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,aa··Ka•u·c1ty letter to tbe •---••··--1:e11 8/14/88~ 

oa··•1211ea,· IIILYIJf·LBIIOa,. secnu.r,-, ,. ,be -~toi-.·- . -
lleelical Ceater tor hderal Pri.aotl4tn, Bprlasfleld., . ■1'9._.i, . · 

·. ad¥1aecl · i1111&t• STUIIBJI urrm rr.&118 .-. tr&Dt1terr•• to tJae, . . 
u. 1. Peaiteatlary, LWinurs, Pa.,· 7/19/aT. · ae llas . .-.iueawcl . 
lt1II file 1"t · returned lier• ·for N'Yift. · . · · · · 

,. ·•. , • ,: • . , " ' • .. . _:.. ~ • r , . 

. OIi 8/Sl/ .. , .uu· IOULL, .,.,.tj -~ •• Court Clerk, · .- · 
. Sprlnsfleld, •1aoar1, ady-:IJI .. alle reGalled. ff~ d_ict 1aa-,.·:. 

a ·laearlq 111 •~-- I. Dlatricl :-o,,ar, 1'd,c,,:e 't'-:-lloaOrable ··m• 
· B. liUJffD-, IRl't. tlaia woal4 •· •• -fil•. ill D1111•• Cl.ty, ■tuoari •. 

, : • !,.. . . ., • • • ·• ' ' .;. • • '. . 

, . , .· 'OIi :,9/H/18, ':tMt itl•·:~1•- to ffAlW r~ .. ~led . 
tlle attena.7 to·INJ_··•·• .u_q_. 'CU11r1a, -~IO ••:'ilfttf•rflOfl,· 9priJICf_ieW, . 
■19■oarl.ud t., officer ilwol'ffCI aa JADl_:1'. CALLAJIA.,·.a~ · .... 

· . · 0n to/s/a, u•..; •• · c ... CUJd'aa ad<rt.aN · ... N1C&lled 
the bearlas uY01YiDC diaeriabatloa at t.u lledlcal · C.ater} . 

. · for Federal P.riaolaertl. · Sprlllstte1•_.· ••-~1, • that lie· 
repre ... t" atAIB.·· ·ae clid latent••• .ef·ttae ,rlt._ .... ! 

. tor -BY.A.IS Rt .a4' 110 ts.a ,,... tllere.- •-- aa, c....-tioa &boat 
ll&JrrIW LVl'DJ n•·~ The ··•·tre_ proc•--- .... 1.ililtecl ..... ··. . 
clatalffly to ·•11•••:d· ctiscrt.liltaat-.y ~t:lc~ a, t"4 :,eiaofl~· ••••.er_.._. . . . .. ...-. or·:aa7._~b• :wit•• it lie_,._. > 
IMtard a. -~ ·aay Ile ft.II a •••r ot. • ·pa••· ,rllicla ·,-..ld pay .· 
to.baye ll&Rrl■ LU'ftlD DJIO·~ktll ... . UJII,~;:■ an•_ at .. ~ ew qp . 
delas ·tll• nt1" proceed!,..~ · · · · 

. ~ - . . ,. ·,· . 

\,.. ·r .· .. 
• ., -".I.,, ..... :9 

, ' 

. , . . . . •. ~·:: ' ., 

Searcned _·~·.· .,...;..........-~­
:.Serialized;_·;.:,,_.,;~~~ .,,, 
lncexed·_:_-~-1;?-­

•· . .. · · ' :'. Filed _~~;tf----
:• .. . ' 

.·, 

, . . f'. ·. 
.· ,•· .. 
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I ..•. '•-· .• ~/,./ •• •. ·~~-

. . ·• ...... - ' 
. ' . ' . . 

. I 
,I _. . ;' .. ··, . 

. . . -xc, ·44-1eo ·:, 

Be""•l •tt·eapta ,wre IIMle to~ iatenlew: CILJA.•• 
. with --~:11" ·Nllaltli~.· Be ......... ·~kias. 'the Mltlalpt-.·to. 
a :00 All·· allltt at· tile :prilloa. ·· · · · .. · · •.:•,", · · 

., !. 1! . 

·. oa .~l0/18188. · CALLAJl&S ·•tat-.S ~---· ...... ~lntoz ■ntloa· 
.rqardiJII .. ,, poitp .tbat woald ..... ,, t• .kilJ. •n1• Ll'l'DII · '· •. 
SJllQ. ... deaied ............. tlae ■ut-.at·, *I DOW laolr. ·tO 
tan care of colored ,-ofl•"• · .. llaa _ .. ..,, allowa •IIJ' racial 
ball19 la Illa treataeat ot 1.-tu •• .111 tact, Ile. • •• .. 

· adalrer of ~•• lie .-..r .. lleard ot. tu CoOJ.ey· msaauatloa • 
. ae did •n••r 111·· u. a. Diatrs.ct c~:, Spriag~l•W, iu.■aou-1 

· ·•---tlae •ao to ...,,.r cllUpa _.. bf:·•·nAIIB t•t· Jae•-· · 
ctiscr1aillat1as aptut llepo •--t•••. Jle dealed all of .tile· 
accaeat10M •de by BYAIIS~ · lie •••• '-91rd tiae •• et IWrrQ . 

. L1ffllU DIG •atloaed b1 ·aayoae 'at. ,tlaie bearl .. allloe tlltt 
tenbloa,•, ••·' 11111,.a. to tu •11..,..,ct~o.~illatory·practt.e• 
at tu prt•oa-.. ·: ·:· · · .· · · · · · 

..... 

' G,: :i-. •:1 > 

.. .. . ~ . 
. . -- ' ."""-~";.· 

'.. ', ,, ' 

I· 

. ' ~; . . .. . 
. ' :t· ' 

·;' 
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''. ',;,., ',,··_,. ".! ', 

DJUC'l'Qll~ JBI ', _(4·4, 188~)_.' · ' ', '_> 
"'i • !'i,f ~ 

' . 
,' ... .. . ·. '·: " •c· .. ··nKSAa crlt, ,(44-Ta.o) ··,:.P-' . , .. ' 

., ;,:: .. _' ,· ' ' 

.·. Re sa •••• City. ·1.tter· to~ t1- -~-, 'dated. 8/14/M. , 

, · · -~ 8/r,1ei, IIILVI· -~ a,. leer•~:· to tJa,. JJi»eetor, _ · .. · · 
Meel~l -C.nter .tor hd•ra ---~' ·apr~l•l4, MS.•oult, . ~ · 
adviae4 ia11rte ltBPIIB• ·LVl'DJ& · ••· trauterred to tile···-. . . 
• u. s. P.alt••tiary, Lewiabar .Pa·--• 7/19/87. lie ·bu r414-.ted · ·: .. ~ .. _ 
bia .tile·-. ·ffturlied •• Lor nYin;. - · ;,,. 

: -~ ' :• ( - ,·· . . . . , .. 

-·_ · ·. OR a1s11ea, :· ·.ux•:• l'OWILI.~ -D,e~t, · v~ '.••( -~-,- c1.;k, 
Sprlq1l•Jd, _ .1N0111'1. MIYlllff ■lie: reca1·1e4 -BYAIII dW ...... ·, \ . •. 
a 'hearlq la-v. s. Dl•tricrt Court.-.ton:-tu Jroaeftllle•JIAID· .·. · 
B. BUfi.lJl, )Nt. tlda wouw ... -•• tti•· -~ ~-• .. • Cit_y~ ·-wour1· •. 

·. ' . . . ,On'.;., .. , .... file jrwb111:~' ,a, nm ... ~1 .. ' ··. 
-tile attoney t~_:11e_ B. c.· CIJRfl■, 7~ •• ·.i.ttenoa, lpriqfiel~, 
Millaoarl .... _tll• off le~ laYOlYN ··••·· .1.AIIII -·· '_C4Lt.AIIAW., JI. . ' 

•· .. ' On ~12118/ Au.-ae:r JI. c. CVBTII' a~ ,Jae ~lled ... 
th• hearias illyelrilas·;ctt.or1■t••t;10J1 at tlM.t ·11et11•1 cent..- · · 
tor ~fleral -Priao11V•,· Spri111fielcl, lliuourl • .'. ·&IMI .. tJlat· he· 
npreaeated ff.AJtS;. Be did hterrin .-. ot.t!Hi wtta ..... : :' 
tor l'YAD bllt •'.'. ·• tilll ,,.. there ... r•. aa, ce>n'Mr.Ntloa about .. 

. lllirtI• Lvrn•- Kl.. The .entire proc .. ding ..... lilllted a-. · 
, - claat:MlJ' to a11..-.• cllacrbdnatory praci1c .. at :the ·-Jlria••· , · 

. Be· ... ._ ...... · . : JPD - .•• , ot~, wl"ta•• ",lt ... bad ·: .. 
beud a· .-rd .. Y 1- ,,.. a .aeaber .ot · ail ,roup wb.icll YOQld pay: 
to laaye IIAJrft• Lural&· KDQ· kll.led~. · DllO'•· ·• attyer ~- ap: 
durias tn ... tire proceed·tnp.. , · · · · · 

l 

.•• _, WK\_ .. 1 
.·· =~~·}··.·. ·• · 

~\l~ ' ... ,. ' . :fn.c~>;ed -~--~-· ~..-:::;;,._ .. ,.-
' .. · ·.. ' .i- · . . fijed /. --~~...;,,,,;....--. 
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.t··· 
.. ··~':-'.\~t·' 

I ~ .•.f." 
•' 'r ·,, ~~ ~ '' • 

~ . ·, ' .. ,. .••: -,~~~- .. ~ .-',:~•.- ", ·· .. ,) ·,. :·.' ,~·-··:/ 1.: ,.-r>·r.·~·-~ . .,_ ' 

.. , ••••• .. · 'iLt~ .. ,-•. :~tt-Ji~•~ -~o···l•~~-~ ~~~1(·· 
·wtth_.·Mptiwe ~1.t•; 11a. • ...... :.·---~!'1-:.tlli·,.;~•---t-. i,a. 
8:00· All ■hlft ·a.t· .-~ ·pr~-• 1. •• •·-?·,.··-- ''</ . .,, ':•.'•., 

