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.. FD-263 (Rev. 3-8-67)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF lN\/ESTIGATlON
J

REPORTING OFFICE -  OFFICE OF ORIGIN -, e, Weod INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD

- 1,0S ANGELES MEMPHIS - | \1/18/68 | 4/5 = 18/68.

TITLE OF CASE - : o REPORT MADE BY TYPED BY °
: UNSUB, aka : . IEE LEROY W. SHEETS -/ % " jae
Eric Starvo Galt, = S CHARACTER OF CASE e
John Willard, o 3 2
Harvey . Lowmyer - FUGI’I‘IVE
Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR

VIC 'I‘IIVI

REFERENCES: - Memphls teletype to Los Angeles dated 4/5/68
Memphis teletype to the Bureau,’ et al, dated 4/6/68
Albany teletype to the Bureau, et al, Taated 4/8/68
~ “Butel to all continental offices dated 4/9/68. .
“Atlanta teletype to Bureau, et al, dated 4/12/68
Bureau telephone call to Los Angeles dated. 4/13/68
Memphis teletype to the Bureau, et al, dated h/11/68

- P -
ADMINIS TRA TIV_‘

This report contalns only 1nformatlon relatlng to the
activities of ERIC STARVO GALT between November, 1967, and
March 16, 1968, the period.of time which GALT is known to have
resided in the Los Angeles, Callf‘orm.a, area.

ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED NONE - JacQuiTl case mias seen:

CoNVIC. ro.| FuG. FINES . sAVINGS . | REcoveries | TALS

) "PENDING OVER ONE YEAR [:]vss JIno
: . PENDING PROSECUTION
/ : . : - OVERSIXMONTHS . - [Jves []no

APPROVED vé e DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW

Bureau (ill 38861 _ 7[# % 7%
Memphis 2114 -1987 E i
- Atlanta (44-2386)
Birmingham (44-1740) "
New Orleans (157- 10673)
f St. Iouis (Info)
@ - Tos Angeles (L4l1574) ;&w(
/cmﬁd/‘re buo  B/~b5 Y

{Dlssemmahon Record of Atbached Repori Notations

Agency — Y, (/
Request Recd. ) LA M

Date Fwd. : g C(/-ﬂ,( A AR
How Fwd. '
By
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LALL-1574

' One copy of ‘this report is belng furnlshed ‘the -
St Louils Office pursuant to. instructions of the Memphis . -~
Office. Additional copies are being furnished’ Blrmlnghamx _
Office for dissemination to the U, S, Attorney as process
has been obtained by that office.  Los Angeles -is not’

aware whether previous dlssemlnatlon has been authorlzed

A1l criminal informants, securlty 1nformants and
racial informants in the Los. Angeles Division are being con-<

tacted on a contlnulng basis for poss1b1e knowledge concernlng
the assa31nat10n. , .

~ No spe01f1c 1eads are: belng set out . in thls ‘report
as all leads are belng qet out by telephone or teletype.

LEADS

'LOS ANGELES

AT LOS ANGFLAS 'CALIFORNTA: Will continue all out
effort to obtain background concerning GALT and 1nformat10n,
1ead1ng to his aporenen31on.

. - B¥% -
COVER PAGE .
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“FD204 (Rev. 3-3-59) S
WUNlQD STATES DEPARTMENT OF JQ'HCE; C
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION "

Copy to:

. Report of: LEROY W. SHEETS S . .Ofics -Tos Angeles, California.. .
. Date: | 1/18/68 4 SR . o

U FieldomceFile 8 441574 e Bureau File- 44;38861? .

