X  AIRTEL
8/271/17
70:  DIRECYOR, FBI (44-38961)

FROM: 8AC, LOUISVILLE {i&*?ﬁ’?‘} {P)
SUBJECT: MURKIN

Re Knoxville airtels to m&wﬂh dated 6/16/77 and
sfazf? 7. . it

For infermation of Burean &n& Memphis, referenced

wmications refleet that on 6/15/77, SANDY WERB, Assigmment
MM, WATE-PV (WBC), Knoxville, Tennessee, received a mw.
eontents of which are hereinafter set forth verbatim, a ,
u ! £ F ] &?m R‘ E&ﬂmﬁ, mmi ‘ﬁg m Wa m&;‘\iﬁﬁ
Tenhesses.” Sald letter is pe: pd "Marshes siﬁwg 43&33,“
on June 13, 1977. DAVID R. E&vmﬁﬂ is unknown at WATE
Knoxville, Tennessee, and Louisville indices regarding EL
negative.

Following is verbatim mwﬁm of above described
letter which was unsigned:
"bear 8ir:

‘M&mlm:egayxmwrrymtnrnay
did pot kill Dr. Ring. I was down at Knexville and
overhssyé a Eubin (Cuban) say he did kill Dr. Kimg.

He was drimk amd a weman the story and said he
hope _ King was kil ... 50 he could not tell anyone the
truth. He want _ %0 ge batk to Kubie and get away from

thir so I m‘a’”ﬁaii&m Ray 4id ki1l anyons. If you

listen  at Ray you would know the truth and take
all to heart and see. I am a black man and hope you
mm? (listen) to the fact. So long think yeu very

-8 &

A~ Bureau ‘ '~\'~\ (pqg(p '—&?'6
Wue (44-696) T

‘e s ,

2 - Louisville Vs
EVA/ses : Fol—KMNOXYILLE

" J ~—
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LS 44-947

Although above described letter is ambiguous and lacking
in specifics, Louisville believes some effort should be made to
identify the writer and thereafter interview him concerning any
specific information he might possess, UACB.

 Attempt to identify auther of above anonymous letter,
noting author c¢laims to be "black man", thereafter interviewing
him to ascertain specifics of allegation.
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AIRTEL

7/14/77
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM: SAC, IOUISVILLE (44-947) (RUC)
SUBJECT: MURKIN

Re Louisville airtel to Bureau dated 6/27/77.

On 6/30/77, HURSTLE SLAVEN, Postmaster, Marshes
Siding , McCreary County, Kentucky, stated that there are no
Black families residing in Marshes Siding. He was displayed
the writing on the envelope which was sent to WATE-TV,
Knoxville, Tennessee and advised he is not familiar with that
handwriting.

On 6/30/77, RAYMOND STRUNK, owner, Strunk's
Grocery, Marshes Siding, Kentucky, stated that there are no
Black families living in Marshes Siding and he has no Black
customers. It should be noted that Strunk's Grocery is adjacent
to the Marshes Siding Post Office.

Oon 6/30/77, Captain J. W. STRUNK, McCreary County
Police, Whitley City, Kentucky, was contacted and stated there
are no Black families residing in McCreary County, Kentucky, or
Marshes Siding, Kentucky.

Since investigation has failled to disclose any
Black man or family residing in Marshes Siding, McCreary
County, Kentucky, no further investigation will be conducted
by Louisville.

- Bureau
- Knoxville (44-696)
- Memphis
1 -~ Iouisville
RiM/scs
(5)
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TO

FROM

SUBJECT:

OPTIONAL FORM NO, 10
JULY §873 EDRITION

Q‘?.A FPIMR (41 CFR}-101-11.6 o7 \( - -
UNITED STATES GOVE {(MENT
Memorandum

DATE.

DIRECTOR, FBI 8/25/77

SAC, NEWARK (44-2104) (RUC)

JAMES EARL RAY;
"MURKIN"w"
CIVIL RIGHTS

Enclosed for the information of the Bureau,
are two Xerox copies of a letter written by GENE R.
BARNES which is self-explanatory. One Xerox copy of
this letter is being furnished Alexandria, Knoxville,
Memphis and St. Louls Offices for their information.

This letter was furnished to the FBI in Trenton,

N.J., by Investigator DONALD V. POWELL,
Prosecutor's Office, Mt. Holly, N.J., who obtained the
letter during an interview with BARNES at Stafford
County, Virginia.

Copies of BARNES'
Memphis and Knoxville who were office of origin in the
MURKIN and JAMES EARL RAY case, respectively.

Burlington County

letter are being furnished to

Information

copy also being furnished St. Louls, Missouri, inasmuch as

BRADLEY referred to in BARNES'
in Missouri State Prison.

letter claimed he spent time

Newark files disclose that BARNES was subject of

a Newark ITSP investigation in February, 1977, and subseguently
arrested by Virginia State Police during a high-~speed chase on
2/8/77, and incarcerated in the Stafford County Jail in Stafford,

Virginia.

Alexandria see your file 87-3041.

Newark indices failed to contain any identifiable
information concerning JAMES BRADLEY mentioned in BARNES'

letter.

