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,J~mes Earl Ray Recaptured 
,After Sawing· Out of Cell 

Petros, Tenn. (AP)-James 
· Earl Ray, serving 99 years for 
killing Dr. Martin Luther King, 
jr., made an unsuccessful at­

. tempt yesterday to escape from 
· prison. 

Ray sawed and hacked his 
way out of his cell in Brushy 
Mountain state prison, Tennes­
see's maximum security facility. 
But guards recaptured him in 
less than half ,~m hour before 
he could find a way to get over 
the prison wall.-

Ray, 42 years old, pleaded 
guilty to the sniper slaying of 
King outside a Memphis motel 

1 April 4, 1968. 
I 

tures sometimes gets up to 400 
degrees. 

"It apparently got too hot for 
him in there and he came out • 
Our guards apprehended him."· 

Moore said Morelock, serving 
a life term as a habitual crimi­
nal, worked as a prison mainte­
nance man and had· access to 
such tools as a hacksa•v. 

"I figure Morelock slipped the 
hacksaw to Ray and they both 
intended to escape," Moore 
said. "But guards heard a noise, 
checked Ray's cell and discov­
ered him missing. Morelock 
didn't have time to try to get 
out." Warden Robert H. Moore said 

Ray used a hacksaw, apparent. 
ly slipped to him by his cell- JAMES EARL RA y Moore said both Ray and 
mate, Roy Morelock, to cut Morelock had been moved from 
through one bar of his cell. . ,, , . " . what he called a working area. 

mches, Moore said. Then he of the prison to its maximum 
., "He sa,.wed through the bar crawled out and g2t into a heat- security section. They were ~ut 
and got a clearance of ,,1.8 to 24 ing tunnel where the tempr.ra- in separate cells. 
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' ' ..... ~ _ _,, '(E:i~~YI?;~~;!f~\~iI. _,, ,*-.; ··., v~•-
~ nating and conspiratorial world 
• of the Ray brothers-James . ,. 

i Earl Ray, 44, John Ray(38, and·· 
I 
1 Jerry Ray, 37. • 

The lini.ited glimpse into their 
· lives is occasioned by their ex-

pressed concern to The Star t,:_ 
· over a , recent 52-day period 

which John Ray, convicted of 
· bank robbery, spent in the con­
; trol unit ( commonly called "the 
I hole") -at the federal penit~ntia­
; ry at.,Leavenworth, Kan. 
I 
, James Earl Ray, who is serv-

< 

' 
: ing a 99-year ~entence in the 
f Tennessee State_ prison in Nash­
t ville for the assassination of Dr. 
: Martin Luther ,King, Jr., says JOHN RAY JAMES RAY . . - JERRY RAY 
1 that he believes that John is be- · - · -- · 
: ing harassed at Leavenworth as James's about which the three develop, black on white or white gravated assault in the shooting· 
t part ·.of an effort to persuade ' . on black · of· a 17-yeat-old youth' at' ~the 
~ him, ~ames Earl Ray, to start brothers have written and Jerry . ·, - --_-_·--_------- headquarters of the· National 
• co-operating with the fBI in its Ray has telephoned The Star. James Earl Ray's l~t~er ad~s States Rights Party, a white s11_. 
! i~ves~igation of the Kmg ass as- Prison officials at Leaven- ~hat when. he was. a~aitmg trial prema<;ist group, in Savannah, 
1 smabon. . . . m MemphlS and his alle~ed de- Ga. •· , •· · , , 
• w o r t h, interviewed Friday, fense attorney" was trymg to ._ _ _., _ 
• If John Ray thinks tliis is the readily acknowledge that John talk 11.im into pleading guilty, A jury found him innocent in 
: reason, he did not Say so in ei- Ray spent from Sept. 19 until "one of the arguments this at- November of that year, howev-­
• ther of two letters he has writ- Nov. 10 in "the hole" but say torney used ... was that if no er, after testimony was present-' 
: ten about it. Rather he chalks that tJhis had nothing 'to do with such plea was forthcoming then ed that Jerry Ray had shot the 
i his troubles ·»p to the federal . . I could expect harassment y,outh in self-defense, after he 
• government's desire to Qerse- James Earl Ray. They said 1t against certain family members found hini trying to- steal rec:-
:~ute "right-win.· gers" and white was because Jo~ Ray had re- and. the J.D. might .ac.tually ar- ·o. rds from the headquarters. ·. · 
f · outhern segregationists. fused (1) to work m the shoe re- rest one or both of my ~rother~ _ _ _ _ _. .. 
'

1 
. _. pair shop with a Negro and (2) in some connection with the Jerry Ray said the y_outh w~ 

: Jerry Ray, the Younge~ t to live in a racially integr ted cdme rwas charged -with_,,. · a member·of the ~erican N 
, rother and the only one not m -. . " ~' ' . Party and was trymg_.to .. ste 
: prison, tends to lean -tow~rd _ &:man. ~e~ 1ij Cell Block A · James Earl . Ray enclo~ed a the name~ of all N .S.R.P. me 
, brother James's theory~ addmg · James Earl Ray's letter (it copy of a statement he said the bers f<,>r, its own use. 
, that he believes the FBI also . court would not allow to become - \ . _ . . __ - · 
~ ould like to ressure him and appea~s to be ~rom him, any- a part of the court record alleg- Jerry Ray w~s identified then· : J hn to st Prt co-operating y;,ay; it '_Vas mailed here by an ing that after he had plea~ed as both a security guard.for the 
• ~ . ak h' the' mtermechar~ and Jerry Ray guilty an FBI agent visited him N.S.R.P. ·_ headquarters.· and 
~ t~mkmg tthei t ~ow t mgs Y vouches for its authenticity) ob- tn prison and told him "that he c a m p a i g n manager tor the 
! ave no ye O 

• , jf:cts _ to effort_s by prison offi- wanted to find out those respon- Goorgia gubernatorial candid.a-
: James Earl Ray, meanwhile, cials a~ Leavenwort~ 13$t year sible for Martin Luther King.'s cy that year of J.B. Stoner, ~ 
,continues to maintain that he to con~me John Ray in .an_ 8-man death, and he expected my co- N.S.R.P. leader. Stoner, who is 
11 was coerced into confessing to ~,ell with seve~ black prisoners operation.'! - · . one .oLJames .. Earl Ray's .attor-: 
: the slaying of the famed civil u~der Ute gmse th_at t~ey want neys, more recently ran for the. 
•rights leader. And John Ray in- to mtegrate the prison.' H~ then q~oted t~ agent _as U.S. Senate'•in-·Georgia-; He lost 
» • • · • l8- . . . havmg told him that if he main- b th e 
• s1sts that he 1s serving an . ' 'There are mdications," tained an unco-operative atti- 0 rac 8• 
!year sentence at Leave~worth Ja_m~s Earl. Ray_ wrote, "!hat due, "I could expect my broth- It was Stoner who first iJ1:: 
,for a ~ank robbery he did not t~ ~te~3:tion p1~ch by prison ers, John and Jerry, to be down formed,The star that John Ray 
; comnut. - - offlcia~s _1s Just a simple ploy by here keeping me company." was- having trouble in Leave~--

, 1 R.. . . . - t· ... t the off1c1als-who are under the w rth Jerry Ray followed this 11
• James Ear ay 18 no ye control of the JD (US Justice Both of James Earl Ray's O : • ·-
:talking mueh about the "con- Department)-t~ hav~ ~omeone brothers did have trouble with up with a call of his own. . 
:spiracy" in which he may or m_aimed wh~ won't co-oper~te the. law after the· King a~sassi- _ In a fqllow-up letter, _Jerry 
•may not have been involved, with . th~l11: I? matter~ outs1d~ nation, but no concrete evide1;1ce Ray wrote that the FBI in -St. 
:but Jerry'Ray said last-week by t~e Jur1sd1c~10n of prison offl- has been broug~t fort~ to lin~ Louis is "g;ying to get me on a 
•t 1 h _ th t h' b th d"d c1als, then, 1f the blacks go for these troubles with their notori- phony bank robbery charge." 
, e tepf_ one t ~ Kin

1
~ roth etr t 1 it, thE; offi~ials · can blame the ous brother. : · - · , . · , By telephone yesterday, he add- 1 

• no ire ,a r · g, a · wo ·resultmg v10lence on the black ·· ·· , · d th· t ·f~ 1 d s h d been 
'other men were involved and · . " John Ray was convie.ted' --~f ~ . a !C<U-,.;f a or_ er a I ' .· : . pnsoners. '.I'-' , ' . ' .. iss••nA' 4-1-,..;4- !lln'U time he or I 
., "~sed" J~mes E_arl Ray to n~- . . robbing the Baim· ~f St f~tE'~. · ~'""~:--:~ · ; 
•plicate him while lhe was 1n Officials at Leavenworth say in eastern Missoup:_-Qn. ,~t~ ~;. brother J"ohn ,Jwhen he w 

urder. ,He added he does not there, that the largest. are 6- $53,,000 was taken,. in _ tbe., :ro:b.:--., ... · ~·· ·'!~•~-· ·· _- _;_, pie )J.P ... 
. ow the 1identity of these two man cells ~nd t~at whlle they bery. .·· .·· . . :. . __ ._ , , b.e1d •.. : . ___ , _ _ ___ ... 

men or their motive. ~re all _rac1~1ly integrated, the . . . --! 

mtegratlon 1s always balanced Jerry Ray was arrested _.in,: f 
• But it was John's plight, not so that a 5-1 ratio would never July, 1970, and charged with ag-, -- -- . -------·-· ---- . 
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Tlle det~ils of how John Ray choices: (l) _ .kill the trouble- He said Ray was told he could man cell but to keep all 6-man to live in a combination bed-l' 
wound up in "the hol~" at Leav- _ m~~g guard, (2) kill the crazy work at some other _job if he did cells integrated on a balanced room and toilet with a Negro." 
enworth vary, accordmg to. who N_~~'- (?) go to (my) ~ell and not want to work with the black basis. To have racially segre- "This sneaky Nixon wou1d do 
is t ~ 11 i n_g th~m. Combining ~tut until court ~the prison ad- inmate in shoe repair, but that gated 6-man cells, Witkowski the same for the .suburbs if, he 
John S· vers10n with !,hat offered JU.Stment committee) opened it would be unfair to move the added would be to ·encourage could get away with it" he add-
by C. J. Malley, assistant w;;i- 'Pd: get a transfer. I take_ No. 3. black from the job just because varioJs ethnic groups-particu- ed. '_ 
en fo~ custody and S. ~- t, Ar"- .-time I figured it was the Ray wanted him moved The larly Chicanos-to seek the , . 
k?wski, case hmana~ementh~O-O:- l~iof three evils. Judge Mal- black was better qualifi~ at same type segregation for them- John Ray revealed othe:. Elt~i-
dmator at t e pnson, is JS 1e· · ';;.;.;..ii-d • t d · 1 tudes on polltlcs a11d race m ·his . d. . . Y:-' \;'~ me a rac1s an srud shoe repair •than Ray Malley se ves. . . . . . .. 
how 1t happene . 1 t fuse to work.,, added ' . . wr1tmg, asserting, for m~~c~, 

All. a ee that John Ray ..... -! .), . . . · · . W1tkow:sk1 added t~at to prac- that the. Justice D~part~en:t. 1s 
sta d 0:t:.of trouble from the i-l~~1'ltay sa~d h~ was ordered . Ray ref~se~ t~ t~ke any other b~e racial segregation at the pe~secuti~g ''r1ght-'!1?ge,r~' 
daff'ne entered the penitentiary im-Q~4Jrom hIS smgle cell to a JOb, he said? ms1stmg the bl~ck pnson would be to defy the U.S. while lettmg "black nuhtants~' 
in May, 1971, until September of 6-mat),. · racially integrated cell inmate be given another assign- Supreme Court. alone. 
this year. . as punishment, citing th~ racial ment. Asked why they would place He objected to the Justice~'De-

It is also agreed that John ~~·l!P of the otl1er inmates After disciplining Ray by tak- two men of opposite _races in. a partment's efforts to deny ~pa­
Ray was assigned to work _in rattJ.,r ~an the number of cell- ing him out of the single cell, I o ~ k e d _, shoe-repa1r ~hop In roles to such persons as ~l>ert 
the shoe repair shop at the prIS- DJ,ates as the element of punish- Malley added, Ray chose on his which kmves were . available- B. DePugh, founder of the nght-
on· and had worked there for ·ment involved. own to go to solitary confine- especially when . the white's ist Minutemen organization;,-:and 
some time without incident un-

0
• ·; •· . • • ment rather than an integrated b~other wa~ thought to have ( an apparent reference to ·b).m-

til according to Ray, a "half- --~~Pe Y and Witkowski ac- cell. killed Dr. Kmg-but not put two self) "a person who (has) ·'ije.e• 
J~w half-Indian" was assigned knowJ:edged they could under- . . such men in a double cell convicted of robbing a jew~on-
to ~ork there with him. stand why Ray, his attitudes on Malley said that John R~y against the wishes of either, trolled bank." · 

. . race being what they are, might agree~ on N?v. 10 to work m Malley said the two situations . . . 
Malley sard that only two_ 1;11en think this but insist that the the prison pamt shop whereup- were different. When asked to mterview ,.John 

wo:k. in this shop an~ beei~ ~hine~t involved simply loss on he was released from "the , Ra_y personally at the. pris~ 
1,_ves are necessary m shoe re- 1

0f ·U.'. privacy of a 1-man cell. hole" and placed in a 2-man . Jo?n Ray~ c?mm~nts ?n ra- Friday, ~~lley and '3/1tko~ki 
1 

. air, th~ t~o men are norm~llY .. M9st .. inm_. ates regard the single cell. His cellmate, he said, is cial mtegrat10n m p_r1son mclud- refused, citm~ Bureau of; ~--flS· 
•. ke~ ms1de the shop durUlg ~~-,a privilege to be sought. white. e~ the observabo~:"Strange ons regulatio!18 pro~1l>-1t1ng 

orking hours. ":· · .. · · , . . Nixon don't want to mtegrate a newsmen from mterv1ewing f~ 
" . . ~ bl · ~y disputed John Ray ~n !he_policy at Leavenworth, he suburb, _but. will send a white eral prisoners. This general po 

_ ~~e 'f: out of ~ cl~~~ ,u~'ottier. ;important parts of his s~id, 1s never !o force men of segregabon(ist) to months in icy has been challenged in co .. 
(~~ ~?half~!~.wr~at-India~) istqnr~ different ra~es ipto the same 2- solitary because he don't want and a final decisioa is pending. 
ran at me with a knife. I took it • -- ·· -- _ _ _ --~ : __ 
away from him. Other inmates 
told me I should cut his throat, 
· since lt would be justified." 

, ·The·' m~n was trans£ erred to 
another federal institution after 
this_ happened, Ray wrote. 

Neither·Witkowski nor Malley 
said he had heard of such an in­
cident. 

They do agree, however, that 
,on Sept. 10 a Negro inmate was 
·assigned to· work with Ray in 
the · shoe repair shop. (Ray re­
fers to him as "a crazy Negro." 

