».llg t:6 go t0> WIO>rk.n It was pointed 
out to Mrs. MENARD that we d'esir8d to get in cormtaict with t'!im 
somwho were former irunates at Misso~xi State Peruitentiary. She 
stated that she has three so~s a@d o~e of them is currently i@ the 
Federal penite~tiary. She pci~ted out that the other two so~s 
reside somewhere in st. Louis, exact whereabouts unknown a~d . 
employment unknowim, but she is of the opinion that she will see 
these sons on Saturday, &lay 18, 1968.. , She was . furnished the· names 
of the contacti~g age~ts and the telep~o~e Tuumber of the Fe~eral 
Bureau of !~vestigation Office i~ St. L@uis wit~ the request that 
stn.e have her so!l'm co;mtsct tRllese ag(e!lilts. Sl!ie he~:ita:.tifillgly agreed. 
to do this. 

A cful.(e•:Ck of time St~ Lmllis - St" L@'iJJ!iS (;(['))u@ty Dil"lf:lcto)l"ies, 
te lephoillie lbo-:.:D:k. 9 3:.!.tlld f :U.es of tlhve ~to li1'.l>'-ll'.i!.S Police Depw.:rt"tmelll:lt ~ @il'!l the . 
same d~t~ failed to disclose cu~~B~'t ~@side~t a~~~esses for LOUIS GENE 
MENARD, FBI # 511 988 A, or l:UYM'.OtfD. pWEN ~NARD9 FBI # 471 82~t 7. 
Police Dep$.Jrt:&'lle!mt :ireco:t<>ds frndica tied R1ClffARDi. LAWRENC:E MENARD, FBX 
# 4 496 848, is C1U!.lf!c>e~tly a.t .LJ'8awenwortL'1! Peni-terntia!"y. 

MRS o Ml.$:NP:..IW advised· Way 21, ].~68, 0$he had ~dvised 
RAY~©ND and LOUIS WNAJl1.D of t~e FBI i~te~est~ but·neither had 
i~dic~ted any inte~ti~~ of cofilt&cting this offi~e. S~e conti~ue~ 
to p~ofess igno~~~ce ~s to their plac~s of ~esidence &~d employme~t, 
aimd claimed illll$.b:illity to coin.tact th.elf!~. 

. i 
; 

.1 
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RE: NATHAN J. MURPHY - FORMER INMATE 

The following investigation was conducted by SA 
CHARLES s. DUKE at St. Louis, Missouri: . ·, 

Teletyp~ from Kansas City to the Bureau, May 2$, 
1968, fndicated that fqrpier iri~ate Wi!S parol~d: July 28,' l.964, 
from the Missouri State Prison and was discharged from parole 
on January 4, 1967, and could be-reached through JOHN A. 
ZITZENZANICH at 3177a Oregon Street, St. Louis. 

On May 24, 1968, JOHN A. ZITZ, 3177a Oregon Street, 
St. Louis, . Missoµri, was contacted at his residence whereupon 

· he advised that his name was ZITZ and not ZI~ZENZANICH and 
that he did not know a man by the name of NATHAN J. MURPHY. 
He said that he had a couple cf former prisoners st·aying at 
his place for a short period of time somewhere around three 
to four years ago but he could not remember their names. 
He advised that since his wife left him and ran off with an 
ex-convict he wanted to forget the past. ZITZ could offer no additional information. 
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On 

1 Date __ M_1a-'y'---2 .... 4 .... ,....__1_~_6_. 8 __ _ 

WALTER E. NOLAN, 5206 Washington Avenue, apartment 
2, was interviewed at the office of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation, 1520 Market Street, St. Louis, at which ti~e 
he supp_lied the following information: 

NOLAN emph~tically denied since last being int~r­
viewed by Bureau agents th~t he has had a,ny contact with ·or 
knowledge.of· the whereabouts of JAMES EARL RAY. H~ reiter ... 
ated what he had previously mentioned that he also has pad 
no contac-t with RAY since RAY escaped from the Missouri State 
Penitentiary (MSP). He pointed out that at the present time 
.RAY would have no way of knowing that NOLAN was released fro~ 
the MSP and, therefore, would not even by aware that NOLAN 
is in St. Louis, ijissouri. · 

Regarding NOLAN's association with RAY in the MSP, 
NOLAN commented that it was possible that RAY may have used 
amphetamines on occas;ion, however NOLAN never knew of RAY 
to sell or to deal in that or any other narcotic. 

' . -~t . , ' .. 

. NOLAN did say that he ·knew JAMES EARL RAY to. have 
a four for three loan business at MSP as oriseveral,occasions 
RAY had asked NOLAN if he ever needed any money·, RAY had 
sufficient to loan him. RAY once told NOLAN that he had 
paid off a debt of an unnamed,inmate and asked NOLAN.how he 
could receive. the r·e-payment from the inmate since. ·p1e .. inmate 
had arranged for someone outside the prison to pay .Q~f the 
debt to R~.Y •. RA¥- ·q.esired to know how. the m.op.ey could get . 
into the prison past the warden. as the warden had questioned 
RAY on several .occasions regarding inoney being held for --him 
by prison authorities. NOLAN indicated that it was the 
warden's belief that. this money was in payment for narcotics. 

NOLAN was unable to reca11·wbether he had sugge$ted 
it to RAY or it was ~,mutual agreemeri,t between he and R.A.Y-­
that this outs;ide person se:µ.d the:payment to RAY in the name 
of oneof RAY's brother~. NOLAN was of the Qpinion this was 
how the re-payment was han~:Ued, howevf3r . had no coJ;1crete. k;now.­
ledge of .which brother's name was used o~ .. the .. amount of the 
payment. NOLAN· ·est;i.ma.,ted that RAY possibiy had $300 to $400 
at the most wheri he escaped from MSP but seriously doubts 
that RAY had any more than that. 

5/20/68 at St. Loui.s, Missouri 

SA PATRICK W. BRADLEY 

. rile fJ SL 44-775 

by __ ...;::So.:::A::._:;:,;Rc.;::cOB=E~R.;;:.T.....;;.;;A~• _;HE=S~Sc;;.."' ...,.__~R.:.:::A=H=/-"la.;e~h"---__ oate dictated ---'5..._/...;;.2=1....,( .... 6 ...... 8 __ ~ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclui;ions of the FBI.· It -le the property of the FBI :and ls loane.d to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to.be d.istributed outside your agency, 
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NOLAN stated that while incarcerated in MSP, ~AY 
worked in the bakery as a bre~d cutter. In addition to RAY 
in the bakery, t4ere wer~ approximately 150 additional inmate~. 
NOLAN commented that he doupted that over six of· ·tll,ese fellow · 
inmates had ever h~ld conver$ations with RAY totaling more 
than 30 minutes. He stated that RAY was a good worker, a 
clever and thoughtf~l person, a conserv~tive thinker, very 
closed mouthed and an :i,nd;ividual who does ··not generally do 
things on the spur ot· the moment.· NOLAN added that at no 
time· did RAY exhibi,t any fore;i.gn _l,anguage ability n,o:r was, 
there any talk of travel outside i.;>f--the continen:t;a:J. United 
States by RAY. Ilowever, , on one occasion RAY 'did'-•mention to · 
NOLAN that he 'had lleen· to the West Coast. Althougp. NOLAN stat~q 
that RAY-di,d.not hav~·ariy close family ties, the-pl,ace most 
often spoken ·of by RAY was 111:J,nois whe;re NOL~ understands 
RAY's family are restdents. · · 

