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(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 

T : ;~ came 
. · ::,of Ai,peals o 

.. tt\~~·• ,~ir~cte~. ti .·. . .•· 

rJ:leY.$' ·. Arthur J'.. , ~ef ~ 
r.ci ]? ore man and .magazin~ 

writer~Jllia!Jl Bradford.J1u.ie.It 
asked)li't .Fo:reman .Qe prevent­
ed. f ·· . coll!;tcting any futther 
roy;:l. !l ~ay~s .Sitii!ry ofthli' 
Kin~·.. ·· · 

Ric . Ryan ofMemphis, 
Ra,y',s · •1.1eyi told th,e .court 
:Ray . s co~tracts: to raise 
money is defense and "did 
not recewe one red dime." He 
said . Fltreman charged Ray 
$165,,000rtQ plead him guilty and 

.. get 9~. Y~itrs in pri'Son. · Hanes 
was .. a,, 'Pf.eV'ious attorn~-;:tir 

,Ray. , .:; .. , . ;>V ., 
. Garethii$. Aden af N~ii;me 

a~gued · Ra:yassigned the Jj.futary 
rights to /Foreman . as fe_Gtim• 
pen:se for ,aving him from' the 
electric chah•, · ; : j 

•. The court·.to·.·.· ok. the ease rurld~r affilseii1ttmt. ·.·.· • . . . . . ~ i1;!$i; 
' - . •' ___ -- ' _- ·; -~ 

0 
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;~n lntervi~w it~ 

~~:u~;s Earl Ra~ , 
,, : ' ' ' , \), 

By WILLARD YARBROUGH 
News-sentinel Slaff Writer 

PETROS,· March 26 - Why does James 
Earl Ray avoid reporters? "Because," he told 

; this reporter late yesterday, "my lawyer told 
me interviews could jeopardize my appeals to 

;· .. overturn my conviction, since something I . 
. might say could be misinterpreted or lifted out 
· of context." 

Then why did the convicted assassin of Civ• 
ii Rights ,leader Dr. Martin Luther King in · · 

1 • Memphis some three years ago grant me an 
r · exclusive interview for this newspaper? The 
, first one, incidentally,. since his apprehension , 

· in England as he· attempted to board a plane 

1 
; .,, 

1 

to Spain in his flight from America. i · 
-1 He_ permitted the interview, as some 20i :: 

1 newsmen nnd television camcrnmcn on annual~ , i opM hnuHo dny at llruRhy Mountain StHle, t 
Prison here gnashed their teeth outside, be­
cause I asked him, It was a simple thing. 

- PULLED COVER OVER HEAD 
Earlier, during a special visit here by this, 

'· writer and WBIR-TV newsman Carl Warner, 
·· i Ray lay on his cot behind his Jocked door in 

- Cellblock · B and pulled covers over his head. 

1 , - He feigned sleep, but even then I spoke to him 
and got silence in return. ,,, 

; , This time, as others of the _media inter-
·viewed his cellblock mates about the most eel- .,1 ebrated inmate -among .. the' 360 here, r merely · J' ~ -[.;: • knelt_ at his cell, -told the again-covered form 

;,i who I was, that I would like to interview him <; 

-now or later, and to check with others about 
' \ my credentials. 

I

' 1 t, , 7 i, , Fifteen minutes later, Chaplain Herbert 
'L v Carlock Jr., who pastors· Oak Ridge's First. 

l , ,ir.-,I-, , • , ... ,.,. ~-.,~ .. , • Cumberland Presbyterian Church, sought me ; :.i/ ,'.: · ~• ./ ; '..'ti out in the prison yard, said Ray wanted to talk 
., ·, J ... _, , , .. ,,,t' with me and nobody else. Rev. Carlock ob-
,.· · ,- ',- 1,' ,.. -,;,_, tained a master key and we were in Ray's cell 
· · · i'• ~l /. }' · · within a minute. · 

::-: ·~: : . i •1· ·. ;/ x~':;- WORKS
1 

SIX! HORURS EdACH DAY ., 
• : 1 • , ( , ,,, ,, Heres w ,at ay ha to say: --

, •,", ·: '' \, ,i-. "I ~ccldcd to trust you so that I c:ould .let ., 

{,'i ~kMPHtr{" (44-1987) l I - BUREAU (44-38861) 

' i 

(Indicate por,e, name of 
new■paper, city. and •tal••I 
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. lr.t-~''%1":>';'·'';f"''.'.";)":"':',W•Y;Z❖>:•:s::,•,•,:❖·•···-·❖,:•·::•:❖:-:•·:;:·❖-❖'.•:•;,:,:-:-w-,r···•·❖:-·-:•·······;:::•·❖:0~chorcs. But he insists. he. wan~s f~r: rro~ ' ' 
'A News-Sentinel. points out he doesn't smoke, and that he i~ . 

"just another. prisoner and am treated as 
Exclusive one." He gets no special favors, expects none. 

HAS GAINED SINCE TRANSFER 

!' : people outside know that I wasn't crazy. Some 
people have thought so, since I always hide 
when the press come around. 

, _Now 42 and weighing around 175 pounds, he 
said he had gained 20 pounds since. being 

· transferred to Tennessee's maximum security 
prison here a year ago from the main peniten­
tiary at Nashville. 

l 

"I do not cause trouble here. I work six 
hours a day, seven days a week. My job is. 
srrving food to my cellmates, which requires 
two hours at each meal, and to housekeep in 

}, : our cellblock. 

. . Ra)'. is _supremely confident that his la~yer' . 
will wm his case eventually, whether. exonera- . · 
tion via a new trial or whatever, but he stead- ' 
fastly declines to discuss his predicament on 

"Once a day I get outside the cellblock­
our doors to individual cells are always open 
-and go to the gymnasium for exercise. I do 

,, this soon after arising around 5:30 a.m." 

! What docs he do in-between? 
.. "I write memos to my lawyer, Bernard Fin-

sterwald, in Washington. He was down to see 
me ohout nrpcnls of my conviction two weeks 
ngo. I rMd l<nm,vlllc newHpapers. 1 rend mag-
azines. I watch television." 

ASLEEP BY 8 EVERY NIGHT. 

advice of counsel. . . . 
He is, nonetheless, somewhat nervous but 

quite calm whc.n he explains he has no fear of I:.• 
bodily harm from fellow inmates-even the ·, 
blacks whose onetime hero he stands convict• . ) , 
ed of slaying. , · 

"Prisoners here, white or blncl,, aren't 
concerned about such things," Ray 1mld. "All , :' 
of us arc concerned about day-to-day existence 
and perhaps the day when we won't be locked 
up anymore." 

TURNS BACK ON NEWSMEN 
His 11-inch set is suspended above his cot,. 

. ·. and lights and. electricity are turned off at 11 
p.m, weekdays, later on weekends. Ray . By now prison guard Richard Davis,' who 

i ;;,,11ouldn't c~re Jess. · . .. . ; had carried the message that Ray would talk 
l;i' .~''./' "I'm m bed and asleep by 8 every htght,".he . , _with me, entered the cell and sat down. Behind 
1 . • said. "I must sack in early because I'm up at him came· the press. And Ray's only media• 

11 
~-· 5:30 a.m. next day, and when I finish working interview was over: 
1, : and exercising I'm beat." · He rose slowly and·turned his back on .1, 
·,· Warden Robert Moore and Ray's cellmates them. TV camerman Warner got one answer 
,, term him a "model prisoner." One longtimer to one question: "I cannot talk with you be•.,, 
t; , in Cell block B said cell mates don't ask Ray cause my lawyer said I could not discuss the . ·; '. 
, .. . about the assassination that rocked the world.· case with the press." ,'.., 
, ,1 • "We don't pry into his affairs, he doesn't talk State Corrections Commissioner Mark Lut- , . 
. \· .. about the slaying, and he doesn't pry into our · trell suggested the jammed cellblock hallway · 
r; personal affairs," said a. Ray next-door neigh~ ·' be cleared, since Ray didn't want to be inter•. 

bor. viewed, and that's what happened. But earlier, ;1 
On one cot in Ray's cell was a portable · Warner and a Nashville television crew let , t 

typewriter, furnished hy lawyer Finsterwald. their cameras whirr as Ray lay under the cov-
RAy Is spRrln~ with stomps and paper, since. crs: WBIR-TV will. show its strip at 6 p. m. ,

1 =--he~ c,11~s only 35 cents daily for his six-hour wor11 ... ---c;....,..--;cc..~lu'.day. · 
-==-"""-

'J 
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JAMES EARL RAY WILLARD YARBROUGH 
Jr:-...:;.-;-::.---:'.':::":~ ' ' 
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0P'TIOOAL FORM NO, 10 
MAY 19SZ EDITION 
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.1 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
SAC, (44-696) 

SA JEAN B. ST. PIERRE, JR. 

JAMES EARL RAY 

DATE: 5/6/71 

warden R.H. MOORE, Brushy Mountain Prison, 
Petros, Tenn., was contacted by the writer concerning the 
attempt by JAMES EARL RAY to escape from this prison 5/3/71. ______,,,~,,-~----·· 

warden MOORE stated that he had received information 
from inside the prison that RAY was going to attempt to 
escape after "he got a visit". warden MOORE speculated 

5010-108 

that "visit" was a code word for outcome of appeal, which 
appeal was turned down. MOORE advised that RAY attempted 
his escape as described in the newspaper article·· taken 
from The Oak Ridger, Oak Ridge, Tenn., dated 5/3/71, and 
that he was accompanied by another inmate by the name of 
MORELOCK. MOORE stated that MORELOCK had been assigned to 
inside plumbing,knew the tunnel work and also had access 
to tools which probably accounted for RAY's choice of 
MORELOCK as an escape companion. 

warden MOORE was specifically questioned as to 
whether any outside help had been utilized in attempting to 
perpetrate RAY's escape and as to the identity of this 
outside help, if any. He advised that JAMES EARL RAY's 
brother, name unknown, who was believed to be staying with 
RAY's lawyer, a Mr. STONE, appeared at Brushy Mountain Prison 
around 2 P.M., 5/3/71, and requested to visit RAY. He was 
questioned by the warden as to why he had happened to be at 
the prison on that date and he replied that STONE had gone 
to Florida, and he decided to visit his brother. After the 
story of RAY's attempted escape was released to the press 
and became public, RAY's brother was.advised that RAY could 
not receive visitors. 

It is warden MOORE'S theory, although he cannot 
substantiate it, that RAY's brother was aware of the escape 
plan well in advance of the attempt and that he was in the 
area to pick up RAY once he made good his escape. w- 69~ - J/-:3~ 
JSP/jss 
(2) V utCHED- INDEXED----V· 

.;ERIALIZED~.FILED------7 --·-· 

I MAY 0 1971 
\ ~ F. I N XVILLE • 

, i- LI 
\ 71 

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly \?n the Payroll Savings Plan 
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James Earl Ray, convicted of 
killing Martin Luther King Jr. in 
Memphis in April, 1968, broke 
out of his cell at Brushy 
Mountain State Prison at Petros 
during the night. 