_.,-~l...immediately went to .a. 
guard and asked for a 
transfer,''. John Ray said. "He 
,told me to go back and ·work 
I with him." · 
! 
' 

• 

• 

• 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63) 

• • 
(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 

1Lawyer Backs Ray in Kin 
Memphis (AP-James Earl the 1968 .,,,,,..,.,.,,.,,.,,,l'llat,10· n of t.i..- f . . ~- ue man o Houston, everyt 
~ claimed he was st.inding civi!l rights leader. aoout his ·actions in tJhe case. 
on· a sidewalk outside a ·'room• Hanes's account of Ray's mg booSe when . Dr. Martin version of his whereabouts Ray said he told Fnremaq 
T ··th 12'" • ..,.,. J k when King was lkilled was. the all the details "but I didn't. 
.uu. er~, r., was:, illed in f t t . tell him about anybody else 
1968 and ran away ben!ln,se he ITS S"'Nn estlmony t.o cbaL- ' ~ lenge police theories that Ray their :names or addresses.,. 
knew he was in tr'ouble, Ray's shot King from a bathroom in. He sa1d he had no addresses 
£hit attorney testified i·ester- the rooming house. but had •·a couple of phoue 
d~. Hanes said he had asked number~.'' ·. 
. Arthur Hanes,. Sr., of Bir- Ray 100 times, "Did you fire R•sseday said·• he later was 

mingham, Ala., testifying in .a the shot that killed Dr.\ pre· 'by ,an author, Willia~ 
U.S. District Court heari11g on King?" · !3radford Huie, who was writw\ 
whether Ray should be al- "Invariably the answer was mg about the case, tor thei 
lowed to nullify an eadier no," Hanes said. names of coconspirators, ' 
guilty plea iin King's. death, Hanes said Ray told him 1 ~ 
said Ray told him he had that. on _the night of April 2 his \i,.· .. \1 "The. consp.iratol's I never i 

gone to the rooming house 30:,.06 rifle was "taken" from , . · .' \ 
and met a contact named a motel in Mississippi and "lt,vas aSSOClated with more , 
"Raoul," talked with the man that Ile did not see it again I\ 'ihan one persan," Ray said. : 
and then went downstairs and ''until it was thrown down" ': "I don't believe I ever used 
"had a beer or two." with . a bundle containing I the word 'conspirator' or 'con-

"He was standing out on thi Ray's pers'onal effects and bi- \ spiracy.' '' 
sidewalk in front of the room- noculars. near the rooming . Ray seeks a. tnal 

O
n 

ing house at 6 :01 p.m. when h?.use after the shots were I I grounds~ that Fore!nan eo-~ 
the shot was fired," Hanes fired.. . . . 1 erced his plea and lmi former 
told the court. He 1said that . Hanes said that. when the ! attorr.ieys ~ere guilty of a 
Ray was scared and fled. rifle was t~kl.·en.,_ Ray w.as left Ii· ~lie~ of 1t1terest because oft···. 

Earlier, Ray had testified a note te~ himJo come to ~err nghts to li~rary royal- : 
that when asked about a con· the . roommg house on · Mem- 1 tes from a book about the , ~ ... , '11,if . S"""" t t 3 ,. 
spiracy in the slaying, he said pu~ s i"4al~ ,i;..ee a p.m. . ase. · . . . 

1 

he was "neVer associated April 4. Ac◊J.rdirrg to Ray's :i' . . · 

with more than one person." a~ount. Hanes said, Ray 
He did not identify the person drove .. into · the . area and 1 

and was not •asked his name. pal.'lked seven or eight bl4lek:a 

\ 

The statement came as Ray -awaY. . 
concluded his testimony in a · ''He walked to the rooming 
U.S. District Court hearing on ~house and checked in and 
whether he may with'.draw his. then his contact contac~d 
guilty plea and stand trial in him and asked where his car 

, was parke<lt Hanes said. 
According to Ray, Hane! 

said, the contact had him ~et 
the car and park it near th!' 1 

rooming house. Ray then was , 
told to buy the binoculars. 
Hanes said. Ray returned to a 
room at the rooming house, 
accerding · to Hanes's testi­
mony. ' ' 

"At 5:26 p.m. the contact 
. told him 'Jim, you go. down 
and . get yourself. a beer . a.t 
Jim's grill.' " Hanes gav~ a." 
Ray's account. · 

Hanes and his son, Arthur 
, Hanes, Jr., were dismissed as 
Ray's attorneys in NovembPr 

· 1968, two days before Ray 1 

was scheduled to go . on trial i 
for murdering King. : 

Ray touched on the conspir- i 
theory only btiefiy yes~r-i 
when he was • asked 

heT he had told hil , 
er attorney~ Perey Fore- · · 
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JRay Claims State Flad Np Case . ~ 
·.~ :Memp~ <APH_. Earl The U.S. Supreme Court get a fu!J•triai six weeks aftej 
: ~y testified• yesterday he be- y~erday upheld Bay"s effort entering his guilty plea Mercb 

lieved the ~te bad only a to obta!i:n evidence about the 10, 1969. : :=~= co=ted a i:! clTcumstance~ of his guilty[ King, the civil rights Ieadet-,t. 
of murder in the 1968 assassi- plea, upholding a federal I was gunned down as he stood •. 
nation of Dr. Martin Luther court order that his former· on~ Memphis motel balcony'., 
King, Jr. attorneys surrender d o cu- April 4, 1968. l 

Ray told a fede:r.al court ments connected with the 
hearing that his attorney, case. 
Percy Foreman, H o u s t o n , Rav testified Fridav that 
urged him in early 1969 to royialties from a ·b o o k 
plead guilty because Foreman about his part in the slaying 
argued there was a 100 per were more important to his 
cent . chance of him being lawyers than trying to prove 
found guilty and a 99 per cent wm innocent. 
chance he would get the death. Ray said that 'Birmingham, 
penalty if.be went to trial. Ala., attorney, Arthur Hanes, 

"I told him I thought that Sr., sold the book rights of 
was ridiculous, that the state Ray's story to author William 

t would rely on circumstantial Bradford ·Huie. Ray said he 
' evidence, and the most they suspected Huie of hurting bis 

could convict me of, if they defense by ,disclosing confi­
f convteood me, -was aiding and dential information. · ·· 
t s~" Ray said. . The evidentiary hearing be-

f: Ray pleaded guilty _ i n fo.re Judg~. Robert McR··· ae w. aa [ 1 

r ch 1969 to murder and ordered m January by the I 
L . sentenced to a 99-year U.S. Court of Appeals for the •~ 
l · prJson term. ..· . . 6th Circuit. Ray first tried to I 
r. 

. ___________________ ....., ___ ~ 
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l Ray Denies Shot · i 
But 1J akes Blame -· 

the· ·case because ; • tho~:· : 
my h~alth was: deteriorating/' . 

1, ' 

Memphis {AP)--Japi,es Earl 
~~ys he <lid not shoot Dr. 

tin Luther King, Jr~, "but 
I believe I am paxtly respon-
sible for his death." -

The statement came in a · 
letter introduced into evidence 
at a U.S. District Court hear­
ing at which Ray is seeking to 
retract his plea of guilty to 
the slaying of the ·civil rights 
leader ihere in 1968. 

The letter was written by 
lbay to Sen. James 0. East­
land (D-Miss.) on Maa:-ch 14, 
1969, ,four days after he en­
tered bis plea of guilty in the 
King slaying. · 

Asked .at the court hearing 
yesterday what the wording of 
his letter · to Eastland meant, 
Ray replied, "I assumed you 
could be involved in some 
kind of crime :and not have 
knowledge of it. I had no di­
rect k!llowledge." 

Ray's attorneys c on t en d 
R:ay, 46, was the "fall ,gµy" of 
a conspiracy cam-ied out by 
others. 

Ray also testified that on 
the afternoon of the King a:s- _ 
sassination April 4, 1968, he 
had rented a room across the 
street from the motel where 
King was murdered, believing 
there would be "some kind of 
meeting between me and an­
other party up there." 

He did not elaborate, but 
his attorney.s have said he 

\

thoug1ht he was going to dis-t 
cuss the gun-runmn,g business. 

Ray said he could not ac-

he said. - _·. . . . .-. 

count 'for ffie discovery. on ·the 
street·· nearby of his binocu-:· 
lars and .30-06 rifle, whi~h the 
state contends was fired from · 
the rooming house batkoom. n------------

Ray's firn1gerprints were on 
tihe rifile. · · -

Ray testified he had · wit­
nesses who could tell of -his 
whereabouts 11 minutes be­
fore the assassinattion. He 
said he had kept the informa .. 
ti.on to himself because he 
feared t?he FBI would find the 
witnesses and harass them. 
Ray was not asked before 

the hearing was recessed for 
the day where he was at the 
time of King's ·slaying. I. 

Ray claims his formea- at­
torney, Percy Foreman of 
Houston, coerced him into 
pleading guilty •and that both 
Foreman and another former 
.attorney for Ray, Arthur 
Hanes, Sr., of Birmingham 
Ala., were moll'e interested~ 
lite!Vacy royalties on his case 
than i,n preparing his defense.. 

Ray said Foreman taJked 
him into what he thought 
would be a "technical plea of 
guilty to .get me out of town to 
the penitentiary." He said 
that he was unable to get 
Foreman to wi,~hdraw from 
the oase, so he decided to , 
plead guilty, then retraet the J 
plea, obtain a new ,attorney 
·and roo,pen the oase. 

"I d~dn't want to drag out 
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l~!~)!!E~l!!f i~m~ ~t ~re~!n~~ ~~~l~f~ 
~ay_ testified yesterday for and another former attorney, money that llllght develop 
t e first time in an effort to Arthur Hanes, Sr., of Bir- "fiiom the communications in• 
win a trial in the slaying of mingham, Alia., were guilty of dustry." 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., a conflict of interest because Ray testified that Hanes 
and said he suspected an au- of contr1acts they had with recommended he drop an aP­
thor, Wimaim Bradford Huie, Huie for royalties on a book peal of his extradition to the 
was a source of information about the case. United States. Hanes ,gave no 
. to his prosecutors. Ray told of the events lead• r,e,aison, Ray said. 

Ray told a federal court ing up to his guilty P}ea After his return to the Uni-
hearing he became worried Maire~ 10, 1969, for ~h~ sl~ymg ted States, Ray said, "I sug­
when Huie "wrote something of King as the civil rights gested maybe we should find 
linking me to the K.K.K. (Ku leader stood on the balcony of some other way to finance the 
Klux Klan)," and that he the Lorraine Motel here. trial. I didn't think it would 
complained to a late Criminal Ray wa~ a partr to _the con- take all that much money to 
Court judge, Preston Battle. tra~ts which at first mvolved finance the trial. He felt 

Ray said that he learned Hwe, Hanes 3nd, later, Fore- strongly that was the only 
f, ,,l· H· . ' t· 1 man, when Foreman replaced way to derive the necessary 
10m reaumg mes ar ices Hanes as Ray's lawyer . 

and books that "his whole R&.·y's new attorney; have funds, . 
technique was to get someone h ll d th 1 . tiha The def~nse later mtro-

. . . c a enge e c aim , t duced . copies of several con-
to mcr1mmate themselves and Hianes and Foreman were tracts Ray said he bad , not 
then he'd give them money: I seeking 1:Jhrou~h the contracts seen until recently. 
thought maybe he was trymg to recover their legal fe,es. One was signed by Hui d 
to do the same thing on me.'' "I never got any money," H bef Ra , etrancli 

R 'd ;anes ore y s ex a · Ray said he also was suspi- ay sa1 . . . . . . -
cious of Huie because the Ray said after his June -1968 hon and provided that Hme 
original list of 300 witnesses capture in London he had in~ would pay $35,000 to Ray and 
was increased by about 30 af- quired about the availability Hanes, but only after Ray 
ter he talked with the writer. of Hanes and F. Lee Bailey to was returned to the United 

"I assumed Huie might represent him because they States 
,}wve said something to the · were the only two nationally "We~e you aware of this 
newspapers and the prosecu- known attorneys v/hose home-
tion got some more witnesses towns he knew. He said later contract when Hanes advised 
or something," he said. Hanes wrote him saying "he you to waive your extradition 

Ray took the stand. on the accepted the case, although appeal?" asked Jiames H. Le-
fourth day of his hearing to actually_ I ~idn't think I had ~~~,.~:r:J ::;~ent attorney. 
determine whether he is enti- asked hlm. H 'd H 1 t t The defense also produced a 
tled to withdraw his guilty . e s~i _anes a er me contract signed by Huie with 
plea and stand trial for mur• with him m tbe Lond0n Dell Publications. It discussed : 
dering King on April 4, 1968. prison. At a later meeting the release of Huie's novel onj~. 
He is serving a 99-year sen- Hc.nes showed up with con- March 15, 1969-five days af­
tence for tlle murder. tracts giving the lawyer Ray's ter Raiy claims he was co-

E
Ray claims he was coerced\ power of attorney and assign- erced into the guilty plea. 

o. the plea by a former at-
rney, Percy Forematt, of 
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\~e:r(!:am::"!~E~}~o~~~~h•~? ~~!!i~ =~'. ~ will be cross-examined guilty plea in March, 19&9. pleaded guilty ,to King's niur-t 
11iis week on his contention "l saved James Earl Ray's der on March 10, 1969. 
that· he was cQerced into life." Foreman once said. "If · 
pleading ·guilty to the 1968 . I hadn't negotiated that sen-
murder of Dr. Martin Luther tence for him, he'd hive 
King, Jr. drawn: the death penalty." 

At a U.S. District · Court Earlier; Ray said~ Hanes 
hearing on his .efforts to with- · had sold book rights for Ray's 
draw that plea and win a new story to William Bradford 
trial, Ray testified Friday Huie, .an author. Ray. said he 
that royalities from a book suspected Huie of hurting his 
about his part in the slaying defense by disclosing · confi-
were more important to his dential information. 
attoneys than trying' to prove "It appeared I was being a 
him innocent. · state's witness· against my-

Ray took the stand, criticiz- self," Ray said. 
ing his former attorneys, Ar- The evidentiary hearing be-

=ithur Hanes, Birmingham, fore Judge Robert McRae was r. 
· Ala., and Percy Foreman, 11 

Housten. Ray, serving a 99- ordered in January by the 6th-i 

1 
year sentence in the state U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals. 

1

1, 

prison, insists Foreman co- Ray first tried to get a full ~ 
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\Ray 'WantedPo·pularit~' 
,. The Qnly testimony offere~·, Memphis (AP) - A r deral 

court hearing on J a s Ear 
~ay~ bid for a n trial in 

· slaying of Dr. Martin 

~

Luther King, Jr., ended yi! 
. 
terday, after testimony tha,. 
Ray acted alone and though~ 
Jhe slaying -would make ·, 

. I 

the. most popular man in rrl 
merica." ', 
U.S. District Judge Robert ',

11 cRae, Jr., did not say when ll, 

he might rule on Ray's peti­
tion to withdraw his guilty r. 

;

lea and stand trfal in_· the I\ 
pril 4, 1968, assassination .. 
ut the judge indicated he 

1 
, 

~ -- - -- ,., 

t. ould be working on the CpSe1 
least through the Christ­

as holidays. 

At the end of the eighth daI" 

~\ f the hearing. McRae gavE1 
· 1awyers until Dec. 13 to file 

' 

arguments and other doc~ 
I 

"" -
nn.t-ents concerning the evi-11\ · dence. , 

Ray will resume serving his 
9-vear sentence at the statelk 

"'penitentiary in Nashville. 
Bernard Fensterwald, a 

Ray attorney, told newsmen 
after the hearing there was 
"a very good chance of get­
ting a new trial." 

~

McRae said he expected the[, 
ase to be appealed to the 6tbJ · 
.S. Circuit Court of Appeals,~ 

, egardless of his ruling. 

I yesterday was the swor • 
· statement ·given April 3 b' 

Percy Foreman, of Houston, 
who wa.s one of Ray's former 
attorneys. In his statement 
that was read into the court 
record, Foreman said in "my 
considered judgment, R a y 
acted alone" and there was 
no conspiracy to kill King. 

Foreman described Ray as 
a racist who thought the as­
sassination of the civil rights 
leader would make him "the 
most popular man in Amer­
ica." 

"He thought e v e r y b o d y 
thought like he thought, and . 
he thought the killing of Mar- · 
tin Luther King would make 
him the - cbampion of the 
white race, that he would be 
the most popular man in 
America," Foreman s a i d . 
"He could not think of. any-
body not to ·be a racist if they 
were white.'' 