..,,. i ,, 

. NOLAN commented that @:roximately 95 percent of the 
content of conversations between he and JAMES EARL RAY while 
incarcerated' in .MSI>' was about how to get. ,out of' the :}?eni ten­
tiary either legall,y or illegally, · N.OLAN emphatic.ally• d~ni~d 
that he had, been·engaged ;in any illegal a~tivity inside the 
MSP and fu;r-ther -state~ that he was not ·the individu~l who .wa~ 
caught by prison auth,o:i;:i, tie~ with numerou$ ,bullets ~n hif? pc,cke~-, ... 
He-als9 stated that 1;he;r.e .w~s no truth to the ~tatement. that 
JA1vms EAR~ R.AY ev~;i:- ll,aq aP.: imitate beaten while iri. :,the· ·pep.iten­
tiary :foF·non-payment pf ·debt. NOLAN recalled that 9n eitheJ.'.' 
a Friday or Sat,u;rda,y evening~ RAY-had sent word to hi?ll -bY 
messenger that· -h~ Wa1'tecr·to m~et with hi~ for· 'dinner; NOLAN 
did join RAY tor $upper and RAY commented tqa,t h,~ had l;>een 
grantecl .permisi;,ion to acqomp~n'y ·hi~ attorney to .a Missoµr_i 
Supreme Court hearing on the following.Wednesday, .RAY w~s 
desirous of learning the ex~ct.procedures in reg~rd. to security 
of him as a-pri~9ner fl,nd ;i.:f th~re w~s any. relaxation of-the­
security; wliereby lie-may be afforded a ·chance to esca,pe. 'NOLAN 
reportedly-assured RAY that,there was no opportunity for ~ecape 
under th6$e ci;rcumstances. Aocord:i,ng to NOL~, RAY :r;eplied, 
"That's okay, I '.ve got some.thing else.". . . · 

, The following ~~nd~y while ·w.alking in the yard 9f 
MSP,NO~AN stated that he overheard an inmate, nam~ unknown, co~~ 
plain-· that ~om~one had stolen a,. set of. hidden civilian clothing, 
however at the time didnot pay too muGh attention to the r~mark$ · 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



3 

SL 44-775 

made. Several hours l~ter, it was rumored that someone 1.lad 
on that afternoon walked gut tlie front g~te of t1.le MSP. 
Eventually word came to NOLAN after a head cou~t h~d be~n 
taken that everiirig, tiiat the ef;lcapee was JAMES EARL RA,Y. 
NOLAN conjectures that it was RAY who stole the civilian 
clothes and who pfobably changed in· the confines 9f tJ.le 
bakery and then mingled with the weekend ·visitots ana if a 

·guard on the·douJjle·gate was new, which NOLAN says was 
true, RAY pr9bably just walked o~t in this mapner. 

NOLAN fee1s·positively that RAY would never have 
come to St. Louis, Missq1:1,ri, after h;is escape unless b,e · 
was merely passing through.· -~e -:i,nd;i.cated that it· is COl'!lDJ.Oll 
knowledge that the St. Louis ·Police Department fl,nd the · -. 
Federal Bureau of Investig~tion in St. Louis~~~ no~orioµs- · 
for cl,eveloping a µetwork of info,rmantf;l amo:n,g' ex-cons -:relea~ecf 
froni MSP; - For this reason, RAY~ who NOLAN rei terat~d p.eve;r 
trusted an inmate while in prisoij, would certai.n+Y ijQt ep~e 
to. St. Louis arid contact a1,1yone. h;ere aft_er hi.s· ·esc~pe. ., NQLAfl 
again comm~nted t~at JA~S EARL RAY has a·natural ability · 
to make himself incon$PiGQ.Qus a;nd an incUviduai whQ usµalty -

· st,ays at. arm'~ lengt.b. ;fro!I). .everyone. -,. -, 
r- •. . ,-

. . NOLAN is of the 'belief that RAY i,i:f--not ·guilty .of 
tlie killingof .--M"-RTlN LUTa.E:R KIN(;-, JlC, as. the crime. is com"!' 
pietely foreign toRAY's personality.' He does not believ~ 
that RAY would kill except to avoid returning to p~i.$on. 

------- --
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1 Date __ M_a_y_2_2_,_1_9_6_S __ _ 

FRANCIS POWELL was interviewed at his residence an~ 
advised that he is t~e father of ROBERT (BOB) POWELL. He stated 
that POWELL is not living at his residence at this time since 
Mr. POWELL did not want him to be closely associ~ted with his 
young daughters. He stated that POWEµL visits his residence 
on infrequent occasions and c9mes to borr.ow money. 

ijr. POWELL stated that he had he~rd a runioi;- that 
his son, BOB, had helped JAMES EARl! 'RAY escapE;! from prison 
in Jefferson City, Missouri. He stated :that his son had ·never 
mentioned RAY to him and that he w~s certain that he·would be 
uncooperative in any i;nterview. ... · · 

Mr. POWELL stated that his wife, who is BOB POWELL's 
stepmother, told him -that BOB had made the i;-emark tq.at the ~an. 
who turns in RAY is a deagman. Mr. POWEt;L stated that he.did 
not believe his son had any information cfqncerning RAY's where­
abouts. 

J ,.,, -

Mr. POWELL stated that while BOJ;3 was i~ prison·some 
of his girlfriends would write him and use the.Doe Run address 
on the envelopes so that tµey would pass through_ the .. prison .. 
censors. He stated he had seen envelopes·with th~ riame FR.ANKIE 
BARBARA. He stated that to the best of his knowledge this is 
a~titioll:? person. He stated that he qi<l .not ,know who th;i,s per­
son ·was. Mr. POWELL stated :that if his son coritacted.birii,,he 
would notify the FBI. , Mr. POWE:LtL stat~d that he had no id~a 

.as to how BOB could be contacted but had heard that ~e worked 
part time in Farmington, Missouri. 

On __ 5_/_1_8-'-/_6_8_ 0 t __ D_o_e_R_u_n_..._, _'M_1_· s_s_o_u_r--'-:l. ____ . file 'H SL 4~-77 5 
. 'I 

by __ S_A_H_O_Vi_v AR_~_D_G_· ._S_L_P.._C_K_/_-l_e_h _ __,,_ _ __,...,__,.. ___ Date dictated _..,..5_/.,...2_0 .... /_6_8___, __ _,. 
1·0¥ " 

This documen·t contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FB~. ·. It ~s the property of the FBI ,anc:l.11! loaned to 
your ageney; it and its contents are not to __ be distributed outside your ageney, 
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RE: FELLOW PRISONER R;l[Cl!IARD. U,NO 

on May 8, 1968, RICHARD RENO, 411 Eafit swan Avenqe, 
Webster Groves, Missouri, advised SA DONALD s. DEFONCE that 
while confined to the Missouri State Penitentiary he had 
occasion on several different times to have a short conversatiQn 
with JAMES EARL RAY. He stated, however, tbat aithough h~ ~new 
him by sight; he did not consider himself to be an acquaintance 
or even to be on a friendly basis with RAY. · 

RENO advised that although he was not aware of it at 
the time, he apparently drove the bakery truck in which RAY 
escaped from the penitentiary. 

