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Airtel 

TELYLE 

PTA INTEXT 

URGENT 

5/23/69 

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI. (44.38861) 

rROM: MEMPHI,4441987) (3P) 

MURK IN 

SUBJECT JAMES EARL RAY HAS BEEN RETURNED TO THE SJiFIBY 

COUNTY JAIL AT MEMPHIS, TENL, FROM THE TENNESSEE STATE PRISON 

AT NASHVILLE, TENN., FOR A HEARING ON MAY TWENTYSIX NEXT ON 

HIS NOTION FOR A NEW TRIAL, 

JERRY RAY WAS DISCOVERED BY BUAGENTS TODAY VISITING 

THE SUBJECT AT THE SHELBY COUNTY JAIL. AS JERRY RAY WAS 

LEAVING THE JA IL, HE WAS APPROACHED IN THE CORRIDOR BY BUAGENTS 

WHO REQUESTED THAT HE ACCOMPANY THEM TO SOME PLACE SUITABLE 

FOR I NTERV IEW • JERRY AGREED TO GO WITH THE AGENTS INTO ONE 

OF THE SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT OFFICES, AND AS JERRY AND BUAGENTS 

WERE ENTERING THIS OFFICE, THEY WERE JOINED BY THE SUBJECT 

JAMES EARL RAY' S ATTORNEY, J • B • STONER • STONER REFERRED TO 

THE BUREAU AS THE FEDERAL BUREAU OF INTEGRATION AND ADVISED 

JERRY NOT TO ANSIVEH ANY QUEST IONS • INTERVIEWING AGENTS 

Te,1.etyp Birmingham (AM) 
ICfttcagG (AM) 

A.M, ,-#- Kansas City (AM) 
h (AM) 

A.M.SVD.l — St. Louis (AM) 
Jcniu -
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5/23/69 

ME 44-1987 

PAGE TWO 

REMINDED JERRY THAT HE HAD BEEN WIDELY QUOTED IN THE NEWSPAPERS 

AS HAVING SAID THAT JAMES EARL RAY WAS A PART OF A CONSPIRACY 

TO IWRDER MARTIN LUTHER KING. JERRY WAS ADVISED THAT IF HE 

HAS ANY INFORMATION OF A CONSPIRACY HE SHOULD TURN IT OVER 

TO THE FBI • STONER AGA IN ADVISED JERRY RAY NOT TO TALK, AND 

JERRY RAY THEN SAID HIS I NFORMAT ION WOULD BEST BE GIVEN AT A 

TRIAL. JERRY WAS REMINDED THAT AT THIS TIME THERE IS NO 

REASON TO BELIEVE • i'r E WILL BE A TRIAL, AND JERRY RAY WAS 

ASKED IF BY THE TERM TRIAL HE MEANT HE INTENDED TO TESTIFY 

BEFORE A GRAND JURY • STONER AGA IN CAUTIONED RAY NOT TO TALK 

AND SAID HE IS CONVINCED JAMES EARL RAY WILL BE GIVEN A TRIAL' 

FOR THE KILLING OF KING. 

AS THE AGENTS TURNED TO LEAVE STONER AND RAY, STONER 

CALLED OUT TO THE AG D S TO "BE GOOD" AND TO "PROTECT ALL THE 

NIGGERS." MOMENTS LATER RAY AND STONER WERE OBSERVED TALKING 

TO A REPORTER FROM ONE OF THE LOCAL NEWSPAPERS • 

NO FURTHER CONTACT IS CONTEMPLATED WITH EITHER JERRY 

RAY OR WITH STONER. 
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ME 44-1987 

PAGE THREE A 

SAC AT MEMPHIS HAS RECEIVED INQUIRY FROM LOCAL NEWS 

REPORTER. R •DtI RTER WANTED TO CONFIRM THAT AGENT HAD BEEN IN 

CONTACT WITH JERRY RAY AND WANTED TO KNOW WHAT MATTERS HAD 

BEEN DISCUSSED. REPORTER WAS ADVISED THAT NO COMMENT COULD 

BE MADE BY THE SAC RE THIS MATTER, SAC DID CONFIRM THAT 

AGENT BY THE NAME OF JOE C. HESTX9 IS ASSIGNED TO THIS OFFICE, 

BUT DECLINED FURTHER COMMENT RE NATURE OF INTERVIEW, H RTER 

DID HAVE NAME OF AGENT, WHICH HE HAD RECEIVED FROM HIS EDITOR, 

NO OTHER INQUIRIES RECEIVED, HOWEVER, MEMPHIS DIVISION WILL 

CONTINUE WITH NO COMMENT IN REGARD TO INQUIRIES FROM NEWSPAPERS 

AND OTHER COMMUNICATIONS REPRES C4 ATIVES, 

AM COPIES TO B IBM INGRAM, CHICAGO, KANSAS CITY, SAVANNAH, 

AND ST. WU IS • P • END. 
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SAC (44-760) 6/11/69 

SA WALTER A. WITSCHARD -P-

MURKIN 

Re Indianapolis letter to Kansas City 4/30/69 
and Kansas City letter to Memphis 3/7/69. · 

The following investigation was conducted by 
SA WALTER A. WITSCHARD: 

AT LEAVENWORTH, KANSAS: 

On 5/21/69 FRED ALEXANDER MICHELSON, Inmate, 
U.S. Penitentiary, Leavenworth, #85514-L, advised that he 
served time in the Missouri State Penitentiary, Jefferson 
City,.Missouri, with llAMES EARL RAY. He stated that in 
order to tell bis knowledge of RAY it would take a long time 
and that he also knew valuable information regarding the 
assassinations of President and Senator KENNEDY. He stated 
that he has written a book on the three cas~s and that since 
he has such extensive knowledge i~,would take an exceptional 
amount of·time to discuss them. He; stated that he is 
currently attempting to obtain a furlough from the prison 
to visit his ill mother in Liberty, Missouri, and that 
if this furlough were granted he would ta)1~k to FBI Agents 
while he was in Liberty, Missouri, visiting his sick mother. 

,---- ------ On 5/29/69 CARL F. ZARTER, Administrative Assistant, 
! U.S. ~ates Penitentiary, furnished the following record for 
I MICHELSON: ~-

; 

' I 

I 
\ 
\ 

Name 
USP fl 
FBI #-

FRED ALEXANDER MICHELSON 
85514-L 
2914E 

··The record indicates that MICHELSON was sentenced 
on 2/17/69 in Kansas City, Kansas, to serve 6 years for 
interstate transportation of false securities. 

L/L/ -1-; (;, 0 -- ).?}O 
, . . . 7 

,~ ·p 
f 
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KC 44-760 

It is noted that the case worker's analysis indicates that 
MICHELSON has a tendency to exaggerate his abilities and 
that he was for one year in a mental institution and that 
he had a "sociopathic personality with alcoholism". The 
record stated that MICHELSON is not insane or mentally 
incompetent but tends to exaggerate very greatly. He 
claimed to have 3 years of college but investigation 
revealed that he has had only one night course. He talks 
at length and claims to have written a book about history 
with a "mathematics theory in conjunction with it". 

In view of the apparent attempt of MICHELSON 
to use the FBI to obtain a furlough and his questionable 
mental competence, it is recommended that no further 
contacts be made with him. 

2 
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TO 

FROM 

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY 1862 EDITION 
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.8 •• UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
SAC (44-760) 

SA WALTER A. WITSCHARD 

•• 
DATE: 

.,,,.,,/ 

6/11/6~ 

-P-

SUBJECT: MURKIN 

Re Indianapolis letter to Kansas City 4/30/69 
and Kansas City letter to Memphis 3/7/69. 

The following investigation was conducted by 
SA WALTER A. WITSCHARD: 

AT LEAVENWORTH, KANSAS: 

On 5/21/69 FRED ALEXANDER MICHELSON, Inmate, 
U.S. Penitentiary, Leavenworth, #85514-L, advised that he 
served time in the Missouri State Penitentiary, Jefferson 
City, Missouri, with HAMES EARL RAY. He stated that in 
order to tell his knowledge of RAY it would take a long time 
and that he also knew valuable information regarding the 
assassinations of President and Senator KENNEDY. He stated 
that he has written a book on the three cases and that since 
he has such extensive knowledge it would take an exceptional 
amount of time to discuss them. He stated that he is 
currently attempting to obtain a furlough from the prison 
to visit his ill mother in Liberty, Missouri, and that 
if this furlough were granted he would talk to FBI Agents 
while he was in Liberty, Missouri, visiting his sick mother. 