Foreman negotiated a 
waiver of the death penalty in 
exchange for Ray's guilty 
plea and a 99-year sentence, 

1 
which would make Ray eligi­
ble for parole in 33 years. 

Ray pleaded ,guilty in the 
original trial before a jury 
was empaneled or testimony 
heard. _ 

Foo-eman said· he entered 
the case to save Ray's life. 

Foreman quoted Ray as 
saying he had intentionally:. 
placed his fingerprints on a 
30.06-caliber rifle found near 

'

he scene of King's · slaying. 

' 
uthorities have identified th~·· 
ifle as the murder weapon. 1 

"He didn't want to 1 

caught, but he w a n t e 
1 credit," Foreman said. 
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STATE OF MISSOURI 

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES 

JEFFERSON CITY 

April 13, 1976 

Mr. Clarence M. Kelley, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Kelley: 

It is our understanding that the Attorney General has under 
consideration a review of the events that led up to the death 
of the late Dr. Martin Luther King. Either as part of that 
review, or as an independent review, we request that you initi­
ate an investigation into the activities of James Earl Ray 
while he was an inmate at the Missouri State Penitentiary in 
the early and mid-1960's, including his escape from that insti­
tution in 1967. 

Recently we reviewed the facts available to us and concluded 
that James Earl Ray's escape did not involve the complicity of 
Missouri prison officials and that he was not a "merchant" 
within the Penitentiary. However, the State of Missouri has 
neither the resources nor the legal authority to conduct an in­
vestigation that could lead to a review of facts and interviews 
outside the State of Missouri. As part of your investigation, 
we ask that you review the material in our possession. We, of 
course, do not have access to the material and information that 
your agency and the U. S. Attorney's Office developed in the 
course of the investigation and the prosecution of James Earl 

✓ 

Ray, and therefore think that your office is in the best po­
sition to be absolutely sure that no stone has been left unturned. 

. 44 -- -JG, 0 -/_:_f'/ I 
We stand ready to assist and cooperate with you and 160k fcfrward 
to hearing from you as soon as you have made a~~~-~-~~~~~-~ 
course of action you wish to take. SEARCHE[( .... ,, INDEXEb. , 

SERJALIZEfi7¥f1LED.¥· 
Very tr ly YAP,t~61°7,, 

GMC:mac 

· ,CC: Governor Christopher S. Bond 
Attorney General Edward H. Levi 

\/'Bill D. Williams, Regional 
Director, FBI, Kansas City,Mo. 

Reverend Emanueal Cleaver 
Attorney General John Danforth 

t FB,l-KANSAS,· ', 1\i, 
' / .,_ .. C-l /. // '-'~·:;,,,,·,,. ; L.:,.------~~~~_, 

GEORGE M. CAMP 
Deputy Director 

~~-~L_ 
tl~~NCE L. GRAHAM 
Director 
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DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES 
George M. Camp, Deputy Director 
JEFFERSON CITY, MISSOURI 65101 

Mr. Bill D. Williams 
Regional Director 

i ·•. 
,: L~ 

ii- L •;,,, 

\~· , 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
U. S. Courthouse Bldg. Room 300 
811 Grand • 
Kansas City, Missouri 64106 

• 
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STATE OF MISSOURI 

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES 

JEFFERSON CITY 
GEORGE M. CA""JP 

DEP~TY DIRE-CTOR 

April 13, 1976 

Mr. Clarence M. Kelley, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Kelley: 

It is our understanding that the Attorney General has under 
consideration a review of the events that led up to the death 
of the late Dr. Martin Luther King. Either as part of that 
review, or as an independent review, we request that you initi-, 
ate an investigation into the activities of James Earl Ray 
while he was an inmate at the Missouri State Penitentiary in 
the early and mid-1960's, including his escape from that insti- · 
tut ion in 19 6 7 • -, \ --i.. J , . 

'4.. ·•-- _) '-" D I\ . 

Recently we reviewed/th; facts available to us and concluded 
that James Earl Ray's escape did not involve the complicity of 
Missouri prison officials and that he was not a "merchant" 
within the Penitentiary. However, the State of Missouri has 
neither the resources nor the legal authority to conduct an in­
vestigation that could lead to a review of facts and interviews 
outside the State of Missouri. As part of yo~r investigation, 
we ask that you review the material in our possession. We, of 
course~ do not have access to the material and information that 
your agency and the U.S. Attorney's Office developed in the 
course of the investigation and the prosecution of James Earl 
Ray, and therefore think that your office is in the best po~ 

J sition to be absolutely sure that no stone has been left unturned. 

\ 

We stand ready to assist and cooperate with you and look forward 
to hearing from you as soon as you have made a decision o~~e-v 
course of action you wish to take. 

GMC:mac 

cc: Governor Christopher S. Bond 
Attorney General Edward H. Levi 
Bill D. Williams, Regional 

Director, FBI, Kansas City,Mo. 
Reverend Emanueal Cleaver 
Attorney General John Danforth 

GEORGE M. CAMP 

OEPUTY DIRECTOR 
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GEORGE M. CA">lP 
DEPL:TY OIHECTOR 

• 
STATE OF MISSOURI 

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES 

JEFFERSON CITY 

April 13, 1976 

Mr. Clarence M. Kelley, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. Co 

Dear Mr. Kelley: 

It is our understanding that the Attorney General has under 
consideration a review of the events that led up to the death 
of the late Dr. Martin Luther King. Either as part of that 
review, or as an independent review, we request that you initi-
ate an investigation into the activities of James Earl Ray ' 
while he was an inmate at the Missouri State Penitentiary in 
the early and mid-1960's, including his escape from that insti- · 
tution in 1967. 

Recently we reviewed the facts available to us and concluded 
that James Earl Ray's escape did not involve the complicity of 
Missouri prison officials and that he was not a "merchant" 
within the Penitentiary. However, the State of Missouri has 
neither the resources nor the legal authority to co11duct an in­
vestigation that could lead to a review of facts and interviews 
outside the State of Missouri. As part of your investigation, 
we ask that you review the material in our possession. We, of 
course~ do not have access to the material and information that 
your agency and the U.S. Attorney's Office developed in the 
course of the investigation and the prosecution of James Earl 
Ray, and therefore think that your office is in the best po~ 

J sition to be absolutely sure that no stone has been left unturned. 

We stand ready to assist and cooperate with you and look forward 
to hearing from you as soon as you have made a decision on~e-y 
course of action you wish to take. 

GMC:mac 

Governor Christopher S. Bond 
Attorney General Edward H. Levi 
Bill D. Williams, Regional 

Director, FBI, Kansas City,Mo. 
Reverend Emanueal Cleaver 
Attorney General John Danforth 

GEORGE M. CAMP 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR 

.~ery truly yours,_ 
' .. I 

ti/?6c1 ~-fl->•;:) 
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Transmit in · Via ___ ..,. .. _·. ·_--=A==i.rt=· .. -..;::.e=-:··1=--'· ___ : _____ i;_"_~.,.-· _l"J_,·-_·. ____ -.,;...,,.._ ____ _ 
(Type, in plaintext or code) (Precedence) 

· · · ,4/,26/76 
(Date) '. 

1To: SAC, .. Kansa,sCity .{~ .... 2) 

E.nc~osed are two copies of alettei dated 4/13(76,. from the 
State of Missouri, Department of Social Services; Jefferson City, 
Missouri.; · · 

-. 

-Ka~sas dity, ptotn:ptly ~,ontact..Geor·ge M, Camp, Deputy ·~ -
Director,; and/or Lawrence L. ·Graham, Director,.·State of Missouri, ~ 
Department. of -Social Services, .ac~no:wledge rece.ipt of. this .letter, and ~, 
interview them: for fµll. details· re'garding any information they may desir :;c: ·· 

. to furnish re captioned matter;.·- Re.view the material referred to in this · ~ 
letter to cletermine if it is pertinent' to captioned matter. - Advi~e .. them ·-~ 
all of· the information they furhi~h will be ···mtrlished to.the ·cRD, -USDJ,- ~ 
for its cortsideration as to whether any additional Federal.action is ! . 

. ·warranted •. If they have any furthe·r qtiestiona; they,,may C(Jnsider ''o . 
communicating directly with the CRD, USDJ~ Washington,. p. C. 20530. ~ , ··. . -- . ··-, . e 

Pronfptly sulhm results •. -c·ondu~ w;i,Attlditional investigatio 
at this time. - · · · ,' C • • 

. ' . . . . . l. --

.1 - SAC, Memphis (4·4-1987) (Info) (Enclosure) fB"nclosed is a copy of 
· · incoming. ) · 

. -;, . 
·•· .... 
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Airtel 

· To:. SAC, Kansas City . . (Encs. 2) 

From, Director, FBI 

MURKIN 
i .: . . 

·. 4/26/76 

Enclc,sed are two·coples of'a letter dated 4/13/76, from the · 
state·-of Missouri, Department of Social Services, .. Jefferson City, . ·., 
,Missouri. · 

. . -- . 

.. · .· _·._Kansas Clty, promptly contact George_M. Camp, Deputy . 
Director,· and/or-.Law,ence··L• Graham,· Director,.· 6'tate ·of Missouri, 

. Department of Social Services, aeknowledge··ieceipt c:,f this letter, and, . 
interview them for full deta~ regarding_ any tnf,ormatlon they· may .. desire 
to· furnish re captioned matter .. · RevlEtw the ·material. referred to 1n· this . 
letter to determine if it ts pertinent to captioned matter. Advise them 
all of the information th:ey furnish will be furnished to the CRD,' USDJ, 
for lts. considerat.lon as 'to whether. any-addltloual Federal action ls 

· warranted. If they have any further qu.estlons, ·they may conslder · 
communi.cating directly-with th..e CRO,'· USDJ, Washington, D.···c~ 2'0530 •. 

.. , 

.· Promptly sulbm re8\llts. Con,duct ·OO addttlonal investigation 
-~t this time. · ' · ,;_ · · , · · · 

· .-1 ·~ SAC", Memphis (44-1987) (Info) (Bnclolltre) (En.closed ls a copy of 
. -~otiitng. ) 
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il.nmate Describ~s, 

JRay's Escapeij 
J.J. Maloney was an inmate at th~ 
ssourl State Penitentiary in 198 

hen James Earl Ray escaped. Les• . 
an two years later Ray was sen 

~ need· to prison after he pleaded gu 
ilty to the assassination of Dr. Martin 
LutherKing,Jr. , · . 

After Ray's escape in Missouri a fel• 
low prisoner who . claimed to have. 

• helped him told Maloney details of the 
escape. · 

By J .J. Maloney · 
A Member of the Staff 

© The Kansas City Star, 1976 
H~w James··Earl Ray fled'1he Mis­

souri State Penitentiary is as much a 
matter of dispute today as it was the 
day of the escape nine years ago. 

Ray's version is that he climbed a 
water pipe and pulled himself to the 
top of the prison wall using a 4-foot 
s~eel hook stolen from the prison's 
kitchen. 

J 

Priso~ offic!als maintain that he es-P 
.caped hi~den m a large box containing! • 
·bread bemg transported to an honori ~ 

· farm. · i 

_ ~ persistent theory since the slayingu 

~

pril 4, 1968, of Dr. Martin Luthe] 
ing, Jr., and one that has been re' 
ived recently, is that Ray was al -

. owed to escape so that he could par ·. · 
icipate In the slaying of the · cij 

rights leader. However, there has been 
no evidence uncovered to support this 
theory. : 

(Ray pleaded guilty to the murder 
and was sentenced to 99 years in a 
Tennessee state prison. Shortly after­
wa~~ he ~epudiated his plea and has 
claimed since that he was coerced into 
pleading guilty by Percy Foreman, his 
lawyer. Jerry Ray, a brother, said a 
federal appeals court is expected to 
rule early this month on Ray's appeal 
eeking a trial.) 
Most ~rsons who have investigate 

I d written about Ray's escape hav i · 

' c,epted the version offered by pri~~ · 
1c1als-that Ray escaped in tne,boi 

being used to transport bread. · 

!
It ~so has been generally conceded 
at in ordt!r for Ray to escape in thi· 
x he had to have an accomplice. The / 
ead box measured about 4- by 3. b · 
eet, and was large enough to allo 

Ray to crouch down inside and then be· . 
·eovered · by a layer of fresh~baked 
bread. 1 

· Le~ unanswered
1 

until now wi 
whet r the accomplice was a guar 
or a nvict. If he was a convict. di · 
priso officials turn their heads whil 
the escape took place? 

Shortly after Ray escaped nine 
years ago-an<! ahnoat a year before 
King was murdered-on of my best 
friends (call him Smith) .. told me the 
details of the escape. · 

Smith, an inmate, was not the sort of 
man to tell the •tory out.of braggado­
cio or any attempt to enhance himself 
in my eyes. -He tol4l ·me. simply, be-. 
cause he was worriecJ, 

Smith had a.-.cl to help a man 
other than Ray. e8CJ1Pe in :.the bread 
box. The other man; also a good friend · 
of mine, had planned to escape Sun­
day, April 23, 196'.'l-the day Ray . es-
caped. · · . 

According to Smith. the mutual 
:friend was late for work in food service i· 
, hat day. 1 

1 · The bread box was sitting in the· 
_ ·tchen, empty, he said, when James 
Earl Ray walked up to the box. 

E
imbed in and asked Smith to cover 
m with the layer of bread, . ~, 
Smith said he' was caught in a birtd .. 

e had promised to help the other ma 
cape in the box, but Ray was alread 

in it and at ~Y moment a guard milh~ .. 
come along and catch Ray. · · : •. 

If that happened, he said. Ray surely. 

iould feel that hesitation on S!'1ith'-~., 
art had caused Ray to be caughttey".'. 
g to escape .. Many prisoners. ai.o:: 
ould have called Smith a stool-pigeon 

for "causing" Ray to be caught. ·· 

(Indicate page, name of 
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1 
So ~e ~overed ~ay with bread. · . 

. 

~ter • when the pickup truck that wa i 
to trans~rt the bread to the hono 1 

. arm arrived, he wheeled the brea I 
~x to the truck and personally loade 

1 

it (someone else plight have noticed, 
and commented on, the unusual heavi-;;. . 
ness of the box). . 

But before the box was loaded on the· 
trnck, the man ~ho was supposed to 

l
ave escaped arrived and saw thatth~ 
read box was loaded and ready to gp 
e knew there. was n-0 reason why th 
read box had to be loaded that ear!yl) 
e also knew that Smith wasn't tnl 

l
'ort of. man to cop-out at the last rniri.­
t~o he surmised that there must b~ 
emeone else in the bread box. · · ,, 
·The man asked Smith who was in th 
te~d box. Smith said no one. So th 

other man walked over to a table and · 
picked up a French bread knife and 
declared that with no one in the bread 
box, it would make no difference if he 
ran the knife through the breacl. 
. Just as he started to shove the knife 

. into the bread Smith grabbed his arm 
· and stopped him. The man just looked , 

r at Smith for a moment, then walked I 
- away. · · 

- Smith tried to talk to him later-to 
. try to make him understand that under -
-. the circumstances Smith had no 
,: 'choice but to help Ray .-But the friend 
, walked away from him each time 
·: fomith tried to explain. 
- . So Smi~h came to me, and I agreed i 
· .tt) t~k ~th the other man about it. He i 
, ~as irritated that Smith had told· me . 
~· :about the planned escape, and he re- I 
~ fused to modify his bitterness toward ! 
;_-~~th (the two had been close until the : 
· mcident). , 
; · • His anger was intensified because he 
~ J\ad never liked Ray. 
. ., : · After an extensive search, Smith ; 
; was locatecl recently. He was ex-
- tremely re~uctant to.talk about the es-
~ ~ape. He f mally conceded a~ain that , 
.. he had been involved, but expressed 1 

fear of getting in trouble. Even though 1 

assured his name would be kept confi- 1 

_ den ti al and n~t be printed, later efforts ! 

ilto contact him for additional detaill 
, were unsuccessful. · ! 
: : Smith's -·story doesn't make clea, 
~ how or why two inmates would happe 
..,,to plan identical escapes the sam 

da1_. - -

: The idea of being smuggled out in· 

l .. t~e bread box did not originate with~·· 
·'either man. . , 
· I work~d in the prison kitchen iri 11 
:early 1960, and even then convicts 1 
joked about using the bread box to es- ·, 
cape. But no one tried it because it was · 
thought that the guards in the· truck 
tunnel searched the bread -box (the 
truck tunnel is an enclosure where ev­
ery vehicle entering or leaving the 
prison is searched.) 