RENO advised that he has had no contact with RAY.and 
does not think that RAY would ever contact him; however, promised 
to advise in the event that he does • 

.. /05 
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1 Date __ J""""""un=e--=1 ... 3 ... , ____ 19 .......... 68 __ _ 

WILLIAM E. RUSSELL, 9103 Holiday Gardens, residence phone 
423-0460, was interviewed at that location at which time he provided 
the following i~formation: 

RUSSELL after being apprised of the identity of the 
interviewing ageDt stated that he was released from the Missouri 
State Penitentiary (MSP) on April 5, 1968, after serving a total 
of 39 months for armed robbery. RUSSELL stated that he had ~eceived 
three six-year sentences and one fiv~-year sentence, how~ver, would 
not elaborate regarding his criminal activities leading to his 
conviction. RUSSELL commented that sirnce he ha$ been released· 
from prison he has acquired a good job, has·,married a~d ·i~ ma~ing 
every effort to vtg-9 straight •. " He added that he has discontinued 
any associaticnwith·~is previo~s friends and did not desire in any 
way to f~rnish a~, i~form~tion to any law enforcement agency for 
fear of reprisals a~d possibly getting him involved in illegal activity. 
RUSSELL after bei~g ~dvised of the explicit purpose of the interview ' 
stated that he had no objection talking about JAMES EARL llAY becaus~ 
he felt he had very little knowledge of RAY; however, it should not 
be expected that he would provide the names of any individuais who 
were connected with RAY or himself at the MSP • 

. , . 

RUSSELL i~dicated that he first met JAMES EARL RAY when 
he, RUJSSEI..L, W3l.s workiimg ~s :an imn~ te barber and thus on several 
occasio!lls h.ai.dl. tlhe occ:ai.sion. to cwt RAYv s hai,.r. · He stated he probably 
kxuew RAY approximately' two "to three years and described him as a · 
very closed mouth individual who kept primarily to himself. RUSSEL~ 
added that by keeping to himself was part Qf the reason RAY tried 
so many escapes from the MSP and neaTly pulle~ them off. He stated tn~t 
no one really k~ew his plans, therefore, was ahead percentage wise 
on chances of being s~ccessful. · 

RUSSELL comiented that he was not aware of anyone who was 
close to JAMES EARL RAY in the MSP; however, be added 0 anyone who 
says they knew J-IM: RAY.. real well are liars." 

RUSSELL relat~d that at the time of RAY's escape in April, 
1967, RUSSELL was working on the farm a.nd he has no knowledge of any 
of the details regarding RAY 9 s escape. In regard to RAY's activitie~ 
after the escape, RUSSELL stated th~t he does not know if RAY would 
have come to St. Louis, Missouri_, and he stated he was not aware of . 
whP-~e RA.Y's home is and attri;l;>uted- this fa.ct to RAY's being extreme:J,.y 
quiietm mture aJld it was not a subject that was ever discussec;i. RUSSEL,L, _____ .......,, __ ~ _ ____,.,...,,,,,..,._'-·'---'-----------------...,..,..-.---------

On 6/'1 /68 at Overlarmd, Missouri f-ile # SL; 44-775 

SA ROBERT A. HESS/mjb ~/11/68 
by ---------------------Date dictated ---111

-:-----------

Thls document containe neither recommendatione nor cone luslons of the FBI. It -4.s the property of the FBI :and ls loaned to 
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described RAY as being·a man whom you would notknow bow smart or 
dumb he is simply by lilis""'~eirng so· quiet. 

RUSSELL denied having any extended conversations with 
~RAY and those occasions when they .did talk most of the discuss;ion 
concerned prison life,conditions the.re;i~, etc. RUSSELL'acknqwJ.edged 
that RAY did use amphetamines; however; had no knowledge_ of .RAY 
dealing in same. There was no discussion regarding .,.travel inside 
or outside the United States and there was no indication by RAY 
of any knowledge. of a foreign languag~ ~ · _ 

~ ·, 1 '.. ;,.. 

RUSSE~L s:tated that RA? is ll10>;t. a 99musc.e man."'; however, he 
does not know if he-is capable of kiiling anyone. He stated he 
has had no contact with RAY since· RAY's escape, since he.has no idea 
of RUSSELL's current whereabouts •. RUSSELL is Qf the opinion that 
he wmll.ld not help RAY if RAY should. contact him; h9weyer, ·he aoes 
not feel that ~e would advise the FBI if he ha~'been co~tacted by 
RAY. 

RUSSELL was apprised of the· provisions of the Harb9ring 
Statute and stated be was completely familiar with them; however, 
again reiterated that he would not help JAMES EARL -RAY or anyone 
else. 

All the known pb&J;~ of JAMES EARL RAY wer:e exhibited to 
· RUSSELL and he stated the one ~•n in 1966 at the MSP is the one 
most familiar to him and resembles RAY as RUSSELL knew htm. 
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l Date ___ 5_--'-2_4_-_6_8 ____ _ 

CHESTER SPRATT,, :3809 Russell, -advised that he had 
entered Missouri State Prison-at Jefferson City, Missouri, -­
during February-, 1962,; af:ter being· eonviete,d of. raRe ·1n. Eminence, 
Missouri. - SPRATT indicated that he received' te'ri years for 

On 

this sentence -and was'•,subsequently released from the Missouri 
State Prison on June· 6, 1967. , ' · - ,, 

. • . • ,J 

SPRATT related that while incarcerated at the Mis­
souri State Penitentiary-he worked in the license tag-section 
as a welder during. his entire time the:re. .. - . ' _ 

t .. , ...... :-:, ·' . . . , ' .· .. ;. . - < ••• -.- ... 

~- j . • ·: . \ . . _, !: ' '. " . . . 
__ - SPRAT'.l' was exhibi tea,. photographs of JAMES E~RL RAY 

and stated that· he h~<;l recently seen thes~ photographs: i~ .. the 
newspaper and on television in. _s~ .- :-Lo~~-s (''liowever·; he ~~s -- •, · 
not familiar at all with ·RAY.,- He ,s-t-ated•'that he read::'theL-, · 
accounts in the :'St~.-,; Lpuj,s newspap~is-' r~gi:r!<t::i.~g ",R4\.Y~',s ~si~pe '. 
from the MiSSQQJ:"i ~stat~ .Pen;l 1;~J.J.ti~~¥~ ~hcF;re~dilyyackn.Qy,le~ged 
that he· was an i~atE.j!·--when RAY escaped in·'the bakery _truck, 
however, SPRATT once··~gain emphatiGal1y denieq ever hav;i.ng 
any acquaintanc~ with RAY. · · .. :;. ,-.• •" -- · 

. ·' . . ~ -: - -. . . . ., . 

SPRA1T indicated that _he was unaw;re, ~/ k~ow:ing'.,'. ,_ 
anyone who -may':be f~iliar With, MY, ~howev~r" mentioned· the -
poss:i. bi Ii ty th~t c~nr;,ES WALTERS; ~:Kl~o' "known' .as ·-,,,,~JFTY", -was 
possibly an individual who-may· ·refnember · nii;n ·s·ince·llALTERS 
had a wide acquaintanceship ins!9e the p~nitenti~r~: 

" '- 1 , , '.': ,. c : : •. ·"?" r 1 : 

SPRATT was advised of the-'provisioµs of-,,t'he/,Harbor­
ing Statute at which time he ackno-wl~dgedthat he,.was,fami1iar 
with_ the law in that regard a-nd he, proinisfd complete ':c.oopera~ 
tion with the FBI, however, felt he-would.be of little help_ 
since he was not ~c;q~ainted with· RAY_~ . _ -

5-15-68 ~ · St. L6uis, •issriurl · F-ile f __ S_L_4_4_~_7_7_,.5 __ , _· ___ _ 

SA ROBERT A. HESS 
SA PATRICK w .. B~ADLEY RAH:amb 5-20-68 

by ------------'------------Date dictated --------'---

This documen·t contains neither re_commendaUons nor conclusions of the F-BJ •. · It is the property of the FBJ. :and is l~ned iQ _ 
your agency; it and its contents are not to __ be distributed outside _yoi.lr agency, _. . . . · . · , 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



1. 
SlL 44=775 
KAW/pjh 

• 

FEIJLOW .. 'PRJ!SONERS 

AT STa LOUIS~ .MISSOURI: 

