SF 173-65
WH:ay

Mr. NICHOLS advised that he was born | !
Aberdeen, ‘Jashington. He has been in California most of the time
since 1945, He attended high school at Golden Gate Academy, which
was at that time in Berkeley, California, but which moved to some
hill area near Oakland. He is not sure it is still in operation.
He graduated in 1947,

During the school year 1950-51 he attended La Sierra
College in Riverside, California.

From 1951 to 1953 he was in the U.S. Marine Corps under
MSN 1206458, Since 1853, he has worked as a salesman, prdncipally
in California, but actually traveling in numerous states.

He is married and his wife lives in Southern California.
He said he is reluctant to furnish her specific address because
he feels that reprisals against his wife and child are very
possible because of his political activities in behalf of AIP
should her address become generally known.

He said that he established a business in Sacramento,
California in July, 1967, known as Certified Wire Service. This
business is still in operation but he intends to dissolve it as
it is losing money.

He came to San Leandro in December, 1967, and established
his present business known as Diamond Fence Co.., 1494 "ickes
Blvd., San Leandro.

He is active in experimenting with gold dredging combined
with skin diving, and spends some weekends in the Sierra stream
areas searching for gold, or conducting experiments along those
lines.

He also had interest in speculative investment in
businesses in the Oroville area, which are in a depressed state ™
due to departure of the workmen engaged in building the now com-
pleted Oroville Dam. FEe believed such property could be pur-
chased cheaply and held until business picks up, insuring an ex-
cellent profit. He has abandoned this idea, at least temporarily.
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He said that he has no photo of himself at the present
time due to theft of his billfold, with the exception of the
photo on his driver's license, California #B 295 330.

He said he has been arrested, but not since he was
in the US Marine Corps.

He is described as:

Race White

Sex Male

Nationality American

Date of birth

Place of birth Aberdeen, Washington
Height 5' 3"

Weight 220

Hair reddish blond

Eyes Grey-green

Build Obese

Complexion Light

Teeth even & smoke stained

Mr. NICHOLS volunteered that should further information
or clarification bte desired, he would be pleased to attempnt to
furnish such information.
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LEADS:

KMOXVILLE

AT JOHNSOM CTITY, TUMNESSEFR: Verifv death of JEANMNETTE
CRITTENDEN about February, 13968, and conduct investization to
establish nresence of NICHAOLS in that citv from about February
28, 1968 to March 3, 1968,

LOS ANGELES

AT ANAYEIM, CALTFORMTA: Locate RUTRFLL TOWNSEND throuszh
telephone number 714 774 2969, a business associate of NICHOLS
to verify telephone call he received from NICHOLS 3/29/68,

AT FULLERTON, CALTFORMIA: Locate JIM TO'"MSEND, brother
of RUSSELL TO7NSEND, to verify telephone call he recieved from
NICHOLS 3/29/68.

MOGILE

AT HONTGOMERY, ALABAMA:1)7ill check registration of
Holiday Motel, Midtcwn, to verify presence of NICHMOLS in that
city 2/27/68. (‘e drives 1967 Cadillac convertible, white
canvas over light blue, California license UPD 4832),

2)/111 verify that NICHWOLS and his wife stayed at Town
House Motel night of 3/3/68.

SACRAMENTO

AT OROVILLT™, CALIFORMIA: '7i1ll locate AL STANLEY throush
MEK Hancock Sérvice Station to verify that STANLIY placed collect
person to person call to NICHOLS in San Leandro on 3/29/68,
and talked to him,

SAN FRANCISCO

AT BERVELEY, CALTIFORMIA: '7ill interview realtor CYRIL
STCVENSON, J»., telephone number 524-2392, to verify he took
a trip with NICHOLS to Oroville on 3/29/68.
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AT OAKLAND, CALTFORNTA: At Ozkland Airport, ascert~in
if NICYOLS made trip to Orange County Airvort on 3/30/68.

AT SAN LEANDRO, CALTFORNIA: Verify gas chavses of
NICHOLS at Douglas Station, Mfarina Soulevard, on 4/4/68, and
any record of charges on 3/29,30/68.
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7] Baltimore
[T]) Birmingham
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RE:

(Copies
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Jacksonville
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[[] Los Angeles
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[] Miami
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[C] New Orleans
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1968

For appropriate

[[] action

paraphrase contents.

t are corrected pages from report of SA «

May 3,

[] Surep, by

23 is for your information. If used in a future report, conceal

Remarks:

photograph taken of James Earl Ray,

Enclosed are copies of another

Eric S. Galt in Fall of 1967.

Enc.
Bufile
Urtile

o

“(44-38861)

o~

AL )iy
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AIRTEL

To:  DIRECTOR, rmé/‘f 35’%0

(ATT: LATENT \FINGERPRINT SECTION)
FROM:  SAC, NEW YORK (4-1609)

- SUBJECT: - MURKIN

Relet from ERIC S, BALT, dated 9/26/67, to Modern
Photo Bookstore, ‘

Encloséd‘herew1th for the Bureéﬁ attention
Latent Fingerprint aaction are the following:

1. Letter dated 4/29/6% to ERIC S. GALT
from Modern Thoto Bookaztore, o '

"2, Coupon, undated, from-ERIé S. GALT, to
Modaern Photc Bookstora. .

