
1/27/77 

DI~ RI (44-JltCl) 

SAC, LOU%~ (44•947) ('P) 

Per id.-.t.4• of Jlblreae-aad--..is, nf .. Nltiec 
411. 118,l-.•~ nfleft: t;llat. a l>/ll/11, MDY wna, U.1.lMat. 
Mt..-" a.- (NC), bftYil1e, lfeWaaee, NMI..S a ltd:"81', 
........ Id· lilabth ... bereinafter Mt. ·~ ....... , ~ .. 
- -.., DAVID a. &fl~B, Cl'laael ., - Pl, ~ill•, 
-... .... • Saitl leit-t• 1a pee .. nea ... ,_.._. SicU.nt fifl1" 
u ,._ 13, 1971. DAVD B. .. ILVlDatW is _.... a-. Bft-W:r 
.._.ille, ~•, amt Leuiaville i.U.aes NC;Ja...-.9·~ 
... ti. •• 

r.11~ is •erlta~!ll· W&aMriP11 of above duerilted 
let__. wJt.1._ _. aa1...-., 

_ • .,_._. • f9 ~ M U.J' i • aorry nt. Ml:' Raf 
4i4 ~ kill DJt,. ltta9. I••...,_ •t ._..ili.t and. 
....... a ............ NJ' U 1141 k:iil Dr. JU,-,. 
Be was «k'!ak el tall. a....,, 1'be at.ery a.., -.id. he 
hope_ ltiq was kill'_:• Ile _.14 ~t. t.ell pyeae t.he 
tntll. Be •••. . w •• !Nt.R • Kaie amt ~ away from 
t.hir N l 4a' t. -._lJ.eve Ra}' 414 i11t""' a.,.._. lf you 
hil ua-. . at. 11ay ye• •1ll• lmow ~ 1t%"G'th and tr.aka 
all • Mart •- ... :t • a ~lack man and hope yc,u !;:£8: (listen) to t.ha ~aet.. So long th!nJt you very 

• 
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LS 44-947 

llt.aOQ9'h akve described lett.er is amhi9t1GUs and laeking 
h specifics, Louisville believes some effort. should be made to 
iieat.ify the wriur AJMI tllereafter interview hilll ecmeerning any 
&peeifie ia1ormat.iea ke might. possess, UM!B. 

LQRXfftm DZVl::Sl4)l,I: 

AT --- )IP,~ DIS·~.~-~),, ~:. 
At.t.-.1t te id•tify a111!hM" ef oeve an•ym.oas let.tar, 

••t.iaw ••~ cla!as t:o be "black man•, tilerea.ft.er int.erviewing 
Mm to aaceru.in speeities o-f allejJat.icm .. 

• 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



X AIRTEL 

7/14/77 

t 

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 

FROM: SAC, LOUISVILLE (44-947) (RUC) 

SUBJECT: MURKIN 

He Louisville airtel to Bureau dated 6/27/77. 

On 6/30/77, RURSTLE SLAVEN, Postmaster, Marshes 
Siding, McCreary County, Kentucky, stated that there are no 
Black families residing in Marshes Siding. He was displayed 
the writing on the envelope which was sent to WATE-TV, 
Knoxville, Tennessee and advised he is not familiar with that 
handwriting. 

On 6/30/77, RAYMOND E71'Rfl(K, owner, Strunk 's 
Grocery, Marshes Siding, Kentucky, stated that there are no 
Black families living in Marshes Siding and he has no Black 
customers • It should be noted that Strunk 's Grocery is adj acent 
to the Marshes Siding Post Office. 

On 6/30/77, Captain J. W. STIIWIK, McCreary County 
Police, Whitley City, Kentucky, was contacted and stated there 
are no Black families residing in McCreary County, Kentucky, or 
Marshes Siding, Kentucky. 

Since investigation has failed to disclose any 
Black man or family residing in Marshes Siding, McCreary 
County, Kentucky, no further investigation will be conducted 
by Louisville. 

- Bureau 
1 - Knoxville (44-696) 

- Memphis 
1 - Louisville 
IM/scs 
(5) 

SEA 
r;J/ji -- . 

LEtX 

-K'OXVLL 
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TO 

OPTIONAL FORM NO, 10 
JULY Ul73 EOITION 
G~A F'PUFI: (41 CFPU·lOt-11.8 

UNITED STATES GOV!:. :MENT 

M~emorandum 
DIRECTOR, FBI 

\ 
{ 

DATE: 8/25/77 

FROM SAC, NEWARK (44-2104) (RUC) 

SUBJECT: JAMES EARL RAY; 
"MURKIN"V 
CIVIL RIGHTS 

Enclosed for the information of the Bureau, 
are two Xerox copies of a letter written by GENER. 
BARi~ES which is self-exr,ilana tory. One Xerox copy of 
this letter is being furnished Alexandria, Knoxville, 
Memphis and St. Louis Offices for their information. 

This letter was furnished to the FBI in Trenton, 
N .J., by Investigator DONALD V. Pm·IBLL, Burlington County 
Prosecutor's Office, Mt. Holly, N.J., who obtained the 
letter during an interview with BARNES at Stafford 
County, Virginia. 

Copies of BARNES' letter are being furnished to 
Memphis and Knoxville who were office of origin in the 
MURKIN and JAMES EARL RAY case, respectively. Information 
copy also being furnished St. Louis, Missouri, inasmuch as 
BRADLEY referred to in BARNES' letter claimed he spent time 
in Missouri State Prison. 

Newark files disclose that BARNES was subject of 
a Newark ITSP investigation in February, 1977, and subsequently 
arrested by Virginia State Police during a high-speed chase on 
2/8/77, and incarcerated in the Stafford County Jail in Stafford, 
Virginia. 

Alexandria see your file 87-3041. 

Newark indices failed to contain any identifiable 
information concerning JkNIES BRADLEY mentioned in BARNES' 
letter. \ J!J l1 i'f1 

2 - Bureau (Enc. 2) 
( 1 - "MURKIN") 

1 - Alexandria (Enc. 1) 
l - Memphis (Enc. l) . • } 

~- Knoxvil~c (Enc. l)N""'~ 
~ - St. LOUl.S (Enc. 1} 

SEAHCHED (~-,j INDEXED 
SHllf,LIZED----r-__ FiLEO ---~ 

-----1 

~~11\ 3 - Newark v;1. {1 - 44--2104) 
fl{ r_l £J. - 87--293_67) _ p·,.·,_:-·,,,-.,.."L 1k I~ l ) __, . .... :,J.-. .. 

iii/~:GS/ mw- 8 8.iJ,h,26 ?f. 'S,;vingr Boncls Regularly on the PayroIJ SiitlinfifPkn ---------- · .b"""""--..J 

0010-1!0( 9) . 
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NK 44-2104 

..... ------=-= 

: .. 