But he was recaptured .in the 
yard of the maximum security 

RAY 

n 

C 
~-

prison as he looked for a way.to through the heating vent 
t 

"(ihdlcate page, name of 
:newspaper. city and state.) 

and 1 Front Page get over the prison wall. · into the compound. · 
The escape attempt was Luttrell said Ray was L__ 

confirmed early this afternoon recaptured within 25 minutes I 
by Mark Luttrell, State after the disturbance in or near · The Oak Ridger 
Corrections Commissioner in Ray's cell was first noticed by 
Nashville, after he was asked the guards. 
about unofficial reports of the Ray pied guilty March 10, 1969, 
escape attempt. to the sniper slaying of King in Oak Ridge 

Luttrell credited Prison Memphis on April 4, 1968. He 
Warden Robert Moore with entered the state penitentiary in --
foiling Ray's escape. . Nashville the next day and was 

Luttrell said Moore heard a transferred a year ago to the., Tennessee 
noise in the prison about 3 a.m. East Tennessee prison at Petros. 
and ordered guards to check At that time Brushy Mountain ;--
Ray's cell (irst. became the state's maximum 

There, they said, ,they noticed security prison under a i 
what appeared to be a man reclassification of the Tennessee ·­
asleep in a bunk, but, further prison system. , 
examination showed that Ray Ray has sought several times · 
had somehow come upon a wig to get a new trial In the King 
and put it atop a roll of blankets slaying, each time on grounds ·--
in the bunk. that he was pressured into the · 

Guards discovered that Ray plea by his attorney. Each time i 
had chipped through concrete in he has lost, the latest turndown · 
his cell and sawed through bars coming in Memphis Feb. 'J:l. 
to gain access to a heating vent. No announcement of the in- Date: May 3, I97I 

Luttrell quoted Moore as cident was made. Confirmation Ed!Uon: 

saying Ray slipped outside (Continued o~ Page 11 No.13) Author: 

-----~-----------,-,---------,----------, Editor: 
From Page One . 

'.. came only after unofficial 
reports. An anonymous caller 
said that prison officials were 
trying to keep the incident 
"secret" but that he (the caller) 
felt the public had a right to 
know about it. 

The unidentified caller's in­
• formation was promptly ~on­
, firmed 'by the state corrections 
commissioner, however• 

The unofficial report was that 
· Ray was acting as a janitor at 

the time the attempted escape 
was tried. Some new inmates 
were being transferr~d in from 
county jails and Ray 1s reported 
lo have "traded t~em. out of 
some street clothes," which he 
apparently then donned before 
attempting the break._:out. ____ _ 

,. 
' 

~· .. ,~//,; -
I . 

il 
''-==-·==~-~·-

::· According to these reports 7 
· another life term prisoner was ; 

: helping Ray with his escape ' 
'· attempt. · 

. Both are today said to be 
1 confined in maximum security 

within the prison. 
. In late March, during a "Press .. 
Day" tour at the prison·, Ray • 
granted an exclusive interview 

1 
to Willard Yarbrough, of The 
Knoxville News-Sentinel. At that. 
time he had been described by 
prison officials as a model 
prisoner. 

rt-

Title: JAMES EARL RAY: 
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, 
JR.• VICTIM 
CharacteC.R - CONSPIRACYJ 

or UFAC-ROBBERY 
Claesif1cat1on I 

Submittlnq Office: Knoxville 
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DIDefOll. PBX (44-38861) . ··-·-----~--

~ DOXVIWI (~ (~~) 

5/6/71 

JANBS BARL MY, aka 
Da. NIUl'l'D LUl'IID. K:Df&r----.,--:_:::::-- VICTD 
Cll - COJIUDACl'J 
UPAC - !!OBBD.Y 

Bnelosed ia a clJ.ppiacJ fJL'Glll 'DI Ofli .11111!:: 
aewspaper dated 5/3/71. relating -all escape at.1"Dpt 1ly 
se;ect. 

•--...-t. t:o the pablioat.ie of tJl1a article, contact;•••• with~ a. a. MOOU. Bra.by lloaat:ain 
Prison. at wJd.all 1:iae he fvaished t.1le followint, infoaations 

WUden JIOOlUC atat.ed t.aat. he had received iafor­
matioa fnm iaeide t:he priaon tmat &Y was 9oing to at.t.eapt 
to ucape aft.er •he pt. a visit.•. _.._ ROOBB apecNlat.ad 
~t. "vbtt.• was a code word for wt. ... of appeal., wbieh 
appeal was blz'atrd dowa. llOOBB adviaed Ulat JU\Y act.apt.84 
Ilia escape u deacrilaed ia the wepaper article t.Mea frcat 
lat QM l#dsll.T: oak a14ge, 'lellllenee, dased S1Jn1. aact ._t 
he waa ....,..1.a l,y' aaothm: inmate by the - of IIOULOCK. 
NOOJtB stflMKt that. HORBt,OC!( 1wtd Ileen aaai,aed to inaicle 
plUlillbi-,, Jcnew tile tllnnel work aad alao kad access co tools 
vhiell probably -'ted for MY•• OM.tee of NOlUILOC'K aa u 
eacape caapanioa. 

wardu aoou was apeeifieally qseetioaed as to 
whether aay O&lbide help had been •tilized in atteapting to 
perpet:rate BA.Y's • .._.. an.au to ttM idenUt.y of this 
outside nel.p, if any. ae acwJ.Md that JAMBS DBL BAY'• 
ln!'other, aeae \Ulknown, who waa·belie"!Nld t.o • staying with 
RAY'• ~, a Jlr. ftOllB, appeared at Brushy Noaatain P.ria.on 
around 2,eo a, 5/3/71, and reqgea~ to Yisit RAY. He waa 
questioned lly 'tlle warden aa t.o why he bad happened to be at 
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--- ·-....-

t1la prison on tbat. date and he replied that ftOIIB had 9one 
t• Florida and be deoided t:e visit 1lis m:other. Mter the 
stG1t7 o:f MY'• at.~ escape was released to~ PY:••• and---· public. MY

1
8 Jtrotiler -· advised t::bat MY could 

aot. reaei¥e viaiters. 

It is 1farden JIOORB•• tlaeory. ~alt:h.ough be cumot 
nbatantiat:e it. tbet. MY'•~ waa aware of tlaa eaaape 
plan well ill actnaee of tile attalltpt and ~t. he vu in the 
area to pift up •Y once he _.. 980d Ilia eaape .. 

J'ar-..ia9 funishN as of posaillle irlt.arest to 
the Bm:'ea1I and oo .. 
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(Mount Clipping In Spoce Below) 

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 

The Knoxville 
Journal 

------ ·----- --~--------. 
PETROS (AP) - James Earl ' • "!t ;:;!;-,fously got too -"n• r"- Knoxville, Tenn. 

Ray, serving 99 years for the as• him in the tunnel - nor Mr,i• 
,;i~;sination of Dr. Martin Luthrr nccir te!IR me It gcl11 ur, to 400 
King Jr., made whal the prison degrees fahrcnheit in there -
warden termed a well-planned and he had to come back out. 
but unsuccessful attempt Mon- ''Some guards in the cellblock 
day to escape. next to Ray's heard the noise 

Ray got out of his cell at when he was sawing through the 
Brushy Mountnin Prison, Ten• bar checked and found Ray 
ncssce's maximum security fa• mi;sing and sounded an alarm." 
ci!ity, but was turned back by Moore said guards notified 
/1e;'.t inn steam pipe tunnel. i .• him at 3 a.m. of the escape at­
! It w11~ a well-conceived csi : t t d th t Ray was found 
1•·111H' nllc'rnpt nnd one ho ob• I omp 11 ~ a 

lv i n II s I y hud . In the prison t:omp,ound ynrd at 
planned a long, r:· :;, J:15. 
t. i m c," ~aid ('.; ·,,,,,,,.\,, Even If Ray harl gotten to the 

· Wardrn Robert . :: . -f. end or fho r,irnm tunnnl, Mooro 
H. Moore. '. ·". •· ... -~ Naid, he would hnve run Into 

"First, he re- ! "'. · " more trouble. 
moved a co~- l · "There is concrete and ba:s at 
crete block m the end of the tunnel and 1f he 
his cell and got ;:,:,,",~'"" could have 'stood the heat he 
out into an air would still have had to saw his 
chamber - a way through .the bars," Moore. 
vcntil:iting area said 
IH'hin<l the crll• ' • d 
h I n c k. 1111 Rny [ Moore anld Ray, who plea cd 
crawled along the air chamber i guilty to the sniper slaying of 
to the end and sawed one bar ~--- •·---- ----
n nd broke another with a crow• ' 
h,1r. . 

''!Ir pullNl hlmse!r through ' 
th!' ho!(' nnd itnt out Into the , 
prir-"11 ynrcl !whine! tho coll• 
hlnck. Then ho wrnt to the 
,, 11 .11 m 11,nnel which lc11dR to our · 

1 
~ 

.,1,,nm plant nhout 100 yards_ o u~-
1 

\ _,.- 1;· 11f \j,-----
!,;tlf' U1" .J"Jlson, '"" _ 

4 
V '~ 

~- --k /r\ 
;/ 
I 

1_•.1,, 7 \ ,­
; ·~ 

I ~~ 

I 
I 

/ 

Nmg otlt~irlr a Mcmpiirn mntb'l 
on April 4, ln!iR, got hr-Ip In hi• 
escape hid from his cellmate, 
Roy Morelock, 44, of Greene 
County. 

Moore said Morelock, serving 
a life term as an habitual crimi• 
nal, was a prison maintenance 
man · and apparently supplied 
Ray with a hacksaw, crowbar, 
hammers and chisel he use in 
the escape hid. 

"Morelock had access to such · 
tools as these and he obviously 
intended to escape with Ray," 
Moor~ Rairl. "Our gun rd~ caught 
lip wtih tho 1ili.t'n1pt RO f11t1I, hn 

clidn'( hi-ive time to gelouCo? 
the cell." 

"You kuow, Ray escaped from 
the Missouri State Prison before 
he was arrested for the King 

· murder," the warden recalled. 
"I think he escaped through a 
tunnel there." 

Moore became warden of 
nr,n,hy Mo1111inln prlr.on ln ~Mt 
•1·,,111WHHtlll In 11,Hly M11rl'i1,. 
i\hnut two wrnlrn litter he held 

Dtth!I 

J:!<H lion 1 
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', -~, 
convicnun"'i'n Mcmphi ... -~.....;..~..-h 

~.-!!:..most fnmous fnmnto, 110@ for the King killing. , 
as n "model prisoner." . "I do not cause trouble here," 
, Ray. hims.elf gr~11ted the firstj Ray told a reporter. "I work six 
Int"~"'~'"• smce his arrest an1 
·- • • hours a day, seven days a week. 

My job is serving food tci my 
cellmates, which requires two· 
hours at each meal." 

He said he had gained 20 
pounds since being transferred 
from the main prison in Nash­
ville 14 months ago to Brushy 
and now weighed 175 pounds, 

Moore said both Ray and 
Morelock had been moved from 
what he called a working area, 
of the prison to its maximum· 
security, section. They were put 
in separate cells. 

Ray has sought several times 
to obtain a new trial in the King 
killing, contending he was pres­
sured by his lawyer into plead­
ing guilty. Each time he has 
lost, the latest rejection coming 
i,!1 Memo!lis Feb. 27, 

,I 

/ ' 
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Brushy Mountain State Prison Warden Robert H. 
Moore holds a piece of concrete James Earl Ray' 
chipped through the wall of his cell to gain a~cess to 

• a heating vent through which he attempted to escape 
Monday morning. The convict was recaptured in the' 
compound at the maximum security prison at Petros 

.• "'bn.•t!r·after climbing through this hole above his hnn!s; .. 
t.:. . ._ __ ._,..,_...,,e~--.,-•-· -- --> ·-- -----··- ·-··- - ., ◄ ·.-
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(Mount Cl lpplng In Space Below) 

Steam Heat 'Thwarted Plan ------------------

Compilod From Press Dlspatch•I 

· · PETROS, Tenn., May 4-James Earl Ray, termed 
by Brushy Mo-qntain State Prison Warden Robert Moore 
and cellmatcs as a "model prisoner" just a month agol 
faliled in an escape attempt yesterday at the maximmi1 

security prison. 1'l. 
News-Sentinel staff writer Wij, 

la(d Yarbrough quoted. Ray in 
an exclusive interview March 25 
as saying he was "just another. 
prisoner" at Brushy Montain,' 
and was treated like one. It was 
the first interview with the con-' 
victed slayer of Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. sirice Ray's arrest 
and conviction. 

