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EDIIONDSON advised that the information· he has was 
picked up by him by reading regulations and other sources and 
the system is not hard to understand. · 

EDIIOlU>SON advtsed that GADBOIS had seyeral ·a•eociates.· 
He said he met sOile of these,. but did not know _their names. He 
said he recalled one "bustier" who work• with GADBOIS by the 
name of IIABCELL VILLENEUVE, a·l•o known a■ SLill, wbo ·live~ 
in Pierre Fondas. He said this person ill a fence operating an 
alleged appliance business and be 1• "real ·we11 connected" in 
Montreal, and can get about an7thing one ·.would want in· the- way_ 
of electric appliances which are stolen. EDJIOBDSON etated · 
IIARCELL also traf~ics in proatitution and aay handle·a little 
"pot". , 

Another associate of GADBOIS is BILL IIABABAGH who ie 
a photoerapher described as about 60 to 55. 1.e~s, 5 '7"-8", 
180 pounds, gray hair - balding, and who.wears yery thick glasse■• 
He deals in "dirty pci ture•, pot, and generally hustles•• for 
GADBOIS. He said this ll&D' 18 a "blatant hoJIOllexual". 

Another ••aociate of GADBOIS is a µaed d&r dealer who 
is an East Indian. He bu been "rapped" in Montreal for "ho.t" 
cars. 

EDIIOllDSON said he was arrested and put in jail at 
ottawa, Canada. IIARCELL caae to ■ee him and arfered him a lot 
of services for a price. He wanted $350.00 and took cue of some 
things for EDIIONDSON. He said for another $1,000.00 he could 
get EDM010)80lf released, but he aent this message through EDIIOND­
sox•s wife, as the prison authorities would not let In re-visit 
EDMONDSON. EDIIONDSON adYi&ed he t~ned down the offer of MARCELL 
and stated he was deported on August 9, 1967. Therefore, MARCELL 
would haye had a visit with hilll between July land August 9, 
1967. EDMONDSON further advised be was using the nam~ of ALEX 
BORMANN while lt.vi- in ·canad.a. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date_6_/_1_3_/_6_8 _____ _ 

JANET LOU CAWVEY was contacted at her home, Box 52, 
Lebo Route, West Plains, Missouri. After beirig duly advised 
of the identity of the interviewing agent, Mrs. CAWVEY 
advised that she is the wife of MARSHALL CAWVEY. · She stated 
that she and her husband have several young children. 

PAUL BRIDGEMAN, whom she advised was born I I 

Mrs. CAWVEY- advised that she is :he si:ter :f 
at Winchester, Indiana. She stated that t e las~ con act 
of any type which she had with her brother, was when he 
came to West Plains, .. Missouri, to claim an inheritance 
from their parents vstate after probate in the Howell county 
Missouri court during 1964. Mrs. CAWVEY stated that she is 
not close to her brother due to family problems. Mrs. CAWVEY 
advised that her father, JAMES BRIDGEMAN, allegedly murd~red 
her mother~ IRENE BRIDGEMAN, and then committed suicide on 
August 18, 1962, at Daytona Beach, Florida. PAUL BRIDGEMAN 
was living with his parents at that time. He had prevailed 
upon his mother to secure a safety deposit box, held jointly 
in the names PAUL and IRENE BRIDGEMAN, and to make him her 
sole heir. After there.rents' death, PAUL allegedly 
entered the safety deposit box, and took the property therein. 
He obtained the total estate valued at $13,000., and. left 
his sister JANET without any -share whatsoever. 

Mrs. CAWVEY stated that her mother also owns some 
property in Howell County, Missouri, which had to be probated 
through t~e Howell County C6urt, as previously referred to. 
Probate was completed in 1964, and PAUL BRIDGEMAN came to 
West Plains to claim the inheritance. She stated that was the 
lastoontact of any type that she had with her brother. 

Mrs. CAWVEY stated that the first time she was 
aware that her brother PAUL was an inmate in the Missouri 
State Penitentiary at Jefferson City, Missouri, was when 
her husband MARSHALL CAWVEY advised her that he had read 
of BRIDGEMAN'srommitment in the Missouri State Highway 
Patrol Bulletin approximately 4 years ago. She stated that 
her husband was a Ho,well County Deputy Sheriff at that time, 

On __ 6--/_3 __ /_6_8 ___ at West Missouri File# KC 44•76~,,£--- 6? 
SA EARL A. PAYSON 6/lQ/68 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It Is the property of the FBI ond Is loaned to your agency: 

it ond its contents ore not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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anf,.that he served in that capacity from 1964 to 1968. 
Mrs! CAWVEY.advised that she had no knowledge that 
BRIDGEMAN had been released from the Missouri State 
Penitentiary prior to·the interview by the FBI. 

Mrs. CAWVEY stated she and PAUL BRIDGEMAN are 
the only children of JAMES and IRENE BRIDGEMAN. The 
family is not large, and there are few close relatives. 
She stated there is a cousin named JIM DAVIS, whom 
she described as follows: · 

Race: 
Sex: 
Height: 
Build: 
Age: 
Hair: 

White 
Male 
6' 
Thin 
35-38 
Long - blond 

This person was with PAUL BRIDGEMAN at Daytona 
Beach, Flori, prior to the-murder-suicide of Mrs. CAWVEY's 
parents in 2. DAVIS is the son of IRENE BRIDGEMAN's 
sister, BONN DAVIS, Route 1, Madisonville, Kentucky. 
Mrs. CAWVEY advised that he may have some knowledge 
regarding BRIDGEMAN's whereabouts, but she expressed 
doubt that he could be located very easily. DAVIS was 
described as a "bad character" by Mrs. CAWVEY, and she 

.~tated that she has not seen him for several years. 
'!,AVIS has a sister by the name of Mrs. ROY (EDITH) BABB, 
Dayton h, Florida, whose husband is allegedly a 
forme a state troop·er. Mrs. CAWVEY stated that 
Mrs. B y be able to assist in locating BRIDGEMAN and 
DAVIS. 

BONNIE DAVIS''husband was shot to death in 
Madisonville, Kentucky,_approximately two years ago under 
suspicious circumstances,.whicb allegedly was the result-
of a mining labor dispute. Mrs. CAWVEY stated.that PAUL 
BRIDGEMAN ••s"married to. one CAROL BRINKER, Bloomington,' 
Illinois._ They were divorced in 1964, and she believed they 
had two children, naaes unknown. Mrs. CAWVEY stated that · 
she be·lieved CAROL BRINKER and her two children still reside 
in Bloomington; _Illinois~ and are presently on welfare. 

Mrs • . CAWVII _stated _that when she last saw her -­
brother in. 1964 in We~ains, Missouri,_. that· she inquired 
regarding his wife's~- He told:her at that_time _ · 

~ . . : . . 
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,aa his wife was dead. She s-tated that she did not believe 
-rnTr, and wrote to the Bloomington, Illinois, Police 
Departm•nt for ve~ification.· _ Apparently the letter was 
referred to the Welfare Department, because Mrs.·. CAWVEY 
stated she received a reply:from them regarding CAROL. 
BRINKER and the children. She.advised her parents and 
.BRIDGEMAN lived in Bloomington, Illinois, for awhiie 
some years ago. 

Mrs. CAWVEY stated that another relative who 
might know something of BRIDGEMA.N's whereabouts, would be 
an uncle by the name of ROBERT KOGER, Latham, Illinois. 
She stated he would definitely cooperate by making any 
information he:might have regarding PAUL BRIDGEMAN 
available, because he does -not approve of BRIDGEMAN's 
prior conduct. Another uncle is WALTER KOGER, Newcastle, 
Indiana. Both of these KOGERs are brothers of IRENE 
BRIDGEMAN. 

. Mr;s-~· CAWVEY stated that she believed her brother 
spent conside:r,able time· in Kansas City, Missouri,_- after 
their parents died. Sbe. -stated that ·she had no additional 
information which would assist in locating her brother. 
She advised that she would cooperate fully with the FBI, 
in locating BRIDGEMAN, .and if __ she should haye any contact 
~h him, or obtain any informati-on regarding his _whereabouts, 
~t she would immediately make it available to the FBI. 

-►- •Mr'S. CAWVEY was shown photographs of JAMES EARL 
RAY, add adYised that she had seen similar photog~aphs in 
the newspapers, but had never seen RAY or anyone in 
BRIDGEMAN's company who resembled him. Mrs. CAWVEY 
advised that PAUL BRIDGEMAN has never been outside the 
Continental United Staies to her knowledge._ She stated 
she never heard him express any animosity or hostiljty 
to~ard Negroes or other manority groups. 

' 

f 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

.. 1 
Date 6/13/68 

. JARBT LOU- CA . was contac.ted at her boae, Box 52, 
Missouri. After beins dul-y adYiaed 

interYiewing agent, llrs. CAWVBY 
Le,X, Route, West Plai 
of the identity·of t 
advised that she is 
that she and her h 

e wife of · IIARSBALI, C.A.WVEY. Sbe stated 
and baYe s•••ral youns children. 

llra. e&WYBY adYised that she is tbe sister ot · 
PA~. BllIDGBIIAB, . ,rhoa she · advised . was born I 7 
at Winchester, .Indian~.;· She stated tbat tbe last contact 
of. any type · which she had ,;1th her brother, ,,..-. when be 
caae to West Plains, 111 .. ouri. to claill an.inhe.ritance-
froa their parents. •tate after probate in the _.BOlfell county 
■iasouri court dvinc 1964.- · Jira. CAWV.ii stated that alle ia 
not close to bv brotber due to faaily probl.... -,llrs. c.&n--B-r 
advised that her father~' .JAIIBS.BRIDGDIAJf, allegedly aurdered 
her aother, lmB B&IDGD&lf, an4. then COlllllitted suicide Oil 
August 18, 1961, at Daytona Beach, .norida. PAUL BRIDGBIIAN .. 
was living with his parents at that ti ... Re had ~•Yailed 
upon his aotber to sec11re a safety deposit box, held jointly 
in the nall88 PAUL and IRDIK BBIDGBllhf, and to aake hi■ ber 
sole heir. After the111,rent•' death, ·PAUL allesectly 
entered the safety _,posit box, and took the property therein. 
Be obtailled the total estate yalaed at $13,000., and left 
his sister JUBT •ithout any share whatsoever. 

llre. •. CAIVBY ata.ted that ber .»tber also OWii8 soae 
pi:operty in Bowell Couty, ·111sso~i, which had to be probated 
thr011Ch the.Bowell Collllty Court, as prniOW1ly referred to. 
Probate was-·emapletecl. in 1964, &Dd PAUL BllIDGBIIAR caae to 
West Plains to clai■ the inheritance. Sbe stated that was the 
lastmntact of any type that she had -with her brother. 

llrs •. CAWtBt atated that the first ·tiae she waa 
•~•that her brotber PAUL was an lnwate in the lli9'souri 
State Penitentiary at .Jefferson City, llisaouri, was when 
her baaband IIAIISRAJ,J. CAffft advised her that be bad read 
of BRIDGD4lf'aCQllll1taent in the lliasouri State Highway 
Patrol .Bulletin approsiu.tel.y 4 yeara aso .. · SIie atated that 
her-buaband waa a Bowell Couty De••tY Sheriff at that tiae, 

On_6_._/o--,;3 ..... /"-'6""-'8 ___ at •n:t Pl&iM, ■iUQ'llri FIie # KC H-T6~ /f _, /J"' 
s~,i 
(:L - .. 

by _____________________ Oate dictated-+-'"''"_--_, ~;____;,:,;:;:::!:.:..;__.___,,.lliAI!.,.__ 
SA IAJIL .& • PAYSOH: jb 

this document contains neither recommendations nor co'nclusions of flTe FBI. It·. is the properly of the 

it ond its contents are not lo be distributed outside your agency_ · • · · 
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and that he served in that capacity from 1964 to 1968. 
Mrs. CAWVEY advised that she had no knowledge that 
BRIDGEMAN had been released from the Missouri State 
Penitentiary prior to the interview by the PBI. 

