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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Jackson, Mississippi 39205

In Reply, Please Re
File No. erte July "11, 1968

JAMES EARL RAY;
DR, MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR, -
VICTIM

Reference Raymond Curtis interview in County
Jail, at Dalton, Georgia.

On July 5, 1968, the current telephone directory
and the current city directory were examined. No listings
were found in either directory under the name of Willett.

Chief of Police Marion Brown, Vicksburg,
Mississippi, Police Department, advised on July 5, 1968,
that he did not know anyone in the Vicksburg, Mississippi,
vicinity by the name of Willett. He did fote that he has
occasionally seen trucks pulling heavy equlpment for oil
riggings passing through Vicksburg containing’ the name of
W. 0. (Red) Willett painted on the side of the trucks. The
headquarters of this organization is shewn at an unrecalled
location in the State of Louisiana,

Detective Captain Roy Redditt, Vicksburg Police
Department, was unable to furnish any additional information
concerning a (First Name Unknown) Willett in the Vicksburg,
Mississippi, area.

/g/ 7{[__1_/JJ
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JAMES EARL RAY;
DR, MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. -
VICTIM -

John Edwards, Identification Bureau, Vicksburg
Police Department, advised on July 5, 1968, that his records
indicate one A. M. Willett, a white male, age 40, of
Tallulah, Louisiana, was arrested on November 24, 1952,
on a charge of drunk driving. He was fined $50. The file
contains no additional information concerning this arrest.

John Edwards also indicated that his files
reveal that one R. D. Willette, a white male, age 35, of
the Circle Lake Apartments, Vicksburg, Mississippi, was
arrested on November 10, 1952, on a charge of drunk driving
and that he was fined $50. No other information was contained
in the record concerning this arrest.

Sheriff Paul Barrett, Warren County Sheriff's
Office, advised that his records concerning prior arrests
are incomplete, but that he does not recall an individual
from this area by the name of Willett.

~ On July 5, 1968, Mrs. Edna Cole, Manager, Credit
Burzau of Vicksburg, Emmich Building, Vidksburg, Mississippi,
advised that her records contained the following information:

A. H. Willett, Jr., has been known to the Credit
Bureau since March, 1959. This individual resides at
116 South Cedars Street, Tallulah, Louisiana. He previously
resided at 700 LaSalle Street, Tallulah, Louisiana., As of
March, 1959, he was employed as a Sales Manager by the
Tallulah Motor Company. His credit record has been satisfactory.

Mrs. Cole stated the file indicates August H. -
Willett, III, has been known to the file since February,
1967. He resides at 100 North Lincoln Street, Tallulah,
Louisiana,. receiving mail at Post Office Box 221, He is

2
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JAMES EARL RAY; :
DR: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. -
VICTIM

employed as an automobile salesman by the Lamar T. Loe
Motor Company, Tallulah; Louisiana. His date of birth

is given as | He is single, and is renting
at his residence. He has been in the United States Army
Reserve, his military service expiring on March 1, 1967.
The file indicates his father 'is August H. Willett Jr.,
also an employee of the Lamar T. Loe Motor Company. An
uncle is shown as Adrian Willett, Tallulah, Louisiana.

A credit report was prepared for "Phllllps .1 Kansas City,
Missouri, on February 11, 1967. His credit has been
satisfactory. |

An unsatisfactory account, a repossession, was
reported by Southern Trailer Distributors, Vicksburg,
Mississippi, Highway 61, South, on May 26, 1967, for one
Franklin Willett, Beldon, Mississippi.

The files of the Credit Bureau contained, for
reference purposes, the name J. 0. Willett Pipeline Company,
Monroe, Louisiana. - The company is shown as being organized
in September, 1959, and its President as L. W. Bobbs.

Paul J. Dennis, Vice-President, Vicksburg Mid
River Service, Incorporated, advised on July 5, 1968, that
(First Name Unknown) Willett owned a houseboat known as
the "Nell Willie," a diesel-powered ship capable of travel
on the Mississippi. (First Name Unknown) Willett was
described as an elderly man who was crippled and used a
cane. He and his wife, whose name is believed to be Nell,
took vacation trips on his houseboard approximately twice
a year, securing the services of a Mississippi River pilot
to operate the boat for them. (First Name Unknown) Willett
is beliesved to have been a resident of the State of Arkansas
and to have docked his houseboat at the Greenville,
Mississippi, Yacht Club.
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JAMES EARL RAY;
DR, MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR, -
VICTIM L

Mr. Dennis advised on July 9, 1968, that he does
not know any individual in the vicinity of Vicksburg,
Mississippi, who is known as ''Mississippi.' He stated
that he had made inquiry among his employees and other
individuals who are familiar with the people who frequent
the Vicksburg waterfront and those who travel on the
Mississippi River, and that he was unable to find anyone
having knowledge of an individual known as "Mississippi."

John B. Sanders, Boat .Captain of the Sprague,
advised that he is familiar with most of the individuals
who frequent the Vicksburg waterfront. He stated he does
not know of any person in this area who has the nickname
'"Mississippi." '

- Willie Smith, a Negro male employee of the
Greenville, Mississippi, Yacht Club, advised on July 5,
1968, that the correct name of the houseboat is the
'Nell Willis" and that it was owned by a (First Name
Unknown) Willis, who died about two or three years ago.
Nell Willis, wife of (First Name Unknown) Willis, is still
living and residing in or around Pine Bluff, Arkansas.