______ , _______ On 5/29/69 CARL F. ZARTER, Administrative Assistant, 
/ U.S. Stat5 Penitentiary, furnished the following record for 

MICHELSON: 

Name 
USP# 
FBI # 

FRED ALEXANDER MICHELSON 
85514-L 
2914E 

The record indicates that MICHELSON was sentenced 
on 2/17/69 in Kansas City, Kansas, to serve 6 years for 
interstate transportation of false securities. 
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KC 44-760 

It is noted that the case worker's analysis indicates that 
MICHELSON has a tendency to exaggerate his abilities and 
that he was for one year in a mental institution and that 
he had a "sociopathic personality with alcoholism". The 
record stated that MICHELSON is not insane or mentally 
incompetent but tends to exaggerate very greatly. He 
claimed to have 3 years of college but investigation 
revealed that he has had only one night course. He talks 
at length and claims to have written a book about history 
with a "mathematics theory in conjunction with it". 

In view of the apparent attempt of MICHELSON 
to use the FBI to obtain a furlough and his questionable 
mental competence, it is recommended that no further 
contacts be made with him. 

2 
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6/24/69 

AIRTEL AIR MAIL 

TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 

PROM : SAC, BUTTE ( 173-2) (P) 

SUBJECT: MURKIN V 
CR 
00: Memphis 

ReBuarte1 to Butte, 4/23/69, and myairtel, 
5/2/690 

Investigation has been conducted by the Butte 
Division to locate MORRIS R. McCAflVER in the Idaho Falls, 
Idaho, area for the purpose of getting written permission 
from him to review his hospital records at Topeka State 
Hospital, Topeka, Kansas* 

It was recently learned MeCARVER is residing at 
the ROBERTS HOTEL It Roberts, Idaho. On 6/19/69, McCARVER 
was contacted and it was pointed out to him the Bureau 
desired to have his written consent to chock his record 
at Topeka State Hospital. He stated at the time he would 
like to think this matter over and stated he could be 
contacted the following day. At the time of contact on 
6/19/69, be was concerned as to whether or not the infor-
mation he had furnished had been handled on a confidential 
basis and indicated he was still of the opinion if his 
identity was divulged his life might be in dangero 

He seemed somewhat suspicious and unsure. 

On 6/20/69, efforts were made to again contact 

2 - Bureau (AM) (Reg. 
2 - Memphis (44-1987) 
?- Kansas City (AM) 
2 - Butte 
135P/lly 
(7) 

) 
(AM) (Reg.) 

(Reg.) (info) 
SEARCHED f 44BE E 

SERIALIZED — oLtD 

JUN.2 71,9 
FB— KANSAS C!TYj 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



0 

BT #173-2 

McCARVER for his written permission to check his record 
at the Topeka State Hospital; however, McCARVER did not 
show for this contact. 

The Butte Division will continue to endeavor 
to get written consent from McCARVER to check the Topeka 
State Hospital records, Topeka, Kansas. If obtained, this 
written consent will be immediately sent to the Kansas City 
Division. 

-2 
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ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
United States Department of Justice 

Washington, D. C. 

Carl T. Rowan 
The Evening Star 

June 16, 1969 

225 Virginia Avenue, S. E. 
Washington, D. C. 20003 

Sir: 

My attention has been called to the malicious 
article which you wrote in the Sunday Star on June 15, 1969, 
concerning Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director of the FBI. 

For your information, the wire tap on Martin 
Luther King, Jr., was specifically approved in advance in 
writing by the late Attorney General of the United States, 
Mr. Robert F. Kennedy. This device was str1.ctly in the 
field of internal security and, therefore, was within the 
provisions laid down by the then President of the United 
States. 

It is to be hoped that you will give the same 
publicity to this letter as was given to your scurrilous 
editorial. 

cc Mr. Newbold Noyes 
Editor 
The Evening Star 

Yours truly, 
~ OJ. ..::; ~ Q . 

Clyde A. Tolson 

225 Virginia Avenue, S. E. 
Washington, D. C. 20003 
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Routing Slip 
0-7 ( Rev. 9-25-67) 

TO: SAC, 

LI 

[1 

[I 
El 

L 

RE: 

Albany 
Albuquerque 
Anchorage 
Atlanta 
Baltimore 
Birmingham 
Boston 
Buffalo 
Butte 
Charlotte 
Chicago 
Cincinnati 
Cleveland 
Columbia 
Dallas 
Denver 
Detroit 
El Paso 
Honolulu 

Retention 
optional 

For appropriate 
action For information 

LJ 

ri 

El 

(CoPi Offices Checked) 

Houston 
Indianapolis 
Jackson 

cksonville 
  a KKansas City 

Knoxville 
Ls € jaS 

Little Rock 
Los Angeles 
Louisville 
Memphis 
Miami 
Milwaukee 
Minneapolis 
Mobile 
Newark 

f_fl New Haven 
New Orleans 
New York City 

Li 

Norfolk 
Oklahoma City 
Omaha 
Philadelphia 
Phoenix 
Pittsburgh 

Richmond 
Sacramento 
St. Louis 
Salt Lake City 
San Antonio 
San Diego 
San Francisco 
San Juan 
Savannah 
Seattle 

ffl Springfield 

Date 

f_fl The enclosed is for your information. If used in 
all sources, paraphrase contents. 

f_fl Enclosed are corrected pages from 
dated 

Remarks: 

Tampa 
Washington Field 
Quantico 

TO LEGAT: 
  Bern 

L_J 

Buenos Aires 
Hong Kong 
London 
Manila 
Mexico, D.F. 
Ottawa 
Paris 
Rome 
Santo Domingo 
Tokyo 

6/17/69 

a future 

El 
Eli 

0-

Surep, by   

report, conceal 

report of SA   

For your information and guidance. 

Enclosures (3) 

Enc. 

Bufile 

Urf lie 

SECHE' - LED 
RI L1LED..H 

I T 

Ft - KANSAS  CITY 
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7/24/69 

A flTkL . XBJ1t flup 

DnUcTO, FBI (4433Ol) 

SAC, MWN (l7-2) (P) 

• : I1UFbXfl 
cit 
00: W 

aefluIt 7f2/. 

Enclosed tor the Oureau are four copies o 
*Which L selanati 

ncloed ctr Uomphis are two c.otoz of this I4 

VWRIS n. MAV v;ao determined to bc residing 
t the p4cscnt ti= In L1 Lake, Idaho, and Io will be 

iconta-eted in the iidiate future and advined that t.i 
FBI will await his detLori to reviev his httal i'ecordz 
at Topka• State I!pti, peia, Xansas 4, and that if he 
docidw to, give his ozis1t to have the 8,11roau cIect theo 
ecrd, 10 should canVtct tv FBI OXficø Z&to IaUs, 
Idabc. At soon rts he is contacted and advised of this 
hct, the Butte Dtvtz3tu will cIe its, cao dtflt5t8ttVeIy. 

2 rurru (Ec4)(AM)(Eg) 
2 MeaphiS (447)(Eu4.)((AM)(Eeg,) 
CL2 Kansas City Crke  
2 Iutto 
i3P/ dj 
('7) 

SEARCHED 

SERIALIZE 

Q76 
J •MDEX 

I FILED 
• 

FBI -  KANSAS CITY 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



1/11/8t. 

WIii-· 

a. ladiaaapelill -i.tter to ••••• .Citt, '130/88_. 

__ . . _ . 0a 111111• . JUD AJ,BQINI •wur ... ,:. _1 ... , . · 
If .. •• halteatiar.r, £-.. -., .. , ....... , M11,.a.. ad9laed 
IA IIAI.Tlll A. lltliCIUU tlaa• _ bt1 bad IJMa . ta - . Mt.11 .... t 
ltaw ... lteatldy, left••·· City, Ille ... ,,-.••. tile .... _:; 
H• aa .JAMIi UIIL U.Y • 1111 trl.a•ed '&Mt: ill _.. t• t4l11 

Jal& kaowlNI• et UY lt .... 14"-t• aa •WP'S.■alJ.,. 1-.:. ) · 
· aWlat. of tt.1111. lie _,_.t..., adYt.11d ·tlllt. M· I.II 011n••l1 
atteaptias to ~ia • ful .... h '"111 .._ JPi■t•· t• _Yillit ·. 
bie t.11· am .... -la WIien,,_ ... ••••A. _ JI -· ,_J.Mt&-la. b - ·. .· 
anaud,·· .. ""1d-·tal1&·•. .. •... =·' ...... ,i. M -· Sa.Wbert:r •. ' .· 
aqflllmD'l, _Yl8t.•laa Ill■ ...... •·: .. • .- . · -- .·· -.· ·· 

• • • • -: ,' > • • ••• 

0a 1/11/ea, CARL. •·• ...... -~•lailltaratlft •t.a­
tant, a. •• .. ••••••su,. luntallecl ,u. -- foUowiea ... _.. far 
1110!1&.IOlt . ..... ... , .. ,., 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



=r 
. 