Mrs. CAWVEY stated she and PAUL BRIDGEMAN are 
the only children of JAMES and IRENE BJtlDGEIIAH. The 
family is not large, and there are few close relatiYes. 
She stated there is a cousin named JIM DAVIS, whoa 
she described as follows: 

Race: White 
Sex: llale 
Height: 6' 
Build: Thin 
Age: 35-38 
Hair: Long - blond 

This person was with PAVL BRIDGBIIAR at Daytona 
Beach, Florida, prior to the lllllrder-auicide of Mrs. CAw.,v-s-, .. ,a 
parents in 1962. DAVIS is the son of IRENE BBIDGEIIAH'a 
sister, BOHHIE DAVIS, Route 1, lladiaolffille, Kentucky. 
llrs. CAWVEt advised that he may have ao■e knowledge 
regarding BRiDGEIIAX's whe"abouts, but she expressed 
doubt that he could be located very easily. DAVIS was 
described as a "bad character" by Mrs. CAWVEY, and she 
stated that she has not seen him for several years. 
DAVIS has a sister by the mune of llra. ROYQmlTB) BABB, 
Daytona Beach, Florida, whoa• huaband is allegedly a 
former l'lot!ida ■tate trooper. llrll. CAIVEY stated that 
llrs. BABB aay be able to assist in locating BRIDGEMAN and 
DAVIS. 

BONHIE DAVIS' husband was shot to death in 
lladisonville, Kentucky, approxiaately two years ago.under 
&Wlpiciou circt11111tancea, wh~cb allegedly was the result 
of a miniDI labor diapute. llra. C.AWYEY. ■tated that PAUL 
BRIDGEIIAlf wu IIUTied to one CAROL BRIBKBR, Bloollli.111ton,. 
Illinoi•. They were di•orced in 1964, and ■he believed they 
had two children; Da■•• UDJmQWD. Iii-■• CAWVEf stated that 
she believed CAROL BllINICBR and her two children still re■ide 
in Bloomiqton, Illiaola, and are prNent1y o~ welfare • . 

,. 

ilra. CAIVII atated that wbeaahef last saw her , 
brother in 1964 in West Plains, llia■euri, that ahe inquired 
regarding his wife's hei.ltb. Be ·toid her at- that. ·tilN . 
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that his wife was dead. She stated that she did not believe 
thia, and wrote to the Bloomington, Illinois, Police 
Department for verification. Apparently the letter was 
referred to the Welfare Department, because llrll. CAWVEY 
stated ahe received a reply fro• the■ regarding CAROL 
BRINKER and the children. She adYi&ed her parent& and 
BRIDGEMAN lived in Blooaington, Illinois, tor awhile 
so .. years ago. 

llrs. CAIVBY stated that another relative wbo 
might know soaething of BRIDGEIIAN's whereabouts, would be 
an uncle by the name of ROBERT KOGER, Lathaa, Yllinois. 
She stated he would definitely cooperate by making any 
information be might have regardin1 PAUL BRIDGBJIAR 
aYailable, because be does not approye of BBIDGEMAN'• 
prior conduct. Another uncle is WALTER KOGER, Newcastle, 
Indiana. Both of these KOGERs are brothers of IRBHB 
BBIDGDAN. 

Jira. CAWVEY ■tated that she believed her brother 
spent conaiderable tiae in Kansas City, ■iaso~i, after 
their parents died. She atated tbat she had no additional 
information which would assi■t in locating her brother. 
She advised that she would cooperate fully with the FBI, 
in locatin1 BRIDGBIIA!f, and if sbe·ahould ba•• any contact 
with hi■, or obtain any information regarding hi■ whereabout•, 
tilat· she would i ... diately ll&ke it &Yailable to the PBI. 

llrs. CAWVBY was •ho,m photo1rapha of JAIIES EARL 
RAY, and ~dvised that ■he had seen aim.lar photograph• in 
the newspla.pers, 'but had never seen RAY or anyone in 
BRIDGEMAN'• co■pany who re11e11bled hia. llrs. CAWVEY 
advised that PAUL BKIDGEIIAN baa ••••r been outaide the 
Continental United States to her knowleclp. She ■tated 
she never heard bi• expr••• any. aniwity or boatility 
toward Negroes or other unori ty sroupa •. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date __ 9_/_2_4_/_6_8----,-a----

B ILL GORDON STEINHOFF, also known as WILLIAM CLEO 
DAVIS, WILLIAM GAMACHE and RONALD D. SMITH, was interviewed 
in the Sedgwick County Jail, where he is presently held ·on 
local charges and was advised of the identity of SA JAMES F. 
MILLER. STEINHOFF was advised of the identity of SA.JAMES 
F. MILLER and was informed that the· FBI h~d received·tnfor­
mation that he wished to see an Agent. At that time, . 
STEINHOFF's rights were orally furnis~ed to him and he stated 
he was fully aware of his rights. He then i~dicated he had 
some information regarding the escape of JAMES RAY from the: 
Missouri State Penitentiary. At this point in the interview, 
STEINHOFF was furn-ished a written document containing his 
rights and he read and waived his rights as evidenced by a . 
signed waiver f·orm. 

At his own suggestion, STEINHOFF typed the following 
statement: 

9/19/68 Wichita, Kansas· KC 44-760 {J · /J _ / _ c; On _______ at _______ ......-_______ Flle# JkLI ff to/ 

SA JAMES F • MILLER~ . 9;:: . by _______________ _;._ ____ ___.,_____;_· Date dictated _________ _ 

This document contains neither recommendattons nor conclusions of the FBI. II Is the properly. of the FBI and Is loaned to your agency; 
ii and its contents ore not to be distributed outside your agency. · 
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"Wichita, Kansas, September 19, 1968 

"I Bill Gordon Steinhoff hereby make the 
following free, and voluntary statement to James F. 
Miller, who has identified himself to me as a Special 
Agent of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. No 
threats or promises have been made to me to induce me 
to make this statement. Agent Miller has furnished 
me a written document showing my rights which. I have 
read and signed waving these rights. -

"I was born on I ,i-n St • Lou is, 
Missouri, and have a Bigh School educa ion. 

"While I was incarcerated in the Tennessee State 
Penitentiary in Nashville Tennessee sometime in 1964 
& 1965 I was given the job as Bead Clerk in the Prison 
Hospital. While on this job I met another Inmate 
which I had done time with in the Missouri State 
Penitentiary by the Naae of George Jones. We weee 
both doing time in Nashville and had both escaped from 
Missouri. Jones from Moberly and myself fro■ Jefferson 
City. Jones was sentenced to one year and myself to 
three years in Nashville. Jones was released some 
months before I was and was returned to the Penitentiary 
in Jefferson City. 

"Another Inmate in Nashville by the Name of Gene 
Jacobs was admitted to the Prison Hospital Convelesant 
Ward although there was nothing the matter with-him. 
I learned later that he was a City Councilman and was 
put in the Hospital so he could watch T.V. and eat out 
of the Hospital Kitchen. Although he was a patient in 
the Hospital he was allowed to go to the yard or any 
where else he wanted. 

"One day while I was watching T.v. in the Convelasent 
Ward Jacobs started talking to me about my escaping from 
the Penitentiary and how I had done this. He asked me 
at this time if I -knew Jimmy Ray who was confined in 
Missouri. I told him no ,that I did not know him · 
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personally. Jacobs asked me if I would help some one 
escape if I could and I told him yes. He said no 
more about this matter for about two weeks but during 
this time he bought me Cigarettes and other things 
from the COIIDlissary. One day Gene asked me if I would 
be willing to take some money to Missouri with me and 
give it to George Jones who was already there. I 
asked himltlow much and what I would get for it. He 
told me that I would get Two Hundred and Fifty Dollars for 
myself if I would give Jones Five Hundred Dollars to 
help another inmate get away from the Penitentiary. I 
agreeded to do this, although I did not know who was to 
escape-;- A few days later Gene received a visit from 
his wife and when he returned he gave me Seven Hundred 
and Fifty Dollars in Cash. He gave me Five One Hundred 
Dollar Bills, a Fifty, Five Twentys and Ten, Ten Dollar 
Bills. Upon my release about Oct. 1965 I was picked 
up Lt. Orvil Turner the Warrant Officer from the 
Missouri State Penitentiary and another man acting as 
guard which I did not know. The morning I dressed out 
in Nashville I put on a pair of boxer shorts which I 
had cut in the front seam and inserted all but One 
Hundred and Fifty Dollars. This Hundred and Fifty 
Dollars I placed in my sock as I knew they made you 
take your shoes off and searched your socks before they 
handcuffed you. As Lt. Turner was searching me he felt 
the bottom of my socks and felt this lump and asked me 
what it was and I said it was my money. He asked me 
where I got it and I told him I had been saving it. He 
turned to the Officer from the Nashville Penitentiary 
who was present all this time and asked him what he 
should do with it. They went into the Deputy Wardens 
Office and when he returned he said it would be placed 
in my property as the.Deputy Warden said he couldn't 
take as I had it in my possession. Although this money 
is not allowed in the Penitentiary. When I returned 
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to the State Penitentiary in Missouri I told them I 
had had trouble with some .other inmates which I named 
and wanted to be placed in Maximum Security. I knew 
that Lt. James Stewart was the Officer in charge 
there and liked me. Although the Inmates I named were 
no longer in the Penitentiary they placed me in 
Maximum Security. This money was taken into Maximum 
Security by my self and I was never searched as Lt. 
Stewart knew me. I removed this money from my shorts 
and placed it in a pair of new socks which I had 
three pairs of. I sealed the wrapper back up and 
they were never bothered. One day my cell mate was 
talking to me about wishing he had some Green Money 
to buy some powder with and I told him that he would 
have to get it when he went to population. This 
Inmate's name was Frank Downey. A few days later they 
were taking me some where up front and I told Downey 
that I had some money in my socks and if they did 
anything to me to be sure and hold it for me. I was 
returned to my cell and found that Downey did not 
bother my socks so I forgot it. Downey was released 
to Population a few days later and I was alone in this 
cell. About a week later I asked the walk man if he 
would sell me a carton of cigarettes for a ten dollar 
bill as I had none and could not obtain any from the 
Inmate Canteen for another week. He said he would. 
The next day I asked this Inmate about the Cigarettes 
and he said that he would bring them around a little 
later. He did this and I gave him a ten dollar bill 
which I learned later he gave to the Sgt. in Maximum 
Security by the Name of Hendley. About four days later 
myself and three other inmates were allowed to go to 
the Exercise yard. While I was out there Lt. Stewart 
came up and sit down by me and said that he had heard 
that I had soiiie square money. I told him that I did 
not, that he must be talking about the money Lt. Turner 
found in my sock in Nashville. He did not question me 
any further about this matter. I had already asked 
Lt. Stewart about a job as his clerk in Maximum Security 
and he told me he would see about it. The following 
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week I asked Lt. Stewart again about the job and he said 
that if I would give him the money he would get it for 
me. The next day I gave Lt. Stewart Five Ten Dollar Bills. 
The following week I was assigned as clerk in Maximum 
Security. One day while going after the mail with the 
Sgt. I saw George Jones in Control Center and he came 
up to the Treasurers Office where I waited while the 
Sgt. went and picked up the mail. It was at this time 
that I gave Jones the Five One Hundred Dollar Bills. 
When I gave Jones the money he was expecting it but he 
didn't say what it would be used for. I returned to 
Maximum Security and about three weeks later I quit my 
job in Maximum Security and went to Population. I was 
out about three months and Jones said that it would be 
better if people thought we were enemys. So I told the 
Warden that Jones, and some other Inmates were after 
me and I went back to work in Maximum Security. After 
a few months I returned to Population and went to work 
as Night Clerk in Control Center. On this job I had 
the run of the Penitentiary and could eat any time I 
wanted to do so. After a few days Jones who was the 
head baker in the bakery shop in the kitchen sent me 
word to come down and eat breakfast with him early. I 
started eating breakfast with Jones before the Morning 
Meal was fixed. We got to talking one morning about Dr. 
Martin Luther King getting killed and how they were 
hunting Jimmy Ray for questioning in this. I told him 
at this time I had my doubts wheather he did it or not. 
But Jones seemed to think he had; Jones told me how 
he had been questioned about helping Jimmy escape in 
the bread box. Jones never told me who he gave the 
Five Hundred Dollars to and I never mentioned it. For 
several days Jones would talk about Jimmy escaping and 
how it made the Warden look bad and he was sure glad 
he got away. I was released from Prison later and 
have had no contact with George Jones since then. 