Following the death of Mr. Willis, the houseboat
was sold to Sonny (Last Name Unknown), a member of the
Memphis, Tennessee, Yacht Club, who is believed to be a
Mississippi River pilot.

Willie Smith advised that Mr. Willis was always
considerate of Negroes and gave no indication of anti-Negro
sentiments. :

, This document contains neither recommendations
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI
and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not
to be distributed outside your agency.’

L%
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Jackson, Mississippi 39205

;rzlfgr:;y, Please Refer to Ju ].y 11 , 1968

JAMES EARL RAY;
- DR, MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. -
VICTIM

Reference Raymond Curtis interview in County
Jail, at Dalton, Georgia. :

On July 5, 1968, the current telephone directory
and the current city directory were examined. No listings
were found in either directory under the name of Willett.

Chief of Police Marion Brown, Vicksburg,
Mississippi, Police Department, advised on July 5, 1968,
that he did not know anyone in the Vicksburg, Mississippi,
vicinity by the name of Willett. He did note that he has
occasionally seen trucks pulling heavy equipment for oil
riggirgs passing through Vicksburg containing the name of
W. 0. (Red) Willett painted on the side of the trucks. The
headquarters of this organization is shown at an unrecalled
location in the State of Louisiana.

Detective Captain Roy Redditt, Vicksburg Police
Department, was unable to furnish any additional information
concerning a (First Name Unknown) Willett in the Vicksburg,
Mississippi, area.

P >
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JAMES- EARL RAY;
DR, MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR, -
VICTIM |

John Edwards, Identification Bureau, Vicksburg
- Police Department, -advised on July 5, 1968, that his records
indicate one A. M. Willett, a white male, age 40, of
Tallulah, Louisiana, was arrested on November 24, 1952,

on a charge of drunk driving. He was fined $50. The file
contains no additional information concerning this arrest.

John Edwards also indicated that his files
reveal that one R. D. Willette, a white male, age 35, of
the Circle Lake Apartments, Vicksburg, Mississippi, was
arrested on November 10, 1952, on a charge of drunk driving
and that he was fined $50. No other information was contained
in the record concerning this arrest.

Sheriff Paul Barrett, Warren County Sheriff's
Office, advised that his records concerning prior arrests
are incomplete, but that he does not recall an individual
from this area by the name of Willett.

o

~ On July 5, 1968, Mrs. Edna Cole:, Manager, Credit

Burcau of Vicksburg, Emmich Building, Vicksburg, Mississippi,
advised that her records contained the following information:

A. H. Willett, Jr., has been known to the Credit
Bureau since March, 1959. This individual resides at
116 South Cedars Street, Tallulah, Louisiana. He previously
resided at 700 LaSalle Street, Tallulah, Louisiana, As of
March, 1959, he was employed as a Sales Manager by the
Tallulah Motor Company. His credit record has been satisfactory.

: Mrs. Cole stated the file indicates August H, -
Willett, III, has been known to the file since February,
1967. He resides at 100 North Lincoln Street, Tallulah,
Louisiana, receiving mail at Post Office Box 221. He is

2
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JAMES EARL RAY;
DR, MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. -
VICTIM

employed as an automobile salesman by the Lamar T. Loe
Motor Company, Tallulah; Louisiana. His date of birth

is given as | | He is single, and is renting
at his residence. He has been in the United States Army
Reserve, his military service expiring on March 1, 1967.
The file indicates his father 'is August H. Willett, Jr.,
also an employee of the Lamar T. Loe Motor- Company. An
uncle is shown as Adrian Willett, Tallulah, Louisiana,

A credit report was prepared for ”Phllllps '"" Kansas City,
Missouri, on February 11, 1967. His credit has been

satisfactory.

An unsatisfactory account, a repossession, was
reported by Southern Trailer Distributors, Vicksburg,
Mississippi, Highway 61, South, on May 26, 1967, for one
Franklin Willett, Beldon MlSSlSSlppl.

The flles of the Credit Bureau contalned for
reference purposes, the name J, 0. Willett Plpellne Company,
‘Monroe, Louisiana. The company is shown as being organized
in September, 1959, and its President as L. W. Bobbs.

Paul J. Dennis, Vice- Pre31dent Vicksburg Mid
River Service, Incoxporated "advised on July 5, 1968, that
(First Name Unknown) Willett owned a houseboat known as
the '"Nell Willie,' a diesel-powered ship capable of travel
on the Mississippi. (First Name Unknown) Willett was
described as an elderly man who was crippled and used a
cane. He and his wife, whose name is believed to be Nell,
took vacation trips on his houseboard approximately twice
a year, securing the services of a Mississippi River pilot
to operate the boat for them.  (First Name Unknown) Willett
is believed to have been a resident of the State of Arkansas
and to have docked his houseboat at the Greenville,
Mississippi, Yacht Club.
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JAMES "EARL RAY;
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. -
VICTIM ' .

Mr. Dennis advised on July 9, 1968, that he does
not know any individual in the vicinity of Vicksburg,
Mississippi, who is known as 'Mississippi.' He stated
that he had made inquiry among his employees and other
individuals who are familiar with the people who frequent
the Vicksburg waterfront and those who travel on the
Mississippi River, and that he was unable to find anyone
having knowledge of an individual known as '"Mississippi."