Ray was housed ln a "mini-: 
mum security" cellblock, and 
was allowed the run of the block 
as much as other prisoners held 
there, working as a meal server, 
for other men in the block. i 

Rya tried to flee the prison at' 
about 3 a.m. yesterday, but was 
caught in the prison yard about 
20 minutes after he broke out of 
his cell. 

JAME'S E Went Through Tunnel • •ARL RAY · 
..,..., __ ,::,Too hot in tunnel Had, he waited a few weeks,! 
....._ _______ .... , -·-- he might have been successful 

iri his escape attempt. 
• His carefully-planned escape 
route was to be through a huge 1 
concrete steam tunnel that runs 
about 100 ycards outside the 
prison walls. But the 400-degree 
heat in the tunnel drove Ray 
back and he was captured while 
trying to find some other route 
of escape, 

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state,) 
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The tunnel carries 10-inch " ~ 
steam lines to various parts of _ ·¥> 
the prison for heat and the . 
steam will be shut off for the _A _.- _ 
summer in several more weeks. , .)ERlALIZED_, _ 

No Chance in Tunnel 
"He didn't have a chance in I MA '7 1971 : 

that tunnel," said Warden Roh- ' -.F_s_, __ K_N_o~xv,_LlLEl[~,-' / ert M o o r c. "Apparently he 
found it too hot in there for com-
4;;·t u11d>backed out. Th-,;i):t"-'~--t~P~""m'""J'.., ______ _.:. _____ __,._---,,---,-----

----rr"'."'."'---~j"'l'"\".:'"'~-~r----· ...... -------~,---:J I i . \ 1' ·,
1

~ ) f l j" 

• t,· '1' ' / -~ ,·,' 
_, ,/ 
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jp,,,,nl ,. 0 ·bo t 400 d -·-·-; ..... , u CQrnes FaJ,- ' · -rc-nhr-11 ." c • ~r.-i No Rcs.\gn~,:~_,,_.. 'C.allcd n 'Lo11~r• ~,,,. in early' ~~··cl1. 
Even if .Ray had gotten to the i Ray, who came here about a, "He was a loner," said Curtis, About two weeks later he held 

end, of the steam tunnel, Moore .yc:1-r ago to serve his 99-year "but 1f he was planning some- an open house for newsmen and 
s..; ir,, he would have run into, prison term for the King slay- thing, you could bet they'd be at that time he described Ray, 
more trouble. , ing, offered no resistance when thorough plans." Brushy's most famous inmate, 

"There is concrete and bars at he was found by prison guards . His arrest record before he as a "model prisoner." 
the end of the tunnel and if he crouching in shadows of anothe; entered the Tennessee prison Ray himself granted the first! 
could have stood the heat he buil~ing on the grounds-the system shows __ he first was I interyie_w ~ince his arrest _and: 
\'. o~ld still have ha dto saw his µi~x1mui:n security building. ~ooked on susp1c1on of burglary conviction m '."lemp~is in March 1 

\,1ay through the bars," Moore I b~heve he was looking for m Los Angel,es and :was placed 1969 for the Kmg k1lhng. . · i 
said. some place to hide until he on two years probat.10n. He had I "I do not cause trouble here": 
, "He was in the tunnel for only could . find another way out," been h: and out of :,rarious jails Ray had told Yarbrough. ;,I· 

aoout 10 minutes," Moore said Moore said. an~ prisons on various charges work six hours a day, seven• 
"and he ~ad a few burns but But getting out of here isn't u~t1l h~ w~s s~ntenced to the days a week. My job is serving: 
they d1dn t appear to be seri• easy. There's a 20-foot concrete Missouri pnson m 1967. food to my cellinates, which re~. 
Olls." block wall carrying an electric Ra:y apparently had been quires two hours at each meal." 
, lvloore said it would have been charge of 2300 volts in wires at workmg ~n the escape for He said he had gained 20 
1111poss1ble for Ray to have the top. Some have made it, but 1:1onths, with his cellmate, a pounds since being_ transferred; 
rc~chcd the encl of the tunnel not. often. The wall is guarded lifer named Roy Morelock. from the main prison in Nash-, 
wahout being scalded to death by. eight guard towers manned Aide Is a Plumber ville 14 m~nths ago to Brushy 
111 the 400-clcgrec heat. The tun- night a~d day. Morelock, a plumber on the and now :we1~hed 175 po~nds: · 
~c'.:,. wh1r.h leads _to the prison Ray 1s ;10 stranger t_o_escapes inside maintenance crew, is be• One thmg 1s ~or certa)n, Ray's 
c,lca,11 plant _outside the prison an_d wa~, m fact, 8: fugitiye from lieved to have supplied the tools stay her~ wont be quite as.re­
'',~ ~Is, suppltes steam to the M1~soun at_. the time Kmg was from the shop that Ray needed !axed as 1t has been. , , 
~, 1.,~m mess hall and is in use slam. to make the break attempt. Surveillance Vowed 
yea, round. · Escaped in Missouri "Morelock had access to such Up to now he has been housed 

We~I-Planned Effort Ray had served seven years of ~ools as these and he obviously in, a cellblock, along a corridor 
Oth1:rw1sc, it was a "well-con- a 20-year armed robbery sen- mtended to escape with Ray," with 10 cells which ·have little 

':'vcd escape attempt," Moore te~ce w)1en he escaped from the Moore said. "Our guards caught confinement in the individual. 
:;., 1d. M1ssoun State Prison at Jeff er- up the attempt so fast he didn't cells. 

"I believe that he had his son City on April 23, 1967. have time to get out of the cell." The inmates of this section· 
plans ready, and you know he He made good his escape by "We knew something was are able to visit from cellto cell-
rrcently lost an appeal fo~ a hiding in a bread truck that was wrong when a guard found the during their leisure time. Ray­
n<'w tn8I. That probably set him leaving the prison after boast- bar cut away from the ventila- was assigned to a cleanup de. 
off." Moore said. ing, according to fellow prisoner tion fan at the back of the cell tail, and carried food to other 
. "Fir~t, he removed a concrete Raymond Curtis, that he would block," Moore said. "Then the prisoners in the section. . 
block. 111 his cell a1id got out into' co_ll~ct a reported bounty of $1 manhole cov~r (to the tunnel) "I don't _know what_ punish­
an air chamber, a ventilating m1\hon that had been offered for was found lymg on the ground. ment Ray win get for this," said 
area behind the cellblock. He King. W,e made a quick bed check and State Correction Commissioner 
crawled along the air chamber, During the intensive manhunt discovered Ray missing." Mark Luttrell, but he said he 
to the end and_ sawed one bar for Ray after the assassination Ray had set up a dummy in his would be under closer surveil•· 
:inn broke another with a crow-: ~f King, Curtis, then serving bunk in an attempt to fool the ,~,.,~"' fm:n, now on. ,,, .--,t1' 
bar. · t.1111e at Dalton, Ga., told news• guards. · 

" 1 It' p111lrrl l1ims<'lf through n\rf1~_1!iHt; Rny never talked Ronni Meeting Due 
1h" hole irnd got out Into the alJout his plans •. · --~-~:--• Ray's future here will be de• 
ill isnn Y•1 rd behind the cell- ·· -----· t · d 
hlnek. ThC'n he went to the . ermmc by a disciplinary 
i;ir-;11n lunnt'f which lc-nds to Otir board made up of three mem-
. It' 1111 ll I I bers of the prison staff. They 
·· ' 1 " 11. 111011 t 100 .vnrds out•. will dec1·dc on pun1·shment and 
:s...:1~ !!::,...;ml'VJ1.'.'.__ - ':"-:'.-~:...__.. where he w.ill be housed in the 

future. 
_Moore became warden of 

Bm':_;~~~nt~~~ P2:iso ;i ii~ RRAA - . 

1 
• • • 
,1 I 

--L.-c~-·--- __ /, 
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(Mount Clippln;. In Space Below) 

~.... -~. 
James Earl Ray Caught in Effort i 

To Flee Brushy Mountain Pris,on 
PETROS, Tenn. (AP) "He sawed through the bar, 

James Earl Ray, serving ·99 and got a clearqnce of 18 to 
years for killing Dr. Martin 24 inches," Moore said. "Then' 
Luther King Jr., made an un- he crawled out and got into a 
successful, attempt Monday to . ' 
escape from prison. heating tunnel where thei 

R temperature sometimes gets up 
ay sawed and hacked his t 

400 
d 

way out of his cell in Brushy 0
" egrees. ,. 

Mountain prison, but guards re- It apparently got too hot for 
captured him in less than a half him in there and he came out. 
hour before he could find a way Our guards apprehended him." 

to get over the prison wall. Moore said Morelock, serving 

The 42-year.-old Ray pleaded a . li~e term as an habilual 
gpi_!ty to the sniper slaying of crimmal from. Green~ County, 
King outside a Memphis motel worked as a prison mamtenance 
on April 4, 1968. man and had access to such 

tools as hacksaws. 
Warden Robert H. Moore said 

Ray used a hacksaw, appar- "I figure Morelock slipped the! 
cnt.ly slipped to him by his cell- 1.1acksaw to Ray and they holh 
mate, Roy Morelock, to cul .wl.rndcr/. to .... ~sc,ipc,;~_)\f'lf!DC/ 
throiign"one bar of his"'cell.' • ·" ~fr~<ll guards ... l~~ ~~---------1 noise, checked Ray's cell anct 

discovered him missing. More• 
lode didn't have lime to try and 
get out." 

Moore became warden of 
Brushy Mountain prison in early 
March. About two weeks later 
he held an open house for news• 
men, and at that time he de­
scribed Ray as a "model.I 
prisoner." 

nay hin,sclf gl'nnlcd the first' 
inLcrvif1W since his arrest and 
conviction in Memphis in March 
19,m frrn the King killiz:ig, . . . · 

"I do not cause trouNe here;' 
Ray told a reporter. "I work 
six hours a day, seven days, 
a week. My job is serving food; 
to my cellmates, which requires 
two hours at each meal." 