"During my conversations with Jones he told me 
that Jimmy Ray had gone out in the bread box. Jones did not say 
he helped him but he seemed to know an awful lot about it 
and talked about it.all the time. 

5 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



KC 44-760 
G 

• • 

"I have typed this statement at my own 
suggestion and the information contained therein is from 
memory. I do not wish to testify to this matter as I 
fear something may happen to· myself or my family. I 
would be willing to cooperate as long as there is no 
publicity. 

"/s/ Bill Gordon Steinhoff 

Witnessed: 

"/s/ James F. Miller, Special Agent, FBI." 
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In addition to the statement, STEINHOFF advised 
that the GENE JACOBS, who was mentioned in the early part 
of the statement, was also supposedly known as "Little Evil". 
He claimed he did not know what JACOBS was incarcerated for 
but he had heard something to the effect that it might have 
to do with some type of election violation. 

The following description of STEINHOFF was obtained 
through interrogation and observation: 

Race 
Sex 
Education 
Birth data 
Height 
Weight 
Hair 
Eyes 
Marital status 
Ex-Wife 

SSN 
Occupation 
Parents 

Scars and marks 

Residence 

Arrest record 

FBI Number 

White 
Male 

I 

12 
"':"rj St. Louis, Missouri 

5 1 7" 

• 

135 pounds 
Brown 
Green 
Divorced 
DONNA COPELAND, nee EVANS, 
resides somewhere in 
St. Louis, Missouri 
1 I 
Teletype operator 
RAYMOND and MANOLA STEINHOFF, 
8648 Gregory Court, 
Berkeley, Missouri 
Scars on right upper arm 

1902 s. Emporia, Wichita, Kansas. 
This is the home of girlfriend, 
BETTY FELDMAN. 

Admits several arrests for checks, 
auto theft and grand theft. 

426 064 B. 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



.-.FD-30J..tRev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

11/21/68 
Date __________ _ 

WILLIAM W. TUCKER, Investigator, Reno County 
Sheriff's Office, Hutchinson, Kansas, furnished the following: 

He was a student at the advanced Latent Fingerprint 
School held during the week of September 9, to September 13, 
1968, inclusive at the Wichita, Kansas Police Academy which 
class was conducted by GEORGE BONEBRAKE, Fingerprint Examiner, 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, Identification Division, 
Washington, D. C. 

He recalled that during one of the closed classroom 
sessions, one of the students asked BONEBRAKE about the JAMES 
EARL RAY case. He noted most of the members of the class were 
apparently aware from previous newspaper articles that BONEBRAKE 
had testified in the RAY case in London, England. BONEBRAKE 
cautioned them not to talk about the RAY case outside the class­
room. Then BONEBRAKE stated that he had testified in the hearing 
concerning RAY in England. He recalled BONEBRAKE mentioned 
something about a white Mustang car that had been processed 
in the RAY case, however, he does not recall specifically what 
was said in this regard. He recalls that BONEBRAKE also stated 
he had been called out early in the morning from his home in 
Washington, D. C. to conduct fingerprint examinations of items 
which had been found in a doorway near where Reverend KING had 
been shot while in Memphis, Tennessee. He stated that he had 
examined a rifle and an overnight bag, and possibly binoculars 
for latent fingerprints, however "I do not recall that the 
specifically stated fingerprints were found on these items". 

TUCKER recalled that some mention was made to the 
effect that RAY had been traced down to England and also that 
through fingerprints, JAMES EARL RAY was identified in England. 
TUCKER advised that although BONEBRAKE stated he had testified 
in the RAY case in England, he could not recall that BONEBRAKE 
went into any details of his testimony. All of BONEBRAKE's 
remarks were in generalities rather than specifics and he talked 
primarily about his work in the case. He mentioned the investi­
gation to locate RAY, but TUCKER could not recall any specific 
investigative techniques being disclosed by BONEBRAKE in his 
remarks. 

11/18/68 HutEhinson, Kansas KC 44-760µ~ -'70 
On _______ at _______________ File# ____________ _ 

SA THOMAS E. KELLY:ENV 11/19/68 
by //,,-t', IL..._ Date dictated _________ _ 

This document contains neither recommenda;i~ns ~,r conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency: 

it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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In TUCKER' s opinion, tbe · remarks ·made 'by BONEB·RAKE 
in this case concerned his, BONEBRAICE's, · activiti.es .·in _. ·: ·. 
regard to routine fing~rt,rint .:work and _the RAY .caae was - , 
brought up inaaaucb as · it . was durihg · a- disct;iss-ion of la.tent 
fingerprint compariso'n matters. ' ' ' 

. . . ' 

To the.' knowledge. of TUCKER, all.: of the· class .sessiQns 
· were closed to t·he News media, ··except for one session· when a 
television··cameraaan took pictu!'es of the class in sessi.on, 
howeve·r, · at that tiae .BONEBRA~ did ·not discuss:· any:t_hing in 

. the prese·nce of the televisiori ca~eriuu.n. · · · .- ·:· 
,, \ : .,., .. 

Re recalled th~t dur_ing- some of th~ «:'lass recess ... ,: 
sessions some of ·the officers from-the Wichita; ~Jisas Police. 
Departaent a1$o took phQtographs of the officers present as 
well. ·as photographs during-the classroom sess·tons • .-··At-'the .· 

. beginning of one reces .. s -period, be observed BQNEJ3RAKE talki.ng . 
to a man in· the class:rooa who .■ight have. been a member· o_f, -the · 
News_ aedia inasmuch as ,h• was ·carrying a· camera., A.s.; he ,<~CJ(ER, 
was leaving -the rooa, he beard this -person st·ate be WIIJI a _. · 
reporter, but TUCJCER · was unaware of ·his. identity or the ·News · 
media he represented. TUCKER was of the_ opinion that this 
'person started.to question BONEBRAKE about the .RAY._case,· how­
ever, TUCKER has no informati.on to indicate tha~·- BOIEBRAIE. ·.:} 
made any remarks to this iridividual·concerning· the «;ja~e. · 

••' ' .,\ '.' '. . . :. ' 

TUCKER advised that BONEBRAKE, in di•cus111_1·ng t'he .... y 
case, never made·any remarks to the· effect•t~~t-RAY,waa .· , 
responsible for the death of Reverend, KING~ ·- He did. not display .. 

· pbo~ograpbs or blow-ups of latent fingerprints in the RAY 
case, nor did he display anything which he· claiaed to ·be ·c_opies 
of evidence in the case. · · 

' ' -
',. 

- ' 

' I• 

' . .,,,. 
' ' . . •, ' '. 

. .... .- .. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 11/21/68 
Dat..,_ _________ _ 

WILLIAM W. TUCKER, Investigator, Reno County 
Sheriff's Office, Hutchinson, ICansas, furnished the following: 

He was a student at the advanced Latent Fingerprint 
School held during the week of Septeaber 9, to September 13, 
1968, inclusive at the Wichita, ICansas Police Academy which 
class was conducted by GEORGE BONEBRAKE, Fingerprint Exa■iner, 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, Identification Division, 
Washington, D. c. 

He recalled that during one of the closed classroom 
sessions, one of the students asked BONEBRAKE about the JAIIES 
EARL RAY case. He noted ■ost of the aeabers of the class were 
apparently aware fro■ previous newspaper articles that BONEBRAKE 
had testified in the RAY case in London, England. BONEBRAKE 
cautioned the■ not to talk about the RAY case outside the class­
roOll. Then BONEBRAKE stated that he had testified in the hearing 
concerning RAY in England. He recalled BONEBRAKE ■entioned 
something about a white MWJtang car that had been processed 
in the RAY case, however, he does not recall specifically what 
was said in this regard. He recalls that BONEBRAKE also stated 
he had been called out early in the 110rning from his hoae in 
Washington, D. c. to conduct fingerprint exa■inations of items 
which had been found in a doorway near where Reverend KING had 
been shot while in Meaphis, Tennessee. He stated that he had 
examined a rifle and an overnight bag, and possibly binoculars 
for latent fingerprints, however "I do not recall that the 
specifically stated fingerprints were found on these ite■s". 

TUCKER recalled that so■e aention was ■a.de to the 
effect that RAY had been traced down to England and also that 
through fingerprints, JAMES EARL RAY was identified in England. 
TUCKER advised that although BONEBRAKE stated he had testified 
in the RAY case in England, he could not recall that BONEBRAKE 
went into any details of his testiaony. All of BONEBRAKE's 
reaarks were in generalities rather than specifics and he talked 
priaarily about his work in the case. He ■entioned the investi­
gation to locate RAY, but TUCKER could not recall any specific 
investigative techniques being disclosed by BONEBRAKE in his 
re■arks. 

