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Ofice Phone 2eVWITT COUNTY
935-6713 TR INT IO A TR AT
Couaty Tail Shu “F N S Db&)f lk\Tﬁfib 4
7333395 CLAUDE “Rusi” BARRETT, SHERIFF

Arca Code 217
CLINTON, ILLINCIS 61727

October 10, 1968

Xr. Pail M. Canale, Jr.
District Attorney General
Fifteenth Circuit
Memphis, Tennessee

Jear SZir:

Enclosed find a copy of our investigation, which isg self
explanatory. During this interrogation subject also
intimated that the release from South Wemphls Jail could
alzo have heen for the purpoas of killing Martin Luther
King. I thought you mlﬁht consider this worth attempting
to locate Dorter to see if he could verify what Osborne
has stated. Osborne will soon be released to be returned
to Dumas, Texas.

Yours truly,

&ﬂ-«cu @“’ A ﬁi mﬂt

Claude "Runt" Barrett
Sheriff, DeWitt County
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. OPTIQNAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION

GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.8

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

SAC (44-760) paTe: 10/16/68
FROM : SA JOHN M. GATTIS, JR. (P)

SUBJECT: MURKIN

SAC JENSEN from the Memphis Division telephonically
contacted the writer today advising that he desired an article

which appeared in the Wichita "Beacon" #gn or about 9/11/68
reflecting an interview with GEORGE BONEBRAKE, a fingerprint

expert. According to SAC JENSEN, BOXEBRAKE lectured at a
police school in Wichita on or about 9/11/68. He further
advised that the reason for this article was that the judge
trying this case at Memphis had indicated he wanted no
publicity. An attorney in Memphis had obtained a copy of

this article and was complaining to the judge about it.

He stated that he was also advising the Bureau of this article.

SA JAMES B. KELLY was telephonically contacted at
the Wichita RA and he advised that he was attempting to secure
this article without any undue publicity in keeping with
instructions from SAC JENSEN.

Thereafter, Supervisor NORMAN MC DANIEL from the
Bureau telephonically contacted ASAC MASON G. WORKING, advising
that he desired this article and that it shbould be obtained

without any publicity whatsoever.

SA KELLY dictated the contents of this article,
which thereafter was dictated to Supervisor MC DANIEL at the
Bureau. Mr. MC DANIEL stated that Kansas City should hold on
to the article and await further Bureau instructions.

SAC JENSEN was telephonically contacted and the
contents of the article dictated to him. He stated that he
desired a xerox copy of the article.

JMG:tlw
(1) 0

5010-108
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KC 44-760

iy As soon as - the above artlcle 1s recelved in Kansas
Clty, a xerox copy should be made and furnlshed to the Memphls
Division. - I
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The following article from page 1 of the Wichita Beacon,
Wichita, Ks., Thursday, September 12,1968:

IDENTIFYING KING ASSASSIN SUSPECT EXPLAINED

By: Bernie Ward
Beacon Staff Writer

One man sitting in a Memphis, Tennessee, jail
cell knows only too well what kind of an expert George
Bonebrake 1is.

James Earl Ray, awaiting trial as the accused
assassin of Dr. Martin Luther King last spring, is 1in that
cell largely through the efforts of Bonebrake.

Bonebrake, one of the FBI's most respected
fingerprint experts, is in Wichita conducting a Seminar
on fingeprint identification for area law enforcement
agencies.

Following the assassination of Dr. King, Bonebrake
led the search through thousands of fingerprints on file
at the Washington, D. C., FBI headquarters, for the
identification of the killer.

After Ray was arrested earlier this summer in
London, England, Bonebrake was the Government's etar
witness in the extradition proceedings that followed and
it was his expert testimony that identified the man being
held by Scotland Yard as the fugitive - James Earl Ray.

During %¥*RER a pause in the Seminar here Wednesday,
Bonebrake, a quiet, unassuming man, discussed the Ray case
and others he has been involved in during this 27 years
with the FBI.

"My testimony in the extradition hearing was twofold'",
Bonebrake said, "Since Ray refused to admit his true
identity".

" "I was able to testify that the latent prints we
found in Memphis matched those taken of the man arrested
in London, and that the same prints matched those taken of
James Earl Ray while he was at the Missouri penitentiary.
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"Therefore," Bonebrake continued, "My testimony
tended to implicate him in the murder of Dr. King as well
as lidentify him as the fugitive wanted for escaping from
the Missouri prison."

Bonebrake picked up a large chart showing side-by-
side blow-ups of two fingerprints. "This one," he pointed
to a blurred photo of a fingerprint, "is a latent print or one
which was found at a crime scene, the other is an ink print,
one taken from a suspect when he was arrested.

"When I am called to testify in court I point out
to the jury how the two are identical.

"This is what I did in London. I was able to
show that the latent prints obtained in Memphis, the ones
taken in London, and the ones taken ofR Ray at the Missouri
prison were all the same."

Bonebrake said FBI Agents obtained 'good"
latent prints from a rifle believed used to kill Dr. King,
from a telescopic site on the rifle and from a pair af
binoculars found at the scene. "This was a real break
for us", he said.

"We had several names to go on but we didn't know
which one was correct.

"Ray had purchased a car under the name of Gault,
bought the rifle under another name and registered in the
flop house in Memphis using the name John Willard."

"Once the latent prints were obtained", he said,
"an exhaustive comparison search was launched of thousands
of prints of known offenders and known fugitives.

"This way,'" Bonebrake added, "we were able to
come up with Rays name and eventually to identify him in London."

Bonebrake said he anticipated going to Memphis to
testify on the fingerprint identification during Ray's
upcoming trial.

"There's no doubt in my mind that he (Ray) at least
handled the murder weapon,'" Bonebrake commented.
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During the week-long seminar here, Bonebrake
is instructing law men from several South Central Kansas
police and sheriffs departmants on the proper identification
of latent prints.

Theclass is designed to teach officers to go to a crime
scene and develop the crime scene or latent prints using various

processes.

Wednesday, the law officers compared latent
mints found at a prepared crime scene with those
of known offenders and established identifications.
Today, they were instructed on the means of preparing
that evidence for trial. Friday, they will present
the evidence during a mock trial.
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DESCRIPTION AI@ RELATED DATA:
Race: white
Sex: male
Height: 79no
Weight: 175 1bs
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SAC, Memphis (44-1987) October 28, 1968
Director, FBI

MURKIN |
ReMRBairtel to the Bureau dated 10/17/63.

Enclosaed for Memphis and Kansas City is one
copy of the identification record concerning Robert Dale
Porter, for assistance in evaluating the information as
furnished by Carl Raymond Osborne.

Memphis and Kansas City should expedite
the evaluation in this matter.

Enclosure

%—- Kansas City (Enclosure)

HU-7eC /27

SEARCHED. INDEXED____
SERIALIZED FILED
GCTA919

FBI — KANSAS

VA

g

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



',

SAC, Memphis (44-1987)

Director, FBI

MURKIN

ReMEairtel to the Bureau dated 10/17/68.

Enclosed for Memphis and Kansas City is
copy of the identification record concerning Ro
Porter, for assistance in evaluating the inf
furnished by Carl Raymond Osborne.

Memphis and Kansas City should expedite
the evaluation in this matter,

Enclosure
C)- Kansas City (Enclosuregb

A 10y

SEARCHED /"N INDEXED -,

SERIALIZE ILED

JCT2 91968

* _» FBI—KANSAS CITY
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