-
ar

r 
17

-
~

~
 

• 
·1=

•11
•1 

f •1
1 .

 !Ii_
·. 

l!
I •

 =1
·. !

i'.
 

~ 
JE

 s
 ,:

1; 
· ··

.• 
•l

a 
1 •

1·
' 

.I
 

· 
1i

1 
~

••
• 

;r 
f: 

"r
 S

:;t
f~

:r•
t::

 =
t• 

.. ,.,
 .,

 .....
. 1

i?
-i

f 
'I

 :
 I

 
-

.. 
J:

f4
 

f;-
____

 w
#

r~
 ... 
~ 

~
-I

 
lo

 
fl

f!
i _

_ l
 .•

 l_
oa

...
 

~ 

.. 

... 
• 

• 
• 

.. ~ 
· ·1

1
1•

!1
! 

, 
~ I

 f '
:t

ii
• 

,,
 • a

 r 
f 1

 · •;l
ft• 

.· f !!f
_~.

 . 
f ~ 

I!_
 ff

 i ..
 ;~ 

f 
fl_

._
. 

..
 

.. 
s .

 .,
 

. 
I, I 

a.:
 

-=
-,-

-;r
 1•

'-· 
'-II

 .
 'I

 =
'lri

'•1
-:=

-,•_
·· :·

1 
t 

. 
. 

..
. 

I 
11

 .
. 

. · 
r• 

· .. 
r ,

. 
• 

■
4
 

, 
-
~

 
. 

1·
 .

,.
 

. 
• 

. 
N
W
·
-

■
 

ft
 ·~ 
f.

 
t 

I 
·-a

 
'W

' 

-1
 

..,
 • 

.. 
. 

..
 

l 
: ·

 f
 

• •
 • •

 
-~ 

·. 
· t:

·f 
r 

. • 
. · · 

...
 

. 
'."''{ 

; 
·. 
,,

 ...
 i

i 
. 

.• 
·1 r

: 
.,1

,,1
~, 

• 
. 

, 
.. 

-'
a_

 
. 

. 
, 

. 
• 

.
.
 
1 

15 
. ~
 

• 
-

s.
 

. 
I
,
!
~

•
.
-
_

-
..

 
·
-
-
-
·
 

.
.
.
.
.
 

1: 
\·

 
; 
~
 · 

· 
· 

.. 
· -1

=-,
1 

•i
 

• 
~ 

~ 
.. 

l 
~
 •

 
. 

_,
_,

,..
 

• 
,: 

. ':
'I 

, 

... ··1
 

-
~

 
.. >

~ 
t'

' 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63) 

• • 
{Mount Clipping in Space Below) 

.. 
Ray Alleges 'Federal Agents' 

Killed Dr. Martin Luther King 
St. Louis ( AP)-A tele~ 

v1s10n station quoted 
James Earl Ray yester­
day as saying federal 
agents killed Dr. Martin 
Luther King, jr., and 
"used me to be the fall 
guy.'' 

Station KMOX-TV said lhis 
was part of a statement dic­
tated by Ray, to his brother, 
Jerry Ray, in the Tennessee 
State prison in Nashville. 
.Jerry Ray read the statement 
on camera to Barry Serafin, 
a KMOX-TV reporter who ac­
companied Jerry to Nashville 
Wednesday. 

James Earl Ray, an escapee 
from the Missouri State pris­
on, pleaded guilty to killing 
King and was sentenced to 99 
years. His attempts to obtain a 
new trial so far have been un­
successful. 

The statement was written 
in long hand by Jerry Ray, 
who signed his brother's 
name, Serafin said. 

The statement said Jam.es 
Earl Ray was working with 

;;PileraJ 1gents-not othe~ 
dentified by name or orgam-

James Earl Ray 
---------~"·-•~ 

zation-during the sprmg of 
1968. 

"They told me I was helping 
them to supply arms and guns 
to Cuba refugees to overthrow 
Castro and the Communists in 

. Cuba," ~c statev;,ent contin­
ued. "T e reason why I've 

m;,de trips to Mexico was in 
regard to helping the agents of 
lhe federal ~overnment to sup­
p!y arms to Cuban refugees . 
t;wl'e to ow~rthrow Castro. The 
federal agents led me to be~ 
lieve that I was in Memphis in 
April for the same purpose." 

At another point that state­
ment said: "I knew nothing 
about King being in Memphis 
until after King had been 
killed. I could not argue with 
the federal agents I worked 
for because they would have 
put me back in the Missouri 
State prison at Jefferson City 
if I failed to take orders from 
them. I know that the federal 
agents merely used me to be 
the fall guy when they killed 
King." -

The statement said Ray 
hopes some high government 
official "will expose the whole · 
deal" so he will be freed. · 

"If they don't, we have more 
information which we will re-. 
lease in the near future. I 
don't know what motives the 
federal agents had for killing 
King. Ask former Attorney 
G e n e r a I Ramsw Clark._ • 
Maybe he knows." 

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 

1 Kansas City Times 

Kansas City, Mo. 

Date: 8/15/6 9 
Edition: Morning 
Author: 

Editor: Paul V. Miner 
Title: 

Character: 

or 

Classification: 

Submitting Office: Kansas City 
D Being Investigated 
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Ju Rq>ly, Please Refer to 
File No. 

• • 
UNlT'ED STATES DEPAUT:MENT OF JUSTJCE 

FEDERAL DUHEAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Phoenix, Arizona 
September 4, 1969 

JAMES EARL RAY 
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. -
VICTI1.1 

On J·uly 25, 1969, C. R. CPJ\NK, JR .. , Superintendent, 
Federal Detention Center, Flo~once, Arizona, made available 
the attached copy of a letter written by JOI-Ili HAI'iJILTON MORRIS, 
inmate of that institution to Mr. PETER GOLDMAN, 441 Madison 
Avenue, New York City, New York. Mr. CRANK pointed out that 
the significance of this letter was the fact th2t MORRIS 
i11dicated that JAMES EARL RAY had been paid L>y an indivi.dlial 
known as "BIG D". Mr. CRANK advised that MORRIS was 
received at that institution on July 19, 1969, and was 
incarcerated there until July 25, 1969. 

MORRIS was maintained at that institution as 
a stop-over while en route from San Francisco, California, 
to Leavenworth, Kansas. He explained that MORRIS was serving 
a sentence at U. S. Penitentiary, Leavenworth, and had been 
removed from that institution to San Francisco, where he 
was afforded a hearing on a Writ of Habeas Corpus. 

Mr. CRANK advised that an information card main­
tained by that institution on MORRIS indicated that he had 
been convicted for crimes of bank robhery in 1949, bank 
robbery in 1969 and aircraft piracy in 1969. His attorney 
was listed as PAULL. LARSEN, 309 South Third Street, Las 
Vegas, Nevada. 

MORRIS is described as follows: 
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JAMES EARL RAY 

Race 
Sex 

• 

Date of Birth 
Place of Birth 
Weight 
Hair 
Eyes 
Tattoos 
Occupation 
Marital Status 
social Security 
Number 

White 
Male 

Michigan 
165 pounds 
Gray 
Hazel 

• 

Multiple tattoos on both arms 
Journalist 
Single 

This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and 
is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. 

2 . 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



-- -- -:- .-

--

-  

c -; - r - C., - - -3 • p [ - __ - I 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



In Reply, /-)lease Refer to 
File No. 

• • 
UNITED STATES DEPAHT~'lENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Phoenix, Arizona 
September 4, 1969 

· JAMES EARL RAY 
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. -
VICTIM. 