. . . OIi ~1.,w... G'-1,LUIJI -~at:,c - -- :..; t.t_.liilt1. /~:.: 
reprilDS• ::aay.-. --· 'tllat ~1•: · pa~ · to kl).1 '• IIAIITU · wnsa, 
KOii. · . ..-· dealecl Ile•·••~&-·. -..-·:cJae:·.iltat ... ••••· •1 -. •.. , . ....,.·to ... ·.· 
tan .c~•:ot c•ior••· ,..P'-"• .. -•··••:-.,er· •11~.:·aa,··r•otal · 
'ba•ii-·.11f llia ... ·veat11eat .of· l111i•/f•·:ka ... i. tut, '.be.·.,.. .. ._-· ,. .. , 
adairer<e;r,_.g •• ·,. ; ... ae.-r- liiar41 -;·t-. Coo1e,i,_., ... t~-­
.. dU, • .,.__,_..; ·~-,~/_1:.:-QDUiot -~:, .. -1.~l•W,· ;MiQO\tri-
•-- tlM" aao ie"·...,,.r·••...,.. ._.. ··"7 .:1t.&at1aa,, a.;::•-i•· . 
diaorill111at·•• qaiut .._.. ,...,t•!'····~ •• •-1~ ~--~~··:ot ,tla.4,a_;.'. ·.·· ... ~. 
aco ... tl••· •-.. ··1,r DUI~.·· · .. · ._._.:,:...,... -,,-.,. ••• ~t: 11Aar1• 
Latllila· DIG .,aentl__. bf . ._.. at·- ·1111t.1:~ ~1aa·~-~ 'tM:'..~ : ; ._ 
t•ttaoa wu ltiil'tH ·tti tile· al~ :·a~t ·.· · •. · · · .. tto•.' , 

.~ • ' ' .... ~ .. . . ...,~. ,·' i at. tile prQO&~ : · .. · ·· .- ,-.· -··.. · ; ·- ·: · · ·.· •·" · · 
... , ~-~- < 

;_ 
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Lectu1·e By FBI Agent 
.·.•·Angers Ray's Atrorr1e)': 

" I 

By CHARLES EDMUNDSON . ! 
. . . . . I 

Ar~ur J, Hanes Sr., attorney for James Earl Ray, ac- i 

; cused in the killing of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., complnined I 
/ yesterday that a court order t? li~it pre-trial reporting in rhei 
case "protects the prosecution and only muzzles the defense." · 

"I am going to represent. my· client to "t.~e ·umit of my 
abilities, · according to the la'A', and I am not going to be 
stopped," Mr. Hanes said. . 

He flew here from Birmingham yesterday- to contim1(; h1s 
. examination of items of evi- ~--- .· . . 
ldence .' the attorney general's j-ing in Wichita, ''that the latent 
'Office has been ordered to fingerprints ·we found in !viem¥ 
,make available to him. · . phis matched those taken of 

In an Jntcrvi-ew Mr. Hanes the ma11. arrc::;tecl in London, 
. deciarcd that. prosecution wit~ and that the same . prints 
i nrsscs have been making pub· matched those taken of James 
! lie staternents "con\'icbng my, Earl Ray whilo he was at the; 
jciient and we have had no/lJ\,1issouri Penitr;nti,uy." : 
!Chance to C0\lntcr them.'' i 
! He citt'd a lecture by George Ustnr;- a chart t0 cornparc.f 
Bonebrake, an FBI fingerprint "l:l.tcnt fin_c:crprint$" with •'ink: 
specialist, in Wichita, Kan .• fing,:_>rprints, 11 Mr . .Boneb!·;~ki~ 1 

Sept. 11 and quoted on Page adrlcd, "This i5 ,,vh?t I did in i 
IOne of th,: Wichita Beacon. London .. I was able. to show 

The BE'acon id~ntif ied Mr. that the latent prints obtained · 
Bonebrake as the man who I' in Memphis, th~ ones take::. j11I 

I 
"led the SC'arch through thou-,London and the _ones ~ake~ of/ · · 
sands of fingerprints on file Ray at the ::vt1ssoun pnsQn 1 

/
with the FBI headquarters in were all.the same." 
Washington seeking identifica- Mr. Bonebrake was addrcss­

jtion of the killer.'' Mr .. Bone- ing a \Vichita area police semi­
brake also testified at the ex- nar on fingerprint idcntifica­
tradition hearing for Ray in tion. In \Vashington yesterday 
London in· Juiy. . the FBI said :v1r. Bonebrake 
. '"I was ':able to_ testify/' Mr. was _out of town and not avail-! 
Bonebra~~- was quote_d as :fay- abl? to~ ~omment. . ..· 

·· -· -------------~--- rranK Garofolo, assistant' 
· city editor of the Wichita Be-a• 
-con, said yesterday that nci.v.')• 
men were permitted to atwnd 
the lecture and nothing 'Nas 
put off the record at: the poliGe 
seminar. A maior in the. V/icrd-' . · 

. ta Police ·o~partment objected 
the next day, Mr. Garofolo, 
said, that the speech had been·: 
quoted too much in detail.'· · ·. ! . 
· Judge W. Preston Ba~~le has! 
acknowlerlged earifor that h:s)1 

power-_ to ·_limit publicir:; ap~, .. 
. plied only:in the boundaries ofj 

.. · _his•· :juditj~l .:_~H~t1j_ct;: (Shelbyj 
· -.~Cpunty) .. ;.::i·;,·,,,>;·~\~~-:·:.:·.,:·· ._ ··:i.: ::• _ ... ::,.: . 

. . .. 

'., :.: . .. 
· ... •. ,...,•· 

t) 

,, 

(Inc;iicatc page, ~-::!::• of 
newspaper, city and state.) 

- Page i 

- The Commercial 
Appeal 

---- Memphis , Tenn. 

CJ 

Date: 10-16-68 
'' 
Editio:1: Fi.nal 
Author: 

E~tM:Frank· R. Ahlgren 
Title: 

Character: 

or 

Classificafion:44-1987 

Submitting Office: Me mph is 

0 Being Jnvestigated 
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. · The 0:-dc.r ii:.::-~ :i differii1!~ , ... f. 
{cd, i\fr. 'J-L·,nc·s•s·idd. . 

'. "\Vh:le tht! a,:cn.s1:d and h.is 
. : .. . . . . . ·. attorneys hJ\'C been. ordcn:d 

. : ·.· ,: ·: .·: ·.: .· .·; not to give interviews, key wit-
., · ··. · ,. ncsses ·. for the prosecution., 

. . 
l • ; 

such as Nl'r. Boncb::·~ak, ha.ve 
bcc-n free to make st~1te:nents. 
Atty. Gen. Ramsey Clark stAt­
ed on Television that Ray com-

. mitted this crime with no con­
spiracy involved. '.When I .say 
the contrary I am held in con-. 
tempt.'' . 

Mr. Hanes said Judge Bat­
tle's order restricting pre-trial 
interviews is inconsistent with 
a statement by the judge that 
he has seen criminal cases 
"drenched in pubiicity" but 
ending with a "just result.'' 

Judge Battle made the state­
ment in denying a defense.con~ 
tention that widespread public­

•' '',, . ,1· ity before issuance of his or­
der had made a fair trial im-

, , ·. possible. . 

· 1\fr.- .Hnnei will ,be in Mcm• 
phis today and· tomorrov,, inter­
viewing witnesses and ex::unin-

. ing items of evidence in pos-, 
session of Atty. Gen. Phil Ca-1 
mile •. He took time off yester­

.. day . ~fternoon to bt1y ;Ray· il! 
· ·: · new supply of shirts, size• lfi.1/2, 

,.: · ; sleeve-length 32, and·a p~i~ of 
.. :: shoes, ~.ize 9½-C.:--_-;;..c,.,-:.'::'·:"'"•·:. . 

•• , .: ... : ,·.: ·. -~ .. _,1._ ____ ~ -· ,,.- · .. ,; .: .• ,_\ 

, , I • •• • ~ : • • • 

' '. 
•'' I 

,, .'• ,. 

...... ' 

.I 
,' 

ij 
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...... • • 
Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 

November 8, 1968 

Fred M. Vinson, Jr., Assistant Attorney General, 
Criminal Division 

Assassination of Martin Luther I<ing, Jr. 

The Exhibits attached to the Petition for Contempt in the 
Criminal Court of Shelby Cotu1ty against Mr. George Bonebrake 
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation include copies of three 
articles from Memphis newspapers containing quotations attri -
buted to Mr. Bonebrake. These quotations appear to derive from 
an article in the Wichita, Kansas, Beacon reporting on :tv1r. Bonebrake 's 
participation in the latent fingerprint school in Wichita. 

Exhibit A of the Petition, which is a copy of an article in the 
Memphis Commercial Appeal of October 16, 1968, contains the 
following paragraph: 

''Frank Garofolo, assistant city editor of the Wichita 
Beacon, said yesterday that newsmen were permitted to 
attend the lecture and hothing was put off the record at 
the police seminar. A major in the Wichita Police 
Department objected the next day, Mr. Garofolo said, 
that the speech had been quoted too much in detail. " 

Your memorandum of October 29, 1968, sum1narizes 
Mr. Bonebrake 'a explanation of the extent of his comments at 
the latent fingerprint school in Wichita during the period 
::,eptember 9 through 13, 1968. discusses the closed nature of 
the school, and points out that one member of the class seemed 
friendly and communicative with a reporter during a recess public · 
relations period. Obviously ~1.r. Garofolo is quoted as stating a 
contrary understanding as to the closed nature of the seminars, 
and the news reports indicate that someone is responsible for the 
extensive comments attributed to Mr. Bonebrake. We consider 

I. 
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it essential to decisively refute ~1r. Garofolo's quoted version 
and anticipated testimony, as well as the anticipated testimony 
of reporters and policemen. 1 would appreciate your taking 
appropriate measures to assist our full preparation to oppose 
the contempt charge, should that need arise. 
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0-9 (Rev. _s-ii-64) .,,., ' . .. 