11/18/68 Hutchinson, Kanaas KC 44-760 /4<.h1 
- ,'? o 

On _______ at _______________ File# ___________ _ 

SA THOIIAS E. KELLY:ENV by _____________________ _ 

• ··1 
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In TUCDR's opinion, thereaarks made·by BONEBRAKE 
in this case -concerned his,-·BONEBRAD'a, act.ivitie■ in· 
regard to routine fingerprint work and the MY case waa·­
brought up inaaauch aa it was during a discussion of latent 
fingerprint coapariaon •tters. 

To the knowledge of TUCKER, all of the class sessions 
were closed to the News aedia, except for one.session when a 
television caaeraaan took pictures of the clasa in aessioa, 
however, at that tiae BONEBRAKE did not discuss anything in 
the fre■enee of the television caaeraaan. 

Be recalled that during so■e of the class recees 
sessions soae of the·officera fro■·the Wichita,. Kan■aa Police 
Depart■ent also took photographs of the offi~ers preaent aa 
well as photographs during the classrooa aeuiona. At the 
beginning of one recess period, he observed BOMEBRAKE talking 
to a ■an in the· classrooa who ■ight have been a aeaber of the· 
News media inas11Uch as he was carrying a caaera. -· As Ile, TUCKER, 
was leaving the rooa, he heard this. person state he was a. 
reporter, but TUCKER was \tD&ware of his identity or the News · 
aedia he represented. TUCKER was of the opinion· that this 
peraon started to cuest~on BONEBRAKE about the RAY case, how­
ever, TUCKER has no infonaation. to indicate that BOMEBRAICE ~~r;-~: 
made any reaarks to this indivi~ual· concerning the case. 

TUCKER advised that BORBBRAICE, in discu•aing the Oy 
_case, never ude any rea1&rlm to the effect that RAY was 
responsible for the death of Reverend KING. He did not display 
photograpba or blow-ups of la.tent fingerprints in the RAY 
case, nor did he display anything which he claiaed to be copies 
of eyidenee in the case. · 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION · 

1 Date __ l_l_/_2_1_/_6_8 __ ~-

RUSSELL T. DAVIS, ldeatitication Officer, Hutchinson, 
Kansas Police Departaeat, furaiahed the following: 

Re was in attendance each day during an adyaaced 
Latent Fingerprint School conducted at the Wiehita,Ka-n••• 
Police Acadeay Building on the datea of· September 9, to 
Septeaber 13, 1968, int:llllliYe. The instructor of thi■ claBB 
waa GEORGE BOREBRAIE, a fingerprint ezaainer froa the l'ederal 
Bureau of Investigation, Identification Division, Washington, 
D. c. Duriq the entire coura•, all classes were cl~ed to 
non-law eaforceaent personnel, however, . during one or two of 
the class recess periods aoae individuals who appeared to be 
ae■bers of the Presa or llews aedia did COll8 to.the class area. 
DAVIS vaguely recalled seeiag BOIIEBRAD talking to a per■o• 
who ■icht bave·been a .newa·reporter during one·ot the recess 
periods, however, DAVlS did aot know the identi.ty of this 
person, nor did .he ha•• any iaforaation concerninc the conver­
sation that took place. 

Duriac the course of the closed au■iona, DAVtS 
recalled tbat BOBBBRAD did talk to Mll?rera o1 the class. 
concerninc the 4'AIIBS EARL BAY case, bat DAVIS' recollection 
of what was actually said by BODBRAD is-4uite hazy. DAVIS 
recalled that BOlfEBRAD did ..-ntlon takinc fingerprint• froa 
a badly decoaposed aale body in ■ezico to deteraine it this 
unlmowa peraoa was identical witbJAIIES EARL RAY. 

DAVIS further recalled that Bt.J!IEB.RAD stated be bad 
been called to England to identify a aaa being held by-British 
authorities for the purpose of deteraininc if this, per9on was 
JAUS BARL RAY. DAVIS did not recall that BOIIEBBAD aade any 
re•ru concerning testifyinc ia Bnsland, and he i■ not certain 
what BOIIBBRAD actually said la regard to.the JAIIES BARL RAY 
case·. DAVIS did not recall that ·BONBBRAD •de any definite 
•tateaents pertalnins to eviclence in the case, however, •oae 
aention •Y have been 1111de concerning a pair of binocula~ 
and a rifle with a telescope· sight. DAYIS stated he doe• not 
recall whether the biDOCulara or rifle wre aentioned by 
BOIIBBRAD or aa•• other aeaber of the claaa. · Be atated 

.. . , ... 
( 

. '. ! •. ·• 

11/18/68 Butchiuon, Kansas KC 44-780 ,. ·; ;,, f·: · 
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se-veral ae_abers of the cla1ia: asked. q\leations·· c~:ncer'nitlg ti..e. < 
case, but he· does not re"Call that .. BOMEBRAD ·ever ·.stated that · : 
JAMES EARL RAY had handled the evidence found in thls case. 
BONEBRAKE .talked in~ gene~alit_iea about this case and· did: iiot ·· . ·, · 

·pinpoint apecific·ite1111 in reprd to fingerprint identifications. 
To the: btJat o'f DAVtS' recollection, the .ea&&e wa• only _discussed·· ... · 
once, and this was during a closed •••aio1f with· Olll)' ·class · · · ... : 
aeabers present • · ~'.- · 

. Re stated the only. class ■es111o·n at which anyone else· 
was· present ·other than students, was durinc a: period .that a· · 
tel«tvision caaeraman wa.a. peraittecf. to t•ke soae photograph.a• 
of the class in session. ,However, ·c,urinc ·this photographing 
period, nothing ·was discuaaed.-dur:l.ng the tiae the·ca■eraman 
was present • · 

. . . . . 

DAVIS :turther·recalled that BOl'BBRAKE in talking 
about the RAY case to aeabera of the class cautioned the•·a.ot 
to discuss the •tter outaide 'the ctasil -roo■. . DAVIS stated·, l. 

in his opinion, reaarlaJ aade by BONEBRAKE •re circu11Spect 
and he_would definitely_ be under the.'iapression that BONEBRAKE 
waa. no~ disclosing all o.t. the inforaation ~n th, case -to tboae 
preaent. . . · · . .·. · · · . . . · · :. ' · · · 

' . 
DAVIS stated he waa unable to identify· anyone h'e.c: 

observed in the area as a aeaber of thelfews aedia. 

C • 

. . 

. ' 
. . ' ·, .. ·,~i . . 
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FD-3Q2 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date 11/22/68 

MARVIN I. SHELTON, Undersheriff, Kingman County 
Sheriff's Office, Kingman, Kansas, furnished the following 
information: 

He was a member of the advanced Latent Fingerprint 
School held during the week of September 9-13, 1968 at the 
Wichita, Kansas Police Department Academy Building. This class 
was conducted by GEORGE BONEBRAKE, Fingerprint Examiner, 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, Identification Division, 
Washington, D. C. 

SHELTON advised that on or about Wednesday or 
Thursday of the class week, some members of the class asked 

various questions concerning cases which BONEBRAKE had pre­
viously worked on, and the matter of the JAMES EARL RAY case 
was brought up. He recalled that BONEBRAKE mentioned that 
early in the case involving JAMES EARL RAY, he was called to 
process some items for latent fingerprints during the early 
morning hours. BONEBRAKE stated that this was not unusual, 
as in the past he had been called out at various hours to 
process items in an emergency situation. He mentioned the 
processing of a rifle found near the scene of the assassina­
tion of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING in Memphis, Tennessee. He 
also stated he had processed a small bag containing toilet 
articles which had come from a room where the suspect had 
lived. He claimed that he found unidentified latent finger­
prints on the rifle and the toilet kit. 

He also stated that he had gone to Mexico for the 
purpose of obtaining fingerprint impressions from the body 
of an unknown male who had been found on one of the Mexican 
beaches. He processed these fingerprints to determine if 
they were identical with JAMES EARL RAY, and found that they 
were not. 

SHELTON stated BONEBRAKE did not talk about how 
these were developed to identify JAMES EARL RAY as the person 
who was being sought in this investigation. BONEBRAKE did 
state that he had to go to England to testify in the JAMES 
EARL RAY matter, and that he testified to the fact that the 
latent fingerprint found on the gun was identical with RAY's 

11/19/68 Kingman, Kansas KC 44-76Q~,-:< ./- /7_2.-
on _______ at _______________ File # ____________ _ 

SA THOMAS E. KELLY:ENV 11/19/68 
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finge.rprints, a~cording to tinge_rprints. in the fi~e •· 

.... . He recalled that l)ONEBRAXE talked, i'n _g·eoeralities 
. primarily and. did .n.ot make si,ecifi_c references to ~vidence.• . 
•in the- ·RAY cas~.· :Although· htf·$tated he testlf·ie<t-in· Engl.and, 
he made no defini-~e conclus·iom.a -as· a result of his testimony: 
He. us·ed the exaaJ>l.e of· this test-iaony · as a ·teaching example_ · -: 
qn testifying concerning fingerprints an«:t fingerprint· · , · · · 
~omparisons·~ . ··BONEBRAKE alsc, c~utioned. meabers -of the class 
that his· remarks concerning the JAMES EAllL RAY case should 
not be discussed outside the ·class.· · 

. ' . . . ~. . . . '•· 

.All classroom sessiona were clos•d tQ all except 
authorized .Police officers, however, on the Thur11:1day oft.he 
week the class was··.held,. a television.camera1n1.n was ._permitted 
to take pictures of the cla.'ss·· in· session, but nothing -.ias · · 
discussed during the time lie ··-.as: present. · To $HELTON':& · .. · 
knowledge, no news media or representatives were ,penitted in· 
the classroom during cl~S!I_ .sessi~ns. 

SHELTON stated that-· he recalled on one ·clas1i-session 
break, he observed BONEBRAKE: in tbe .. ciass:room ·:talking to- a -
person who was not a student· in the cla.-·s. SHELTON did not · 
know the ident.ity of this .person:, ·and .as he wa_lked past· BONE-•· • · 
BRAKE and the unknown individual, he ·overheard the unknown · 
person inake some ~u,rk about the JAdS IARL·RAY case, howeve_. 
he did not <hear· 80MBIIRAJCE aake any reply,· or that the. case 
ft$ ·dtscussed. SRELTOlf further advised ·he did not tecocnize 
anyone who■ he :knew .to ,be a aeaber of the News .•~dia, ·although· 

. he_ understood· t~t Mle1-ewere_ some News Di~C,ia :people present 
at one--of "the.recess periods for.the purpas_e of obtaining . .-. 
publicity for the schQol. He rec~lled that BONEBRAKE-, - in 
talking to the class·~bout the·JAMES EARL RAY 111&.tter, did ·not 
make 'any conclusive stateaents eonce_rning ·RAY;.-. . · · 

..... . . . 

. ·. _.:·. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

l Date 11/22/68 

MARVIN I. SHELTON, Undersheriff, Kingaan County 
Sheriff's Office, Kingman, Kansas, furnished the following 
information: 

He was a member of the advanced Latent Fingerprint 
School held during the week of September 9-13, 1968 at the 
Wichita, Kansas Police Department Academy Building. This class 
was conducted by GEORGE BONEBRAKE, Fingerprint Exa■iner, 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, Identification Division, 
Washington, D. C. 