On Jt1ly ')r; 19~9 ,-.. P. CRl\HTT 11."1 C,u.,._, .... ,~.;,1-1-~--•r'-·,-·..1-
- ,u v ' .._ D J v • .&. l • , -~ _. ... \ ... \.. ' v ,. " • J U p ..;; .I.. ..L .I. L, ·,.;:; 1 .i. U C .o. .i. l, , 

Federal Detention Center, Florence, Arizona, made available 
the attached copy of a letter written by JOHN .fIArilILTON i,IORRIS, 
inmate of that institution to Mr. PETER GOLDMAN, 444 Madison 
Avenue, New York City, New York. Mr. CRANK pointed out that 
the significance of this letter was the fact that MORRIS 
irtdica ted that JAMES E..A.HL RAY had been paid by an individual 
known as "BIG D". Mr. CRANK advised that MORRIS was 
received at that institution on July 19, 1969, and was 

_incarcerated there until July 25, 1969. 

MORRIS was maintained at that institution as 
a stop-over while en route from San Francisco, California, 
to Leavenworth, Kansas. He explained that MORRIS was serving 
a sentence at U. S. Penitentiary, Leavenworth, and had been 
removed from that institution to San Francisco, where he 
was afforded a hearing on a Writ of Habeas Corpus. 

Mr. CRANK advised that an information card main­
tained by that institution on MORRIS indicated that he had 
been convicted for crimes of bank robhery in 1949, bank 
robbery in 1969 and aircraft piracy in 1969. His attorney 

·-was listed as PAULL. LARSEN, 309 South Third Street, Las 
Vegas, Nevada. 

MORRIS is described as follows: 

i . 

SEARCHED • INOEXEO _ 
SERI Al I 

7f"f' . Ht fr' 

SEF 8 1969 

/ ,.· 
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JAMES EARL RAY ----------

Race 
Sex 
Date of Birth 
Place of Birth 
Weight 
Hair 
Eyes 
Tattoos 
Occupation 
Marital Status 
social Security 
Number 

White 
Male 

Michigan 
165 pounds 
Gray 
Hazel 

• 

Multiple tattoos on both arms 
Journalist 
Single 

This document contains neither reco~mendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and 
is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. 

2 . 
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I 

•• .. - • 

DIUCl'GR 
• • l'BI (44-38881') 

SAC, PJD•IX (44-471) (.auc)· 

.11mMJU.~; .,/ 
DB •. DJlTI• LUTD& iftG, JB. -
YICTI■ . 
ca - COll8PIB&~; 
DF.&C - _IIOBBDY 

00: .. 

• 
9/4/89 

.. n airtel to ,a. 8/6/89, D l•t. ton:, 8/22/89~ 

ftlere 1B eac·loaed for tlle 1111.fta• or1s111a1 _.. -
tllree_copl~ of Lette~laead ne■•raa• reflect1ac-~ 
tioa furateba4 by llr .. c. a. CUJII. laperiatelldellt. · •Neql 
Deteatioa Center, noreac• • .&rtaoaa. i-eprdtac JOHii . -
IWIIL!OII IIOIJl18, all l• 1te who .... t...-,artly- illcarceratetl 
at tbat· iliatitutloa froa.-T/19-Sl/89• llldi.,.tills tlaat·be 
bad _t;aowledp· of who paid .MDI --~ MJ. · .. 

· -- aac1oaed for Ka-• CitJ • na■plaia alld •n York 
are two coplea •cb of aboYe LBII~ ·· 

IeWIN: 

Dlf818 Clff DffIIICII . c~ 
.AT. LMUIIIOBTB, DJ18AI drJ~r/~\t·0· ' _.'A~'J ~;'-" 
Will laterwiew JOIII .BIMIL1'0II -- ....-rd~ 

tile eoateata ef Ilia · letter to D'i'M «RzD1f\W, 444 lladi.,_ 
Avenue, •ew Tork C1t1. lfew York. 

~ Bureau ·(llaca. 4) · . ..- Kn••• -City (Sllca •. I~ 
r 2 - ■1■pllia (44-1N7)(aiaca. 2) 

2 - •• York (lacs .. I) 

. 

1 - Plkoenlz 

DP/wpj 
_________ L/~f-_ 7£ o-/3/l 

rsf /11,n,,; ,_. ~ · I"'--_. 

(9) 
,...,~·,,' ~. ·' :,' ' ' 

. . -· . 
SEkL~L iif: · : · 

; . ' . -

! i 
; 

; I 1,~_u__. f 
LW~.--_____. 

.. 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PX 44-371 
UP/wpj 

• 

ITBW TORK DIVISION · 

.. 

.AT NEW YORK CITY, KEW YORK· 

• 

Will interview P:ITD QOLDMAI', 444 Madison Avenue, 
for his knowledge of JOHN HAMILTON MORRIS and •his· evaluation 
of statement that JAMES aRI, BAY was paid by "BIGD". 

2 
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• 
• 9/4/89 

aac. 1■1:111:a c.....an> CIIIIC) 

...... , ......... , . -

DL llllftDI: LI •De_. a~ .. 
flC'IIII ca... . ., 
INC •. -· 
lllt B alrtel. le .... .,.,-; D let te R •. .,.,.. ••. · 

- . ·. 111n .la·e111Cl••· I• ........ erlplla1 •• 
tllftNt e • et ... ...._. .• , ,.... _ &'dleetiltS . ·· .. • 
tlGII fu■. •t,■t - _.. C. a. C1111&.. .. .. laMllllllllt• · _ •1 
a.tea-ti Clllttlllr• ft - oe •· - . . - . . 4'fll8, · - -
NMWIIIII -IUIL - - l ... _ -... MIii.. ..,._r aW . 
at _u.t 11111utllt1• !NII Tl» ••• 1M1••• lllat lie· .·· -
1111d .,,..1•1s< et wllO ,aU J .... ■fSI: M-Z. · .. · · . - : . . 

. -1••• f'• 111■11• CS.tr• ■11rB1i■ _.. ■•• TGft an two . ...- aaoll et . ....,. -1111.. · 

•••• , 
KIMI• Clff DIYUIGI 

,.., .......... a:••·· 
ft11 ia't4tniew JC1111 •MD,911 -I■ NSlrflilla 

tile OOllll■ta ef •u lMtft te .... ---·•• ........... 
-·-· ... l'orll Cit~. ... ..... -

4 .. 11111'1■• (I•• 4) 
.. s.•■•• at,. cm ... a> • ■1 1;ta (4 ... lNT)(Z ea. 9) 

2 ...... Yeatt (a 1■.. I) 
l .. PkJBEla 
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m 1111& •IYl81• 
,.,, • ... cnr. m 

· · ftll. llltel'wlft »Will Jl'IMl!I• 44f.· .... ..- ·•••., 
tor Ida Mt1w141dt.4 O.f .M■I UMJL._ -18 ... lue --1•illll 
e1 .a.••••t Uat JAIIIII ... Ml' - ,aid a., .._ r. 
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• . ' . ' 

·' 

. VTfflVTV ; ·1
-,·~: 

.. , 
·, ' 

. ' '.,',: ,_•. .,., ... . , . 

;, ~ . <>."· ... :·., __ :;_,;7-, 

I~-. ' < • (j • 

-~~ -~. . t~t ·. '··-., . . 
" . 

' . '<i;: '1- •• 

._ ~· - . ) : . 
,.1 ,; 

. r1u~"~"' .. "'. ;. -~j/ ... ". ·": 
oo:~.MEMPl.IIS _ . .;_.; ,f · ., i 

· .. ,··.· .. Re }(~~~ City iett~ to D~oi-~ 111it1.,s. 'i ·.·' . .. ,, 
-,,·. ·: .'. . .· ':. ; . : . .- '\ : ,, ·,: : .. ~ ._\:.,: ... -" ~:· ;' ·: ,'. <, . :.,. ·,:.' ,, ... ,:-;, ... ;:·, .. ,. .. · . .-- . 

, .. :Referenced c:Otmawtfca'tl:on . ,cont.fried htforfflAtion ~f-rom -; . · .< : · 
a ~.·KAR.la RAPP,' ··tcan .... · .. city$.'M!isour!., regax;ding·,;a foX'Bl-.,..· '·., .. ·· · 
S$-gene~al.by the ··nue ··c,f~ BEINZ.-~BLL!:Jt, aka HE.?NZ HANGER~.: 
who he ha~ p~:viously .met· in:· Puerto. Vil.~a,- . :JfUELLER w,aa 
reportedly also a aember of -04easa, an 0X'g4n!intlon ·. "'f .... ··. . . ,{; , 
formerSSof'ficers. • .. · .. · .:•:·, .. • · ••. 

