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Pames Earl R@y‘_”w

By WILLARD YARBROUGH
News-Sentinel Stait writer
PETROS, . March 26 — Why does James -.

 Earl Ray avoid reporters? “Because,” he told

. this reporter late yesterday, ‘“my lawyer told . .

me interviews could jeopardize my appeals to ..
_overturn my conviction, since something I
. might say could be mlsmterprcted or lifted out
* of context."” .
. Then why did the convicted assassin of Civ- 4

il -Rights leader Dr. Martin Luther King in::
.. Memphis some three years ago grant me an

exclusive interview for this newspaper? The
first one, mcxdentally, since his apprehension =
-in England as he attempted to board a plane § |
g to Spain in his flight from America, - - ? g

He, permitted the interview, as some 20|

newsmen and television cameramen on annualg
open house  day at Brushy Mountain State. &
Prison here gnaghed their teeth outside, be-
cause I asked him. It was a simple thing, B

“ .~ PULLED COVER OVER HEAD - s
Earlier, during: a special visit here by. thﬁ‘ |
it -writer and WBIR-TV newsman Carl Warner,
'~ Ray lay on his cot behind his locked door in

- Cellblock "B and pulled covers over his head.

" He feigned sleep, but even then I spoke to him' .+

. and got silence in return. S

, This time, as others of the media inter- i«

*" -viewed his cellblock mates about the most cel-
" ebrated inmate -among the 360 here, Fmerely- £

~knelt. at .his cell, told the agam-covered form .ty .

who. I was, thathould like to interview him

i, ~now or later, and to check with others about Ge
Cmy credentials. :

o Fifteen - minutes later, Chaplam Herbert

" Carlock Jr,, who pastors’ Qak Ridge's First..:

Cumberland Presbyterian Church, sought me

'~ out in the prison yard, said Ray wanted to talk ..

with me and nobody else. Rev, Carlock ob- -

tained a master key and we were in Ray’s eell "

- w:thm a mmute '

WORKS SIX HOURS EACH DAY

Here's what Ray had to say: :
“I dccidcd to trust you so that I could. m .

1'~ BUREAU (4k4- 38861)
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S A News-Sentinel
.  Exclusive

people outside know that I wasn’t crazy. Some
1. people have thought so, since I always hide
# - when the press come around. . :

“I do not cause trouble here. I work six

¥ hours a day, seven days a week. My jobis, -

b serving food to my celimates, which requires

our cellblock, o

“Once a day I get outside the cellblock—
. our doors to individual cells are always open
—and go to the gymnasium for exercise. I do
this soon after arising around 5:30 a.m.”

What does he do in-between?

il sterwald, in Washington, He was down to see
me shout appeals of my conviction two weeks

ago. J read Knoxville newspapers. 1 read mag- .~

. azines. I watch television.”
" ASLEEP BY 8 EVERY NIGHT.
’ and lights and.electricity are turned off at 11

p.m. weekdays, later on weekends. Ray
&(couldn’t care less, .

and exercising I'm beat.” .
.. Warden Robert Moore and Ray’s cellmates

term him a ‘‘model prisoner.” One longtimer
. in Cellblock B’ said cellmates don’t ask Ray

.. about the assassination that rocked the world'.'-f

L “We don’t pry into his affairs, he doesn’t talk

" about the slaying, and he doesn’t pry into our

;';ersonal affairs,” said a Ray next-door neigh-
or, |

On one cot in Ray’s cell was a portable

typewriter, furnished by lawyer Finsterwald,

i, Ray is sparing with stamps and paper, since’

:* he carns only 35 cents daily for his six-hour work

BT T TRe [ i C

two hours at each meal, and to housekeep in - -

“I write memos to my lawyer, Bernard Fin-.

His- ll-inch set is suspended above his cot,. .

Ex”' "“I't in bed and asleep by 8 every 'n‘i‘gh_t,"’,he’v_ L
¢« said. “Y must sack in early because I'm up at '’
5:30 a.m. next day, and when I ﬁnish‘ working .

" to one question:- ““I cannot. talk with you be- . {,

one.” He gets no special favors, expects none, '

HAS GAINED SINCE TRANSFER Lot

. Now 42 and weighing around 175 pounds, he ' '
v said he had gained 20 pounds since being .
- transferred to Tennessee’s maximum security , |-
prison here a year ago from the main peniten-
. tiary at Nashville. .

¢ Ray is supreinely confident that his laWyer "

~“will win his case eventually, whether. exonera- , ia
" tion via a new trial or whatever, but he stead-

fastly declines to discuss his predicament on . .
advice of counsel. o
He is, nonctheless, somewhat nervous hut
quite calm when he explains he has no fear of
bodily harm from fellow inmates—even the |1
blacks whose onetime hero he stands convict- . .
ed of slaying. : o I N
“Prisoners here, white or black, aren't
concerned about such things,” Ray said, "All !¢
of us arc concerned about day-to-day existence 1
and perhaps the day when we won't be- locked i
up anymare," B : Cor e
“ TURNS BACK ON NEWSMEN R R
' By now prison ‘guard Richard Davis, who .;
had carried the message that Ray would talk
with me, entered the cell and sat down. Behind "5 .
him came" the press. And Ray’s-only media-
interview was over; v .
He " rose slowly" and»turned his back on X
them, TV camerman Warner got one answer

i

cause my lawyer said I could not discuss the -
case with the press.” - .
. State Corrections Commissioner Mark Lut-,. ",
trell suggested the jammed cellblock hallway
" be cleared, since Ray didn’t want to be inter~- .,
viewed, and that's what happened. But earlier,

*Warner and a .Nashville television crew let

their cameras whirr as Ray lay under the cov- . .
ers: WBIR-TV will show- its strip at 6p. m.,
Saturday. N : Loy

chores. But he insists he wants for mbtiime== "
points out .he doesn’t smoke, and that heis ',
“just .another. prisoner and am treated as .- ‘
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 19€2 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
Memorandum

TO : SAC, (44-696) DATE: 5/6/71
FROM : SA JEAN B. ST. PIERRE, JR.
SUBJECT: JAMES EARL RAY

wWarden R, H. MOORE, Brushy Mountain Prison,
Petros, Tenn., was contacted by the writer concernlng the
attempt by JAMES EARL RAY to escape from this prison 5/3/71.

S

wWwarden MOORE stated that he had received information
from inside the prison that RAY was going to attempt to
escape after "he got a visit". Warden MOORE speculated
that "visit" was a code word for outcome of appeal, which
appeal was turned down. MOORE advised that RAY attempted
his escape as described in the newspaper article taken
from The Oak Ridger, Oak Ridge, Tenn., dated 5/3/71, and
that he was accompanied by another inmate by the name of
MORELOCK. MOORE stated that MORELOCK had been assigned to
inside plumbing, knew the tunnel work and also had access
to tools which probably accounted for RAY's choice of
MORELOCK as an escape companion.

Warden MOORE was specifically questioned as to
whether any outside help had been utilized in attempting to
perpetrate RAY's escape and as to the identity of this
outside help, if any. He advised that JAMES EARL RAY's
brother, name unknown, who was believed to be staying with
RAY's lawyer, a Mr. STONE, appeared at Brushy Mountain Prison
around 2 P,M., 5/3/71, and requested to visit RAY., He was
questioned by the warden as to why he had happened to be at
the prison on that date and he replied that STONE had gone
to Florida, and he decided to visit his brother. After the
story of RAY's attempted escape was released to the press
and became public, RAY's brother was_advised that RAY could
not receive visitors.

It is warden MOORE's theory, although he cannot
substantiate it, that RAY's brother was aware of the escape
plan well in advance of the attempt and that he was in the
area to pick up RAY once he made good his escape.
- 696 - 431
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James Earl Ray, convicted of
killing Martin Luther King Jr. in
Memphis in April, 1968, broke

out of his cell at Brushy
Mountain State Prison at Petros
during the night,

But he was recaptured.in the
yard of the maximum security

g v e g

prison as he looked for a way_to
get over the prison wall. -

The escape attempt was
confirmed early this afternoon
by Mark Luttrell, State
Corrections Commissioner in
Nashville, after he was asked
about unofficial reports of the
escape attempt, )

Luttrell credited Prison
Warden Robert Moore with
foiling Ray's escape.

Luttrell said Moore heard a
noise in the prison about 3 a.m.
and ordered guards to- check
Ray’s cell first. .

There, they said, they noticed
what appeared to be a man

-asleep in a bunk, but’ further

examination showed that Ray
had somehow come upon a wig

" and put it atop a roll of blankets
i in the bunk. ’

Guards discovered that Ray

-+ had chipped through concrete in
¢ his cell and sawed through bars

to gain access to a heating vent.
Luttrell quoted Moore as

saying Ray slipped outside

- Nashville the next day and was

!
U

{Indicate page, name of
:newspaper, city and state.)

.
through the heating vent and 3} !
into the compound.g ’ | Front Page
Luttrell said Ray was ___ :
recaptured within 25 minutes 1 ¢
after the disturbance in or near = m dger i
Ray’s cell was first noticed by The Oak Ridg
the guards. —_— :
Ray pled guilty March 10, 1969, ‘
to the sniper slaying of King in Oak Ridge '
Memphis on April 4, 1968. He-
entered the state penitentiary in ——

transferred a year ago to the; Tennessee
East Tennessee prison at Petros. '
At that time Brushy Mountain ™
became the state’s maximum:
security prison under a!
reclassification of the Tennessee -
prison system. )
Ray has sought several times:
to get a new trial in the King.
slaying, each time on grounds '——
that he was pressured into the !
plea by his attorney. Each time |
he has lost, the latest turndown :
coming in Memphis Feb. 27. .
No announcement of the in- °*'** May 3, I9TI
cident was made. Confirmation Edition:

; — From Page One

« came only after unofficial
¢ reports. An anonymous caller
. said that prison officials were
" trying to keep the incident

—

(Continued on Page 11 No.13) ~ Author:
: Editor:

. .o | Title: JAMES EARL RAY7

-7 |DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING,

JR.= VICTIM

™ 'According to these reports
"~ another life term prisoner was .