3. Letter dated 9/26/67 from FRIC S GALT.»'

For information of receivina offices, the
Knoxville 0Office advised NY by teletype, 5/3/68, as
follows: .

4 - Dureau (Enes, 3) R
(1- Latent Fincerprint Section)
Birmingham
Memphis
Knoxvillae
New York

74L496wau

‘b, e

t'Em'Ai l’lm e
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NY 44-1609

"Mr., ROBFRT SIMa, Assistant Postal Inspector
in Charge, Chattanocgi, Tenn., this date advised SA M,
JAY HAWIINa that he has ‘been informed by a postal
inspector in Birmingham, Alabama that a letter is in
- possession of the postal inspectors there addressed
to ERIC S, GAULT, 2608 Highland Avenue, Birmingham,
‘bearing a return address of Modern Photo Book Store,
166 Fifth Avenue, New York, New York 10010, It
bears a metered postmark of 4/30/68, Mr, SIMS
telephonically contacted Mr, ROBERT HICKEY, Postal
Inspector in Charge, New York, and informed him that
he was instructing the postal inspector in Birmingham
tc forward this letter registered air-mail to the
attention of Mr, HICKEY and that Mr, HICKEY would hold
the letter in the avent agents wish to examine it before
it was returned to.the sender, Mr., SIMS advised that
since the letter was first eclass it ecould not be
opened. Mrg SIMS advised that the above information
was being furnished on a highly confidential basis
inasmuch as he has no authority to disclose this type
of information to the FBI, and that any investigation
which may be made as a result of this information must
be conducted in such a manner that it cannot be
attributed to its source. This information is being
furnished for any 1nv¢stigation daemed advisable by
New York.," v

. The followihg inveatigatian was conducted
by SA JOHN_F. SHANLEY on 5/4/68 at New York:

The address 166 5th Avenue, NYC, is a mail
operatlon for Modern Photo Bookstore, which company
is actually located at 915 Broadway, NYC, Mr.
SEYMOUR USLAN, President, advised that American
Photo Bookstore is a division of American Photographia
Book Publishing Company, Inc. (Amphoto), which is
also located at the same address, The company specializes.
in supplying photography books, | o
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NY 44-1609

Mrs, RUTH KOEWIG Manager, Order Department,

‘Amphoto, searched her filea and located a coupon
~ elipped from Modern Photography Magazine, which coupon
- requested th&t book number 633 be sent to ERIC S, -
‘GALT, 2608 Highland Avenue, ‘Birmingham, Alabama,

The coupon indicates that a money order in the amount
of $8,95 was enclosed, Mrs, KOFNIS stated that this

- Goupon was presumably clipped from the Septamber,
. 1967 issue of Modern Photography.

Book number 633 distributad by Modern

Photo Bookstore, is titled, "Focal Encyclopedia of B
' Photography". The book jacket for this book describes

it as a one-volume photographic library, It consists -

of 2,000 entries written by 197 experts from 23 -
vcountries and covers avery aspect of photography:
photographic science, industrial photegraphy, cinematography,
portraiture, equipment, history, and current activitias

of workers in forelgn countries.

Mrs, KOENIP located a letter, which is set
forth in full as follows:

"gu26-67
"Dear Siri |

, - "I recently order a Book from your store
tltlad FOCAL ENCYLOPFDIK—No. 633 for $8,95,

Sed you have not allread malled the book
(PLEASE DO NOT MAIL IT) I am moving and will shortly
,aend you ny oorrect address Thanks : A

"Frie S, Galt
"2608 Highland Ave
*Birmingham Alabama™
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g Mrs, KOENIG statsd that during a reutine
review of the company's files, it came upon the coupon
and accompanying letter of ERIC S. GALT. The company
did not believe that it had shipped the requested ‘
book to GALT prior to receiving his letter. As a
follow-up the company wrote to GALT by letter dated
4/29/68, asking him what action he wished the company
to take regarding the $8,95, The letter is set forth
in full as follows: . - :

"Appil 29, 1988

"Mr, Eriec S, Galt :
"2608 Highland Avenue
"Birmingham, Alabama

"Dear Mr. Galt:s

"In golng ¥hrough our records weinote a request

of yours stating your intention to move from the

above address, and to please withhold sending the

book you ordered (Focal Encyclopedia $8,95) until
further notice. } T : _ _

"Pleaae advise us when you receive this lettérkas
to what course of action you wish us to take so that
we may clear our records, (Or have you already
received the book?) o S
 l(ﬁSincerciy"

_ "MODERN PHOTO BOOKSTORE.