Bureau (Enc. 2)
({ 1 - "MURKINY)
- Alexandria (Enc.

5t. Louis (Enc.

- MNewark
(1 - 44--2104)
PRy ?“ - 87-29367
Eaiihas/ 88512

zscm-no( f_))

R ifp
1)
Memphis (Enc. 1) A}’/
Knoxville (Enc. 1) L&
1)

- aY) . , : ,
W Buy 8756 Savings Bonds Regularly on the Paysoll Saving

Jy-67¢- v

SEARCHED (=Ff INDEXED
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AUG 29 1977
E%»: S \:QZ(‘_/_i Lys
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NK 44-2104

Newark file regarding "MURKIN" has been destroyed.
Any further investigation in this matter is

being left to the discretion of the office of origin in

the respective cases. :

Newark conducting no further investigation
in this matter.

¥~
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By KEN MINK
News-Seniinel Sunday Editor

BIG RIDGE STATE PARK — Clu
sullager, well-known TV and movie
wiior who is in East Tennessee this
veek to film a guest star role in the
ww TV series “Young Dan’l Boone,”
s an upcoming TV special about the
t week in the life of Martin Luther
“ing contains some ‘‘shocking” facts
3oout the murder.

Gullager plavs the role of an FBI
ent named Sullivan in the King
sresentation, which is tentatively titied
‘King” and is due for six hours of TV
ime.over several days.

“The King story is really going to
shake up a lot of people around the

uuntry," said Guliager between takes

i his “Young Dan’} Boone” filming. *'1
p,bt hope no one gets killed because of
this show . . . there very veell could be
some  violence resulting from this
thing.”

GULLAGER SAiD the King series
was written and directed by noted
Hollywood movie official Abby Mann.
“When 1 first read the King script I
asked Abby ‘How can you get this on
the air?’ and he told me ‘because it’s
true.”

Gullager, who has starred in numer-
ous TV shows and movies (he was the
star of the Billy the Kid TV series, was
& regular on The Virginian, co-starred
n Thﬂ last Picture Show, etc.), says
ic nermally shies away from stories

c¢oaling with public events.

Shoclking, (

. /’, /
//) /;?.///_,JC’

“But this stor_v is 1m,)onant to
America. It really shakes up one of our
nation's miost respected establishments.
NBC would not have bought this had it
not had faith in the documentation. I
know I certainly would not want to be
responsible for anvthing like ths unless
I had the proof to back me up.’

GULLAGER DID not want to be
specific about all of the allegations that
come from the film, which is being
presented as truth and not fiction.
There are rumors that the film con-
tends the FBI was involved in helping
set up the assassination of the famed
black leader at Memphis. “I can't tell
you specifics on that,” he said, “but let
me juSt say that the film reveals al-
leged corruption of a devastating
proportion in one of our most respected
national institutions.” He said “a lot of
‘people have applied pressure to try to
keep the show off the air.”

He said NBC likes the film produc-
tion so well that they expanded it from
a five-hour show to a six-hour show. ]
don’t know the air dates right now, but
Paramount and Filmways are doing the
actual production work,” he said.

Gullager says ponular black actress
Cicely Tyson (who gained fame with -
her portrayal of “The Autcbiography of
Miss Jane Pittman’’) plays the role of
.Coretta King, Martin Luther King's
wite. Paul Winfield plays King. !

“THE FILM IS ng shot' in Holly- "
wood and Atianta and other locations,” ~
explained Guilager. “It deals primarily
with the last week of King's life, with
flashbacks to earlier perieds.”

Guilager says ne one plays the role
of James Earl Ray, the confessed killer
of King and new an inmate ef Brushy
Mountain State Prison at Petrps.

* *The story leads right up te King’s
murder and shortly thereafier,” said
Gullager. “'As far as ! can remember

—there is little of Ray in the film. 1 donit —s— ms

Gulloge

D »

r WQE}@

nl;‘?ﬁ

(Indicate page, nume of
newspaper, city and state.}

Do 4

J

. 1
Date: _C]
Edition:

+
J~t

‘Author:
Editor:
Title:

JL\.\.II\!

Character:

think Abby (Mann) even talked to Ray.
He got his documentation elsewhere,”

In the Boone series, Gullager por-
trays a frontier man whose two spns
are accused of an injustice by Indians.
The issue has to be settled through a

“lacrosse-like youghouse Indian game.

“THEY HAD TO import 10 stunt
men from Hollywood to help shoot the
game scenes,” said Gullager. It really
gets violent. I'm interested to see how
much of it gets by the censor.”