Chumctec.R - CONSPIRAC‘I}
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. “secret” but that he (the caller) ‘:help.mgt Ray with his escape . or UFAC=ROBBERY %
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commissioner, however. : ! Day” tour at the_pﬂ?on, Ray - F

The unofficial report was that , . ;. granted an excl;sweghmte;v'xle‘:gve \ -

' Ray was acting as a janitor at : "t Willard Yarbrough, o : o
! ' the time the attempted escape " Knoxville News-Sentinel. At that . Lt -6 9¢ - 433
: was tried. Some new inmates " time he had been described by o~ : o
* were being transferred in from . prison _officials as a model - SEARCHED _ INDEXED) o
i county jails and Ray is reported . ) prisoner. _ ‘ e SERIALIZED. & FILED C — E
Ll s wich he s o~ HAY 6 - 197]
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DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 5/6/71

/
/éc.mm(u«& } (RUC)

JAMES BARL RAY, aka)
DR. MARTIN LUTHER ’ - VICTIM
CR =~ CONSPIRACY:

UFAC - ROBBERY

Enclosed is a clipping from The Qs
newspaper dated 5/3/71, relating an escape attmpt hy
subject.

Subneguent to the publication of this article,
contact was made with Warden R. H. MOORE, Brushy Mountain
Prison, at which time he furnished the following information:

Warden MOORE stated that he had received infor-
mation from inside the prison that BRAY was going to attempt
to escape after “he got a visit®. Warden MOORE speculated
that "visit" was a code word for cutcome of appeal, which
appeal was turned down. MOORE aﬂﬂnc& that RAY attempted
his mmm as described in the newspap rt r

e Oak Ridger, Oak Ridge, rmmm, dam $/3/71, and that
panied by another inmate by the name of HMORBELOCK.
MOORE ataw mn MORELOCK had been assigned to inside
plumbing, knew the tumnel work and also had access ta teools
vhich probably accounted for RAY's choice of MORRLCX
escape companion.

Warden MOORE was specifically guestioned as to
whether any outside help had been utilized in attempting to
perpetrate RAY's escape and as to the identity of this
outside help, if any. He advised that JAMES EARL RAY's
brother, name unknown, who was believed to be staying with
RAY's lawyer, a Mr. STONE, appeared at Brushy Mountain Prison
around 2:00 PM, 5/3/71, and requested to visit RAY. He was

gquestioned by the warden as to why he had happened to be at
SEARCHED

J(c_)_
kvL_

Gif — C56 - 34
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the prison on that date and he replied that STONE had gone
to Florida and he decided to visit his brother. After the
story of RAY's attempted escape was released to the press
ard became public, RAY's brother was advised that RAY ecould
not receive visitors.

It is Warden MOORE's theory, -although he cannot
substantiate it, that RAY's brother was aware of the escape
plan well in advance of the attempt and that he was in the
area to pick up RAY once he made good his sscape.

Foregoing furnished as of possible interest to
the Bureau and 00.
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PETROS (AP) — James Earl *
Ray, scrving 99 years for the as-
sassination of Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr., made what the prison
warden termecd a well-planned
but unsuccessful attempt Mon-
day to escape.

Ray got out of his cell at
Brushy Mountain Prison, Ten-
nessee's maximum security fa-
cility, but was turned back by
}\cut in a steam pipe tunnel.

“It was a well-conceived es
cape attempt and one he ob

wviously had d

\)lnnnod a long ;-
said
Warden Robert .
H. Moore, .

“First, he re-
moved a con- iih
crete block in i:%
his cell and got *
out into an air
chamber — a
ventilating area -
behind the cell- o ;
block, He Ray ’
crawled along the alr chamber |
to the end and sawed one bar
and broke another with a cmw-_
bar.

“Ite pulled himsell through °
the hole and got out into the’
priron yard behind  the coll-,
block, Then he went to the -

ol

steam funnel which leads to our ¢
stem plant about 100 yards outs

side the nrison,

~—enviously got too hotfcz.

him in the tunnel - our engi-
neer (ells me it gels up to 400 ¢
degrees fahrenheit in there =
and he had to come back out. .
‘*Some guards in the cellblock
next to Ray’s heard the noise
when he was sawing through the
bar, checked and found Ray
missing and sounded an alarm.”
Moore said guards notified
him at 3 a.m. of the escape at-
tempt and that Ray was found
vard at .

3:15,

Even if Ray had gotien to the
end of the steam tunnel, Moora
said, he would have run into
more trouble,’

‘“There i3 concrete and bars at
‘the end of the tunnel and if he
could have stood the heat he
would still have had to saw his -

way through the bars,” Moore .
~gaid,

Moore said Ray, who pleaded
guxlty to the sniper slaying of
b—-—-—-——". I

L

e

" murder,” the warden recalled.

" an open house for newdmen and

JRSRP——

Ky &ilSide & Mempimsmord]
on April 4, 1068, got help In his |
escape bid from his cellmate,
Roy Morelock, 44, of Greene
County.

Moore said Morelock, serving
a life term as an habitual crimi-
nal, was a prison maintenance
man -and apparently supplied
Ray with a hacksaw, crowbar,.
hammers and chisel he usein
the escape bid.

“Morelock had access to such
tools as these and he obvxously
intended to escape with Ray,”
Moore said. “Our guards caught
up wiil (he attempt /o funl he

didn'l have time to get out ok
the cell.” ]

“You know, Ray escaped from
the Missouri State Prison before
he was arrested for the King

“I think he escaped througha
tunnel there.”

Moore hecame watden of
Brushy Mountain prison in Thaak
Tennessoa  In early  Muarch.
Ahoul two weeks later he held

| {Indicate page, name of

newspaper, city and state.)
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Brushets most famous {nmate,
as a ‘‘model prisoner.”

Ray himself granted the first
interdew. since his arrest and

3
-

CONVICUON "M Memphis-ii-Maie
1969 for the King killing, .
“I do not cause trouble here,”
Ray told a reporter. *“I work sjx
hours a day, seven days a week,

My job is serving food to my

cellmates, which requires two’
hours at each meal.” :
He said he had gained 20

pounds since being transferred
from the main prison in Nash-
ville 14 months ago to Brushy
and now weighed 175 pounds,

Moore said both Ray and
Morclock had been moved from:
what he called a working area,
of the prison to its maximum;
security section. They were put
in separate cells.

Ray has sought several times
to obtain a new trial in the King
killing, contending he was pres-
sured by his lawyer into plead-
ing guilty. Each time he has
lost, the latest rejection coming
in Memphis Feb, 27. it

SR —
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L Over And Out

i Brushy Mountain State Prison Warden Robert H. :
- Moore holds a piece of concrete James Earl Ray':

i chipped through the wall of his cell to gain agcess to

* a heating vent through which he attempted to escape

' Monday morning. The couvict was recaptured in the’

" compound at the maximum security prison at Petros .
.shcr.'l;,:-after cllmbmg through thlS hole above his hunkh

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Sieam Heat Thwarted Plan

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

Compiled From Press Dispotches

-PETROS, Tenn., May 4—James Earl Ray, termed

by Brushy Mountain State Prison Warden Robert Moore
- and cellmates as a “model prisoner” just a month ago —THE KNOXVILLE
fdiled in an escape attempt yesterday at the maximuﬂ{ T f NEWS=-SENTINEL
. . ecurity prison. VL
%t News-Sentinel staff writer Wl.
i

___KNOXVILLE, TENN,
i lard Yarbrough quoted. Ray ifi : XYI ’ '
an exclusive interview March 25’ PAGE /

% as saymg he was “just another: )
§ prisoner’” at Brushy Montain, ——
4 and was treated like one. It was
the first interview with the con-
victed slayer of Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. sifice Ray's arrest -—_
and conviction. ~
Ray was housed In a “mini-
mum security” cellblock, and
was allowed the run of the block
as much as other prisoners held:
there, workmg as a meal server,

for other men in the block. ' . : )
% v ‘ 1 5—. 4" 7/

4 Rya tried to flee the prison at Date:
: 4 about 3 a.m. yesterday, but was . HOME
Iz / ; caught in the prison yard about: v Edion:” HOM ‘
% i 20 minutes after he broke out of Author: :
HSL__“ ‘{m.wmj his cell. L Edttor: Wﬁ L. MILLETT .
JAMES EARL RAY Went Through Tunnel Title: :
Foo hol in tunnel Had he waited a few weeks,, :
; “¥.i—— he might have been successful MURKIN
m his escape attempt. o BUFILE uu-38861
" His carefully-planned escape Character; ME 44«
route was to be through a huge or SN
concrete steam tunnel that runs
about 100 yeards outside the ' Classification:
prison walls. But the 400-degree . Submitting Office! KNOXVILLE
heat in the tunnel drove Ray
back and he was captured while [ Being Investigated
trying to find some other route ¢
of escape,. .