Newark file regarding "MURI<IN" has been destroyed. 

Any further investigation in this matter is 
being left to the discretion of the office of origin in 
the respective cases. 

Newark conducting no further investigation 
in this matter. 

2 

I 
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FD-350 (He,·. 7-lu-b3) 

F 
.• ,Hm.i! ,, ,lli Ill Iii 

By KEN MINK 
News-SenirnAI Sunday Editor 

BIG RIDGF STATE PARK - C!u 
cullager, well-known TV and movie 
1.tor who is in East Tennessee this 
1:cek to film a guest star role in the 
1;0 ~,· TV series "Young Dan'! Boone," 
;,0 ys an upcoming TV special about the 
:; ir week in the life of Martin Luther 
•'.iug contains some "shocking" facts 
i.::iout the murder. 

Gullager plays the role of an FBI. 
i,-;ent named Sullivan in the King 
:-/esentation, which is tentatively titlc:d 
'King" and is due for six hours of TV 
i,ne over several clays. 

"The King story is really going to 
,hake up a lot of people around the 
:ountry," said GuJiager between takes 
)f his "Young Dan'] Boone" fiiming. "I 
i•.1st hope .no one gets killed because of 
,his show ... there very v:ell could be 
;0me violence resulting from this 
thing." 

GULL.AGER SAiD the King series 
~;as written and directed by noted 
Hollvwood movie official Abby Mann. 
"Wt;en I first read the King script I 
asked Abby 'How can you get this on 
the air?' and he told me 'because it's 
true.' 0 

Gullager, who has starred in numer­
ous TV shows and movies (he was the 
Har of the Billy the Kid TV series, was 
L regular on The Virginian, co-starred 
h The Last Picture Show, etc.), says 
t.e normally shies away from stories 
c:::aling with public events. 

(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 

"But this storv is important to 
America. It really shakes up one of our 
nation's most respected establishments. 
NBC would not have bought this had it 
not had faith in the documentation. l 
know I certainlv would not want to bE: 
responsible for anything like 1.his unless 
I had the proof to back me up." 

GULLAGER DID not want to be 
specific about all of the allegations that 
come from the film, \vhich is being 
presented as truth and not fiction. 
There are rumors that the film con­
tends the FBf was involved in helping 
set up the assassination of the famed 
black leader at Memphis. "I can't tell 
you specifics on that," he said, '·but let 
me just say that the film reveals al­
leged corruption of a devastating 
proportion in one of our most respected 
national institutions." He said "a lot of 
people have applied pressure to try to 
keep the show off the air." 

He said NBC likes the film produc­
tion so well that thev exoanded it from 
a five-hour show to ~ six-hour show. "I 
don't know the air dates right now, but 
Paramount and Filmways are doing the 
actual production work," he said. 

Gui!ager says porm!ar: black actress 
Cicely Tyson (who gained fame with 
her portrayal of "The Autobiography of 
Miss Jane Pittman") plays the role of 

. Coretta King, Martin Luther King's 
\\ire. P;,ul \\'infield plays Krng. 

''THE FIDI lS bt:·'ng 5hr,t m Holly- . 
wood and Atianta and other locations," · 
explained Guilager. "It deals primarily 
with the last week ef King's life, with 
flashbadrnto earlier periods." 

Gu!lager says no one plays the role 
of James Earl P,.ay, the confessed Killer 
of King and now an inmate of Brushy 
Mountain State Prison at Petros. 

,;The story leads right up to King's 
murder and shortly thereafter," Si:iid 
GuHager. "As far as J. can remember 

-----------there js little of Ray in the film. l don't~-:.c~- ,_--· ----= 
thin!<; Abby (Mann) even talked to Ray. 
He got his documentation elsewhere." 

In the Boone series, Gullager por• 
tn,ys a frontier m,in whose. two sons 
are accused of an injustice by Indians. 
The issue has to be settled through a 
lacrosse,like roughouse Indian game. 

"THEY HAD TO import JO sttJnt 
men from Hollywood to help shoot the 
game scenes," said Gullager. "It really 
gets violent. I'm interested to see how 
much of it gets by the censor." 

The "game" is somewhat like a bor 
free-for-all, with the last man standing 
being the wmnE>r. "But I guess you 
c;ould say it's no more vin!ent than foot, 

(Indicate page, nome of 
newspaper, cUy and state.) 

·1 ' 

Date.: '7136\ 1· J 
Edition; 

·Author: 

Editor: 

Ti tie: 

HlJRKIH 

Character: 

- ~- · __ e>r - .·_:_:_ ·c.:.c=c·c_=: · 4 4 ;,;.:6 9 6 ·.:== ::= -::::-:_:.::.:_ --­

CJ as sl fi ca ti on: 

Submitting ~ff ice: I:J1():{ ~ 

SEARCHED _Jti[>EXEO 
S.E:RIALIZED--CJLflLED _ _z:;_-1 
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ball," laughed Gullager. "It took three 
days to film that one scene, though." 

Gullage,, who has been sought after 
highly during the last few y,0 ars as his 
tremendous acting ability has seen him 
filling a variety of roles, says he has 
overcome his Southern roles typecast­
ing that dominated his early career. 

-.. ! get all kinds of roles now. But 
typecasting is not really a bad thing, I 

. believe. I teach an acling class in Cali­
fornia and l tell my students to try to 
be typernst as being good in a certain 
role early in their carf'ers. Being an a]!­
around actor is fine when you're estab-
lished, but until you get there you get a 
lot more work by being good at 
p.irticu lar-type roles." 

After leaving East Tennessee, Gui­
lager is due to move on to Lexington, 

· }\y., to take part in an all-star cast in a 
remake of the famed "Black Beal1ty" 
racing film. Also in the show are such 
names as Martin Milner, Jack Elam; 
Forrest Tucker, William Devane, War­
ren Oates, Farley Granger, etc. It's 
being largely filmed in the Lexington 
area and will be shown as a five­
consecutive-night1> series late this year 
by NBC. 