The “game” is somewhat like a bar
free-for-all, with the last man standing
being the winner. “But I guess you
could say it's no more vialent than foste
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ball,” laughed Gullager. “It tcok three
days to film that one scene, though.”
Gullager, who has been sought after
highly during the last few years as his
tremendous acting ability has seen him
filling a variety of roles, sayvs he has
avercome his Southern roles typecast-
ing that dominated his early career.
‘i get all kinds of roles now. But
typecasting is not really a bad thing, 1
- believe. | teach an acting class in Cali-
fornia and I tell my students to try to
be typecast as being good in.a certain
role early in their careers. Being an alj-
around acter is fine when you're estab-
Jished, but until you get there vou get a
lot more work by bheing good at
particular-type roles."
After leaving East Tennessee, Gul-
_ lager is due to move on to Lexington,
Ky, to take part in an all-star cast in &
remake of the famed “Black Beauty”
racing film. Also in the show are such
names as Martin Milner, Jack Elam;
Forrest Tucker, William Devane, War-
ren Oates, Farley Granger, etc. It's
being largely filmed in the Lexington
area and will be shown as a five-
consecutive-nights series late this year
by NBC. _ . ’

SN X RPN %
: _ . Gulloger on Set of 'Young Dan'l
Boone” -,
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Yhe fallowing FBI recerd, MUMBER

URITED STATES DEFARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL SUREAU ©F INVESTIGATION

WANGTON, DO

405 342 G

i

o

, B¢ fumlshad FGR OFFIOAL USE OMLY. }
informatian showa on thit identibootion Record resrasents data fumished FBI by fingerprint coatibupars "WHERE
FirdA), OISROSINION I8 HOT SHOWH OR FURTHIR BXPLANATION OF CHARGE 15 DESIRED, COMMALNIZATE !
WIFH AGENCY CONTRIBUTIMG THOSE ANGERPNTS, '

Polige Deprrigent
~hlton, Tilinois

‘Police Pepartmant
S%}eaga, Iilinoig

Coak County Jeil
Chigzgo, Illineis

S¢ate Penltentiayy
Joliet, Illinois
Sk

Stata Penitentiary
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Ve

¢
¥

Jarag Earl Bay
#7814

Janes Ray
#DBOGYAR
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#131168

Jfamsg E, Ray
732419

Jamez E, Ray
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»
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May 6,
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Hay 9,
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. . \.
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| 1949 Cal2G436
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Grang Jury
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diascharged :
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MASTER
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The faﬂowing FBI recard, MUMBER

MASTER

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
WASHINGTON, D.C 20537

4058 542 6

MASTER

. . s furnishad FOE OFFICIAL USE ONLY.
Information shown on this IdsntiReation Record represents dolo furnished FBI by fingatprint contributons, WHERE
FINAL DISPOSITION (5 NOT SHOWM OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE {5 DESIRED, COMMUNICATE
WITH AGEMCY COHTR:&GT?NG THOSE FIHGEQFRINTS

ﬁﬁgﬁg@éﬁ NAME AHD NssR AEEEETID OF CNARGA ISFOSTION
Shoriff's Offiae James Earl Ray August Burglary and
Edwardasville, #2840 30, 1854 | larceny
Iilinois
Police Department [Jumeés E. Ray Harch 23, invegtigation
dannibal, #40714 1855 of bresking and
gigaouri entering Post

3tate Highway
atrol

éacon, Hissouri

Inited States
dayrghsl
{anaas City,
digzouri

Sheriff's OFfice
ianzss City,

dames Eayl Ray
#FB=3376

James Earlvﬁay
¥12018

Jawes Esrl Ray
F29637

Mavch 235,
1855

Haroh 28,
1855

Mzroh 28,
1855

Zigsouri

A

K

dizsouri

Jnited States Jamés Ezrl Ray (July 7,
?snitentiary AT243BL 1855
Lepvanworth, .

fangas

Police Department [James Earl Ray October
Saint Louis, #BI07Y 1, 19569

Cffice

cazhing stolen
pogtal wmoney
orders

forgery United
States Posgtal
Money Order

Forgery -
Govarnment

Pozt Office
Lavws

Forge
Orders

Honey

suspicion of
rohbery

released Lo
Postal Inspector
Kanzag City,
Missourt
March 24, 1985
sentenced to

15 monthsz
custody of
Attorney Gensral

July 7, 1855
3 yearg ang 8
g&uthg

3 years and 9
montha May 20,
1858 conditiconaly
releage March 31,
1859 maximum '
Bpril 5, 1858
ronditional
releage on charge

forgery Post
2ffice Money
rdera
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAD OF IMVESTIQ TIOM :

s WASHINGTON, D.C. 20537

The fnliowing FBI record, NUMBER . 408 942 G . 15 Furnishad FOR OFFICIAL USE OHLY.
infs ohion shawn on this Idantificatinn Record rencesanss doto furnished FBI by fingeeprint contribulors, WHERE
FiNA. DISPOSITION 15 NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE |§ DESIRED, COMMUNICATE
WITTH AGENCY COMNTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS,

TEIE | mwecsown | S | oue s

Psif%é?ﬁepartment James Earl Eay Qetober |guspiclon of

Zazint Louis, : #81071 18, 18959 irebhery
¥tasouri ' o ztealing and
. fugitive ather
suthorities
State Penitentiary|Jdanes Barl Ray |Mareh 17)vTer 20 years (20,
Jefferson City, #0418 1960 operating wmotor {7, 5,
diggouri ) vehicle without |concurrent)
pernission of tpril 23, 1987
ERer ) ezgaped
rohhery first
Yh /1 DDWS
{2 charges)
itate Hogpitsl James Earl Ray Beptember-Patient
 faxber 1 HRIT04E5 C=b B,,1966 "
‘ulton, Hissours
50 Hepphis Tenn James Barl Hay |7-183.63 | rurder 1st deg
. ‘ #39728
50 | James Earl Ray |[7-19-88 | Capisa-murdsr
Yemphis Tenn - £39728 1st and CD¥
SPen Nashville James Earl Ray | 3-11-69 |Murder lat |99 yrs T
Tann : #65477 degres