But another friend of mine, Ronald 
Westberg, cultivated the friendship of 
a trusty working in the truck tunnel, 
e.nd learned through him that the 

. guards did not search through the 
'.bread. 
· Westberg (who hanged himself in 

, his prison cell in December, 1970) 
wanted to use the br~ad box, but he 
was so notorious in the prison that the 
.guards and civilian · workers in the 
kitchen area generally made sure they 
knew ~here he was. He might have , 
g~ten mto the box, but he would hav•~ 
been missed before the truck came to 
.get the bread. 
·· Once a convict is reported missing in 
the prison-especially a convict like 
Westberg who had a record of several 
attempted escapes-all vehicular traf-

''fic in the prison is stopped, and every 
vehicle is thoroughly searched. 
. Smith already had agreed to help 
,Westberg escape in the br~ad box. Fi­
nally Westberg concluded he would not 
lie able to use the bread box and told 
Smith that. 
: ' Westberg had mentioned the bread 
~ox to me, so it is possible that he told 
others about it-including James Earl 

. ,Ray. Westberg liked Ray, a.n'd said of· 
him more than once, "He may be kind 
~O! country-but he's all right (this par­
.t~cularly referr~d to the fa.ct that Ray 
was never considered an informer in 
:the prison)." 

r.' Smith also told me that he had men-
·e"· oned to Ray that the bread box was 1 "out" (escape route) and would be ! 
' ed soon. While it may seem fool~ 1 

. , ardy to tell anyone-no matter how 
_ trustworthy-of an impending escape,. 

t
·t actually is not uncommon for a con­

derable n.umber of convic.ts to kno~. 
ho is planning what. - . 1 

One escape while I was there ini~ · 
ally involved 27 men who were su · · , 

posed to use a tunnel running from 
rmitory out under the·wall. By the·~ 

me three m. en actually escaped I: 1
1 

ough the tunnel there must have~ i 
en 150 men in the prison who knew· ! 

bout the tunnel as·a possible way o~t •.. · 

Ray, •Of course, would have felt·that 

i
e bread box was state property-be­

, nging to no convict-and that th i 
.; rst c~nvict to cl_!mb into_ it was t~_ ~ 

ne entitled to use 1t to escape. · ·· : 
It was a matter of first-come~ first 

served, and Ray got there first, . ac­
cording to Smith. 

The theory that Ray was allowed to 
· escape was addres1ed briefly by Wil- · 
liam Bradford Huie in his'book· "He· 
Slew the· Dreamer." Huie wrote, 
"Many people, both in the United 
States and abr.oad, believe that Ray 
was 'let out' of the prison on order.of 
the Central Intelligence Agency and 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation so 
that these agencies could 'use him as a 
decoy just as they used Oswald in the 
murder of John F. Kennedy. ,,t 

TJ)at" theory has receiv.ed impetus 
most recently from the Rev. Ralph D. 
Abernathy, who assumed the leader­
ship of the Southern Christian Leader­
·ship Conference after King's assassi-
nation. · · 
. Abernathy was· responding to a 

lengthy article in Time magazine, 
which on Jan. "26"ran excerpts from a 
book to be published later, this year. 
The book alleges that Ray was a prug 
dealer who smuggled dope in with the , 

· assistance of prison guards and sent 
$100 bills to his brother through a 
guard. · 

Abernathy ha§ called for an investi­
gation to determine whether Missouri 
prison officials were involved· in the 
escape. The seriousness of Aberna­
thy's request has been underscored re­
cently _by information that King's bed­
room had been "bugged" by the Fl3I, 
and that· efforts to discredit him liad · 
beenmade. · · · .. 

Time magazine· said that an investi­
gation it conducted indicated officials · 
of the u.s~, Department of Justice 
would request that •a special prosecu­
tor or independent commission be 
named to inquire into whether the FBt 
either bµngled the investigation, or ac-
tually helped plan the murder. · 

However, the Justice department 
announced last week 'that a 7-Jnonth 
inquiry, has disclosed no wrongdoing 
on the part of the FBI. Edward H. 
Levi, attorn~y general, ordered a con­
tinµing review of all Justice depart~ · 
ment records on the slain civil rights · 
leader. · ·· · · - , 

The Time magazine article implles · 
Ray was a drug dealer of considerable 
proportions in the prison. The article 
consists of excerpts from a book writ­
ten by George McMillan, a free-lance · 

'writer who was commissioned by L1· 
.j tie, Brown and Company in 1988 t 
1 write a book, specificall·y· a ble>g. rap · • 
,,. (as McMillan- descrJbes it) of Jame · 
~ ~~arl Ray. · • . . . . . : . ·• , 
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J McMillan states th,at Ray accumu­
i~ed $6,500 acquired through drug 
i aling, selling food and whatever else 
l e could do to make,money. 
" The Star has been able to confirm 
from inmate sources that Ray did, in­
deed, sell drugs while he was an in­
mate at the Missouri Stat~ Penitenti­
ary. 

eral years by the time Ray es~ap 
They had succeeded in curtailinggam , 
bling and narcotics traffic. Ther~ sti ' 
was some gambling and narcotic 1 

traffic, but at a much-reduced level. · 
So by thetime of Rag's escape. theri 

people who had been·in power while.he. 
was a drug dealer. were no longet ~ 
around, ~nd were ~n no position to 
"let" him out of prison. · · , However. Ray's drug dealing appa! 

ently took place between early 196 
and early 1968. A form~r friend 
Ray's, and himself.a drug dealer in th 
prison. said he did not hear of Ray sell-. 
ing any drugs after 1963. 

Asked if he had ever known Ray to 
use drugs. he replied, "You know. I 
never did see him us.e any.,. · 

This source said that Ray dealt in 
drugs of good quality and in significant· 
quantities during that period of ap­
proximately one year. Asked if he 
thought Ray could have accumulated 
$7,000 in that 1-year period, he said. "I 
wouldn'tbe surprised if he made more 
than that." · · 

That same man, however. says ada­
mantly that he had never heard Ray 
utter a racist comment. When told a 
book would be published in September I 
stating that Ray became "galvanized" ; 
at the sight of ·Martin Luther King on . 
the television screen, he said: · 

"Ray wasn't that kind of person. He 
wouldn't get upset over anything on 
television. Ray just didn't care that· 
much about anything." 

However. theories that Ray's drug 
dealings were aided by guards an,d 
that therefore the prison administra­
tion was involved in the escape -over-
look an important consideration. . 

In 1962 and 1963 the warden of the 
prison was E. V. Nash. and the direc­
tor of the department of corrections 
was Col. James Carter. Nash commit­
ted suicide, and Carter resigned fol­
lowing the prison scandals of 1964 
(those scandals resulted after disclo­
sures of gambling, drug dealing and 
murders behind the walls). 
' Fred Wilkinson, a· fQrmer Federal · 
Bureau of Prisons official, was ap-

l
inted director of corrections, a] 
arold Swenson, another former fe 1 

al official was appointed warden 1

1 

e maximum security prison. · 
Both men had been on the job se --
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'Inmate Describes Ray's Escape~ 
, J.J. Maloney was an Inmate ·at the. April 4, 1968, of Dr. Martin Luther covered by a layer of rfresh-baked climbed in and asked Smith to cover 

Missouri State Penitentiary In 1987 King, Jr., and one that has been re- bread. · him with the layer of bread. _ 
when Jantes Earl Ray ~caped. Le11 vived recently, is that Ray was al- Left unanswered until now was Smith said he was caught in a bind-

·. than t1'0 yean later Ray was sen- -· lowed to escape so that he could par- whether the accomplice was a guard he had promised to help the other man 
tenced to prison after he pleaded gu- ticipate in the slaying of the civil or a convict. If he was a convict, did escape in-the box, but Ray was already 
Uty to the assassination of Dr. Martin rights leader. However, there has been prison officials turn their heads while in it and at any moment a guard might 
Luther King, Jr. no evidence uncovered to support this the escape took place? come along and catch Ray. 
. Alter_ Ray'• escape In Missouri a fel- theory. Shortly a~er ,Ray escaped nine If that happened. he said, Ray surely . 

low prisoner who claimed to have (Ray pleaded guilty to the murder years ago..-a'nd almost a year before would feel that hesitation on Smith's 

escape. Tennessee state prison. Shortly after- fr1e~ds (call him Smith) told me. the mg to escape. Man~ prisoners. also 
. helped hhl:t told Maloney details of the and . was sentenc~ to 99 year~ in a ~ng was mur~ered-;-one of. my best part had c,aus. ed Ray to b~ caught try- \ 

· · B J.J. Malone claimed since that he was coerced into Smith, an •inmate, was not the sort of for "causing" Ray to be caught._ • l 
. , ward he repudiated his plea and has details of the escape. would have called Smith a stool-pigeon 

, · • @T1;.. ~ber ~1~~:t•~976 pleading guilty by Percy Foreman, his man to tell the story out of braggado- So he covered Ray with bread,. And. 
1 

· - H J :su, Ra 11fled th Mi lawyer. Jerry Ray, a brother. said a cio or any attempt to enhance himself later, when the pickup truck that was 
~S~tem:,. .... ar . Y . e ch s- federal appeals court is expected to in my eyes. He told me~. simply, be- to transport the bread to the honor 

aoun of dlspu,~,..tentiaodry 18 ~t mu tha · rule early this month on Ray's appeal , cause he was worried. farm arrived, he wheeled the bread 
matter ~ te t . ay as 1 was e seeking a trial.) Sm.itlt-, had . ~greed to help a man !>Ox to tile truck and_ personally loaded 

'111 
m 

Ii 

daRaiy of pieesc~pe:n3i~~':9 8ff:;bed Most persons who have investigated other thal\ ·Ray escape in the bread 1t (someone els~ might have noticed, tJ slpeversio3 pulled hie c If to tha and written about Ray's escape have box. Tbeoftler man, also a good friend and commented on, the unusu-1heavi• 
wa P an mse.. . e accepted the version Qffered by prison of· mine •.. had planned to escape Sun- ness of the box). !:ei ofhoothek ptlsoto' n wall usithng ari4-f~t officials-that Ray escaped in the box day, Apnl 23, 1961-the day Ray es- . But before the box was loaded on the 

8 ,en from e P son 8 being used to transport bread. caped. · . truck, the man who was supposed to 
kitchen. · · . It also has been gener'1}y conceded According to Smith, the mutual -have escaped arrived and saw that the 
- Prisoped_ hinddofficli:18 1maintainbox that henines• that in order for Ray_ to escap_e in the friend was late for work in food service bread box was loaded and r~ady to go. 
ca en a arge contai I box he had to have an accomplJce. The that day. · He knew there was no reasol) why the 
bread being transported to an honor bread box measured about 4- by 3- by The bread box was sit~g in the bread box had to be loa~ed that ~arly. 
farm. . . 3-feet, and was large enough to allow kitchen, empty, he said, when James He also knew that Smith ~asn t the 
·A~t theory smce the slaymg ~ay to crouch down inside and then be Earl Ray walked up to the box, ' See RA r on Page 10 
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• 
JtiRay EscOped 

-· Continuerl ,&cow Pal£e 1 
sort of. m~n to cop out at the last min­

. ute-so. he surmised tha:t there must be 
· someone else in the bread box. 
- The man asked Smith who was in the 
bread box. Smith said no one. So the · 

. other man walked over to a table and : 
picked :up a French bread knife and 

. declared that with no one in the bread 
box, it would make no difference if he 
ran the.knife through the bread. 

, Just ·as he started to shove the knife 
· into the bread Smith grabbed his arm 
and stopped him. The -man just looked 
at Smith for a moment, then walked 

. ·away. . 
· . Smith tried to talk to him later-to, 
· try to:make him understand that under 
the. ,~irc~umstances Smith had. no i 

•· cho1ceJ>Ut to help Ray. But the friend 
•·walked· ·away from him each time · 

· Smith tried to explain. •· 
. . So Stni~h came to me, and ~· a~eed •; 

to talk with the other man about it. He · 
., was irritated that Smith had told me , 

about the planned escape, and he re- · 
fused to modify his bitterness toward 
Smith (the two had been close until the· 
incident) .. 

His·anger was intensified because he 
had never liked Ray. . · 

After · an extensive search, Smith · 
was loca~ recently. He was ex-

. tremely reluctant to talk about the es­
cape. He finally conceded again that 

· -he had been involved, but expre5'ed 
fear of getting in trc1uble. Even though 
assured his name would be kept confi­
dential and not be printed, later efforts 
to contact him for additional details 
were unsuccessful. 

Smith's story doesn't make clear· 
how or why two inmates would happen 
to· plan: identical escapes the same 
d 

. . . ay . 
. The idea· of being smuggled out in 

the bre-ad ·box <lid not originate with 
either mai:i. 

I worked in the prison kitchen in 
early 1960, and• even then convicts 
joked ·about using the bread box to es­
cape. But no one tried it because it was 
thought -that the guards in the truck 
tunnel searched the bread box (the 
truck tunnel is an enclosure where ev- . 
ery ve~. ·ciec1e (flte te~ring or leaving the; 
prison~.) 