Gu!!oger on Set cf 'Young Dar.'1
1 

Boone' . .J 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



.b.1111 d 
&AJt J;;;t:4JZ\jj!;;&JJi-W. mr .. ::.&W""SJ&iWWWZ,&1\'!'.> : ... s .... AL!WWW-""'L!l!IIW& ___ z_e!!'l!e~X<"!!I.A"!!' .• -'!IIIWWW-••""· &,,.... il'!'!!I~"'"=>""'· .... _ WWW'!!!!" -- ·--""··6""'m-•,.,., .. , --•-e« ..... ___ _...""™""''"""!!e, .... !&""-=--"""""ee 

MASTi:Jl 
h4 {ti..,,.. ) •l.(..-47) 

~JNITFO STATES OE~ARTMTh"T Or JUSTICE 
~1RAI. gLJ';lUU. Of- tN.V!STlGATlON 

WA$W~ret'-4. c.~ ~ \ 

t 

Th,, folio,.;~ f81 ,.,,.,,d, NUAA.~C~ 405 !>42' G . !, ivrn!>h-.1 !'C?. OFf!OAl u:;e ONIY. } 
infofTTH1tian ~hQw-'fil on ~M., id.?rTlift;.;ati(;j::1 ltac;:w,j re~r~i!Mit, -dat:.'l fum~:.h~ f81 by fir.ti&i'piir.i ct:h,t:ii;);;?,.wi. '!hie~ ' 
i"INAI, Oi~FOS;fiON I5 NOT 5HOV¥N OR FURTH::R EXPlANAiiON OY: OiAR:O:!: lS: D£3iki:D, COMJMJNi~TE \ 
\:VI rn AGENC'( 1=0NiR18.U'fU-!O !HOSE ftNG::R~iUNTS. . 

(;Q}{(11J,i,!JT0~ OJ' 
ttiiiXffll;W/'1 

Sheriff 9 $ i,ffice 
. Los- Ar~geles,. 
Califo.r-niii 

Police Departrn~at 
!..-Os Angel lf:!>J e 
California 

Ja~~$ Earl Ray 
#ll9n48 

:Sher1ff1 s Office JJa~e3 
Cedar Rapids. Iowa fR5937 

I 
Polic• Depart~ent lia:es 

.. ft.lton." IlU,1:'!¢,.l!i r.t7514 

Po lic0 Depa!"t~$f!t Jatt~S ttay 
en ..Li!~"'!) l' Illin\"Ji$ #DfJ(Jt',9$ 
_1 

~o ok: Co.unt1 v.'fail J~29 Ray 
Ch ieago,, !llinOls #l3ll6S 

.St 3.te Peni te11tiar:1 ,Jam9a E+ 
Jo liet, Illinois tr324l9-
: •1 .r 

St ~tg.iPenite~tiary .X am0s E~ 
Po ntiac.,. Illinois #l9lZl 

Ray 

Ray 

Octocnt.r 
ll., 1949 

suspicion: 
4.r,.9 Penal Codll't 
(bu~r"t lar)r) 

April 1a1 vagrancy 
19!?0 

May 
. :t9!:.l2· 

May 
1952 

6, .. 

91' 

. ' 

·nr.1. opera toz..t· !i 

l ic0'.a;.5e .... no 
Stat<a Lt¢~rt$41!t .... 
nQ City LicGnae 

J't.m3 • 1a,, I"l:Jhhar·r 
19~2 

Julv 7, 
105z 

ro-hbary 

S Ji.an.th~ Couuty 
Jail. su.~panda<l; 
2 :,·ears 
P'tOba tiort 
~~,,r-v~ct; first 
90 day~ Co·1.u:zty 
Jail; 14t~ 
De¢·@~b·-':: 30:,.. 
19~9 Cs 129•!3& 

reie1:1::-1ffd to pay 
later 

' (t~and .It.try 
-~3'1.}Q,Q 

Jun.a lSt l9S2 
sen.ttilnced to 
t,enit~n.tiacy 
1 tc:2 yes.'t"S 

l · to-· Z yeara 
M:s.reh l2r 1954 
discharg.:,i;-~ in 

tran.3ter 
from 
Joliet SEARCHED _INDEXED , 

SERIALIZEll dW" FILED <9 
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MASTER 
1--4 Ii.a,,, 1 ... 2t.<47} 

UNlrcO STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDEKA1 SUil.EAU OF- !N~STIGATION 

W~NG~ b.C. 20S37 

MAS!H 

Th. foltowing FBI AtCOrd,. NUMaf:R 405 942 0 , is furnished fOk OFHOM. USE ONLY. 
Information .:i:hown on this ld&M1R-:<m~n ~~rd r•~h data fumtshed r81 by fi1-1~~ptint ecintributot:t, WHERE 
ftNAl D!5POStr10N IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EX.PU.NATION Or CHA~Gt: IS 0ESlREO, COMMUNICAiE 
WiTH AGENCY CONiRillUTING THOSt: ANG~FR!NTS,. 

f;Ol>fT !l;/il,<J1 Oi! ()f 
ftHO-f:11.f'~fS 

5herifftg Office 
Ed-wardsvi Ile, 
Illinois 

?olice D~pnrt~ent 
ri.anntbal; 
11-1 ssouri 

~tate H1ghway 
?i\trol 
tacon 11 Miaaouri 

Jnited Stt1.tes 
\!aNha 1 
iaru..aa City t 
~issouri 

.ih0ritf•a Offic~ 

. ~ans as City, 
i.liS$QUri 

Jnited States 
?enitentiary 
~,. ve t1V1or th, 
!an.sas 

?olice Department 
Saint Louis t 
~issouri 

/ 

James Earl Ray 
#2640. 

J~~es E. Ray 
#40714 

James Earl Ray 
#B-3376 

Jameg Earl Ray 
1112018 

James Earl Ray 
ff'Z9637 

James .Earl Ray 
#72498--L 

August 
30, 1954 

M~rch 23, 
1955 

burglary a11r.1 
larceny 

i 1weJ=J t ig~ t toii 
of breaking and 
entering Post 
Office 

March 23, cashtug ~tolen 
1955 postal ~oney 

orders 

March 28, forgery United 
1955 States Postal 

Mon()y 0rd0'r 

March 28, Forgery -
1955 Oovern~ent 

Ju.ly 1, 
1955 

Post Otfice 
Laws 
Forge .. · Money 
Orders 

11~elea$-ed to 
li?osta.l Inspector 
K::u"L,.~as City, 
Mi;1souri 
liarc h 24, l 955 