John B. Sanders, Boat Captain of the Sprague,
advised that he is familiar with most of the individuals
who frequent the Vicksburg waterfront. He stated he does
not know of any person in this area who has the nickname
'"Mississippi." ' |

~ Willie Smith, a Negro male employee of the
Greenville, Mississippi, Yacht Club, advised on July 5,
1968, that the correct name of the houseboat is the
'"Nell Willis'" and that it was owned by a (First Name |
Unknown) Willis, who died about two or three years ago.
Nell Willis, wife of (First Name Unknown) Willis, is still
living and residing in or around Pine Bluff, Arkansas,

Following the death of Mr. Willis, the houseboat
was sold to Sonny (Last Name Unknown), a member of the
Memphis, Tennessee, Yacht Club, who is believed to be a
Mississippi River pilot.

Willie Smith advised that Mr. Willis was always
considerate of Negroes and gave no indication of anti-Negro
sentiments. :

_ This document contains neither recommendations
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI
and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not
to be distributed outside your agency.

4%
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FD-36 {Rev. 5-22-64)

Transmit the following in

FBI
Date: 7/11/68

(Type in plaintext or code)

ATRTEL ATRMATL
: : (Priority)

DIRECIOR, FBI (44-38861)

SAC, JACKSON (157-9586)

MURKIN

Re Bureau airtel, dated 7/5/68 .and Jackson airtel
to the Buresu, dated 7/5/68 S :

Fnclosed herewith for the Burcecau are 11 copies
of an LHY,

Enclosed herewith for Kansas City are two copies
each of the following:

An LHM

Atlanta teletype to Bureau and Jacksen, 7/3/68
Jackson airtel to Bureau, 7/5/68

Bureau airtel to Jackson, 7/5/68.

One copy of this airtel and LHM is being directed
te Little Rock and Memphis for information.

= Bureau (Enc. 11) (RM)
2 4 Kanses City (Enc. S)Q}RM)
1 - Little Rock (Enc., 1) "(Info) (RM)
1 - Memphis (¥nc. 1) (Info) (RM)

JGW:bal
(9

Approved:

2 - Jackson
e,
S
:

Special Agent in Charge
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JN 1579586

ADMINISTRATIVE:

UACB, additional inquiry is not being made in
regard to information obtained from the Vicksburg, Miss.,
Credit Bureau, and the Vicksburg Police Department, concerning
individuals who have the last name of WILLETT, as no
information was contained in the file indicating that these
individuals are now or were connected with Mississippi River
Transportation, either by profession or for entertainment.

LEADS . (UACB) :

KANSAS CITY DIVISION

AT JEFFERSON CITY, MISSOURI

1, Will review the records of the Missour State
Penitentiary to determine if an-inmate by the name of (FNU)
WILLETT, aka Mississippi, from Vicksburg, Miss., was
incarcerated at the Penitentiary sometime following the
death of JOHN F, KENNEDY.

2, Should a record of (FNU) WILLETT be located,
will obtain complete background information and set out leads
to have this individual interviewed concerning the allegations
made by RAYMOND CURTIS.
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F-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

FBI
Date: 7/11/68

)

Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

S P S

ATRTEL ATIRMATIL
) (Priority)

DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, JACKSON (157-9586)

SUBJECT: MURKIN

Re Bureau airtel, dated 7/5/68 and Jackson airtel
to the Bureau, dated 7/5/6 - ' A \

Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are 11 copies
of an LHY,

Enclosed herewith for Kansas City are two copies

each of the following:

An_THHM /

Atlanta teletype to Bureau and Jackson, 7/3/68
!

Jackson airtel to Bureau, 7/5/68 /.
Bureau airtel to Jackson, 7/5/68.

One copy of this airtel and LHM is being directed
to Little Rock and Mewmphis for information.

3 - Bureau (Enc. 11) (RM)

& > Kansas City (Enc. 8) (RM)

1 - Little Rock (Enc. 1) (Info) (RM)
1 - Memphis (Enc. 1) (Info) (RM)

2 - Jackson

JGW:bal

o)

YA

Approved:

Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




JN 157-9586

ADMINISTRATIVE:

UACB, additional inquiry is not being made in
regard to information obtained from the Vicksburg, Miss.,
Credit Bureau, and the Vicksburg Police Department, concerning
individuals who have the last name of WILLETT, as no
information was contained in the file indicating that these
individuals are now or were connected with Mississippi River
Transportation, either by profession or for entertainment.

LEADS . (UACB) :

KANSAS CITY DIVISION

AT JEFFERSON CITY,-MISSOURI

1. Will review the records of the Missour State
Penitentiary to determine if an-inmate by the name of (FNU)
WILLELT, aka Mississippi, from Vicksburg, Miss., was
incarcerated at the Penitentiary sometime following the
death of JOHN F. KENNEDY. f

2, Should a record of (FNU) WILLETT be located,
will obtain complete background information and set out leads
to have this individual interviewed concerning the allegations
made by RAYMOND CURTIS.
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

SAC, KANSAS CITY (L4u4~760) pate: 7/18/68

FROM : SA JAMES B, KELLY

SUBJECT: MURKIN

Oon 7/11/68, CLAUDE.MJRPHY, rural route, Conway Springs,

Kansas, advised that on 9/17/67 an individual closely resembling the
photograph of JAMES EARL RAY that appears on I. O, number 4182, had
come to his farm seeking employment, He stated that the man had given
his name as JAMES McBBIDE. The man had stated that SAM ROWE, Sumner
County Agent, Wellington, Kansas had referred him to MURPHY. The man
had expressed a desire to earn $50.00 to use in paying expenses to
California to visit his wife and 13 year old daughter that were living

somewhere 1in California.