But another friend of miner Ronald 
Westberg. cultivated the friendship-of 
a trusty working In the truck tunnel, 
and learned ~ that the i=r. did ~ through· th~ 

From~Sta e .Pris· 
1

n_JI 

i1n (l: ·so . -\ 
,West.,.,g (wl• hanged himself in. 

his prison·. cell in Dec.ember, 1970) 
wanted to use the bread box, but he 
was' so notorious in the prison that the 
guards and ciyilian workers in the 
kitchen area generally made sure they 
knew where he was. He might have 
gotten into the box, but he would have 
been missed before the truck came to 
get the bread. · . .: , 
· Once a: convict is reported missing in 
the·,, prison-especially a .convict like 
Westberg who had a record of several 
attempted escapes-all vehicular traf­
fic in the prison is stopped. and every· 
vehicle islhoroughly searched_. . ., 
. Smith already had acreed to · help 

Westberg ,escape in the bread box. Fi• 
nal1y Wes~ concluded he would not 
be able to use the bread '- • tpl4. 
Smith that/ · . . , ' 

Westberg bad mentioned .the bread 
box ~ me, so it Is possible that be told' 
others about· it-including James Earl 
Ray. Westberg liked Ray, and said of, 
him more than once. "He-may be kind 
of country-but he's all right (this par­
ticularly referred to the fact that.Ray 
was never ,considered. an informer in 
th . )" ' eprison • , · 
'. Smith'. also told me that he had men­

tioned .toJilay that the bread box was 
an •~out'• ·(escape route> 8.Jld would be 
usec:t ~., •. While it· may seem fool­
hardy to tell anyone-no matter how 
trustworthy~ding escape, 
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ii ·actually is not ·uncommon for a con- McMillan states that Ray accu~u-; eraLyeartf b,¥,~-~irne ·aa~ e,.cape~~ 

, sidernie a111Mer of c<mvicts to know I lated. $6~000 acquired through drug They had ~ucc e in curtmling gam~ 
who is planning what. · · · dealing. selling food and.whatever elae bling and narc,otres traffic. There still 

One escape· .w~ile I was there ini- heCOlµdito,to·makemoney. : .: · was-'some ·gambling and ft8!"Cotics 
Ually involved 27 -~en wh~. were SUJ>". The Star has been able· to conf1rrn traffic, but at a"mlicH-reduced level. , 
posed to use a. tunnel runnmg from D · from inmate sources that Ray did, ID· So. by the :time of Ray'-s. escape, ·th• 
dQrmitoey. out under the wan. 1'Y the deed, sell drugs while. he was an in• · people who bad .be,1tin:power while he· 
time . three . men ·actually ··escaped mate_-at ij.\e Mis~uri State P81litenti• •· was ·a qtjll dealer~- __ were : no_ .. ~nger 
through the tunnel there must have ary~ .... ·. . . · • around. ·anat were lJl··no position to 
been 150 men in the prison who knew How~ver, Raf's drug d.ealing appar• ,:. ".let'' him.out o, pr~son. · .· .·· . · · 1-

abotiUhetunn_ el as a possible_ way out. ently tool(-· place between early 1962 · - '- · 
Ray. of course. would have felt that and ear\y -1983. · -~ former friend .· of 

the bread box was state property-be-- Ray's, ·and'hirnselta drug dealer in.the 
loriging to . no cofivict--fllld that the prison; ·said he did not hear of Ray s~ll• . 
first'/convict to cllmb into it was the inganydr.ugsaf\ert963.- : .· 
one entitled to useit to escape,. . . · Asked if'he had ever known Ray to 

It-was a matter of-first-come, first- use drugs,:iJte replied, !-'You, know; I 
served, .and Ray got there first, ac• · never did see him use any Y · . 
cording to $mi th. . . . . rhis source ~said that RJy dealt in 

The theoiy that Ray was allowed to drugs of~ qu~lity andi11 significa~t 
escape· was addressed briefly by WU- quantities during ther· period . of ap­
liam Bradford Huie in his -book "He proximately· ·one, -year. ·Asked if h~ 
·s1ew the Dreamer." Huie wrote, thought Ray could have accumulated 
"Many ·people,·. both in the· United $7.000 in that l•year period. he said, ."_I 
States and abroad, believt" that Ray wouldn'fbe surprised if he made more 

· was 'let out' of the prison on order of I than that/'. ;. . ·· . · . · 
the Central Intelligence Agency a1;1d. That same man. however. says ada-. 
the Federal Bureau of InvesUgation so mantly that he had never heard Ray 
that these agencies. ~uld 'use him as a · utter a racist commenL When told a 
decoy just .as they used Oswald in the book would be publiabed in September 
murder of John F. Kennedy.'" · · stating that Ray became "galv,~0 

That. theory ~ received impetus. at the siP.l of MartiJI Luther King on 
most recently from the Ret. ~ph D. thetelevtsionscreen.~said: . · · 
Abernathy. who assumed the leader• uaay wasn't that ldnd of person. He · 
ship of'the Southern Christian Leader• .. woulcm,'t get u~t over anything: on 
ship Conference after·Klng's assassi- television. Ray jw;t :dldn~t c~- that 
nation. , . · · muda about anything." · ·· · · 
. Abernathy was·· responding to a However. theories that Ray's drug 
lenplty article m·. Time magazine, dealings ·were· aided~ by guar~ ~nd 
which on Jan. ·2'? ran excerpts. from a. t!tat therefore ~he ~on :adm1nistra­
book. to be pubhshed_ later this. year. tion was involved m the escape over­
The book allege!; that Ray was a drug look an important consideration. 
dealer who smuggled dope in with the In 1962 and 1963 the warden of the 
assistance of prison guards ahd sent. prison was E; V. Nash, and the direc­
$100 bills to his brother through--.~ tor of the dep~rtment of corrections -
guard. _ -. ... was Col. James Carter. Nash commit-
. Abernathy l1as called for an investi- ted suicide. a'1d. Carter ·resigned fol­
gation to .determine whether Missouri. · lowing 'the.· prison · scandals . of 1964 
prison officials were involved in the. (those scandals resulted after di~clo­
escape. The seriousness of Aberna-. sures of gatn~ling, drug dealing Jnd 
thy's request has been underscored r-e- · murders behind the walls). 
cently by information that King's bed· Fred Wilkilison,., a former _Federal 
room bad ~ "bugged" by the FBI, Bureau- Of:, ~ offfClal •. ·was, ·ap;. 
and that efforts to discredit him. had pointed ~ •·of eorredions,, and·' 
been made. .. . • · . · Harold ·Sweuon.'.. aJIC)tber· former _.fed-, 

Time magazine-iaid ·that an investi- eral official waa eppolnted warden:at. rtion-it conducted indicated officials- tbe maximum security~ ... 
the, U.& ~ of Justice· Both ·a.ea.bad bc:G on the·job·,NV• 

would- requeat.tMt.a ~I~ 
tor or independent ~commission be 
named to inquire into:whether the Fill 
either bungled_ the invea.Ugation, or ac•· 
tually helped plan'the murder. · . 

However,· the .Justice department 
announced last .week that a 7-month 
inquiry bas disclosed no wrongdoing. 
on the part, of· t~e FBL Edward H. 
Levi, attorney general, ordered a con-· 
tinuJng review of . all Justice depart­
ment recotds on the slain civil rights 
leader. · · 

i Th~ Time ·magazine article implies· 
/ Ray •.· as a citut dealer of considerabl• _ 
. proportt~· iJ1 the prison._ The article 
eonmsts of. excerpts from a b<lok wri~ 
ten by ~.M"elQUan. a-free.llnee 
~ 1'ho Wll-eommia8ionfid by Lit,. 
tie, ·Brown ~ -Q,m~a, bl 1888 to 
write a,book, =cillv 8'h1Amoaphu 
<aa ~~~it)~ ~ 
~lBay. . . • , : . . , '. . . . ~. 

.. . . ''1 
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5/3/78 

.. AIRTEL· 

TO: D-IRECTOR,. FBI (44-38861) 
AT'l'N: DIVISION 4, SA TOM WEISMAN 

FROM: SAC, KANSAS.CITY' (44-760). C 

MURKI'.N -
·. HAROLD WEISBURG vs. 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, 
USDC, D. C., CIVIL ACTION #751996 

Re Kansas City letter to Bureau 4/19/68·entitled 
"MURKIN. " 

The photograph referred to in relet was take~ at 
the Jackson County· Sheriff's Office Jail, .Kansas Clty, 
Missouri, on 3/28/55 •.. · According ~ the FBI Identification 
Record for JAMES EARL RAY, FBI #405' 9420, fingerprints were,. 
submitted by the SO, Kansas City, ·Missouri, on 3/28/55 and 
this.was. the same da.y RAY was photographed when placed.in 
the Jackeon County Jail. The arrest . was for _,,Qrgery of U .s. 
postal money order •. The FBI Identification Record tor 
WALTER TERRY RIFE, FBI #4 558 766,' ·reflects RIFE's finger~ 
prints were submitted by the SO, Kansas City, Missouri, 
3/28/55 for forged u.s. postal money.order.· 

A negative of RAY and RI~E being photographed 
together was obtained by SA RAYKOND n.·HOWE and the negative 
actually reflects ,not only, the photograph of RAY and . RIFl!, · . : 
but also an extensive area of the Jackson County ··-SO records· 
section. The photograph when sent to Bureau and .. Memphis was 
trlmned so only the two individuai's appear on the photogra,ph. 
The negative is being·retained by Kansas City Office. 

. Bureau · 
. Kans-.s,City 
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Revci.aws of tiles furnishe:d by Hr. GEORGC M. CAlvIP are surmnarized as 

follows: 

Re : J1iM~S EARL RAY 
Missouri Department of Corrections #00416 

RAY was received at the i'-ISP on 3/17/60, and he escaped from the JGP 

on 4/23/67. His cell assignments at the 1·-1SP were as follow:_;: 

4/12/60, Cell 24, "B" hall (B-2i+); 

7/28/60, K-178; 

3/13/61, K-118; 

11/22/61, Segregation, 6 months; 

5/25/62, B-16; 

6/8/62, E-Hall Segregation; 

7/2J/62, K-15; 

8/10/62, K-161; 

8/15/62, K-168; 

3/8/63, K-172; 

lU/22/65, K-2; 

12/16/65, K-10; 

3/4/66, J-42; 

3/14/66, ·Maximum security; 

11/17/66, C-17; 

1/18/67, K-135 

During the seven years, one month and six days RAY was confined in 

the }BP, he occupied a 2-man cell on only three different occasions, for 

a total of only si.."'< months, the last time bf~ing 11/17 /66 - 1/18/67, and 

the previous time being 5/25/62 - 6/8/62 and 4/12/60 - 7/28/60. 

RAY had served in the u. s. "'irmy from 2/19/46 until 12/23/48, and 

his discharge was due to "inaptness and lack of adaptability for -
military service." He had foreign service from 7/18/46 until 12/21/48. 

His ..'.~rmy Serial Numbc~r wa,s 16163129. 

Following his discharge from the Army, he was arrested in Los 

Angeles, Calif rnia, on 10/11/49, Los Angeles Sheriff's Department 

#B-119908 and Los An/,eles Police Depa t 1ent #1396L+8. 
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The ledger for R.1\.Y 1 s financial account at the i,JSP revedlecl a 

modest, CJ.ctive. account, ,.,;ritb no balance over $95.00 (highest being 

5/23/63) and no deposit over $6~.oo (4/16/63). The card reveals the 

ourcha e of a ra6io from the canteen on 4/21/67. 

AAY attcFinted to escape over the l-•lSP ·walls on 11/6/61. He hid out 

in the 1:-lSP from 3/11/66 to 3/12/66 in another app:1 :cent escc..pe a tternpt. 

As of 5/65, he ·was listeu. as weighing l.::>3 pou.nds, stai1ding 5'11" tall. 

The length of his foot was listed as 12 inches. 

':then he was apprehended inside the :MSP walls, where he had been 

hiding, on 3/13/66, ?J.\.Y ,;-1as found to have three $1.00 bills and 15¢ in 

chan~e on his p8:cson, along with a plastic hag with an assortment of 

' 

pills. A ref)ort dated 3/15/66 regarding the pills found on J...::iy indic::ted 

he had one 10-mg. caps·-1le of Librium (described as a tranquili:,:er); four 

w~iite tablets believed to be ~ri Empirims (described as a com:·i1on headache 

and anti-pyretic medic~tion); two circ1.1lar, red-colored tablets, believed 

to be Spirine, SO-mg (a tranquilizer); four greenish tablets, believed to 

be Mellaril, 100-mg (a tranquilizer); and the remnant of a capsule, 

belicvc,.d to be a 10-mg. Librium caps,1le. 

In 6/65, AY was writteR-up for conc0:.:aling contraband on a food 

cart he was tak ·ng from the ma in kit ch en to the MS P r-1espital, discovered 

by a guard checkjnz the cart. 

RAY was a "bread room man" in the MS? main kitchen, or working in 

the bakery, from 1962-65. He bad var:_ous other assignments, and \·Jas 

reassi;3ned to food service on 1/12/67. On his work and training reT)ort 

dated 4/1/67, by Food Supervisor EDtJA2-.D PA ULT ON, R1\.Y was described as a 

"br(~ad slicer" and as "doing a wonderf 1..1l job.'' He \1as assi~ 1~ned in this 

job also on the elate of trf s escape, 4/23/67. 
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The ledger for RJ\.Y's financial account at the Iv1SP revedled a 

modest, active account, ·with no balance over $95.00 (highest being 

5/23/63) and no d~posit over $6~.00 (4/16/63). The card reveals the 

ourcha e of a radio from the canteen on 4/21/67. 

R/"3.Y attem0ted to escape over the MSP walls on 11/6/61. He hid out 

in the ?-SP from 3/11/66 to 3/12/66 in another apµ.:i. rent escape attempt. 

As of 5/65, he \·Jas listed as weighing 1~3 pounds, standing 5'11" tall. 

The length of his foot was listed as 12 inches. 

1:Ihen he was apprehended inside the MSP walls, where he had been 

hiding, on 3/13/66, ?..1\.Y was found to have three $1.00 bills and 15¢ in 

chanGe on his pe:r.~son, along with a plastic bag with an assortment of 
' 

pills. A re port dated 3/15/66 regarding the pills found on :L:~y indic;c.:ted 

he had one 10-mg. capsule of Librium (described as a tranquilizer); four 

w~1ite tablets believed to be ~ri Empirims (de.scribed as a common headache 

and anti-pyretic medicJtion); two circular, red-colored tablets, believed 

to be Spirine, 50-mg (a tranquilizer); four greenish tablets, believed to 

be t-·Iellaril, 100-mg (a tranquilizer); and the remnant of a capsule, 

bel ievc:.d to be a 10-mg. Librium caps ,1le. 

In 6/65, AY was writteR-up for concealing contraband on a food 

cart he ·was tak ·ng from the main kit ch en to the !-ISP .n.aspital, discovered 

by a guard checkjnz the cart. 

RAY was a "bread room man" in the MSP main kitchen, or working in 

the bakery, from 1962-65. He had var:_ous other assignments, and was 

reassiined to food service on 1/12/67. On bis work and training rer)ort 

dated 4/1/67, by Food Supervisor ED'>J1-'.i.2 .. D PA ULT ON, R1\.Y was described as a 

"})read slicer" and as "doing a wonde.rf 1--1l job." 

job also on the. date of hi.s escape, 4/23/67. 
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The file on l::-1\Y conta··ned. the following reports related to ~1is 

escape on 4/23/67: 

Dnr'ALD H. 'WYRICK, now \>!a:i..~den, reported 6/19/68 that inmate RON.l;,.LD 

1 T,:,3muURG #71859 ,/,_:_. .l.;J_L t t told him that inmate DOEALD P~:.Y JOHNSO!'~, #10987, had 

helpe.d RJ\.Y in his escape, covering him with bread after RAY had hidden 

in a bread box. This memo also bad a hotation on it th,:~t tt-iis informa-

tion had been given to the FBI. 

cook, r11S P, Renz Farm, had noted -i;;,1hen the bread 

arrived on the bread truck from the ~-iSP at the RentxFarm on 4/2'.5/67, 

it was "all broken up and unfit for human consumption." Tbis fact \,Jas 

noted in the reprimand PESCEA.r<G received dated 5/10/67 from then warden 

s,: .r~""t:SON also reprimanded the guard who drove the bread truck out of 

the ;.rs P on 4/23/67. This guard, ALt"'7RSD 81.JRKH/~RDT, was cited for failing 

to check the loading of the bread and to verify the nu\j.ber of loaves 

loaded 'ilas the n 1m:)er on the bread order, and for fa_~ ling to re0ort the. 

bread's being broken up when it arrived at the Renz Farm. This reprimand 

was dJted 5/10/67. 

8uard EZRl\ SHELTON ,;;,1as reprimanded by SHE1<SON on 5/10/67, as be had 

noted the br,.::ad box was filled, and it should have been only 2/3 full, as 

the bread order was for 40 loaves, and it took 60 loaves to completely 

fill the box. 

Guard Officer HA:?..OLD SCHAEFER was reprimanded by .;11ENSON on 5/10/67 
Ri~ Y's 

for failing to report RAY missing and/not re:7orting to his m,rk assignment 

at the proper time. 