R
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UMITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE O
‘ : FEDERAL BUREAU G INVESTIBATION
-BT , WASHNITON, D2, 20337

Tha foltowing F8l record, NUMBER - 405 942 G , 4 furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ORLY,
tntprmotion shown on this Identification Recerd reapresents dota furished FB by fingerprint contributors, WHERE
FINAL DISPOSITION 15 HGT SHOWH OR FULTHER EXPLAMATION OF CHARGE {5 DESIRED, COMMUMNICATE
WITH AGEMEY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FIMGESPRINTS.

SHTREHOY OF j ' ARSESTED D ' —
c‘;;m';gmgﬂs MAKE ANG NNSER SECEIVED ) CHARGE DIABOLION

x

VANTED BY BUREAU: Jamez Barl RBay, aka

«| James MeBride, Jases ¥alybn, ¥W. C. Herron,
James G'Connor, Wiz, for UPAC-Robbesry
First Pug Index W1ZL424 Bu file #E8-41730
0.0, XKenzas Clty inf rec (=-27=87 -
CAUTION:  ARMED AND DAFGESROUS Chy Conspirs
Civii rights addsd Buefilp #44~388861 :
chabged 0.0. Hemphis changed per BN 4-25=5
NG LOWGER WANTEH per iaf pec T~18-G8 '

FLASH BY EUREAU: James Earl Ray aka
Erie Starvo Gald, W. O, Hpvropn, Harvey
Loweyer, Jases NoeBride, Jpnes O'Connor
James ¥alton, Jages Walyop, John ¥Willard,
*Jim® If any in® or ing reo refsr one COpy.
of roooed to Toy Ten Supexv Crim Regenrch
Beo Div 8 Bu ind rec 6-L0=58

{TO REMAIN ACTIVE UNTIL SIJBJECT'S UBATH} |~

WRE
e

TRIS p&&:g?smm.ﬁr HOT BE NISEEMINATED z:mzjm FBI. g

1 rwmcmer wue e mmers o bais % s
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-E-V newscaster Chet
Huntley had just finished
detailing the wrath' of a
summer storm, spreading
death and destruction
across Tennessee and near-
by states.

And all the while, in

Memphis, a storm of anoth-
er ilk was brewing.
The day broke dark and

foreboding over the lor-
raine Motel that April 4,
1968. Ensuing actions there
would set off shock waves
that would leave scores of
American cities awash with
the debris of human anger.
That evening, shortly
after 6 p.m., Dr.-Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. stepped out of
room 306 onto the Lorraine
Motel balcony for a breath
of fresh air. It was to be his

_last, for across the way an
assassin hidden in the dingy -

bathroom of a seedy room-
ing house gunned down
King, ending the life of the

nation’s leading Civil Rights

spokesman.

James Earl Ray — acting
alone — squeezed the trig-
ger on a powerful .30-06

rifleewhose exploding -

_ projectile quieted the voice

of King, in Memphis to
speak in conjunction with a

strike.
Ray was guilty.
The evidence said so.
Bookwriters agreed.
The court, and author-

. ities, said there was no
- question. v

Ray himself pleaded guilty and

" received a 99-year enitentiary

sentence. But three days later he
changed his plea to not guilty,
said he never had anything to do

“Memphis garbage workers

with the murder of King, and )

asked for a trial by jury.
He's never gotten it. -

~ Almost every day since then -

he has tried "legal manuevers -
unsuccessfully to get into a :

- courtroom,

Ten years, a- decade, of waiting.” "
Ray — America’s number one -

freely in an exclusive Knoxville
Journal interview July 25, :

“convict — spoke of the case -

Among his comments in the -

" far-ranging discussion were:

* He expects a trial by the end

of this year or early in 1979 on-
the strength of “a lot of new h

_evidence.”

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

H
i
i

{Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

THE KNOXVILLE
JOURNAL
XNQXVILLE, TENNESSI

Date: 3}“%?
Edition: ’MORNING

i -
Title: )c}mg)‘ 53& P\j

Character:

]

__or
-] Classification: 49’* é?é

Submitting Office: KNOX.

| Y4 69£ - +/9/




- w.t..Ihe FBl has harassed  his
family. since he was charged with
: the King killing. .
: e One reason, he stressed
there were others, he entered
_ the guilty plea originally was be-
“cause of pressure to do so or see
. his father returned to prison.
e Witnesses have now report-
“edly given his attorney, Mark
“Lane, signed affidavits placing him
i putside the time span and away
“from the rooming house when
;Dr. King was shot.
'+ e If ever released, he said he
‘would live in a foreign country
‘because  he would be “more
i ‘comfortable’ that the U.S. gov-
‘ernment would not try to return
him to prison.