"Ruth Koenig
~ "Order Department"®
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The American ‘Photo Bookstors has received
‘no- further communications from ERIC S. CALT since his
, letter of 9/26/67, - :

. The Latent Fingarprint %ection is requested
to examine enclosuraes #2 and #3 above, to determine

if fingerprints of subjeet, JAMES EARL RAY aka

Eric Starvo Galt appear thcreon.

SUBJECT RAY SHOULD BE CONSIDERED ARMED AND

DANGEROUS.
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SUBJECT:

5010-108

OPTIONAL. FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION J

GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.8

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

SAC, (44-696) DATE: 5/7/68

SA RICHARD A. LORAH

MURKIN

On 5/2/68, Captain E. K. BURROUGHS, Detective
Division, Bristol, Tenn. PD, advised that all latent
fingerprints obtained by his department are forwarded
to the Latent Fingerprint Section of the FBI for identification
purposes at the time they are obtained. He stated that those
which are not identifiable are destroyed, but that the
identifiable ones are already in possession of the FBI.

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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FD-209 (Rev. 9~13-65)
OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 5010~106
MAY 1952 EDITION

GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

SAC Knoxville, Tennessee DATE: §/¢ /68

EXC! [JS! IR (Prob)
CJpct [JPst  [JR

(1

SA WILLIAM B, COLE, JR.

SUBJECT: KX 278-C

Dates of Contact

L /29 /68
Titles dd F{1€ ¥s on which contacted

—MUREIN—KC-Lili~696
=070

Purpose and results of contact

(X NEGATIVE
(] POSITIVE
[JSTATISTIC

Informant advised that he could funrish no information
concerning this matter., He stated thaet he has not
heerd of any anticipsted trmble in the Chattanooga
area mmmxmgx from the Negro element, but would
camtinue to be on the alert for any signs of trouble,

[ ] Informant certified that he has Coverage
furnished all information obtained
by him since last contact. See nrevious

-137-267L
4,-696 (Fleming)
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BIRECTOR, FBI (~¥~39831)

'~t¢1atype to B

o |  The follawing investig ation was cenductcd at
fwilliansburg; ?a., A B, CURTXSS BURRELL: - x

~ On 8/3/63 Hrs. HYOLENE PGINTER, 8np¢zintsndent‘“4" -
/ - 0ffice, Eastern State Hospital, Williamsbuwg, Va., furnishod 1, G
. - their file on PRANK HENRY NILES, patient § 3820.. A review . ,ﬂ{'~*
'gq'j;'of thia !iln rcvualnd thc fbllewing infarmatinnz . A_d.;f<~-

wr T ‘NILES was counittnd at xastarn SQatc Hoapi%ul
- em 1/17/68 undar a regular commitment by Speaial Juatiac
.VDANIBL sRINRAB, city of Biehnoné, kiehnbnd, Va. V;r e s )
DR . He was diagnostd cs bcing a pcyuhoneurctic rcantivt v,:::;ﬁ |
= “;daprwssivc reactive. , ST

, “He uas alleusd one p&ss, whleh was isancd fbn th&

- period ef 4/24426/68; when he listed his destination as being
. 6150 Wilson Boulevard, Arlington, Va. He has missed no
'fl;,scheduled roll calls at Eantern Statn Hoapltal. .

O . Very little baeksround infornation has been “ffg;iﬁi}.,a S
'»'_aeqnired by Eastern State Hospital., On several occaaionx  >_»;*
" - they have sent personal backgreund quaationnairns to f‘“-“
. Mps. CECILYA HOPE LEWIS at 5089 Tinelau? Avenue, "i :
~ . Chattanooga Tannnssee.x They havu received no repl eS o -
’ ”zquron Mrs. LéHIS. . 4&%7’ é§§?{jhé/

. L"wﬂs3~9urgau :'
,_’,;@71-610ve1and (nu-sss: (infa)
o PKnoxville (44-696) (info)
. Tl-Memphis  (#4-1887) tiafe)
‘“=~1wﬂar£bik"36¥zsﬁh (7}
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o Their !ilcs revualed that sILEs was aonfined at
the St. Joseph Hospital, 205 West 29th St., Lornin, Ohia,'
~from 6/28/867 to 8/11/&7"

- | NILES is desarihed as a white malc, born g
’;.131 pcnnds, $’9” tall, blue eyes, gray hair, with mustacho.i'j

The adm;tting déetor was W. H, BATTE
His attanding physician is Dr. MARTI¥ RALHAZ

3 Interview of Dr. PALMAZ revunled that HILES is an
alcoholia currently assigned to the Alcoholic Vaeatianal o
‘Rehabilitation Section of the Easterm State Hospital.
iz noted that this area is not secured at all tinas..»~r R
D, PALMAZ advised that NILES is a definite racist but‘haa L

 had no violence exhiibited toward any of his fellow Negro - =~
innates. DPr. PALMAZ described his feelings as being merely - .