The reports indicate the Renz Farm bread truck went out the "Sally 

Port" at 8: 16 a.m., and Guard Officer JOHNNIE PETREE said that he let 

inmate r: ... \Y out of the kitchen gate at approximately t~1is time. 
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PETREE said R11.Y ·.,.,s :kB in the kite hen eating breakf ... ,st sometime 

between 6:30 a.m. and 7:30 a.m. After eatfng, fl::).y sliced some bread, 

one of ~1is duties for the day, and left the kitchen, supposedly for the 

recreation yard. PETR;~E reDorted he last saw 1'-.1.\Y going out the kitchen 

as tt~\lainline" (larger part of the 11SP inmates eatinr: a meal at one 

time) was go ··ng out to tbe yard, and he assumed RAY \1a5..: on the yard 

when RL\Y did not renort for work at 11:00 a.m., and be did not report 

RL~Y 's absence to bis relief officer, 11\.ROW SCFL?~FFER when PE:TR21i: went -
rL" o _ _,_ at noon. 

Officer SCW\.FFER did not check further, though he mis::,;ed RA.Y, 

as he found out RA.Y had been in the J,(.itchen in the morning and had bis 

work done, and it ·was C'..1s tomary to allow yard to inmates when their 

i::1ork was finis (led. 

Lhe 1vD.t' ·was ac1"'..,,~ised (not shown by whom) that there had been an esc~~pe 

from the HSP. He was told if security was not alerted, the.re \•1ould be 

another (escape). It ,•,1as then learned that .RAY, assigned to the main 

kitchen, 11:0U a.m. to 7:00 p.rn. shift, had not reported for ,.•Jork at 

11:00 a.m., and ·was missin,~ from the 5:00 p.m. count. 

A search of the grounds and inspect·7 on of the walls fro\j both 

inside and out ·was conC:uc ted wi tbout any r_ sul ts. It 1.._1as assumed, and 

still was as of 4/24/67 that Rl~Y was either concealed somewhere ins id~ 

the walls at the HSP or had escaped without- lcavin?" any visible .sfuns 

a~ to Lhe mechanics of t;;e e:scc;1.pe. 

rurL1.1erxa. repor'l..s showed 1:hat 1:be Renz Farm -cruck came through the 

"SaLLY .l:'oL·L" at the .,.-!L)r at approximately 8:Uu a.m., ~-/'Lj;67, to picK up 

tne bread for the .t\.enz Fann from the r--S.I:' Kitchen/bakery. The truck cc:1.rne 

bc1.ck t:hrough 1:he "Sally Port" going out aL aµproximc:1. tely 8 :16 a.tu. Tne 
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i.:.ruck st:opped once euroute Renz Farm for ano-cher de.Li\1ery of bread, in 

a r:epzn1ate box, at the re:.sidence of CAK.1..1 1v1II.J..S (not further identified). 
the 

Inmate LL01D K. RENO, #10970, rode in the cab of1truck with 1-he truck 

driver, ALF'KED BURKJ:U\.RDT. KENO got in the back of tbe truck and handed 

MILLS' box to lHJRKI-L\.RT:T, and BUR.KHt\IillT delivered the box. The tcuck 

then proceeded on to the Renz Farm, and it is documented tbat the brc2d 

in the Renz Farm bread box ,vas found to be "all broken up" when it was 

delivered to the Renz Farm, on 4/23/67. 

RL\Y had been sched1Jled for an appearance at a hearing on a writ 

at the Miss·~ur i Supreme Court on L~/26/67, as he had received special 

permission to be nresent xx for the arguments in that matter. RAY had 

previously been out to the Cole Co1nty Circuit Court on escape charges, 

etc., en 4/14/66, 8/9/66, 7/12/66, 9/6/66, 11/21/66, 1/16/67 and 2/20/67. 
for evaluation 

He had been out to State llospital #1, Fulton,/on 9/8/66 until returned 

to the 1'-'.SP on 10/21/66. He was also out to the u. S. District Court in 

Jefferson City on 9/6/63. 

The wanted poster prepared at the IvlSP for RAY as an "Escc,.ped 

Convict" was received at the MSP reco1-ds office on 5/17 /67 from the 

print shop, and the '.:)rint shop had apparently inadvertently placed 

f in6erprints of inmate CHl\RLE:] GEt:E F~~\.SLEY on R.il.Y 's wanted poster. 

EASLEY had escaped on 5/7 /67. By letter of 11/30/67, the. 1•t3P advised 

the Kansas City, Mo., Police Department, that they we.re sending the 

"final copy" of the escape notice on i<.c\Y, since the fin~erprints on the 

original notice were not :u\Y's, and that Police Departr,1cnt had a~)'._Xi :i.~ently 

not received a ~rev:ous change correcting the error. The original wanted 

•
1-;os ter gave &\.Y's FBI # as 306 443 A, .:.1 P'.18 e.ntly taice n from a Missouri 

State liig)n1a~7 Patrol transcr:ipt of arrest record rece ~:'ved af er R.i\.Y 

arrived at the MSP, -i:•1Lile the FBI identification record in file shows 
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FBI #405 942 G. The l1<{SP Records Office sent a letter to the u. S. 

Attorney for the. Western ::·istrict of :Missouri on 6/8/67, requesting 
(UF'AC). 

federal process on RJ-\.Y for Unla\:,1ful Flight to Avoid Confinementi On 

6/19/67, the u. 

be issued on RAY. 

i~ttorney, F • RUSSELL HILLIN, authorized UFA C process 

On 4/22/68, ORL.\.r: ROSE, #7j723, inm2.te at the MSP, wrote a sugc:ested 

newspaper article he thought mir;ht in::_·uce &.\Y to surr(~nder himself if it 

co,1ld be: prin Led. 

At about 2:00 a.m., 5/3/68, Sgt. K. BEMBi:RGER at the :MSP Control 

Center, according to a memo submitted by B&'\fBERG ... :R, received a telep~1one 

call from a man"ic1entifying h:7_mself as GERi\.LD BUSH from Birminz_;ham. He 

wanted to know if we had an inmate here by name of JO:~EPH .AUSTIN. He 

saic~ that this JOSEPH A1JSTIK was an associate of JA}fi':S :,:AY who was he:ce.u 

BCMB2~~G '.R inclica tea. "GEP..1\W BUSlf' woulc. not further identify himself, D.nd 

that he told BUSH he ·would h8V e to call rock during reg 1lar business 

hours when the recorus office 1;-1as open, md gave him no information. 

A note in the file from \.'arden SWEl,7SON indicated that G::.:oRGE JONES, 

#05516, BOBBY POWELL, #13174 and GARY HiiRKil~S, #04870, allegedly knew of 

RJ'\Y's escape in bread delivery to Renz Farm. 

RE: DONi~.LD HAY JOh1~SON 
Mis - 0uri Depart ent of Corrections #10987 

JOiil'-JSOV was received at the M~;p on 10/5/65 , and he is a w~.ite. male, 

corn ~----~Iis home was West Plains, Mo., and he ,,-1as paroled from the 

11':;p on 8/9/66, spending Dost of liis time in 
,1,.\,. 

ansas C :.ty, 1·lo., until hew as 

re.turned to the MSP as a parole vioL, .. tor on 2/8/67 from Clay County, 

Missou::::--i. He ·was previ_ously comri1ittec• to the l•lissc)uri Training School 

for Boys, Boonville, Mo., then was received at the Missouri Inte.rmediate 
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Reformatory on 3/9/60 but esc,:cped on 6/30/60 from that institution by 

stealing a dump truck. He. was re.ceiv(~d at the l•fSP on 2/19/64 from 
added 

Howell County,/ERgax a two-years ::ientence for escape, a.nd started a 

15-year sentence for armed robbery from Clay County on 2/8/67. He was 

in cell K-134 and assigned to food service as of 3/6/67. He had also 

worked in the bakery and bread crew int he f,iSP in 1962, and bis ''vfork 

and Training Re 0 )ort" dated 4/1/67 indica.ted he was a "bread slicer" in 

the main kitchen at the }ISP. He also worked on the 5th floor of the t·'1~P 

Hospital, 10/20/65 - 4/28/66. He was still assL~ned in the main kitchen 

as a "bread room man" on 7/1/67. 

JOHNSON and his brother, JOE KEI-~NETH JOHt:!SON, were said by the 

Sheriff of Clay County to have been overheard to say they wo11ld escai;e 

and \'lould hurt anyone who got in their \·,1ay. They hac:1. taken part in an 

armed robbery in Clay County. JOE was also sentenced to the t-·lSP, and 

on 11/20/67, DrN..:\.LD JOI{ SON requested a cell change from K-134 to J-115, 

next to his brother's cell. Th::_s r,.1ove idas approved, 12/5/67. I;ON,.\.lD 

had requested job changes, to the Power Plant, ori 8/28/67 and to the Soap 

Plant, 9/28/67. 

DONl\.LD JOHN$N was paroled from the :MS P on 6/3/74, and be had ha( a 

home off er then with a friend, ALBT:.:RT S. T Il-1B:(OOK, 245 Brent, Dumas, 

Arkansas, and employri.1ent at McGraw-Edison in Dumas. His brother, JOE 

KEl:NETH JO:INSON, # 23500, w'"1s in the 1'·1SP in 4/73, on a 10-ye.ar sentence• 

He listed the following relatives and fricncls: 

Father, EVERETT JOI-Il>1.SON, 919 S • .imm.~ant¥ Walker, °\··"! ·st Plains, Mo.; 
Brother, Jld•ES JOHJ.:SON, 913 E. Vale, Sprin::;ficld, J,'lo.; 
S istcrs, :Mrs. lfilLVIN ROUSEY or ROUS SY, 631 Chestnut, 8prin6f ie.ld and 

BONfIE ROWLETT, 509 N. Walnut, Willow Springs, I·lo. 
Girlfriend, CL'il1.ICE. "WELTY, 920 S. Walker, Wr.'.st Plains, 1'-Jo. 

There was not~:ing in his file w~1ich shows any specific contact ·with 

though it is noted RAY 1.1as in cell K-135 as of 1/18/67-. and both we.re 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



• • 
employed in the kitchen as "br(~ad sl5_cers." 

DE· .t... • GARY WAYNE t1illKINS 
Missouri Depnrtucnt of Correcti,.)ns 1121231 and 04870 

111-\:U(INS was received at the MSP on 5/18/62 and served a ten-year 

sentence for burgL:::.ry and steal::_ng under }·:SP #04870 until discharged 

on 7 /7 /67. He 1i1;'as returnc:d to the 11:;p on 10/19/71 on a 25-years sentence 

from Butler County for armed robbery, involving a bank robbery, and he 
born I ) 

remains confined on that sentence with MSP # 21231.He is a ~-fr1ite male, 

He had been received at the ;,Jiss 8uri Interr..iedi.:.te Reformatory on 

7/3/57 on a 5 years sentc.nc.'e for bur_;lary and stealing, and he escnped 

on 1/12/59, rctui~ned on 1/20/59. He escaped on 9/25/60 from the ~~tate 

Eos~ital at Fulton, Ho., was returned on 9/28/60 and dis charged frora the 

M.'.P on 3/20/61. He previously had been comnitted in 1955 to the t·~isso'..lri 

Training School for Iloys at Boonville. 

\
,-. l • 1 f iI~er ~is re ease rom the MSP on 7 /7 /67, it is indicated tbett be 

went to St. Lo:r:..s, l··lo., lived c.lone for a wb.:le then . .1as m.:.Lrricd. 

Hi':.~UCINS' co-defendants in tbe bank robbery ca·__;e, ROI3'<i? .. T PO,;ELL, 

#16960, wa.r: p2.roled to a federal detainer on 7/7/75, and Fi-1.ED LEON KIHBIE, 

# 16 7 71, was paroled on 6/3 0/7 ':). I·-Ii\RKINS haC.: been found incompetent to 

stand trial in the U. S. District Court at l'1lernphis, Te.nn., in 1969, on a 

different banl: rob, .. ery charge. HliPJ{INS had escay:e d three times fror:1 the 

jail at Farmington, Missouri. 

The.re is no infonn.:.ition in i1is file sbwwing any specific cont..a.ct be 
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P..AYJ:,10ND ClJFtTIS 
l'•Iissolll"i Department of Corrections #04849 

from the Renz Farm 
cur..TIS was received at t:1e l'-JS P on 5/15/62. He es caped/on 7 /16/64 an<l 

,.as returned on 7/19/64. He \;,as paroled on 6/27/66, and the records in 

the r,.r;p sho~1 th&t he ,;;Jas received 2.t the Georgia Diagnostic and Classifi­

cation Center, Jackson, Georgia, on 3/12/69, to serve a life sentence for 

murder, their #A-73862. He is a ·wLiite male, born l~---~~t Dalton, Ga. 

CU:(TIS served in the u. s. Army, 1944-47, recei.ving a Dishonorable 

Discharge, end he spent time in the U. s. PenitentiLry on a 1962 bank 

robbery convict ion. He ~-Jas written up in the MSP on 9/23/65 for "run. ing 

a store.u 

CU TIS's file con ains no inform.J.tion showing any specific contact 

RE: E ILLY MAC MILES 
Missouri Deportment of Correct ions #07 206 

l,f~J.2S was received at the MSP on 8/16/63; paroled 9/29/64 and 

returned as a parole violator on 5/31/66. He was discharged from the 

MSP on 1/20/67. His file contains no inf o:rma t ion s howi_ng any specific 

contact with R,;;\.Y. 

RE: JAMES RICIIARD ESSON 
Hissouri Depart[.-ient of Corrections #73789 

ES'.";'l)N was received ctthe MSP on 4/28/58 on a robbery sentence and 

,;,;ras rlle.ased on 8/1/72, descri~d as an "ideal inmate." He was picked 

"i_lp on hie rele:Llse by the London, Ohio, Correctional Authorities for 

extradition back to Ohin for completion of a life sentence. His file 

contains no inforrnation showing nny specific cont.Jct with Rli.Y. 
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RE: ROBERT LYNl~ POJELL, 

Missouri Department of Corre~tions #16960 

PO\JSLL was received at the },1SP on 5/14/69 on a 25-years sentence 

for armed robbery from Stoddard County, and he \las paroled on 7 /7 /7 5 to 

a federal sentence and as of 7/17/75 ·was at the u. s. Penitentiary, 

Leavenworth, Kansas under #88777-132. He is a white male, born~---~ 

He had previously been received at the MSP on 1/16/67 on a two 

years sentence for burgl~ry and stealing, which he served under #13174, 

and be was discb.:.~rged from t ::at sentence on 2/1/68, when he ..,,,1 ent to 

St. Lo~is, Mo., and lived with a girlfriend for several weeks. He was 

using aliases of JAC..1( BYRO!-~ Po:~TER on 8/5/68 and 8/8/68 when arrested 

by the Sheriff's Office at Everett, \,Jas hington. He ,Jas also using 

aliases and secured identifico.tion papers in other names ·when a fugitive 

in 2/65, and he declin.·.d to identify where he got [1is papers after b c.ing 

anpre bended. 
L -

POHELL was involved in a bank robbery at Puxico, r·lo., on 9/3/68, with 

FRr:D LEON KTMBlli and Gi\..RY HAYNE IL\RKINS. On 1/17 /69, he escaped from the 

Sheriff in Stoddard County, Mo., and was later apprehended in Alabama. 

On 2/15/67, P.O:,rELL uas assigned to food servace in the HSP and .,..fl as 

in cell K-118. As of 3/9/67, he was in cell K-31. He had a GEORGE 

KELLEY, 2486 Almougus Dr., Niles, Mic hi ,an, on L.is visitors/mail list 

and KELLL--Y had served time in the :MSP, 1963-65 • 

no\ 1'-r::' T L ' f . 1 . d . f . . ·t • • f . . 
...... LJ.L.., s J_ e con._aine · no speci ic innication o cont~tct \-.11-tn Ri\Y, 

other than work and hall assignnents. 
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RE: GEORGE Hi,ROLD JONES 

Missouri DepD.rtment of Correct ions #05516 

JOlF:Sserved time in the Missouri Inte.rmedia te Reformatory on a 

transfer from the Missouri Training School for Boys at Boonville from 

4/1/53 until 3/27/54, when he was paroled. He was returned to the 

reformatory on 12/20/57, escaped 5/22/58, and returned. to l he MSP on 

5/23/58 and assigned l•JSP# 73948. He ·was paroled on 11/3/60, re.turned 

as a p,;role. viol tor on 8/25/61 and discharged on 9/26/62, to b,~gin a 

ne\,r sentence. under #05516. He escaped on 9/23/64 while assigned to th2 

Mic:tv1, was apprchenc.ed 10/27/64, did time in the State Penitentic..ry at 
6/28/66, 

Nashville, Tennessee, :fs:i:imci11g before being returned to the MSP,/and 

was discharged on 9/8/69. He was received at the U. s. Penitentiary 

at Leaven~·Jorth, Km sa::::, mt in 11/71, #86919-132. 