He had hired McBRIDE as a laborer and had put him to picking
and loading apples. McBRIDE had been a good worker and had appeared to
know how to go about picking, packing, and loading fruit, He had paid
McBRIDE at the end of the day on 9/1/67 and McBRIDE had left his farm
to travel to Wichita, Kansas. On 9/2/67, McBRIDE had returned to his
home at around 9:30 or 10:00 A, M., bearing cuts, scratbhes, and bruises.,
McBRIDE had claimed that the injuries were sustained in an automobile
accident at Wichita, Kansas on the previous night, and that the reason
for being late in returning had been that he (McBRIDE) had been requir-
ed to appear in Municipal court as a witness. MURPHY staté&éd that the
injuries appeared to be the type that would more likely have been obtain-
ed in a fight, but that he had not pursued tlie matter with McBRIDE.

McBRIDE had worked the remainder of the day on 9/2/68 and
had gone to bed in the bunk house occupied by RALPH POTTER, a full-time
employee of MURPHY. At approximately 4:00 A, M., 9/3/68, McBRIDE had
gotten up and left the premises and has not returned, A short time
after McBRIDFE had left, POTTER discovered that two twenty dollar bills
and one ten dollar bill were missing from his billfold, On Monday,
9/4/68, he had notified the Sumner County Sheriff's Department, Welling-
ton, Kansas, of the theft of the $50.00.

He described McBRIDE as follows:

NAME JAMES McBRIDE
RACRE White

2 - Kansas City

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan

5010-108-01%
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AGE 30 to 34

HEIGHT 5'-10"

WEIGHT 175

BUILD Husky, chubby

CLOTHING Dirty white T-shirt, dark trousers,
cowboy boots

HAIR Dark

He stated that McBRIDE had no additional clothing and no
luggage. McBRIDE was driving a white and black 1957 to 1960 Chrysler
product; possibly a 1959 Plymouth; that was apparently in very poor
mechanical condition,

Mrs. CLAUDE MURPHY and RALPH POTTER both agreed with the
above description with the exception that they were of the opinion
that McBRIDE had brown eyes. Mrs, MURPHY was of the opinion that
McBRIDE could not be over 32 years of age and was possibly of Jewish
or Syrian extraction, POTTER stated that McBRIDE appeared to be fami-
liar with fruit picking and appeared to be of Mexican extraction, He
was of the opinion that McBRIDE was in his early 30s.

On 7/12/68, EVELYN COCHRAN, Clerk Records Division, Wichita
Police Department, and CATHY LIPSEY, Reporter, Wichita Credit Bureau,
212 S. Market, each advised that a search of their respective records
was negative for any record identifiable with the name JAMES MEBRIDE.
COCHRAN advised that she had made a specific search of records to as-
certain the possibility of McBRIDE having been involved in an accident
during the month of September, 1967, either as a driver or passenger,

and that this search was negative., JAN O'HARA, Deputy, Records Divi-
sion, Sedgwick County Sheriff's Department, advised that a search of
records was negative for any record identifiable with the name JAMES
McBRIDE, |

On 7/15/68, SAM ROWE, County Agricultural Agent, Sumner
County, Sumner County Courthouse, Wellington, Kansas, advised that
he does recall referring an individual to the CLAUDE MURPHY farm on
9/1/67, and later being advised that this individual had stolen $50,00
from MURPHY's hired hand, He stated that he had only seen the indivie-
dual for a period of possibly five minutes and had understood the man
to state that he was familiar with picking fruit, MURPHY had been
looking for someone to assist in harvesting apples, so ROWE had mention=-
ed this to the individual. The man had stated that he had been in the
Wellington area previously and was familiar with the location of Conway
Springs, so had not required extensive directions to reach the MIRPHY
farm,

He viewed a popy of I. O, number 4182 and stated that he could
not recall that the individual had particularly resembled the photograph
of JAMES EARL RAY appearing thereon, He stated that he does not recall
what name the man was using and could not describe the man other than
that he was very dark, having a dark complexion, dark hair, and dark
eyes. He had been under the impression that the man was an itenerant
farm worker,
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L4 -760

Oon 7/15/68, BRAD CLUM, Deputy Sheriff, Sumner Couhty,
Wellington, Kansas, advised that he does recall having made an investi-
gation at the CLAUDE MURPHY farm on 9/4/67, pertaining to the theft of
$50,00 from MURHPY's hired hand., He stated that he had been unable to
locate any record of this investigation, but that he is sure that he
had written a report at the time of the investigation, He can recall
only that MURPHY had hired an individual to assist with picking and
shipping apples and that the individual had stolen the money from a
hired hand and apparently left the area., He recalled that the man had
been described as a dark complexioned individual, possibly a Mexican.,.