;enteneed to 
l.5 montng 
~ustody of 
~ttorney t.reneral 

July 7; 1955 
3 yeal"s. and 9 
!llonths 

3 ye~rs and 9 
r!lO-ntha May 20, 
t958 condi tio"'lal,; 
~elea~e .Yarch 31 1 

1959 ma,ximum 
f\p:ril 5, 195$ 
~ondition..al 
~elease on chargt 

-------~------------~---------------~ot- Post Otttce ------

James Earl nay 
;t$l07l 

October 
lO, 1959 

suspicion of 
robbery 

forgery· Po~t 
Pffice Money 
Drders 
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MASUl 
)-4 j:'!fl,. l•;l.:.--6-TJ 

3 

UNITTO S!ATE.S DEPA~TMEN1' O~ JUSTICE 
FEOE~Al.. ~U~!AU 0~ ;NVfi11o.:.noN 

w A.$l-UNQTON., o.e. 10537 

The tnliowing F6l r~.:ird, NUMSER 405 942 G , ii; fvmi--Jmd !=Of OF?fa..4..l. USE OMlY. 
l1'f"!Jti unon ih-,w'i\ "" thi~ td:1r.-.tini:ati0ti Re¢:)ri:r r~p.•iJ$411ntJ. oot\l fumim,,,d f!SI by f?ngoi'ptii'lt eol\~bvt~rs. WHER!: 
FIN_~ O,iSPOsmoN i$ NOT SHOWN OR FU~TH!:R: EXPLAN.A.'!10N OF- CHA~GE IS. Dl:SIRED, COMMUN!CA~ 
Wil-H AGtNCY COt•HIW!UTING THOSE FfNCHJRmNTS.. . ~ 

~ttb~'i•~ Of 
Rwoo~ --------- h---------+---.-~,•---t·---------+--------

Po.lfcer D~partment 
Saint Louist 
lliaaou.ri 

J'ar&es Earl Ray 
#8H)71 

State Penitentiary Janes Earl Ray 
Jefferson City, #00416 
Missouri 

itate Hospital 
. tuiaber 1 

"ul ton, Mis.sour J. 

..., ~, D HeJci.y 11. l,, s Tenn 

so 
J! er=pnis Tenn 

SPen. 1Jashvill• 
Tenn. 

Jnmes Eax-1 Ray 
1137045 C-5 

Jar.1-es ~t.'1 itay 
-w3972u 

Ja.mea Earl R::iy 
#39728 

Jqme.s Earl, Ray 
-#6-5477 

Oct¢b~r 
18t 1959 

gugpiGion of 
roiibery 
stealing and 
fugitiv0 otn@r 
authoritie:5 

March 
19G-O 

17 
1 

trTCn< 

'7-19-68 

ope-rating motor 
vehicle without 
p~r1-d.ss ion: of 
own.er 
robbery first 
ut.>/rn DDlP' 
(2 charges) 

Capia.s-murdsr 
1st and CD'1' 

Mu.:i:der lat 
degree 

20 years {20t 
7,. 5t 
coneurrent) 
April 23 t \967 
eseape-4 

99 yrs 

li' 
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-----··-••l!Ol1ara111211111s1111m1111ml!IIIIII___ ---------=------
..£$Tt:R 
"1~n. \ .. ;i~-411 

-BU 

UNITED STATES DE?ARTM~NT Of JUSTICE 
faiaAt BiJ~~-~U CF tNVESTKi-.All.ON 

WA~rwTON, D .. :.., 2:t'}S37 

Th~ foi!owing ~o,J f&,,.o.e,rd, NUM8U -105 942 G , b fur~~.tln-d rCk OFftCtAL USS Ol'-41..Y. 
fRfQ.rmation Jhov.-l'i e,n t~i~ ldenrH1.:..:1hon R~<}ri;§ r•p.r~-.tmt!'. dcrto fvr:ii~h~ FBI by nngorptcM ~~,wm,vtl}r~, ViHER.E 
RNAL D!SF(jS!rKiN IS NOT SHOW~ Ott FURTHER eXM..ANATTON Of CHA.ROE IS. DESIREP, COMMUNECATE 
WHH AGENCY CONTRiiM.JH~G THOSE FlNGiW.?RlNTS. 

COU'iP.1~/!~ OF 
ffH1"lcli'H\l+,!'f~ 

A)llfUT~O Oil I 
ftK8VEO 

---·"' ------+-- -

WAN'rm:> BY IHJRU : J~ei:i ~arl Ray I) aka 
-? Ja..'1:-e-a M~Brid.e, J;aiz~s Walypn, W., C., Herron., 

Ja~~s o~connor~ !'!lm, for ~TAC-Robbery 
Fir;.,rt Fug Ifie.t,~x f'112142fi Sµ ·:file #8$""'417:JO 
o .. c.· Ka.l'.!SJLS Ci tyi tnt reo 1-.27-6-1 · 
CP,:trrimH . ARnD UUto ,OA?f.O.ER-003 Chg, Conapit'"i;t, "'Y 
Civil r:igbta EH.kt~ a.w~:fi* #44....:38?1861 . . . 
c-hm.n«:ed o.o .. · M~~hia ch~ni,ti;;~_p2-r :e~ 4-25<-S.­
NO WN~):&i ?AN'ran per .iu.f reo. 7-19-68 

FLA.SH ~y m.:rF..EAU~~ Jaii:tel! E}\-l:"l R4LY aka 
E:rie St~o G~l t. W.., C. H~~rro~ .. tP..arv~y 
Lo\'lf,(Zy·e:r 11 J~ea ~,cYlridl.\:', J'~@ti o Co:cn{)r 
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(Mount Clipping in Spoce Below) 

J.?ossibiiity caf trial keeps 
him hanging on 

7 

TV newscaster Chet 
Huntley had just finished 
detailing the wrath' of a 
summer storm, spreading 
death and destruction 
across Tennessee and near­
by states. 

And all the while, in 
Memphis, a storm of anoth­
er ilk was brewing. 

The day broke dark and 
foreboding over the Lor­
raine Motel that April 4, 
1968. Ensuing actions there 
would set off shock waves 
that would leave scores of 
American cities awash with 
the debris of human anger. 
. That evening, shortly 
after 6 p.m'., Dr.- Martin Lu­
ther King Jr. stepped out of 
room 306 onto the Lorraine 
Motel balcony for a breath 
of fresh air. It was to be his 

. last, for across the way an 

assassin hidden in the dingy 
bathroom of a seedy room­
ing house gunned down 
King, ending the life of the 
nation's leading Civil Rights 
spokesman. . __ , .. 