Far more questions exist about
the assassination than there are

| answers,

Is Ray, who steadfastly main-
tains his innocence, bitter?

: “No, not bitter, but I get a lit-
" tle disgusted with all the pretense
"and the hypocrisy in talk about
! ~human rig{‘uts," ‘said Ray, inter-
' viewed in a small guard office
bearing only a desk and tele-
phone in Brushy Mountain Peni-
tentiary. . :

“Even if they had offered me
Fort Knox, | should have stayed in

Canada,” explained Ray who had
gone to Canada after escaping in
1967 from a Missouri prison.

~ Does Ray, now about 50 and
after 10 years of trying, ever really
believe he will obtain a trial2

. “If 1 do, it will be, this year,”

‘‘Ray said, “or in early 1979. I'm

. confident I'd be cleared. The
state knows I'd be acquitted or

i else I'd have had a trial eight or

_ nine years ago.” :

He cites two laws on which
suits will be filed soon by his

. attorney, Mark Lane, author of
Rush to Judgment on the 1963
"Kennedy assassination and co-au-
thor with comedian Dick Gregory
of Code Name Zorro about the

" murder of King.

One law, Ray said, is a statute
which says if a motion for a new
trial is filed and the judge dies
before the 30-day motion time
limit elapses, then a new trial is to
be automatically granted.

“I filed for a new trial,” said
Ray, “and three weeks later Judge
Battle - died. (Judge W. Preston
Battle, the presiding judge in the
Ray case died of a heart attack
March 31, 1969.) And, also, a jur

must return a degree of guilt
- éven 1f a guilty plea is eﬁtérsdg.i“‘ :

o~~~

s

~‘Kay_obviously is pipning Eis
hopes Tor a new trial on what he
said is “a lot of new evidence
which hasn’t been reported.” He

_remained tight-lipped for the

most part on what new evidence
is involved, but he did cite a sign-
ed affidavit he said his attorney
Lane has been yiiven by a Mem-
phis stockbroker, whom he
would not identify publicly. Ray
said the stockbroker has said he
saw Ray in another part of Mem-
phis several blocks from the
rooming house when: King was
shot. Ray said the stockbroker has
remained silent all these years be-
cause for the man to come for-

-ward would have caused him per-"

sonal embarrassment.

Ray, who rarely permits a smile
to break across his face, admits his
ﬁast indiscretions, and also that

e bought the .30-06 rifle found
in the rooming house, explaining
that the mysterious acquaintance
known only as “Raoul” told him
to buy the gun. “I bought the
wrong kind at first and went back
and bought the right one. Sure, |

knew it was tor something illegal.
| thought maybe we were going
to sell it in Mexico, but | sure
didn’t know it was going to be
used to kill anyone..

“Raoul met me in a motel
April 3, he gave me the address

“{the rcoming house) to take it.

April 3 is the last time | saw the
gun.” Ballistics- tests have not
conclusively tied the murder slug
to the rifle. :

~ Ray said he went to the room-
ing house first at about 4 p.m. on
April 4 to rent a room. “I saw

- only a lady named Brewer (the

landlady). From 4 until about 5:30
p.m. | was running errands.”

Where, then, was he at 6:01
p-m. when King was shot?

“l was several blocks away
from the rooming house and the
Lorraine Motel. | had gone to a
tavern where | ate a _sandwich,
then | went to a service station to
get a leak-fixed in a tire. They
were busy and told me to come
back. | was there from about five
til until about five after six.”

Ray said statements have been
obtained from those service sta-
tion attendants who remembered
him being at the station. Ray said
he was returning to the motel
when he saw the police cars. He
said he thought they had found
guns or something and left the
scene. Ray said he had been used
by Raoul to smuggle goods across

Lrw

. the-border.

\
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SWhen 1 heard the reports gn
the radio that King had been sﬁ‘ot
and they were looking for a white
Mustang, | was somewhere in
Mississippi heading for New Or-
leans. | switched and went to Bir-
mingham, then to Atlanta and
then to Canada. The FBI say they
traced me to Mexico. | don't
know who they were following,
but it wasn’t me.” '

Shortly thereafter, U.S. Atty.

Gen. Ramsey Clark made an an-
.nouncement that the killer had
left behind, in the .rooming
house, considerable physical evi-
. dence, including Ray’s radio with
his prison number, beer cans with
his prints on them, binoculars and
other items. S
On June 8, 1968, two months
after the Memphis killing, Ray
was arrested at London’s Hea-
throw “Airport.- He said he had
tried to go to a dozen foreign.
countries, including Brazil,

Colombia, Australia, Canada, and’

even Rhodesia. L
- Ray claims the state witness, a
"man named Charles Stephens

~who said he saw Ray running.