I . 

RAPP ala~ had advised '·th•t ·h• w~.• ··prev(busly: Jn :'. ' . 
coin'etapondenc:ze. ,with~ a JOltN KATHIES(lK, a retired 'A,aeriaan. , ... 

., formerly living in· Puerto Vallart-. ind:·oV,•r 7f.f years .of ·age;· 
RAPP vlsited· Puerto Vallarta dlll'ip.g s*!ng ,"of_ 196.9 and· : ·: · .. 
advia•d·. that ;he dettimained JOmt·_.KATHIESON lras ·: no. lQng•r - '. · ·. 

· · living in that. area.~ ·· · · · , · · · · · · · ·· · · · 
. . ·.·. . 

: ,. • ' ' • ' ·" • 'j. ~. :· ~\ , •. • ••. , ' ·.:.- • . ; '. • ; 

· .· - . On 9/9/69, · ·KARL ;lAPP .· t•lephonically a.dvit1.ed · lC~nsas · 
· C'lty Office. tb4t :.he. had received, a. letto from MATHIESQH on· , .. _. . 
· ~/1/6tl from> Puel"to Vallavta. In·: thi~ · let:ter, which was mostly :\ .. 

·. i,«tr90114l in natuJita~ MATHIES.OH atatad that~::HEINI .MUELLER <is·, ., -
· noy residing in We_is►aden·~ ,· ~•~Y. The <,letter _ diet not'. .. •···. •· · . . · 
. 'e_laborate · --•1Mt RAPP C<?'1ld :f~S:elt".: no 11ldl"• · !~f or-.tion reg'arding . 
. · HEINZ M\]ELLER or· MANGER •. ~pp stated that ·MATMIESON di~ fiot · 

, .. ·-c . give .. a return a.ddre•s but· hia forme~ .a~dress had· .. been Pos-t • .. · 
· · .. :Office Box 53, ruerto Vallarta,. Mexico •. · .,·•.· 

,. ' , " 

.. · .. RAPP adYi$-d .if ~J\Y: -ad.dltiO?l41. information co••· 
.to his atteation h•· will,.,immediately ~on~ct the.,,xansaa ·City 
Office. 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



DIRECTOR, FBI (4~-3886lJ · 9/12/69 

MURKIN 
.00 MEMPHIS 

Re Kansas City letter to Dire.ctor, lf/29/69. 
: . 

;,'J..'. 

Referenced eommunica:tion contained :in.f'ormation from 
a Mr. KARL RAPP~ l<ansas City~ Missouri., regarding a. f-ormett 
SS general by the name ofHEINZ MUELLER, aka HEINZ MANGER, 
who he had previously met in Puerto . Vallarta.. MUELLER -'ifas · 
reportedly_also a.member of Odessa, an ot'ganization of 
former ss officers. . 

- . -

RAPP also had adv'iaed.-that he was previously·in 
correspondence with a JOHN_MATHIESON,_a retired American 
formerly living in Puerto Val.larta,and eve~ 70 years of ag•• 
RAPP visited Pue:rto Vallarta. during spring of.·1969 and -
advised . that he determined JOlili MATHitSON was no lbnger 
living in that area. . -· ·• 

On 9/9/69; KARL.· RAPP. tti!lephonically. advised l<ansas 
City Office that h~ had receive4a letter from MATHIESON on 
9/8/69 from Puer'to :Vallarta. ·In this letter, 1#hich was mostly 
perso1¥.1l in nature, MATHIESON stated that HEINZ_ MUELLER is 
now residing in Weisbaden, Germany. The letter did not 
elaborate and RAPP could furnish no·more iii.formation regarding 
HEINZ MUELLER or I-iANGER •. RAPP stated t'hat MATHIESON did not 
give a return address but his former address had been 'PQ_st 
Office Box 53, Puerto Vallarta, Mexico.· · 

RAPP advised if any additional information comes 
to his_attention he will immediately eon-ta.et the Kansas City 
Office. 

Leads in this matter are being ·1eft to dise~tion 
of office of origin or Bure•u• 

This ca·se is remaining ,pending .inasmuch as a lead 
was set out to interview JOHN MORRIS~ Leavenworth_, Kansas~ 
in Phoenix letter t9 Director , 9 / 4 / 69 • · 

2 Bureau (RM) .
1

1_ Memphis (ll4-1987) (RM)_ 
Kansas City · . 

R H :-jr1: ,, , '· 
( 5>}1f. .•· 
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DIRBCTOR, JBI · (44-38881) I 10/10/69 

+ . . > 

SAC, KANSAS CITY (44-780) 

JAMBS BABL alY, aka1 

/ 
I 

I 

DB.IIABT.:tlt LtJTHBR KilfG, JR. • VICTIMJ 
CR .. COBSPIBACYJ. 
UFAC - 1£1)JIRY 

(00-lleaphis) 

Be Phoenix letter to Bureau, dated 9/4/69. 

On 9/16/69, Sellior Officer Specials.et CLYDE. 
STEWART, u. a. ~nltentiary, Leavenworth, D,ns..,., lftdviaed 
SA WALTER A. WITSCB&BD that inaate JOBH IIAJIILTOH IIOUIS 
#83856 waa "out to Court" •1Dc• 9/11/69. ITZW.\BT. advised 
that it would be illpoasible to anticipate IIOBBIB' return 
but that he would notifJ 8A TITSCHlllD upoa IIOUII' return. 

LEADS: 

KADAI CITY DIVIIIONt 

AT LUVBnoaTB, DM8AS: 

Will at USP-Lat Leavenortb, interview JOHii 
IWIILTOK IIORBl8, USP•L #8"56, Cell 8 576, eaplor,d Shoe 
Factory, reference Phoem.x·l•tter to Bureau, 9/4/89, upon 
MOBRIS' return f~~Qourt. 

2 .. Bureau 
2 .. Jleaphla (44-1987) 
~- !few York 

nJi,,(3)- Jt&nsaa City 
ti'J'· WAW :BIL 

(8) 

• 
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' • 
DIRICTOB• IBI (.ff-38881) 10/20/88 

SAC, KUIAI Clft. (44-.760) ..P. 
_). 

, . 

... PllNIWI letter to Bun&II ........ ,,, .. . 

Oil 9/18/19• ... lor ,·01'11ee:r l,eaialtat CLYfB 
S'l'BWAIIT, U. s. »eaitenttary, Le&welllfOl"t1', D•••• ady:l.aed 
SA WALTBB A. 11'.fllCBAIID that·,,_,,. JOJtJI BIIIILTOII' ... 11 .. 
#138H .... "Old to Court" •iace 9/11/11. .lt.Sftl'l' &fliaed . 
tb&t it would be s.,., •• 11tl• M> .. ,,...t. 'Wll8' ,zie'lura 
but that b.e YOU14 IIOtlfJ 8A nflClll• -,oa. IIOBIJ8• · retun. 

1,8'811 

l'ADAI c1u··.D1na10lf'1 · 

AT LIAftlllDllTII, D111U: 

1111 · at IJIN at ,..,,.aortla · laterri.ff · .tOIII · 
JIAaW · w• .· •·-L 183186 .• Cell 11 "·· eap1op4 lnoe. · 
hct:f • refer._. ftoetds letter to aureau, t/4/19, upoa 
aeaan. Ntva fQJr».Coun. . . . . . . 

'1' ·, ' 

,.·' ' 
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In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 

• • 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT_ OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

rJ<~.w York, ~w York 
November 5, 1969 

J ~!'R(t 11 ha r1 l·t~ y 
Dr. Martin LuthE·r King, Jr. -
Victim 

P~1t,:r Gc-ldm~n, Senic-r tditcir 1 Newt:l~€ek Magezin.f!, 
444 Ma.ii..:.;on 1-\Vt::i.nUf:, ~w York City f'urni~ihe:d thE- fo1.low1r;.g 
lnformatio:~'.l. to ~jpecinl Agent D. tugene :.."ffl.ith {)11 Novt.1mb:.:-r 
3, 1969, 

he et-in.not rf1c;~ l. :_ h~vir~ r·ver met or h~_ving eve?' 
Tt)Ceiv\?1 c::;rre;:;p;)ndB"nCH from n Jehn Hami ! tt,rt Mnrris. A 
r~vi":.'~ t:e tht: file~ (.)f th~ L;s.,tt,2r DepHrtment of tho 
M--:tgn.zine f 1±ileJ t~) .revet\.1 that he e·v.f:r1r rcc(.,ived · JC). letter 
trc~ J chn Hr,1ml 1 ton t,iorri s. 