Based on the descriptions of McBRIDE as being in his early
30s, having dark eyes, and complexion and appearance of a Syrian or
Mexican; and the fact that other information available indicates that
JAMES EARL RAY was in possession of an automobile completely different
in make, model, and appearance of that in possession of McBRIDE, no
further investigation is being conducted in an effort to identify JAMES
McBRIDE with JAMES EARL RAY.
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.8

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

SAC, KANSAS CITY (4k=760) oae: 7/18/68

1
N

SA JA™S B, KELLY

SUBJECT: MURKIN

On 7/11/68, CLAID¥ MIRPHY, rural route, Conway Springs,
Kansas, advised that on 9/1/67 an 1nd1vidual closely resembling the
photograph of JA'T5 LARL RAY that appears on I, O, number 4182, had
come to his farm seeking employment, He stated that the man had given
his name as JA''S 'cBRIDE, The man had stated that SAM ROWE, Sumner
County Agent, Welllngton, Kansas had referred him to MURPHY, The man
had expressed a desire to earn $50,00 to use in paying exnenses to
California to visit his wife and 13 year old daughter that were living
somewhere in California,

e had hired MeBRIDE as a laborer and had put him to picking
and loading apples. McBRIDE had been a good worker and had aponeared to
know how to go about picking, packing, and loading fruit, le had paid
MeBRIDU at the end of the day on 9/1/67 and McBRIDE had left his farm
to travel to Wichita, Kansas. On 9/2/67, McBRIDE had returued to his
howe at around 9:30 or 10:00 A. M.,y bearlng cuts, scratbhes, and bruises,
McBRIDEC had claimed that th& injuries were sustained in an automobile
accident at ”lchlta, Kansas .on the previous night, and that the reason
for being late in returnlpg hadgbeen that he (McBRIDE) had been require
ed to appear in Municipal court @s a witness, MURPHY statéd that the
anurles appeared to be the type that would more likely have been obtaine
ed in a fight, but that he had hOt pursued tl.e matier with McBRIDE.

\
MeBRIDT had worked the remainder of the day on 9/2/68 and

had gone to bed in the bunk housk occupied by RALP! POTTER, a fulletime
employee of MU!RPI'Y, At approximately 4:00 A, M., 9/3/68, MCRRIDE had
gotten up and left the premises and lias not returned, A short time
after MeBIRINT had left, POTTI'R discovered that two twenty dollar bills
and one ten dollar blll were missing from his billfold, On Monday,
9/L/68, he had notified the Sumneér County Sheriff's Department, Welling=
ton, Kansas, of the theft nt the $50 00,

e described McHRIDE as follows~

/
NAME | JM&ZS MeBRIDE
RACH | White

2 - Kansas City

5010-108-01
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AGE 30 to 34

HEIGHT 5t=10"

WEIGHT 175

BUILD Husky, chubby

CLOTHING Dirty white T-shirt, dark trousers,
cowboy hLoots

T'AIR Dark

l'e stated that McBRIDE had no additional clothing and no
luggage. McRRIDIN was driving a white and black 1957 to 1960 Chrysler
product; possibly a 1359 Plymouth; that was apparently in very poor
mechanical condition,

Mrs, CLAUDE MURPHY and RALPH POTTER both agreed with the
above description with the exception that they were of the opinion
that McBRIDT had brown eyes. Mrs, MURPHY was of the opinion that
McBRIDE could not be over 32 years of age and was possibly of Jewish
or Syrian extraction, POTTER stated that McBRIDE appeared to be fami-
liar with fruit picking and appeared to be of Mexican extraction, He
was of the opinion that McBRIDE was in his early 30s.,

on 7/12/68, EVELYN COCI'RAN, Clerk Records Division, Wichita
Police Department, and CAT:Y LIPSEY, Reporter, Wichita Credit Bureau,
212 S, Market, each advised that a search of their respective records
was negative for any record identifiable with the name JAMES MEBRIDE,
COCP'RAN advised that she had made a specific search of records to as-
certain the possibility of McBRIDE having been involved in an accident
during the month of September, 1967, either as a driver or passenger,
and that this search was negative, JAN O'HARA, Deputy, Records Divie
sion, Sedgwick County Sheriff's Department, advised that a search of
records was negative for any record identifiable with the name JAMES
McBRIDE,

On 7/15/68, SAM RME, County Agricultural Agent, Sumner
County, Summer County Courthouse Wellington, Kansas, adv1sed that
he does recall referring an individual to the CLAUDF MURP'IY farm on
9/1/67, and later being advised that this individual had stolen $50,00
from MURPIY'S hired hand, Yte stated that he had only seen the indivie
dual for a period of possibly five minutes and had understood the man
to state that he was familiar w1th picking fruit, MURPY had been
looklng for someone to assist in harvesting apples, so ROWE had mentione
ed this to the individual, The man had stated that he had bzen in the
Wellington area previously and was familiar with the location of Conway
Springs, 8o had not required extensive directions to reach the MUIRPHY
farm,

lle viewed a popy of I. O, number 4182 and stated that he could
not recall that the individual had particularly resembled the photograph
of JAMES EARL RAY appearing thereon, !le stated that he does not recall
what name the man was using and could not describe the man other than
that he was very dark, having a dark complexion, dark hair, and dark
eyes, He had been under the impression that the man was an itenerant
farm worker,
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m 7/15/68, BEAD CLUM, Deputy Sheriff, Sumner Couhty,
Wellington, Xansas, advised that he does recall having nade an investi-
gation at the CLAUDE MURPLY farm on 9/4/67, pertaining to the theft of
$50,00 from MURI'PY's hired hand, He stated that he had been unable to
locate any record of this investigation, but that he is sure that he
had written a report at the time of the investigation, He can recall
only that MU'RPIIY had hired an individual to assist with picking and
shipping apples and that the individual had stolen the money from a
hired hand and apparently left the area, lle recalled that the man had
been described as a dark complexioned individual, possibly é\Mexlcan.