"~ a general prejudice. He is described as being very pelitn j_g'*”
but in definite need of a great deal of activity to keep
his mind occupied. Dr. PALMAZ advised that he has a- :
desp-seated hostility toward life in general and that th gs

" need to go his way at all times. -Dp. PALMAZ considers hin
to have definite suicidal tendencies., Dr. PALMAZ advised
he has never heard NILES make any comments regarding any
of the raeinl or Nazi leadeys. in the Unittd States.

B ~ Dr. PALMAZ noted that NILES wrote a 1ettgr te—the e
Social Security Administration recently in regard to his . =
~ Social Security account, numbar\ L whieh he felt
' uas dclinquant. ' R

It was not&d that siaee March 39, 1988, HILES has

' bocn allowed to work at the Howard Johnson's Restaurant, i:,‘vﬁggzj '
~off the Eastern State Hospital's grounds, in Hilliamsburg, Va, - -

- Since that time and to date, he has worked five and.six e oo
';days a wnak, e hours pnr week, and is paid 658._ 8

. On 5/8/88 JAMES HAMILTON, Hanager, Howard Jahnsnn’
,Rsstaurant, williamsburg, Va., was intcrviewed and advised =
“that NILES was employed at his restaurant from $/230/68 to the -
present time. He noted that he was at all times on duty L
 during the period 3/3-6/68. His days off during the imstant -
period were April 2 and 9, 1968. HAMILTON advisad that NILES
islvery well liked and gnts alcng well with all tha Rogra N
‘help., , , .

: Y
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NP 45-268

- - . It was noted that NILS& returned to the Eastcrn ;V,,’, o
"'State Hospital after his work days during the instant p@rioé o
and at all times during his period of employment at the ‘
. Howard Johnson's Restaurant. He has missed no vell ealls S
;,Ant Eaatern State Hospital : -

o No further investigatxon being eanduetaé canaernxngt
. ;NILES at Xarfelk..~ L

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.
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-..Routing Slip
0-7 (Rev. 9-2

Buffalo
Butte
Chearlotte
Chicago
Cinzinnati

(Copies to Offices Checked)

(] Houston

[] Indianapolis

[] Jackson

[} Jacksonville

[} Kansas City

[ Knoxville

{1 Las Vegas

(] Little Rock

[] Los Angeles

] Louisville

] Memphis

] Miami
Milwaukee
Minneapolis

(] Mobile

] Newark

[] New Haven
[C] New Orleans
] New York City

[} Norfolk
] Oklahoma City

) Omaha

] Philadelphia
[ ] Phoenix

[} Pittsburgh

[T Portland

[] Richmond

] Sacramento

[] st. Louis

[} Salt Lake City
Antonio
Diego
Francisco
Juan

] Savannah

"] seattle
] Springfield

Date

f Tampa
[} Washington Field

[] Quantico

TO LEGAT:

[[] Bern

[] Bonn

[] Buenos Aires
[ Hong Kong
{_ ] London

[ ] Manila

] Mexico, D.F.
[] Ottawa

[] Paris

[] Rome

{—] Santo Domingo

] Tokyo

5/3/68

: JAMES EARL RAY, also known as - FUGITIVE

Identification Order 4182;
CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY;

FLIGHT - ROBBERY

Retention

For appropriate

‘Wanted Flyer L442A
INTERSTATE

(] For information

(] optional {1} action

[] The enclosed is for your information.
all sources, paraphrase contents.

[] Surep, by

[] conceal

If used in a future report,

[] Enclosed are corrected pages from report of SA
dated

Remarks:

Enclosed are five smooth finished copies of the
photograph of James Earl Ray. The Memphis
Division 1s the office of origin in this investi-
gation. Memphis Office file number is 4L4-1987.

. - 7 p ' ] -
bl oo ve (7765 LG 03

rfp"i

/N
é:éﬁvtxt<77{5;2;%;zl”
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FD-209 (Rev. 9-13-65)
OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 5010-106
MAY 1962 EDITION

GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

SAC KX (137-2891) DATE: 5=8-68

xJlca []s 1R (Prob)
(Jpc1t [Pt [JR
SUBJECT: KX 295_0 -

SA JORN C. QUTRIN

Dates of Contact
Exn 5-2-68
Titles and File #s on which contacted

MURKIN

L1686

Purpose and results of contact

[X]NEGATIVE
[1POSITIVE
[ ISTATISTIC

[i]‘ Informant certified that he has
fumished all information obtained

by him since last contact. excellent

'Coverage

1 -- 137-2891
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FD-209 (Rev. 9-13-65)
OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 5010~106

MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

sac KX (137-2931) DATE: H=8«68

(€l [Jst [JR (Prob)
ElpPcl [psi []R

supjEcT: ROY KENNETH LUSTER, ake -

FROM : SA JOHN C, QUIRIN

Dates gfnCﬁritgcé

Titles and File #s on which contacted

Purpose and results of contact

X INEGATIVE
[} POSITIVE
[ 1 STATISTIC

[X] Informant certified that he has | Rating Coverage
fumished all information abtained
by him since last contact. very geod aame

| A=
1l == 137=2931

S A

Gy 694 -5¢
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FD-209 (Rev. 9-13-65)
OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 5010106
MAY 1962 EDITION

GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
SAC RX (137-2930) DATE: GuB-68

—Ja  [Js [1R (Prob)
SA JOHN C. QUIRIN

EJPCl [JPSI [JR

SUBJECT: LONNIE FRANK CILLIAM ‘ =

Dates of Contact

Ce2=68

Titles and File #s on which contacted

MURKIN

Purpose and results of contact

[XINEGATIVE
(1 POSITIVE
[ STATISTIC

Informant certified that he has
furnished all information obtained
by him since last contact.