The tunnel carries 10-inch
steam lines to various parts of
the prison for heat and the .. —
steam will be shut off for the " “ARCHED INDEXED e

summer in sever.al more weeks. . SERIALIZED.. ERe
No Chance in Tunnel . i ' 1
“He didn’t have a chance in } MA 7 197 ﬂ

that tunnel,” said Warden Rob- FBl < KNOXVILLE
ert Moore. ‘“Apparently he |
found it too hot in there for com-
Srt-wmd-backed out. That steamss

-

.
] t"“m
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tunnel issbout 400 degrees Fah--
renheit,” -
Even if Ray had gotten to the!

end of the steam tunnel, Moore '

said, he would have run into
more trouble, :

“There is concrete and barg at
the end of the tunnel and if he

could have stood the heat he

" would still have ha dto saw his|!

: wag(}ir through the bars,” Moore
* said.

“He was in the tunnel for only
avout 10 minutes,” Moore said,
“and he had a few burns but
they didn’t appear to be seri-
ous.”

IMoore said it would have been
impossible for Ray to have
reached the end of the tunnel
without being scalded to death
in the 400-degree heat. The tun-
nel, which leads to the prison
steam plant outside the prison
walls, supplies steam to the
prison mess hall and is in use
year round. '

Well-Planned Effort

Otherwise, it was a “well-con-

rc%'cd escape attempt,” Moore
said,

“I believe that he had his
plans ready, and you know, he
recently lost an appeal for a
new trial. That probably set him
ofl,” Moore said,

“First, he removed a concrete
block in his cell and got out into
an air chamber, a ventilating .
area behind the cellblock. He.
crawled along the air chamber !
to the end and sawed one bar
;'md broke another with a crow-
pHI N N i
“He pulled himselp throngh
lhc hole and got out into the
- prison yard behind the cell-
black, Then he went to the
steamy funnel which leads to our
steam phast about 100 yards outs |
L2 1R son," . e

T

i

0875 No Resisianca ..,

L 6T, ap ?Y 1 :
Ray, who came here ahouta:“buih?i;"%‘; avéggc;’larfr?ilggcs%rrggi

year ago to serve his 99-year
prison term for the King slay-
ing, offered no resistance when

he was found by prison guards, -

crouching in shadows of another

building on. the grounds—the SYStem

maximum security building. .
“I believe he was looking for
some place - to hide until he
could find another way out,”
Moore' said. .

But getting out of here isn’t
easy. There’s a 20-foot concrete
block wall carrying an electric
charge of 2300 volts in wires at
the top. Some have made it, but
not often. The wall is guarded
by .eight guard towers manned
night and day.

Ray is no stranger to escapes
and was, in fact, a fugitive from
Missouri at the time King was
slain, . )

Escaped in Missouri

Ray had served seven years of
a 20-year armed robbery sen-
tence'when he escaped from the
Missouri State Prison at Jeffer-
son City on April 23, 1967,

He made good his escape by
hiding in a bread truck that was
leaving the prison after boast-
ing, according to fellow prisoner
Raymond Curtis, -that he would
collect a reported bounty of $1
million that had been offered for
King. i

During the intensive manhunt
for Ray after the assassination
of King, Curtis, ‘then serving
time at Dalton, Ga., told news-
men__that, Ray never talked

[y

‘about his plans,

thing, you could bet they’d be
thorough plans.”

His arrest record before. he
entered the Tennessee prison
shows he first was
booked on suspicion of burglary
in Los Angeles. and was placed
on two years’ probation. He had
been in and out of various jails
and prisons on various charges
until he was sentenced to the
Missouri prison in 1967.

Ray apparently had been
working on the escape for
months, with his cellmate, a
lifer named Roy Morelock.

Aide Is a Plumber

Morelock, a plumber on the
inside maintenance crew, is be-
lieved to have supplied the tools
from the shop that Ray needed
to make the break attempt.

“Morelock had access to such
tools as these and he obviously
intended to escape with Ray,”
Moore said. “Our guards caught
up the attempt so fast he didn’t

have time to get out of the cell.” |

“We knew something was
wrong when a guard found the
bar cut away from the ventila-
tion fan at ‘the back of the ceil
block,” Moore said. “Then the
manhole cover (to the tunnel)
was found lying on the ground.
We made a quick bed check and
discovered Ray missing."

Ray had set up a dummy in his
bunk in an attempt to fool the
guards. .

Board Meeting Due

Ray's future here will be de-
termined by a disciplinary
board made up of three mem-
bers of the prison staff. They
will decide on punishment and
where he will be housed in the
future.

Moore

became warden of

”Cﬂ]lcdﬂ‘LOl\Qf’ ' & w;} in carly>-Massh,

About two weeks later he held
an open house for newsmen and
at that time he described Ray,
Brushy’s most famous inmate,
as a ‘“‘model prisoner.” 1
Ray himself ‘granted the first!
interview since his arrest and:
conviction in Memphis in March,
1969 for the King killing. . = -
*“I do not cause trouble here,”:
Ray had told Yarbrough. “I:
work six hours a day, seven:
days.a week. My job is serving.
food . to my cellinates, which re-,
quires two hours at each meal.”
He said he had gained 20
pounds since being transferred;
from the. main prison in Nash-,
ville 14 months ago to Brushy
and now weighed 175 pounds.’
~ One thing is {for certain, Ray’s
stay -here won't be quite as re-’
laxed as'it has been. . .
Surveillance Vowed i
Up to now he has been housed:
in a cellblock, along a corridor:
with 10 cells which ‘have little"
confinement in  the individual:
cells. - . : :
The inmates of this section
are able to visit from cell to cell:
‘during their leisure time. Ray;
was assigned to a cleanup de-
tail, and carried food to other:
prisoners in the section. -
| “I don’t know what punish-
ment Ray will get for this,” said
State Correction Commissioner
Mark Luttrell, but he said he
would be under closer surveil

lancefrommnowon, L, -y

‘Bausky~Mauntain Prisog in Eagt

- .
-
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,‘Jvcu'ne‘s Earl Ray.Cafug?ﬁ' in Effort |
 To Flee Brushy Mountain Prison

PETROS, Temn. (AP) —
‘James Earl Ray, serving ‘99
years for killing Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr., made an un~
successful- attempt Monday to
escape from prison.

Ray sawed and hacked his
way out of his cell in Brushy
Mountain prison, but guards re-
captured him in less than a half
hour before he could find a way
to get over the prison wall.

The 42:year-old Ray pleaded
guilty to the sniper slaying of
King outside a Memphis motel
on April 4, 1968,

Warden Robert H. Moore said
Ray used a hacksaw, appar-
ently slipped to him by his cell-
mate, Roy Morelock, to cut

_ibrough ofe bar of his™ g8

“He sawed through the bar!
and got a clearance of 18 _,to;
24 inches,” Moore said. “Then
he crawled out and got into a:
heating  tunnel where the:
temperature sometimes gets up
to 400 degrees.

" “It apparently ‘got too hot for
him in there and he came out.
Our guards apprehended hini.”

Moore said Morelock, serving
a life term as an habilual
criminal from Greene County,
worked as a prison maintenance
man and had access to such
tools as hacksaws.

“I figure Morelock élipped the
hacksaw to Ray and they both:
intended, to _escaped’  Moone

1 «J‘Y‘L:L

Serar—25ul - guards <hoamde.a

noise, checked Ray’'s cell and
discovered him missing. More-
Tock didn’t have time to try an
get out.,” .

Moore . became warden of
Brushy Mountain prison in early
March. About two weeks later
he held an open house for news-|
men, and at that time he de-
scribed Ray as a “model
prisoner.” ‘
© Ray himself granted the first
interviow since his arrest and
convielion in Memphis in March
1969 for the King killing, , =

“I do not cause trouble hore,”| .
Ray tfold a reporter. “I work
six hours a day, seven days;
a week. My job is serving food:
to my ccllmates, which requires
two hours at each meal.”

e said he had gained 20
pounds since he was (ransferred
{from the main prison in Nash-
ville 14 months ago to Brushy
and now weighed 175 pounds. | |

4 Aid Ray and WoToock
had been moved f[rom what he
called a working area .of the
prison to its maximum security:
section. They were put in sep-
arate cells, .

Ray has, sought several times
to obtain-a new trial -in the
King killing, contending he was
prossured by his lawyer into
pleading guilty. Kach Llime he
thas lost, the latest rejection
eaming.in Memphis op Foh, 27,
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12/26/72

on 12/24/72, at approximately 9:34 AM, the
Chattanooga, Tennessee, telephone security rator
telephonically advised the Security Patrol Clerk ROMALD
Mesfthamnkﬁﬁmtkatmofmeh&tMa
m.sa,

Knew all about DF. NARFIN LOTHER

m*smmwe&m
itmmmmzawmwmnzmm it investi-
gated. No reason was given by the caller for net contacting

the ¥BI directly.

This is furnished for possible information.

m city ‘ SEARCHID.
~ Fnoxville G AS
INDER e
{4} % Yo 5
| FILED o e
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 18682 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

To . SAC DATE: 6-16-74
FROM : yILLIAM T. BECKLER
SUBJECT:  JAMES EARL RAY (L4-696)

CS At 12:30 AM thils date an individual glving name as
John Travers, Chattanooga, Tenn., telephonically advised that
earlier in the evenling he heard a man in a motel state that he
was golng to "Bust" James Earl Ray out of prison sometime next
week. Complainant sald that the unknown man was in travelling
status and did not know where he was going.

When pressed for an address or phone number where he
could be contacted caller refused. He sald that he was calling
from a pay phone and that he was goilng to call the police dept.
in Chattanooga or the Secret Service. He would not give any
detalls concerning the matter other than stated above.

\ FBl— KivOKv ine \
Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan @7 ) ‘
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6/17/74

AIRTEL AIR MAIL
70: SAC, MEMPRIS (44-1987)

FROM: SAC, KNOXVILLE (44-696) (RUC)
RE: MURKIN

Re Knoxville telephone call to Memphis, 6/17/74.