On May 20, 1968i IVAN DALE UNDERWOOD, Apartment»,· 
5105 Minnesota Avenue, St_; Louis, advised· Ihle ssrved two sen­
tences at the Missouri State Penitentiary,_· Jeffers·on City·, 
Missouri. The first sentence was from 1962 to 1964. The 
second senteltllce was from August 1966 p _t@ Septexnber Ui67. 
B@th senten~es were for 'fr~Mq or c@~fi~e~ce s~hemesa He 
advised he served all cf the sec@~d se~te~ce ~n the peni­
tentiary vs .honor fa.rm~ He ·stated itllll~:Q; !me did net kll!!OW JAMES 
EARL RAY while he was i:nc~rcer&terd. lBie' _:advised that on the_ 
basis of the subjectis name and aft@r wiewi~g"bis pbotograph,g 
he believed RAY is possibly identictl.l · to ·an :bidividual wh~ 
worked with RALPH RENFRO:for a short period iri:the late 1950's 
at Joplin, Misst0uri g Th<e' aSS(Q)IC ia ti@~. berfc1&1eeifi~t:aAY &Jlld RENFRO 

· consisted of RENFRO having & fur~ace or he~ti~g b\lliSiness and 
RENFRO> w@uld fillllger resi4'jre~ces tai.mid b1UJr,.s:Jifili®~s' \i$talhlislhlmcei!l'.!lts in 
th~ J@;pilin ai,rea alOld · @n tlnie/pretext @f '~@mld~<Citiimg a free in= 
spection @f t~e furl!i!.@.ee ~~d ~e~tillllg eij~i)Pm.@llhf~wo~ld gain 
entra:ttce to ~caseuo the est~blisb.memrtt fo:r pcss';ibJ!.e burglary · 
or robbery; or if the victims were _g_ulliblle,)in attempt would 
be made to sell a !!ll.eW lhl.eatillhg @\l.llt:fit: Q •·. ' -·--··· · 

. UNDERWOOD did- lm@t kllll@W Wlbl.®lt"®. R1t'f<r@,$ided ilnl tfroe · · -•, 
Joplilll!. area. airnd knew n@tlhiiilig e~:se ~@fill@@i'lfuirnig rriils bffickgroui~d p 

:and stated he only klllew RAY thr«»llllgllu RALPJBI RENFRO.. UNDERWOOD ' 
stmtes that as of eighteen. :moni_tllls· 2go RENFRO wa.s:, working at 
an independent service station pn 2@th Str®®t in J@plin and 
was hanging around at ELI\IBR 1s EAR on M&i~ Street. 

He described RAJLJ»H·REN'FRO ss ~ white m~le, 42 years 
of age, short with medium b~ild, a~d g~~yi~g bairo 

MD~RWOOD w~s i~tervi@~®~ bJ SA UmfflTH A .. WILLIAMSo 
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PRISON INMATES AT THE MISSOURI 
STATE PENITENTIARY WITH RAY 

On May 14, 1968~ Special Agent WILLIAM R. DUNCAN interviewed 
MILTON ZAVOLCOFSKI, Missouri Training School for Men, Number 01658, 
at Moberly, Missorri. He ad1ri 9P.d thit he was born at Brockton, 
Massachusetts, on~.-~~~---~~- He was sentenced to the Missouri 
State Penitentiary at Jefferson City, Missouri, on November 9, 1960, 
from Lebanon, Missouri, on charges of armed robbery. He was 
transferred to the Missouri Training School for Men at Moberly, 
Missouri, on April 8, 1968. He knew JAMES EARL.RAY as an inmate 
at Jefferson City, had no personal relationship with him. He 
recalled that RAY hid out in the prison sometime prior to escaping 
in 1967. Someone in the training center at Moberly saw RAY's 
picture on televis.ion and brought it to his attention. He could 
furnish no additional information. 

MELVIN OLIVER GRIDLEY 1 Missouri Training School for 
Men, Number 02503 1 on May 14, 1968, advise.d that he was .sentenced 
on April 23, ~9~0, fqr burglary and stealing, from Jasper County, 
Missouri. He .served all of this time until July of 1967, at the 
Missouri State Penitentiary, Jefferson c~ty, Missouri, until he 
trans:(erred to the Mi.ssou.ri Trai.ning School for Men at Moberly, 
Missouri, in July•of 1967. He.worked in the recreation d~part~ent 
at Jefferson City and was Hall Tender in J Hall when JAMES EARL 
RAY hid out in the penitentiary about a week in 1964 or 1965. He 
knew RAY pretty well, as RAY worked for him. He said that RAY 
was close-mouthed, had no :friends. He said t_hat he lost contact 
with, RAY after RAY went into sol'itary confin,ement after he hid 
out in the penitentiary over a year prior to the time he escaped 
in 1967. Since he hid out, he (GRIDLEY' had not talked with· RAY. 
He never discussed his business with GRIDLEY, as a matter·offact, 
he did. not know that RAY had any close friends in the penitentiary. 
GRIDLEY could furnish no additional inf'ormation concernng· RAY. 

I ti 0-
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Vo JAMES DAVID DA !LEY 

I rl I 
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RE: J • D., DAILEY 

On June 4, 1968, Detective EDWARD SCHAFF and 
Officer RONALD BOCKENKAMP, St. Lou·is~ Missouri, Police Department 
advised SA ROBERT L.· BENDER that they were unable to suggest the 
identities of any persons whom they believed might be awa~e of 
any acquaintance or association between subject and J. D. 
DAILEY. 

On June 6, 1968, They advised SA BENDP contacts with· 
their informants and sources had failed to disclose any addition~! 
information in this regardo · 
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l 
Date June. 13, 1968 

JAMES DAVID DAILEY was interviewed at Portageville, 
Missouri, from 12: 25 p.m. t.o 1: 17 p.m., June 7, 1968. · Interv:i.ewing 
Special Agents identified .themselves to him by exl;libitio·n- o~ their 
credentials at the Qutset. ·He was then warned of his r~ghts by 
Special Agent DOB~ON. DAILEY stated he was well ~ware qf his 
rights and, that while he was quite willing to furnish any 
information in his pos~ssion concerning this case, he did not 
desire to execute a waiver of his rights or any other document. 

He stated photographs of subject had been exhiblted 
to him during previous in:~erviews, and that he had viewed several 
photographs of subj~ct Q~ ~elevision and in various newspapers 
during recent w:eeks. He was positive in his own mind that.Ile 
had never knowingfy se~n subject. He expressed the opinion that 
anyone who said he knew the subject would undoubtedly be motivated ·., ... 
by personal animosity or by a desire to dtvert official attention 
from their own activities. 

DAILEY likewise wa~ u·n~ble to recall ever having seen 
any of the subject's relatives. He stated if he could.see th.e 
relatives face-to-face, he might be able to remember ~ome of them 
as persons he may have seen whi,le he was living:in St. Louis, 
Missouri, as he understood from newspapers some of them resided· 
in areas where his resta~r~nt and home were located, but in a~y 
event, he was certain h~ bad no association with any of them, 
as their names were,. i~ no war. familiar to him. 

To t~e best Q~ h;i.s knowledge, he worked at his restaurant ·, 
in St. Louis, Misijo~ri, each day during the period fro~ April 23, 
to July 18, 19,67. He had no reGords whiqh would sv.bstantiate .tlli~ 
belief but noted that a small restaurant of the type.he 9perated 
in St. Louis usually r~quires the daily presence and effort of the 
owner to "break even." 

He specifically denied making any trips to, o~ in the 
vicinities of, the Missouri stat~ Prison at Jefferson City, Missour~; 
or the Renz Pr·;i.son Farm, nearby,. during this period. All such tr;i.p~ -· 
made by him were subsequent to t;he escape, apprehens:ion an<); return 
of his boyhood friend, "THOM.AS B, CREWS, from the. Missouri St~~e 
Penitentiary during, __ h~eli(1!ved, _ September. of 1967. 