Vo

Rased on the descriptions of McBRIDF as being in hls early
30s, having dark eyes, and complexion and appearance of a Syrisan ot
Mexican; and the fact that other information available indicates that
JAMES EARL RAY was in possession of an automobile completely different
in make, mode l and appearance of that in possession of McBRIDE, no

further 1nvest1gatlon is being conducted in an effort to ldentlfy JAMES
McRBRIDE with JAMLS EAFVL RAY,
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. Au! KAN CITY .

FBI ST LOUIS

1:14 PM URGENT 7-17-68 DCJ

TO: DIRECTOR C44- 38861 (MAIL)
KANSAS CITY €44-760)

FROM: ST. LOUIS (44-775)
MURKIN, RE: CLIFFORD W« EDMONDSON

RE KANSAS CITY AIRTEL, JULY TWELVE LAST» AND BUAIRTEL»
FIFTEEN LAST.

RecorDs MPRC, simo. ReveAL Epmonpsons AFsn (G

I SRVED IN USAF JUNE THENTYFIVE

FIFTYSIX TO JULY TWENTYSIX FIFTYEIGHT AND DI SHONORABLY DI S-
CHARGED AS AIRMAN THIRD CLASS PURSUANT TO SENTENCE OF GENERAL
COURT-MARTIAL.

ON DEC. TWELVE FIFTYSEVEN EDMONDSON WAS CONVICTED BY
GENERAL COURT-MARTIAL AT GOOSE AFB, LABRADOR» FOR ON OR ABOUT
JUWE TWENTYTHREE SIXTYSEVEN, WITH PRE-MEbITATION, MURDERED
ANOTHER AIRMAN, BY MEANS OF SHOOTING HIM WITH A FORTYFIVE
CALIBER PISTOL. SENTENCED DISHONORABLE DI SCHARGE» FORFEI TURE

END PAGE ONE
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PAGE TWO

SL 44-775

OF ALL PAY AND ALLOWANCES», AND CONFINEMENT AT HARD LABOR FOR
THE TERM OF HIS NATURAL LIFE, HOWEVER» ON OCT. TEN SISTYSEVEN

PURSUANT TO DIRECTION OF SECRETARY OF AIR FORCE», FINDINGS

AND SENTENCE WERE SET ASIDEe. HE WAS RELEASED FROM CONFINEMENT

AT MEDICAL CENTER FOR FEDERAL PRISONERSs SPRINGFIELDs, MO.
~~ EDMONDSON RECEIVED DIAGNOSIS '"SCHIZOPHRENIC REACTION.,

PARANOID TYPEs, CHRONIC, WITH ACUTE EXACERBATION AS CHARACTERIZED
BY AN INDIVIDUAL WITH A LIFE HISTORY WHICH DEMONSTRATES THE
ENCIPIENT SEEDS.OF A SCHIZOPHRENIC TYPE PERSONALITY WITH THE
EVIDENCE OF MOUNTING PARANOID TYPE OF REACTION THROUGHOUT
THE YEARS CULMINATING IN A GROSS PSYCHOTIC DISORGANIZATION
AT THIS TIME WiITH ONLY PARTIAL AMALIORATION SEEN CURRENTLY."
RECORDS INDiCATED EDMONDSON HAD MADE TO SUICIDE ATTEMPTS
AND THAT IN SIXTYTHREE ELECTROSHOCK THERAPY WAS INITIATED
FOLLOWING SELF-MUTILATION ATTEMPT.

DETAILED AIRTEL FOLLOWS.

AIRMAIL COPY SENT MEMPHIS.

IN VIEW OF THE CRIME FOR WHICH EDMONDSON CONVICTED AND

HIS MENTAL CONDITION HE SHOULD BE APPROACHED WITH CAUTION.

Ps

FBI KAN CITY
Tue
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“ FBL KAN CITY .

FBI ST LOUILS

1214 PM URGENT 7-17-68 DCJ

T0: DIKECTO: € 44-38861) (MAIL)
KANSAS CITY C44-760)

FiROMs  STe LOUIS (44=775)
MURKINS nF: CLIFFOKD s EDMONDLON

nE KANGAS CITY AINTELs JULY TUELVE LALTs AND SBUAIRTELS

JULY FIFTEEN LAST |
KECOHDY MPRCs SLi0s cEVEAL EDMoNDSON, aFsy [N
B - i0 10 USAF JUNE TERNTYFIVE

FIFTYSIX TO JULY TWENTYSIX FIFTYEIGHT AND DISHINORARLY DI S-
CHALCED AL ALIMAN THIED CLASS PUKSUANT TO SENTENCE OF GFMNERAL
COLLT=-ME YT AL

IN DECe TLELVE FIFTYSEVEN ENIONDSON AL CONVICTFD BY
CENFLAL COULT=MALTIAL AT GIOUE AFBs LAFLADYs FOI N Nk AROYT
JUWNE TLENTYTHLEE SIXTYSEVENs (ITH PiE=MEDITATIONs MURDERFD
ANDTHER AL:MANS, RY MEANS OF SHODTING HIHM LITH A FOLTYFIVE
CALIBE: PISTOLe SENTENCEDR DISHONOHAFLE DI SCHANGEs FORFEI TURE