In the early A.M., 6/16/74, a Security Patrol
Clerk of the Knoxville ¢ffice received a telephone call
from an individual identifying himself only as JOHEN
TRAVERS, Chattanooga, Tennessee. This individual stated
that earlier that evening he had overheard a man in a
motel, not further identified, state that he was going to
*husgt” JAMES EARL RAY out of prison sometime the following
week. The caller said that the person making such statement
wae unknown to him.

MWWM&M&%&:M& number
where he could contacted, the telephone caller refused
and would not give any further details.

Rnoxville indices negative concerning JOHN TRAVERS.
Telephone and City Directories also megative re JOHN TRAVERS.

This is furnished for informatiomn of Hmhis.

- Memphis
5 Reowille U@ -4 o-
WWE:1hm Search
3 y et T

Indexed
-
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dRseaNAL SENT BU

- WASHINGTON (AP) — The staff of a
Senate committee said Tuesday that the
FBI waged a campaign against the late
Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. including
sending a letter_which King interpreted
as a suggestion he commit suicide.

The campaign to destroy King's influ-
ence also included the planting of 16 elec-
tronic bugs and eight wiretaps and an ef-
fort to hand pick and promote a successor
as the nation's most influential black
leader, committee lawyers said.

The disclosures came as the top law-
yers of the Senate intelligence committee
detailed FBI efforts to investigate, infil-
trate and discredit thousands of persons
in groups ranging trom the Ku Klux Kian
and the Communist Party to the women's
liberation movement. A

Chief counse! F. A. O. Schwarz III and
minority counsel Curtis Smothers said the
full extent of the bureau’s activities may
never be known because most of Director
J. Edgar Hoover's personal files were de-
stroyed shortly after, his death in 1972.

The staff lawyvers gave the most
complete account to date of the FBI's
counterintelligence, or Cointel programs,
which were aimed at disrupting the per-
sonal lives of members of alleged terror-
ist, radical or new left groups by causing
them to lose their jobs, fight among
themselves or be arrested by local police.

They documented Several attempts at

ON_//-

destroying the marriages of such persons
through anonymous letters written by

FBI agents. . erias®
In the case of King, Smothers testified
that a draft of the anonymous letter his
wife received was found at FBI headquar- -
ters in the file of deputy director William
Sullivan, B =
They said Sullivan maintains the draft*
letter was planted in his files by persons
attempting to discredit him. B
But they added the FBI does not dis- :
pute its authorship of the letter or the -
fact it was delivered to King. = etwmmimm—nb -
King received the letter just 34 days
before he was to receive the Nobel Peace -
Prize in 1965, an event which Schwarz
said generated intense FBI efforts to find .,
information to discredit King. s ;
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, T NCCJ Condemns FBi. V - ,
" ‘Harassment’ of King | :

{Indicate page, name of
In the wake of revelations relating to newspaper, city and state.)
FBI harassment of the late Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr., the Knoxville Round C -
. “Table of the National Conference of
Christians and Jews (NCCJ) has con- . - N
demned the bureau for its alleged perse- . — <
-~ cution of the Civil Rights leader. mmm————ts .
- : Members of the Knoxville chapter’s -1 The Knoxville
. : . : . board registered their protest at a recent ;
meeting. “‘Dr. King was ore of the strong- News-Sentinel
‘ est advocates and embodiments of the —¥n
brotherhood of man and fatherhood of i oxville, Tennessee
- . God,’ which is NCCJ’s stated purpose,’ o . R
’ chapter director Lilliam Mashburn ob- s
. w . served after the meeting. . % ) PR
‘ . At the -meeting, according to Mrs. - . S
.o Mashburn, the group resolved to ‘‘urge - -8 .
<. . R . and insist that our congressmen oversee . PAGE &-%
. with greatér scrutiny the conduct of the : ) .
. FBI in their investigations of Civil Rights ) — o
. © activitists seeking to secure their rights ~ ¢
under the Constitution.” - awecew .
° Bl
- Co /L‘ !
. * : 1] _:l;c .‘ . B
. "y‘l
. . ¢ p; 'l ) .
° . L. - _’
. - . ‘ -
- s . ) -’ g -
o ' .- - ; . Date: \\ 30 l'\
. . - L. U e . Edition: CITY -
- ’ . Author: ’
. oot . - - Editor: Ralph L. Millett ,JI‘ .
i . Title:
.
: é MURKIN
o ¢ | Choracter: .
* . W ) N . or °
. ) . ‘ ’ - Classffication: A-/";~696 —4[
' . Submitiing Office:  Knéxvill
‘ . . [:] Be!ancqucled
s o N s
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'Request To Test King "\

Case Evidence Studied

JACKSON, Tenn. (AP) — A request
by CBS to test ballistics evidence in the «
Martin Luther King Jr. slaying has been
taken under advisement by the Tennessee
Court of Criminal Appeals.

The judges on the panel said yesterday
that initial issues to be decided are
whether the court has jurisdiction in the
matter. :

CBS wants to examine and photograph
evidence in the King case for a Jan. &
broadcast. . ’

Judge Joe Duncan, Knoxvilie, a mem-
ber of the appeals court panel, expressed
reservations about giving CBS access to R
the evidence because it might cause a
stampede.

“Every nut in the world would be here
with his expert,” Duncan said. >—*——3%
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12/12/75

CODE
TELETYPE NITEL
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (]00-]106670)
FROM: KNOXVILLE (]00-~3550) (RUC)

ATTENTION: INTD
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. BUDED DEC. ]2, 1975.
RE BUREAU TELETYPE DEC. 10, 197S5.
 FOR INFORMATION OF THE BUREAU, THE BELOW-LISTED FILES
CONTAIN NO INFORMATION REGARDING ANY COINTELPRO PROPOSALS
OR REQUESTS FOR ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCES BY THE KNOXVILLE
DIVISION ON THE INDIVIDUALS OR ORGANIZATIONS SET FORTH
IN REFERENCED TELETYPE. IN ADDITION, THESE FILES CONTAIN
NO TAPES, ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE LOGS, TRANSCRIPTS, PHOTO- .
GRAPHS OR BULKY EXHIBITS. '
FOLLOWING IS AN INVENTORY OF MAIN FILES ON xxnzvxnﬁgggi
_AND ORGANIZATIONS REQUESTED syiwnz BUREAU . | {_ )\
]. A. KX FILE 44-696, BUFILE 44-3886].

B. MURKIN. . g
‘ ’ ’ S
C. COVERAGE OF LEADS FROM OTHER OFFICES TO IDENTIF?vZ_\‘

PURCHASER OF RIFLE AND CAR USED BY SUBJECT IN KILEI&G;
TO IDENTIFY LAUNDRY MARKS FPOUND ON CLOTHING ABANDONED BY

.

(1 F 44-696

\ HAM/s}w ‘ ’ - ,
@) A f i
e

Y- (G-
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KX 100-3550 PAGE TWO

SUBJECT; TO LOCATE AND IDENTIFY SUSPECTS IN THIS CASE;

AND TO CONTACT LOGICAL SOURCES, INCLUDING INFORMANTS,
POLICE DEPARTMENTS, CREDIT BUREAUS, AUTOMOBILE REGISTRA-
TION AGENCIES, DANCE STUDIOS, COUNTY COURT CLERKS AND
VARIOUS COURTS, HOUSING FACILITIES, BANKING INSTITUTIONS,
ETC.; AND BACKGROUND INFORMATION REGARDING JAMES EARL RAY.

D. THREE VOLUMES WITH 444 SERIALS AND A ]A FILE
WITH 18 ENTRIES, THE MAJORITY OF WHICH ARE PHOTOGRAPHS
OF RAY AND ARTIST'S CONCEPTION PHOTOS.

2. A. XX FILE 100~3550, BUFILE }GO~105670.

B. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.; SM~-C.

C, COMMUNICATIONS PROM OTHER OFFICES SETTIHNG FORTH
INFORMATION REGARDING IﬁDIVIDEALS IN KNOXVILLE DIVISION,
INFORMATION RE TESTIMONIAL DINNER FOR Kiﬂ@ AT éﬁATfANGéGA;
TENN,, IN 1965, INFORMATION RE KING'S VISIT TO~HIGKLA§?ER'
POLK SCHOOL IN 1957 AND TWO NEWSPAPER CLIP?INGS. A o

D. ONE VOLUME WITH ]2 SERIALS.

A. KX FILE ]157-253, BUFILE ]157-]025.

B. PLOT? TO ASSASSINATE MARTIN LUTHER KING AND

_f!

B g
P o)
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KX 100-3550 PAGE THREE
JACK GREENBERG, ATTORNEY, NAACP, MOBILE, ALABAMA, MAY 17,
1964 RM.

C. CONTACTS WITH CONFIDENTIAL SOURCES RE ABOVE PLOT
AS INFORMATION RECEIVED THAT SEVERAL ARMED MEN TO BE
STATIONED WHERE GREENBERG AND KING SCHEDULED TO SPEAK
MAY 17, 1964, MOBILE, ALABAMA.

D. ONE VOLUME WITH ]4 SERIALS.

A. KX FILE ]57-23]19.

B. FIRST ANNUAL MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. PARADE,
CHATTANOOGA, TENNESSEE, JAN. 15, 1972;: CIVIL UHREST.:

C. A PEACEFUL PARADE WAS HELD IN HONOR OF KING'S
BIRTHDAY AT CHATTANOOGA JAN. 15, ]1972, WITH NO IN&IDEN?S‘
SGME‘PARTICIPANTS IN PARADE SET FORTH.