FBI 

Date: 11/12/68 
Transmit the following in ------------'----------,------,-----------­

(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via ---=A=i=r;_;:::t-=e=-1 _______ _ 
(Priority) 

To: SAC' s Kansas Ci ~Y· -~ Enc. (2) 
Memph~/(44-1987) - Enc. (2) 

F om: , FBI {44-38861) 

MURKIN 

Attached is a copy of se1f-explanatory memorandum from Fred M. 
Vinson, Jr., Assistant Attorney General, Criminal Division, requesting 
that appropriate measures be taken to assist in preparation to oppose possible 
contempt charge against Latent Fingerprint Section Examiner George J. 
Bonebrake. 

For your information, on 10/24/68 Judge W. Preston Battle, Crimina 
Court of Shelby County, Memphis, Tennessee, signed a petition requiring that 
Examiner Bonebrake appear before that court on 12/6/68 to show cause why 
he should not be held in contempt of court. This action was_ taken in connection 
with an article appearing in the Wichita, Kansas, "Beacon" newspaper, con­
cerning advanced latent fingerprint police school conducted by Mr. Bonebrake 
during five-day period, 9/9-13/68, at Wichita, Kansas. This school was 
sponsored by Wichita Police Department and seventeen officers from Wichita 
Police Department and surrounding departments attended. Bonebrake is 
alleged to have unnecessarily aired fingerprint testimony of this case in 
presence of representative of the press supposedly in attendance at the 
school. Bonebrake is the examiner who presented expert fingerprint testimony 
on 6/27/68 in_ London, England, in connection with the extradition of Ray. 
His testimony received widespread publicity throughout the world. 

Sent Via _________________ M Per ________ _ 
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Airtel to Kansas City 
MURKIN 
44-38861 

• • 

Examiner Bonebrake emphatically denied allegations and advised 
that the above police school was a closed school for law enforcement officers 
only. No memb~rs of the press or the public were permitted to attend 
lectures. OnlylliWfubers of the press admitted to classroom was when 
invited by sponsoring police department during a recess period to take 
photos and collect data for local press story. One member of the class, 
who seemed friendly with a reporter present, mentioned that Bonebrake 
was the fingerprint examiner that had given testimony in London. The 
reporter commented to Bonebrake that he thought he recalled his (Bonebrake) 
name. No further questions asked and no other information volunteered by 
Bonebrake. At no time did Mr. Bonebrake discuss fingerprint testimony with 
representatives of the press or unnecessarily air fingerprint testimony in 
this case. On one occasion during school, members of the class attempted 
to query him as to the details of fingerprint testimony. Bonebrake stated 
that he gave no facts other than what had already been quoted by the press 
concerning his London, England, testimony. No member of the press was 
present at this time. 

Bonebrake at extradition hearing for Ray testified that three latent 
prints developed this case and the fingerprints of Ray taken by Los Angeles 
Police Department, at Missouri State Penitentiary and taken during 
extradition charge by Scotland Yard were fingerprints of one and the same 
individual. This fingerprint testimony was quoted extensively in news media 

- throughout the world. 

In an effort to comply with Assistant Attorney General Vinson's request, 
you are instructed to have mature, experienced agents contact representatives 
in attendance at the above school, as well as the Major in the Wichita Police 
Department quoted by the local newspapers concerning this matter and discre·etly 
interview them in an effort to obtain information to refute allegations that 
Examiner Bonebrake unnecessarily aired fingerprint testimony in class with 
members of the press present. No members of the press should be contacted 

// 

in connection with your inquiry. Please handle promptly and advise Bureau 
attention Identification Division. 

Memphis advise what effect postponement of trial until March, 1969, will 
have on the court's consideration of the Bonebrake matter scheduled for 12/6/£$. 

- 2 -
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11/11/ta 

Airtel 

To: SAC'S KanA8 City - Bae. (I) . . ' 
- Mamphta (4'-111'1) • Bae. (1) 

From: Director, FBI (4'-18881) 

MURKIN 

Attached ls a oopy of ad-explanatory .memorandum. from Fred M. . 
vtnson, Jr. , Aaslstaat Attonaj Geaeral, Criminal Dlrialoa, NCIW.tlnl · 
tbat appropriate meuarea be taken to ualat tn-preparattoa to oppoae poalllWe 
contempt chaqe aptaat Latent Ftaprprlat Section BDmtaer George J. · 
Boaebrake. . , · 

_ for yoar tnformatlon, on 10/14/88- J•dlJ• W. Preatma Battle, Crlmlaal -
Court ef Shelby Couaty, Memplala, Tenn••••, atped a petltloa ........ u.t 

.· Bummer Bonebrake appear Wore that cout • 11/tl• to aow •••• wllf 
he sh.otdd not IMt Wei la C811tempt et·- court.. Tld.a actl• wu tak• la ceaaeetton 
with an article appe&nDI in the Wichita, K11111aa, nBeaeoa" aewspaper, COIi• 
cerniag adnaeed latent flDprpriat police acllool eoadacted DJ Mr.. Bonebrake · 
dur1Jlg five-day period, 9/9-13/88, at Wteltta, Kaa,u. Thie •Clmol waa 
aponaored by Wlcldta Polle• Departm•t and aevat .. offlcen frem· Wichita 
Police Departmat and surrounding departralllta atttaded.. Boael,rake ls 
aUeced to ll&Ye 11111M1Cu1arlly atred ftngerpriat teattmoay of tlu eue la 
preaeaoe of repr•etatlft af tile preu auppoaedly la attendance at die 
school. . Bonebrake la the mmtner wllo pna-.bld -,.rt ftaptrpaiat teatlmoay 
cm l/2'1/68 ·,Loncloa. Bnllaad,, ta coanectlen wltll tile estndlttoa o1· Ila)'. 
Bia t•tlmoay received widespread publicity thro•holat t1le werld. 
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. • __ · - ' . . . - - . . . . :l . 

~- · :.·,· · Bxamtner·Boaebrake ._,_.an, dtnl.S allegatl_, aad ldvlNd __ -- · . 
_that the aboft pOltte aehoOl-wa& a clONd •i.ot • law • .,... ..... .,.._.. _ 

_ -~. · Ho membftrs of the pr,-. or t-Jw' publte··•r• penldtltd to atta4, . 
' leetur••~ Only"~ber. of the ..... adtnltled to ........ --- .·. 
lnYlted by ..,._,ling ,oU.e• department _4tll1al a.._ ... pert~ to._. -
photos aad co.lleot data for loeal pnu ....,. o..· member of tile•--• 
wbD_.meclfrlendlJ with a r•JO•. pr11ant1 ~-tJtat.Bonebnkt _ 

· waa a.lln,erpdnt eamine• that lul4 li"f'IJ.I tut!--., tn ~,- 11le . _. · -... · 
.. reporter, ......... Benebralw ... at be'--1&:he teeaUN lu ~) ',' 
. DIIDM. *. A1rther ....... a·eked adDD.etw·lllffwmatlCJD t'fli.teeretl·bJ . 
~. M • U.. dtd Mr. -~-- di11w-fmprprlat.e.--- with 
.Npr ..... V~ of tl1e pNU et UIIDl881fllld\, air ftaprprlnt te.U-- in,- _ . 

· -•---· OaoaeooeMlOndl1&1.IW '8hool, ......_,_.tJ.ie•I•••~-. 
te :..., htm· --~- the cletaU, of~----~ ........ .... '• 

- that he p,e no faot• othe~ t:bln- wllat- llatl alN- b .... •ueted by the pnu 
. eoaeerntn, bla lontlan,- &aglaavl, tua.moa,. -.•,Ne·...._ flf: a._ pnu· wu' 
,r.uent at tbta tltM. . ' . . ' . ' 

•. ~ -~. . . . . . . . . .. 

'Boliebrake atetracltloa·•-----•1t1•.at1u1t thr.- Jlieat 
. ·pnnta dlrfelepedtbta eue lllltlltlle ...... el It# llklD "1 WAaselea 

-_ .. -~PeUce ~, at Ml...-1,.. ~ _. .... 4afllll· .. _· ·' 
. estndlttoa ~ bf leetlalad Yard..,... ~-of. 9;Jl8 _.the aame 

. ,. _ _._.~,' --... ................. te ...... : •• ....--"~-~------- ............. . _ BIUI~ A·UU, • ...__.,....., aulltf ,..__. .. ~ _ a!I•-¥ 'WIit throu,hout u.e world. - -- - · · ·- · •~· · 

•· -· --. · I.a aa effert IO. Oomplr · wlth Aallatat Atterur~Odeftl 'fbl--•• r ... at, -
you are IUtnCW a llaYe ma.tun, -~eaeid ....- laltMt repr..-latiyea 
ln ......... at tu .... aellOOl, .. well .. the ua,or Ill the Wlfddta Pct.Bee ' '. . : 
Dc,partmat ..,_._bJ the··1oea1 newapapera .., ..... thl• .._ .. ,.. ••~_t·ly · .. _ 
latenl•w them 1n an ellen to eMaln lnferD11ltlea te Nice alllldOnl that,' · 
Bliamtner BeaeblllH ,.....auilr lllre4a.,erpnat tNtblloer in eta• Wltll :_ :·' 
mdlher• at the prua....... .. member• of .. ,, ... ahOuJ.d_be ...... 

. 1n ......... th,.. • .,. Pleala lltlwJle·pftmpt1r'a4adttle> ....... 
attelltlon ldeattftcaUoll D1Ylalea~ ·- . . . 