He said he had gained 20 
pounds since ho was lra1rnferred 
from the main prison in Nash• 
ville 14 months ago to Brnshy 
a~d now V::cighcd 175 JlOIJllffa .• , 1 

moorc ~.lid Hay and !VlorclOck 
had been moved from what he 
called a working area of the 
prison to its maximum security 
section. They were put in sep-
arate cells. · 

Ray has. sought sevcra) times 
to obta'in · a new trial · in the 
King killlng, contending he was 
pr0Hs111•cd by hiH lawyer into\ 
pleading r,11ilt.y. J•:ach lii~1c _he 

·,hns losl, the• lnt.(•sL 1·c,1r.ct.1on 
C<)JJ1[Jl!,!,iu.Mr111piliH Ot) v·.d,. 27_. ' --· 
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 

.. onvided slayer of . dvil Right$ 
. ,:- · :ing, ta-s ,<i~xiied .to The Kiicr~­
-t1fat ·he ~temp;t-e(il.· as:econd escg,pe 

-,tairi State ,Pri:SO:tt earlitir,fhis, month; 
----- •1 J, R~~., hi::~•lettar to•News-Senti, , . , 

0 
, 

nel staff writer Willa:rd rY:ar- · . ~q;, . . . . . . ~s ,fl$.fl 
1 brorigh cair1ed from 't~e Petros t s:a.m~.''..~ ., :8~f .,., :.1 · . ~ .) .• : 

!pFis~m ye~terd~ytby h1s·Jjr?th~r 
1

: . /\l7ittijji,t;ytfI~oI,t1olt;, , .. , 
Jerry, said he -was a~lee~ 1,J1h1s i, ,A>,~~ar <at'~,;fi%¥: g;tan,te~d~dt'i, 
cell . .when awal$:ened· aM ac~ I ~1:lit'ID'J1(l)uglti1lhe,1i>JtlMpre$S mteil­
cused of ~t\e,fllp_ttqg t~esol:J!pe.-,.- ••, f ~\li'&Ttei!li:a.s e.vel\given,·t~:.ar.ti~ 
. :The_ pti.son __ . __ w_·_ a_ tden to.·da_ .. Y._ r_e.af•

1

1 
i_c1e_·. de __ aling wi.th. ,: ~--ay'si ,Rm_ . .:.in 

finned tli~t ~Y- was.•c;aught IW'~K l5ut notdis'cussing,.flke,as-
whne t~ying' 1fo · esc~p~ and . •tiration ;of'[)~: fil:qg in~effi•1 
na~d. _ C!)rrecttons of;{ 1 c e.~ s p:h:is:::'"•Ra:r i:-~~i~:i!s'J!ieiis•himc~nti 
'Frey Dyer'and JoH:tf 0':"ep.s as of'•'thaif' 'Cl and his legal. 
the1guartls·whb ~ei-zed h1m, : - ttiunselhas a,-nys\:iits;111,: 

lJPI repQrted Fe:b.. ts that Ray eluding' a 'ha~s • -corpus · p;eti~ · 
atte.inl>ted' eicia:pe· Peo; 5'··an:u tio;n itl .. Fed~ral_:CtiUt'j:' hePe, in 
qlilo~d,'beth ~tc1te_Cofre~trqns 1

' seek:il'l:t,~41,'ei\f trJ,al. 1. , _ ... tv, 
cbrlim1's ·· t ''Mark ' Luttrell R"ay'!'s' ftffl:'e1 t<PNir: ¥arbtotrgh' 
anti'.' _ . ·" Warden 'Robert H. was da.'t;Mr ~ster$N:; :Md ,w#t­
Moore to tllat effect. ·Mr. Lut- ten Jrai,ia, hiS<,:isol~~- ~ll, 
tfe'f(.j~~ief ,,~,f ·:~a~ ,fe,un;g; ~hexe_bi ~$1f\OVfl,£0Uq.~lng1 

: ,cy:a,\y'l~g•. ~Q 'or, ·fr<µn. a._pl~'e'e ,the Teport of the esca~1,at-­
wl'ti:ifa )he'cotdd wdrk-antlnot,l;le temf)t: rt·wasitandwritten;'lrs 
se.en,''. Wai:<;Ien l\1oQre said~ay :typewt-iiter bei:~f": ~-ed, ijim 
h/'ltl ac4.ufr~d .;i; ,ma}{es_hfft haric;J· whi.le, :~e ts•il'.,l ,vhat ~e te,rfpid 
sa\y. ,ai).d Wa;s attempting ~Q s-aw -· '"the hol,e~ Jer1W'R~f :tiead:tb.e 

i -a .i ~~te l~~Rqi11 : ~li,~ c~iJ~J;l& .o'f ~: ' : r,;t't~r.:,:~: :·~8/f~~.Q~t~,, )li~n 

:ro.om ___ . __ ·_ •_._a_ •. d. J.P. _1_n. __ ,_m_ ... g· __ ·_·.· a .. n.••· a. 1J_d,,_t·p. ·_.·•r· :1 .. um,~--•·mit:Nti.i:J,1tto h,1m:· ,, •. ··.. .,., .'. , whe,re 11un,at~s. watylj~.mO','Ies. , .· ~s eontemlili,n;·a 
, ., All ~!clt;R~rted . • · I' ti 
· Walldert Ml!l:Oriktokl:ith:e.News-\ ,i __ 

Sentin:el. to.da;Sn,that he Jdid\not, 
·rep01t tlre1es.ctape,~tt~pt;to1he, 
pre~s •wh¢n '.it oocll!rrre!'lJ1n1Lt1:tat' 
it wasreleasM worn aNasb:viUe, 
office· after it·came to the attert-
ti . official 

1via'r{J:! 
\. e.',~i~:n 
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lt . . .. 0 

f. 
-~""l. 11!.;h a:~~~tlitisbMt~:?: 
impair his . :ollances · ~tJre~ · ·.· 
via the· cou~ts; The letter :t; 
lows: . . . 
'.•'DEAR WlLLAJW, . .·. 

. ''I beHeve I cona, ' · ·. · · 
several times . d .·· ' 
tp the prison- t' 
legal · propiem s 

. '.cited fitst ih • .: 
.(ifappears) iii',· 

. "H,-0 -w e·. · . 
doe'sn'.f ·. 
sort.t~••·•' 

.,:;1 .·,. 

0 
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(Mount Clipping In Space Below) 

:m 
belnignrov. 
, While' tlh:1;i 

. '.w,as bu:stlm 
;~s 
-I.tither Ki" 

. :elf:Jyt' . 
way 
or·· 

. . . · ..... ··. . .. e 
, hree ears ax,riv:ed,.lin NMlt~tllle 
. .four hoors . ~inead of· ,Jibe maiit 
·. gro1,11i Qf, 1&5 prisoners-.'. .. . . . 

· ,Coman,tssa.,ori~lL. ,. A,PW-ijH~ , · §~id 
il!fu;e •m00e of,tran:sipla:r:ta'i:ion vl'as 

.·''-', 
. ·IIJ· 

' 
·sure thetre,. W~>U<> · 
tect crlllicism :a,t,'his -~J:Qf , 
tral')Slfer;'•· · · '."'iL • ;.;;; j 

· T~11s-sa,idt · -·w# 
COmPletedR:;:~ome • ·•,:::I 

For ·fay; lf ~ ai·retum 1:o an 
e~11Mer~e._; ,: . . . . _ .. · . 

Ray, who twice tried t<i es~ 
eape :~ ~ :Brf:lsny'· 'Mounfairi, 
was housed in raol-ation 1):t ~n, 
_tr8_\l •· ~ri~· · ~r~.:~is ijan~~ ,. 
here. . . . .- .· · ,, 

The · al:'iniva;l; and R,ay's entry 
tnito <::en¢tliJ1 Prison wa'~ ax-:,c,o:m­
'.pli~..- fi!l'l; ,q~~ ,~la .. wadting 
n~··::. rs:ggt only ., 
•~ ,. . . ,• ~CJE. 

6 
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8a 12/24/J2. at tlflPZOKillately 9134 All. t.1le 

~df'J09a. 1'na••-• ~.,._. ~Lt.y operdor 
talep111oaically a4'r1sed tile lamait.y Pau.-ol Clea WIDU> 
cw of ~ ...._,ille Of1ice t:llat _. of 'tile Claat~a1I09fa 
btleplioae ._...... 1ta4 • ... dab ~eeelvei a call fna ~" at.._.. frail aa ~ .--.. fte peraoa eallfq 
et.atea ~ a •• 1f.. a. B'IID &•nk) o:f hba., al._._. 
knew all .,__, -· --- M1!f .............. atate4 t:llat 
it woaW - ... -.lle - -,t;Uy tile RI .. 1ta¥e li:. iaf'eai-
..... 1lo .... wa• 9iYeB bf' ~ caller for:- aot. ~ 
t:1'le nn: 4tnctly. 

ftls 1a 6mdalle4 1or poeaible ~tan. 

I - ■ ·. 11h!a 
~ - Gkf,a);;qaa City 
(jl----.we 
wn/wsw 
(4) J,.J.Jl, 
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. to 
MAY 1962 EDITION 
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
SAC 

WILLIAM T. BECKLER 

DATE: 6-16-74 

SUBJECT: JAMES EARL RAY 

5>10-108 

6 At 12:30 AM this date an individual giving name as 
John Travers, Chattanooga, Tenn., telephonically advised that 
earlier in the evening he heard a man in a motel state that he 
was going to 11 Bust" James Earl Ray out of prison sometime next 
week. Complainant said that the unknown man was in travelling 
status and did not know where he was going. 

When pressed for an address or phone number where he 
could be contacted caller refused. He said that he was calling 
from a pay phone and that he was going to call the police dept. 
in Chattanooga or the Secret Service. He would not give any 
details concerning the matter other than stated above. 

Buy U.S. Sa-vings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings P/an. . ~' j 
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6/17/14 

Allft'BL AD MIL 

ac, ...,._ (44-1987) 

SAC, lCl1DD'D,L8 { 44-696) (JD'!) ---
Re Knoxville telephone call to ltellpltis, 6/17/74. 

In the early A.■ •• 6/16/14, a lleffllrity Patrol 
Clerk of the Jtaox,,ille Office received a t.el.ephone call 
ll!'OIB an inti•iAlal. identifying h:blself only as JOIBI 
.,_VBIUJ, Chattanoofa, Tennessee. This intlivUual. 81:atetl 
that earlier that evenill9 he had overhearcl a man in a 
motel, not ftanker i&mtifiecl, state tllat he was 901ftg to 
.__ ......... MY Ollt of prison eometime t1le followiav 
week. -me cal'ler said tllat the person makinc, ··IIUCh sutement 
wu unknown to ldm • 

.._ pressed fo,: . an ·ad4re• oi, plt.oae i:rmaller 
where he C:Ollld·&e ~actet.1, 'the telephone caller refused 
and would not give any tv.rdler details. 

Knoxville iatlices De9ati,re concerning' JC)1II TMVDS. 
TeJ...-ne and City Directories also Mgat:lve re .ta 'f&.VDS. 

This is furnislled for infoaation. of Hellpllis. 

'~"'- is (!.J- JCnowille 

WS11hm Seacch~..,__ __ _ 

(3) /', t 
/!, Serfalized re 

Index ____ _ 
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(Mount Cltpplng In Spoce Below) 

l(i~g Revealfill 

FBI Plot To Ruin 
. WASHINGTON (AP) - The staff of a 

Senate committee said Tuesday that the 
FBI waged a campaign against the late 
Rev._ Martin Luther_ King Jr. including 
sendmg a l~tter;wb,.~ing interpreted 
as a suggest10n he c_o:nmit suicide. 

The ca_mpaign to destroy King's influ­
ence also mcluded the planting of 16 elec­
tronic bugs and eight wiretaps and an ef­
fort to hand pick and promote a successoi 
as the nation's most influential black 
leader, committee lawvers said 

The disclosures came as th~ too law­
yers_ of the Senate intelligence committee 
detailed FBI efforts to investigate, infil­
trate and discredit thousands of persons 
in groups ranging trom the Ku Klux Kian 
and the Communist Party to the women's 
liberation movement. 

Chief counsel F. A. 0. Schwarz III and 
minority counsel Curtis Smothers said the 
full extent of the bureau's activities may 
never be known because most of Director 
J. Edgar Hoover's pe,sonal files were de­
stroyed shortly after, his dea~h in 1972. 