SHELTON advised that on or about Wednesday or 
Thursday of the class week, soae ■embers of the class asked 
various questions concerning cases which BONEBRAKE had pre­
viously worked on, and the aatter of the JAMES EARL RAY case 
was brought up. He recalled that BONEBRAKE mentioned that 
early in the case involving JAIIES EARL RAY, be was called to 
process soae iteas for latent fingerprints during the early 
morning hours. BONEBRAKE stated that this was not unusual, 
as in the past he had been called out at various hours to 
process ite111S in an eaergency situation. He mentioned the 
processing of a rifle found near the scene of the assassina­
tion of Dr. IIARTIN LtrrHER KING in Memphis, Tennessee. Re 
also stated be had processed a small bag containing toilet 
articles which had come froa a room where the suspect had 
lived. He claiaed that he found unidentified latent finger­
prints on the rifle and the toilet kit. 

He also stated that he had gone to Mexico for the 
purpose of obtaining fingerprint i■pressions fro■ the body 
of an unknown aale who had been found on one of the Mexican 
beaches. He processed these fingerprints to determine if 
they were identical with JAMES EARL RAY, and found that they 
were not. 

SHELTON stated BONEBRAKE did not talk about how 
these were developed to identify JAMES EARL RAY as the person 
who was being sought in this investigation. BONEBRAKE did 
state that he had to go to England to testify in the JAIIES 
EARL RAY matter, and that he testified to the fact that the 
Jatent fingerprint found on the gun was identical with ~Y'• 

... 
> ..._ 
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fingerprints, according to fingerprints in ·the file. 

Re recalled that BONEBRAKE talked in generalities 
priaarily and did not 11&ke specific references,to evidence 
in the RAY case., Although he stated h•-t~stified in England, 
he ude no definite conclusions a■ ·a result of hi• testiaony •. 
He used the exaaple of thi$ testiaony as a teaching exa■ple 
on testifying con~erning fingerprints and ti_ngerFint 
coaparisons. BONEBRAKE also cautioned ■ember■ of the class 
that his reaarks concerning the JAIIES EARL RAY ca•• ahould 
not be discussed out■ide the class. · 

All clasaroom sessions were clQaed to all except . 
authorized Police officers, however, on the Thursday of the· 
week. the class was held, a televiJlion·caaera.•n-waa peraitted 
to take pictures of the c-la•a in. aea■ ioil, but nothins was 
discu■sed during the ti■e he wa.s present. To SIIELTOW's 
knowledge,·· no nen ■edia or representatives were i,eraitted in 
the classro011 during class session•. 

SHELTON stated that he recalled on one class session 
break, he observed BONEBRAKE in the classrooa talking to a 
person who was not a atudent in the.class. SHELTON did .not 
know the identity of this person, and aa.he walked past BONE­
BRAKE and the unknown individual, he overhe•rd the unknown 
person •ke aoae reaark about the JAIIES EARL. RAY case, however 
he did not hear BONEBRAKE make any reply, or that the case 
was discuased. SHELTON further adviaed he did not recognize 
anyone whoa he knew to be a ae■ber of the News ■edia, although 
he understood that bllere~~·were aoae News ·aedia people present 
at one of the recess periods tor the purpose of. obtaining 
publicity for the school. Re recalled that BONEBRAKE, in 
talking to the class about the JAIIES EARL RAY aatter, did not 
make any conclusive stateaents concerning RAY. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date __ l_l_/_2_1_· /_._6_8--'--'-----­

RUSSELL T. DAVIS, Identification Officer_, Hutchinson,·­
Kansas Po-lice Department, furnished the -following: 

, - He was in attendance each day during an advanced 
Latent Fingerprint School c.onducted at the 'W-ichita, Kansas 
Police Academy Building on the dates of September 9, to 
September 13, 1968, .inclusive. The instructor of this class 
was GEORGE BONEBRAKE, a fingerprint examiner from the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation, Identification Division, Washington,­
D. c. During the entire course, all class~s were closed to 
non-law enforcement personnel, however, dur~ng one or two of 
the class recess periods some individuals who-appeared to be 
members of the Press or News media did.come to the class area. 
DAVIS vaguely recalled seeing BONEBRAKE talking to a person 
who might have been a news reporter during one of the recess 
periods, however, DAVIS did not know the identity of this 
person, nor did he have any information concerning the conver-
sation that took place. · 

During the cour~e of the closed sessions,-DAVIS 
recalled that BONEBRAKE did talk to aeabers of the class 
concerning the JAMES EARL RAY case, but DAVIS' recollection 
of what was actually said by BONEBRAKE is quite hazy. DAVIS 
recalled that BONEBRAKE did mention taking fingerprints fro• 
a badly decomposed male body in Mexico to determine if this: 
unknown person was identical with JAMES EARL RAY. 

DAVIS further recalled that BONEBRAKE stated he had 
been called to England to identify a man being held by British 
authorities for the purpose of determining if this person was 
JAMES EARL RAY. DAVIS did not recall that BONEBRAKE made any 
remarks concerning testifying in England, and he is not certain 
what BONEBRAKE actually said in regard to the JAMES EARL RAY 
case. DAVIS did not recall that BONEBRAKE made any definite 
statements pertaining to evidence in.the c-.se, however; some 
mention may have been made concerning a pair of. binoculars 
and a rifle with a telescope sight. DAVIS stated he -does not 
recall whether the· binoculars ·or rifle were mentioned ·by 
BONEBRAKE or some other ■ember of the· class. He st_ated 

~ . •' . 

' 
11/18/68 · }Jutch·inson, .Kansa:·s ·ICC 44-76~µ,.f :-: 7,/ 

On _______ cit _______________ Ftle# ___________ __,.. __ 

SA THOMAS E. ICELLY:ENV 11/19/68 
by , -~,,i} ~ _ ·. · Date dictated · · ' · .. 

:P, .. .. 
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of th-. _FBI and Is loaned to your agency; 
ii ond its contents ore not lo be distributed outside your agency. 

., -·-
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several members of the class asked questions concerning the 
case,· .but he does not recalf.that BONEBRAKE ever stated that 
JAMES EARL AAY. had handled· the evidence. fQund'' .in th1s case.· 
BONEBRAKE talked in generalities about 't.his case .. and. d:ld not .. 
pinpoint· specific· items in regard to f~nger:print identific,atiohs •. 
To the best of DAVIS' rec~llection, the case wil.s only: discussed .' 
once, and this was during ·a 'closed session . ..,1th :only c·1ass · 
members·present. · · · 

.;-_ , 

' . 

Re·stated·the. only class session·at·which anyone ·else 
was · present other than students·, 'US· during a period that a 
televisj.on camerapn was permitted to,take some photographs 
of the class in session. However, during-this photographing. 
period, nothing was discussed during the t,_•e the·.ca~raman· 
was present • · · : ·· 

. . , ' } . ~ 

. . . DAVIS further recalled that BONEBRAKE. in· talking . 
about the.RAY case to members of the class cautioned t~a.not 
to discuss the matter ou~side the class roolli. -DAVIS stated, 
in bis opinion, remarks made. by BONEBRAKE .ere circu111Spect .. 
and be would definitely be under the impression that BONEBRAKE 
~snot disclosing all of the information in the case to t'hose 
present. ' 

DAVIS stated ·he was unable to identify anyon~ he 
observed in the area as a •ember of the News·:~edia. 

_ . .,., ,. 

. .·, 

. . 

' , 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

11/22/68 
Date __________ _ 

DWAIN I. KELSCH, Lieutenant, Newton, Kansas 
Police Department, furnished the following: 

He was a member of the class in the advanced Latent 
Fingerprint School held at the Wichita, Kansas Police Depart­
ment Academy during the week of September 9-13, 1968, inclusive, 
which class was conducted by GEORGE BONEBRAKE, Fingerprint 
Examiner, Federal Bureau of Investigation, Identification 
Division, Washington, D. C. 

KELSCH advised that all the classes conducted were 
closed classes to having Police Officers only in attendance. 
However, on one occasion, he recalled a television cameraman 
did take pictures of the class in session, but nothing was 
discussed during the time the cameraman was in the room. 

He stated he does not recall how the matter of the 
JAMES EARL RAY case came up; whether it was first mentioned 
by BONEBRAKE or by one of the class members. He recalled that 
BONEBRAKE stated some items had been brought to Washington, D. c. 
from Memphis, Tennessee, following the assassination of the 
Reverend MARTIN LtrrHER KING, and that he,BONEBRAKE, conducted 
a Latent Fingerprint examination of these items. 

He also recalled that BONEBRAKE stated he went to 
London, England for the purpose of testifying in regard to 
the extradition hearing for JAMES EARL RAY. BONEBRAKE told 
the class members also about a trip to Mexico for the purpose 
of identifying the body of an unknown person which was thought 
might be involved in the KING case. 

KELSCH stated he does not recall any specific 
remarks made by BONEBRAKE concerning the evidence which he 
examined in this matter. BONEBRAKE cautioned all class 
membezs that they should not repeat any of his remarks con­
cerning the RAY case and should not discuss it outside the 
classroom. 

11/19/68 Newton, Kansas KC 44-760,/i:;J- 7J On _______ at ________________ File# ____________ _ 

SA THOMAS E. KELLY:ENV 
by ___________ ------:-;;,1",,....,...----------

This document contains neither recomme~:· ,. conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency: 

it and its contents are not to be distributed ou side your agency. 

Date dictated ___ l_l_/_l_9_/_6_8 ___ _ 
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-He. recalled· that}- BONEBRAKE. t's;l:ked prfaa;rily ·1n·. 
gene:r·alit ies rather than .. specific matt.e_rs, -. and .he doe$,- not 
rec.all· that BONEB~JtE ever inad·e any rema,tlt c::oncerni.nj·· .. t-he. , - '\ ·. 
RAY C&$e except· :,bn_ this one. occas·ion in- the· cl~c>se~r ·ctassr'oom .. .. 
session. · · · ·- · · · · · · · . ",i - · · · · · · · 

"'·1·· • 

He stated -he has ·no. recollection- tJta.t .. BO)mBRAKE -. 
talked to any re·presentat·i~_tla .of .·the News media:.,· ·and ';.hf;f ·1.s ;_ 
positive no· nieabers of the News aed·ia 'Were pr:~•ent ·d,1r.ing . · .. -
the c 1assroo11 .. s~ss iQns wi t.h . the except'ion _ of: . the a:foreiaent ionecf· 
television-came.r·a~an who took ·pictures· of tli&· cl.las in session._ 

KELSCH st&t8d ,be recalled, 1:&at ~(}-RAKE ~de some' 
me·ntion about the investigation to locate RAY·,._ but·· he, does 
not recall any:·details of this· informat_ion. · He has no·'r-e~ 
·eo_llection t.hat BONEBRAKE. went into any.·d·e'ta.ils concerning 
hi·•· testimony in-England, ·nor did _B0NE8RAKE. specifically. 
discuss the evidence in ·the- case., .-

. -~ -~ 

... }· . 
. r· .. · ;, .. 

... _, .. , , ~ . 

,·:,: 

. i. ' ... 

'•.i' •• .. 

· .. : ,. ,, 

. '-

.. 

.• • , •• '✓ •• 

.. . 