-· , · _,: · Memphis· adyise:. what' effect postpbnemeitt of .tr.ial. until M~rc,h; -i969 . '";·:; .,..~ 
will have on the court's ·consi-deration of the Bonebrake matter schedulect·for 12/6/61./': 

. ~ ~ ' 't 

.. 
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. OPTIONAL FORM NO, 10 • .. • MAY 1962 EDITION 
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
TO SLC(44-760) DATE: 11/21/68 

FROM 
r . . , . r·~- •a·r' 

J. J ' ~~ ... h • ; I -~ P. 

SUBJECT: 

1 • 

. o 11ce 

T e ,·. "': 1"' t · · C ·- .A. , .. c. J ·ut, advised he attended t·e f -i · · r 1 e 1" Dr i n 4 
. __._ ). - ; ;_ . - , . \, 

13, 

ins tr ,I ct or. 
all 

"e sz~: d he N2.s pFesent at/sessions t:;e scrool and that 

Ile rcl?tccl 

WO ·ld C {T:C 11 ·t ]0 

;1 ,IL.:'. n t' I"' i al 
\ ' - j - ... _ ~""· • 

the 
Ile said be is I ot acc:'a:i.:.tecl i-:ith any ne·wsncn frorn/·'.icL:itz. 

t u t he was n o t pr cs en t 1•; h en c i -u- c r o f tL e s e r 1 en t al kc d to 

IIe said one of the in the class, whose 

i c3 c _ t i ty he do es no t kn m< , kn eH c n e o f t L e re r·, or t er s who t o o k 

tI e nhotorra~hs ar: c1 they tall:ed but he n rver lp1e~r,d t~1 em 
// ,-,;/ I 

o/ -· ./o C'-

1•.• ('\,-.-'· 1· 0 11 ,r,l:l!l, l 

the SEARCHED _,. INDEXED ---
SERIALl~ED"'~ < _FILED ·• ,_,,-, 

NOV2 ~ 1968 
KA SAS Cl~. 

5010-108-0I 
Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on li-l'aYroll Savings Plan 
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an;y of the st-,clents or nel'.Tsr en, or anyone else, anci f,::riiish 
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SAC (44•760) -_ 

SA ARTHUR !l. fflOMPSO}J 

--MURKIB. 

--ru, telephone cal 1· front SA FLETCllER, 11/19/68. __ 

on 11/19/08 DONALD J. •. H~E• Idtntif ication" ,orJl{ce, Police 

Department, Topeka, Kansas, advl°sed be attended the fing.erpti.nt· . 

sehbol at Wichita, Kansas from September-~ 9. _thro~gb 
. . . ~ . . .. 

13, 1968. at which- Special Agent -GEORGE BONEBRBAKwas an 

instructor. . . .,· . 

-_ . all - -- - - : -- · - - - -__ -_ --
He said. ~e was Pl'esent · at/•essiens. of, ·th'a: ~cbo.ol and -- tbat ·_ 

. . . . , -, ~ ·. . . 

only authorized law ·enforcement pereonnell .were pr.esent_ at any 
••• • r 

of these sessions. Be related that Mr. BONEBREAK did casually. 

mention the RAY case but furnished no details and: when pressed_ · · 

for details from some members or the class he told 1h em this 
. .·· 

information would COile out in th"e trial. ' 
the 

He said he i1 not acquaint,d __ with ·any 1tewamen from/wichita 
,· 

area but one one -occasio.n two newsmen, whose identity be. does 
,. 

not know, were peanitted in the_class rooa to take J?hotographs 
'' 

but he was n9t present when either of -these men talked to 
' 

Mr. BONEBREA.K. He said one of the students in the class, whose 
. ' 

. ~ ' 

identity Ile does not know, knew one of the -reporters .who. took 

the photographs and they talked 'but he never heard _them mention 

the RAY case. . /;/,,.-,PlO-/,J-s'S' 
.. sEARCHEO ...... -· .• _JNOEXE~--;:_·:···· 

.. .-...,,..-.,.--c- flLEtJ?.:~----·· 
SERIAU ···~······~·· . ,.. 

. -\ j .. ") :':¼08 - )t.f"!· vi#" . 
f Bl ~- KANSAS C\T't , 
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..... . '·. ,,. • 
He: said at no time tlid be hear Mr. BONEUREAK· talk, to.· 

any of the stud.ents~ or newsmen, or aiiyo,ne els'e, and furnfsh 
' : ' . 

any details in regard to the RAY ease •. · 
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Optional Form NoG 10 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
MEMORANDUM 

TO 

FROM 

: ALL SPECIAL AGENTS 

~c C44-76Dl 

SUBJECT: MURKIN 
COST DATA 

• 

DATE: 11/21/68 

NOo 68-165 

Each Agent is requested to submit to SA THOMAS Jo 
CONNOLLY by COB 11/29/68 via routing slip number of hours spent 
on the MURKIN case in the month of November, broken·down·as-to 
regular and overtime hours, total mileage estimated or actually 
driven in Bucars on the case and any unusual or out of the 
ordinary costs in connection with this casec 

cc= 66-232 

TJC:B 
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KC 44~760 
·EWR:bjc 
1 -

• 

The following investigation was conducted by-
Special Agent EUGENE_ w. RUIZ: ,· , · . , 

AT WICHITA, KANSAS: 

. ·• Lieutenant ·_JORDAN J.ONE;S, Laboratory. Inv~stigator·, 
Wichita Police Department, ··advised Nov~ber-'l9~ 1968,: he:::r1as 
in attendance at the school in which Mr. BONEBRAKE_ lectured.: 
He stated there were no members of the.pr~ss in the class. 
He stated that he _assisted BONEBRAKE in every way he could 
and he was the person who introduce.d a member .of the press,­
whose name he did not recall, to BONEBRAKE. He stated· ·that 

' \ 

at this time the class took a·break and BONEBRAKE spoke to this 
member of the press for a very short period o-f time; 'JONES 
stated he could not remember what was discussed. JONES stated 
he did recall, however·,· ·that after he read the newspaper article 
concerning BONEBRAKE and the RAY case, he wondered how the pr·ess 
agent could have· written such a complete article concerning his 
interview with BONEBRAKE when he had been with· him such· a short_ 
time. JONES stated he was with BONEBRAKE during the breaks in the,. 
event he could be of any assistance, and no furtheriress inquiries · 
were made. _JONES stated tl)e only other occasion when the news 
media came ·"was when a local television station took. photographs 
of BONEBRAKE. JONES stated that at no time did he hear BONEBRAKE 
discuss anything concerning the· RAY cas_e with any of the. news 
media. JONES stated that· during the class BONEBRAKE told them-
how the latent prints had-been identified with those of RAY 
and how .many elimination p•rints they had~ He stated BONEBRAKE 
also stated he had testified to th-e identification of RAY'S -
prints, but £urnishe~ no details.- · 
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, ~ . \ . . : .. ·~ : ' ' . '·. .· I:\>· 

. -.· :· ;_ i:' The :f oi10~:j.ng'' -i~,~;as;ti·g~itl.,:8~};*~s; .c~rict~Ciea. c'by -~·-:: 
Special ·Agept: EUGENE_ ty·. RUIZ:-.· . ::· :_,.,·: .. · •i·:~.: < . . . · . ., :. "·, :;~: . .'.: ,: 

. ' ' . • ' . . . ' , ' . • . \ • - . . • •; '• .. :•:~ . . . ' ,._i :.,.·· •; ·; _;~,· -~. ~. . . ·. ' . 

· .. :-~.-·· .·· .:'.'•_··.::::· \1-:~,,\' •' :~•'.-~·_,-; .. /~>~\-~-,/11.:.1~. 
AT ·wrcHITA,. KANSA's.:·• !:_ _/ .· .:, ,,,;. ' ·,,.\, 

.,.··•1):/ -.. :•: ·;' ,· .·. ·-: 
.... ,. . . _ .. ,... .' :- ,,, ·--

" . . ,Dete~f:iye;: ·se~ge·~n.t:,·· .. 'WARI{EN .. MALONE\· Lal?o±'_a~tc~/ry,;: ~-i-~:. :_,:_:. 
:lnves-tiga·:tor, .. :Wic~ite1 Pqlice_<'.l)e.paf.tme:nt_,, ... •advise.d,:-N"ov~mbe.r::·•·'····· 
1"9, l 9 6 a:, ti~.· had . -~:t~end1-d; :~~~,:: :~°:l$~,o1\ &Jv:en b¥ .. ~Mr~.::: ~PME.~RAK~.,:' 

.. He· stated to_ the best_· of his::.knowledge, ,the1/'e wer:e :n0, merrtbe,r$ 
·of the. press.'·. in this.· ·c:1ass:·•. '·He: s,tate~ he\ redalled t);lat a .... ,',;' ,. ·, ,· 
,member· of_ the '.pres_s · did· come. :t.o ·th,¢.'. sch.oo.l/·,and they" took ; 

·. . .. , .. 
•', 
•, .• 

' ' '1••.·:.· . 

a .b:r;-eak arid . so BONEBB.t\KE :-could · talJ<'? with· him·. : He stated \,- ·. ·., :, 
, he _<did riot . hear what'.·• +h~y '<discUS'~ecl<_and_ -,the int,ryi.ew: was:· '. .· \ ' 
no more than ,te~ minut~'6,: -MA.LONE_ state<:i-11~. oid- ·n-ot· knpw. _ . :-
. o_f. any. fur.ther 'inquirt·es .··b.y _ tJ1e 'press•. ·· He ·stc.rteq_ th~t·· duri.ng · .. 
. the class,· BO~~BR:f\KE · waeL questi.oned·,c,ori.ce:rn±.jig .. ·the RAY _:cas~-,~ . 
BONEBRAKE -totd ·the .. · class . about·. ·i'eceiv'.i-ng :th_e. W-eapori -fop· .. 
ex~min,afion. :an·d ·-chepking fingerpri,n:± ;ca,,rd-s ·· and- ho'w: · -they , · .. 
eliminated• them - .and identified th,&;: pri-rits ·a.s ... ~tho~e: of.· RAY~' . 
He c:tlSO·' te>l.d them .. h~ :had~)•,gon~ -to·>Eri.gland. ahd 'testified.,, :bu:t· .·. C' 

MALONE sai'd he .dould nb-t .reineriiberi;what 'B0NEJ3RAKE" sai.d · .he .. Jiad _. 
tes ti 0fied ·:to~·.::·_ ~LONS <at~t~d t·hat BQ1'ftBiAKt:.· t61d_ ,t.Yte. ·class.:.· · ; . 
-that,_ tJie R,AY._ ¢?ise -~ia'ia- ·s-t::L11 -··pending.-: _:an<!: 'fof,:. tb~1n.··nof. fc?'- <1is6i1ssJ .·. 
it outs id~. the :c-la·~~-rthe ~nforrn.at:i.orthe s'f1:(rn1shed:'. ':th~m- w~.s '. .,: . I 

· •:s:Olely _ foz, ~pe .·c1as~,e~ J?enefit ~ .· :. . · ... - · ·./. -· .: .: .· .· . · ·• 
' . : ' , .. 