END FAGE ONE
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S 44~-775

OF ALL FPAY AND ALLOUANCES» AND CONFINEMFNT AT HARD LABOR FOR
THE TEIM OF HIS NATURAL LIFFs HOWEVERs ON 2CTe TEN SISTYSEVEN
PU&«'.SZ»&JANT T DIRKECTION OF OSECRETARY OF Al FORECEs FINDINGS

AND SENTENCE LWEKE SET ASIDE. " HE LAS LELEASED FiEOM CONFINEMENT

AT MEDICAL CENTE., FO5 FEDELAL PLILZONELLs SPLINGFIELDs M0

EDMIND S:)\ GECETVED DIAGNIZIS "SCHIZOPHIENIC LFACTION,

PARANDIL TYPFs CHEONICs UITH ACUTE EXACELRATION AS CHARACTERIZED
BY AN INDIVIDUAL wITH A LIFF HISTIRY wIICH DEMONSTRATES THE
ENCIFIENT SEEDS OF A SCHIZOPHIENIC TYPE PELOONALITY LITH 1HE
FVIDENCE OF MOUNTING FARANNID TYFE OF LFACTION THEOUGHOUT
THE YEALS CULMINATING IN A GrISS PLYCHITIC DISIRGANIZETINN
AT THIS TIME WITd ONLY FARTIAL AMELINEATIIN SEEN CURKENTLY '
FECO:DS INDICATED FDYONDSON HAD MDD 10 SUICIDE ATTEMPTS
AND THAT IN SIXTYTHEF FLECTINLHICK THELAPY LAS INITIATED
FOLLOLING SELF=SUTILATION ATTEMPT

PETAILED AIRTEL FILLILG.

ATEMATIL COFY SENT MEMPHI Lo

I VIE. OF THE CLIME FOL WHIGH EDMONDSTN CONVICTED AND
HIC MENTAL CONDITION HE SHOULD BE APPLOACHED LITH CAUTION.

s
END
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- 'OPTIONAL. FORM NO. 10 _ sbio-io7-02 . IR o
.. MAY 1962 EDITION : ‘ - . :
GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27 - T A .

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memomndum
sAC, KANSAS crry ’.‘DATEi - 7/17/68
SAC, NEW ORLEANS (157-10673)

SUBJECT: MURKIN

New Orleans has conducted extensive investigation
in an attempt to determine if JAMES EARL RAY was in contact
with any resident of the New Orleans area, during the time
that he was in New Orleans from December 17 - 19, 1967, and
‘also when he passed through New Orleans on or about 3/21/68
To date, this investigation has met with negative results.
According to CHARLES STEIN, who accompanied RAY on a trip
from Los Angeles, California, to New Orleans in December,
1967, RAY alleged his purpose in coming to New Orleans was
on bu31ness and. to contact an ind1V1dua1

, Up to the time RAY escaped from the Mlssourl-

: State Penitentiary (MSP), Jefferson City, Missouri, in
April, 1967, he had spent the better part of the previous
ten to twelve years incarcerated either at the MSP or
‘the U. 8. Penitentiary at Leavenworth, Kansas.

Worklng on the theory that possibly RAY wh11e

in New Orleans, may have contacted a former fellow inmate

that he knew at either of the above institutions, New Orleans
contacted various state and Federal parole and probation
officers as well as officers of the NOPD, in an attempt

to determine if these persons knew the identities of any
former inmates of the above institutions who might be
residing in New Orleans. These inquiries met with negative |
' results. | o | S

A Kansas City is. requested to adv1se New Orleans
if it is known whether there are any persons who were inmates ,
at the above instigutions during the time RAY was incarcerated

/Zézl Kansas City (RM) SRS B 67 )
‘Memphis (Info.) (RM). . o - yy,];o //// ‘
2 -~ New Orleans A - IR ‘ T ~. 4

SMC - cst
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20t at the time they were. released gave a New Orleans
address for residence. . S
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- 2 - New Orloanl
L (5)

SAC, KANBAS CITY . 17/11/68
‘ sAc, NEW,ORL!ANB‘(157;10673) 
~ MURKIN

New Orleans has conducted extensive investigation
in an attempt to determine if JAMES EARL RAY was in contact .
with any resident of the New Orleans area, during the time . ~ =
‘that he was in ‘New Orleans from December 17 - 19, 1967, and .
‘also when he passed through New Orjaans on or about 3/21/688.
To date, this investigation has met with negative results.
According to CHARLES STEIN, who accompanied RAY on a trip -
-from Los Angeles, California, to New Orleans in Docenbor,
1967, RAY alleged his purpose in coming to wa Orloann was
on business ‘and to contact an individual .