James Earl Ray - acting 
alone - squeezed the trig­
ger on a powerful .30-06 
rifl_e~~hos~ exploding 

. proJectile quieted the voice 
of King, in Memphis -to 
speak in conjunction with a 
Memphis garbage workers 
strike. 

Ray was guilty. 
The evidence said so. 
Bookwriters agreed. 
The court, and author­

ities, said there was no 
question. , . 

R~y himself pleaded guilty and · 
received a 99-year penitentiary 
sentence. ~ut three days later he 
c~anged hrs plea to not guilty, 
sa_rd he never had anything to do 
with the m';Jrder of King, and 
asked for a tnaf by jury. 

He's never gotten it. 
Almost every dat since then 

he has tried lega manuevers 
unsuccessfully to get into a 
courtroom. · · : • 

Ten years, a decade, of waiting . 
Ray - America's number one 

· convict - spoke of the case · 
freely in an exclusive Knoxville 
Journal interview July 25 . 

. · Among his comments in the ' 
far-ranging discussion were: , 

<Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 

THE KNOXVILLE 
JOURNAL 
IG.i:J'OXVILLE, TENNESS~: 

Date: 3 J~ h:? 
&lition: MORNING 

· • _He expects a trial by the end : 
of this year or early in "1979 on. Character: 
th~ strength of "a lot of new : 

. evidence." -~:---- _or _______ _ 
Classification: .I///- ~9'~ 
Submitting Office: KNOX. 
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. .,. e lliie FBI· has hitfassdd ,;his 
family. since he was charge with 

' the King killing. · 
· • One reason, he stressed 
there were others, he entered 

:_the guilty plea originally was be­
: cause of pressure to do so or see 
: his father returned to prison. 

• Witnesses have now report­
edly given hi~ at~orney: Ma_rk 
Lane, signed aff1dav1ts placing him 

, ' outside the time span and away 
· .:from the rooming house when 
'.Dr.King was shot. 
, ~ • If ever released, he said he 
t.would live in a foreign c?,untry 
·because he· would be more 

, ·comfortable" that the U.S. gov-
'.ernment would not try to return 
him to prison. 

Far more questions exist about 
the assassination than there are 

, answers. . 
Is Ray, who stead_fastly main­

tains his innocence, bitter? 
"No not bitter, but I get a lit-' , h tie disgusted with all t e pretense 

· and the hypocrisy_ in talk ?bout 
. human rights," said Ray, mt~r-
viewed in a small guard office 
bearing only a desk an_d tel<:­
phone in Brushy Mountain Peni-
tentiary. · 

"Even if they had offered me 
Fort Knox, I should have stayed in 
Canada " explained Ray who had 

• gone t6 Cana~a aft<:r e~caping in 
1967 from a Missouri pnson. 

Does Ray, now about 50 and 
after 10 years of trying, ever really 
believe he will obtain a trial? 

"If I do, it will be, this year," 
Ray said, "or in early 1979. I'm 
confident I'd be cleared. The 
state knows I'd be acquitted or 
else I'd have had a trial eight or 
nine years ago." . 

He cites two laws on wh1c~ 
suits will be filed soon by his 
attorney, Mark Lane, author of 
Rush to Judgment on the 196~ 
Kennedy assassination and co-au­
thor with comedian Dick Gregory 
of Code Name Zorro about the 

· murder of King. 
One law, Ray said, is a statute 

which says if a motion. for a n~w 
trial is filed and the Judge dies 
before. the 30-day motion time 
limit elapses, then a new trial is to 
be automatically granted. 

"I filed for a new trial," said 
Ray,."and three weeks later Judge 
Battle· died. (Judge W. P~eston 
Battle, the presiding judge in the 
Ray case died of· a heart attack 
March 31, 1969.) And, also, a ju~y 
must return a degree of J;!-lllt 

. evenlfaguilty plea is ent~reo.'...., · 

_ k<1y_9..bviously is pi.nnLnJLbis 
hc5pes1or a new trial of1Whathe 
said is "a lot of new evidence 
which hasn't been reported." He 

.. remained -tight-lipped for the 
most part on what new evidence 
is involved, but he did cite a sign­
ed affidavit he said his attorney 
Lane has been given by a Mem­
phis stockbroker, whom he 
would not identify publicly. Ray 
said the stockbroker has said he 
saw Ray in another part of Mem­
phis several blocks from the 
rooming house when· King was 
'shot. Ray said the stockbroker has 
remained silent all these years be­
cause for the man to come for­
ward would have caused him per­
~onal embarrassment. 

Ray, who rarely permits a smile 
to break across his face, admits his 
past indiscretions, and also that 
he bought the .30-06 rifle found 
in the rooming house, explaining 
that the mysterious acquaintance 
known only as "Raoul" told him 
to buy the gun. "I bought the 
wrong kind at first and went back 
and bought the right one. Sure, I 
knew it was tor something illegal. 
I thought maybe we were going 
to sell it in Mexico, but I sure 
didn't know it was going to be 
used to kill anyone. 

"Raoul met me in a motel 
April 3, he gave me the address 
(the rooming house) to take it. 
April 3 is the last time I saw the 
gun." Ballistics tests have not 
conclusively tied the murder slug 
to the rifle. 

Ray said he went to the room­
ing house first at about 4 p.m. on 
April 4 to rent a room. "I saw 
only a lady named Brewer (the 
landlady). From 4 until about 5:30 
p.m. I was running errands." 

Where, then, was he at 6:01 
p.m. when King was shot? 

· "I was several blocks away 
from the rooming house and the 
Lorraine Motel. I had gone to a 
tavern where I ate a sandwich, 
then I went to a service station to 
get a leak. fixed in a tire. They 
were busy and told me to come 
back. I was there from about five 
til until about five after six." . 

Ray said statements have been 
obtained from those service sta­
tion attendants who remembered 
him being at the station. Ray said 
he was returning to the motel 
when he saw the police cars. He 
said he thought they had found 
guns or something and left the 
scene. Ray said he had been used 
by Raoul to smuggle goods across 

. tfre-border. -r • " ~ 

"WbeJJ I heard the reports 9.n 
th'~ radio 'that King had been snot 
and they were looking for a white 
Mustang, I was somewhere in 
Mississippi heading for New ~r­
leans. I switched and went to Bir­
mingham, then to Atlanta and 
then to Canada. The FBI say they 
traced me to Mexico. I don't 
know who they were following, 
but it wasn't me." 