Title: UNKNOWN SUBJECT,
also known as .
Eric Starvo Galt, -
- John Willard,
Harvey Lowmyer; L
Kbsoazat: - Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. -
. ‘ vierim - .
Character: CIVIL RIGHTS - .
Synopsis.: Bushnell and Company, Pasadena, California, unable
o to trace Bushnell binoculars found at- -scene of = "
shooting of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., 4/4/68,
as no record maintained on serial numbers. - Duck- |
bill pliers found in vieinity of shooting traced to' - .-
Rompage Hardware Company, 5542 Hollywood Boulevard,:
Los Angeles, California. Employees of Rompage .-
unable to identify purchaser of pliers. TLaundry .
markings No. 02B-6 on red Thermo-Seal tape on T-shirt
and under shorts found in viecinity of shooting
similar to laundry markings utilized by Home Service
Laundry and Dry Cleaning, 5280 Hollywood Boulevard,
Los Angeles., Laundry mark No. 02B-6 at this laundry
assigned to customer with name E, GALT., 1966 white
Mustang bearing license 1-38993, no state given,
speedometer reading 34,185, was serviced a2t H. :
Beckman Chevron Service Station, 1506 North Normandie
Avenue, Los Angeles, on 2/13/68. 1966 white Mustang
bearing Alabama license 1-38993, speedometer reading
34,289 serviced at Cort Fox Ford, 4531 Hollywood
Boulevard, Los Angeles, on 2/22/68, which service
was ordered by E, GALT, 1535 North Serrano, Los
Angeles, and signed by ERIC S. GALT, Investigation
at 1535 North Serrano Avenue, Los Angeles, revealed
ERIC S. GALT resided in Apartment 6 from 11/19/67 to

This document contains netther recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and i{s loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. : -
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LA 441574 -

~approximately 1/18/68. Records, U, S. Post Office,
Los. Angeles, reflected ERIC S. GALT furnished = =
change of . address on 1/22/68 from 1535 North Serrano’
Avenue, Los Angeles, to St. Francis Hotel, 5533 . .
Hollywood Boulevard, Los Angeles.  GALT unknown to

“ANITA KATZWINKEL, whose name along with name of

GINGER DAY appeared on piece of cardboard found in

trunk of 1966 white Mustang located in Atlanta,

Georgia, following the shooting of Dr. KING. Inves- -
Tigation at St. Francis Hotel where GALT resided from

- 1/21/68 to 3/17/68 reveals GALT left forwarding | - ...
address of General Delivery, Main Post Office, Atlanta,

~until 4/25/68. No further information developed as to .
GALT's present whereabouts. Records, Pacific  Telephone |
and Telegraph Company, reveal GALT made no out. of state
calls from telephone registered to him at 1535 North -
Serrano Avenue, ILos Angeles,  during period 11/27/67

to 1/22/68. GALT took recreational type lessons at

. National Dance Studios, Long Beach, California, from
first week of December, 1967, to 2/12/68. Personnel

at this studio unable to furnish information regard- -

. ing GALT's present location or any background information -
regarding him. GALT attended International School of
Bartending, Los-Angeles, from 1/19/68 to 3/2/68. ’
Associates of GALT, CHARLES J, STEIN, RITA STEIN, and . -
MARIE MARTIN interviewed extensively and could furnish

no information as to his present whereabouts. B '
CHARLES J, STEIN accompanied GALT on trip from Los
Angeles to New. Orleans, Louisiana, for purpose of
returning two of RITA STEIN's children to Los Angeles .
during December, 1967. GALT purchased Bank of America
money orders payable to Locksmithing Institute, Bloom-
field, New. Jersey, and various firms in ILos Angeles

area., FBI Laboratory reports. sample of Thermo-Seal.
Jaundry markings obtained from Home' Service Laundry

and Dry Cleaning, Los Angeles, have no significant
differences from laundry markings on T-shirt. and under
shorts found in vieinity of ‘shooting. GALT SHOULD BE
CONSIDERED ARMED AND DANGEROUS,

- P -
DETAILS ¢ S
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LA B4-157h

- INVESTIGATION CONCERNING- - -

- "ORIGIN OF BINOCULARS RECOVERED

. NEAR THE SCENE OF THE SHOOTING OF.

: DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.,
MEMPHIS TENN“SSEL :

o The Memphls Office of the Federal Bureau of -
Investlgatlon (FBI) advised on Aprll 5, 1968, that a palr'f
of Bushnell 7 X 35 banner binoculars bearing serlal No..
SNDQUOB66L were found near the scene of the shootlng of = .
Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. on April 4, 1968, in Memphis,.
Tennessee. S , .
Investigation at Bushnell and Company, 2128 East
Foothill Boulevard, Pasadena, Callfornla, was requested to
ascertain if these binoculars were a part of apurchase of
'six pairs of binoculars by the York Arms Company, 162 Sou‘ch
Main Street Memphls. R . _ .