JONES was assi~ned to food service, celled in K-142, as of 7/8/66, 

at the ;.-isp. As of 4/7 /67, he was ass i;::;ned to food service, having 

previously been in the furniture factory and in cell F-100 as of 1/9/67. 

He requested ass i::;nmElnt to cell K-34 on 5/15/67, since K-hall \.Jas the hall 

for food. service workers. He was on the bread crew in the bakery as of 

1/1/67, and pre.vious]y- had worked there in 1961-62. He \.·Jas head b2.ker in 

the main :.citcben at the 1,ISP 7 /68 and 1/1/69, and was described as the 

!'assistant head baker for several lltonths" in re 1)ort of 7 /1/67. 

JONES ·was issued size"9 III"shoes on 7/26/66 in clothing issue at 

the l,GP. JOrES's foot was listed as 11 inches long. He v1as issued size 

~$$ "10 Ill" s1.-:ioes on 2/2/67 and a;:;ain on 6/9/67. He \-las issued size 34 

-: .. 1alking shorts and one pair socks, 4/17 /67. 

J01'7:~S's file s~1o·ws a reT_Jort rcgarc;ing an incident on 12/16/68 

when EARL PHATTE, Gook II, was found to be carrying a sealed letter 

from JONES to a i'-'lr. and Mrs. Sl~·JELL, 7401 \-Jise 1.\.vc., Richmond Heights, 

'1 · • . . i Jn'. -,-, " d 1,. ' · 1 f h . . d h ,.., r•issou.r1., r.1t,ic~1 1 •• ,1-. ..:..~) ·1;-,1ante PR/J. IE to mmai or im outsi e. t e 1-•l.::,P. 
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... • • 
Pl1.ATTE admitted also that JON1~~S hac1. also offered PRATT£ $100 to bring 

drugs i_nto the H~iP for JC'.N~~s. 

JONf.:S \.1as involved in a drug possession ch2rge int he Jv13P in 

1966, when he '\·Jas found to be in possession of some 100-mg. 1-'lell.aril 

tabl~-s.ts c.lnd a bypocermic needle. 

JOliES listed rel[: tivcs 2.s follows: 

Wife, Mrs. LINJJ-...... TON1_::s, 2338 so. 9th St., St. Lo1.1is, l'iO.' or 
Rt. 1, Cedar Hills, Mo.; 

Sister, JE .. \.1\ JO:t7ES, llU Public Sq., Nashville, Tenn., 1966; 
Step-mother, BLR'l'll\. .JOl"i:~S, .R.t. 1, Box 358, Hillsboro, 1,10. 
No specific con,nct with J1,12:s :.:::i:1 

... L 1.t.:lY \Jas ment · nne.tl in Jor:· _:_:s 'sfile. 
"jr;' C;. DL B D'i) . I.,...,...., 
l.\.;.,'., : ~ '...h. • .t. w'. ,,_ :'\.t ' 

Nissouri Dep2rti,1ent of Corrections #00189 

DR/J(E ·1Jas received D.t the T'lSP on 2/5/60 from St. Lo:-1is City and 

dischc..r~ed on 6/1/65. He bad no kitchen or bakery as~ignrnents liGtcd 

after 1960. IIis ·wife, It-.:TTY DR.:\.KE, resided at 1308 Mill St., Poplar 

Bluff, 1··10., °\litb his rnother;in-law, LEL\. PIA CE. 

His file contained r:o soecific reference to con, __ act with J.c1:.1'L~S 

RE: JOSEPH SEI3~RT 
I1is souri Departmentof ,...:orre.ct -~ons #09111 

SEIB:-;RT i;7~s re.cc ived at the }1SP on 10/2/64 from Jackson County, 

for murder. He es ape.cl. from the Jackson County Jail in Kan::-as City 

on 10/31/67 while out on a writ. He later was apprehen~etl in Oklahoma 

and later esc21ped from the Oklahoma State Penitentiary. 
to 25 years sentence 

arrc~sted in TennesE~ee and was sentenced/for bank rob~)ery 

He \.'as then 

l·n ·r1 i::> ' . . 
District Court, es tern Dist::.~ict of Tennessee, to commence 10/2L:./75 

and serve with the stc::itc cirne on bis return to the USP on ll/lL~/75. 

SEIDL:::RT had atte,,ipted to es care 3/11/66, ,vhen he hid out in a 

television room, on tbe same c.ate when JJJ-,1ES J:.:.?~ltL ;-~'-·.,,_y hid out in the 

Both bad rlaced a "dumuy" ma,;e of bedding under the blankets of 

their bunks in that app:_1rent c.sca~ atte pt. atte1,tpted an es cape 
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• • 
a;;ain on 11/3/66, \•;rhen he used a hand-made ladder, and on 8/2 7 /b5, he 

threw a fire bomb at a tower at the wall in an escape attempt. 

\-Jerked on the bread crew in food service in the uain 

kitchen at the ~5P as of 7/1/65. 

He ':vas sent to maximum security for h:i_s e.scape atternpt on 11/3/66, 

but as of 5"/31/67, be was back in food service in the 1-:ISP, celling in 

K-60. 

J_• n ,:, 17' TY'~ · 'fl rf I S .c -• 1 e u .u .,.,_.,_, ,_,._ .L .L.... • 

RE: RONl1,.LD WEST BCP-..G 
?-Iissouri Department of Correcti.ons #71859 

, ,ESTB:~TI.G was re.ce i ved the llS P on 12/27 /56 from L.::-.clede County 

on a 25 years senteDce for Assa·_1lt tlith Intent to Kill \-lit h fl•.!alice. He 

had additional sentences imp~sed later in actions in Cole County involving 

violence to a inm--.te at the l'-lSP. 

w:--.:ST3EP-..G hanged himself in his cell at the MSP on 11/2/70, and ~1is 

death was r~led a suicide by the coroner • 

._:
1ESTJI~RG had atternptcd escape from the HSP, one occas ·Lon involv inc:,:; 

the ase of a homemade pistol on 9/19/59. He had an accomplice then, and 

this inmate, ROLLIE L-\ST?.R, #02059, ret-:'lained a close associ.~~te in the 

i~LVIN \;RIGHT, #177 55, close fTiend of ~JEST3L:;_~G, w~~s 

attacked by two Neira in:.~iates in the rtSP, a:1.d 1'-1SP officials thou;::_::ht tb2-t 
Negro 

~ Tl"" , 'T 'D.. 'D G 1 1 t 1 . . i I . . I- 1 f . d 1
,,,,,,_ D.:..1-,. wou c re a iate against tL1cse 1nma·:.::es s1_nce L1e was a c ose --rien 

f r TR -re H'l' 0 'dL .l,, -- e The psycholi>c:.;ical profiles regarding \.JESTBI:l{G incluclcd 

information of hostile reaction toHard unnamed persons for their "racial 

+= • t " t d h. t. "'I· f · 1 . . f t . 1 • pro.1_an1 y owar is mo .1er. 1-1s __ i e contaJ_ns in·-onnd 1.on regar(Ling 

self-inflicted wounds, ~,is potential suicide-prone outlook and homosexual 

involvement \-Jit~-1 other inmates. He killed inrn;:ite FRED II.l~-q_Lil<G, #08921, on 

5/6/69 and on the same date. gave a knife to inmate D~~LVIN LOUTlli\.IN,#1474J, 
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.... • • 
''for protection fror~ the Negroes .u ~-·L:~.STBE:.~G haci trouble 'Witb R!\.RLil:G 

over IIlffiLI1,G 's a tte-::1.t ion to T..,OlITIL:\. IN. Ivlajor D.:~l'frON STEELE had. a 

mewo in \l.SS'J'DERG 's file identifying bim as of 1/17 /66 ·wit, .. an "escape-

minded" clique at the 1'1S P. 

\1ESTBEltG i·Jas in tbe main kitchen in 1964-65 at the 1-•LSP, but there 

\.:as no specific reference in the file to any dire.ct conto.ct '\•lith Ji.:1ES 

r-· -\ -.---. L r, ,\ ·v· th ., ,.,.: 
;.:..:~,.-.., ,_'J.'.i...L, 0 e.,.~·,.1..Se • 

The personnel fiJe s for the personnel at the MSP, mentioned in 

~1r J..' • 
. t i . d d . •r• • ,... • CA:·~P s memoranc um, were revie.we , an no s igni:i: icant inT orni.., t ion 

was noted other than the reprimands previously noted \·:ith rc;;a,_d to 

R.:~:..Y I s escape. I'he file on _·:..LFRi.~D BURY.J:1\.T'~DT, Guarcl (;ff ice.r, who 

resi.;ne.d from the Department of Corrections on 12/10/67, had been 

destroyed, as ha<' t~ile on 11\IWLD JOHN SCHAFFER. 

It ,,7as noted that the personnel file of EZRA. L:=;RQY 3IE~LDZN, 

orrecti(1nal Officer I, had a notation from . .f:u:-den S JENSON to the 

effe.ct that SEELDZU's ne.;~t pay increac-5e should be v1ithheld based on 

reprimands for the 4/23/67 escape of I<.AY and the 8/12/67 escape of 

in th::-~ trash truck which \1ent tbro ugh the "Sally Port 11 ub:~J_e :3.~ ;:LDEF 

\,_7as on duty, just as he hac1 been on ci.uty and failed to cbecl: the bread 

on the Renz FarE1 truck in the 4/23/67 es cape of PJ:\.y. 

x:-
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Kansas City, Missouri 

May 7, 1976 

ASSASSINATION OF· 
MARTIN LUTHER l'.ING. JR. 
CIVIL lIGHTS . 

• 

On April 29 1976, Mi-. «;eorge M. Camp. Depu.t.y Director:, 
Missouri Depai-tmen.t of Social Services, Jefferson City. 'Missou.ri -~ 
was contact.od and -receipt.of bis lotter of April 13, 1976. to 
FBI Director Clarence M. Kelley was acknowledged. This letter 
reads as follows: · 

nDear Mr. 1Celley: 
11 I't is our ·u.nderstan.ding that the Attorney Gen•ral has 
under consid.eration a review of the events that led up to 
the death of the late Dr. Martin Luther ling. Either as 
part of that review, or as an independent review, we 
Tequest that you initiate aa inveati1a-tion bto tho 
activities of .Jame• Earl R.ay while he~~~• aa inmate at · 
the Missouri State Peai~entlaiy in. the.: earlr· and ■ld· 
1960's, lncludlaa .his escape froa that inst tutio11 ia 
1976. 

''Recently we reviewed the facts anilable to us and 
concluded that J~•• Earl Ray's ... c~, did aot· lnvolve · 
the complicity of Missouri prison otflcials and that 
he was not a "11erchantu within the Peniteatlry. However, 
the State of Missouri has neither the resource, nor the 
leaal authority to conduct an. investigation that could 
lea.cl to a review of facts and. btervlews outside the 
State of Missouri.. As part of your invostiaatlon, w . 
ask that you review tho ■aterial in our possession. ••• 
of course, do not have access to the aaterial an« . 
infonaation that your aa•ncy and the u. s. Attorney's 
Office developed ln th• course of the·investl1ation and 
the prosecution of Jaaos Barl Ray, and ther•fore think 
that your office 1.s in th• best position to be al>so­
lutely sure that no stone has be•n lefl unturaed. 

6 - Bureau 
1 - Memphis (44-1987)(Info) 

- USA, Kansas City, Missouri· 
- Kansas City (44-760) .· 
W:jb ~ . . 

( 
9 ~ d~ment con1alns neither rec~meridotions nor. conclustO~s of the 

F t 1s the property of the FBI and 1s loaned to your agency; 1t and its 
contents are not to be distr,ibuted outside your agency 

VY - l6o -l3y P 
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• 
• 

ASSASSI!iATIO.N O.F 
MARTIN LUThl:.R 1'ING, Ji. 

· ~-w~ stan4 read)" t.o assist and cooperate:· with you and look. 
forwa.rd/_:to hearin_g frQID you as soon as you have 11ad.e · a 
docisity:n on · the ~ourse of action you "lfisli to take. 
. I 

Very tTuly yours. 

GEORGE H. CAMP 
Deputy DirectoT' 

Hr. Camp stated that he is in charse of the llivision. 
of CorTectiou.s or tb.e Mis.souri lJepart•ent of 5ocial Services,. 
and han.dlint of the captioned matter insofar as. his agency 

. is concerned has been delegated to hiatt by Mr. Lawrence L •. 
OrahaB. Director of-the Department of Social Services. 

• anu 
and 
his 

Mr.· Camp adv·ised that he and his- staff reviewed files 
conducted lntervielis of ..available appropriate per-sonnel ~ 
£or~er personnel of the Missouri State P~1~itentiary (MSP), 
some. inmates of the r-iSP regarding Jaaos. tarl Ray and . 
escape fro~ the MSP, and regard.lug the murder of Or. King. 

Mr. Cup stated· tl1at after these inquiries and -f ll• 
reviews, it was the concluslon of Missouri officials that Ray's 
escape fron the IJSP was due to t.he laxity of so•e eiiployees, 
and Ray took advantage of the laxity. he sald. he found no 
evidence of a conspiracy to aid Ray's esc.ape involving MSP 
personnel. 

. Mr. Canp said tba-t iri ~egard to allegations that 
Ray was ru1ining rackets in the MSP, financi:ng himself· through 
illegal acts within the M'SP,, supposedly ai-ded by unideatified 
guard.personne1.·1t was the conclusion after the stwiy that 
such activity lfas not indicated ·by facts available,. aad 110 
evidence 11as found to support such allegations. He noied that 
Ray bad only one misconduct ropert. ot.her than write-ups 
regarding his escape att.eapts, and that was an 1n~ident 
involvinf Jlay• • apparent atteapt. to tak.e C?Ont.raba~ intq 
t.he hosp tal at the MSP on a food cart. He further n<lted 
that a review of Ray's let;lg&Y account• ~l1icl1 s_hovs the 
activity of the money coaing illto and disbursed from his 
account . at t.he iftSP treasurer• s office, revealed the total 

2 
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• 
.ASSASSINATION OP , 
JI.ART IM LlJ-nUHt IINC, •. J'R. 

• 

amount of aoney that c:ure into his ae.count durin1 the tlM 
he was at the :4SP, 1960-(),7, was about $900. Ho noted taat 
soae of llay•s earnings froa working in prison jobs and. aoney 
sent by faaily vent back out to faaily , and the rest was 
spent in the MSP c011Dissa_ry aad for rea.din1 11atorial. . 

Mr. Ca•p notecl that the MSP official who was dee■ed 
most kno"1lodgeable regarding the iruaate population at the MSP: 
during the period of tiae of 1900--67. anu who was in a positioa 
to know. and did know lthich in•ates vere involved ia rackets 
as a aerchant or dealer in contraband, and. possessed of 
influence over innate populatioa in t.he MSP. vas Major I. J. . 
Poiry. He said inforaation fro• Major Poiry was to the effect 
that Ray was a '-Uobodyu and was distinguished by nothing ••cept 
that '"ho va11ted to escape f-rea the MSP. H · · 

· MT. Caap advised that nothing was ••'1i"'1n all his 
investiaatlon to rel•te Kay's escape to tho aurd.er of Mar_ tia 
L. ling. lie noted nc inforaation lndicatina that Ray was a 
racist. 