The staff lawyers gave the most 
complete account to date of the FBI's 
co~nterintelligence, or Cointel programs, 
which _were aimed at disrupting the per­
sonal hves of members of alleged terror­
ist, radical or new left groups bv causino 
them to lose their jobs, fight among 
themselves or be arrested t.,y local police. 

They documenrea several attempts at 

ORIGINAL SENT 

ON J/./)/J· 1<9 

destroying the p,arriages of such persons 
through anonymous letters written by 
FBI agents. . ., · ~ 

In the case of King. Smothers testified 
th_at a draft of the anonymous letter his 
wife _received was found at FBI headquar- ', 
ters m the file of deputy director William · 
Sullivan. ""-· -·--

They said Sullivan maintains the draft" 
letter v.r_as planted in his files by persons 
attempting to discredit him. 

Bu_t they added the FBI does not dis-; 
pute. its authorship of the letter or the 
fact 1_t was delivered to King. ,. · r-

Kmg received the letter just 34 days 
before he was to receive the Nobel Peace 
P~ize in 1965, an event which Schwarz 
~aid generated intense FBI efforts to find · 
mfonnat10n to discredit Kin~. .. :";~ 

t . 
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NCCJ ~Co"ndernns F,__BI_ 
•Rarassment' of King 

In the wake of revelations relating to 
FBI harassment of the late Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr., the Knoxville Round 
Table of the National Conference of 
Christians and Jews (NCCJ) has con­
demned the bureau for its alleged perse­
cution of the Civil Rights leader.•----

Members of the Knoxville chapter's 
board registered their protest at a recent 
meeting. "Dr. King was one of the strong­
est advocates and embodiments of the 
brotherhood of man and fatherhood of 
God,' which is NCCJ's stated purpose," 
chapter director Lilliam Mashburn ob­
served after the meeting. 

At the meeting, according to Mrs. 
Mashburn, the group resolved to "urge 
and insist that our congressmen oversee 
with greater scrutiny the conduct of the 
FBI in their investigations of Civil Rights 
activitists seeking to secure their rights 
under the Constitution." ~ ,.,. , . 
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'Request To Test King .:·\ 
Ca~e Evjdence Studied 

JACKSON, Tenn. (AP) - A request 
by CBS to test ballistics evidence in the 
Martin Luther King Jr. slaying has been 
taken under advisement by the Tennessee 
Court of Criminal Appe.:ils. 

The judges on the panel said yesterday 
that initial issues to be decided are 
whether the court has jurisdiction in the 
matter. 

CBS wants to examine and rhotograph 
evidence in the King case for a Jan. 6 
broadcast. · 

Judge Joe Duncan, Knoxville, a rnem• 
ber of the appeals court panel, expressed 
reservations about giving CBS access to 
the evidence because it might cause a 
stampede. 

"Every nut in the world would be here 
with bis expert," Duncan said. "' = ::!) 
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l2/12/75 
CODE 

TELETYPE NITEL 

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (] 00-}06670) 

FROM: KNOXVILLE (]00-3550) (RUC) 

ATTENTION: INTD 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. BUDED DEC .. )2, 1975. 

RE BUREAU TELETYPE DEC. ]0, ]975. 

FOR INFORMATION OF THE BUREAU, THE BELOW-LISTED FILES 

CONTAIN NO INFORMATION REGARDING ANY COINTELPRO PROPOSALS 

OR REQUESTS FOR ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCES BY THE KNOXVILLE 

DIVISION ON .THE INDIVIDUALS OR ORGANIZATIONS SET FORTH 

IN REFERENCED TELETYPE. IN ADDITION, THESE FILES CQNTAIN 

NO TAPES, ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE LOGS, TRA..~SCRIPTS, PHO'l'O-. 

GRAPHS OR BULKY EXHIBITS. 

FOLLOWING IS AN INVENTORY OF MAIN FILES ON INDIVIDUALS 

,,AND ORGANIZATIONS REQUESTED BY THE BUR'EAU,. 

1 • A. KX FILE 44-696, BUFILE 44-3886), 
\ 

B. MURRIN. \ 

C. COVERAGE OF LEADS FROM OTHER OFFICES '1'0 IDENTIFY 

PURCHASER OF RIFLE AND CAR USED BY SUBJECT IN KILLING, 

TO IDENTIFY LAUNDRY MARKS FOUND ON CLOTHING ABANDONED BY 

' 
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KX ]00-3550 PAGE TWO 

SUBJECT: TO LOCATE AND IDENTIFY SUSPECTS IN THIS CASE; 

AND TO CONTACT LOGICAL SOURCES, INCLUDING INFORMANTS, 
-POLICE DEPARTMENTS, CREDIT BUREAUS, AUTOMOBILE REGISTRA-

TION AGENCIES, DANCE STUDIOS, COUNTY COURT CLERKS AND 

VARIOUS COURTS, HOUSING FACILITIES, BA..~KING INSTITUTIONS, 

ETC. 1 ANO BACKGROUND INFORMATION REGARDING JAMES EARL RAY. 

D. THREE VOLUMES WITH 444 SERIALS AND A ]A FILE 

WITH ]8 ENTRIES, THE MAJORITY OF WHICH ARE PHQTOGRAPHS 

OF RAY AND ARTIST'S CONCEPTION PHOTOS. 

2. A. KX FILE J00-3550, BUFILE ]00-)06670. 

B. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. ; SM-C. 

C. COMMUNICATIONS FROM OTHER OFFICES SETTING FORTH 

INFORMATION REGARDING INDIVIDUALS IN KNOXVILLE DIVISION, 

INFORMATION RE TESTIMONIAL DINNER FOR RING AT CHATTANOOGA, 

TENN., IN )965, INFORMATION RE KING'S VISIT TO HIGHLANDER. 

FOLK SCHOOL tN ]957 AND TWO NRWSPAPEa CLIPPINGS. 

D. ONE VOLUME WITH ]2 SERIALS. 

A. KX FILE ]57-253, BUFILE ]57-]025. 

B. PLOT TO ASSASSINATE MARTIN LUTHER KING AND 
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KX J00-3550 PAGE THREE 

JACK GREENBERG, ATTORNEY, NAACP, MOBILE, ALABAMA, MAY ]7, 

J 964 r RM. 

C • CONTACTS WITH CONFIDENTIAL SOURCES RE ABOVE PLOT 

AS INFORMATION RECEIVED THAT SEVERAL ARMED MEN TO BE 

STATIONED WHERE GREENBERG AND KING SCHEDULED TO SPEAK 

MAY ]7, ]964, MOBILE, ALABAMA. 

D. ONE VOLUME WITH ]4 SERIALS. 

A. KX FILE ]57-23]9. 

B. FIRST ANNUAL MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. · PARADE, 

CHATTANOOGA, TENNESSEE, JAN. JS, ]972; CIVIL UNREST. 

C. A PEACEFUI., PARADE WAS HELD IN HONOR OF KING 'S 

BIRTHDAY AT CHATTANOOGA JAN. ]5, ]972, WITH NO INCIDENTS .. 

SOME PARTICIPANTS IN PARADE SET FORTH. 

D. ONE VOLUME WITH 37 SERIALS, INCLUDING NEWSPAPER 

CLIPPINGS. 

A. KX FILE ]57-2]27. 

B. DEMONSTRATIONS IN CONNECTION WITH ANNIVERSARY 

OF DEATH OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., APRIL 4, ]97]; RM. 
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KX ]00-3550 PAGE FOUR 

C. INFORMATION RECEIVED VARIOUS GROUPS TO DEMONSTRATE 

APRIL 4, ]97], ON THIRD ANNIVERSARY OF DEATH OF KING; 

CONTACTS WITH LOGICAL SOURCES, KNOXVILLE DIVISION, REVEALED 

NO DEMONSTRATION REPORTED. 

D. ONE VOLUME WITH 6 SERIALS. 

A. KX FILE ]57-]597, BUFILE ]57-)2709. 

B. COMMEMORATION OF THE DEATH OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, 

JR., APRIL 4, }969; RM. 

C. INFORMATION RECEIVED THAT SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN 

LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLC) PLANNED TO COMMEMORATE FIRST 

ANNIVERSARY OF DEATH OF KING ON DAYS PRECEDING AND FOL­

LOWING APRIL 4, ]969. CONTACT WITH LOGICAL SOURCES AND 

POLICE DEPARTMENTS, KNOXVILLE DIVISION, REVEALED NO 
-

ACTIVITY OTHER THAN MEMORIAL SERVICE HELD LATE MARCH ]969, 
. 

IN CHATTANOOGA, WHERE FORMER TEACHER OF KING SPOKE. 

D. ONE VOLUME WITH 28 SERIALS. 

A. KX FILE ]57-}597, BUFILE ]57-]2709. 

B. SECOND ANNIVERSARY OF DEATH OF MARTIN LUTHER 

KING, JR., APRIL 4, J970; RM. 
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KX ]00-3550 PAGE FIVE 

C. INFORMATION RECEIVED DEMONSTRATIONS TO OCCUR 

THROUGHOUT THE UNITED STATES APRIL 4 1 ]970, COMMEMORATING 

THE DEATH OF KING. CONTACT WITH LOGICAL SOURCES INDICATED 

NO ACTIVITY OCCURP..ED, KNOXVILLE DIVISION. 

D. ONE VOLUME WITH]] SERIALS. 

A. KX FILE ]57-]298. (NOTE: FOUR BELOW-LISTF.J) CASES 

MAINTAINED IN ONE KX FILE, NO BUPILE NO. AVAILABLE.) 

B. }) ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.; RM. 

2) MARTIN LUTHER KING MEMORIAL SERVICE, SUNDAY, 

APRIL 7, ]968, EAST TENNESSEE. 

3) PROPO$ED MOTORCADE, KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE, TO 

MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, .KPRIL 8, ]968, TO SUPPORT CITY OF 

MEMPHIS SANITATION WORKERS1 RM. 

4) RACIAL SITUATION FOLLOWING ASSASSINATION OF 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., APRIL 4, ]968. 

C. J) INFORMATION SET FORTH RIOTS MIGHT DEVELOP 

AFTER DEATH OF KING. INFORMANTS AND MILITARY INTELLIGENCE 

AGENCIES CONTAC1ED. 
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KX ]00-2550 PAGE SIX 

2 & 4) LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICIALS AND OTHER 

SOURCES REPORTED MEMORIAL AND PROTEST MARCHES HELD 

APRIL 7, ]968, KNOXVILLE, KINGSPORT AND JOHNSON CITY, 

TENNESSEE. 

3) POLICE OFFICER REPORTED MOTORCADE TO LEAVE 

KNOXVILLE FOR MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, APRIL 8, ]968, TO GIVE 

SUPPORT TO SANITATION WORKERS' STRIKE IN THAT CITY. 