1 == 137-2930 ,
1 == hh~69gh“\,f %J%DM ﬂ%

WS- BGH - 264
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 .
MAY 1862 EDITION

GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.8

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
Memorandum

SAC (44-696) 5/8/68
SA ROBERT B. STROM

SUBJECT: MURKIN

On 4/29/68, ROY E. STEVENS, 1121 Dutch Vvalley
Road, Knoxville, Tennessee, appeared at the Knoxville
Office advising that he felt he had information of value
on the captioned matter. He stated that ROBERT GROVER
DUKE had escaped from Tennessee State Penitentiary, Ft.
Pillow, Tennessee, on 4/7/67, and has not been located
to date. He pointed out that DUKE had been convicted
in Anderson County, Tennessee, with killing three people
in 1954, one of whom was JOHN P, STEVENS, Clinton, Ten-
nessee, brother of complainant. He said that, at time
of escape, DUKE had apparently gone down the Mississippi
River by boat in order to effect his escape.

He pointed out that subject RAY of captioned
matter escaped approximately the same time as did DUKE
and for this reason he felt there was a connection between
DUKE and RAY. He felt further that possibly KING's
murderer had escaped from Memphis, Tennessee, also
located on the Mississippi River in the same matter
DUKE had escaped from Ft. Pillow. STEVENS was ques-
tioned as to any specific information he had which
would associate DUKE and RAY and advised that he had
none. It was pointed out to him that RAY had been in
a Missouri State Penitentiary at the same time DUKE
was in a Tennessee State Penitentiary and that, prior
to escape, there could not have been any association.
Complainant is an elderly man, appears to be senile,
and as information furnished has no basis for fact,
no further action is contemplated, however, the above
is being made a matter of record.

RBS/mtb
(l)’

.

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan

5010-108
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OPTIONAL. FORM NO. 10 . .

MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

SAC, KX (LL-82696) DATE: 5-8-68

SA JOHN C. QUIRIN

suBjecT: MURKIN
Re memo SA FIEMI G, lj-30-68--setial 220,

AT KINGSPORT, TENN:

On 5-1-68 CHESTER COLEMAN, Chief Radio Dispatcher, Tenns
Hichway Patrol, advised SA JOHN C. QUIRIN that a review of the
racords covering all automobiles recovered in the Kingsport
Division of that orecanizstion since 8%3% 3-23-68 revealed no vehicles
which had been stolen in the state of Georgiax and subsequently

recovered in Tennessee,

469 - 265
o

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Sav‘%é{' ¢ ‘“""‘“‘“) M

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




OFTIONAL-FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.8

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
Memorandum

SAC (44-696) DATE: 5/9/68
SA PATRICK J. LENNON
SUBJECT: MURKIN

Reference Memphis teletype to Knoxville and
Atlanta 5/1/68.

On 5/2/68 LARRY DAUGHERTY, THP, Madisonville,
Tenn., advised he recalls instituting THP message #793 KGJ 637
on 4/24/68 requesting registration and stolen status on 1968
Georgia license 15J4423 and 1960 Ford Thunderbird, VIN
H6YA117024.

DAUGHERTY stated above vehicle involved in hit
and run in Monroe County, Tenn., on 4/24/68, that vehicle
was driven by a soldier and that the situation would not
have any possible connection with captioned matter.

DAUGHERTY further advised he instituted message
#6777 on 4/6/68 concerning 1967 Georgia dealer's license
12676 and Ga. license 69A230. He stated the dealer's license
had been found on the seat of a 1960 Mercury automobile,
VIN 0232P544965, and that this car bore above 1967 Georgia
license. He explained the car had become disabled in
Sweetwater, Tenn., and that the owner left the car there.
The vehicle was then pulled into Woods Mercury Garage in
Sweetwater and the owner has since recovered his car.

The following investigation was conducted on
5/2/68 by SA JACK K. MURPHREE re THP message #395K1E946.

Bradley County Chief Deputy Sheriff WILLIAM SMALLING

advised he was unable to locate any reference to a 1962 Ford,
VIN 2763W135562, bearing Georgia tag 17J5301.