Mr. Ca!!p stated that tbo HSP staff should have been 
watching Ray aore closely in view of his pr••ious escape attempts 
at the MSP. He believes that the pf'ison officials' decision 
to cancel a svg1estion tha-t·thc eaployees·id.entified as lax 
in their duties~ which probably led to J'tay'beiag able to 
escape, in addition to the letters ef repriaaad they did 
receive, vas an insufficiency of aanagement in not takia& 
more severe ad.n.inistratlve ac:.tion a1a!.nst those uployees. 
He noted. however. that at the time of the escape, it. could 
not have boen known taat lay later would kill Xing. 

Mr. Cup said that t.he •--western ,Unioa Mailgraa"' · 
received by Missouri Govcraor Christopher s. Bond oat Jeffersoa 
City on February 6, 1976 fro• leveread banuol Cl•aYer, ·· 
.ExocutiYe Director, South.em Christi.an. LoadeTship Conference 
(SCLC), referrc-d to the JanuaTy Z6. 1976 issue of Ti••. 
ugasJ.ne and requested investiaat:lon i-e1ardin1 flay'~-:: ·escape 
and activities in the USP. He believes the SCLC hypotkesi:ed 
t11at the MSP staff helped Ray run rackets hi the MSP t, flnaace. 
hiu•lf on his escape in a plot to kill liag. 

He noted that the Tille ■agasiae a-rticle was anaaa•d 
by the publicity agent. for Georae )k.Willian, 12 lillliard Street, 
Ca■briclge, Massachusetts, to holp proaote his book on lay, 

J 
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• 
ASSASSINATION OP 

·MARTIN LUTHER It?lG, Jlt~ 

and .ting's assassination. Ue said that it was his under .. 
standihg that Mc._\&illla11 bad stated. that he had refused 
t.e give any assistance to the PIX when contacted ·for 
inforutloa h• 11irht have regardtna the alleaations_ 
mentioned above. , 

McMillian used as a source a foJ11er MSP inmate 
naaed Raymond. Cu-rtls accordina te MT. C&aJ), vho noted that 

_··Curtis had been gone fi-oa the- MSP about on• year before Ray 
escaped. , 

Mr. Caap f~rther adYised that he bad received a 
letter dated .January 21, 1976 from Lou Miller, fon1er MSP 
inute. vho -told. Camp that he had been editor of the inaate 
newspaper at the MSP. tJ:ut -!_e_!ft~wa .J:ourn-=.1 .... vhea R.ay was· in 
~e MSP. Miller stated that 1ii Iiii•v lay and nTan- a card . 
gau with hi•'!' for a period o.f time not specified in the 
USP. Miller is aow residing at the lirbytiotel,_233 .North 
Main, Springfield, Missouri, according to Mr. Cap. 

Mr. Caap pointed. out. th.at his investigation in 
this utter did net include intorvJews with Miller or 
Cui-tis~ noT did he lnteryi ev Fred Wilkinson., Director of 
the Departaent of Corrections ln 1961,, ·who now lives ia 
North Carolina. He said. t.hat he believes that any furtheT 
investigation in this matt.er should include interYievs witll 
th• above-aaaod persons, as well as ·tile MS.P personnel repri ... 
Banded in this matter at the tlu. Major Poi'r,"• foraer. MSP 
Warden H. R.. Swenson and with .Ja•es Earl Ra.y. 

Mr. Cup furni$hed copies of the following ite•s 
fro• his file on this ut~•r, which are; attached to· this 
11e•orandua: ·· 

Letter dated January 11, 1976,_to Ms. Heather 
Xilpatrick~ Tiae-Life Building, Kev York. City. Helf York, 
froa Mr. Caap ; · · •. 

Letter dated Pebnary 26, 1976 to a•verend 
Cleaver, supra, froa Mr~ Camp; 

Meaorandua dated February 27, 1976 to Ja■es ,Earl 
by file froa ttr. C_aap. 

4 
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ASSASSINATION OP ··. 
MUTIH LUTHlUt. IIMG, Zl •. 

· · The uterlal •tilised by Mr. Cup la his lnYe1ti1atioa 1 
as outlln-•a · in his llellGrandwa datecl Pel.tTuary 27, 1976, vu" re­
viewed by the federa'l J.urea.u of lnT•st.lgation at Mr. Caap's 
Office· on April 2t and April JO, 1~76 aad May J,:ancl Nay 4, 1976. 
This review re-vealed no'laforaati• pertla•at h di• la•••tl­
gatlon which has not alreadr k•• aYall'abl•, -01· la Yarlaac• · 
with.the conclusions reaclltcl hy~MJ-. Caap, as 011tlined.altove. 

. . . 

. ' ". 
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· i/10/.76, · 

AIRTEL AIR HAIL 

TO:· . DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 

PROM:· SAC, KANSAS CITY (44--76.0) RUC 

RE: UURKIN 

Re Kansas City airtel and LJDi, 5/7/76. 
, 

Enclosed for the.Bureau a:re six copies and Memphis 
one copy of Lilli, containing enclosures described on page four 
of reference.d LHM, dated 5/7/76. · 

2-Bureau (Enc. 6) 
I-Memphis (44-1987)(Enc. l)(Info.) 

(1)..Kansas City ·. 
JRG:aa 
( 4 )_,,.-------
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• 
Kansas City, Missouri 

May.IO, ,1976-

ASSASSINATION OP 
-MART IN J..UTBIR KING, JR.:_ 

.i· .. CIVIL. RIGHTS -- - . 
, :}~ . 

'' 

, ' . ~' 

' -? 
: . . . . ' 

. . , . . 

lulf ere nee memo rand~--· dai:ted~ Kay T, -1976. , 
. ' .,~ ) . ,,: . . . . ~-~ .. 

. A.tt·ached are the enclosures _descri,ed on 
pag.♦ ,·fou_r _of· ·refer•nced aernor~d~~.-,-' ;

3
;, 

i 
' ' 

. ,• . 
,· .. 

' 
-t. r '' -'o." .' 1,i ' 

6-Bureau . 
: I-Memphis _ ( 44.:19s7)(lnfo.) 
1-USA, -Kansas City, .M~>. _ 

-KC 44-760)t. . - .. 
RG:~ . 

(9),- ' . ". 

This: document contains n 'th · -- · - . · · - · · - · 
p.,r ,,. ·~ ·, - e, er._ recommendations nor conclusions of the 

•(·• 1' l:, tr-:·.3 rroperty of the FBI and- ,·s f · d _ · ·- __ : ,;·_. 
,.,.,,.;. _. . . - , - - -: oane to your agency· it d ·ts· 

~'
t1

·"-
01 ,LS "re not to be distributed outs'd -' - -- · - ' · an · 1 · _ · -. - . . • -. . . 1 e your agency 

' ,- .,i( "'
1 

1 f . • 

. .::_. 

: 
.,. ' - ":i,., • ~ 

; i, • 

·,;; 

1 ' 

_., 
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GOVER~JOq CHRIS TOP HER S t~OND 
STATF CAPITOL 
JEFFERSON CITY MO 65101 

·rro 6 1915 

... ,, - ,,,,,·. . .,, 
z I.G..,.; ~,, -

:>. lJ '· • ·. ,·.•, ~ * ........... _ • 
If ........ . 

GOVERr~OR'S OfFiCE 

DEAR GOVERNOR BOND 
IN ITS JANUARY 2h A~OITIO~, TIME ~AGAZ!~E CAPqJED so~E K~Y EXCFRPTS 
F R o ~ G E o P G E M c M I L L r -~ "i , s u p c o H r ~, G a o o K a \J r H r:: A s s ~ s s r l 1 A r r o 1-.1 o F o r: c T c R 
M A R T I \: l LI T H E R K I ~ J G JU N I O R , T H E F O U ~~ 0 E R O F T H f S O U T t ~ E q N C 4 q I S i I ~ \J 

LEADERSHIP CONfEPENCE IN HIS ~oo~, ~c~ILLI~N CHARGES THAT JA~(ES EAQL 
R A Y , DO C T O R K ! N G ' S A L L E G F: D A S S A 5 S I ~-J , P L O T T E O 6. N [) F I ,\J t N C E r) T H F µ I.I R D F P O r 
T HE F A M E D C I V I L R I G ~ T S L. E A D E q ~ E H I ~; D T ~ E ~; A L L S O F T H E ,.1 I S S O U ►< J S T :. T [ 
PR I SON , MC ~-l ILL ! A 1'1 , ~H--4 Q Su f. NT 7 Y F A q S ~ES E f. RC H I "'1 G FOR HI S ~ Q OK , G 0 t: S . 
EVEN FURTHER PY SUGGESTI~G THAT SEVEPAL PRISON GUl~DS PROVIDED PAY ~11~4 
~:HA T E V E R A S S t S T A ~1 C E v! h S ~• E C E S S ! R Y T O ~ A I ~~ T A I ~i A LUC R A T I V f: P ~ ! S O N D R l J (, 

BUSINESS, MCMILLIAN CLAIHS THAT RAY HAD EARNED OVEQ 7 T ►iOUSANO DOLLAqs 
B V T H f: T I •Yi E O F H I S E S C A P E A N D T H A T H E U S E D T H 1 S M O N E Y F O R A S S A S S I "J A i J O \! 
PLANS, 
W ►~ E T H E R O R N O T ~ C ~ I L I_ I A N I S B O O K I S C O ~, D L F: T E L Y R E l. I A R L E I -5 S E C O t-.; 0 h R Y , 
THE FACT THAT TI~E ~AGAZI~E, O~E T~E NATION'S MOST PRESTIGIOUS A~D 
WIDE l.'Y CIR CUL t. TEO P LI R. LI Cl T ! 0 NS rl AD ENOUGH CONFIDE NC f. IN MC '-i I l. LI l N T 0 
P R I N T T H E S T () R Y , I S ! N I T S E L F w O R T H Y O F O U F A T T E N T I O \I • S I ~J C E T L.J E 
REVELATION THAT J EDGAR HOOVER U$ED THE FSI IN A VICIOUS ATTE~PT TO 
0 I S C R E D I T DOC T G q K I "-I G , T H E ~ A R R I S P O L L R E P O R T S T H A T 6 0 P E R C E N T O F T H E 
POPULATION BELIEVE THAT DOCTOR KING'S DEATH WAS THE PESULT OF A 
C O P.J S P I ~ h C Y • T H E A M f Q I C A P U 8 L I C , A S Y O U i~ E L L K N O ~ , H A S , W I T H t ~ Li C H 
JUSTIFICATION, 8ECOME CYNICAL ANn SUSPICIOUS. THE STORY !N Tl~F HAS 
F u R T ~ E R f D T H I s c Y "' c I s I H ~ N n s u s P I c I o P-. 1 

• 

IF, AS MA~Y HAVE COME TO ~ELIEVE, oncro~ KJ~GIS ISSASSI~~TinN ~AS 
C O N C r: r V [ ') I r--1 "' E ( F ~: q s n .,; C T T y A N r> C O ,\J s u .'-1 A T E D I t-J ,.1 E >,A p H I s , A T H O ~ 0 lJ G >-' 

INVESTIG~TIC~ Qf RAY'S ILLEGAL 8~ALI~GS AS A PRISON M~RCHANT ~~I) HIS 
SfEMJNGLY S~OOTH ESCAPE YIGHT SHED so~E RADLY NEEDED LIGHT a~ THIS VERY 
EMOTJO~s\L ISSUE. 
THE SOUTHER~ CHRJ$TIA~ LEADERSHIP CONFERE~CE IS THEREFORE MAKJ~IG T~F 
F O L L (' i-i I N G R E () 1. l E S T S i 
S T H .Ii. T T H E F I N D I '< G S O F T ~ E O F F I C I A L T ~1 V E S T l G h T I O N () F J A ~I E $ f. A R L P A Y ' S 
E S C A P t F R O ~~ T H E P-1 I S S O U R I S T A T E P E. N I T t N T I t-. q Y F1 E P Q E 5 E N T E D T O S C L C A ~ D 
HAOE PU8LIC. 
?. l H /. T T H E S T A T E A T T O P r,1 f. Y G E ~ E R ~ I_ 1 S O F F I C E E X A .\, I r~ f T H E C Y h Q G E S ~ 1 t O E 8 Y 
M C H 1 L L J tl N I N f~ F G A ~~ n T n D f~ U G S ti L t. S I N T H E r R I S O ~, ~ t-J D T H E P ') S S I P J L I T v 
THAT PqISO'J GLl,\Pr1S MhY H&V[ AID[() Q.\y I~ HIS €SCAPE:. 

3 T H h T T H F. f~ E µ E P I J n L I C O t S C L O S L1 H ~ 0 ~ fi "J V h C T ! 0 "J S 1 fl K F ~ ~ V P ~ T S (') "' 
0 F F J C I .\ L S O R C: 0 V f:" ►~ :,. , 0 Q \~ h µ ;) E N H F: A I? .'J f S A r:- T F Q T ~ ~ [ Y L f::. ~ ~? N E O T H 11 T ('I 0 C T n ~ 
t< l t-J r, ' s i ~ s 1. s 5 I N \-.J t, s A ~~ I s s o u H 1 s r h 1 r. P c~ r s n "1 r-. !; r t. P E F. • . 
S C L C , ~--J E F D L F S S T O S A V I S H n P I 'J G · F Cl r~ /, P O S 1 T I v E I, N D P R O M P T 
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STATE OF MISSOURI 

DEPAHTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES 
Jof fcrson City 

GEORGE M. CAr.1P 

OC:PUTY DIRECTOH 

Ms. Heather Kilpatrick 
Time-Life Building 
Rockerfeller Center 
New York City, N. Y. 

Dear Ms. Kilpatrick: 

January 28, 1976 

As head of Missouri's prison system, I was disturbed to read 
the article on the assassination of Martin Luther King in 
the Time edition of January 26, 1976. 

In one section of this article, you used excerpts from ·George 
McMillan's unpublished book to make both inaccurate and mis­
leading implicqtions and statements concerning i1issouri 1 s 
corrections system. Concerning James Earl Rays' confinement 
in the Missouri State Penitentiary, you stated that prison 
~uthorities were not helpful in documenting Ray's illegal deal­
ings as a "Merchant." You also stated, "Just the opposite. 
They can no more admit that they have lost control of the pri­
son, that the prisoners are running it, than they can fly 
to the moon." 

Nothing could be further fr9m the truth than these statements. 
First of all, Missouri's correctional system has a complete 
open door press policy allowing complete access to the press 
at any time except in emergency situations. And I feel that 
if you wire to visit any of our correctional facilities in 
Mis8ouri, you \,·ould learn that we most certainly have not 
lost control of our institutions. Secondly, the staff here 
have cooper a tcd completely with :-.1r. McMillan in obtaining in­
formation and most, if not all, information on Ray's confine­
ment in Missouri came from our officials. In addition to this, 
I was never contacted by Mr. McMillan concerning this situation. 

, Lastly and rno~;t importantly, your article referred to conditions 
of the .Missouri State Penitentiury in the early 19GO's, but as 
seen from the above quote from rrimc, the reader would be led 
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Ms. Heather Kilpatrick -2- January 28, 1976 

to believe that these same conditions exist today and they, 
of course, do not. 

I find this assessment most difficult to comprehend espec­
ially in view of the fuct that to my knowledge neither Mr. 
McMillan nor the staff from Time Magazine ever came to Mis­
souri since my arrival here in July of 1973 to personally 
review the situation. 

GMC:ljr 

-cc: George McMillan 
Ned Bradford 

Very truly yours, 

GEORGE M. Cl\MP 
Director of Correctional Services 
State of Missouri 
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