~ 4 • : ' ' 

. .• ~ ; . 
1' •• -~~- ' 

•. A:•,!~ 

, · .... · 
',· 

;. ·. . ., ' 

;,: ' :· . ,'' . •. ·.:."(: ::-.. 
. •. ' . r•. . , ';, ,' • 

:--..:. -,~c • .. r·· . . . .. . 

. :. i '.:}{(k}(1;/:·:f.{I••··.:::;::;i·: .. ·· 

.. ;,· 
.,-. 

': ,;.: .. 

. ,'· ·- •,··. ·, ... 
,.• ... ·. 

t/.. ' .., .. 
•, ,,: ., I ' 

; ' .. 
. - ~. ·.--. .. . 

/'11,' 

• : .' • ,•~•::;• •\~'~. ".- • I 

· ... 
·;... •. . . ~, · 
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KC 44-760 
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The following investigati6rt was cohducted by 
Special Agent· EUGENE W. RUIZ: . 

AT_ WICHI_TA, KANSAS: -

Detective SePgeant,, WARREN MALONE, Laboratory 
Investigator, Wichita Police Department, aqvised November _ 
19, .1968, he had attended th_e scl)ool given by. Mr. BONEBRAKE. 
·He stated to the best of his knoivledge, there w.e.re no membe·rs 
of the press in this class. He $tated he recalled that ·a 
member of the press did come to the school and they took 
a break and so BONEBRAKE could talk with him. He stated 
he did not hear what they discussed and the interview was 
no more than ten minutes. MALONE stated he did not know . -
of any further inquiries· by the press.· He. stated that during . 
the class, BONEBRAKE was questione·d concerning the RAY case'. 
BONEBRAKE told the class about_receiving the weapon for 
examination _and checkiaa·· fingel",print cards., and how -they · ·. · 
eliminated ·them and· id•~tif ied. the prints as those of; RAY. 
He als:o told th-em. he had gone< to' I;ngland and testified, _ but 
MALO»R said··_he dould ·not remember· what t30NEBRAKE said-·he.hacl_ · 

. testified to. f1\LONE stated that BONEBRAKE told:the. class . 
that· the RAY case was still pending and _for them nQt to.discuss 

·it outside the class;the inforrnationhe- furn.ish~d them was 
solely for the classes l>enefit. · · ·· 

...... 
•. :;; . 
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FD-2h:1 (Rev. ~-8-fi7) • FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION . 

REPORTING OFFICE OFFICE OF ORIGIN DATE 
I 

INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 

/lfJ -
TITLE OF CASE 

JAMLS .tARL RAY, aka 
10 l«tlu2 
wF ll+ii2-A• 
TOP T£N fU~lTlV&i 

CHARACTER OF CASE 

Dk. t~AA'flJ.i LU'rt!LR l<Il~·G, JR•• CIVIL 1·CIG:!TS - COtLiPIRACJ 
UfAC • RO[H:•£~"1 (D r·•c ,'.'A''" r•p) VT c-'t'!W.' . .Lt ~ ::) .:.,,.;, - • J. ,.\,i"i. 

bureau ~irt~l to Kansas City fnd 
-f~-

1 

AI JEff tR~~tO.N cr·IY. MlS~·,OURl t 

~ill con~inue to ~3intain contact with officiala 
at the Iiisacux1 i ~tute Peni ten'tii.iry cnnd subiJ.i t monthl:, 
co~t u~ta dirtels. 

ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED r,c~ .. ..; 
---~-~---------------------__.ACQUIT- CASE HAS BEEN: 

I 
CON VIC. AU TO. FUG. FINES SAVINGS RECOVERIES TALS 

TYPED BY 

PENDING OVER ONE YEAR □YES ONO 

PEND! NG PROSECUTION 

OVER SIX MONTHS 

APP RO YEO 
..,/( ) SPEC! AL AGENT 

~ IN CHARGE 
DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW 

COPIES MADE: I 

I 
Dissemination Record of Attached Report Notations 

Agency 

Request Recd. 

Date Fwd. 

How Fwd. 

By 
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ADMili IS TP.ATI Vf.: 

The fafor;acation includad in this report is not 
the c0;uplete results of-investigation covered.during this 
µeriod by the .t<anilas City Office in connection with this 
!llatter. It only .. _ contains· the Wichita .a.aeon Newsg.ae,ar 
articles and investit1•tion requested In Nfer•nceZ:1 

cociraunica:tion •. 

s• 
(COVER PAS£) 
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• • UNr'fE:D SYATE:5 f'~EPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Copy to: 

Report of: RAYMOND Ba HOWE Office: Kansas City 
Date: 12/13/68 

Field Office File No.: 44= 760 Bureau File No.: 44-38861 

Title: JAMES EARL RAY, 
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING t JRd 
(DECEASED) = VICTIM 

Character: CIVIL RIGHTS= CONSPIRACY 
UNLAWFUL FLIGHT TO AVOID CONFINEMENT - ROBBERY 

Synopsis: FBI Fi:ngei"'print Examiner GEORGE BONEBRAKE conducted a 
week-long seminar to law enforcement officers from the 

south~ntral Kansas area at Wichitat Kansas .during November, 19680 
An article concerning this seminar and BONEBRAKE's activities in 
the JMES EARL RAY case appeared in the Wichita Be~con News~aaer 
September 12, 1968d Also in this newspaper on October 16, 968

9 
it revealed that ,JAMES EARL RAY' s attorney complained that 
pricsecution W'itn0;sf:H1s ha•/~ made public statements concerning his 
Glient! Both ::irti.:1·~8 s~i. fortha On October 24 1 1968 1 Judge 
BATTLE, Crimina.l Co dr·t i Mt;;;fophis 9 Tennessee, signed a petition 
requiring Examiner BONEBRAKE a.ppear on December 6, 1968, to show 
cause why he should not be heard in contempt of court~ Interviews 
with law enforcement officials attending seminar held by BONEBRAKE 
in Wichita set forth~ 

-P-

DETAILS: 

Thb ro~~~wing article under the heading ''Identifying 
.Kini Assassin 2u{;p;;.:iJt E}r:P1o.ined'w appeared in the Wichita 
Beacon NeW§J?a£;£.• 1,✓ ichita, Kansas, on September 12, 1968ti The 
article was wr·1. ttt;:,x:i by BERNIE WARD, Beacon Staff Wri tert and 
states as follows: 

Thia document contains neither re·t-Oraw~ndatiorn, ;y:,-..· e.-:i:.«:iu!:llvilt> 1.>l the l<'BI. It ia the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and 
it& wnttrnts are not v, be distributed outside your agency. 
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KC 44-760 

"One man :iit·ting in a Memphis, Tenn.,, jail cell 
knows only too well what kind of an expert George Bonebrake . 
l.S" 

"James Ea.rl Rayi awaiting trial as the accused assassin 
of Dre Martin Luther King last spring, is in that cell largely 
through the efforts of Bonebrake., 

"Bonebrake, one of the FBiis most respected fingerprint 
experts, is in Wichita conducting a seminar on fingerprint 
identification fol' area law enforcement agencies·8 

"Following the assassination of Dr11 King, Bonebrake led 
the search through thousands of fingerprints on file at the 
Washingtoni DeC~, FBI headqua~ters for the identification 
of the killer~ 

uAfter• Ray' was arrf~sted earlier this summer in London, 
England® Bor,..ebt"'a.ke was the government's star witness in the 
extradition proceedings that followed~ And it was his 
expert testimony that identified the man being held by 
Scotland Yard as the fugitive - James Earl Ray~ 

"During thG pausti in the seminar here Wednesday, 
Bonebrake, a. ':'.'1,uiet i unassu11ing man t discussed the Ray case 
and others he has been involved in during his 27 years 
with the FBI a 

"'My testimony in the extradition hearing was two-fold,' 
Bonebl:'ake said~ 11 since Ray was refusing to admit his true 
iGentityd 

11 'I •_.,i.,.s able to testify that the latent prints we found 
Memphis ma tr.h~icl. those t:aken of the man arrested in London, 
and that ths 3ame prints matched those taken of James Earl 
Ray while he was at the Missouri Penitentiarye 

"' Theref(,:,·re ~ ~ Bonebt'ake continued t 'My testimony tended 

. 
in 

to implic.,.:1t~ him in the murder of Dria King as well as identify 
him as the figutive wanted for escaping from the Missouri prisond' 

~!:..:: ,:-_·: 
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nBo:nebra:ke picked Llp a large chart showing side-by-side 
blow=ups of two fingerprintsb 'This one,' he pointed to a 
blurred photo of a fingerprint, 'is a latent print, or one 
which was found at a crime scene., The other is an ink print, 
one taken from a suspect when he was arr,estedo 

"' When I am called to testify in court, I point out 
to the jury how the two are identicaltt 

u O This is what I did in Londontt I was able to show that 
tha latent prints obtained in Memphis, the ones taken in 
London and the ones taken of Ray at the Missouri prison were 
all the same ll u 

0 Bonebrake said FBI agents obtained 'good' latent prints 
from a rifle believed used to kill Drd King, from a telescopic 
sight on the rifle and from a pair of binoculars found at 
the scene. 

n w This was a real b;cea.k for us,' he said., 'We had 
several names to go on but we didn't know which one was 
correct fl 

H w Ray had pµ:rchased a car under the name of Gault, bought 
the rifle \J.nd0; r anothe ri tiame and registered at the flophouse 
in Memphis using the name John Willardd' 

H One~ the la tent p:r.1ints ;,\.r,ere obtained, he said t an 
exhaustive comparison search was launched of thousands of 
prints of known offenders and known fugitive~6 