D. ONE VOLUME WITH 37 SERIALS: INCLUDING NE@S?A?ER
CLIPPINGS.

A. XX FILE ]57-2]27.

B. DEMONSTRATIONS IN CONNECTION WITH hﬁNiVERSARY:

OF DEATH OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., APRIL 4, ]197]; RM.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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KX 100-3550 PAGE FOUR

C. INFORMATION RECEIVED VARIOUS GROUPS TO DEMONSTRATE
APRIL 4, ]197)], ON THIRD ANNIVERSARY OF DEATH OF KING;
CONTACTS WITH LOGICAL SOURCES, KNOXVILLE DIVISION, REVEALED
NO DEMONSTRATION REPORTED. |

D. ONE VOLUME WITH 6 SERIALS.

A. KX FILE ]157-1597, BUFILE ]157-12709.

B. COMMEMORATION OF THE DEATH OF MARTIN LUTHER KING,
JR., APRIL 4, ]969; RM,

C. INFORMATION RECEIVED THAT SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN
LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLC) PLANNED TO COMMEMORATE FIRST
ANNIVERSARY OF DEATH OF KING ON DAYS PRECEDING AND FOL~
LOWING APRIL 4, 1969. CONTACT WITH LOGICAL SOURCES AND
POLICE DEPARTMENTS, KNOXVILLE DIVISION, REVEALED NO
ACTIVITY OTHER THAN MEMORIAL SERVICE HELD LATE MARCH 1969,
IN CHATTANOOGA, WHERE FORMER TEACHER OF KING SPOKE,

D. ONE VOLUME WITH 28 SERIALS.

A. KX FILE ]57-1597, BUFILE ]57-12709,

B. SECOND ANNIVERSARY OF DEATH OP MARTIN LUTHER

KING, JR., APRIL 4, ]1970; RM,
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KX 100-3550 PAGE FIVE '

C. INFORMATION RECEIVED DEMONSTRATIONS TO OCCUR
THROUGHOUT THE UNITED STATES APRIL 4, 1970, COMMEMORATING
THE DEATH OF KING. CONTACT WITH LOGICAL SOURCES INDICATED
NO ACTIVITY OCCURRED, KNOXVILLE DIVISION,

D. ONE VOLUME WITH ]] SERIALS.

A. KX PILE ]57-1298. (NOTE: POUR BELOW-LISTED CASES
MAINTAINED IN ONE KX FILE, NO BUPILE NO. AVAILABLE.)

B. 1) ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.; RM.

2) MARTIN LUTHER KING MEMORIAL SERVICE, SUNDAY,
APRIL 7, 1968, EAST TENNESSEE.

3) DPROPOSED MOTORCADE, KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE, TO
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, APRIL 8, ]968, TO SUPPORT CITY OF
MEMPHIS SANITATION WORKERS; RM.

4) RACIAL SITUATION FOLLOWING ASSASSINATION OF
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., APRIL 4, ]968. '

C. 1) INFORMATION SET FORTH RIOTS MIGHT DEVELOPE,

AFTER DEATH OF KING. INFORMANTS AND MILITARY INTELLIGENCE

AGENCIES CONTACTED.

Lo

R £ s S Bt 1 TR e e
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KX 100-2550 PAGE SIX

2 & 4) LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICIALS AND OTHER
SOURCES REPORTED MEMORIAL AND PROTEST MARCHES HELD
APRIL 7, 1968, KNOXVILLE, KINGSPORT AND JOHNSON CITY,

TENNESSEE.

3) POLICE OFFICER REPORTED MOTORCADE TO LEAVE
KNOXVILLE FOR MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, APRIL 8, 1968, TO GIVE
SUPPORT TO SANITATION WORKERS' STRIKE IN THAT CITY.

D. ONE VOLUME WITH ]4 SERIALS.

A. KX FILE ]57-1279, BUFILE ]57-8424.

B. POOR PEOPLE'S CAMPAIGN; RM.

C. CONTACTS WITH INFORMANTS, LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT
AGENCIES, MILITARY INTELLIGENCE GROUPS AND TRANSPORTATION
COMPANIES RE TRAVEL OF PARTICIPANTS FROM EAST TENNESSEE
TO WASHINGTON, D. C., AND INFORMATION RE STOPOVER OF
PARTICIPANTS IN ELEVEN CHARTERED BUSES, CHILHOWEE PARK,
KNOXVILLE, TENN., MAY 9, ]968, AND INDIVIDUALS IN KNOXVILLE
AREA PARTICIPATING IN THIS MATTER. MAJORITY OF FILE CON-
SISTS OF NUMEROUS COMMUNICATIONS SETTING FORTH ITINERARY
OF PARTICIPANTS TO WASHINGTON, D. C., AND INDIVIDUALS

CONNECTED WITH THIS MATTER.
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KX 100-3550 PAGE SEVEN

D.
3. A.
B.

C.

KING, SR.

MITCHELL

THREE VOLUMES WITH 237 SERIALS.

WIFE, CORETTA KING -~ NO MAIN FILE,

FATHER, MARTIN LUTHER KING-SR. -~ NO MAIN FILE,

A, KX 44-]1343, BUFILE 44-60978.

B. MARCUS WAYNE CHENAULT, AKA; MRS. MARTIN LUTHER
- VICTIM: EDWARD BOYKINS -~ VICTIM; JIMMIE

-~ VICTIM: CR.

€., CONTACT WITH DRIVER OP GREYHOUND BUS,

CHATTANOOGA, TENN., WHO REPORTEDLY DROVE BUS OCCUPIED

BY SUBJECTS TO ATLANTA, GA., JUNE 30, 1974,

ALABAMA,

D. ONE VOLUME WITH ]] SERIALS.

A. KX FILE ]57-168, BUFILE ]57-88].

B. UNSUBS; BOMBING OF GASTON MOTEL, BIRMINGHAM,
MAY 1], 1963; BM,

UNSUBS; BOMBING OF THE RESIDEWCE OF REV.

A.D.W. KING, BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA, MAY 11, 1963; BM.

APRIL 3,

SIT-INS, BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA, RBREGINNING

1963; RM.
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KX 100-3550 PAGE EIGHT
C. INFORMATION RE WHEREABOUTS OF BOMBING SUSPECTS
DURING PERTINENT DATES OF BOMBINGS, CONTACTS WITH INFORMANTS,
ATTEMPTS TO ASCERTAIN IDENTITY OF AUTOMOBILE USED IN ABOVE,
CHECK OF LONG-DISTANCE TELEPHONE CALLS MADE BY BOMBING
SUSPECTS 30 DAYS PRIOR TO MAY ]2, 1963, AND INTERVIEWS
WITH MEMBERS OF UKA, INC., KKKK, WHO ATTENDED KLAN RALLY
MAY 1], 1963, ARD PHOTOGRAPHS OBTAINED.
D. SEVEN VOLUMES WITH ]33 SERIALS, MAJORITY OF
FILES CONTAIN LENGTHY BIRMINGHAM REPORTS IN CAPTIONED
MATTER. TWO ]A VOLUMES CONSISTING OF 6 ENTRIES, INCLUDtNG
PHOTOGRAPHS OF SUSPECT AUTOMOBILE AND INTERVIEWS WITH |
MEMBERS OF UKA, INC., KKKK, AND OWNERS OF ]960-6] BUICKS. IN
TENNESSEE AND MISSISSIPPI. - }gﬁﬁ
E. SISTER, CHRISTINE KING FARRIS, AKA - NO MA;H E§LE§‘¥
4. A. KX FILE ]57-]136, BUFILE ]00-438794. | f< e
B. COMINFIL OF SCLC; EM - SCLC. S A
C. IDENTIFICATION OF INDIVIDUALS IN KNOXVILLE '31 \?$‘
DIVISION REPORTED TO BE CONNECTED WITH SCLC. MAJORITY - o
OF FILE CONSISTS OF LENGTHY ATLANTA REPORTS FOR YEARS

1965 -~ 1972.
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KX 100-3550 PAGE NINE -

D. FOUR VOLUMES WITH 98 SERIALS.
5. A. XX FILE ]00-3520, BUFILE ]00-442529,

B. COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN RACIAL MATTERS (CIRM);
s - C.

C. MAJORITY OF FILE CONSISTS OF LENGTHY REPORTS
FROM OTHER DIVISIONS AND COPIES FURNISHED TO KNOXVILLE
DIVISION AS INDIVIDUALS/CONNECTED WITH THIS MATTER
TRAVEL OR MIGHT TRAVEL TO KNOXVILLE.DIVISION.

D. FOUR VOLUMES WITH 97 SERIALS,
6. A. KX FILE ]00-238], BUFILE ]100-3-116.

B. CPUSA - NEGRO QUESTION; IS - C.

C. cousxsms'oy VARIOUS INFORMATIVE COMMUNICATIONS
AND IDENTITIES OF INDIVIDUALS IN KNOXVILLE DIVISION;

NO PERTINENT INFORMATION RE THIS INQUIRY OTHER THAN

NAMES LEVISON, SCLC AND MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. MENTIONED.

- D, OWE VOLUME WITH 32 SERIALS.
7. STANLEY DAVID LEVISON -~ NO MAIN FILE,

END.
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At the same time, the department's Civil Rights and

-. (Mount Clipping incriminal divisions are investigating the CIA’s actions in

FBI Actions in__

K}%:g Slaying
Probed Deeply

By DAN THOMASSON
Scripps-Howoard Staff Writer [ SO -
WASHINGTON — The Justice Department is delving
deeply into the FBI's handling of the investigation of Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr.’s assassination to determine |
whether the bureau was involved in any way in the Civil ;
Rights leader’s slaying. : i
A team of attorneys from the department’s Civil :
Rights Division, headed by Assistant Atty. Gen. J. Stan-,
ley Pottinger, has been pouring through nearly 100 super-
sensitive FBI files on King and on his assassination. Until |
now most of those files have been so secret that only a |
few of the bureau’s top officials have had access to them. ;

The department’s probe of an FBI investigation — '
rare if not unique in the history of the bureau — has been .