.r ' 

. ... . ..,. .. 
,' · . ..., 

•, .. . .~ 

. • I> 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



? 

-FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

l 11/22/68 
Date __________ _ 

DWAIN I. KELSCH, Lieutenant, Newton, Kansas 
Police Department, furnished the following: 

He was a ■eaber of the class in the advanced Latent 
Fingerprint School held at the Wichita, Kansas Police Depart­
ment Acade■y during the week of September 9-13, 1968, inclusive, 
which class was conducted by GEORGE BONEBRAKE, Fingerprint 
Exaainer, Federal Bureau of Investigation, Identification 
Division, Washington, D. C. 

KELSCH advised that all the classes conducted were 
closed classes to having Police Officers only in attendance. 
However, on one occasion, he recalled a television caaeraaan 
did take pictures of the class in session, but nothing was 
discussed during the ti■e the caaeraman was in the roo■. 

He stated he does not recall how the aatter of the 
JAMES EARL RAY case ca■e up; whether it was first ■entioned 
by BONEBRAKE or by one of the class ■elllbera. He recalled that 
BONEBRAKE stated soae iteas had been brought to Washington, D. C. 
fr0111 Me■phis, Tennessee, following the assassination of the 
Reverend IIARTIN LtTrHER KING, and that he,BONEBRAKE, conducted 
a Latent Fingerprint exa■ination of these ite■a. 

He also recalled that BONEBRAKE stated be went to 
London, England for the purpose of testifying in regard to 
the extradition hearing for JAMES EARL RAY. BONEBRAKE told 
the class ■eabers also about a trip to Mexico for the purpose 
of identifying the body of an unknown person which was thought 
might be involved in the KING case. 

KELSCH stated he does not recall any specific 
re■arks ude by BONEBRAKE concerning the evidence which he 
exa■ined in this aatter. BONEBRAKE cautioned all class 
■e■bers that they should not repeat any of his remarks con­
cerning the RAY case and should not discuss it outside the 
classrOOIII. 

FBI i'tAl'~~r\;:, b1/ ;s;) 

11/19/68 Newton, Kansas KC 44-760 ~~
1 

It· 7? On _______ at _______________ File# ______ * __ · ___ _ 
SA THOMAS E. KELLY:ENV by _____________________ _ Date dictated ___ l_l_/_l_g_/_6_8 ___ _ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency: 

it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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. He recalled that BONEBRAKE talked. pri1111.r:lly _in 
generalities rather than specif"ic aatters,- and he does not 
recall that BONEBRAKE ever made an1 remark concerning th, 
RAY case except on· this one occasion. in the closed claasroo■ 
session.·· · · · 

Re stated he ha• no recollection that BONEBRAKE 
talked to any representatives of the Hews. media, and he is 
positive no aeabers of the News aedia were present during 

l 

' . ,,--'/ . 

the classroom sessions with the exception· of the aforementioned ·- . / 
television ca•eraaan who took pictures of the class in session. 

, ·•' j; 

DLSCH atated he recalled that BONEBRAKE aade ao■e 
aention about the investigation t~ locate RAY, but he does 
not recall any details of this inforaation. He has -no re­
collection that BONEBRAKE went into any details concerning 
his testi■ony in England, nor did BONEBRAKE specifically 
discuss the evidence in the case. · 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date ) J /?8/68 

Major CLYDE BEVIS, Records Division, Wichita, Kansas 
Police Departnmt, said· he liad requested the FBI conduct an 
advanced fingerprint school for the Wichita Police Department 
with the understanding officers from surrounding law enforcement 
agencies would be invited. Major BEVIS recalled thi's school 
was held at the police academy of the Wichita Police Departrnnt 
during middle of September, 1968. · 

Majo~ BEVIS said that in the regular course of 
business he notified members of the news media he encountered 
at police headquarters of the school being in session and 
suggested they might like to cover it. He.specifically 
recalled talking to OLLIE THOMPSON, News Director of TV 
Station KTVH and BERJ~IE WARD, a reporter for the Wichita Beacon. 
THOMPSON made no commitment when he would try to cover the 
school. WARD declared he would appear at the school at 2:00 PM, 
Tuesday, September 10, 1968. Major BEVIS commented he 
arranged to be at th~ classroom at the time specified by 
WARD, however, WARD&d not appear.· On Wednesday, September 
11, 1968, BEVIS said he was notified by some member of the 
training staff of the Wichita Police Department that WARD had 
appeared at the·classroom. BEVIS instructed that Lieutenant 
JORDON JONES, introduce WARD to Instructor BONEBRAKE and help. 
WARD with any coverage he desired. 

BEVIS declared it was his understandirg the instruction 
being provided by Mr. BONEBRAKE was for the benefit of law 
enforcement officers alone and not available for members 
of the press or others. He gave specific instructions that 
members of the press not be invited to attend any of the 
classroom sessions and he feels confident that had any 
member of the news media tried to enter the classroom while 
the instructions were being given he would have been 
immediately notified. 

BEVIS said he had no further contact with the 
class or members of the press. When the article appeared 
in the Wichita Beacon on September 12 1 1968, he was shocked 

11/18/68 Wichita, Kansas 
On_t,-t.....,_ _____ ot __ __, _____________ Ftle# 

11121/6 8 ~A ELMER R·. FLETCHER:bjc 
by __ ..,., ___________________________ Oate dictated _______________ _ 

This_ doc;ument contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of lhe FBI. It is the ptoperty of the FBI and Is loaned to your c;igency; 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. · 
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at- its· contents and without_ che.ck1.ng the accuraqy of;_ the 
facts expressed his· d~spleasu_re ~o' _WARD.. o_n . the: d,ay 'a:ft,er 
publication~·· BEVIS observed·· tha:.t. WARD was invlted·· to· 
do al) arti.cle on t~e school, not on t_he, ._back.ground ·of· the 
i_nstr.uctor or·the RAY case~ WARD'·S onl_y'.comment ·was, 
"Well, that's news.'' ·· · · 

I, 
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,• .. · ·;, . 
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'''·' Major c~~DE- BEVIS t Records Division, Wichita, Kansas 
Police;~-Dep4rtr.i;t., ~aid he ·had request~d. '1,:he FB'I conduct_~-:-- - . . 
advan~e<l fingerprint ilchool for the Wlcbi.ta .Police Department·•. -­
wi'th the· understanding offic•rs from. "!surrounding law ··enforc-em•nt 
qe~cies' would ·be· invite.d. Major BEVIS recall.ad -this s~oq·l:;·_.'. _: I 

was· held at tbe -po.lice ·acadesay o.f. •he 'Wichita Police_ Dep~x•blJltt .,_ 
during middle of Septembep, __ 1968. 

Major BEVIS said >that in the _regular course of _ : _ 
busine·ss ne notified membe~ of t}le ·J\•~ media he encounte~d, - ._. 
·at-·police- headquarters of the scqool_;bei:n& in ··ses•ion a~d · .. -_ 
_ suggested· they·.might like -to cov~r 'i~~ _:_ .. :_tie spe,ci,ficcilly < -
recalled talking to OLLIE ffl0M,PS0~. ;$twa'.·--~·Direc:tQr of TV _ ·) .. ·. _ 

- Station KTVH -and- BERNIE WARD• . a ~pol'tei,for, the .,Wichita Beacon·~ . 
THOMPSON made no ~~Dllllitment when.b.,e-lfo_uld. try to qover'the :, _.'._.,. 
school. WARD declared·he would.a}'pe,r_.at the school at 2:'(tQ_ ;PM'•-
Tuesclay • September 10,. ~968. , Kaj"or .-~BEV.IS c;:ommen-ted he· , ::,"~.' _ 
arranged to be at._the classroca a;t-~·e :time. specified ,J:>y:· _:r .. 

WA~D~ ho~ver_, WARDdi.~ not .. appeal':. :1:0n.-Wednesday,: s·eptei@e'X' ;!:';, -'.· 
11, ·19&8, -BEVlS said h• was notified: ;by_ some _.member of tll·e · · ;,• 
training staff of ·the Wichtta Police n_ epax-tment: th'at-·WARt>_ had·_ 
appea~d at· th•. cl~••~•. BEVIS_ -~s~J?Ucted ·tJ:l.jtt'._.Lie~t~nant. ·. ···, _ 
JORDON JO.NE-S, ·in~roduce WARD ·to Instructor OONEBRAKE·. ~d _ help -
W~- with ai!y i:x>vera1e h~ 41tsirecl •. ,-- : . .. 

BEVIS d·ecl~d· it ~~- hiJ undu,stand~JI th~ inst_ruct.4-Jt -
-b-.ing pl?ovi4•d ~y Mr.·. J30KEBRAKE -w~ for the penefit of law.· · :'•;::; - , 

enforcemtint· officers- a-lone and not ~vailable for members .- ,. 
of the press· or·' othe~. He 1ave=<•pcacific instructions that-- · . - · 

· · raeml>ers. of· -th• pres•· xu,·t be · lnvi ted • to -atte.nd any of the · ·, · · · : 
classroom sessions'·and·-he faeµs .cpn.fident that had_ any-,. ·i .• , 

member .of the. news -•edi.a ·tried ·to -en·ter: !~the classroom while .,, 1
·" 

the instructj.ons were beina· given he' would have been: _ , ·c ,
1

· 

immedi:ately,'notified. · .. ·•' ,_, . .. ~· 
,, •. - .. - !,- ' 

_ 'BtVIS said he had·. no further· contatt wi tb the 
clas·s_ or ~embers.: of the ·pre~a. :_ When _th,e article· appe~red 
in:·the· Wichita Beacon. an S~ptellber· 12\11.6.8 t. .. .-he .,.,. 9-ho~ked ... · 

. . r"'" •,1 ; ;. .' ): '• 

. -~. __ .. ·.· . -_ 0·· ,u\ .. 
_;- I":" ~\" ..r:. 

-~ ~- 1<c· -tt,-tao· ,. -~-- .7··· .. 11/18/68 Wrchi ta.. Kansas · 
' ' , '·1···. -~ 1-' ...... -. '"j.. • . . ' : '. 

On, ______ ___,.. __ a,t __ ....,.._ __ -. _________ .. ,Flle#· .. , .. _,, .~,, •. ,~,., ··, ··ai ,-... -
~ .. • 4 ._, 

SA ,,};LHER ·R. · FL.ETC.Hf~: bjc · ·. - ~. -~-. 111 ;i~i~: .. '.': .. ·.. · ~:. •. 
. j !, ,_ . ' ' . ' .-.. : : •. 

by . . _ , .. ,. · Date ~lctated , . , , _ _ : · : 
' .... . ' ' •·• ., ' ' .- •-' . ' ' ' ' - -7.- -/f"'i 

.·: 

Thl_s _document contains neither recomme;ndotlq~s nor~ conclusl~1,s of 'the F8f .. It 11 th·e proputy ~f the FBi and I~ loa,~ed to yo~· ~~-e'~cyi . 
lfondltsconlentsorenottobedl1trlbutecl~out1lde.v·our_ogen(y. , ,.·,· _ , .. . - . · , ··,, ,·.,_ .·'·/ 
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at its contents and without checking the accuracy of the 
facts expressed his dis;>leasure to WARD on the day after 
publication. BEVIS observed that WARD was invited to 
do an article on the school, not on the background of· the . 
instructor or the RAY case.· WARD'S only comment ~as, 
"Well that's news." 

i '• 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

11/26/68 
Date ___________ _ 

ART STONE, Chief of Security, Wichita State University, 
advised that while he was a member of the Sedgwick County Sheriff's 
Office, Wichita, he attended a fingerprint school held in Wichita, 
which was operated by GEORGE BONEBRAKE of the Identification Division 
of the FBI. He said the school was held in about September, 1968, and 
only duly accredited law enforcement officers were in attendance 
at this school. 