(;)— 44-696
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KX 44-696

GENE TREWITT, Gene's Repair Service, Spring Place
Road, advised this vehicle had been pulled in from Hagler's
Grocery on Highway 64 east of Cleveland on 4/9/68. TREWITT
indicated that a vehicle had been abandoned and was blocking
a driveway.

This car was subsequently recovered by Cherokee
Motors, Blue Ridge, Ga. TREWITT advised he did not have
any record of the date on which the car was released to
Cherokee Motors.

A new 26 case has been opened concerning above
1962 Ford and is assigned to SA JACK K. MURPHREE,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



To: SAC's MNew Yors {(44-1509)
Semphis (44-1087)

From: Dlrector, FDI (4438881
MUREIN

fle Now York airtel of 5/4/68, sabmitting an undated
coupon of the Modern Photo Bookstore and 8 letter dated 9/28/67 from
grte 8. Galt, for examination.

Cnse istent print of value was developed on the conpon,
which bears the name and address “Zric 3. Galt, 2008 Highland Avenue,
Birmingham, Alabama.” This iatent print is m«mmmmm
print of James Sarl Ray, 7Bl #4050435C. anm mpressions devel-
Mmm istler.

Hesult of isboratory examination and disposition of sub-
raitted tems furaished separately.

Confirming.

(lk B&mmm {#4- 1740}
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WANTEDT BY THE FBI

JAMES EARL RAY, also known as Eric Starvo Galt,
Harvey Lowmyer, John Willard, James McBride,
James Walton, W. C. Herron and James O’Conner.

James Earl Ray, a Missouri prison escapee, sought under the
alias Eric Starvo Galt in connection with the gunshot slaying of
civil rights leader Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., is one of the FBI’s
“Ten Most Wanted Fugitives.” FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover
ordered the special addition of Ray to the “Top Ten” list to insure
widespread dissemination of Ray’s photograph and description to
speed his location.

Ray has been intensively sought since the murder of Dr. King
on April 4, 1968, as he stood on the balcony of a Memphis, Ten-
nessee, motel. An exhaustive FBI fingerprint search, comparing
latent fingerprints uncovered in the Dr. King case against finger-
prints of over 53,000 persons on whom wanted notices were posted,
determined that Galt and Ray are identical.

A Federal warrant, issued at Birmingham, Alabama, on April
17, 1968, charges Ray, under the alias of Galt, with conspiring to
interfere with a Constitutional Right of a citizen. Ray, who
escaped on April 23, 1967, from the Missouri State Penitentiary, is
also sought for unlawful flight to avoid confinement for robbery.
His long criminal record also includes convictions for burglary and
forging U.S. Postal Money Orders.

A white American, born in Alton, Illinois, on March 10, 1928,
Ray is 5”10’ tall, weighs 163 to 174 pounds, has blue eyes and short
brown hair. He has a nervous habit of tugging at an ear lobe and
his left ear protrudes noticeably. Known as a ‘“loner” and
“drifter,” Ray has worked as a baker, laborer and color matcher.,
He has taken dancing lessons and completed a course at a school
of bartending.

Consider Ray armed and extremely dangerous. Report any in-
formation concerning him to the nearest FBI office.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

617 Walnut Street, S. W.
In Reply, Please Refer to Knoxville, Tennessee, 37902
File No. May 9, 1968

Dear Editor:

Enclosed is a mat of a photograph and related
article giving background information pertaining to
JAMES EARL RAY, sought by the FBI in connection with the
murder of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. I am sending

this to you in the hope that you may be able to use this

mat in the publication of your paper. Inasmuch as

Ray's whereabouts remain unknown, I am anxious for all
citizens to be on the lookout for his appearance and for them
to be aware of our interest in locating and apprehending

him.

Your assistance in this matter is sincerely
appreciated.

Very truly yours,
’ ZM
Zék/(; ESTILL ~
Special Agent in Charge

Enclosure

1 copy of this letter and. each-attached “article
. ,§§ntﬂ-ztﬁe -all Newspaper outlets 5-9-68.

PPN )
BIERESE

e

JLF :gsh
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0-9 (Rev. 5-22-64) .

Date: May 1, 1968

Transmit the following in
: (Type in plaintext or code)

via ___ AIRTEL

(Priority)

All SACs and LEGATS
Director, FBI (44-38861)

MURKIN
00: MEMPHIS (44-1987)

The Bureau_has designated Memphis as office of origin in this case.

You were previously advised that leads in this Top Ten Fugitive case
must be handled within 24 hours. The Atlanta, Birmingham, Chicago, Houston,
Jackson, Kansas City, Los Angeles, New Orleans, St. Louis, and Springfield
Offices are to prepare the results of their investigation to date in report form,
not as an insert. At such time as the amount of investigation in these field
offices does not appear to warrant individual reports, advise the Bureau and
office of origin that inserts being prepared in future in lieu of reports, UACB.

All other offices will record the results in appropriate form and
transmit T5 copies of each to the office of origin for inclusion in reports
" [submitted by the Memphis Office. Should investigation increase in any such
area warranting submission of individual report, do so and advise the Bureau
and Memphis.