.prompted by increased public debate over the thorough-.

ness of the FBI inquiry intos King's 1968 slaying in

Memphis. That debate was stimulated by new Senate:
Intelligence Committee disclosures of FBI harrassment:

of King during the 1950s.

“We ceriously doubt anyone in the bureau was in-
volved in the assassination,” a department source said.
“But the FBI’s actions against King certainly raise ques-
tions we want to get answered,””  Frmseiem—e '

The inquiry began in November, shortly after the
Intelligence Committee revealed bureau activities
against King — wiretaps, bugs, personal surveillance and
even a letter aimed at convincing him to take his own life
— were far more extensive than previously disclosed.

The investigation also comes at a time when at least
one congressional subcommittee — a Senate Judiciary
Committee panel set up to oversee the FBI ~ is prepar-
ing to conduct its own inquiry into the King case.

B

“What the department can't ignore, as we can't,””’

said a congressional source, “is whether the intense har-
rassment of King led someone er some element in the
bureau into scmething more serious or tempered the
investigation. I have doubts the department will get very
far, because I don’t think FBI files will show very much
... unless someone really was stupid.” L

The department also actively is investigating a num-

ber of other FBI activities including possible violations of !
Federal Civil Rights statutes by agents carrying out a:
bureau program to disrupt and harrass antiwar activists |

and others during the late 1960s and early 1970s.

It further is trying to ascertain whether there were
law violations in the award of bureau contracts, and

whether there was any bureau invoivement — other than
use of infortnants — with a militant, right-wing San

Diego, Calif., terrorist group known as the Secret Army

Organization. S —p————) o v 5

The Scnate Intellipence Committee is investigating
allegations the bureau supplied the group weapons. FBI
Director Ciarence E. Kelley denied flatly Sunday that the
bureau did any more than use an informant in trying to
investigate the organization.” ;- = .

o

the 1971 break-in of a Fairfax City, Va., photo shop.
Fo_rmer CIA Dir_ector. Richard Helms reportedly facgs
being gharg_ed with misdemeanors for the agency’s par-
ticipation with Fairfax police in'the break-in. _ .

Department sources said a decision on prosecution of
Helms will be made in a week. The five-year statute of

limit&tions is expected to run out on the case in about one
month, e

L ]

The department also is investigating Helms’ appear-
ances before a number of congressional committees to
see if Helms, now ambassador to Iran, committed per-

jury. o e [N

{Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and stigte.)
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& Weekly Size-Up by the Wushmvton snm
e XA Scripps-Howord Ne!

WASHINGTON — New pmbe of al-
leged FBI failings in the investigation of
Dr, Martin Luther King Jr.'s assassina-
tion is being set up by Senate’s toughest
interrogator, Senate Democratic Whip
Robert C. Byrd (W. Va.). =~————=e

Byrd, favorite-son presidential hope-
ful, has told his special Senate Judiciary
Cornmittee staff to begin thorough inves-
tigation of FBI handling of still-troubling
King case. Full Senate hearings couid fol-
low by spring. . - .

Byrd, only really active member of a
Judiciary Committee subpane! charged
with FBI oversight, wants to find out if
there is any connecticn between bureau’s
harassment of King and the apparently
sloppy investigation after his murder.

Headline-making revelations could
boost Byrd's bid for place on party’s na:
tional ticket, offset his long-ago member-
ship -in Ku Klux Klan and so-so civil
rights voting record. i it

Byrd’s incisive, persistent questioning
of former acting FBI Director W. Patrick
Gray on FBI's Watergate follow-up helped
lead to major Watergate revelations,
undid Gray's confirmation chances.

Aided by top-notch staff, 57-year-old
Byrd is a Senate powerhouse, patient but
tenacious. ‘“When he goes after some-
thing,” said a Senate colleague, “watch
out.” 2 aiim Ao
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City Council Rejects King Holiday;
2 Hurt as Police Oust Protesters

By LOIS THOMAS

News-Sentinel Staff Writer

In a bitter, disrupted meeting, City
Council last night finally turned down the
proposal that would have made the late
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s birthday a
city holiday. el

The action came after police removed
about a dozen chanting and shouting
black persons from the meeting at the
Civic Coliseum Bailroom and resulted in
several gatherings of angry black groups
after the meeting. One person was arrest-
ed and he and the arresting officer were
injured, poice said.

Clarence Hardin, 24, of 2406 McCalla
Ave,, was charged with assault and bat-
tery, failure to obey a lawful police order
and resisting arrest. He was treated for a
head cut at University Hospital. He was
returned to City Jail but later relzased on
his own recognizance for a City Session
Court hearing Friday. Policeman Roger
W. Bates was taken to Presbyterian Hos-
pital for injuries received in an
altercation with Hardin, poiice said. At-

. tendants said he had a black eye but was
admitted after complaining of chest
pains and was in satisfactory condition
today.

The decision to release Hardin on his
own recognizance was made by Mayor
Randy Tyree and Safety Director George
Caldwell, after they talked with the ar-
resting officer, the mayor said today. He
said he knows Hardin's father and is sure
there’ll be no problem with Hardin's ap-
pearance in court. it

Council also wvoted 5-to-3 to name
Counciiman Willie Belle Hembree vice
mayor instead of Councilman Arthur

. (Smiley) Blanchard, whose election to the
post was overturned two weeks ago.

During discussion last night on the
holiday question, Mayor Tyree was
jeered for commenting the city has ex-
perienced ‘‘an excelient racial situation.”
He urged that the matter be discussed in
a “rational intelligent manner,” warning
if ‘““emotions take over on either side it
could cause serious damage to the com-
munity for a long, long time.”’

Councilman Theotis Robinson counter-
ed he didn't think the city has enjoyed
good race relations as much as “we have
enjoyed an atmosphere in which we have
not had to come to grips with the prob-
lems black people face in this city.”

He said the absence of confrontation
“does not repreesent good race relations,
but the fact there has been a deaf ear on
the part of certain segments of the com-
munity in hearing and understanding the
needs and aspirations of the black
community.” - g

There was standing room only in the
baliroom when the matter was brough
up, and a large number of the audien

queued up to speak on the issue. Mayor
Tyree asked that discussion be limited io
three minutes each, but after a couple of
persons had so spoken, Councilman Rex
Davis asked that the discussion be limited
to persons who had not spoken at the

previous two council meetings where the -

matter had been brought up. After receiv-
ing some catcalls and remarks from the
audience, Councilman Davis made a mo-
tion to deny the holiday. The moticn was
seconded by Counciiman Jack Sharp.
Councilman Robinson then made a
substitute motion that the holiday be ap-
proved. This died without a second. Coun-
cilman Blanchard then made a substitute
motion that the holiday be approved with
pay “for those city employes who wish to
take it.”” Councilman Robinson seconded
this motion “not because it’s the way I

want if to go but to iry to salvage some-

thing out of this whole debaucle.”

Before council could vote on the
motions, Bob Butler, Taliwa Court, inter-
rupted the proceedings and demanded to
speak, saying he had sat through the
meeting for two hours and was not going
to be denied his chance.

He said he wanted to *‘pose a solution
before this gets out of hand,” and sug-
gested council “vote yes to legalize the
holiday now and work out the specificities
later.” He said his “constituency’” had

told him “not to leave here until we get-
it

what we want.” -

After the substitute motion failed 7-2,
with Councilmen Robinson and Blanchard
as those voting for it, Mr. Butler began
chanting a demand for the holiday that
was picked up by others in the audience.

Poiice led Mr. Butler and then others
away as they came chanting toward the
microphone at the front of the council
chambers. The group was escorted by po-
lice out of the coliseum. ““"’""”y

Council agreed to listen to those per-
sons remaining who wished to speak on
the issue and then voted 6-to-3 to deny the
holiday. Voting to deny were Counciimen
Davis, Sharp, Hembree, Jean Teague,
Bernice O’Connor and M.T. Bellah. Coun-
ciiman Milton Roberts joined Mr. Raobin-
son and Mr. Bianchard in voting against
the denial motion. Councilman Roberts
said he was voting against denial because
he thought it should be observed as a
memorial day. e

The proposal to make the Jan, 15 a
paid city holiday in honor of the late Civil
Rights leader had been on council’s agen-
da for the past three meetings, with coun-
cil declining to act on it one way or anoth-
er until last night. T

Oounulman Robinson said today the

LI el gy e b
L B9TE S

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

A e

B e T

{Indicate page, name of

newspaper, city and s

THE KNOXVILLE
NEWS-SENTINEL

PAGE

(UBA
\ ‘X‘% \‘:‘\\*.
" HOME

te:
Edition:
Author:
Editor:
Title:

MURKIN

Character:

or

Classification: 44-69 6-qqq .

tate.)

Al

-

W.F. CHILDRESS

Submitting Office: KNOXVILLE

Being Investiqated

43




feated; it has only been delayed. I'll bring
it up again and if it is defeated, I'll bring
it up again and again,” he said.

Mr. Robinson said he had not set a
date on which to bring the question be-
fore council again. S

Safety Director George Caldwell said
today an investigation was being made to
determine if any officers involved in last
night’s trouble at the council meeting
were guilty of police brutality.

He said from the reports he had read
thus far the police officers did an ‘‘out-
standing” job in handling the situation.