HijThis way 11 ff Bonebrake added, 'We were able to come up 
with Ra.:1 ii s .r;arne and even tua.Ily to identify him in London6 ' 

~
11 Bone1:1:rak"i s:,ai d he anticipated going to Memphis to 

testify on the fingerprint identification during Ray's 
C C l upcom1.ng tx-,:1a , o 

;,: 
11 0r:-h£:re i 3 r>:c d.c 1Jbt in n:y mind that he (Ray) at least 

handlfJ.d the mux·dr;;r weapon~ ff Bonebrake commentedd 
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~qDuring th~ we€~k=1oog seminar here, Bonebrake is 
instructing; J,a.wmcn from f;,evera.l South Central Kansas police 
and sheriff 0 s departments on the proper identification 
of latent printsd 

"The: Glass is df~signed to teach officers to go to a crime 
scene and develop the crime scene or latent prints using 

, 
various processesa 

ijijWednesday ~ the law officers compared latent prints 
found at a prepared crime scene with those of known offenders 
and established identificationsd Today, they were instructed 
on the means of preparing that evidence for triald Friday 
th~y will present the ~';vidence during a mock trial 'J 

On Oct0be~ 16~ 1968~ the following story under the 
heading "Bea,con St'-):ry Ignites Ray Trial Controversy" appeared 
in the Wichita Beacon Newsoavard This article was also written 

~~'!e:l'(-~~~~~~_::....3--~a-----=---~.:.-~~~·.,::"1.l.-!d.~~~--= 

by BERNIE WARD and-states as follows: 

"JA fr,ont=pag~ sto:r'y in the Wichita Beacon on Septe1 12 
has becorni:;"; th{:':; c@nt~r' {:;f a, controversy in Memphis• Tennc1, 
over public st0tements made by the defense and prosecution 
in the :;;ase ,:if 1:,;11n9s :Sctr1 Rav~ accused assassin of Dr., Martin 

;,,./ ,. 

Luther. Kingo 

"The Bea.con r➔ tor'y q,uoted FBI fingerprint expert 
George B0nebrakG 1 the agent who identified Ray at an . / 
extradition h~a i.,ing in London last summer, as saying: lfihere 
is no dc•ubt in my mi.nd that h~:.(Ray)at least handled the 
murder, wt:1apon c1 ff 

~ri-~~n a f~t .. :-.r·r today in th(.1 Memphis Tennd, Commercial 
Appe~l~ Rdfijs attorn~yi Arthur Jd Hanes, charged that a court 
order restricting pre=trial publicity in the case, 'protects 
the pro&~~ution and only muzzles the defensed' 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



• • 
KC 44-470 

'~ r1 ·. . .. , ;'.).., t ,., {\ . -_, " ... " ·•·•i···· --- .. ,.
0 t d t t. v R f H ,,, n ,.':,if,. 11 s 6 ,,J ~))) he,;),h'c;;;;,1 SI pl 1. va e e e.c 1 e en ro ays t 

hired by the defense, and two Memphis reporters, Roy 
Hamilton of the M~mphis Press=- Scimitar and Charles 
Edm\.lndson of the Commercial Appeal were cited for contempt 
of court for trial=related statements made outside of courto 

uw ci P1,eston Battle 9 criminal court judge in Tennessee's 
Shelby County, issued the contempt citationso 

"The contempt findings came after complaints Hanes 
and Hays had voiced about the unusually strict guard placed 
on Rayd The two newsman reported the complaints 
in their Memphis papers~ 

"Han@s had complained the strict security surrounding his 
client had threatened Rayvs sanity and called the security 
measurt~s O c;r,uel and unusual punishment 4 • .. .,,., .. ,--.. 

,wLast we@h ~ Time, ~1agazine in reporting the conflict 
between Judge Battle and the four defendants in the contempt 
actioni reported Hanes also had talked to the press about the 
possibiii ty of Comm1,Jnist conspiracy in the King murder(! 

"The Time rgport '.ia.id that Judge Battle had found no 
violation of Ray 9 s rights and had described the security 
P Y'I e ,..., a 1 - t· ; r~ --, -~ ' -- ij -.~ .,. "• e ,) •7 •-, 1--, 1 ,..., ft .i. - ~ .,4 ,I- •,.-3 J I• ;:;:;J d . .::; .'. ~ ,:7, .. ,11 ,c- ! ~ t_;._, ...,, , . \';'; o 

~wTh(1 judge ftu:ith@r s ta tad that out-of=court suggestions 
that Ray's sanity may be in danger were 'extremely prejudicial 
and ccnsti t!Jta a cl~a:c and p:cesent danger 11 to picking an 
impartial jury and holding a fair triala 

i'In ·;ss·.d.ng the contempt-citation Battle found statements 
by H:-1.ne'.:.i :1:1d ha.ys anc:i th1ci subsequent news stories by the two 
re pox' tt~ r,::; ,,.,,-:. .: ,:; ;/ J ·1 la ti 1n1, c,f his order prohibiting any 
prej·,ldici.iJ,1 .:-;.1:.t=c~f'=ct::,Lct dis.cussions of this case" 

it In todt~Y us story in thf? Memphis Commercial Appeal, Hanes 
refer:t·t~d ~~,~t•inrd·•, t sl::> t;--:·) the interview here with Bonebrakeo 
The FBl fi:}ipor t 'i,,:as h,1r.-:~ to conduct a seminar on fingerprint 
idenlific;.~ti0n for, l,ico.1 law enforcement agencies11 
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u At that 'time fi) Bonebr,ake told a Beacon reporter he had 
testified at 'the Ray extradition hearing that '~the latent 
fingerprints we found in Memphis matched those taken of the 
man arrested in London and that the same prints matched 
those taken of Jamas Earl Ray while he was at the Missouri 
penitentiary., 

,,vTherefo~e, my testimony tended to implicate him in 
the mu1'"\der of Dr/J King as well as identify him as the 
fugitive wanted for escaping from the Missouri prison~v 

nBonebrake al.so stated that FBI agents had obtained 
9 goodw latent prints from a rifle believed used to kill 
Dr~ King, from a telescopic sight on the rife and from a 
pair of binoculars all fo!lnd abandoned near the Memphis 
CI"ima scened 

Hin the Commercial l\ppeal Store, Hanes referred to 
Bonebrake 9 s statements as an example of how Judge Battlevs 
or limiting pre-trial publicity has different effects on the 
defense and prosecution" 

aT(:/ €;:fforst at successfully limiting the 
be at a nation-wide level" 

tff A r@pcrtE-n." fer th~'.1- Commercial Appeal told The Beacon 
an attempt h_ad b~en made to contact Bonebrake but ihe 
WaEiLingtonil DoC" j FBI c,ffice said the fingerprint expert was 
out 0£ t8wn and could not be reached" 

HT'Le ·ct1nc,1-it~r also said Hanes told him he received a ,. 
copy Gf Th:so Beac:::r,, 1;;tOl";/ in the mail from an unidentified 

H:-:laxH·-::s 9 n Bir"lrningh.;.;1m, i\laa, attorney, is in Memphis 
cc:-.tJ.:;}·:xt(,ki r;,-~.: inve.stig~iticn of items of evidence the state 
is !i:}~fra, it.;;d ~c i:·;t.r.t;;d,,.1ce. ,,ib.en Ray goes to trial Novo 12" 
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On October 24 9 1968, Judge We PRESTON BATTLE, 
Criminal Court of Shelby County, Memphis, Tennessee, signed 
a petition requiring that Examiner BONEBRAKE appear before 
that cout't on December 6, 1968, to show cause why he should 
not be held in contempt of court~ This action was taken 
in connection with an article appearing in the Wichita,Kansas, 
Beacon N=-wS~£e£ concerning a police school conducted by Mr,. 
BONEBRAKE September' ~3 ~· 13i 1968, at Wichita, Kansas,, 
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1 Dote _ __,l,_.,]__,_/_2~8.L4/'--16,L.!8o.L._ ____ _ 

Major CLYDE BEVIS, Records Division, Wichita, Kansas 
Police Departimt, said he had requested the FBI conduct an 
advanced fingerprint school for the Wichita Police Department 
with the understanding officers from surrounding law enforcement 
agencies would be invited. Major BEVIS recalled this school 
was held at the police academy of ~he W1:_chi ta Police Depart.rant 
during middle of September, 1968. 

Major BEVIS said that in the regular course of 
business he notified members of the news media he encountered 
at police headquarters of the school being in session and 
suggested they might like to cover it. He specificall~y----==~ 
recalled talking to OLLIE THOMPSON, News Director of TV 
Station KTVH and BERNIE WARD, a reporterfor the Wichita Beacon. 
THOMPSON made no co!!mi trnent when he would try to cover the 
school. WARD declared he would appear at the school at 2:00 PM, 
Tuesday, September 10, 1968. Major BEVIS commented he 
arranged to be at the classroom at the tine specified by 
WARD, however, WARD did not appear. On Wednesday, September 
11, 1968, BCVIS said he was notified by some member of the 
training staff of the Wichita Police Department that WARD,had 
appeared at the classroom. BEVIS instructed that Lieutenant 
JORDON JOi-lES, introduce WARD to Ins true tor BONEBRAKE and help 
WARD with any coverage he desired. 

BEVIS declared it was his understandirg the instruction 
being provided by Mr. BOl~EBRAKE was for the benefit of law 
enforcement officers alone and not availc1ble for members 
of the press or others. He gave specific instructions tl1at 
members of the press not be invited to attend any of the 
classroom sessions and he feels confident that had any 
member of the news media tried to enter the classroom while· 
the instructions were being given he would have been 
immediately notified. 

BI:VIS said he had no further contact with the 
class or me:nbers of the press. Uhen the article appeared 
in the Wichita Beacon on September 12,196 8, he ,-1as shocked 

11/18/68 Wichita, Kansas KC 44-760 
On _______ at ________________ File# 
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at its contents and without checking the accuracy of the 
facts expressed his displeasure to WARD on the day after 
publication. BEVIS observed that WARD was invited to 
do an article on the school, not on the background of the 
instructor or the RAY case. WARD'S only comment was, 
"Well that's news." 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION _ ........ •·' .::.. 