SR . Up to the time RAY iscaped from the Missouri
' State Penitentiary (MSP), Jeffersom City, Missouri, in
. A$ril, 1967, he had spent the better part of the previous
ten to twelve years incarcerated either at the MSP or
the u. 8. Punitentiary at Lnavonworth xunsas. A

lbrking on thn thuory that ponnibly nAy, while .
in New Orleans, may have contacted a former fellow 1anat0 .w_vwn'
that hs knew ut either of the above institutions, New Orleans
contacted various state and Federal parole and probation =
officers as well as officers of the NOPD, in an attempt
" to determine if these persons knew the identities of any
~ former inmates of the above institutions who might be .
- residing in Nb! Orhaans. ‘These_ 1nqu1rios not vith uegativc

'rclultt. SRR | _

| xansas 01ty is roqueatod bo adviso New Orleans

if it is known whether there are any persons who were imfes .
,at the above 1nltigutions durint the tino BAX’was incarceratod '

u.::;::. (gfo )’(m e el /€//7é'7 l’%

SMC - cnt
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NO 157-10573

,‘&r at the time they were released gave a New Orleans

address for re51dence.
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CURRENT DA.FOR RES%ORATION, CLEMENCY AND I.ZJLE REVIEW

Ix

LAST NAME - FIRST NAME - MIDDLE INITIAL SERVICE NUMBER  [EXPIRATION DATE | INSTITUTION Med CenterP
EDMONDSON, CLIFFORD W. AF_LS Apr 81 |Springfield, Mo.

CONFINEMENT DATA (Conduct and adjustment, work assignment, custody)
PRESENT: Edmondson has experienced extreme difficulty in effecting an adequate

overall institutional adjustment during the past year. He has been very

unppredictable, impulsive, and in all probability has at least been border-

line psychotic at times. At the present time he is vocationally unassigned
PSYCHIATRIC DIAGNOSIS (Include IQ, intelligence classification and profife)

PSYCHIATRIC REPORT: DIAGNOSIS: Schizophrenic Reaction. Patient currently on 2-1-E
for "Administrative reasons'. Symptoms include: Blunting of affect, compulsivity,

self-righteousness and grandiosity. Paralogia, Rationalization, Intellectualiza-
tion.

Impression: Patient remains mentally ill and should be hospitalized. I do not feel
' parole is indicated at this time.

(over)

DISCIPLINARY BARRACKS BOARD VOTES COMMANDANT RECOMMENDS

A RESTORATION [ YES C3J ~No RESTORATION (T YES
CLEMENCY 3 ves 3 wno CLEMENCY 3 ves
PAROLE 3 ves  no PAROLE 3 res

RESTORATION DESIRE NOT INDICATED

US PROBATION OFFICER RECOMMENDS FEDERAL - CLASSIFHTCATION COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS
RESTORATION  [J vES ) No N/C  restoraTion CJves (O wo
CLEMENCY (3 ves (3 o CLEMENCY 3 ves X3 wno
DATE PAROLED OR CONDITIONAL RELEASE _ , INITIALS oaTe8 Jul 66
- - N/A ’ ' .. EJsentenceo - ADJUDGED SRS /mew/AIF: 6 Jul 66
SED: 17 APR 81 ' X =kF MCFP, Springfield, Mo.
CONFINEMENT DA™~ 4T =~aduct and adjustment, work asa:gnment .. cust

PRESENT; Iransferred to lesser, stru Yital ‘tni?’in order to participate in insti-

o - ——

tution employment and other programs. Attitude cooperative-caused no problefs.
EMPLOYMENT: Ward Orderly until 27 Jun 67-interested in self-improvement, taking
school courses-assigned as typist on 27 Jum 67. Satisfactory- (OVER)

PSYCHIATRIC DIAGNOS!S (Include IQ, intellidence classification and profile)

D IAGNOSIS: Being seen in individual therapy.

DISCIPLINARY BARRACKS BOARD VOTES . COMMANDANT - RECOMME NDS
RESTORATION CJ ves ‘ : - - RES TORAT I ON
CLEMENCY 3 ves - ' - CLEXENCY
PAROLE - 3 ves . I = - FAROLE -

US PROBATION OFFICER RECOMMENDS CEDERAL CLASSIFICATION COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS

ResToraTiON  [ves  (dwe resmaaation  [Jves [ wo

GEEMENCY LI ves T CLESENCY B ves  Sowo

“SATE PAROLED OR CONDITIONAL :RELEASE X s NTENCED

INTTIALS oATE. 21 Aug 6
N/A (i AoJuocen $LS/acb AIF: 18 Jul 67 j7

PMG(K Flo;:”nﬁké 95-1 REPLACES EDITIO N OF 1 APR 58, WrlCH WAt Bf USED.! ‘.o A17518

4
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{ NEMENT DATA CONT'D: ' . ':\ -

oused on our acute treatment unit. During the past year he hQreceived several

rse behavior reports for.refusing to move to designated area; fighting another

nt, plus housed in maxium security units for control. He is ingratiating
manipulative in interviews and attempts to play different disciplines against

rs to achieve his needs being gratified. In May, 1966, he was observed sleeping outside
office after allegedly, in company of another patient, to have made a homicidal

at against the patient being interviewed. After he wrote a note to another patient
cating that he had a knife secreted in his shoe and he planned to use it on one of

staff members. A knife was found in his shoes as he indicated. In summary,
ndson has required approximately 45 ward changes, 13 job assignments, and has required ms
um security housing for approximately 20 months since his admission here in 1960.
orically he has shown evidence of depression and has made two suicide attempts. 1In -
. electro shock therapy was initiated following self-mutilation attempt.
'ODY: Acute treatment unit, or in max. security housing.

OYMENT: Unassigned.

CONFINEMENT DATA CONT!'D:

complies\wifﬁ authofity of necessity not willingnesse.
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