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64)

QDERAL BUREAU OF INVE'SI'IGA'QN”“’ ‘

1 '4/5'/68;,
_ N .. Date__

: DOROTHY S”ARVES " Sales Serv1ce Manager,. D P.
Bushnell and Company, Inc., 2828 East«Foothill Boulevard
displayed the file copy of an invoice made out to-the York
Arms Company, 162 South Main Street, Memphls, Tennessee, s
The invoice number is D33065,  The invoice is dated October 31,
1967. It reflects that an order.was placed.on October 20,
1967, and shipped October: 30, 1907, for the followmg
descrlbed 1tems- : W

1.ﬁ-0ne 7 X 35 Ultra vlslon blnoculars

“2, One Poc<et scope (Monocular) w1th two L
,1nterchanveab1e objectives. S o

" 3. Slx 7 X 35 Banner blnoculars.-
L, Two table top trlpods. _" o
_ STARVES examined the shlpolng ‘copy of the above‘ o
-deseribed invoice and ascertalnedtm=shloment vas made and
. dated'October~3l,'1967 : ) -

. _ STARVES stated’ tbat Code 127350 1s the code number .
for the siX-Bann r binoculars.’

STARVES advised that serlal nunbers for blnocu]ﬁrs
are not recorded bJ this flrm. . . . : .

- 4/5/68 Pasadena, California Los Angeles Ll 1574

On — - T ‘ File #
SA J. ROBERT SULLIVAN:jmk o : L5 /68

by - : Date dlctated

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.

T
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INVESTIGATION CONCERNING
ORIGIN OF THE DUCK-BILLED
PLIERS FOUND IN THE VICINITY
OF THE SHOOTING OF DR, KING

 The Memphis Office of the FBI advised on April 6,
1968, that information from the National Retail Hardware
-'Association, Indianapolis, Indiana, indicated that the pliers
abandoned in the vicinity of the shooting of Dr. KING were -
purchased from Rompage Hardware Company, 5542 Hollywood Boule-

vard, Los Angeles, California.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



. FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64)

' FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION: |

1 N
4 /10/68

THOMAS M, WARE, 33ﬂ4 Glenhufst Avenue, Los Anceles,‘;
was interviewed at his res1dence at. whlch ‘tine he furnlched =
the follow1no 1nformatlon ‘ .l. )

: A photOﬁraph doplctlnﬂ a palr of- duck blll pllers
contalnlna the name of Rompage . Hardware on the handle: was
exhibited to Mr. WARE.. He was asked if ‘he had ‘ever seen
such a palr of pliers. Mr. VARE relatea that he had _
ordered pliers such as were shown in the Dbotoalaph from an.
unrecalled firm while he was manager of Rompage Hardware
Store,. 5542 Hollywood Boulevard, Los Angeles Callfornla
He stated the pliers were ceconas and were, recelved by
Rompage -Hardware in-an essortment of tools wnlch were cold
from a bargain bln o . :

Mr. WARE stated he was employea by Rompage

Hardware from. 1955 through February, 1967. He was manavef -
-of Rompage Hardware for approximately five years. He began

orderlng the assortment of tools for use in the bargaln

‘bin in approximately February, 1966, and continued reordering_

every three or four monthg until ‘he terminated his employment
with Rompage Hardware in Fébruary, 1967. Mr. WARE did not-

kno" exactly how many pairs of pliers were received in. the

assortment of tools but estimated probably no more than a

dozen pllers were received in the’as sortment.. He stated when -

receiving the assortment of tools, he only counted the

number of tools received in the assortment and did not

note the number of each Lype of tool recelved :

- Mr. WARE related that he could not epec1flca11y
recall having s0ld a pair of the pliers co anyone. He further

. stated that he did not possess a pair of these pliers

hlmcelf ‘ .