He said he would review all affidavits
before making any more statements.

Council elected Mrs. Hembree the vice
mayor despite the fact parliamentary
rules state elections cannot be reconsider-
ed, as was the case in this instance. .

Council two weeks ago voted to recon-
sider the election of Mr. Blanchard to the
post by a 5-to-4 vote after Mrs. Teague
said she had “made a mistake’ in voting
§.r Mr. Blanchard. a2

i Last night, when Mr. Blanchard asked
for a ruling regarding the legalities of
reconsideration, .City Law Director Jon
Roach said according to parliamentary
precedures “the elections of individuals
cannot be reconsidered."” However, Mr.
Roach said because of irregularities in
the election, it was his opinion that it
could be reconsidered. Mayor Tyree ruled
that “‘because of procedural errors we
will reconsider.” :

Mr. Roach said the errors evolved in
that seconds were asked for the nomina-
tions, which is not required, and that no
motion was ever made to close the
nominations. :

An effort by Councilman Robinson to
defer action on the election until Council-
man Bellah could be present also failed.
Mr. Bellah was out of town on business
and arrived after at the council meeting
after the vote was taken. Voting for Mrs.
Hembree were Councilmen O’Connor,
Roberts, Teague, Sharp and Hembree.

Councilman Blanchard said he “hated
we had to get off to such a bad start, and
1 hope we can work together. I felt like
‘queen for a day.’ I just felt the top vote
getter was automatically the vice
mayor.” Arial s

Councilman Roberts disputed Mr.
Blanchard’s statement, saying that he
had been the top vote getter in several
eiections and had not served as vice
mayor. :

- Council also voted unanimously to
-“defer indefinitely" an ordinance amend-
ment that would make less restrictive the
rules on who can hold wholesale and re-
tail liquor licenses.

Council voted &1 to deny permission of
irst Evangelical Church to build a
urch in the Residential zone. Neighbor-
od residents around the 1812 Fair Drive
protested the church would be detri-
tal to the neighborhood in terms of
traf§jc and congestion problems. Metro-
politan Planning Commission had granted
permission for the zone change to allow
for the church over the objections of the
MPC staff. Mrs. Teague was the lone
dissenter. St

Council also approved purchasing the
site for the new Bearden Junior High
School for $575,000. .

w—ﬂ
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NRELL AT PLATY

Rl PM URGENT 2-6-78 HLF’

1

0

NTRTATOR (44-33261)

se

TL OPASD (44-920)
MEMPHIS (44-1927)

YROMVILLE

FROM:  ATLONTA (44-2388) (I

T
N

wp?&]ﬂ
thes L e

T OATLANTA TFL TO THFE DIRFCTOR, FERRIARY 5, 1974, FOR THE

INFORMATION OF ¥MOXVILLE, LEON POWELL, A RTSINFNT OF ATLANTA,

CONTARTEN THE ATLANTA OFFICT ON JANUARY 4, 1976 AND ADVISED HE AND

OLAYNE POWELL, JP

Py CLAYDE POWELL, WERE APPROACHED BY AN INDIVIDIIAL

.
NAMEDY ADMALDN RAY GONFREY TN LATF NOQUEMBER, 1947 WITH AN OFFER TO

ASSASSTIMATE MARTIN LUTHER YING, .17,

i 15
1

P A g OF MONEY, GODNFREY

fd

ALLFAFOLY PUT THEY IN CONTAGT WITH A PALPH (LHI) WHD OFFFRED THE
POWELL" S £75,A%0 TO ASSASSINATE ¥ING, THT POUFLLS REFUSTD THE

LEON aNn ALAUDF POWTLL HAUT REFN PNLYGRAPHED, LEON'S

AFFTD
(BIL e Y . L AL meee B R Ya A r el e LT

n0

-<
"}
=J
>
v/

MAS TYCOMALUSIVE, MOUTURR, TYAMINER FOD GLAUDT

WAS OF OPIMION POWELL TELLING TRUTH, ARNOLD RAY GOOFRTYINTNITG

=

INUOLUTMENT , POQUFYRR, PEFUSED POLYGRAPH AND HAS SINAT HIRED

L]

NTY AND) DREFISED TO O AMGUTD FURTHER ARSTING, GODFREY 1S

~ >

oOPPER HILL, TENNTaRTE,

e
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ATLANT A

PAGF TWO (44-2386)
TFFORTS TO LOCATE LEON POWELL .OM THIS DATE STILL NEGATIVE.

22

POWELL™S UAUGHTER—IN-LAW CONTACTED AND ADUISED SHF HAS NOT SEEN

-

FTR FATHER-IN-LAW SINCE HE LEFT HFR RESINFNOR, SHFE WOULD ATTEMPT

TO LOCATE Jlﬂ AND ADVISE HINM TO CONTACT THE ATLANTA'OFFICE OF THE

3
[
*

MRS, L. N. PENNINGTOM, DIRECTOR OF PERSONNEL, CITY OF
, REVITUED KER RECORNS OM THE EMPLOYMENT OF ARNOLD RAY

GODFREY, THE RECORDS SHOW THAT GODFREY HAS A WIFE NAMED MILLIE.

M0 OTHER RFLATIVES ARE LISTED 0N THE ENMPLOYMENT APPLICATION

TMPLOVMENT APPLICATION WAS FILED IN

REFFREHCTS WERE NOTED % waLDON, POUTF 1, NOPPFR HIL

P LS " s 2

to

POUTF 1, COPPFR HILL

TENNTSSERs WALTER TYNUS, CLAUDE CRANFORD,

°
9

ROUTE 1, COPPER HILL. RECORDE FURTHER REFLECT THAT GODFREY WENT

THROUGH THE FIFTH GRADFE AT COPPRER HILL FLEMENTARY SCHOOL.
’»hLINTﬂM ?TﬁNFﬂpD, ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT, ENVIRONMENT

”W eTPTRET SERVICES g CITY OF ATLQW?A, WAS CONTACTTD ANMD ADVISED

ALL PTCORDS CONCERMING THE EXACT DAYS WORVED BY ANY CIT

=<

FMPLOYFES ARF CURRENTLY ST

PED IN A VAULT AT CITY HALL. WE

0]
WOULD ATTTMPT TO LOCATE THESE RTCORDS AND VERIFY THE WHERFABOUTS

OF APNOLD RAY GODFREY DURING THE MONTHS OF NOVEMBEP AND DECEIBER

TN PAGE TUO,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




L

CONTACT THE FBI OFFICE WHMEN HE LOCATED THESE RECORDS.

1)

WNOXVILLE AT COPPH

AMD ALSO ATTEMPT T0 IDENTIFY RFLATIVES OF

ARNOLD RAY GODF

FY. CEVIL PIGNTS DIVISIOM, DFPARTMENT OF JUS
HAG PTOURSTED THAT GODFREY'S RELATIVES, ASSOCTIATRS BF INFNTIFIED
AND INTERVIEWED CONCFRNING ANY ASSOCIATF OF GODFRFY NAVED RALPH.

ATLANTA AT ATLANTA. WILL GONTINUE FFFODTS T0O LOCATE AND

INTFRYITY LEONM POWELL.

oE

1987, AMD MARCH AMD APRIL, 196% HE STATED HE WOULD TELEPHONICALLY

HILL,., WILL ATT®MPT TO LOCATE REFERENCES

9
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FBI
Date: 2/7/76

Transmit the following in PLATN

(Type in plaintext or code)
TELETYPE URGENT

(Precedence)

TO DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38867)

ATLANTA (44-2386)

EL PASO (44-920)

MEMPHIS (44-1987) K/
FROM KNOXVILLE (44-696) (RUC)

MURKIN.

RE ATLANTA TELETYPE TO DIRECTOR FEB, 6, 1976.

LOIS WALDEN GODFREY AND HUSBAND, ROBERT K. GODFREY,
ROUTE ONE, GRASSY CREEK ROAD, COP?ER HILL, TENN., INTER-~
VIEWED FEB. 7, 1976. GODFREY STATED ENTIRE FAMILY MOVED
TO ATLANTA, GA. AREA IN LATE ]1940'S AND HE IS ONLY
MEMBER OF FAMILY CURRENT IN TENN.

HE ADVISED HIS MOTHER, MARY GODFREY, RESIDES WITH
HIS SISTER, SHIRLEY BULLOCK, ADDRESS UNKNOWN, BUT THAT
BULLOCK CAN BE REACHED THROUGH THE MARIETTA, GA. SCHOOL
BOARD WHERE SHE IS EMPLOYED DIRECTING TRAFFIC AT SCHOOL
CROSSINGS. OTHER SISTERS, MRS. R. L. (EDNA) ENSLEY AND
MRS. IRA (DENA) SMITH, RESIDE ON ROUTE ONE, BLUE RIDGE,

BROTHER, JAMTQ T. FODFPPY ALSO RESIDES ROUTE OWE, BLU“
MIR/k7 7

(1) / 7z

GA.