STONE said that during one break period in this school 
he saw,a local newspaper reporter being introduced to Mr. BONEBRAKE 
by an linrecalled member of the Wichita, Kansas Police Department. 
STONE said he was not certain, but thought this reporter might 
be BERNIE WARD. He said although he did not hear the entire 
conversation between this person and BONEBRAKE, he thought he heard. 
this person obtaining background information regarding BON_EBRAKE. 
He said he did not hear any conversation between these two 
regarding the JAMES EARL RAY case. 

STONE did advise that BONEBRAKE did mention the RAY 
case after receiving an inquiry from someone in the fingerprint 
class. In this connection he explained to the class how latents 
and partial latents received from various sources and seemingly 
unrelated at the time they were obtained later turn out to be 
related matters and excellent evidence material. BONEBRAKE 
did• mention that he had travelled-to London, England in connection 
with the RAY case to testify that the fingerprints of the man · 
in custody there were identical with the known fingerprints of 
JAMES EARL RAY who had escaped from the Missouri State Prison, 
Jefferson ti ty, Missouri. He said he is certain BONEBRAKE only 

· mentioned the RAY· case to show some of the conditions a· fingerprint 
man would work under and the necessity of obtaining and maintaining 
prints.-

STONE said the RAY case was only one of many 
illustrations used by BONEBRAKE for demonstrations in the class,. 
to make a point about a certain phase or item in the training. He 
said BONEBRAKE did not discuss the RAY case at any length and 
always cautioned the persons in the class about any further 
discussion of this mater. 

11/19/68 Wichita, Kansas 
On _______ ,at ________________ File# _____________ _ 

SA JAMES F. MILLE~;- 11/19/68 
by ________________________ Oate dictated __________ _ 

~his d~cument contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It Is the property of the FBI and Is loaned to your agency; 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION . 

l - 11/26/68 
Date~----------

· ,:< ART STONE, Chief of Security, _Wichita State University, 
advised that while he was a member of the Sedgwick County Sheriff's 
Office, Wichita, he attended a fingerprint- school held in Wichita,·· 
which was operated by GEORGE BONEBRAKE of the Identification Division 
of the FBI. He said the school was .held in about September, 1968, and 
only duly accredited law enforcement officers were in ·attendance 
at this fdlool·. · 

·STONE said that during one break period in this school 
he saw a local newspaper ·reporte·r being· introduced to Mr. BONEBRAKE 

.by an unrecalled member of the Wichita, K~nsas Police Department. 
STONE said.he was not certain; but thought this reporter might 
be·BERNIE WARD. He said although he did not hear the entire 
conversation between this person and BONEBRAKE-, he thought he heard 
this person obtaining background. information regarding BONEBRAKE:. 
He said he did not hear any conversation between these two · 
regardin_g . the JAMES EARL RAY case. . . 

. ,. 

STONE did ·advise. that· BONEBRAKE did mention the RAY 
case after receiving an inquiry· from someone in the fingerprint . ·' 
class. .In this connection he explained ~o the class how latents 
and partial latents received .. from various sources and seemin1ly 
un~lated at the time : they were ·obtained later turn out to be 
:related matters and excellent evidence material. BONEBRAKE 
did.mention that he had travelled to London, England in connection 
with the RAY case to testify. that the fingerprints of the man · 
in custody there were identical with the known fingert,rints of·_ 
JAMES·EARL RAY who had escaped from· the Missouri State Prison, 
Jefferson City, Missouri. He said he is certain BONEBRAKE only -
mentioned the RAY case to show some of the conditions a:·tingerprint 
man would work under and the necessity of obtaining and maintaining 
prints. 

STONE said the RAY ·case.was oply one of many 
illustrations used by BONEBRAKE for de~onstrations in the class. 
to make a point about a certain phase· or .. item in the training. He 
said : BONEBRAKE did not discuss the RAY: case at any length and' 
always cautioned the persons in the class about any further· .. 
discussion. of this mater... ·_,, -->t· 

1.1/19/68 Wichita, Kansas KC 44-760 
at FIie# 

. .,. 

SA JAMES F. MILLER:bjc 11/19/68 · 
Date dictated 

:his d~cument contains neither' recommendations nor conclusions oi,the FBI. it is •the property of tile FBI and It loaned to you; o~ency; · 
rt and rts contents ore not lo be distributed outside your agency. · 
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FO-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 
• • • 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date ____ l_l_/_2_6_/_6_8 ___ _ 

Detective Sergeant DEAN BERG, Sedgwick County 
Sheriff's Office, furnished the following information: 

He recently attended a fingerprint school in Wichita, 
Kansas at which time GEORGE BONEBRAKE of the FBI was the instructor. 
He said no newspaper reporters were in attendance at this school 
since it was for law enforcement officials only. 

He said that on about the third or fourth day of 
the school he saw an unknown man talking to BONEBRAKE and he was 
of the opinion this person was a newspaper reporter, however, 
since he did not know the man he is not certain of this information• 
He said this conversation took place during a break in the classes 
and was probably about 10 to 15 minutes in length. BERG.said he 
did not know the te~t of their conversation. · 

BERG said BONEBRAKE mentioned,·. the JAMES EARL RAY case in 
one of the classes and apparently did.this to show how· important 
partial and latent prints can be in a case •. He said in this 
conversation BONEBRAKE mentioned that a partial litent priht had 
been obtained in the RAY case and went on to show· ~hat what 
appeared to be unrelated i terns at the time they are obtained later 
turn out to be related in some manner. He further advised that 
BONEBRAKE said he compared the fingerprints of the man in custody 
in England with the known fingerprints of JAMES EARL RAY who had 
escaped from the Missouri State Penitentiary and found they were 
identical. 

BERG advised that BONEBRAKE talked about a·number of 
cases, without mentioning a lot of names,· and in each case pointed 
out how certain items of evidence can become very important to 
a case. BONEBRAKE would show how latents obtained from various 
and sometimes unlikely places would be itnportant. BERG said as 
far as he is concerned BONEBRAKE was a excellent instructor. 

. . 

j /,///'/-? "I{:;; 
11/19/68 Wichita, Kansas KC 44-760 -~/~f) 

On _______ at ___________________ File#_· _________ __,.;_-'----

~_.;,-

SA JAMES F. MILLER:bjc . 11/19/68 by ____________ ~ _ _;,,_ _________ 'Oate dictated ______ ...;,....-___ _ 

This document conlciins neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the properly of t~e FBI and Is loaned to your ' . 
·1 d't I I b d b agency, 
1 an 1.s con ens are not to e islri uted outside your agency. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

l -- Date ____ ]_.]_/ .... ?_.,6_/'-'6,.._,8..,__ __ _ 

Detecti Ve Sergeant DEAN BERG, Sedgwick eo'unty 
Sheriff's Office, furnished the following information: 

He recently attended a fingerprint school. in Wichita-, 
Kansas at which time GEORGE BONE BRUE of the .,FBI was the . instructor. 
He said no newspape~ reporters were in _atten~ance at this school, 
since it was for law enforcement .officials only. - . 

He said_ that on about the third or .fourth day of ., 
the school~- he saw an unknown man talJdne to· BONEBRAKE and he· w~s 
of the opinion thi_s person was a newspaper reporter, however, ... 
-since he did not know the man he is not.· certain of this information.: 
He said this. conversation took pli,ce. dul'ing a break in the. classes. 
and was probably about 10 to 15 minutes in length. BERG sai4 he 
did not know the teat of thei.r conversa'tion .. 

·. . -~ 

BERG said BONEBRAKE mentioned the JAMES EAAL RAY case in 
one of the classes and apparently did this to-show how.impqrtant 
partial and latent print$ can be in a·cas~. He.-said in this· 
conversation BONEBRAKE mentioned_. that a partial latent print h'ad · 
been obtained in the RAY case and went on to show 'tllat what · · 
appeared to be unrelated items at the. tjme tl'ley .are obtained:'• later 
turn out to' be related in ·some manner. ~.:•·'He further advised. that 
BONEBRAKE said he compare~ the finge~pr!nts of the man in custbdy 
ia', Engl-and with the known fing~rprin.t$ .. of JAMES EARL RPt(· "Who_ had 
escaped from the Missouri State Peni teriti'ary and· found they wet-e 
identical. •·. 

,· . 

BERG advised that BONEBRAXE talked· about a r.umber of.·. 
cases, without_mentioriing a lot of names, and in each case pointed 
out .how certain i tepis of .~vidence can become very impGrttnt to·. 
a case. BONEBRAKE would show how latents obtained from various 
and sometimes" unlikely places would be important. BERG_ said as 
far as he is· con~emed BONEBRAKE was a exc,ellent. instructor. 

On 11/19/68 at Wichita, Kansas 

by __ S_A_J_AM_E_S_F_. _M_I-:-L_L_E_R_: b_j _c _________ Date dtctotedl_l_l""'."'"1_9_/_6 _8 _ __..·:: ___ _ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It Is the property of the FBI and Is loaned to yo~r agencyl 
It and Its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 .. 
Date _____ l_l_l_-2_6_/_6_8 __ 

Officer CHARLES F. ·STEWART,. Department of Public 
Safety, El Dorado, Kansas, home address, 113 East 5th Street, 
El Dorado, Kansas, advised he attended an advanced fingerprint 
school sponsored by the Wichita, Kansas Police Department during 
the second week of September, 1968. STEWART said the class was 
taught by Mr.· GEORGE BONEBRAKE of the FBI and lasted for one 
week. 

STEWART said the ~lass was restricted to members 
of law enforcement agencies only and he never observed any 
member of the press, radio or television in the classroom 
during the time the class was in session. Mr. STEWA~T said 
about the next to last day of the class he recalled a television 
cameraman taking some pictures, but did not hear or observe Mr. 
BONEBRAKE make any statements on this occasion about the RAY 
case. 

STEWART said he atm time heard Mr. BONEBRAKE discuss 
the RAY case with members of the news media or members of the 
class during recesses. STEWART said the only time he heard 
Mr. BONEBRAKE discuss the RAY case was during class and this 
was only to illustrate a point in how latent fingerprints 
could be used to identify an individual with a crime. STEWART 
said Mr. BONEBRAKE did mention that he had testified in the 
extradition proceedings in England to identify RAY ·as the·person 
who was identical with the individual who had been in the 
penitentiary as JAMES EARL RAY in Missouri and also identical. 
with the person whose fingerprints were found on a weapon found 
near the crime scene in Memphis, Tennessee. 