- from the rooming house, signed a
statement used by the authorities

to return him from England. Ray -

.said a Memphis cab driver named

McGraw got a call from Stephens

to pick him ug at the rooming
,house and “when he got there

Stephens was too drunk to get

out of bed.” .
He told a CBS interviewer the

man he saw didn’t look anything :

like - me. He identified my ol

nose. The FBI didn’t know | had ‘

had my nose altered by plastic

surgery. And Grace Walden, with -

Stephens in the rooming house,
identified the man running away :

as in his 50s. | was in my 30s.” -

Grace Walden was subse-’
quently in July, 1968, picked up
and taa,en to the Tennessee State
Mental Hospital at Bolivar where:
she remained for 10 years. She is
now free.

Arthur J. Hanes Sr. was Ray’s
lawyer initially, but Ray replaced
him with noted Houston attorney
Percy Foreman.

Ray said his lawyers were

working too closely with “book-
writers” and felt that was not in
his best interest, so he hired

Foreman. He said, however, that -

Foreman “made $11,000” on such
activities and after that “he didn’t’
want to go to trial.” :
Ray said Foreman implied at
one time that if he (Ray) did not
plead guilty “they would send my
father, George Ray, back to_the

pefiitentiary.”

3



Ray's. father escaped prison in
Fort Madison, lowa, in the 1920s
and lived in obscurity until inves-
tigation of Ray began in connec-
tion with the King case. “That
wasn’t the only reason (for the
plea)” hastened Ray, “but that
was one of them.”

Ray said his family has been
harrassed by authorities since his
arrest. “As an example, my broth-
er, John Ray, operated a tavern in
St. Louis. In 1970, he was charged
with aiding and abetting a bank
robbery (driving the getaway car).
He was convicted and got 18
- years. But the guy who robbed
“the bank pleaded guilty and got

18 months,” said Ray. ,

John Ray was returned to St.
‘Louis on a pre-release program,
but the U.S. Parole Commission
rescinded his scheduled parole
on the ground that he was sus-
pected of lying in May to a con-
gressional committee investigat-
ing the assassination. .

i ever freed, Ray said he
would likely move to Ireland, or
‘Australia, because he said, “I
‘would feel more comfortable the

overnment would not tr{ as
Eard then to send me back to
prison.”

- Ray has taken polygraph tests
in the past, some he allegedly fail-
ed, and some he allegedly passed,
including a CIA psychological-
_stress evaluation in which a voice
tape analyzed. : )

Ray feels if he can obtain FBI
documerits, files, etc. of the King
investigation, it would help to
free him.in a court of law. But, in
a letter to Ray dated July 11,
1978, Clarence F. Lyons Jr., chief
of the Judicial and Fiscal Branch,
Civil Archives Division, said of
Ray’s request to bbtain the FBI
records: “On Jan. 31, 1977, the
United States District Court for
the District of Columbia, ordered
that ‘within 90 days of the date of
the entry of this order, the Feder-
al Bureau of Investigation shall
assemble at its headquarters in
Washington, D.C. all known
copies of the recorded tapes, and
transcripts thereof, resulting from
the FBI’s microphonic surveil-
lance, between 1963 and 1968, of
the plaintiff’s former president,
Martin Luther King Jr.; and all
known copies of the tapes, tran-
scripts, and logs resulting from
the FBI's telephone wiretapping,
between 1963 and 1968, of the
plaintiff’s offices in Atlanta, Geor-

ia, and New York, New York, the

ome of Martin Luther King Ir.,
and places ocfj %ublic accomoda-
tipn_occupie Martin Luther

King Jr.”- P y A—)

The Court also ordered: “That .
2 the expiration of the said 90-

; period, the Federal Bureau of
mivestigation shall deliver to this
court under seal an inventory of
said tapes and documents and
shall deliver said tapes and docu~
ments to the custody of the Na-
tional Archives and Records Serv-
ice, to be maintained by the
Archivist of the United States
under seal for a period of fifty (50)
years.”

Ray, while maintaining his
innocence, says he does not
know who killed Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King Jr., but implied a con-
spiracy might have been involved.

And in that light, Attorney

General Bell earlier this year
might have been thinking similar

. thoughts. He ordered changed a

Justice Department report which
concluded there was no conspira-

cy because he didn’t think that -

conclusion was justified.

Ray said he believes his escape

from the maximum security
Brushy Mountain  Penitentiary
June 10, 1977, helped his case for

garnering a new trial, saying he

escaped in efforts to work out a
deal for a trial.

. The escape sparked Tennes-
see’s biggést manhunt, but Ward-

en Stonney lane was confident .

Ray would not escape the bounds
of the rugged East Tennessee ter-

rain ‘and he was right. Fifty-four -
‘hours later, Ray was captured.
The House of Representatives -

authorized and funded a select
committee to look into the
Kennedy and King assassinations
in Sept. 1976, and Ray is sched-
uled to testify before the com-
mittee in Washington about Au-
gust 16. The hearing likely will be
televised.

Meanwhile, James Earl Ray, A.

alias John Willard, alias Harvey
Lowmyer, alias Paul Bridgman,
alias Ramon George Sneyd, alias

Eric Starvo Galt sits in his cell in .