6F¢- 4SSV

A
Approved: \ \ &(@

Spec lal kgent m%@%/@’
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FBI

Date:

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

(Precedence)

PAGE TWO
KX 44-696
RIDGE, GA. MRS. GODFREY ADVISED OTHER BROTHER, LEE
CARROLL GODFREY, HAS IN THE PAST BEEN INVOLVED IN
CRIMINAL ACTIVITY AND FHAS USED THE NAME ARNOLD RAY
GODFREY IN THE PAST. ACCORDING TO THE GODFREYS, LEE
CARROLL GODFREY'S WHEREABOUTS PRESEMTLY UNKNOWN, HOWEVER,
WAS INCARCERATED AT BLUE RIDGE COUNTY JAIL DURING CHRISTMAS,
1974. THEY ALSO ADVISED THAT IN NOV., 1975, ANOTHER BROTHER,
RAY S. GODFREY, DIED AND EFFORTS TO LOCATE LEE GODFREY
AT THAT TIME WEGATIVE., LEE GODFREY IN THE BLUE RIDGE, GA.
AREA SINCE NOV. AND RELATIVES BELIEVE HE IS RESIDING IN
FLLIJAY, GA. NEITHER LOIS OR ROBERT GODFREY ACQUAINTED
WITH A RALPH (LNU) AND STATED THAT BROTHER ARMNOLD HAS
NOT RESIDED IN THE COPPER HILL AREA IN.27 YEARS AND HAS NO
ASSOCIATES IN THE ARFA. THEY ADVISED ARNOLD MARRIED TO
MILLIE CAMERON APTER MOVING TC ATLAMNTA,.

REFERENCES FRANK WALDEN, WALTER STYMUS AND CLAUDE
CRAWFORD LISTED AS REFERENCES BY ARNOLD IN 1949 WERE

NEIGHBORS OF THE GODFREY FAMILY IN COPPIER HILL PRIOR TO

Approved: Sent M Per
Special Agent in Charge
|
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FBI

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

|
|
1
I
I
i
Date: !
|
!
1
|
|
1
(Precedence) [

|

PAGE THRER
KX 44-696
MOVING TO ATLANTA., LOIS GODFREY ADVISED ARNOLD NOT IN
CONTACT WITH THESE INDIVIDUALS SINCE MOVING TO ATLANTA.
LEAD. ATLANTA. AT MARIETTA AND BLUE RIDGE, GA.
LOCATE AND INTERVIEW RELATIVES OF ARNOLD RAY GODFREY
CONCERNING ASSOCIATE BY THE NAME OF RALPH (LNU). ALSO
ATTEMPT T0O DETERMINE WHEREABOUTS OF BROTHER, LEE CARROLL
GODFREY, WHITE MALE, AGE 42, AND SET FORTH LEADS TO
LOCATE AND INTERVIEW HIM CONCERNING INSTANT MATTER.

END

Approved: Sent M  Per

Special Agent in Charge
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PLAINTEXT
TELETYPE NITEL
TO: DIRECTOR, PBI (44#3886])

SAC, MEMPHIS (44-2366)

ADIC, NEW YORK (]174-2366)
FROM: KNOXVILLE (149-114) (44-69%6) (RUC)
LAGBOM. EID. O0: NEW YORK. KX FILE-}49-]114.
MURKIN., O0O0: MEMPHIS, XX PILE 44-696,

FOR INFO BUREAU AND RECEIVING OFFICES, ANONYMOUS
TELEPHONE CALLER ADVISED AT 2:45 P.M., JULY 8, 1976,
THAT THE INDIVIDUAL WHO KILLED DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING
AND WHO WAS ALSO RESPONSIBLE FOR THE RECENT BOMBINGS
IN THE AIRPORTS IS ONE RICHARD OSBON (PHONETIC), JR.

THIS WAS ALL OF THE INFORMATION WHICH THE CALLER
FURNISHED AND THE CALL WAS THEN TERMINATED IMMEDIATELY
BY THE CALLER.AU BECORD TDEMTI FIABLE Iftarodvi'liE DaDrcES

INFORMATION BEING FURNISHED RECEIViﬁG OFFICES
FOR EVALUATION AND POSSIBLE ASSISTANCE IN INVESTIGATION.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

-

AV 44-696
(2)

4/41—63§é;._§;iiji—/
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CHRZEZ BY PLATY

FITEL 7-9-76 JPZ s . |
10: . DIRECIOR, FBI (44233261 (384-6657) ARD S
MENPHIS (44-2366) _
EHOXVILLE (149-114) (44-696)
FROM  ADIC, NEV YORK (174-2366)

LAGSOM; EID U AP

v

(@]

RGO

oy

MY INDICES NEGATIVE K

, . [ :
M0 FURTHER INVESTIGATION BEING COYDUCTED BY NEY YORK. -

© SUSPECT'S NAME WILL BE RETAIKED FOR FUTURE

. "
INVESTIGATIVE ASSISTANCE. .
ARMED AUD DANGEROUS, ' T .

KRR
DCY FRI XX PLS HOLD

y ~

‘v

i ~
v ) 7S iy «/ﬁf C sz
& < &7 7
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116-913
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MART IN LUTHER KING, JR. BUDED AUGUST 9, 1976
FOR INFORMAT ION OF RECIPIENTS THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (AG)

HAS ORDERED A REVIEW OF THE FBI'S INVESTIGATION OF MARTIN

LUTHER KING.. ASSIGNEP TO CONDUCT THIS REVIEW IS A TASK FORCE
WORKING UNDER DIRECTION OF THE OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL

RESPONSIBILITY (OPR) OF THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE. THE

ATTORNEY GENERAL HAS INDICATED THE REVIEW IS TO RESOLVE THE
FOLLOWING FOUR QUESTIONS: (1) WAS THE FBI INVESTIGATION OF

KING'S ASSASSINATION THOROUGH AND HONEST? (2) IS THERE ANY
EVIDENCE THE FBI WAS INVOLVED IN THE ASSASSINATION? (3) IS

THERE ANY NEW EVIDENCE WHICH HAS COME TO THE ATTENTION OF THE
DEPARTMENT CONCERNING THE ASSASSINATION? = (4) DOES THE

RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE BUREAU AND KING CALL FOR CRIMINAL

PROSECUT IONS, DISCIPLINARY PROCEEDINGS OR OTHER APPROPRIATE
ACT ION?

THIS REVIEW IS A CONTINUATION OF A "PARTIAL REVIEW"™ RECENTLY
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PAGE TWO
CONDUCTED BY THE CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION OF THE DEPARTMENT UNDER

DIRECTION OF ASSISTANT AG J. STANLEY POTTINGERS ALL PERSONNEL

ON THE TASK FORCE ARE AUTHORIZED TOTAL ACCESS TO OUR FILES
PERTAINING TO KING'S ASSASSINATION, OUR INTELLIGENCE INVESTI-

GATION OF KING AND ANY FILES RELATING TO BASIS FOR THESE

INVESTIGATIONS, THIS WILL INCLUDE COVER PAGES OF COMMUNICATIONS

CONTAINING IDENTITIES OF SOME FBI SOURCES AND INFORMANTS WHO
WERE NOT AFFORDED SYMBOL NUMBERS AT THAT TIME AND INDIVIDUALS

WHO EXPRESSED OR IMPLIED CONFIDENTIALITY.

' TO DATE THE TASK FORCE HAS REVIEWED FBIHQ AND WFO FILES
CONCERNING THE ASSASSINATION OF KING CAPTIONED "MURKIN,

BUREAU FILE 44-33861. TASK FORCE MEMBERS HAVE‘TRAVELED TO

MEMPHIS, MILWAUKEE, KANSAS CITY, OMAHA, SAN FRANCISCO AND
LOS ANGELES AND REVIEWED MURKIN AND INTELLIGENCE INVESTIGATION -

FILES OF THOSE OFFICES. FUTURE TRAVEL BY THE TASK FORCE IS
PLANNED FOR ATLANTA, BIRMINGHAM, CHARLOTTE, CHICAGO, NEW ORLEANS,
NEW YORK, SPRINGFIELD AND ST. LOUIS,

AFTER ABOVE TRAVEL IS COMPLETED AND KING RELATED SECURLTY
FILES AT FBIHQ ARE REVIEWED, THE TASK FORCE WILL HAVE SEEN THE

MAJORITY OF SERIALS IN OUR FILES RELATING TO THE KING INVESTI-
GAT IONS. HOWEVER, SINCE IT IS THE GOAL OF THE TASK FORCE TO

REVIEW KING RELATED FILES IN EVERY FIELD OFFICE, IT WILL BE
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PAGE THREE
NECESSARY TO FORWARD XEROX COPIES OF FILES FROM THE REMAINING
OFFICES TO FBIHQ FOR REVIEW,

THEREFORE, ALL RECIPIENTS WITH EXCEPTION OF THOSE OFFICES
NAMED ABOVE, FURNISH FBIHQ ONE XEROX COPY OF EACH SERIAL CON-

TAINED IN YOUR KING ASSASSINATION FILE CAPTIONED "MURKIN." IT

IS REQUESTED THIS MATERIAL BE PROCESSED AND MAILED TO REACH FBIHQ
PRIOR TO AUGUST 9, 1976, THIS MATERIAL SHOULD BE SENT BY

e S —— e

REG ISTERED MAIL, ATTENTION DEPUTY ASSISTANT DIRECTOR INGRAM,

INTELLIGENCE DIVISION
IF MURKIN FILES CONTAIN ANY PHOTOGRAFHS, EXHIBITS OR OTHER
ITEMS WHICH CANNOT BE XEROXED A BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF EACH ITEM

AND ITS LOCATION SHOULD BE SET FORTH IN YOUR COMMUNICATIONS
TRANSMITT ING THE DOCUMENTS TO FBIHQ.

SUBSEQUENT INSTRUCTIONS WILL BE ISSUED CONCERNING SUBMISSION
OF COPIES OF OUR INTELLIGENCE INVESTIGATION OF KING AND RELATED

SECURITY FILESO. OFFICES TO BE VISITED IN THE FUTURE BY TASK
FORCE PERSONNEL WILL ALSO BE FURNISHED APPROPRIATE INSTRUCTIONS

"BY SEPARATE COMMUNICATION.

END
AA
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