On 6/7/68 at _ __..P_,,o.,,,r'--'t..,.a~g.._.e,,__,v....,i,,_,l"'"'l...,e .... ,,__.M..,_1.,,..· s-s .... o,..,u_r...,,i~ file # SL: 44 ... z-7 5 

by -~----!--=-M;;;..a,f~1?=JtB_____,;;.f.:.-: -=R~8ff ..... ~ ...... ~ ....... ~-
nd

_· ---"H=-R=-D_,_/k ___ J ........ r ___ oate di ctqted _6 ___ /_l l.....,/_,..68 ...... __ ,,,_ 

This document <;ontains neither recommendations nor ~onclusions of the F'BI. lt !s the property of the PBI :<1nd is loaned t1;1 
your agency; it and its contents are not to_be distr~buted outside your agency. . 
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He recalled that during thefall of 1967, CREWS had 
appeared at his restaurant one evening and had confided to him 
that he had escaped. CREWS made no.mention of the manner in 
which he had escaped but it appeared to DAILEY that he had 
probably stolen some ·civilian attire from a clothesli~e, as 
he was not in prison garb·. CREWS indicated he had walke9 a 
considerable distanc~ following his escape and had finally 
managed to obtain transportation on a bus bound for St. Louis. 

~DAILEY and CREWS "sat V.P all night talking.n During 
their conversation,.DAILEY attempted, to the best of his ability, 
to convince CREWS to give himself up, but was un$,.uccessful. 
CREWS was nscared to death" and appeared to be an~extremely 
desperate individual. ,It was evident to DAILEY that, unle~s 
CREWS was successful in legitimately obtaining sufficient funds 
to continue his flight, he would undoubtedly upull sQme job 
in which somebody might get hurt. 11 Therefore, DAILEY gave 
him $100. Two or three days thereafter, CREWS was apprehended 
and.returned to the prison. 

DAILEY stated he was well ~ware that his action in 
this regard constituted~ violation of state harboring statutes, 
but he preferred to consider it as uinsurance 0 against some 
innocent person getting hurt. He freely admitted what he had 
doreto members of the St. Louis Police Department. 

Following CREWS' return to the priso~, it became 
apparent he was suffering from terminal cancer. Due to this 
fact, DAILEY has since visit~d him on several occasions and 
has attempted to secure his_ release'\.through Jefferson C:i,.ty 
attorney DAVlD BRANDON. . 

DAILEY stated specifically he had never visited or 
correspond~d with CREWS at the prison prior to CREWS' escape 
and return. 

DAILEY stated positively he had never ~nown or aided 
the subject in any way, and had never been. in a posit :i,on to have 
assisted him in any manner. Neither he nor any member of his 
family have owned, controlled, or enjoyed the use of any rural 
or farm property anywhere, which might be used as a hiding place 
for an escapee, at any time subsequent to subject's escape. 

I 14 
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He expressed the opinion that the subject is 
undoubtedly dead or out of the·country as he would otherwise 
have been found by this time. He mentioned t"i1at the reward 
for subject's apprehension, which he understood had been 
offered by Memphis -businessmen; was of. sufficieµt size to 
cause anyone the subject might have contacted to turn him 
over to the authorities. 

DAILEY further expressed the belief that it would 
be impossible for any prisoner to "simply walk out" with a 
crowd of visitors at the Missouri State Prison without the 
gross negligence or the conviv~nce of priaon guards. 

DAILEY stated he would tmmediately contact the FBI.. . · 1 

in the event any information cQncerning subject or his whereabouts 
comes to his attention.- . 
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1 
Dat41t _.,...,......,M_a_Y....,·,...,_..lS..,...,.., --,--·;t._96__,..8 __ 

Mr. JERRY RAYNES 9 Rural Free Pelivery, Center, 
Missouri, on May 9, 1968 9 advised that ~e pad heard nothing 
whatever from subject. 

Mr. RAYNES volunteered that his sqns JOHN a~d 
JERRY had visited him he believed the night of ~ond~y, 
May 6, 1968, and had departed early on the following mQrning. 
He described them as 9'a couple of idiots 0 ,nd, ~tated tll,at 
most of their visit was spent in arguing. Both were drinking 
heavily. He said JOHN appeared angry with JERRY and 
indicat~d-his resintment as well as that of their Si$ter, 
CAROL PEPPER, of JERRY~s action in having sold Li~~Magazine 
a ~tory about the family which they both agreed liatt'beep. half 
lies. · · 

It was Mr. RAYNES' understanding tp.at JERRY llaci 
received money for ·giving the Life interview and that aucn 
money was being used by him during his visit to St. Louis. 
He indicated his own.personal resentment against JERRY for 
having given the magazine the story. ~ 

Mr. RAYNES stated it was his understanc;li:ng that 
JERRY planned to return to the Chicago area ~oon and that he 
would not spend any further time with him at the farm db.ring 
th:i.s trip. He stated that i\JERRY, is nuts, and there is no 
telling what be will actually don. 

Mr. RAYNES indicated personal resentment of tne 
article which had appeared in LifeaM~~a~~e saying that the 
house in which the family had Trve 1n 1ng, Mjssouri, h~d 
not had a dirt floor when the family liv~d in it as alleged 
by the magazine. Ee stated the ~ouse had not peen in good 
shape but that he had worked hard to improve it. 

Mr. RAYNES stated that he had lived s9me time with 
the children's mother, LUCILLE MAHER, in a conunon~law relationship' 
before their marriage. He was unable to r~call the· date of 
their marriage but did remember th.at they were ma:rrie9, ,by 
a Justice of the P?ace in the State of Flori4a. He r~~alled 
that they had lived for awhile in Tall;tbassee, Fl<;>rida, and 
indicated that the marriage might have occurred there. 

117 

On __ 5_/_9_/_6_8 __ at __ R_FD __ C_e_n_t_e_r_,_M_i_s_s_o_u_r_1._· -~ r ii!' g __ S_L~: __ 4_4_-_7_7_5 ___ _ 

SA WILLIAM R. DUNCAN 
by __ S_A_J_A_M_E_S_A_. _D_U_1 _F_F_EY_' _______ : _P_d_p ___ Oate dictated ____ 5_/_10_/_6_8 __ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI,,, lt •~ the prop~rty of ih~ FBI :cmd is loa~ed ~P 
your agency; 11 and its contents are not to.be distributed outside yo1,1r agency, · · 
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Mr. RAYNES stated he had little formal education 
and experiences considerable difficulty in recalling dates, 
but he was sure that either in the late 192Q's or early 
1930's he was married to the children's mother in Florida 
under the name of JERRY RAYNES or JERRY RAYNS. He stated 
that lack of education was responsible for the two spellings 
he had used of his surname. · · , 

Mr. RAYNES further advised that approximately four 
days prior to the interview some reporter e.~d his companion 
had attempted to force their way into his house but that he 
had refused to talk with them and had ordered them from the 
premises. 