Brushy Mountain Penitentiary.
Waiting. » o
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.. .The state knows I’d be acguitted or else I’d have had
=2 ¢rizt eight or nine years ago. § : —_

Meanwhile, James Earl Ray,
alias John Willard, alias Harvey
Lowmyer, alias Paul Bridgman,
alias Ramon Geeorge Sneyd,
alias Eric Starve Gait sits in his
cell in Brushy Mountain
Penitentiary. :

Waiting. .. o

(4
I was several blecks
away from the rooming

house and the Lorraine
Motel... 9
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General Bell earlier this year messessmmmmes

might have been thinking simifar
thoughts. He ordered changed a
Justice Department report which
concluded there was no conspira-
cy because he didn’t think that
conclusion was justified.

Ray said he believes his escape
from the maximum security
Brushy Mountain

Penitentiary §

June 10, 1977, helped his case for
garnering a new trial, saying he
escaped in efforts to work out a
deal for a trial. ’
The escape sparked Tennes-
see’s biggest manhunt, but Ward-
en Stonney lane was confident
Ray would not escape the bounds
of the rugged East Tennessee ter-
rain and he was right. Fifty-four
hours later, Ray was captured.

The House of Representatives :

authorized and funded a select -
committee to look into the :
Kennedy and King assassinations
in Sept. 1976, and Ray is sched- :
uled to testify before the com- :
mittee in Washington about Au- |
gust 16. The hearing likely will be |
televised. !
Meanwhile, James Earl Ray, !
alias John Willard, alias Harvey |
Lowmyer, alias Paul Bridgman,
alias Ramon George Sneyd, alias
Eric Starvo Galt sits in his cell in !
Brushy Mountain Penitentiary. i
Waiting.
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Far more questions exist about
the assassination than there are
answers.

Is Ray, who steadfastly main-
tains his innocence, bitter?

“No, not bitter, but | get a lit-
tle disgusted with all the pretense
and the hypocrisy in talk about
human rights,” said Ray, inter-
viewed in a small
bearing only a desk and tele-
phone in Brushy Mountain Peni-
tentiary.

“Even if they had offered me
Fort Knox, I should have stayed in
Canada,” explained Ray who had
gone to Canada after escaping in
1967 from a Missouri prison.

Does Ray, now about 50 and

after 10 years of trying, ever really

believe he will obtain a trial?

“If 1 do, it will be this year,”
Ray said, “or in early 1979. I'm
confident I'd be cleared. The
state knows I'd be acquitted or
else I'd have had a trial eight or
nine years ago.”

He cites two laws qn which
suits will be filed soon by his
attorney, Mark Lane, author of
Rush to Judgment on the 1963
Kennedy assassination and co-au-
thor with comedian Dick Gregory

.of Code Name Zorro about the

murder of King.

One law, Ray said, is a statute
which says if a motion for a new
trial is filed and the judge dies
before the 30-day motion time
limit elapses, then a new trial is to
be automatically granted.

“1 filed for a new trial,” said
Ray, “and three weeks later Judge
Battle. died. (Judge W. Preston
Battle, the presiding judge in the
Ray case died of a heart attack
March 31, 1969.) And, also, a jurly
must return a degree of guilt
even if a guilty plea is entered.”

Ray obviously is pinning his
hopes for a new trial on what he
said is “a lot of new evidence

.4 which hasn’t been reported.” He
1 remained tight-lipped for the

most part on what new evidence
is involved, but he did cite a sign-
ed affidavit he said his attorney

i Lane has been %(iven by a Mem-
4 phis stockbro

7 would not identify publicly. Ray
i said the stockbroker has said he
3 saw Ray in another part of Mem-
¢ phis several
f rooming house when King was
§ shot. Ray said the stockbroker has
% remained silent all these years be-
% cause for the man to come for-
§ ward would have caused him per-
sonal embarrassment.

er, whom he

blocks from the

Ray, who rarely permits a smile

| to break across his face, admits his

ﬁast indiscretions, and also that

| gr;byought the .30-06 rifle found
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ames Earl Ray says the House
Assassinations Committee,
aided by reporters, is distorting
€vidence and trying to “nail us to the
cross.” o :
Last week, federal marshals took Ray
to Washington to testify before the com-
mittee about the killing of civil rights
leader Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. And
as he has for nearly a decade, Rav re-
canted his 1969 guilty plea, saying he
was duped by a mysterious man named
Raoul, ill-served by his former lawyer
and coerced by the the rigors of his
confinement.
In a letter written on Brushy Moun-
tain Penitentiary stationery and ad-
dressed to The Associated Press here,
Ray said: “Concerning the hearing,
apparently they had everything layed
out to, quotating Cong. Mandel Davis,
‘nail us to the cross’ ... My assesment of
the hearings are the same as Cong.
Davis; and it seems that most of the
ress did their best to assist the
committee.”

Seme questions and evidence
presented during Ray’s three days of
testimony in Washington concerned his
whereabouts just before the King was
shot on April 4. 1988, in Memphis. There
were suggestions that Ray stelked King
through Georgia, Alabama and
Tennessee.

The committee produced a laundry
ticket purportediv placing Ray in Atlan-
ta on April 1, a day Ray says he was
dniving  through  Mississippi  toward
Mermphis to meet Raoul.