1 .... 
Date __ l_l_/_2_6_/_6_8 ____ _ 

Lieutenant RALPH E. GREEN, 1017 West 3rd. Str·eet, 
El Dorado, Kansas, advised he is employed by the El Dorado 
Department of Public Safety and attended an a:lvanced fingerprint 
school sponsored by the Wichita, Kansas Police Department 
during the second week of September, 1968. Lieutenant GREEN 
said the class was taught by Mr. GEORGE BONEBRAKE of the FBI, 
and lasted for one week. 

Lieutenant GREEN said the class was for lat..1 enforcement 
officers only and he never observed any reporters or people 
from the news media in the class room during the class sessions. 
Lieutenant GREEN said the only time he_saw anyone from the 
news media WllS a KTVH-TV cameraman, who took some pictures 
of Mr. BOl~EBRAKE, but this was during one of their recesses 
and nothing was said en this occasion regarding the RAY case. 

Lieutenant GREEN said he at no time heard Mr. 
BONEBRAKE discuss the RAY case with reporters or members 
of the class during a recess. According to Lieutenant 
GREEN the only time he did hear Mr. BONEBRAKE discuss the 
RAY case was dur""ing class and he did recall Mr. BONEBRAKE 
say that he had testified in England at the extradition 
proceedings and his testimony was that he had compared the 
latent fingerprints obtained from evidence in Menphis, 
Tennessee, with known fingerp1..,ints of JAMES EARL RAY and found 
they were identical. 

Lieutenant GREEN said Mr. BONEBRAKE cautioned the 
members of the class not to discuss anything regartling the 
RAY case or information he had furnished during the class. 

KC 44-760 11/19/68 El Dorado, Kansas On _______ ot ________________ ,Flle# _____________ _ 
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l - ,11/27 /6 8 
Date, ___________ _ 

Officer LEE M. PADDOCK,JR., 325 West Towanda, 
El Dorado, Kansas, advised he is employed by the El Dorado 
Department of Public Safety and attended a me ·week advanced 
fingerprint school in Wichita, Kansas during the second 
week of September, 1968, which was sponsored by the"Wichita 
Police Department and taught by Mr. GEORGE BONEBRAKE of the 
FBI. 

PADDOCK said he is quite certain no me;-nbers of the 
press, television or radio were- permitted to attend the 
class and the only time he saw anyone connected with the 
news media in the classroom was during a recess when a 
television cameraman took some film footage. 

PADDOCK said he never was present or never observed 
Mr. BONEBRAKE talking to newsmen other than the above mentioned 
television· camera'Tian 2...nd never heard Mr. BONEBRAKE discuss the 
RAY case uith newsmen or members of the class during a recess. 

·' PADDOCK said Mr. BONEBRAKE did speak briefly about 
the RAY case during the class. He told tl1e class he had 
testified at the extradition proceedings in England and 
his testimony concerned the finding of latent fingerprints 
on a gun in Memphis and the comparison of these latent 
fingerprints with the known fingerprints of JAMES EARL 
RAY, which established that RAY was the person whohad been 
arrested in England and also the person whose fingerprints 
were found on the gun • 

PADDOCK said Mr. BONEBRA..1<E cautioned the member•s 
of the class not .to discuss the case outside the classroom 
and PADDOCK said he aid not heat"' either Mr. BONEBRAKE or any 
member of the class discuss the case. 

11/19/68 El Doradoi Kansas 
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1 

DO te_-------11~11--,~1 2~3-1-/-1-.5 ..... 3....-------

MORRIS HERROII, Valley Center Police Officer~ recalled 
attending a school on the subject of fingerprints conducted by 
a Mr. BONEBRAKE, of the FBI, at the Police /\.cademy, Wichita, 
Kansas, during early part of September, 1968. 

HERRON said he was present at every session and 
did not hear Mr. BONEBRPJKE or any member of the class conduct 
a press conference or have any contact with the press on any 
subject other ti1an the school itself. Mr. HERRON recalled 
representatives of the news media being at the school. He 
thought it was the last day, Friday, September 13, 1968, on 
the occasicn of the graduation of the class mc~bers. At this 
time he observed strangers around the halls of the academy with 
movie cameras, therefore, concluded they were television cameramen. 
He did not r·ecognize any of these persons. He could not remember 
if Mr. BONEBRAKE was present at the school at this time. 

HERRON was most emphatic in recalling no members 
of the press were in the closed meeti.ngs of the school wherein 
Mr. BOHEBRAi<E instructed on the subject of fingerprints. 

At an early date of the school, exact date not 
recalled, HBRRON mentioned some member of the class asked 
a direct question of BOHEBRAKi.: concerning the use of latent 
fineerprints in the JAMES EARL RAY case. In response to this 
question, BONEBRAKE observed he had testified in the hearing 
of RAY at London, England, earlier in the year that fingerprints 
were introduced to establish the identity of RAY. BONI:BRAKE 
elaborated on this point to the extent he mentioned he had 
testified that known pr"'ints of RAY from Missouri State 
Penitentiary were identical with the questioned prints of 
the suspect in custody of the English authorities. 

HERRON recalled BONEBRAKE declined to discuss this 
case further mentioning· oo~ething to the effect this was still 
a pending case qnd FBI policy did not permit the public disclosure 
of such information. 

11/19/68 at Valley Center, Kansas File # __ K_C_4_4_-_7_6 _0 _____ _ 

by ___ S_A_E_L_M_E_R_R_._• _F_L_E_T_C_H_E_R_, :_b__;J:::..... c ________ Oate dictated __ 1_1_/_2_1_/_6_8 ____ _ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and Is loaned lo your agency; 

ii ond its contents ore not to be distributed outside your agency. 

12 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



• 

KC 44-760 
2 -

• • 

HERRON volunteered he had read the article 
appearing in the Wichita Beacon of about September 12, 1968, 
and he did not hear BONEBRAKE or a member of the fingerprint 
class mention such facts to the press. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

11/26/68 
Dote ___________ _ 

Officer CHARLES F. STEWART, Department of Public 
Safety, El Dorado, Kansas, home address, 113 East 5th Street, 
El Dorado, Kansas, advised he attended an advanced fingerprint 
school sponsored by the Wichita, Kansas Police Department during 
the second week of September, 1968. STEWART said the class was 
taught by Mr. GEORGE BONEBRAKE of the FBI and lasted for one 
week. 

STEWART said the class was restricted to members 
of law enforcement agencies only and he never observed any 
member of the press, radio or television in the classroom 
during the time the class was in session. Mr. STE~-!..\RT sai-d 
about the next to last day of the class he recalled a television 
camera'TI.an taking some pictures, but did not hear or observe Mr. 
BONEBRAKE make any statements on this occasion about the FAY 
case. 

STEWART said he atro time heard Mr. BONEBRAKE discuss 
the RAY case with members of the news media or members of the 
ciass during recesses. STEWART said the only time he heard 
Mr. BONEBRAKE discuss the RAY case was during class and this 
was only to illustrate a point in how latent fingerpr·ints 
could be used to identify an individual witi1 a crime. STEWART 
said Mr. BONEBRAKE did mention that he had testified in the 
extradition proceedings in England to identify RAY as the person 
who was identical with the individual who had been in the 
penitentiary as JAMES EARL RAY in Missouri and also identical 
with the person whose fingerprints were found on a weapon found 
near the crime scene in Me11phis, Tennessee. 

STEWART said Mr. BONEBRAKE told the class he did 
not want them to discuss anything he had told them about the 
RAY case outside the classrooln. 

11/19/68 El Dorado, Kansas KC 44-760 
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The following investigation was conducted by 
Special Agent EUGENE W. RUIZ: 

AT WICHITA, KANSAS: 

Lieutenant JORDAN JONES, Laboratory Investigator, 
Wichita Police Department, advised November 19, 1968, he was 
in attendance at the school in which Mr. BONEBRAKE lectured. 
He stated there were no members of the press in the class. 
He stated that he assisted BONEBRAKE in every way he c6u-·1-a~--~==~ 
and he was the person who introduced a member of the press, 
whose name he did not recall, to BONEBRAKE. He stated that 
at this time the class took a break and BONEBRAKE spoke to this 
member of the press for a very short period of time. JONES 
stated he could not remember what was discussed. JONES stated 
he did recall, however, that after he read the newspaper article 
concerning BONEBRAKE and the RAY case, he wonder~d how the press 
agent could have written such a complete article concerning his 
interview with BONEBRAKE when he had been with him such a short 
time. JONES- stated he was with BONEBRAKE during the breaks in the 
event he could be of any assistance, and no furtherp.ress inquiries 
were made. JONES stated the only other occasion when the news 
media came was when a local television station took photozraphs 
of BONEBRAKE. JONES stated that at no time did he hear BONEBRAKE 
discuss anything concerning the RAY case with any of the news 
media. JONES stated that during the class BONEBRAKE told them 
how the latent prints had been identified with these of RAY 
and how many elimination prints they had. He stated BONEBRAKE 
also stated he had testified to the identification of RAY'S 
prints, but furnished no details. 
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ART STONE, Chief of Security, Wichita State University, 
advised that while he i-1as a member of the Sedgwick County Sheriff's 
Office, Wichita, he attended a fingerprint school held in Wichita, 
which-was operated by GEORGE BONEBRAKE of the Identification Division 
of the FBI. He said the school was held in about September, 1968, and 
only duly accredited law enforcement officers were in attendance 
at this school. 

STONE said that dur~ing one break period in this school 
he saw a local newspaper reporter being introduced to Mr. BONEBRAKE 
by an unrecalled member of the Wichita, Kansas Police Department. 
STONE said he was not certain, but thought this reporter might 
be BERNIE WAP.D. He said although he did not hear the entire 
conversation between this person and BONEBRAKE, he thought he heard 
this person obtaining background information regarding BONEBRAKE. 
He said he did not hear any conversation between these two 
regarding the JAMES EARL RAY case. 