Shortly thereafter, U.S. Atty. 
Gen. Ramsey Clark made an an­

. nouncement that the killer had 
left behind, in the rooming 
house, considerable physical evi-

·. dence, including Ray's radio with 
his prison number, beer cans with 
his prints on them, binoculars and 
other items. 

On June 8, 1968, two_ months 
after the Memphis killing, Ray 
was arrested at London's Hea­
throw Airport. He said he had 
tried to go to a dozen foreign 
countries, including Brazil, 
Colombia, Australia, Canada, and· 
even Rhodesia. 

Ray claims the state witness, a 
man named Charles Stephens 
who said he saw Ray running, 
from the rooming house, signed a 
statement used by the authorities 
to return him from England. Ray 

. said a Memphis cab driver named 
McGraw got a. call from Stephens 
to pick him up at the rooming 

, house and "when he got there 
Stephens was too drunk to get 
out of bed." 

He told a CBS interviewer the 
man he saw didn't look anything 
like me. He identified my old 
nose. The FBI didn't know I had 
had my nose altered by plastic 
surgery. And Grace Walden, with · 
Stephens in the rooming house, 
identified the man running away 
as in his 50s. I was in my 30s." , 
• Grace Walden was subse­
quently in July, 1968, picked up 
and taken to the Tennessee State 
Mental. Hospital at Bolivar wher_e 
she remained for 10 years. She 1s 
now free. 

Arthur J. Hanes Sr. was Ray's 
lawyer initially, but Ray replaced 
him with noted Houston attorney 
Percy Foreman. 

Ray said his lawrers
11 

were 
working too closely with boo~­
writers" and felt that was not m 
his best interest, so he hired 
Foreman. He said, howev,~r, that . 

Foreman "made $11,000" on such 
activities and after that "he didn't 
want to go to trial." 

Ray said Foreman implied at 
one time that if he (Ray) did not 
plead guilty "they would send my 
fath~~c;irge Ray, ba,ck to the 
pe~1tenliary." · · , 
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•. Ray's- father escaped prison in 
Fort Madison, Iowa, in the 1920s 
and lived in obscurity until inves­
tigation of Ray began in connec­
tion with the King case. "That 
wasn't the only reason (for the 
plea)," hastened Ray, "but that 
was one of them." 

Ray said his family has been 
harrassed by authorities since his 
arrest. "As an example, my broth­
er, John Ray, operated a tavern in 
St. Louis. In 1970, he was charged 
with aiding and abetting a bank 
robbery (driving the getaway car). 
He was convicted and got 18 
years. But the guy who robbed 
the bank pleaded guilty and got 
18 months," ·said Ray. 

. John Ray was returned to St. 
Louis on a pre-release program, 
but the U.S. Parole Commission 
rescinded his scheduled parole 
on the ground that he was sus­
pected of lying in May to a con­
gressional committee investigat­
ing the assassination. 

If ever freed, Ray said he 
would _likely move to lrela~d, <;,r 
Australia, because he said, I 
would feel more comfortable the 
government would not try as 
hard then to send me back to 
prison." 

· Ray has taken polygraph tests 
in the past, some he allegedly fail­
ed, and some he allegedly passed, 
including a CIA psychological­

. stress evaluation in which a voice 
tape analyzed. 

Ray feels if he can obtain FBI 
documents, files, etc. of the King 
investigation, it would help to 
free him in a court of law. But, in 
a letter to Ray dated July 11, 
1978, Clarence F. Lyons Jr., chief 
of the Judicial and Fiscal Branch, 
Civil Archives Division, said of 
Ray's request to tibtain the FBI 
records: "On Jan. 31, 1977, the 
United States District Court for 
the District of Columbia, ordered 
that 'within 90 days of the date of 
the entry of this order, the Feder• 
al Bureau of Investigation shall 
assemble at its headquarters in 
Washington, D.C. all known 
copies _of the recorded tapes, and 
transcripts thereof, resulting from 
the FBl's microphonic surveil­
lance, between 1963 and 1968, of 
the plaintiff's former president, 
Martin Luther King Jr.; and all 
known copies of the tapes, tran­
scripts, and logs resulting from 
the FBI's telephone wiretapping, 
between 1963 and 1968, of the 
plaintiff's offices in Atlanta Geor• 
gia, and New York, New Y~rk the 
home of Martin Luther King Jr., 
a_nd places of public accomoda­
t1on occupied by Martin Luther 
King Jr." - • · ,, 

The Court also ordered: "That . 
~ the expiration of the said 90-

/ period, the federal Bureau of 
1i ,vestigation shall deliver to this 
court under seal an inventory of 
said tapes and documents and 
shall deliver said tapes and docu­
ments to the custody of the Na­
tional Archives and Records Serv­
ice, to be maintained by the 
Archivist of the United States 
under seal for a period of fifty (50) 
years." 

Ray, while maintaining his 
innocence, says he does not 
know who killed Dr. Martin Lu­
ther King Jr., but implied a con­
spiracy might have been involved. 

And in that light, Attorney . 
G~neral Bell earlier this year 
might have been thinking similar 
tho~ghts. He ordered changed a 
Justice Department report which 
concluded there was no conspira­
cy because he didn't think that · 
conclusion was justified. 

Ray said he believes his escape 
from .the maximum security 
Brushy Mountain Penitentiary 
June 10, 1977, helped his case for 
garnering a new trial, saying he · 
escaped in efforts to work out a 
deal for a trial. 
_ The escape sparked Tennes­
see's biggest manhunt, but Ward­
en Stonney Lane was confident . 
Ray would not escape the bounds 
of the rugged East Tennessee ter­
rain · and he was right. Fifty-four · 
hours later, Ray was captured. 

The House of Representatives · 
authorized and funded a select · 
committee to look into the 
Kennedy and King assassinations 
in Sept. 1976, and Ray is sched• 
uled to testify before the com• 
mittee in Washington about Au­
gust 16. The hearing likely will be 
televised. 

Meanwhile, James Earl Ray, 
alias John Willard, alias Harvey 
Lowmyer, alias Paul Bridgman, 
alias Ramon George Sneyd, alias 
Eric Starvo Galt sits in his cell in 
Brushy Mountain Penitentiary. 

Waiting. · _ ·· 
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' . • •• I get a little disgusted with all the pretense and hypocrisy in talk about human 
~ ~ighJS. ' . . . . . · .. ~ . .. , .· . · . ..· . ' 
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' ••• The state knows I'd be acquitted or else I'd have had 
,..: !:-:;.~ eight or nine years ago. ' .,.__.... --., 

1'1ean,vhile,; James Earl Ray, 
alias John·\fillard, alias llarvey 
Lo,vmyer, alias Paul Bridgman, 
alias Ramon George Sneyd, 
alias Eric Starvo Galt sits in his 
eell in Brushy lllountain 
Penitentiary. 