D. ONE VOLUME WITH ] 4 SERIALS. 

A. KX FILE ]57-)279, BUFILE ]57-8424. 

B. POOR PEOPLE'S CAMPAIGN; RM. 

C.. CONTACTS WITH INFORMANTS, LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT 

AGENCIES, MILITARY INTELLIGENCE GROUPS AND TRANSPORTATION 

COMPANIES RE TRAVEL OF PARTICIPANTS FROM EAST TENNESSEE 

TO WASHINGTON, D. C., AND INFORMATION RE STOPOVER OF 

PARTICIPANTS IN ELEVEN CHARTERED BUSES, CHILHOWEE PARK, 

KNOXVILLE, TENN., MAY 9, ]968, AND ~NDIVIDOALS IN KNOXVILLE 

AREA PARTICIPATING IN THIS MATTER. MAJORITY OF FILE CON­

SISTS OP NUMEROUS COMMUNICATIONS SETTING FORTH ITINERARY 

OF PARTICIPANTS TO WASHINGTON, D. C., AND INDIVIDUALS 

CONNECTED WITH THIS MATTER. 
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KX ]00-3550 PAGE SEVEN 

D. THREE VOLUMES WITH 237 SERIALS. 

3. A. WIFE, CORETTA KING - NO MAIN FILE. 

B. FATHER, MARTIN LUTHER KING-SR. - NO MAIN FILE. 

C. A. KX 44-)343, BUFILE 44-60978. 

B. MARCUS WAYNE CHENAULT, AKA; MRS. MARTIN LUTHER 

KING, SR. - VICTIM: EDWARD BOYKINS - VICTIM1 JIMMIE 

MITCHELL - VICTIM: CR. 

C. CONTACT WITH DRIVER OF GREYHOUND BUS, 

CHATTANOOGA, TENN. , WHO REPORTEDLY DROVE BUS OCCUPIED 

BY SUBJECTS TO ATLANTA, GA., JUNE 30, ]974. 

D. ONE VOLUME WITH ] ] SERIALS. 

D. A. KX FILE ]57-]68, BUFILE ]57-88]. 

B. UNSUBS; BOMBING OF GASTON ,MOTEL, BIRMINGHAM, 

ALABAMA, MAY]], ]9631 BM. 

UNSUBSr BOMBING OF THE RESIDEY«!E OF REV. 

A.D.W. KING, BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA, MAY ]J, ]963: BM. 

SIT-INS, BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA, BGINNING 

APRIL 3, ]9631 RM. 
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KX ]00-3550 PAGE EIGHT 

C. INFORMATION RE WHEREABOUTS OF BOMBING SUSPECTS 

DURING PERTINENT DATES OF BOMBINGS, CONTACTS WITH INFORMANTS, 

ATTEMPTS TO ASCERTAIN IDENTITY OF AUTOMOBILE USED IN ABOVE, 

CHECK OF LONG-DISTANCE TELEPHONE CALLS MADE BY BOMBING 

SUSPECTS 30 DAYS PRIOR TO MAY ]2, ]963, AND INTERVIEWS 

WITH MEMBERS OF UKA, INC., KKKK, WHO ATTENDED KLAN RALLY 

MAY]], ]963, AND PHOTOGRAPHS OBTAINED. 

D. SEVEN VOLUMES WITH ]33 SERIALS. MAJORITY OF 

FILES CONTAIN LENGTHY BIRMINGHAM REPORTS IN CAPTIONED 

MATTER. TWO ]A VOLUMES CONSISTING OF 6 ENTRIES, INCLUDING 

PHOTOGRAPHS OF SUSPECT AUTOMOBILE AND INTERVIEWS WITH 

MEMBERS OF UKA, INC., KKKK, AND OWNERS OF ]960-6] BUICKS.IN 

TENNESSEE AND MISSISSIPPI. 

E. SISTER, CHRISTINE KING FARRIS, AKA - NO MAIN F.ttLE. 

4. A. KX FILE ]57-]36, BUFILE ]00-438794. 

B. COMINPIL OF SCLC: EM - SCLC. 

C. IDENTIFICATION OF INDIVIDUALS IN KNOXVILLE 

DIVISION REPORTED TO BE CONNECTED WITH SCLC. MAJORITY 

OF FILE CONSISTS OF LENGTHY ATLANTA REPORTS FOR YEAR~ 

] 965 - J 972. 
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KX ]00-3550 PAGE NINE 

D. FOUR VOLUMES WITH 98 SERIALS. 

5. A. KX FILE ]00-3520, BUFILE ]00-442529. 

B. COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN RACIAL MATTERS (CIRM}, 

IS - C. 

C. MAJORITY OF FILE CONSISTS OF LENGTHY REPORTS 

FROM OTHER DIVISIONS AND COPIES FURNISHED TO KNOXVILLE 

DIVISION AS INDIVIDUALS CONNECTED WITH THIS MATTER 

TRAVEL OR MIGHT TRAVEL TO KNOXVILLE.DIVISION. 

D. FOUR VOLUMES WITH 97 SERIALS. 

6. A. KX FILE ]00-238], BUFILE ]00-3-]]6. 

B. CPUSA - NEGRO QUESTION; IS - C. 

C. CONSISTS OF VARIOUS INFORMATIVE COMMUNICATIONS 

AND IDENTITIES OF INDIVIDUALS IN KNOXYILLE DIVISION; 

NO PERTINENT INFORMATION RE THIS INQUIRY OTHER THAN 

NAMES LEVISON, SCLC AND MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. MENTIONED. 

· D. ONE VOLUME WITH 3 2 SERIALS. 

7. STANLEY DAVID LEVISON - NO MAIN FILE. 

END. 
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. ~t the_s~e time, ~he department's Civil Rights and 
(Mount Clipping lncnmmal d1v1s1ons are mvestigating the CIA's actions in r--_________________ ;.._ ___ .;..;____::...._the 1971 break~in of a ~airfax City, Va., photo shop. 

FBI Actions 
King Slaying 
Probed Deeply 

• 1n <>-_...._..., 

By DAN THOMASSON 
Scr11)PS-ffoffllfd >loll WrU-er 

WASHINGTON - The Justice Department is delving 
deeply into the FBl's handling of the investigation of Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr.'s assassination to determine ! 
whether the bureau was involved in any way in the Civil i 
Rights leader's siaying. i 

A team of attorneys from the department's Civil ; 
Rights Division, headed by Assistant Atty. Gen. J. Stan-, 
ley Pottinger, has been pouring through nearly 100 super-: 
sensitive FBI fil€s on King and on his assassination. Until ! 
now most of those files have b€en so secret that only a 1 

few of the bureau's top officials have had access to them. , 
· The department's prob€ of an FBI investigation - : 
rare if not unique in the history of the bureau - has been, 
.prompted by increased public debate over the thorough-. 
ness of the FBI inquiry into King's 1968 slaying in 
Memphis. That debate was stimulated by new Senate 
Intelligence Committee disclosures of FBI harrassment · 
of King during the 19&."ls. 

"We rnriously doubt anyone in the bureau was in­
volved in the assassination," a deoarunent source said. 
"But the FBI's actions against King certainly raise ques­
tions we want to get answered." ,--_______,, 

The inquiry began in November, shortly after the 
Intelligence Committee revealed bureau activities 
against King - wiretaps, bugs, persona! surveillance and 
even a letter aimed at convincing him to take his own life 
- were far more extensive tJ1an previously disclosed. 

The investigation also comes at a time when at least 
one congressional subcommittee - a Senate Judiciary 
Committee panel set up to oversee the FBI - is prepar­
ing to conduct its ov,rn inquiry into the King case. 

"V.'hat the department can't ignore, as we can't," 
said a congressional source, "is whether the intense har­
rassment of King led someone or some element in the 
bureau into something more serious or tempered the 
investigation. I have doubts the deparL"Tlent will get very 
far, because I don't think FBI files will show very much 
••• unless someone really was stupid." ~ • ..,.,, 

The department also actively is investigating a num• 
ber of otl1.er FBI activities including possible violations of , 
Federal Civil Rights statutes by agents carrying out a ! 

bureau program to disrupt and harrass antiwar activists ; 
and others during the late 1960s and early 1970s. i 

It further is trying to ascertain whether there were I 
law violations in the award of bureau contracts, and 
whether there was any bureau involvement - other than 
use of informants - with a militant, right-wing San 
Diego, Calif., terrorist group known as the Secret Army 
Organization. _,_..,...._..., ,---,,...,..._,,_, 

The Senate Intelligence Committee is Investigating 
allegation~_ t"ie bureau_-supplied _the grool'. we_apons. FBI / 
Director Clarence E. Kelley denied flatly Sunaay that the , · 
bureau did any more than use an informant in trying to I 
investigate the organ.ization., . •. ... .,, · 

_l__-1 L/- 7 lo ~~·~· ,, 
1 

F~er CIA D,~ector_ Richard Helms reportedly faces 
b_e1_ng ~harged w1~ misdemeanors for the agency's par­
tiCIQi!t19n with Fairfax police in· the break-in. -~----.n 

Depa_rtment sour~s said a decision on rrosecution of 
J:Iel!115 _wdl _be made m a week. The five-year statute of 
hm1tat1ons 1s expected to run out on the case in about one 
month. -· 

The department also is investigating Helms' appear­
anc~ b€fore a number of congressional committees to 
~ if Helms, now ambassador to Iran, committed per­
Jury. ,. .., ---~~_,,, ____ __,;::::..., _________ _ 
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Byfa Capitalizing on Probe of ~FBJ 
. . . I 

KinQCase 
A weekly Size-Up b, tt,e wa,l!in!lla• staff 

., (!,I It!:LScriaPS•Howard Newe:i-m· __,. 
WASHINGTON - New probe .of al­

leged FBI failings in the investigation of 
Dr, Martin Luther King Jr.'s assassina­
tion is being set up by Senate's toughest 
interrogator, Senate Democratic Whip 
Robert C. Byrd (W. Va.}. 

Byrd, favorite-son presidential hope­
ful, has told his special Senate Judiciary 
Committee staff to begin thorough inves­
tigation of FBI handling of still-troubling 
King case. Full Senate hearings couid fol-
low by spring. . ,.,,__ __ 

Byrd, only really active member of a 
Judiciary Committee subpanel charged 
with FBI oversight, wants to find out if 
there is any connection between bureau's 
harassment of King and the apparently 
sloppy investigation after his murder. 

Headline-making revelations could 
boost Byrd's bid for place on party's nae 
tional ticket, offset his long-ago member­
ship in Ku Klux Klan and so-so civil 
rights voting record. ., -~ 

Byrd's incisive, persistent questioning 
of former acting FBI Director W. Patrick 
Gray on FBI's Watergate follow-up helped 
lead to major Watergate revelations, 
undid Gray's confirmation chances. 

Aided by top-notch staff, 57-year-old 
Byrd is a Senate powerhouse. patient but 
tenacious. "When he goe11 after some­
thing," said a Senate colleague, "watch 
out.." ., • · 

-. 

. 
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CitY~oundl Rejects King Hofida}'; 
2 Hurt as Police Oust Protesters 

By LOIS THOMAS 
News-Sentinel staff Writer 

In a bitter, disrupted meeting, City 
Council last night finally turned down the 
proposal that would have made the late 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.'s birthday a 
city holiday. _.___,, 

The action came after police removed 
about a dozen chanting and shouting 
black persons from the meeting at the 
Civic Coliseum Ballroom and resulted in 
several gatherings of angry black groups 
after the meeting. One person was arrest­
ed and he and the arresting officer were 
injured, poice said. 

Clarence Hardin. 24, of 2406 McCalla 
Ave., was charged with assault and bat­
tery, failure to obey a lawful police order 
and resisting arresL He was treated for a 
head cut at University Hospital. He was 
returned to City .Jail but later released on 
his own recognizance for a City Session 
C~urt hearing Friday. Policeman Roger 
W. Bates was taken to Presbyte1ian Hos­
pital for injuries received in an 
alterC',ation with Hardin, poiice said. At· 
tendants said he had a black eye but was 
admitted after complai.n.ing of chest 
pains and was in satisfactory condition 
today. 