“They can surprise you with docu-
ments that you have not viewed for
vears and thus give 4 false impression of
the evidencé,” Ray wrote in his letter. “1
was in Mississippi April 1, 1968 but 1

997 '/25/ 96/
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may have a problem proving it now.” ‘

Ray also aileged that the committee
paraphrased a letter he wrote in 1968
about his inability-to sleep in a Memphis
jail cell, and turned its emphasis around.

“There are other examples of this and
the next time we should be ready for the
committee’s distortions,” he said. “In
fact the committee has now agreed to
provide us with the material they will in
future sessions use in their questioning,”

The committee’s investigation of
;

King's death resumes this winter. Ray
has recanted his guilty plea to King's
killing. He is serving a 99-year prison
term. [ SRS}

Flown by helicopter from the Petros
prison on April 15, Ray said he was
taken to a federal prison near Peters-
burg, Va.

“I got into an altercation with prison
officials first thing — they wanted me to
fill out forms, take pistures, etc,” he
wrote. “l was checked into the prison
under the name Michael Brewer. I sup-
pose the ‘row’ was supposed to effect

my abhility to testify. There was not
much to it. my snirt was torn oif and |
intended wearing if to the hearing, how-
ever, the FBI came and confiscated it.”
Two agents came to Brushy Moun-
tain, he snd (0 interview him about the

" fight, but Ray refused the interview,

saying he feared thev would use the
oceasion to claiim they had obtained a
confession.

Ray’'s ietter is postmarked Thursday,
the same day the Tennessee Court of
Criminal Appeals upheid his conviction
for escaping Brushy in June 1977,

— Assaciated Press

.
.
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Abernathy Charges Memphis™
Po“cel FBI, in. King Deq-!-h o o -

By TOM KING
. News-Sentinel Staff Writer

. The president emeritus and chairman
of . the Secuthern Christian Leadership
Conference said here #ddsy
Friday night that tha‘.
FBI, the Government'
and the Memphis Po- (%
lice Department “con-° Y
spired to cut down ;fﬁg:\&
Martin Luther King.
Jr.”

Rev. Ralph David
Abernathy was ;in#
Knoxville as keynote
speaker at radio station™
WJBE’s 10-year anni-
versary banquet at the Ramada Inn on
Kingston Pike. o

Mr. Abernathy said before the ban-
quet that he was greatly disappointed in
the work and findings of the House
Assassinations Committee investigating
the slaying of the late civil rights leader.

“This committee is wasting the tax-
payers’” money. I am convinced that
there was a conspiracy and that the
Memphis police had to be involved,” Mr,
Abernathy said. “Whoever shot Martin
Luther King was aided in his escape from
Memphis by the police.”

Mr. Abernathy, who has spurned a
Thanksgiving eve invitation from Presi-
dent Carter, said if the House committee
does not “get to the truth of the matter,”
he will form a citizens’ committee “that
will dig for the truth. I'm not saying
James Earl Ray (convicted of killing. Dr.
King) is innocent. But if he was invelved
I don’t think he acted alone. There were
people in high places of cur Government
involved, and I know of affidavits signed
and sworn that J. Edgar Hoover orcered
Dr. King’s assassination.”

Mr. Abernathy called former Presi-
dent Richard Nixon and former Vice
President Spiro Agnew “the two most
notorious criminals in America.” He said
* Dboth belong in jails.

, Mr, Abernathy told the crowd of

7

'Abernathy

about 300 that the power structure of
America is geared to keeping the black
man at certain levels. -

“Don’t ever believe that the white

man .intends. to do the black man right,”
the civil rights leader said. “The power
structure is against you and I tell you to

try and become a part of the power’

structure of Knoxville.”

Mr. Abernathy said all is not well
-with Knoxville, adding, “You made a
mistake in inviting me to Knoxville. I
will not be bought. I will not sell myself
out. I've been jailed 42 times and I've
been called everything but a child of
God.” )

The civil rights leader urged Presi-
dent Carter to keep two promises — tax
reform “to force the wealthy corpora-
tions of America like ITT; Lockheed and
General Motors to shoulder their load,”
and to improve the quality of education
for all people, regardless of race.

Mr. Abernathy said he would put

" nothing past the FBI. “I think the FBI
would stoop to any level it needed to to
destroy a man like Martin Luther King.”

The civil rights leader said the more
he talked with Ray at Brushy Mountain
State Prison in October, the more he was
convinced he was not the trigger man.

“I think he might have been involved,
but I really don’t think he knew what
was really happening,” he said. “When
we were on the balcony of the Lorraine
Motel when Dr. King was murdered, it
was me, Andrew Young, Dr. King and,
after he was shot, a fourth man appeared.
1 was told he could have been with the
Community Relations Service out of
Washington. I fear he was an infiltrator
from the FBL”

Mr. Abernathy was presented a srnall
key to Knoxville by Mayor Randy
Tyree. The visitor remarked, “Knoxville
has made history. I realize that times are
hard and things are tough. I have gotten
300 or 400 keys from cities in the U.S.
and abroad, but I have never received a
key so tiny before. The mayor made it
clear that I might wear it around my
neck or on my wrist, but where the devil
is the chain?”
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