On

by

7
7/

h/9/68 . at<]_'_.os Angeles, California FHQ# Los Angeles 4”4i574’"é
SAS THEODORE J. A'HEARN ‘and -

BILLY DALE HUBBARD BDH/pjc - Date dictated . 4/10/68

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of tho FBI. It is the property of the FBI ard is loaned to
your agency, it and its contents are no!. to be distributed outside your agency. - T
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FD-302 (Rey. 4-15-64)

' FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION = -

- On April 8, 1968 DAVID WEAR, 10656 Lev Avenue,,h’
Mission Hills, Callfornia, ‘advised that he is the manager .
of ‘Rompage Hardware Company, 5542 Hollywood Boulevard, Los[le-i

Angeles, Callfornia, and furnished the follow1ng informa-.
tion- ' : ‘e :

The colored photograph exhiblted h1m of a duck- o
billed pliers bearing a Rompage Hardware label was 1dentica1 .
to merchandise sold from their store andp&acailn the y
inventory of the store in: October 1966

s

N  1/8/68 ot LOS Angeles, California ~ﬁﬂe# Los Angeles M45157M

- SAs G. J. MOOREHEAD &
by ___GILBERT G. BENJAMIN/GJM/vjh

| Date dictated 14/12/68

This document contains neither recommeudatlons nor conclusmns of/the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be dxstnbuted out31de your agency. -
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) -

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION:

-

S ' pate__4/12/68

B On April 8, 1968 ESTHER METCALFE, 12076— Hoffman,
Street, Studio City, California; was Interviewed and adv1sed
that she is the cashier at’ Rompage Hardware . Store, 5542
Hollywood Boulevard, .Los Angeles, Californla She furnished

’ the follOW1ng 1nformatlon- : ‘ - Lo o

The colored photograph exhibited to her of a duck—-,
‘billed pliers bearing a Rompage Hardware label was identical
- to merchandise sold from their: store and;iaoedin the inven-
ytory of the store in October 1966 o bl

=y

3

" on__ L4/8/68 ot Los Angeles, California File # LOS Angelés 44-1574

SAs G. J. MOOREHEAD & - ' o -
by —-GILBERT G. BENJAMIN/GJM/vih - Dite dictated - 4/12/68

This dociment contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64)

_FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

i T S ; _""Date"" 4/12‘/68

: On April 8, 1968 JOHN RICHARD SCANTLAND, . -
11752 Magnolia, Los Angeles, California, advised that he-
is the owner of Rompage Hardware Store, 5542 Hollywood ’
Boulevard, Los Angeles, California, and furnished the
following 1nformat10n-

The colored photograph exhlbited to him of a
duck-billed pliers bearing a Rompage Hardware label was .
identical to merchandise sold- from their store: and;iaced
in the 1nventory of the store  in October 1966,

tem
-y
F8

4/8/68 ' . TLos Angeles, California pﬁe# Los Angeles 44-1574

SAS G. J. MORREHEAD & } a : -
GILBERT G, BENJAMIN/GJIM/vih Date dictated —4/12/68

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusmns of the F‘BI It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) . o

- FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION .

1 . S Date 4/12/6”8'

. on April 8 1968 JOHN W. SCANTLAND 3331 Rowena
Avenue, Los Angeles, California, advised that he is the
father of JOHN RICHARD.SCANTLAND, the owner of. Rompage-
Hardware Store, 55“2 Hollywood Boulevard, Los Angeles, )
California, and he works as a salesman at this" store “He-
"furnished the follow1ng 1nformation- . PR

The colored photograph exhlblted to him of a
‘duck-billed pliers bearing a Rompage Hardware ‘label was
ldentical to merchandise sold from their store and;ﬂaced

- in the 1nventory of the store in October 11966.

£y

g

on_ L4/8/68 Los Angeles, California  py, 4 Los Angeleo M4—1574

SAs G. J. MOOREHEAD &

by __GILBERT G. BENJAMIN/GJM/vjh Date dictated 4/12/68

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be dlstnbuted outsxde your agency
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64)

Y . .
i .1
I. .

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIG‘A’THION

Yy | _ 4 Dat‘e 4/12 /68

On April 8, 1968, ETHEL:J., SCANTLAND, 3331 Rowena
Avenue, Los Angeles, California, advised that she is the :
mother of the owner of Rompage Hardware Store, . 5542 Holly-
wood Boulevard, Los Angeles, California, and works as the
bookkeeper and at times sells on the floor. She provided °
the following information: - ' ) R ‘

The colored photograph exhibited to her of a
duck-billed pliers bearing a Rompage Hardware label was
identical to merchandise sold from thelr store andplaced in
the inventory of the store in October 1966.