The decision to release Hardin on his 
own recognizance was made by Mayor 
Randy Tyree and Safety Director George 
Caldwell, after they talked with U1e ar­
resting officer, the mayor said today. He 
said he knows Hardin's father and is sure 
there'll be no problem with Hardin's ap-
pearance in court. -~ · ..,. · 

Council also voted 5-to-3 to name 
Councilman Willie Belle Hembree vice 
mavor instead of Councilman Arthur 
(Smiley) Blanchard, whose election to the 
post was overturned two weeks ago. 

During discussion last night on the 
holiday question, . Mayor Tyree was 
jeered for commenting the city has ex­
perienced "an excelient racial situation." 
He urged that the matter be discussed in 
a "rational intelligent manner," warning 
if "emotions take over on either side 1t 
could cause serious damage to the com­
munity for a long, long time:' 

Councilman Theotis Robinson counter­
ed he didn't think the city has enjoyed 
good race relations as much as "we have 
enjoyed an atmosphere in which we have 
not had to come to grips with the prob­
lems black people face in this city." 

He said the absence of confrontation 
"does not repreesent good race relations, 
but the fact there has been a deaf ear on 
the part of certain segments of the com­
munity in hearing and understanding the 
needs and aspirations of the black 
community.'' , 

There was standing room oniy in the 
ballroom when the matter was brough .. 
up, and a large number of the audien~ 

queued up to speak on the issue. Mayor 
Tvree asked that discussion be limited to 
three minutes each, but after a couple of 
persons had so spoken, Councilman Rex 
Davis asked that the discussion be limited 
to persons who had not spoken at the 
previous two council meetings where the · 
matter had been brought up. After re£eiv­
ing· some catcalls and remarks from the 
audience, Councilman Davis made a mo­
tion to deny the holiday. The motion was 
seconded by Councilman Jack Sharp. 

Councilman Robinson then made a 
substitute motion that the holiday be ap­
proved. This died without a second. Coun­
cilman Blanchard then made a substitute 
motion that the holiday be approved with 
pay "for those city employes who wish to 
take it." Councilman Robinson seconded 
this motion "not because ifs the way I 
want it to go but to try to salvage some­
thing out of this whole debaucle.'' 

Before council could vote on the 
motions, Bob Butler, Taliwa Court, inter­
rupted the proceedings and demanded to 
speak, saying he had sat through the 
meeting for two hours and was not going 
to be denied his chance. 

He said he wanted to "pose a solution 
before this gets out of hand," and sug­
gested council "vote yes to legalize the 
holiday now and work out the specificities 
later." He said his "constituency" had 
told him "not to leave here until we get· 
what we want." " "" 

After the substitute motion failed 7-2. 
with Councilmen Robinson and Blanchard 
as those voting for it, Mr. Butler began 
chanting a demand for the holiday that 
was picked up by others in the audience. 

Poiice led Mr. Butler and then others 
away as they came chanting toward the 
microphone at the front of the council 
chambers. The group was escorted tJ_y po-
lice out of the coliseum. ' · 

Council agreed to listen to those per­
sons remaining who wished to SJ¾eak on 
the issue and then voted 6-to-3 to deny the 
holiday. Voting to deny were Councilmen 
Davis, Sharp, Hembree, Jean Teague, 
·Bernice O'Connor and M.T. Bellah. Coun­
ciiman Milton Roberts joined Mr. Robin­
son and Mr. Blanchard in voting against 
the denial motion. Councilman Roberts 
said he was voting against denial because 
he thought it should be observed as a 
memorial day. "' ' " 

The proposal to make the Jan. 15 a ~ 
paid city holiday in honor of the late Civil 
Rights leader had been on council's agen• ~­
da for the past three meetings, with coun-
cil declining to act on it one way or anoth- · 
er unJ.il last night. •. · 

Councilman Robinson said today the 
Jli~holiiJY ~uestiQD. :'has .not_been de-, 
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feated; it has only been delayed. I'll bring 
it up again and if it is defeated, I'll bring 
it up again and again," he said. 

Mr. Robinson said he had not set a 
date on which to bring the question be-
fore council again. · · 

Safety Director George Caldwell said 
today an investigation was bemg m_ade to 
determine if any officers involved m l~st 
night's trouble at the council meeting 
were guilty of police brutality. 

He said from the reports he had read 
thus far the police officers did an "out­
standing" job in handling the situation .. 

He said he would review all affidavits 
before making any more stat1;ments. 

Council elected Mrs. Hembree the vice 
mayor despite the fact parliamentary 
rules state elections cannot be reconsider­
ed, as was the case in this instance. 

Council two weeks ago voted to recon­
sider the election of Mr. Blanchard to the 
post by a 5-to-4 vote after Mrs. Teague 
said she had "made a mistake" in voting 
f·;,r Mr. Blanchard. · " 

·, L1s.t night, when Mr. Blanchard asked 
ror a ruling regarding the legalities of 
reconsideration, .City Law Director Jon 
Roach said according to parliamentary 
procedures "the elections of individuals 
cannot be reconsidered." However, Mr. 
Roach said because of irregularities in 
the election, it was his opinion that it 
could be reconsidered. Mayor Tyree ruled 
that "because of procedural errors we 
will reconsider." .-~ ...... -" 

Mr. Roach said the errors evolved in 
that seconds were asked for the nomina­
tions, which is not required, and that no 
motion was ever made to close the 
nominations. 

An effort by Councilman Robinson to 
defer action on the election until Council­
man Bellah could be present also failed. 
Mr. Bellah was out of town on business 
and arrived after at the council meeting 
after the vote was taken. Voting for Mrs. 
Hembree were Councilmen O'Connor, 
Roberts, Teague, Sharp and Hembree. 

Councilman Blanchard said he "hated 
we had to get off to such a bad start, and 
I hope we can work together. I felt like 
'queen for a day.' I just felt the top vote 
getter was automatically the vice 
mayor." .. e 

Councilman Roberts disputed Mr. 
Blanchard's statement, saying that he 
had been the top vote getter in several 
elections and had not served as vice 
mayor. 

Council also voted unanimously to 
"defer indefinitely" an ordinance amend-· 
ment that would make less restrictive the 
rules on who can hold wholesale and re­
tail liquor licenses. 

Council voted S-1 to deny permission of 
irst Evangelical Church to build a 
urch in the Residential zone. Neighbor­
od residents around the 1812 Farr Drive 

s protested the church would be detri• 
rn ta! to the neighborhood in terms of 
tra ·c and congestion problems. Metro­
polit· Planning Commission had granted 
permission for the zone change to allow 
for the church over the objections of the 
MPC staff. Mrs. Teague was the lone 
dissenter. · 

Council also approved purchasing the 
site for the new Bearden Junior High 
School for $575,000. 
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!;_"fFOPTS TO LOC.~TF LEON po1,1FLL, 0:\1 T!HS D/\TE STILL NEG,ATnn~:. 

TO LOCAT? HIM AND ADVISE HIM TO CONTACT THE ATLANTA ·OFFICE OF THE 

FBI. 

MRS. L. ~.J. PF.HMP1GTO~), DIRECTOR OF' PSRSONrJEL, CITY OF 

NO OTHER RFLATIVES ARE LISTED ON THF EMPLOYMENT APPLICATION. 

FMPLOYMftJT APPLIC,'\TI0/·1 l•i(\S F'~-Li:;D~"' TH4' FOLL0 1s!ING 

i:;-" -'.', K I JI\ L DO \l , P() 1 JT P" 1 , /; 0 PY:, 1? R JU L 1-.z . _ 

1,11'\LTFR ,.;.n)US, PO,l!T17' 1, COPP;<";:? 1UL.L; CL/\!lSG'. CRt1~,JQRD, 

ROUTS 1, CO?PFR HILL. 9E~ORDS FUPTHFR REFL~CT THtT GODFREY WENT 

"I 

_____________________ ...;_ ______________ - - - ---
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PAG t;' T:-!P!7 V (44-2386) 

· 1{ : 10 XVI LLE 

A?~OLD RAY GODFREY. C VIL RIGHTS DIVISIO~, D~PAnTMEHT OF JUSTICE, 

Ht\S pr;-nUFSTFD THAT GODFREY':::; RF:L.0TIVES, .~SSOCIATP:S B:-i' IDF~lTIFIED 

,INT?PVI"'.V LF0\1 P0 1,rELL. 

END. 

PLS HOLD 

______________________________ __,, __ . ·~ 
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FD-36 (Rev. 2-14-74) 

FBI 

Date: 2/7 /76 

Transmit the following in -----"'-P.,.,,LAJ1=~~.T ___________________ _ 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

TELETYPE URGENT 
I 

I 

----------------------' (Precedence) / 
Via _________ _ 

------------------------------------------------' ---------

TO DIRECTOR, FBI (44-3886]) 

ATL.7\NTA (44-2386) 

EL PASO (44-920) 

MEMPHIS (44-]987) 

FROM KNOXVILLE (44-696) 

MURKIN. 

(RUC) ~ 
RE ATLANTA TELETYPE TO DIRECTOR FEB. 6, ]976. 

LOIS l\JALDEN GODFREY AND HUSBAND, ROBERT K. GODFREY, 

ROUTE ONE, GRASSY CREEK ROAD, COPPER HILL, TENN., INTER­

VIEWED FEB. 7, ] 97 6. GODFREY STATED ENTIRE F1\MILY 1\10VED 

TO ATL.ANTJ\, GA. ARE.A IN LATE ]940 1 S AND HE IS ONLY 

MEMBER OF FAMILY CURRENT IN TENN. 

HE ADVISED HIS MOTHER, MARY GODFREY, RESIDES WI+H 

HIS SISTER, SHIRLEY BULLOC.K, ADDRESS UNKNOWN, BUT TH4T 

BULLOCK CAN BE RE.ACHED THROUGH THE MARIETTA, GA. SCHOOL 

BOARD WHERE SHE IS EM.PLOYED DIRECTING TRAFFIC AT SCHOOL 

CROSSINGS. OTHER SISTERS, MRS. R. L. (EDNZ\.) ENSLEY A:'.m 

MRS • IRA (DENA) S.MITH, RES IDE ON ROUTE ONE , BLUE RIDGE , GA • 

BROTHER, JZtMES T. GODFREY, ALSO RESIDES ROUTE 0~1E,<;l.f).ff!:~
9

~_ 
MJR/kjj 

(1) 
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FD-36 (Rev. 2-14-741 

FBI 

Date: 

Transmit the following in -------------------------------< 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via _________ _ 
(Precedence) 

________________________________________________ I---------

PAGE TWO 

KX 44-696 

RIDGE, GA. MRS. GODFR.t'ti;Y ,ADVISED OTHER BROTHER, LEE 

CA,RROLL GODFREY, HAS IN THE PAST BEEN IN'VOLVED IN 

CRIMINAL .ACTIVITY A.ND HAS USED THE Ni'\ME ARNOLD R}\Y 

GODFREY IN THE PAST. ACCORDING TO THE GODFREYS, LEE 

CARROLL GODFREY'S WHEREABOUTS PRBSE:NTLY UNKNO't'71\f, HOWEVER, 

WAS INCARCERATED AT BLUE RIDGE COUNTY ,JAIL DURING CHRISTMAS, 

] 974. THEY ALSO A...DVISED THAT IN NOV .• ] 975, ANOTHER BROTHER, 

RAYS. GODFREY, DIED AND EFFORTS TO LOCATE LEE GODFREY 

AT THAT TIME NEGATIVE. LEE GODFREY IN THE BLUE RIDC";E, GA. 