Mr. RAYNES reiterated previous statements that 
he had no contact with and no knowledge or information 
concerning the subject or his .. whereabouts following the subject's 
escape from the Missouri State Penitentiary in 1967. He 
was unable to recall any statements or indications from any 
of his children that they had any further information concerning 
the subject in this regard. · 

Mr. RAYNES was again advised of the provisions 
of the F'ederal Harboring Statute. Re promised he would contact 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation immediately in the event 
he receives any information concerning the subject or his. 
whereabouts. 
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1 
_., May ~o, 1968 

Date __________ _ 

Mr. JERRY RAYNES advised on May 16, 1968, that 
except for his daughter, CAROL PEPPER, who visits'him 
nearly every.;weekend, he has not been in contact with any 
member of hi~ fami

1
ly since the recent visit from ~is·. two 

sons, JOHN arid JERRY RAY. He recalled that h-is son, J,.~RRY, 
had indicated 'his plans to return to the Chi6•go ~~~a ~nd 
he presumes he has done so. He has not seennor heard from 
his son, JOHN, since the visit. He added that his daughter, 
CAROL, visits him almost every weekend when possible and 
brings him such groceries and other necessities as. ar·e· needed 
by him for the week. For this reason,, he seldc:>m, tf e;ver 
leaves his re~idence. · · · · ·· 

., . ' ' :~·;.,_ .. \,~-
' ' ' 

Mr. RAYNES stated that during t~-e -late .. "s!\#nmer 
or early fall of 1967 he had decided to leave S't)1t~~iuis and 
had for some time been looking for a small.acrea,z;e·in a rural 
area. Be had seen a real estate listing for a farm in Ralls 
County priced at $8000. As he did not have that ~uch m6ney 
he had contacted the banker at the Center State ·.aank, center, 
Missouri, concerning· the possibility of ob_tainin1f-a. loan 
to buy the property. During this discussion .the banker had 
indicated the bank planned to sell 46 acres 'sbuth ~f Genter, 
Missouri, at a foreclosure sale at the Court 'Bot.is~· in New 
London p Missouri, and that the bank hoped· to rea·l.f~e '·$3000 
for the property. Mr. RAYNES attended the.sale·.ahd since 
only one other person bid on the property he, was· :able to buy 
it for $2600. He ·used money obtained from the sale of his 
property in St • .Louis to buy thi·s small farm on which. be now 
resides, which consists of 46 acres. In· paying for the place 
he used a $1900 check from CAROL PEPPER and $700 of his own 
money, the surplus being used to pay back taxes. 

Mr. RAYNES stated that he has had no contact with 
the subject directly or indirectly since subject went to prison 
in 1960. Subject never wrote him and since his escape has not 
contacted him. · 

Mr. RAYNES stated that as a matter of pure conjecture, 
since he had no actual knowledge of his own concerning the matter, 
it seemed to him that someone else had used subject.in the KING 
case and that if this was so such individual would probably have 
killed subject following the murder. He was of the opinion 
that subject.as an experienced criminal would know better than 

//.9 

On _5_/_1_6_/_6_8 __ at __ R_F_D_C_e_n_t_e_r_.,_M_i_s_s_o_u_r_i __ - f-ile N __ . ~S..;;;L;;.;.:_· _...;4_4_-_7_7_5 ____ _ 

SA JAMES A. DUFFEY : pdp 5/16/68 
by ______________________ Date dictated---------

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI.· It {s the p,roperty o.f t~e F'BI :and is loaned tQ 
your agency: it and its contents are not to .. be distributed outside your agency. 
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to leave his fingerprints anywhere. Iffe was.of the opinion 
that someone had 9'gotten ton subject following his escape. 

Mr. RAYNES then stated that h~ now recalls that 
during the recent visit of his sons JOHN and JERRYj some 
statement by his son~ JERRY, to the effect that subject 
was in Chicago, Illinois, during the summer of 1967 following 
his escape. Mr. RAYNES was unable to recall anything more 
specific about the statement and admitted that he might have 
misunderstood. He noted that both his sons had b~en drinking 
heavily at the time. · 

Mr.rRAYNES stated that subject had live:d.with his 
mother while he was in St. Louis and that he.knew verYlittle 
about subject. Be was of the opinion that subject would not 
kill anyone unless he was under the influence of narcotics, 
He does not consider the subject smart enough to plan the KING 
murder alone. 

Mr. RAYNES stat~d that he was very fearful of publicity 
and was afraid that Negroes might ~ttack him if hi- relationship 
to subject becomes publicly known. He stated further that · 
during a recent visit from his daughter, CAROL PEPPER, she 
had indicated she had been interviewed by the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation {FBI) and that they had indicated to her the 
possibility that subject might have been in St. Louis following 
his escapeo She has not exhibited to him any knowledge or· 
information as to any knowledge en her part as to subject ts 
whereabouts. 

Mr. RAYNES again stated he would immediately·contact 
the FBI on receipt of any knowledge or information concerning 
subject or his whereabouts. 

The provisions of the Federal Harboring Statute 
were again brought to his attention. 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-302 (Rev, 1·25-60) -DERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGAtl.,,>_' .· 

Date·--'-· _M __ a_y_. ·_2_0_, _1_9_6_8 __ _ 

1. 

Mr. JERRY RAYNES, RFD Cel!ll.ter,.Missol(nri, was:contacted 
and asked concerning the location of bis proper.ty 1n .St. Lou:i.s, 
Missouri, which was sold during the smn:mer of. :.J.9E$7 •. ·· He stated 
this property was locatecl at 1819 Park, althd.'he: soid it to a man 
named ROBINSON whose first name he believes is ARClltE·w);lo resides 
on Hickory Street in St. Louis. :He claimed it .. was an tn·volved 
transaction, that he first had traded his property:Sto ROBINSON 
for a farm and $2,500, but. they h&d changed :th~,:ir:ra~gement and 
he accepted $3,200 for this property. He s:t~~~'g'::h*:?tu:rned · the 
money over to his daughter CAROL for safe k$¢,p:1;,ijg,.)]c He stated 
be did not loan his son JACK $1,000 j burt r'·e~'~~.~~:ttfi~.t.> ];le' <lid . 

C •! 0 .f,~~'j~ ,,.,0 ,..,_ .. f ' -_., • 
loan him $700 through his daughter CAROL~ <,:;:,:;;!:.{ t'?/ ,· · ·.• • 

. " . . . . 

Mr. RAYNES was vag1,1.e about dates· al!id·,~bout ~p~cifici; 
in general. He was questioned twice CQ.limc:ermitimg tJ;tis _and- still 
stated he did not len~ JACK $1,000, rmor aiiy:',m.,oinlef .. directly, but 

• '• - - '••o(,•,,-,•L"-½.1'1:,\•{; ••>~•• •: •,-• ••, : 
all transactions were han,dl~d through CAROL.;j~,~ft--t.-',: .'\i .; .. ·· .. · · . 

·'' /)~i:t~ i;t\;~i~: ..; ., ' . 

' I ',}.f 'I , . . . , . . , . ,..... . ,-:· ',• ,, . : -:- . 

5/20/68 Center, Missouri . , ' ,.:·{;,f;~_;i::~4 ... 775 
On ______ at --------------rile tl- .. ·.~:;'.··:S~>,, . 

. ·:.,.. ,· .. 
~' .c_,'-

SA JAMES A. DUFFEY :bam '. ,,·:, . :.5/20/68 
by ________________ _..,.. _____ Dato didcite4. -'.·.-"---------

This document contains neither recommendations not conclusions ·of the FBI.· It ia the pro;etty,ofth~ FBI. :cmd is loaned i~ 
your agency; it and its contents are not to~be distributed outside your agency. ' ; ;·• · · · · 
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1 Date ___ J_u_n_e_3....;,'----~-9_6_8.,..__ 

Mr. JERRY RAYNES.;_lhiral F.l'e~ Delivery, Center, Missouri, 
stated he has heard nothing from the subject, either directly 
or indirectly, and t·ha~ he is completely unaware of subject's. 
whereabouts. He stated µe has no reason to believe that any 
~ther members of the fam:i.~)1' have any knowledge or informati~n 
as to subject's wh~reabouts. · 

He expressed t~~ opin~on that subject is probably 
dead because in his estimation subjec-t w~uld. have been unable 
to ·evadethe intensive manhunt which has been.underway for him. : . ·, ·.· . ' :' . '. . . . : . ~ . . ' ·• . , . 

