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not attend school after she moved to St. Louis but had various
jobs including a period of employment at Kresge's, a dime -
store, located on Pelmar Boulevard, Unlversity City, Missouri,
no longer in existence. She is not .now, employed. . Her last ~
employment having been by the Catholic Archdiocese in"St. Louis
as a teacher in the Head Start Program which was conducted at
St. Joseph's School on South 12th.. Street in St. Louis. The
later employment was for a period of about one year during the
latter’ part of the residence of Mr, and Mrs., PEPPER at 712a
Shenandoah, St. Louis, from which address they moved to their
present address in the ~ Maplewood in about October, 1967.. .

- Somatzme after Mrs. ' PEPPER came to St..Louis. af. the

_age of 16 years to reside with her father, hermother also came

to St. Louis and resided with Mrs. PEPPER's maternal grand-
mother, MARY MAHER, at 1913 Hickory, St. Louis. Mrs. PEPPER
however, did not at any time actually resideé in St. Louis

with her mother, although she occaszonally spent. brief periods.
of time with her mdher at the.mother's address. .. After. the ...
death of Mrs. PEPPER'S. moethexr 'in early 1961, Mrs..PEPPER did, ..

‘reside for a perlod of a .few months with her grandmother Mrs, -

MAHER, in St. Louis, until MrS. PEPPER was married in St. Louis

to ALBERT B. PEPPER in. Decemba3;1961. P AN AT IR

) NS

, “ - ﬁiﬁ iﬁd her husband have two children, A

. After subject JAMES EARL RAY,,was arrested and con- -
victed. on the .charge, for which he was sent to the Missouri State

‘Penitentiary, Mrs. PEPPER has not.ever seen.him again on any

occasion, For a time after he went to the penitentiary she
did. write letters to him on. behalf of her grandmother Mrs..
and used “the latters name in.the. ldters and she.con-..
tinued.this practice after the death of the .grandmother in
1963, continuing ‘to..use the name of. Mrs. MARY MAHER, who was.

.an approved correspondent of subject's in the penitentlary.

Mrs. PEPPER estimates that after the death. of her, grandmother

- she probably wrote no more than thrée or four letters to the -

subJect at the penitentiary.. She is unable to recall the
last such letter .she wiote to him but the last time may have
been as late as the. early part of 1967. She occasionally
received a letter from subject while he was in .the peniten-
tiary and believes she’ received no- more than two or three

‘letters from him. Mrs. PBPPER dld not ever visit subject at
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- On the previous evening, CHRIS CONDON reported photo-
graphs and news concerning the Grape Vine Tavern owned by her
and operated by her brother, JOHN LARRY RAY, at St. Louwis. She
" believes this news c@verage is very unf&ir t@ herself and to
her brother, JOHN. :

At one point she- commemted that it is rather dis-
couraging to know that she and many @ther people are paying
through taxes the expenses for a represemtative of the United
States Govermment to travel to London, Emngland, in behalf of
the Govermment for presecution of her brother when she person-
ally does not have money emough to afford to go there also.
She said it might be possible if she Had money to “help im
his defense” in referring to her brother , JAMES EARL RAY, but
she did not comment further, She emﬁm&s&z@d she has absolutely
no information- pertmﬁnxng t@ hiss activiﬁnes within the past
several years, .

She became sad and tearful in recalling incidents _
of her childhood, memti@ming that a C@th@lxc children®s home,
nod @%@@rwise 1demtified was wr@mg in takimg £rom h@r m@th@r

: DUSLL, Wi .04 ARG Who %ives im the
&hac&g@, Iilinois, area, since B@ZZY'B fmneral. Her mother,
of course, was an alc@h@lic. o

Her husband, ALBERT P@PPER h@s im&icated to her
he believes they shonld obtain a gun 6f some kind "for protection®
in view of recent publicity, She is afraid that Negroes may s
attempt to harm them, Sheé personally ‘directed JOBK RAY to close
the taverm for a few days. JOHN RAY, she believes is at home,
She talked to him by telephone when he called her from the
tavern where he had stopped for a few minutes on June 12, 19868,
She does not know when the tavern will reopen,

144

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-302 (Rev. 1-25-60) !DERAL BUREAU OF IINVESTIGATK,

i

Date 6/25/68

JOHN LARRY RAY was interviewed outside the Grapevine
Tavern, Illinois and Arsenal Avenue, at which time he stated he
had been closed the entire previous week for the safety of the
patrons of the tavern, since on one occasion earlier in the week
three car loads of Negros were reported to be observing the tavern,
~He indicated that he had also been hiding. from reporters but would
not reveal the loecation where he had taken refuge.

- RAY 1nﬁicated he had opened thms bar this date for business
as usual and NAOMI REGAZZI is currently working as barmaid for him,
JOHN RAY stated there was no truth in regards to newspaper accounts
of him having received a telephone c¢all from Canada and stated that
he does not know anyone in Canada, He indicated that he believed
the telephone at the Grapevine Tavern is tapped and that the FBI
and other law enfercement agencies would probably be aware of all
.of his phome calls, He did not specifically state that he believed

~the FBK was responsible for tapping his phone,

RAY also stated that he has had no contact from his brother,

JAMES EARL RAY, and he further has no intentions of going to London,
England, to see "him, He commented that hé doubted if he could get

- @& passport for such a trip., He further denied that he has at this

- time retained any lawyer for his brother, RAY did state that he
has written to his brother in London and told him to get in touch
with his sister, CAROL PEPPER, if he needs anything as CAROL is the

- one who is most accessible, "He provided his brother with CAROL'
current address and telephone number.

_ RAY was again questloned_regarding source of income for
his brother at which time he stated that his brother never had any
-real needs for money as he was always able to pick it up by ways of
burglaries or robberies during his travels, He indicated this was,

" of course, the reason why he was sentenced to the Missouri State
. Penitentxary.

RAY indlcated that he had recently sold his Thunderbxrd
.automebile and . had purchased a 1963, four-door, white colored
Chrysler for $500 from a private 1ndividu§1 .

: RAY stated that his brother JERRY RAY had arrived in St
Louis on the previous day from Chicago, Illinois, and stayed last
night with his sister, CAROL PEPPER, RAY stated that JERRY was at
the time of interview inside the tavern and stated he wanted to. talk
to the 1nterv1ew1ng agent ‘

on 6/1?/68 at St, Louis, Missouri _ pile # SL 44775
by -SA ROBERT A, HESS:hev @(o Dah dictated 6,/21/68
* ' This document contains neither recommendqtlons nor, cc{nclusions of the FBI. It 4s the property of the FBI :and is loaned tg

your agency; it and its contents dre not to be distrlbmed outside your agency,
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