AREA. SINCE NOV. AND RELATIVES BELIEVE HE IS RESIDING IN 

F.LLIJ.7\Y, G}\. NEITHER LOIS OR RODERT GODFREY ACQUAINTED 

WITH A RALPH (LNU) AND STATED THAT BROTHER ARNOLD H2'.S 

NOT RESIDED IN THE COPPER BILL AREA IN.27 YEARS AND HAS NO 

A$S0CIATES IN THE AREJ\. THEY ADVISED l\RN0LD MARRIED TO 

!'-HLLIE C?\.;V[ERON AFTER MOVING TO ATLMJT.Pi. 

REFERENCES FRANK l·7ALDEN, \'•7ALTE:1. STYMUS AND CLAUDE 

CRAWFORD LISTED AS REFERENCES BY ARNOLD IN ]949 WERE 

NEIGHBORS OF THE GODFREY F}\MILY IN C0PPI:?, HILL PRIOR TO 

Approved:----=-----------­
Special Agent in Charge 

I 

Sent ________ M Per ______ _ 
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FD-36 (Rev. 2-14-74) 

FBI 

Date: 

Transmit the following in __________________________ ________, 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via __________ _ 
(Precedence) 

________________________________________________ I---------

PA(;E THREE 

KX 44-696 

MOVING TO ATL.ANTA. LOIS GODFREY ADVISED ARNOLD NOT IN 

CONTACT WITH THESE INDIVIDUALS SINCE MOVING TO ATL.i\NTA. 

LEAD. ATLANTA. 1\T MARIETTA AND BLUE RIDGE, G}\. 

LOC.ATE AND INTERVIEW RELATIVES OF AR~10LD RAY GODFREY 

CONCERNING ASSOCIATE BY THE NAME OF RALPH (LNU). ALSO 

ATTEMPT TO DETERMINE WHEREABOUTS OF BROTHER, LEE CARROLL 

GODFREY, WHITE :MALE, AGE 42, AND SET FORTH LE .. ADS TO 

LOCATE AND INTERVIE'W HIM CONCERNING INSTANT MATTER. 

END 

Approved: ______________ _ Sent ________ M Per ______ _ 
Special Agent in Charge 
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7/8/76 

PLAINTEXT 

TELETYPE NITEL 

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-3886]) 

SAC, MEMPHIS (44-2366) 

ADIC, NEW YORK ()74-2366) 

PROM: KNOXVILLE (149-]]4) (44-696) (RUC) 

LAGBOM. EID. 00: NEW YORK. KX FILE·]49-]]4. 

MURKIN. 00: MEMPHIS. KX FILE 44-696. 

FOR INFO BUREAU AND RECEIVING OFFICES, ANONYMOUS 

TELEPHONE CALLER ADVISED AT 2:45 P.M., JULY 8, ]976, 

THAT THE INDIVIDUAL WHO KILLED DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING 

AND WHO WAS ALSO RESPONSIBLE FOR THE RECENT BOMBINGS 

IN THE AIRPORTS IS ONE RICHARD OSBON (PHONETIC), JR. 

THIS WAS ALL OF THE INFORMATION WHICH THE CALLER 

FURNISHED AND THE CALL WAS THEN TERMINATED IMMEDIATELY 

INFORMATION BEING FURNISHED RECEIVING OFFICES 

FOR EVALUATION AND POSSIBLE ASSISTANCE IN INVESTIGATION. 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 

END. 

(i;\_ 44-696 
\DRB/sjw 

(2) 

• 
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-7 : 1 4 P :ti ;,; I TEL 7 - 9- 7 6 JP Z 

\(:-.JO XV IL LZ C 14 9- 114) C 44 .:.·S 96) 

P,DIC, >JEW Y0R}{ 074-2366) 

;-]Y I'.JDIC'.IS t-JEG,6iTIVC FOR O()RICHJ'1RD 0S30rl, JR.CX). 

MO FURTHER HlVESTIGP,TIOt~ BEPJG· conDUCT~~D SY tlE\'i YORK. 

RE Ti'.'. HJ ED FOR FUTURE 
, 

H!\JLSTIGATIVE ASSISTA:JCE. 

?\RMED AOD DA:JGE~us. 

PL S HCJ LD 

.... 
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\~ ~G~ ~~rtin. Luther, Jr:., (Re() 
9- ~ ., 

(8-57) 
··_•. ·, ~.._k~!~o-7: ~ . .. :~_---.-Qi,\'. . 

6l-12-440 . t 

116-913 
r~ • -- fl0-58) 62-618-274 

, 1 (3-68) 157-127~* WA· Spring Project (10-57) 105~0A_2l · 
' 15 7-61-1598, 1602 ,1605, 1607 ~ (3/61) 100-3301-641 

1623,1970, 
(10-58) 62-618-274 (3/6Qll 157-37-3K 

I f6-65) 157-117-337 338 (12/60} 157-35-17 
![ll-65) 100-121-258' (9/60) 157-63-5 
_

1

1(6/65) 100-3550* (2-71)62-0.:.5927 (6-61) 100-0-2785 
(27~6) 100-0-2973 (3-71) 157-2127* 100-3301-758, 

. t,2166) 100-3592 c3_69 ) r57 _1597 * (5-62) 157-35c-67 
(1-68) 61-12-1136 (7-62) 157-153-1 

(8-62) 157-153-15 
~xx:xl<j:~~ . . (4-64} 157-35C-152 

(4-68) Rae.Sit.after murder of (5/64) 157•253* 
. .· 157-1298* (12-67) 157-00-184 ~::J r~-68) victim, Murkin 44-696* (5/68) 157-1324-1 

7,S.t._JJ-69) 157-1218-101 ·. -~~~~--~- ~-~ ~-:=~~-~-,~-:--;~-:-:::~:t~!~:-. -~ -~~;:, 
:'i 

~ ·_;j 

.j 
j 
.j 

'i 
1 
i 

•"! 

\ 

Demonstration in 157-2127* 
Connection with Anniversary 
of Death of 
Commemoration of the 
death of King 4/4/69 

157-1597;(• 
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NR0002 WA CODE SENT 3:55AM 7/30/76 MJW 

PM N ITEL 0 7 / 2 9 / 7 6 MD P 

TO ALL SACS 

FROM DIRECTOR (100-106670) 

MARTIN LUTHER KINGt-JR. BUDED AUGUST 9, 1976 

FOR INFORMATION OF RECIPIENTS T~E ATTORNEY GENERAL (AG) 

HAS ORDERED A REVIEW OF THE FBI'S INVESTIGATION OF MARTIN 

LUTHER KING. ASSIGNE9 TO CONDUCT THIS REVIEW IS A TASK FORCE 

WORKING UNDER DIRECTION OF THE OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL 

RESPONSIBILITY (OPR) OF THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE. THE 

ATTORNEY GENERAL HAS INDICATED THE REVIEW IS TO RESOLVE THE 

FOLLOWING FOUR QUESTIONS: <D WAS THE FBI INVESTIGATION OF 

KING'S ASSASSINATION THOROUGH AND HONEST? (2) IS THERE ANY 

EVIDENCE THE FBI WAS INVOLVED IN THE AS SAS SI NATION? (3) IS 

THERE ANY NEW EVIDENCE WHICH HAS COME TO THE ATTENTION OF THE 

DEPARTMENT CONCERNING THE ASSASSINATION? (4) DOES THE 

RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE BUREAU AND KING CALL FOR CRIMINAL 

PROSECUTIONS, DISCIPLINARY PROCEEDINGS OR OTHER APPROPRIATE 

ACT ION? 

THIS REVIEW IS A CONTINUATION OF A "PARTIAL REVIEW" RECENTLY 

c;} 
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PAGE TWO 

CONDUCTED BY THE CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION OF THE DEPARTMENT UNDER 

DIRECTION OF ASSISTANT AG J. STANLEY POTTI~GER9 ALL PERSONNEL 

ON THE TASK FORCE ARE AUTHORIZED TOTAL ACCESS TO OUR FILES 

PERTAINING TO KING'S ASSASSINATION, OUR INTELLIGENCE INVESTI-

GATION OF KING AND ANY F'ILES RELATING TO ,BASIS FOR THESE 

INVESTIGATIONS. THIS WILL INCLUDE COVER PAGES OF COMMUNICATIONS 

CONTAINING IDENTITIES OF SOME FBI SOURCES AND INFORMANTS WHO 

WERE NOT AFFORDED SYMBOL NUMBERS AT THAT TIME AND INDIVIDUALS 

WHO EXPRESSED OR IMPLIED CONFIDEjTIALITY. 

TO DATE THE TASK FORCE HAS REVIEWED FBIHQ AND WFO FILES 

CONCERNING THE ASSASSINATION OF KING CAPTIONED "MURKIN, 

BUREAU FILE 44-33861. TASK FORCE MEMBERS HAVE TRAVELED TO 

MEMPHIS, MILWAUKEE, KANSAS CITY, OMAHA, SAN FRANCISCO AND 

LOS ANGELES AND REVIEWED MURKIN AND INTELLIGENCE INVESTIGATION 
\ 

FILES OF THOSE OFFICES. FUTURE TRAVEL BY THE TASK FORCE ~IS 

PLANNED FOR ATLANTA, BIRMINGHAM, CHARLOtTE, CHICAGO, NEW ORLEANS, 

NEW YORK, SPRINGFIELD AND ST. LOUIS. 

AFTER ABOVE TRAVEL IS COMPLETED AND KING RELATED SECURlTY 

FILES AT FBIHQ ARE REVIEWED, THE TASK FORCE WILL HAVE SEEN THE 

MAJORITY OF SERIALS IN OUR FILES RELATING TO THE KING INVESTf­

GATIONS. HOWEVER, SINCE IT IS THE GOAL OF THE TASK FORCE TO 

REVIEW KING RELATED FILES IN EVERY FIELD OFFICE, IT WILL BE 
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PAGE THREE 

NECESSARY TO FORWARD XEROX COPIES OF FILES FROM THE REMAINING 

OFFICES TO FBIHQ FOR REVIEW. 

THEREFORE, ALL RECIPIENTS WITH EXCEPTION OF THOSE OFFICES 

NAMED ABOVE, FURNISH FBIHQ ONE XEROX COPY OF EACH SERIAL CON-

TAINED IN YOUR KING ASSASSINATION FILE CAPTIONED "MURKIN." IT 

IS REQUESTED THIS MATERIAL BE PROCESSED AND MAILED TO REACH FBIHQ 

PRIOR TO AUGUST 9, 1976. THIS MATERIAL-SHOULD BE SENT BY 
.__'\.. :::;:.;· ..... . 

REGISTERED MAIL, ATTENTION.DEPUTY ASSISTANT DIRECTOR INGRAM, 

INTELLIGENCE DIVISION 

IF MURKIN FILES CONTAIN ANY PHOTOGRAPHS, EXHIBITS OR OTHER 

ITEMS WHICH CANNOT BE XEROXED A BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF EACH ITEM 

AND ITS LOCATION SHOULD BE SET FORTH IN YOUR COMMUNICATIONS 

TRAN SM ITT ING THE DOCUMENTS TO FBIHQ. 

SUBSEQUENT INSTRUCTIONS WILL.BE ISSUED CONCERNING SUBMISSION 

OF COPIES OF OUR INTELLIGENCE INVESTIGATION OF KING AND RELATED 

SECURITY FI LESO. OFFICES TO BE VI SITED IN THE .FUTURE BY TASK 

FORCE PERSONNEL WILL ALSO BE FURNISHED APPROPRIATE INSTRUCTIONS 

BY SEPARATE COMMUNICATIO~. 

END 

AA 
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