LEGATSs are to submit results of investigation which can be
disseminated in letterhead memorandum form suitable for dissemination. Any
administrative data which cannot be disseminated is to be set forth in the
administrative section of your transmittal communication. Look-alikes and
other leads resolved and reported by cablegram or other communication need
not be rereported as copies of these communications are being forwarded office
of origin by the Bureau for administrative handling of the case. '

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

d% (if!/, ~ {i":’:? é:«' ‘ﬂ‘:ﬁ ?@-vm
weidlREY [T p—

AR I REss, 1%!; gy [

Sent Via
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
617 Walnut Street, S. W.
Knoxville, Tennessee 37902
In Reply, Please Refer to May 17, 1968
File No.

Dear Editor:

Enclosed are two photographs of JAMES EARL RAY.
Although these photographs have been disseminated to the
wire services from our headquarters in Washington, D. C.,
they have not been distributed to local news media in this
area.

As you know, JAMES EARL RAY is being sought by
the FBI in connection with the murder of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER
KING. I feel that the wire distribution of these photographs
might be of great assistance to the FBI in comnection with
this investigation.

Your continued cooperation in this matter is
appreciated.

very truly yours,

AL 9

W. FP. ESTILL
Special Agent in Charge

L}

Enclosure
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

SAC (44-696)
SA JOSEPH L. FLEMING

SUBJECT: MURKIN

At approximately 9:30 PM, 5-7-68, SA
HOWARD A. McKAMEY telephonically advised he had
received information from Knoxville Patrolman IKE ROGERS
that he had some pertinent information concerning the
location of JAMES EARL RAY.

ROGERS told McKAMEY that some of the junior
patrolmen (a juvenile public relations program with
the Knoxville PD) had told him that they saw an individual
who resembled the subject at the Inn - Towner Motel,
211 Jessamine St., NE.

The writer immediately proceeded to the motel
and presented photographs of the subject to CLARENCE S.
PAINE, Manager and Mr. ED DOUGLAS, Assistant Manager,
both individuals advised they had not had any tenants
who resembled any photographs of the subject.

Shortly thereafter IKE ROGERS appea
three junior patrdamnen who advised the indjwxdwdl they
referred to resided 1in room 105. Mr. ROgHE advised
this room was occupied by Mr. GLENN cOWBzd,/brother of
HERSCHEL COWDEN, owner and™MP&8Yator of Nichols Printing
Company, 513 S. Central. Mr. PAINE s&id GLENN COWDEN
is employed by the Nichols Printing Company, has been a
guest of the motel for several months and does not
resemble the photogranhs of the subject.

On the morning of 5-8-68, the writer personally
observed Mr. GLENN COWDEN at the Inn - Towner Motel.
COWDEN did not resemble the photographs of subject RAY.

JLF:gsh'
(2)

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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FBI |
Date: 5/9/68

Tr‘qnsrﬁit the féllowing in

(Type in plaintext or code)

Via | TELETYPE URGENT

(Priority)

HIS (44- 1987)
</ ATLANTA
(2HARLOTTE
FROM KNOXVILLE (44-696)
MURKIN.
RE CHARLOTTE TEL TO KNOXVILLE AND BUREAU THIS DATE
WHICH REFERENCED MIAMI TEL MAY EIGHT LAST RE EASTERN AIRLINE
FLIGHTS FROM ATLANTA, GA., APRIL FIVE THROUGH TWELVE INSTANT,; |
AND KNOXVILLE AIRTEL TO CHARLOTTE APRIL SEVENTEEN, sxxmynieaw,-iv7*

CC MEMPHIS AND RICHMOND RE S COLQZGUN GALT, NO CC BUREAU.i‘

JAMES COLQUHOUN WHITE MALE; DOB

AOB CAéEN, N. J., SIX FT.-THREE, ONE NINE ZERO

POUNDS, BROWN/HAIR, BROWN EYES, INTERVIEWED BY BUREAU AGENTS
CHATTANOOGA, TENN., APRIL FIFTEEN LAST. ADVISED HAS BEEN
EMPLOYED DUPONT COMPANY, RICHMOND, VA., PAST TEN YEARS AND
RECENTLY TRANSFERRED TO DUPONT COMPANY, CHATTANOOGA, TENN.
GALT FURNISHED INFORMATION RE HIS RELATIVES RALEIGH, N. C.
AND CHARLOTTESVILLE, VA., WHICH WAS SET FORTH REFERENCED
KNOXVILLE AIRTEL. AT TIME OF INTERVIEW, GALT HAD JUST ERRTEE
END PAGE ONE | S L

2 ~ Richmond (AM) (Info) Knoxville airtel to Charlotte 44-696‘?

| . FD-302 JAMES,{OLQUHO LT 44- 696—
GCW/pr ' ‘ ; .
(3) r ; : —

Approved / £ /

%ml Agent in Charge
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

“

FBI

Date:

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

(Priority)
KX 44-696
PAGE TWO
RETURNED FROM RICHMOND, VA. FROM WEEKEND VISIT RE MOVING
HOUSEHOLD GOODS. DUPONT COMPANY RECORDS REFLECT GALT EMPLOYED

FULL DAY APRIL FOUR LAST AT CHATTANOOGA, TENN.