. . Mr •. RAYNES'·statecl .that b~cause ne~ men have c~lled 
him at_ all hours of· 'the day and night an~ due to the further· · 
fact he has r~ceived one c.rank..call, he had ca.used his telephone 
number to be changed to the-un1i~ted number - 267-3681. 

. i 

The provi$i<;>iis _pf the Federal Hirboring Statute ... 
were explained to Mr. : RAYN~S and he stated·:; he .:would immediately 
contact the Feqeral Burea~ of Investigation in the event he 
received any informa1;ion as to subject's whereabouts, from any 
source. 

Mr. RAYNES ... statecf· th.at- he is extremely fearful· that 
Negroes might take J;"etaliatory measures against -him 'sho.uld' his 
location and his relationship to subject become publiciy 
known. 

'' , •:. 

5/26/68 Center, Mlssouri ~ SL: 44-775 On -------'-· at ________ ....,..~ __ .........,. ______ rile ,,. __________ _ 

SA JAMES A. PUFFEr :jfb 5/27/68 
by ---'----------....a....:-~----------Date dictated ------.---...... 

This docuroen·t contains neither reco1nniendat~on11 nor ·cohclu111.;n·s of the FBI;· It ts the property of th~ FBI :and ii\ loaned to 
your agency l 1t and its content,; are not to .. ,be distributed outside your agency. 
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l 
pate __ ...;.J_u_n_e_4..:2..., _1_9..;.6_,_8 _ _____, 

Mr. JERRY RAYNES, Rural Free Delivery, Center, 
Missouri, advised on May 29, 1968, th.at. he had no word 
from or about -the subject a~d t~at he had no idea as•to 
subject's ~where_abouts. ' · 

He stated that after hi$ family moved ;1;,om 
Ewing, Missouri, they went tc;> Quincy, Illinq'is, :t:o:ri a ·short 
time but th,at the subject wai; there only a .short ·wbile as 
he went· to live with his grandm9ther MAHER in Alton, 
Illinois. Subject obtained employment with a sho~ company 
tannery in or near Alton and worked there u~iil he entered 
the Army. · Subject was very frugal, saved his money, and 
reportedly had saved up $1400 at the time of his entry into 
military se~vice. He recalled that subject' was ··very shy, 
had no cl.ose friends or asE:;1ociates, and dep~ndeg. on his 
gra.ndmoth'.er_ to . take care of his mon~y as hi!?i,. ~ppa.rent ly !lad 
no use for· banlcs. ' ·. 

Mr. RAYN~S stated that subject had'not-lived with 
him except for a period of apprPximately two weeks in 
Quincy, Illinois, he believed in about 1943~ He thereafter 
had little contact with the subject except for two <:>r three 
meetings with him in St. Louis, Missrouri, in.J\958 or 1959 
when subject lived with his mother and grandmother on Hickory 
Street.in St. Louis, Missouri. -

Mr. RAYNES stated that ~she knew subject he di,d 
not believe he would hurt any~:m~. He expressed· the belief 
that subject l~pked tbe intelligence to plan· -and carry out 
the murder of KING and conjectured that someone·' ha~ proba'Qly 
coached him, payed him, and then after the··:murder killed him. 
He reiterated ~hat in bis estim3ition subject was"'"a shy vrcountryf;i.ecl," 
individual. · 

Mr. RAYNES was asked if the.name LAFAYETTE DILTS 
meant anyt.hing' to him as t,eing an. individual who· might }lave 
lived as·~-· neighbor to th~ family during th'eir ·residence in 
Quincy, Ilfinois, during the 1940 1 so · He sfa·:ted· that the name 
seemed vaguely -familiar but that he was un~ble to recall 
ever having known DILTS. He added that in the event he had 
known DILTS it had been a long time ago :and that he did not 
remember him. 

On __ 5_/_2_9_/_6_8_· _ at __ C_e_n_t_e_r_~_M_i_s_s_o_u_r_i _____ F- i le # __ S_~_: __ 4_4_.-_7_7,....5 ___ .......,..,..._, 
_ -cr:l 

SA JAMES A. DUFFEY : pdp · 5/29/68 by _____________________ ......_,......:·,..__ __ Date dl ctated --------,--.....--....,,.....,. 

This documen·t contains neither recommendations nor conc_luslons ·of the FBI. It is thi. :property of the F13I :cmd ls lOllned io 
your agency; it and its ·contents are not to.,be distributed outside your agency. . ,· . - ' 
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Mr. RAYNES expressed fear that his daughter, 
CAROL PEPPER, might possibly be ill as she had complained of 
a toothache during a brief visit with· him on the previous 
Saturday and he has not heard from her since. During·the 
Saturday visit she told him she wa~ nervous because of 
the publicity attending this case.· · 

Mr. RAYNES stated that CAROL PEPPER h~d never 
at any time giv:en him any indication; that s·he· had ev~r ··been 

• in conta~t with the subject since his escape from the 
Missouri st·ate Penitentiary or that she has _a:riy)';,knowledge 
or information as to his whereabouts. ~- . _ .: 

-- l",, 

: Mr. RAYNES stated. that lie bad read. some publicity 
to the effect th~t subject had l;>ad teeth which he did not 
believe was true. He recalled that subject -had good teeth 
when the _family lived in Ewing 9 Missouri 9 .and Quincy, Illinois, 
but admitted, however, tha.t due to his infrequent contacts 
with subj,ct since that time the subjectvs. teeth could have 
gone bad without his knowledge. · 

The provisions of the Federal Ha_r.boriiig Statnte 
were explained to Mr. RAYNES and he indicat·ed that he wc:>uld 

· never ent~rtain even the slightest notion of harboring the 
subject because in his estimation if subject is alive he is 
probaQly extremely ill mentally and is urgently in need of· 
medical help. He stated positively that in the event any 
information comes to his attention as to the subject's whereabout$ 

le will immediately notify ,the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 
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1 Date __ J_u_n_e_G ___ , _1_9_6_8 __ _ 

Mr. JERRY RAYNES, Rural Fr~e Delivery, Center, 
Missouri, advised he had ,just returned from shopping~ He 
stated he had driven to New London, Missouri, fo:r ,"this. 
purpose as he also wanted to pay his electric bill. He 
e:x;plained that he has heard nothing about the subject. He 
statect hi~f ·daughter, CAROL PEPPER, had not visi tE:)d him since 
she was ill two weeks ago, and therefore, he had been forced 
to do some shopping for himself. 

Mr. Ii.AYNES was told that .a recheqk of Florida 
Marriage records under the riame~ RAY, RAYNES, and ~AYN~ had 
failed t"o reflect his marriage tliere to LUCILLE MAHER. He 

~stated he could not Underst~rid that and again indicated they 
were married near Jacksonville by a Justice of the Peace. 

Mr.· RAYNES stated that he has not been contacted • 
by any member of. his family e·xcept CAROL,· since JACK and 
JERRY visited._h~m.a mon~h ~gq .. _, .. ,y·. 1 '"i """.T .c,. 1• 

He has not received ans: ,word dj,rectly from ori;Jin­
directly about the subject. -He again expressed 1the feeL\ng 
that subject was: 11 µ.s~d_w! in the plot to kill,,Dr, .. K~NG aiµci · r, 
after the shqoting subJE!ct:~a9.be:en killed,b~ whoever. ma$ter­
minded the KING killing. Her-was. of tqe ,opj.nion that subject-; 
is probably. c;l~_acL-or he would .have, been apprehended by this. 
time •.. He stated he did not. consider subject to possess sci:ffi-:­
cient 'intelligence to so successfully evade capture for this 
length of time, were he alive. 