Hi? hri ~ [".J?VPr h~,.rci (}! anyone r~ferre,j to as 
1

t .. 31g V'' in con ... '1.e;ctlon \1vith the J~m~j l:;,3_rt H.f-ly Ct~;S:e an1 
h .~ l-1"';' ..... ,.., !.fri,·)·•le.?!·1·gt:• . ....,r -~v .··t'"'t""-1¥.ll'~r·1t b,61nrt rn..-.--1,"."l, th"'t J~mb-~• ..; .e. , ... : ;,; · '- lv s~ .. -,,,_\a », ~ J '!:: !,_,. t~J .t..iJ' 4 ,-,. ~r:: .n .. ~ . 1£ •t:, .... · ~4 r~J b .. ~ .-. .. ~~ ... ~ .:: . 

...,/Jt i ita.y -wr1.s paid by "Jig D'1 • 

~ ,-_,.eat contains neit'"'-:-
re·cj~•ttona n .utJ~ . 

·,t tnc· F1'-fr.,. I• or oonolu.-91ons ~1 
, ~ . ..,. is the prope.,.... · -
-.- tho FBI qr•rl i""' 1 d • "#. . . · · ~ ~ oane to 
·.(.{ency. 1 t and - t l'OV. 
.. ~ 1 s oontenta AN 
•. : to be distributed outetda 
.. r :t~ency. . 
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In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 

• • 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

New York, New York 
November 5, 1969 

James bf.lrl R:3y 
Dr. Mrirtin Luther Ki11g, Jr. -
Victim 

feter G1.)ld11!.~n, Jenior :Utlitor 1 Newsweek Magr.~zi~, 
1+44 M::¾1.ison ,~venue, fllew York City furnished the fol1·: .. ;wing 
informa.tion to ,:.;;pecia1 Agent o. i!iugene Smith on NoV(0tflber 

3 ~96q . 
' .1. ... ; 

lie CR.nnot rfic~ 11 h;,.ving (f)Ver met or h~1ving ever 
receivc".i cc,rr,~3pondence from a John Hamilton Morri3. A 
r,:view d>f the files of the Letter DepArt11ent of the 
1·1agazine failed to re\'eal that he ever rece-ived a. letter 
free John H~milton Morris. 

He ha.s never· heard of anyone referred to s s 
1• Sig D n i .n co n ... 'le ct 1 on ·with the James B.t?i r l. R,;i y c B. s e ~- nd 
he has no knowledge of firty st~.tement being rnade ths.t Jtunes 
Lar 1. day w~ z pa id by H 3ig Oft. 

H~ receives numerous 0 crsnk.0
· lettera which he 

deposits in the ·JJaste b~sket. No record is kee,pt or these 
1'crar.Jtn letters. 

1'hi1 4ooument contains ne!the. 
reoommenda tions . r 
of' the FRI I nor ooncl1~1ona 
of the~;.· 

1
t is th8 propertw· 

~ .u.L anr, I 3 1 . ., . 
~.gency· it ;~;d i'+ oaned to ,our 
not to be di~tr1 b:t odontenta are 
'·1~1:c agency. 8 outa1de ·· -

\ . 
• 
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• 
DIHEC~OR, FBI. (44-38861) 

·. JAC, NEW YORK (41+-1609) (RVC) 

' J 
J ~ d. EAitL RAY, aka • .. 
DR. MARTIN -LUfflER itNG, JR. ~ 
VICTIM 
CR - CO !JSPIRACY; 
UFAC - ROBBERY 
(00: · ME) . 

'11/5/69 

Re: I-hoe.nix: let.ter dated 9/4/69 

Enclo5ed for Bureau a:re four copies of LHM. 
Enclosed for Kansas· City and Memphis are twc copies each 
of LEM. · E·nclosed for Phoenix ·is one eopJ of LHM for•.·· 
inform.a.ti.on. 

. liurnerous efforts were made by New York to . 
contact PETER GOLDMAN, Senior Editor, Newsweek Mag1:1zine, 
444 MA.di son Avenue, New York City :iuring the period 
9/8/69 through. 10/29/69 with ·~n;-3uccessful results. · 

le - 5UlillAU (.Encl 4) 
(2I- Kansas ·city (Encl. 2) ~ 
2 ~ Memphis (44-1987) {Encl. 2) 
1 - Phoenix (44-37l)(Encl. 1) 
l - Ne-w York (44-1609) 
(8) 
OE3:oes 

761/,o~ 11;;/ 
-,$.:...EA ..... RC-HE-O~-:~:.~~~:-:X::E~2=;r. 

SERIAUZE.D _. 
.. · NOV . 

Bt - KANSAS' CITY ,. · ; 
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. DIREGTOR, FBI (44--38861) 

.. SAq,. fEw· YORK (44-1609) (RUG) 

· · J.AME 3 bARL RAY·, r-tk2. ; 
·DR. MARTIN LUTHER KI NG, JR. -

·. ViCTIM . 
CR - CONSPIHACY; 
UFAG - ROBBERY . 
(00: ME) 

Re.: · Phoenix letter date_d 9/l+/69 

Enclosed for Bureau are f()ur · copies of LHM •. 
· Enclosed for Kansas City and Memphis 8.re two copies each 
or LHM. Enclosed ro~ Phoenix i.s one ·copy of I.HM tor 
int"ormation. .. 

I4un:erous efforts •er. mad,e by Mew· York to 
contact PET.b:R

1

• GOLDMAN, S~niol' lSdi tor, Newswe~k Magnzine, 
·441t- Madison Avem1e, New York)City during the ·period 
9/8/69 through 10/29/69 with unsuccessful results. 

1-
--i 

1. -

(8) 

BUREAU (ii.incl 4) 
.Kansas Ci_ty (Encl. 2) . 
Memphis (41+-1.987) (Encl. 2) 
Phoenix (44-371) (Encl. 1) 
l~w York (~~-1609) 

OEJ:oes 
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0-9 (!iit>ev. 5-0..:.-64) • • 
FBI 

Date: 11-10-69 

Transmit the following in -------------------,-------------­
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via AIRTEL 

MURKIN 

SAC, Kansas City (44-760) 

Director, FBI (44-38861) 

(Priority) 

ReNYlet 11-5-69, one PXlet 9-4-69 and KClet 10-20-69. 

If not already done, Kansas City interview John 
Hamilton Morris and suLHM within three days of receipt without 
fail. 

1 - Memphis (44-1987) (Info) 

Sent Via __________________ M Per _________ _ 
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11-13-11 ~_."°~-

AIRTEL J\DtMAIL 

DIR.ECTCR• r!I (,4;;.38861) 

FROM: SAC• 1'ANSAS CITY (114-180) . (IUC) 

SUBJECT& MUlU<Ilv 

ReBuairtel to Xaneas Ci~Y-:\1•10•69 •. 

Enclos.ed foJ' tl:e l~s Anr,ieleu O·ffice ·are.one copy 
uch of letter frcm Phcer,lx "to the 'D!recto:rr 9-lt-69 · vi:th LUK 
and >t~rox copy cf lette·r from JOUN HAHILTOli HOIRISJ al.Jsc 
encloaed fo~ Loa Ana•l•• ia CO?Y cf New York· le.tt•r to the 
'1ii-ectcr ll-S-69 ref'l.eet!rig results ·of fnterview .-,it,h PtTFR 
GOLDMl~tt. 