STONE did advise that BONEBRAKE did mention the RAY 
case after receiving an inquiry from someone in the fingerprint 
class. In this connection he exnlained to the class how latents 
and partial 1"atents received from various sour1ces and seemingly 
unrelated at the time they were obtained later turn out to be 
related j!latters and excellent evidence material. BONEBRAKE 
did mention that he had travelled to London, England in connection 
with the RAY case to testify that the fingerprints of the man 
in custody there were identical with the known fingerprints of 
JAMES EARL RAY who had escaped from the ;·-1issouri State Prison, 
Jefferson City, Missouri. He said he is certain BONEBRAKE only 
mentioned the RAY case to sho,-1 some of the conditions a. fingerprint 
man would work under and the necessity of obtaining and maintaining 
prints. 

STONE said the RAY case was only one of many 
illustrations used by BONEBRAKE for demonstrations in the class~ 
to make a point about a certain phase or item in the training. He 
said BOHEBRAKE did not discuss the RAY case at any length and 
always cautioned the persons in the class about any further 
discussion of this maiter. 

11/19/68 Wichita, Kansas KC 44-760 
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Detective Sergeant DEAN BERG) Sedgwick County 
Sheriff's Office, furnished the following information: 

He :recently attended a fingerprint school in Wichita, 
Kansas at which time •GEORGE BONEBRI\KE of the FBI was the instructor. 
He said no newspaper repor•ters were in attendance at this school 
since it was for law enforcement officials only. 

He said that on about the third or fourth day of 
the school he saw an unknown man talking to BONEBRAKE ar1d he was 
of the opinion this person was a newspaper reporter, however, 
since he did not know the man he is not certain of this information. 
He said this conversation took ~lace during a break in the classes 
and was probably about 10 to 1s•minutes in length. BERG said he 
did not know ti1e te~t of their conversation. 

BERG said BONEBRAKE mentioned the JAMES EARL RAY case in 
_, one of the classes and apparently did this to show how important 

partial and latent prints can be in a case. He said in this 
conversation BONEBRAKL mentioned that a partial latent print had 
been obtained~in the RAY case and went on to show that what 
appeared to be unrelated i te1ilS at the time they are obtained later 
turn out to be related in some manner. He furtheri advised that 
B0:-IEBRP..KE said he compared the fingerprints of the man in custody 
in England with the known fingerprints of JAMES EARL RAY who had 
escuped from the Missouri State Penitentiary'-~ c1n·tl" found they were 
identical. 

BERG advised that BONEBRAKE talked about a number of 
cases, without mentioning a lot of names, and in each case pointed 
out how certain items of evidence can become very important to 
a case. BONEBRAKE would show how latents obtained fro:n various 
and s~netimes unlikely places would be i~portant. BERG said as 
far as he is concerned BONEBRAKE was a excellent instructor. 
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The following investigation was conducted by 
Special Agent EUGENE W. RUIZ: 

AT WICHITA, KANSAS: 

Detective Sergeant, WARREN MALONE, Laboratory 
Investigator, Wichita Police Department, advised November 
19, 1968, he had attended the school given by Mr. BONEBRAKE. 
He stated to the best of his knowledge, there were no members 
of the press in this class. He stated he recalled that a 
member of the press did come to the school and they took 
a break and so BONEBRAKE could talk with him. He stated 
he did not hear what they discussed and the interview was 
no more than ten minutes. MALONE stated he did not know 
of any further inquiries by the press. He stated that during 
the class, BONEBRAKE was questioned concerning the RAY case. 
BONEBRAKE told the class about receiving the weapon for 
examination and checking fingerprint cards and how they 
eliminated them and identified the prints as those of RAY. 
He also told them he had gone to England and testified, but 
MALONE said he dould not remember what BONEBRAKE said he had 
testified to. M\LONE stated that BONEBRAKE told the class 
that the RAY case was still pending and for them not to discuss 
it outside the class;the informationhe furnished them was 
solely for the classes benefit. 
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-
JAMES D. LA.ZELLE, Undersheriff, Cowley County 

Sheriff's Department, was contacted at the Winfield Police 
Station. Ue furnished the following inforination: 

He attended each session of an advanced finger~ 
print school conducted from September 9, 1968 through 
Septeober 13, 1968, at the Wichita Police Academy, Wichita, 
Kansas. The school was conducted by GEORGE BONEBRAKE. 
This school was conducted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
for full-time law enforcement officers of Police and Sheriff's 
Departaents. 

The JAUES EARL RAY case was·mentioned while dis­
cussing latent fingerprints, their lc~ation and lifting, 
and their use in testimony to identify an individual. 
BONEBRAKE stated that he had been able to give testimony 
as to RAY's identity, based on fingerprints. There were no 
newsmen present when the RAY case was mentioned. 

Newsmen from TV Channel 12, and from The Uichita 
Beacon, were present on one or two occasions, during recess 
breaks, for the purpose of obtaining inforhation pertaining 
to the fingerprint school. He at no time heard the RAY 
case oentio~ed while newsmen were present. 

On ___ 1_1_1_2_0_/_6_8_ot __ w_i_n_f_i_e_l_d_,_K_P'a_n_s_a_s _____ Fi le # ___ K_C_4_4_--_7_6_o _____ _ 
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CECIL JAMES LOWER, 227 Random Road, Sergeant, 
Arkansas City Police Department, was contacted at the 
Arkansas City Police Station. He furnished the follo·~11ing 
information: 

He attended an advanced fingerprint school at 
the Wichita Police Department, Wichita, Kansas, from 
September 9, 1968 through September 13, 1968., This school 
was sponsored by the Federal Bureau of Investigation and 
was conducted by GEORGE BONEBRAKE .. He understood that this 
school was open to law enforcement personnel only. 

, 
He recalls that the JAMES EARL RAY cnse was 

mentioned during the regular class period., It was clearly 
understood that information pBrtaining to the RAY case was 
not to be discussed with anyone outside the class. The RAY 
case had cone up in connection with the locating, lifting, 
preserving, and presenting findings in testimony, concerning 
latent fingerprints. BONEBRAKE mentioned having given 
testimony as to HAY's identity. 

Representatives of TV Channel 12, and a photographer 
that took still pictures were present at the school, during 
a recess, on one day during the session. He did not know 
who the still photographer represented, but assumes it was a 
news media. Moving pictures were taken of class members and 
a still picture was posed for by BO.NEBRAKE and a class 
member, during the break. He does not know of any interview 
that newsmen had with BONEBRAKE .. 

The only mention that he heard ~~de of the RAY 
case during the time the newsmen were present, was when the 
representative of the Wichita Police Departnent introduced 
GEORGE BO!IBBRAKE to the newsmen. At that time, the man 
making the introductions stated that GEORGE B01IBBRAim was 
one of the men who had worked on the RAY case. 

11/20/68 Arkansas City, Kansas KC 44-760 
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KEIDffiTH UOUSER, 223 E. 11th, Records and Identi­
fication Officer, Wellington Police Department, was contacted 
at his home. He furnished the following information: 

He attended each session of an advanced fingerprint 
school conducted at the Wichita Police Departraent Academy, 
Wichita, Kansas, from September 9, 1968 through September 13, 
1968. The school was conducted by GEORGE BONEBRAKE of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation. It was his understanding 
that the school v,as conducted for Police and Sheriff's 
Officers, and Vt-as a "closed" school, with no one othe:r __ than 
full-time peace officers invited to attend • .. 

On one day during the school, there were represent­
atives from Channel 12 TV, and a photographer from the 
Wichita Beacon present at the Academy, during a recess, for 
the purpose of obtaining information pertaining to the 
fingerprint school. He did not kno-:-1 any of the representatives 
from the TV station, but he was personally acqu~inted with· 
the Wichita Beacon reporter, JAJ\1ES WAMPLER. WA!JPLER had 
asked him to pose with BONEBRlH-0~ for a photograph as if 
BONEBRAKE was pointing out points of interest on two 
enlargements of fingerprints, and he had done so. This 
photograph was taken in a side office, off of the classroom., 
He heard 110 nention r.aade of any specific case, either Bureau 
or otherwise, during the time that the photographs were being 
taken. Later that night he had seen his picture on 
television, over Channel 12. 

He at no tine observed and was not aware of any 
newsm..q,n having a personal intervieu with BONEBRAKE. 

/The JA!,iES EARL MY case was mentioned during the 
fingerprint school while there were no newsraen present. At 
that tine BOiIBBRAKE pointed out that he had been able to 
give testioony concerning RAY's identity through the use of 
fingerprints. 

MOUSER recalls having read an article in the 
Wichita Beacon, giving what were alleged to have been facts 
of the RAY ca~ and he had bPen greatly surprjsed tht1t any 
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newsman would have been able to obtain as detailed facts 
as appeared to be quoted in the article. 
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Lieutenant G. W. REED, Police Department, Derby, 
Kansas, observed he attended a fingerprint school at the 
Wichita, Kansas Police Academy during early September, 196 8. 
This school was instructed by a Mr. BONEBRAKE, introduced as 
the foremost latent and single fingerprint expert from FBI 
Headquarters, Washington,D.C. · 

In addi ti.en REED said he understood from a source 
unrecalled that BOrIEBRAKE had recently returned from England 
where he had offered fingerpint testimony i'n the J1\MES EARL. 

·RAY case. REED felt he heard this from sone other member of the 
class, but could not be sure on this point. 

In any event he was certain he did not hear it from 
anyone in the presence of any representative of the news media. 
On this point Lieutenant REED said he thought a newspaper 
reporter and television cameraman appeared during the middle 
of the week at the class room, but, wa.1 e at no time, present 
during the closed instruction periods of the school. At · 
best they were in the hall way outside the class or-in the 
classroom during the recess periods. 

REED recalled that at ihe outset of the course 
a quEStion by some class member was directed to BOl,TEBRAKE con­
cerning the fingerprint testimony in the JAMES EARL RAY case. 
BONEBRAKE cautioned the class he was not at liberty to discuss 
this case in detail, but could saj _ he had testified to the 
identity of RAY based on fingerprint examina.tion cit the hearing 
in London. REED said he had no recollection of additional 
comments by anyone ,concerning the RAY case. 
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