TENN. VALLEY TRAVEL AGENCY, SEVEN ZERO NINE CHERRY ST.,

CHATTANOOGA, TENN., TELEPHONE SIX ONE FIVE - TWO SIX FIVE -
EIGHT TWO ONE ONE, HANDLES AIRLINE RESERVATIONS FOR DUPONT
COMPANY, CHATTANOOGA AND LEAVES TRAVEL AGENCY TELEPHONE NUMBER
AS CONTACT POINT FOR THE AIRLINES.

MAY NINE, SIXTYEIGHT, MRS. PATRICIA HEFREN, AKA PAT,
TRAVEL CONSULTANT THIS COMPANY, REVIEWED RECORDS AND ADVISED
RESERVATIONS WERE REQUESTED APRIL FIVE, SIXTYEIGHT BY
WILLIAM D. TUGWELL, TRAFFIC MANAGER, DUPONT COMPANY,
CHATTANOOGA, FOR DUPONT EMPLOYEE JAMES C. GALT. RESERVATIONS
MADE WITH EASTERN AIRLINES THIS DATE FOR TRAVEL FOR JAMES C.
GALT LEAVING CHATTANOOGA FIVE FIFTEEN P.M., APRIL TEN LAST
EAL FLIGHT SIX HUNDRED ARRIVING ATLANTA FIVE FIFTY P.M.
ATTEMPT TO SECURE RESERVATION EAL FLIGHT SIX ONE SIX
LEAVING ATLANTA FOR RICHMOND NEGATIVE AS FLIGHT FILLED.

END PAGE TWO

Approved:

Special Agent in Charge
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

~ ~

FBI

Date:

Transmit the following in

{(Type in plaintext or code)

(Priority)
KX 44-696
PAGE THREE
FLIGHT SCHEDULED FOR GALT UNITED AIRLINES FLIGHT SIX NINE SIX
LEAVING ATLANTA SIX THIRTYFIVE P.M., ARRIVING RICHMOND, VA.,
NINE ZERO FIVE P.M., APRIL TEN, SIXTYEIGHT, TICKET NUMBER
TWO EIGHT THREE ZERO EIGHT TWO NINE FIVE TWO. TICKET PICKED
UP AT TRAVEL AGENCY BY DUPONT COMPANY DRIVER AND CHARGED

TO DUPONT COMPANY, CHATTANOOGA, TENN. ONE WAY TICKET.

RESERVATIONS MADE WITH EAL OPERATOR VIRGINIA HAYES, EXECUTIVE

ACCOUNTS, ATLANTA, GA.

MAY NINE, SIXTYEIGHT, WILLIAM D. TUGWELL, TRAFFIC
MANAGER, DUPONT COMPANY, CHATTANOOGA, VERIFIED THIS RESERVA-
TION FOR JAMES C. GALT AND FACT TICKET USED BY GALT APRIL
TEN LAST. THIS ONLY EMPLOYEE DUPONT COMPANY LAST NAME GALT.

IN VIEW OF ABOVE, NO ADDITIONAL INVESTIGATION BEING
CONDUCTED RE THIS RESERVATION AND TRAVEL BY GALT APRIL TEN,
LAST.

CC MAILED RICHMOND.

Approved:

Special Agent in Charge
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Sac (157-1307)

SA L. NELMS JOHNSON

MARY SIMPSON WILLIAMS
SOURCE OF INFORMATION - RACIAL
GAK RIDGE, TENNESSEE

On 4/25/68, WILLIAMS advised that no information
whatsoever has been gained by her relative to any rumors
as to who may have shot MARTIN LUTHER KING in Memphis, Tenn.

WILLIAMS further related that to her knowledge
to date she knows of no one who plans to participate in
the Poor People’s March to Washington, D. C., but will be
alert for any information relating to this march and attempt
to gain names and other pertinent information should she
learn of any who later plan to go to Washington.

~ 157-1307
(1)~ 44-696
1 -~ 157-1279

LNJ/piw
(3)
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OPTIONAL. FORM NO. 10 i
MAY 1962 EDITION

GSA FPMR (#1 CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

SrG (L1-696) DATE: 5/9/68

< ) -

s Henry 4, Cuimn Jdr.

SUBJECT: 1 FREKTN

JER I
Reur memo drted L1/20i/68.

Ray and his alieses wer
whbh the

Tdentificetion Qificer, Oak Ridgre PD
Shorter, PD, Clinton, Tenessee
sraden, fndercon Gounty Sheriffts Of{ice
Ho.liis, PD, Loke (ity, Tenn
Rea, Credit “ure-~u Inc.

e
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