On ll-13-69, CARL F •. Zr4'Tl;R, Ac!a.lniatrat.1.ve .· . 
Aaaistant, :.; • c. !"'cni"tel, -~!.ar,y, L,~t:-~nwor•th., J<;insas., advised 
that inmate JANES liAMILTON MORRIS1 ~83865, wae. releAs•d to 
the euato'1y ot 'the USM on., ~ll--&9 t_o be ·produced .in the 
USDC, Los Augelaa•. Cuitorn.ia. MOitltIS 'ba.s, not· a• yet returned 
to Leavenworth. Authorities et Leavenworth ae· unable to 
anticipAte,hisreturn. I't ,ie therefore suggested 'that the 

· inteF"..riew set fcrt'!l in Phoenix co1111unication f<:,r · the xanaas 
City Division be- haadlea: by the Loa An1eles Dlviaion. Los 
Angeles should 'be a.ble .to det:ermine wheNal>out• of HORRIS 
through tho uSH' s cft!cc in that area. · · 

It is to be noted "tha1: the copy 'of.the handwri~-tan 
letter f-.rom MOllRIS to GOLDMAH is.ba1tely 'Peadable. If Los 
Angeles decides a more legible copy is.needed, it i. sug1ested 
they obtain one fi-oa the Phoenix Offtoe.- Xafl•••· City believes 
"that the in.dividual .. aen'tloned in the letter as Big ·D• who 
was ap:~hended in Hew ,Mexico two •••le:• · • ia posai.bly 
llOBEJtT DE PUGH, head .f- 'the Hinut:e~ . ·. iaation.- who is• 
also currently inc:ar.cerated at Lea!ffnWO . h ~i't•rrtiU'Y• ·. 

. . ,._ . . tj.c(- l~ cJ ~/3 oL J 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



I . 

. For the inforaa'tion of the Loa Angeles Offlc•• 
red.rtel fro• the Director instructed KU1aas·City to 1Jtt•~ 
view JOHN. HAMILTON MORRIS and submit LFfH wt thin ''t1-ree .. daya · 
of receipt without fail. 
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TO 

FROM 

SUBJECT: 

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY 1962 EDITION 
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6 • UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
• 

z14-7G0 DATE: ll/14/G9 

- VIC'l'IM 

to Director, 9/4/69. 

n~: 0/21~/GO a,,,1 11/t1-/:~n q.1.=. ,•')-r.-r~ cc"' c::-)rc 1· r:,1-i 5 + ~-" ,.J ,._, ,J, C --' ,., .,__ - V'..,, ...., V.• ..• \. .J.. .,_,.i. l...i;_ ~ Cl ..,_ L, 

0 .. >.",·, vr:· .. _:.• c-:,,;T,;y1,r,,'.'1':' ,-7 .. -j ,·,-,,,; C'J,}-'.·~+·,,::,Q Y)r-.· .. ,1.• -:-0.•-··tJ.•ary y C,r'lvro, ·•\'iQ""+· .. 
._...-....,,--/~ U.L.<1.'IJ..J..;..,..,:., l..).i..~.:.. ....,._'-· l \.I~ ""'CO ...... v., . .1.. v~--" .. ' ..LJ·::.:...o. <-~..!-~., J. 11t,.1"'"·~, 

··,-a~·,5,:,s r:ir"l-•-is-·c, ·'-,,a· .. i·,••a-l·--, TO"''.; ~ .. l\1\!'1I·T.'·,"lf .. )";T 1-··o--·····,.1...-0 u,1·.w -1r:,00;:;,,..., 
... :,.c ,.~ :c:.s, ' c.;.•-,V-'- ;- ' :.~- l, _u1i; vt: .. t.) ~· .. l~ ___ l.,J.\' ,,._,..\. 1._ • .i.·, J.'/,l.' ..il,.:.1, u, 1:J.,;_•'J.11,u,:_"...Jv•~', 

,;;a.s s\:iJ.1 out; co cou:tt si~~c:~ S/11/69. t:r. s·_,_·LJJA:~t-J.' advised 
-~~-a~ :01e v:'ill notify ti1e ·writer wbe:.J LIOi.t;.tIS returns frorD bis 
court appearance. 

LLADS 

K.ANSAS CITY 

AT LEAVLNWORTH, KANSAS 

Will interview JOHN HAMILTON 
accordailce with refere~ced letter upon 

V 'I_/ l u c) 

~-

... 

I.if) 

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 
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• 
SAC, 44-760 

SA WALTER A. WITSCIIARD P 

JAMES EARL RAY, aka; 
Dr. MARTIN LUTHEBKING, Jr. - VICTIM 
CR-Conspiracy; UFAC•llObbery 
OOltE 

Re Phoenix letter to Direotor, 9/4/69. 

11/14/69 

On 9/26/69, and 11/4/69, Sr. Officer Specialist 
CLYDE STEWART, United States Penitentiary, Leavenworth, 
Kansas, advised. that inmate JOHN HAMILTON Mom.us, U8U83856, 
was ·still out to oourt since 9/11/69. Mr. STEWART advised 
that he will notify the writer when IIO&RI8 returns from his 
oourt appearance. 

LEADS 

KANSAS CITY 

Afr LEAVENWOB'rH KANSAS . , 

Will interview JOHN BAJIILTON MOJUUS, 83856, in 
accordance with referenced letter upon bis return from court. 

WAW:jmh 
(2) ~ 
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FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63) 

• 
(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 

7-f u~ge_qi;cl~rS More j 
Exercise and a Job . -·· _: 1

• 
, ' . . . ' . 

FOr James Earl Ray 
Nashville, Tenn. (AP)-A it is only to protect him from. 

federal judge ordered Tennes- bodily harm." 
see state prison officials yes- Miller described as con-­
terday to provide more exer- structive a suggestion by W. S. 
cise and a job to James Earl Neil, warden, that Ray be al-

. Ray, who says he prefers the lowed to· help serve food to 
threat of death at the hands. of other maximum security ,pris­
fellow inmates to remaining in oners . while.· they were locked 
solitary eonfineinent. . ·. up, and help janitors-· with 

Judge William E. Miller's cleanup. The judge . reserved 
·order cou.ld resulth1.Ray's b.e- : fi.nal ju~·gm. ent, ho~ever; until~, 

,_ coming ~ p~rt.-t~me f~ _ser- .~ h_e received the wr1tt!~ plan.. . , 
,lier and Jarutor m the prison's Expresses_ •_Wish_ 

. . . -. ·t ... . t·. Ray was asked at the day- . 
max~um sec~i Y: s~c ion. · long hearing whether h~ · 

-. ay IS the admitted killer of feared harm from other · in-
Dr ~ Martin Luther King,;jt\ mates, and replied, "I'd rath-

Orders Plan by State · er face that then 99 years in 
Miller ordered the state- to solitary." 

submit by January 12 a plan Miller said at the outset he 
incorporating "recreation, would decide only if the con­
work and exercise" for Ray, finement violates Ray'.s rigbts 
who had sought an injunction under the eighth amendment 

1 again~t cont~ued maximum '!lhicb pr~ibits crueJ and up-
security confmement. He con- usual purushment. · 
tended it was impairing his ~ 
health and violating his rights. 

The state said Ray, who was 
sentenced .to 99 years in King's 
slaying, was being kept in the 
6-by-9-f oot cell here for his own 
protection. 

"Enforced. idleness can be 
eruel punishment," Judge 
Miller &Jid in handing down 

I liis order, "particularly when 

• 

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 

2 Kansas City Times 

Kansas City, Mo. 

Date: 12/30/69 
Edition: Morning 
Author: 

Editor: Paul V. Miner 
Title: 

Character: 

or 

Classification: 

Submitting Office: Kansas 
D Being Investigated 
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• 
(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 

JAMES RAY INTO COURT1 
Claim That Maximum Security Violates His Rights 

Is Pressed by Man Serving 99 Years for 
Martin King's Slaying .. . 

A HEAVY GUARD
re~sal~~:11ts .and is dall!aging h~s 

· · A Motion Rejected 
Judge William E. Miller of the 

Ten Carloads. of Federal U. S. District court ruled that 
~Ray should be present at the 

and Tennessee Offi. I hearing, but denied a state mo-

stand By · tion that he be given a physical 
cers examination first. 

'I'he state maintains Ray's I 
BULLETIN confinement is for his own good. 

and that his health is fine. 
Nashville, Tenn. (AP) Ray contended in a hand-writ-

James Earl Ray, seeking to ten petition that it is causing 
win a transfer from a maxi- him "untold anxiety. apprehen­
mum security cell at Tennes- sion and ill health" to the point 
see state pentitentiary, told a that he believes he "cannot cope• 
federal court today that if au- ~with it further." ~ 

l
thorties believe a conspiracy'-= [Among those Ray's attorney ·. 
was responsible for the slay- ! ubpoenaed for the hearing were i 

ing of Dr. Martin Luther: i male nurse and doctor fro 
,.King, jr., 'they should have a·~ i' e .prison. t 
trial." Ray's counsel also sought to 

. -- ·· call the chief of Vandervilt hos-' 
Nashville, Tenn. (A~)- pital's psychology section, but 

Jan1es Earl Ray went mto Miller reserved judgment on 
federal ·court today to argue that until today. 