If ai tin,! . .. 

' I was several bJoeks 
awa:r from the rooming 
house and the Lorraine 
Motel ..• ' 
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Far more questions exist about 

the assassination than there are 
answers. 

Is Ray, who steadfastly main­
tains his innocence, bitter? 

: '""~•~--' • -. '..; ·.:1. • A.I 1 ~--_ ;; f 
~• • !J -~ •-•· '~c:r·· /! ·- __ . __ __. ";1J\T Al(SJ 

' "No, not bitter, but I get a lit­
tle disgusted with all the pretense 
and the hypocrisy in talk about 
human rights," said Ray, inter­
viewed in a small guard office 
bearing only a desk and tele­
phone in Brushy Mountain Peni­
tentiary. ~l:x,.:~;Aif.~:~ "Even if they had offered me 
Fort Knox, I should have stayed in 
Canada," explained Ray who had 
gone to Canada after escaping in 
1967 from a Missouri prison. 

:e knows I'd be acquitted or else I'd have had 
i,r nine years ago. , 

order, the Feder-
1vestigation shall 
headquarters in 

i.C. all known 
orded tapes, and 
>f, resulting from 
>phonic surveil-
963 and 1968, of 
,rmer president, 
:ing Jr.; and all 
the tapes, tran­

; resulting from 
me wiretapping, 
nd 1968, of the 
in Atlanta, Geor­
k, New York, the 
Luther King Jr., 
Jblic accomoda­
f Martin Luther 

, ordered: "That 
of _the said 90-

ederal Bureau of 
I deliver to this 
an inventory of 
documents and 
tapes and docu- • 
tody of the Na­
d Records Serv-
1tained by the 

United States 
eriod of fifty (50) 

naintaining his 
he does not 
Dr. Martin Lu­
implied a con-

! been involved. 

boes Ray, now about 50 and 
· And in that light, Attorney after 10 years of trying, ever really 

General Bell earlier this year•----- believe he will obtain a trial? 
might have been thinking similar "If I do, it will be this year," 
thoughts. He ordered changed a Ray said, "or in early 1979. I'm 
Justice Department report which confident I'd be cleared. The 
concluded there was no consoira- state knows I'd be acquitted or 
cy because he didn't think, that else I'd have had a trial eight or 
conclusion was justified. ______ nine years ago." 

Ray said he believes his escape He cites two laws qn which 
from the maximum security i,.

7
~?~:':1~0l; suits will be filed soon by his 

Brushy Mountain Penitentiary " attorney, Mark Lane, author of 
June 10, 1977, helped his case for Rush to Judgment on the 196} 
garnering a new trial, saying he Kennedy assassination and co-au-
escaped in efforts to work out a thor with comedian Dick Gregory 
deal for a trial. · . of Code Name Zorro about the 

The escape sparked Tennes- murder of King. 
see's biggest manhunt, but Ward- One law, Ray said, is a statute 
en Stonney Lane was confident /'.t'.'.}:. ,--,- which says if a motion for a new 
Ray would not escape the bounds trial is filed and the judge dies 
of the rugged East Tennessee ter- ,.-., _,,.,,,, ,.,,,_, before the 30-day motion time 
rain and he was right. Fifty-four limit elapses, then a new trial is to 
hours later, Ray was captured. be automatically granted. 

The House of Representatives "I filed for. a new trial," said 
authorized and funded a select Ray, "and three weeks later Judge 
committee to look into the Battle died. (Judge W. Preston 
Kennedy and King assassinations -• Battle, the presiding judge in the 
in Sept. 1976, and Ray is sched- : Ray case died of a heart attack 
uled to testify before the com- March 31, 1969.) And, also, a jury 
mittee in Washington about Au- , must return a degree of guilt 
gust 16. The hearing likely will be l even if a guilty plea is entered." 
televised. t Ray obviously is pinning his 

Meanwhile, James Earl Ray, i hopes for a new trial on what he 
alias John Willard, alias Harvey I said is "a lot of new evidence 
Lowmyer, alias Paul Bridgman, 1_ .... ,

1
",-, 1_, · which hasn't been reported." He 

alias Ramon George Sneyd, alias ,.\.::. ::. - __ remained tight-lipped for the 
Eric Starvo Galt sits in his cell in f- \ Lt ,, most part on what new evidence 
Brushy Mountain Penitentiary. L' . ·_ . . ;\; is involved, but he did cite a sign-

Waiting. ~:,..;;1¼'i&aq;~,,,,c.-,s>:ri' ed affidavit he said his attorney 

• 11111111----•--------------- ------1" Lane has been given by a Mern­e ,
1
j phis stockbroker, whom he ~,;} i would not identify publicly. Ray 

LIi i4 said the stockbroker has said he 
· 
0
iu saw Ray in another part of Mem­;Ja q,, phis several blocks from the 

- M rooming house when King was 
fa _ shot. Ray said the stockbroker has 

uioJ1 · remained silent all these years be­
pre1 a cause for the man to come for­
s, e~ 5 ward would have caused him per­

sonal embarrassment. 
5
! a4s · Ray; who rarely permits a smile :::li~~ to break across his face, admits his 

dn pa)p_ past indiscretions, and also that 
he bought the .30-06 rifle found -•~-,;-a·••.P~----------~-
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rD-3~0 (nov. 7-16-63) 

(Mount Clipping In Spaco Below) 

- . ----------·---Ray preSs, 
comniittee collusion/ 

acci1ses 

NASHVILLE may have a problem proving it now." · 
,-:---""~ Ray also alleged that the committee 

J 
ames Earl Ray says the House 
Assassinations Committee, 
aided by reporters, is distorting 

evidence and trying to "nail us to the 
cross." 

Last week, federal marshals took Ray 
to Washington to .testify before the com­
mittee about the killing of civil rfr:hts 
leader Dr. Martin Luther Kin.~ Jr. And 
as he has for nearly a decade, Ray re­
canted his 1969 guilty plea, saying he 
was duped by a mysterious man named 
Raoul, ill-served by his former law\'er 
and coerced by the the rigors of ·his 
confinement. 

In a letter written on Brushv Moun­
tain Penitentiary stationery and ad­
dressed to The Associated Press here, 
Ray said: "Concerning the hearing, 
apparently they had everything layed 
out to, quotating Cong. Mandel Davis, 
'nail us to the cross' ... My assesment of 
the hearings are the same as Cong. 
Davis; and it seems that most of the 
press did their best to assist the 
committee." 