6/3/68 at __ .C_e_n_t_e_r_.....,, ,,....;M,...,.,e,....· _o_u_r_i_· ____ rile fl _--=.S=L--=4-=4_-.:..7.:...7..::..5 ____ _ 
·r ·•· . 
. , . .[ .. 

by ___ S_A_J_A_M_E_S_A_._D_U_F_FE_· _Y_/_l_e_h _______ Oato dic:tated _6~/;...;4::.!:/...::6:;.;:8::...,.._ ___ _ 

This document contains neither recomlilendations nor conclusions of the FBI.· It is the property of th~ FBI ;and ia lextQed ti;> 
your agency; 11 and its contents are not to .. _be distributed outside your agency. 
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Date ___ 6_-_1_3_-_6_8 ___ _,___ 

Mr. JERRY RAYNES, R. F. D., Center, Missouri; on 
June 6, 1968, was recontacted. 

He stated he had bee·n in contact ·with ·his daughter, 
CAROL PEPPER, St. Louis, by" telephone on June 5, 1968, and she 
stated she had been unable to obtain any inf,ormation as t.o 
the whereabouts of the subject. She stated .she planped to . 
visit him this weekend, and would bring any 'groceries he might. 
need. 

Mr~ RAYNES stated that he has no .fdea where subject 
might be. He expressed the opinion that subject would· not con­
tact him in any :eve,nt. He mentioned the assassination of 
Senator ROBERT KENNEDY, stating it "was a terrible thing" and 
SHIRAHAN SHIRAID\N.'should be executed for this act. He also 
stated that if _a,ub'Ject is guilty)) heshould be executep-also,. 
as the KING murdei? was the same kind of crime. He. also ·men- " 
tioned the hear·faclte SHIRAUAN had brought on not only the 
KENNEDY family/·b-u1f-on the killer's own relatives. He· stated __ 
that all recent killings appear to him to be part of a plan by 
some evil persons .. 

Mr. RAYNES stated he would. immediately 1.1otify the FBI 
in the event any information concerning su'bj~ct oi\.his whereabouts 
comes to his attention.·. 

On 6-6-68. ~t __ ..;C;..;:;e..::;n;_t~e=r'--.'--"'M=i=s ... s::...;o::...;u=r"-'1=-· __ ___.-- rile· ti SL 44-77 5 

! - by SA JAMES A-~ DUFFEY /ral Date di ei~ted. _G_-_7_-_6_8 _____ _ 

This documen·t c~nt~ins ne1ther recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It ts the .. property of the·FBl :qnd is loari:e·cl:~~ · .' 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency, · · 

1 ., 
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1 Date _____ 6_-_2_0_-6_8 __ _ 

MR. JERRY RAYNES advised he was a:wa~re subjec.t had been 
arrested in. England as he had gotten this irM~ws on television. 

MR,.• RAYNES stated he h&d nothing to add to that which he 
had already toldo He stated he bas had !mo direct or :lndirect contact 
with subject for yearso He added he and subject have never been close 
and subject has never discussed his p~oblems or plans with him. 

MR.,' RAYNES st~ted as ~:r as he knows, JOHN is still in 
St. Louiso He further stated he has heard-no talk, nor has he 'l:)een 

- contacted for money to send JOHN to England to assist Subject. He 
added such a gesture would be futile ~nd a waste of time and money. 

- -

He stated CAROL PEPPER h.ad call.ed him.on. several occasions 
since subject's l!tl'!'est, . but never menti(oimed JOF...N, Ol' any collection. 
He said she was bitter because of t~e harassment she and h~r husband 
-ar.e get_ting from members of vari~Jfl'J.S news media who have photographed 
their home and talked with all their neighbors. 

He stated someone attempted to contact him_on Mon<Clay. 
This person took pi~tur~s of lrrdLs h.10>u.se a-imd wainited to interview him, 
bu.t he 1•efu.se«ll a~d cc:rrder~d. tl,1<e1 m@im ©f f lm'-i.S- l~i.md ~ 

MR. RAYNES was asked :ilf h.e kll!e~J subject had visited :i.n 
Canada in 1967. He said he did not. He was asked if subject had -
any friends or assooiates in· -~nada, ~!!1d he stated it was possible 
but he does not k~ow of aID!y ·coimraect:!i.omi subje«::t would h~:~e thex-e e-

6-14-68 SL_: 44-775 

On _______ at ---------------- file 'fl.--------.;;._ __ _ 
SA JAMES Ao DUFFEY :wma 

by _ Date dictated . 
- _ - 12.7 . - ·., -

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclus.lotis of the FBI, It -1.s the property of the FBI :~nd is loaned to 
your agency; it and- its contents are not to __ be distributed out13ide your agency. ' '· 
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RAY FATHER= JERRY RAYNES 

Th~ following investigati~n was cc~ducted by, SA's 
ROBERT A. HESS and PATRICK w9 BRADLEY: 

Mrs. DELIA ROBINSON, 1826 Hick~ry Street, St. Louis, 
Missouri, advised that she is the wife of ARCBlE L. ROBINSON, 
who·purchased the property at 1819 Park Avel!llue approximately 
one year ag~. · 

She made av&il~ble a General W~rr~~ty Deed.which 
reflects that JERRY RAYNS, a single ma.111 @f time City of St. 
Louis, sold to ARCHIE L:-ROBINSON fiUlld !'mis wife, DELIA. ROBINSON, 
property in City Block #484, known as 1819 Park Avenue, for 
$100 and other valuable good~ and consideration; This General 
Warranty Deed wilts dated M~rch 28, 1967, :&nd rec@:rded on that 
date in Bo~k #8141, paga 479, Rec~rder @£ De@ds Office, City 
cf St. L«»UlliS. 

Mrs.. ROBINSON sta tied tlhla t sh.e is :m@t stire .:~f the 
exact transaction that tc@k place inasmuch as her hu~band 
handled the business matters. She ncted th~.ii't sbe'wa~0,·acqua.i·nted 
with JERRY RA YNES pr i(())r t@' tlmce purchase <Of·· th.at prcperty , h@w­
ever, w~s nct acquai~ted wit~ ~ny @f ~is f~ily ait1m~ughs'hl.e 
understood he had s<0>me ~~ilidren. Sh® ~bserwed phct@graphs cf 
JAMES EARL RAY and indi~~ted he w~s c@m~letely unfu~liar t~ 
ber. · ··- '. ~--~-

. . 

. On May 21, 1968, ARC!!IXE Lo R(()lBINS(Q)N was· .. intlerviewed 
in the vicinity of 1819 Park Aven~e, St.. L©>uis, Miss10>uri.. He 
stated that with regard to the p~rc~ase ~f the property at 
1819 Park Avenue from JERRY. RAYNES, that immediately·,prior to 
transfer of the title lble gave JERRY RAYNES $2;00HO' in:,;c"~sh and 
they were to transfer a piece <0>f prlOlperty he· @wins at''~Naylor, 
Missouri, to JERRY RAYNES. However, prior t@ th.e "conswn~a tion 
of the transfer of the property at Nayl@r, RAYNES~wanted to 
know how much cash ROBINSON wc»qnid give . to mak~ · it• a ~ftraight 
cash deal instead of trallilsferriimg time pr@perty·. · ·Mr; · ROBINSON 
offered him $500 and they tb.eim c@mide~ed t~e deal cl<0>sed with ~­
no transfer of the Nay1t0:ir i'9)rlO>perty being xnade. He noted thi$ 
made a total cash paym.~_llllt @f $2, 5@0 9 amid. this was;. completed on 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