1 

that his confinement in the Seized In London 1 

maximum security sectio:1 Ray has been under tight secu-[ 
of the Tennessee State pen- rity sine~ ~is arrest. in ~nd~n; 
itentiary here constitutes after ~ng s _assassmat10n m, 
cruel and inhuman treat- Mem~his, Ap~Il 4, 1~8. He was, 
m nt held ma special cell m the Shel-

e · . by CoW1ty ja~l while awaiting 
~ay, serv~ng 99 years for t~e trial and was brought to the 

sruper sl~ying of Dr. Martm i prii.5on March 11, the day after 
Luth~r Kmg, Jr., ~as transfer- i he pleaded guilty. 
red m. a heavy rall?storm from! Ray has remained in maxi­
the pnson to a cell m the feder- mum securitv sin"e thc:r1 excent, 
al courthouse before dawn to- for one trip· to Memphis where i 
day. He was guarded closely by his bid for a new trial 0~1 the ba-
10 carloads of state and federal sis that his guilty plea was 
officers. forced upon him was turned· 

Ray, appearing pale after 18 down. 
months behind bars here and in ' An appeal of that ruling was 
Memphis, was shackled as he turned down by the state Court 
was whisked into the court- of Criminal Appeals. An apoeal 
h«?use. Iw claims .maximll,Pl to the staj:e Supreme court is, 
s~ctinty confinement vioiates pe'ht'Ung. __ .. _ _ ___ _ · / 
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ARRIVING FOR A HEARING, James Earl Ray, con­
victed of the ~~sassir..~tion of Dr. Martin Luther King, jr., 
N~gro dvil righ:s lemle;:, is escorted into the federal court 
hm:se in Xa<;hville, Tenn., today seeking release from maxi-

'knum slt:urity at Tennessee stitfe prison-(Wirephoftl). :r 
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· 4'.ulJ, 19".• . _ 
Oldorcl, ··a1-1n1ppt·· 
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2/16/70 

AIRTEL AIR IIAIL 

TO: SAC, IIEJIPHIS 

FROM: SAC, KANSAS CITY (44-760) C 

INFORIIATION CONCERNING CONSPIRACY TO 
ASSASSIN.ATE DR. MARTIN LUTHER KIBG, JR., · 
July, 1966, 
OXf ord, · Mississippi 

Re Kansas City letter to Memphis, 2/5/70 •.. 

The following is a correction of the FD-303 of 
SA KEITH JI. IIU?n'ER: 

Page 6, Paragraph 4, Line.9, last three ~ords, 
"not be contacted" to "be contacted". 

1 lleaphis . 
~ G) Kansas Cl ty 
U- JEO/jeo · 
' ' (2) ' 
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TO 

OPTIONAL f'OHM NO, 10 
MAY ICU," EDITION 

GSA FPMH (41 CFB) 101-11.r. • 

, UNITED STATES GO .. lNJvfENT 

lvf emorandu1n 
DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 

• 
DATE: 8/19/70 

FROM SAC, PITTSBURGH (44-578) (C) 

SUBJECT: MURKIN 

f 

On 7/31/70, GEORGE BEN ED~Q_DSON, a former 
Top Ten Fugitive, w11_"0-is ___ presentl:}i- residing an.:{ working 
in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, un,_-1 the mswne;J name of 
ALEX BORMANN, personally appearer1 at the Pittsburgh 
Office at which time he furnisher-1 the following information: 

EDMONDSON advise.:t that he is presently resiAing with 
his wife JINETTE anA his young son at Brighton Terrace, 
Apartment 403, 721 Brighton Roa,...,, Pittsburgh, Pa. 15233, 
after having recently moveA to Pittsburgh from Montreal, 
Cana..-1a, where he harl been living anri working since his 
release from the Missouri State Prison (MSP), Jefferson 
City, Missouri, on $5,000 bon~ pen~ing an appeal with the 
Missouri Supreme Court on his arme,..., robbery sentenceo 
EDMONDSON stated that since his release from MSP he has 
been living anrl working unrler the asswner1 name of ALEX BORMANN. 
He stater1 he is employe--1 as a project engineer by Rust 
Associates, Ltrl., Montreal CanaAa, a Division of Litton 
Industries anr-1 was recently transferrer1 to Rust Engineering, 
Pittsburgh, Pa., for a new work assignment. EDMONDSON stated 
that officials of Rust Associates, Lt--1., anrl Rust Engineering, 
Pittsburgh are cognizant of his present status anA his back­
groun,., as a former Top Ten Fugitive. 

EDMONDSON advise~ that his purpose in contacting 
FBI, Pittsburgh at this time was because he was greatly 
,...,isturbe--1 over some recent Aevelopments that h8ve come to 
his attention which coul11 result in his ir1entity being 
exposer1, thereby jeopamizing his employment anA all that he 
has accomplishe,..., since his release from prison. 
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EDMONDSON stated that he recently learner:t that 
a book enti tlerl, "I Slew a Dreamer," written by ·wrLLIAM 
BRADFORD HUIE, published by Delacorte Press, New York 
City, is being sold tlroughout the Unite.:t States anl'i Cana;fa. 
He state;r that this book is a story about JAMES EARL RAY 
anr1 the events lear:ting up to the murrler of MARTIN LUTHER KING. 
He state,.:t that upon reaAing this book, he rletermine~ that 
his name anr'f some of his aliases, inclurling ALEX BOR1'1ANN, 
are frequently mentioner{ in several cha~ters of the book 
with regarrl to the author's suspicions that he, EDMONDSON 
may have been involved with an;f influence;{ JAMES EARL RAY 
in the plot to murrler KING, while both he an.:t JAMES EARL 
RAY were se~ving prison sentences togeth~r in the MSPo 

EDMONDSON stated he is fearful that notoriety of 
this book will leart to his subsequent exposure by some 
nev-rs me-1ia tracing him to Pittsburgho He statert he has alreaAy 
receive;r one anonymous telephone call at his place of employ"'" 
ment wherein the caller suggesterl he go to a bookstore an;t 
rearf, "I Slew a Dreamer" which he \\UJl~ fin . ..:t very interesting. 

EDMONDSON stated that he immer{iately notifier1 his 
attorney, JA:tv'iES Ao DUl'lN, Carthage, Missouri, of the contents 
of the book and maile;r him a copy to rear:to He stater'f that he 
has also brought this book to the attention of his superiors 
at Rust Engineering, Pittsburgho He state;{ that if he shoul;r 
be expose...:l he will consi;fer filing a ;famage suit for slan--ler 
against the author an~ publisher of the book. He state;r that 
insofar as the author's suspicions, that he was involve,.:t 
with JAMES EARL RAY in the mur...:ler of KING are concerner'f, they 
are not true an~ FBI recor;rs woul;t substantiate him on this as he 
was extensively interviewe...:l along these lines by the FBI after 
his apprehension as a Top Ten Fugitiveo 

EDMONDSON stated that he was merely bringing the 
above mentioner'f r'fevelopments to the attention of the FBI 
for informational purposeso He stater'f he is awaiting 
instructions from his attorney as to what action he shoul;f 
take with regarr-1 to his problemso 

The above information is being forwarr'i to the Bureau 
for informational purposes onlyo 
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lames Earl Ray 
In Civil Appeal 

Memphis (AP)-An attorney 
for James Earl Ray, sell-con­
fessed slayer of Dr. Martin Lu­
.ther R:ing- jr., says a ruling in a 
i civil suit on !Ray's behalf proba­
bly will be appealed to the U.S. 
Supreme court. 

I 

The comments of Richard J. ' 
Ryan came after the U. S. Sixth 
Circuit Court of Appeals dis­
missed Ray's attempt to void 
contracts between himseH and 
Percy Foreman of Houston and 

hur Haynes, sr. of Birming .. 
m, 1 a w y e r s and Willia~ 1 

adford Huie, a writer. ( 

Ray contended In his suit lhj 
the three meh duped him into 
signing a contract and that 

[they were more interested in 
: getting him to enter . a guilty 
plea to Kmg's death in 1968 than 
: they were in seeing that he had 
[ an adequate defense. 

Ray had charged that an open 
trial would have diminished roy­
alties to Huie and the two law­
yers from writings about the 
slaying, since facts would have 
been placed on open record. The 
1~1,d)ty oJ.ea did not require a 
full-scale trial. 

• • 
(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 
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