Some questions and evidence 
presented during Rav's thr0e davs of 
testimony in W~,~hingt.on concerned his 
where:.ibouts iust bi·fore the Kine was 
shot on April ~- 1968, in l\lemphis. There 
were suggestio:,s th;it Ray se2lked King 
through Georgia, Alabama and 
Tennessee. 

The committee produced a laundry 
ticket purportediy pbcing Ray in Atbn­
ta on Aoril l, a dav Rav savs he was 
dnvm;c . throu~h \11ssissippi t~ward 
M,'mphis to meet Raoul. 

"They can surpTise you with docu­
mrnts that you h;:;ve not vie\ved for 
years and tht1_,Et:_.£• f2ise impn'ssion of 
the evidence,' R:::v wrote in his letter. "I 
was in Mississippi April l, 1968 but I 

paraphrased a letter he wrote in 1968 
about his inability to sleep in a Memphis 
jail cP!l, and turned its emphasis around. 

"There are other !'Xamples of this and 
the next time we should be readv for the 
committee's distortions," he s·aid. "In 
facl the committee has now agreed to 
provide us with the material they will in 
future sessions use m their qu0stioning." 

The committee's investigation of 

King's death resumes this winter. Ray 
has recant,'d his guilty plra to King's 
killing. He is serving a 99-year prison 
term. ~ 

Flown by helicopter from the Petros 
prison on April lS, Rny said he W3$ 

taken to a federal prison near Peters­
burg, Va. 

"I got into an altercation with prison 
officials first thing - they wanted me to 
fill out forms, take piatures, etc.," he 
wrote. "l was checked into the prison 
under the n;ime Michael Brewer. I sup­
pose the 'row' was supposed to effect 

my ability to tcs'tify. There was not I 
much to it. my s11irt wa;, torn oif and I 
intended wearing it to the hearing, how­
ever, the FBI CJmP and conf;scated it." 

Two a;:::Pnts .c2me to Brushv Moun-. 
tain, h,,. s.r.1J,lCl 1ntPrviiow him ;bout the 
fi::.ht, but Rav refuc'ed the interviPw 
saying he fea.rl'd ri-.Py would use th~ 
ocrasion to c!aim th,:,y had obtained a 
conft•ssion. 

Ray's iettc>r is po,t.marked Thursday, 
the s;,me day the Tc>nnP~SeC' Court of 
Criminal ,'\ppe:ils upli.0 ld his conviction 
for escaping Brushy in June 19(7. 

- Associated Press 

-"-;;;.-. 
- --- .:,__ ... _.., 
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FD-350 (Rev. 1~19-77) 

(Mount Clipping in Spoce Below) 

Abernathy Charges MeITlf)hiS-, 
Police, FBI, in King Death 

By TOM KING about 300 that the power structure of 
News-sentinel staff Writer America is geared to keeping· the black 

The president emeritus and chairman man at certain levels. 
·of, the Southern Christian Leadership "Don't ever believe that the white 

~~i~~;enn~:ht sa~iat h~~! · #;~~~-'I ~!n ~~:~f ~f;h~~ 1e
0
aJ~: ~!ft"~~: ~;~~; 

FBI, the Government l . \ · '.5'< structure is against you and I tell you to 
~nd the Memphi~, Po- (!,;-fi~,it . try and become a part of the power 
hce Department con- · ~.::~-,,~ structure of Knoxville." 
spire? to cut do:,vn l(M\ Mr. Abernathy said all is not well 
Martin Luther Kmg v~. ·, with Knoxville, adding, "You made a 
Jr" • \,« -· mistake in inviting me to Knoxville. I 

· Rev. Ralph David :,,!i':<::fY will not be bought. I will not sell myself 
.Abernathy was ; in Fj 'i? out. I've been jailed 42 times and I've 
Knoxville as , keyn?te f'(..J · ~~ed~" called everything but a child of 
speaker at radio station · Abernathy 
WJBE's 10-year anni- The civil rights leader urged Presi­
versary banquet at the Ramada Inn on dent Carter to keep two promises - tax 
Kingston Pike. reform "to force the wealthy corpora-

Mr. Abernathy said before the ban- tions of America like ITT; Lockheed and 
ouet that he was greatly disappointed in General Motors to shoulder their load," 
the work and findings of the House and to improve the quality of education 
Assassinations Committee investigating for all people, regardless of race. 
the slaying of the late civil rights leader. Mr. Abernathy said he would put 

"This committee is wasting the tax- · nothing past the FBI. "I think the FBI 
payers' money. I am convinced that would stoop to any level it needed to to 
there was a conspiracy and that the destroy a man like Martin Luther King." 
Memphis police had to be involved," Mr. The civil rights leader said the more 
Abernathy said. "Whoever shot Martin he talked with Ray at Brushy Mountain 
Luther King was aided in his escape from State Prison in October, the more he was 
Memphis by the police." convinced he was not the trigger man. 

Mr. Abernathy, who has spurned a "I think he might have been involved, 
Thanksgiving eve invitation from Presi- but I really don't think he knew what 
dent Carter, said if the House committee was really happening," he said. "When 
does not "get to the truth of the matter," we were on the balcony of the Lorraine 

' he will form a citizens' committee "that Motel when Dr. King was R1urdered, it 
will dig for the truth. I'm not saying was me, Andrew Young, Dr. King and, 
James Earl Ray (convicted of killing Dr. after he was shot, a fourth man appeared. 
King) is innocent. But if he was involved I was told he could have been with the 
I don't think he acted alone. There were Community Relations Service out of 
people in high places of our Government Washington. I fear he was an infiltrator 
involved, and I know of affidavits signed from the FBI." 
and sworn that J. Edgar Hoover ordered Mr. Abernathy was presented a small 
Dr. King's assassination." . key to Knoxville by Mayor Randy 

Mr. Abernathy called former Pre_s1- Tyree. The visitor remarked, "Knoxville 
dent Richard Nixon and former Vice has made historv. I realize that times are 
President Spiro Agnew "the two most hard and thinos" are tough. I have gotten 
notorious criminals in America." He said 300 or 400 k;vs from cities in the U.S. 
both belong in jails. and abroad, but I have never received a 

Mr. Abernathy told the crowd of key so tiny before. The mayor made it 
clear that I might wear it around my 
neck or on my wrist, but where the devil 
is the chain?" 
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