STEWART said Mr. BONEBRAKE told ·the class he did 
not want them to discuss anything he ·had told theri\ abo·ut the 
RAY case outside the classroom. 

11/19/68 - El Dorado, Kansas 
On _______ at _______________ File#_--___________ _ 

SA RICHARD L. ECKBERG :bjc 11/19/68 by _______________________ Oate didated _________ _ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI o:nd is loaned to your agency, 
. ii and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. · · 
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On 

by 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

11/26/68 
Date ___________ _ 

Lieutenant RALPH E .. GREEN, 1017 West 3rd Street, 
El Dorado, Kansas, advised he is empldyed by the El Dorado 
Department of Public Safety and attended anaivanced fingerprint 
school sponsored by the Wichita, Kansas Police Department 
during the second week of September, 1968. Lieutenant GREEN 
said the class was taught by Mr. GEORGE BONEBRAKE of the FBI, 
and lasted for one week. 

Lieutenant GREEN saidthe class was for law enforcement 
officers only and he never observed any reporters or people 
from the news media in the class room during the class sessions. 
Lieutenant GREEN said the only time he saw anyone from the 
news media was a KTVH-TV cameraman, who took some pictures 
of Mr. BONEBRAKE, but this was during one of their recesses 
·and nothing was said on this occasion regarding the RAY case. 

Lieutenant GREEN said he at no time heard Mr. 
BONEBRAKE discuss the RAY case with reporters or members 
of the class during a recess. According to Lieutenant 
GREEN the only time he did hear Mr. BONEBRAKE discuss -the 
RAY case was during class and he did recall Mr. BONEBRAKE 
say that he had testified in England at the extradition 
proceedings and his testimony was that he had compared the 
latent fingerprints obtained from evidence in Me~phis, 
Tennessee, with known fingerprints of JAMES EARL RAY and found 
they were identical. 

Lieutenant GREEN said Mr. BONEBRAKE cautioned the 
members of the class not to discuss anything regarding the 
RAY case or information he had furnished during the class. 

11/19/68 El ·norado, Kansas 
at __________________ ,FIie# _____________ _ 

SA ·RICHARD L. ECKBERG:bjc iJ /.~ L 11/19/68 · 
________________________ Date dictated __________ _ 

This document contains neither recomm_endations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and la loaned to your agency, 

it and its contents ore not to be distributed outside your agency. · ,; .. 
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l 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

-
11/26/6 8 Date __________ _ 

Lieutenant RALPH E. GREEN, 1017 West_ 3rd Street,. 
El Dorado, Kansas, advised he is employed by the El Dorado 
Department of Public Safety and attended analvanced fingerprint 
school sponsored by the Wichita, Kansas Police Department 
during the second week of September, 1968. Lieutenant GREEN 
said the class was taught by Mr. GEORGE BONEBRAKE of the FBI, 
and lasted for one week. · · 

Lieutenant GREEN said 1he class, was for law enf orcE:ment 
officers only and he never observed any reporters or people · 
from the news media in the class room during the class sessions. 
Lieutenant GREEN said the only time he saw anyone from the 
news media was a KTVH-TV callleraman, who took some pictures 
of Mr. BONEBRAKE, but this was during.one of their recesses 
and.nothing was said on this occasion Ngarding the RAY case. 

Lieutenant GREEN said he at no time heard Mr. ,. 
BONEBRAKE discuss the RAY case with reporters or members 
of the class during a recess. According to Lieutenant 
GREEN the only time he did hear Mr. BONEBRAKE discuss the 
RAY case was during class and he did recall Mr •. BONEBRAKE 
say that he had testified in England at the extradition 
proceedings and his testimony was that he had compared the 
latent fingerprints obtained from evidence in Me,phis,. 
Tennessee, with known fingerprints of.J)\MES EARL RAY and found 
they were identical. 

Lieutenant GREEN said Mr. BONEBRAKE cautioned the 
members of the class not to discuss anything rega:roing the 
RAY case or infonna.tion he had furnished during the class. 

' ' (J 

11/19/68 El Dorado, Kansas On _______ at ______________ -" lie# ____________ _ 
KC 44-760 

SA RICHARD L. ECKBERG:bjc 
by _______________________ Oate dictated _________ _ 

11/19/68 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency: 

ii and its contents ore not to be distributed outside your agency. · 
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FEDERAL BU~EAU OF IN.VESTIGATION 

Date _____ l_l_/_2_6_/_6_,8 __ 

Officer CHARLES F. STEWART, Department of Public 
Safety, El Dorado, Kansas, home address, 113 East 5th Street, 
El Dorado, Kansas, advised he attended an advanced fingerprint 
school sponsored by the Wiqhita, Kansas Police Department during 
the second week of September, 1968. STEWART said the class was 
taught by Mr. GEORGE BONEBRAKE of the FBt and-lasted_for one 
week. 

STEWART said the class was restricted to members 
of law enforcement agencies only and he never observed any 
member of the press, radio or ·television in the classroom 
during the time the class.was in session. Mr. STEWART said 
about the next to last day of the class he recalled a television 
cameraman taking some pictures, but did not hear or observe Mr. 
BONEBRAKE make any statements.on this occasion about the RAY 
case. 

. STEWART said he atro time heard Mr. BONEBRAKE discuss 
-the RAY case with members of the·. news media or members o-f the 
class during recesses. STEWART.said the only time he heard 
Mr~ BONEBRAKE discuss the RAY case was during;class and this 
was only to illustrate a point in how laten~t fingerprints ,. 
could be used to identify an individual with a crime. STEWART 
said Mr. BONEBRAKE did mention that he.had testified in the 
extradition proceedings in England to identify RAY as the person 
who was identical with the individual who had b~~n-in the 
peni ten.tiary as JAMES EARL RAY in Missouri and also_ identical 
with the person wh9se fingerprints were found on a weapon found 
near the crime scene in Memphis, Tennessee. 

STEWART said Mr. BONEBRAKE told the class he did 
not want them to discuss anything he had told them about the 
RAY case outside the classroom. 

11/19/68 El Dorado, Kansas 
On _______ at ________________ File# _____________ _ 

SA RICHARD L. ECKBERG:bjc JQ.. 11/19/68 by._-,-______________________ Date dictated __________ _ 

This do.cum ent contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and Is loaned to your agency; 

it and its contents ore not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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• 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date __ l_l_/_2_8_/_6_8 ____ _ 

MORRIS HERRON, Valley Center Police Officer, recalled 
attending a school on the subject of fingerprints conducted by 
a Mr. BONEBRAKE, of the FBI, at the Police Academy, Wichita, 
Kansas, during early part of September, 1968. 

HERRON said he was present at every session and 
did not hear Mr. BONEBRAKE or any member of the class conduct 
a press conference or have. any contact with the press on any 
subject other than the school itself. Mr. HERRON recalled 
reoresentatives of the news media being at the school. He 
th~ught it was the last day, Friday, September 13, 1968, on 
the occasion of the graduation of the class members. At this 
time he observed strangers around the halls of the academy with 
movie cameras, therefore, concludedihey were television camera~en. 
He did not recognize any of these persons._ He could not remember 
if Mr. BONEBRAKE was present at the school at this time. 

HERRON was most emphatic in recalling no me;mbers 
of the nress were in the clos.ed mee1i.ngs of the school wherein 
Mr. BONEBRAKE instructed on the subject of fineerprints. 

At an early date of the school, exact date not 
re called, HERRON mentioned some meml.Jer of the class asked 
a direct question of BONEBRAKE concerning the use of latent 
fingerprints in the JAMES EARL RAY case. In response tn this 
question, BONEBRAKE observed he had testified in the hearing 
of RAY at London, England, earlier in the year that fingerprints 
were introduced to establish the identity of RAY. BON[BRAKE 
elaborated on this point to the extent he mentioned he had 
testified that known prints of RAY from Missouri State 
Penitentiary were identical with the questioned prints of 
the suspect in custody of the English authorities. 

HERRON recalled BONEBRAKE declined to discuss this 
case further mentioning oomething to the effect this was still 
a pending case ~nd FBI policy did not permit the public disclosure 
of such information. 

On ll/19/68
0

t Valley Center, Kansas KC 44-760_~4/fJ; 79 
------~----------File# _____ _._ _______ _ 

by ~A ELMER R. FLETCHER: bj-c 11/21/68 
Date dictated __________ _ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. 11' Is the. property of th_e FBI and Is loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.· . 
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FED.ERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
l 

Date _ __.,l...,l ...... /.....,2'"--'8SJ/'--'6"'-'8....__ ___ _ 

MORRIS HERRON, Valley Center Police Officer, recalled 
attending a school on the subject of fingerprints condueted_by 
a Mr. BONEBRAKE, of the FBI, at _ the Police Academy,· Wichita, 
Kansas, during early part of September, 1968. 

HERRON said he was present at every session-and 
did not hear Mr. BONEBRAKE or any member of the class conduct 
a press con~erence or have any contact with the press on any 
subject other than the school itself. Mr. HERRON recalled 
representatives of the news media being at the school. He 

_thought it was the last day, Friday, September 13, 1968, on· 
the occasion of the graduation of the class members. At this 
time he observed strangers around the halls of the academy w1.th 
movie cameras, therefore, concluded 1hey were tele·vision cameramen. 
He did not recognize any of these persons •. He could not remember 
if Mr. BONEBRAKE was present at the school at this time. 

HERRON was most emphatic in recalling no members 
of the press were in the closed mee1i.ngs of the school wherein' 
Mr. BONEBRAKE instructed on the subject of fingerprints. 

' t., 

At an early date ,of· the sch~ol, exact date not 
recal1ed, HERRON mentioned ·some member- of the class asked 
a diTect question of BONEBRAKE concerning the use of lateht 
fing~rprints in the JAMES EARL RAY case~ In response to thla _··: 
ques.t1on, BONEBRAKE observed he had tes'tified ih the. hearing • · 
of-RAY-at London, Eng1~nd, earlier in the year that fingerprints 
we~·_ in_troduced to establish the identity· of RAY. BONEBRAl<E 

.. elapor-,ted on this point to the wzt.eli.t.: he mentio~ed he had 
testified that known prints of RAY from ·Missouri State 
Peni ten ti ary were · identical with the que·s ti oned prints of 

_ the 'suspect in cu·a tody· ~:f the English a'1thori ties. 
. ·. '·"-

HERRON- recalled BONEBRAKE declined to .discuss this ~. 
case further mentioning EQmething to the effect this· was. still , 

-a pendina case ~d FBI policy did no-;t permit the p-ublic disclosure 
of such information. · · 

KC 11/19/68~ ·. Valley Center, Kansas 
On _______ at :· · FIie# 

SA ELMER R. FLETCHER:bjc 11/21/68 by ______________________ •._oate dictated ___ . _______ _ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It Is the property of the FBI and ,, loaned to 1rour aye~C~I . C. 
n and Its contents are nor to be distributed out~lde your agency• , .,/ • .JZ1-1,,&-<' • ./1" --. 7 7 _ 
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HERRON volunteered he had read -the article 
appearing in the Wichita Beacon of about September 12, 1968, 
and he·did not heat! BONEBRAKE or a member of the fingerprint 
class mention such facts to the press. 
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