- ‘{‘}

on_  U4/8/68 .. Los Angeles, California pje# LOs Angeles 44-1574

SAs G. J. MOOREHEAD & .
by GILBERT G, BENJAMIN/GJM/vjh Date dictated __ 4/12/68

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

i : Date M-/12/68

On April 8, 1968 KENNETH LEWIS, 1827 Garfleld
Place, Los Angeles, Callfornla, advised that he is a
salesman at Rompage Hardware, 5542 Hollywood Boulevard,
Los Angeles, Calllornia, and furnished the following 1nfor—
mation:

The colored photograph exhibited to him of a
duck-billed pliers bearing a Rompage Hardware label was
identical to merchandise sold from their store and;ﬂacedln
the inventory of the store in October 1966

On 4/8/68 . Los Angeles, California_ pile # LOS Angeles uh-1574

SAs G. J. MOOREHEAD &

by GILBERT G. BENJAMIN/GJN/v, ih Date dictated ____4/12/68

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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: F'D-302 (Rev 4-15- 64)

.DERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGA'I.I

| ‘Déte 4/11/68'

L

CHARLFS BOS‘TO‘-W‘II 5637 Bowcroft Sbreeu,- Los Ancreles
CallLOIHla, vas 1nteleewea at his place .of -employment,
Aerospace General Corporation, 2350 ‘Bl Segundo -Boulevard, El
.. Segundo, Callfornla and . ;urnwshed bhe folloW1ng 1n¢ormaulon.
A pnotovraon denlctwpr a DalT of e1¢hu inch, duc&-;;
“bllled pllers, bearing the labal of' Romnare Hardware, was

shown to Mr, BOSWORTH. . He stated -he. reco~n1zed the Tabel
‘as being from Rompage Uardware and that the, p11ers to have.
been poss:b 1y the”uJDe of merchandise Dlaced in a barralan“
bin at the store. Mr.,’ BOSHORTH stated ‘he was employed .at
Rompage Hardware,” 54lU2 Hollvwood Boulevard, Los .Angeles,.
California, from December, 1959 ; to m1d 1006 worklng paru
t:mn wnlle attending colTebe.' : . ‘

o
Ve o

BOSWORTH stiuea that- aTthouvh e maJ have, hv has -
no personal recollection of selling a pair of ‘duck-billed. pTLefsu
to any individual. He stat ed’ that while employed at Rombabe
hafdware he did on occaslon purchase hardvare iltems: for his.
.personal use. He.stated he ald not purchase a palr ox eléht
1nch duck-b11led Dllers.‘ : o : .

on_ 1/10/68 4 El Sesundo, California  pile # Los_Angeles Uh-157L

by ___ SA THEODORE J. A’B*LARtT/n.. | " Date dictated . 1/11/69

This document contains neither recommendations nor gox\t:luamns of the FBI. It is the property ot' the FBI and is 1oa'zed to
your agency; it and its contents arc not to be distributed outside your agency.
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- FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64)

E.ERAL suReAU OF INVESTIGATIA)

. Dite L /15 /68

JOHN BURTON, 1849 North Berendo Avenue, Loos -
Angeles, California, was interviewed and furnlshed the
following 1nformablon°‘

Mr ., BURTON stated he was. emnloyed by Rompade
Hardware, 5hlL2 Hollywood Boulevard, Los Angeles, Califor-
nia, for a period of three weeks durlng October, 1967.
He stated he worked in the receiving department and did-
not work on the floor selling merchandise.

A photograph a==p1ct1nrr a pair of eight 1nch duc&—
bllled pliers bearing the label of Rompage Hardware was shown
to Mr. BURTCN. He stated he did not recognize the pliers
although he did recognize the Rompage Haraware Jlabel.

Mr. BURTON stated that - he did not purchase any’
hardware items from Rompage Hardware while -employed there
and does not own a pair of eight inch duck~billed pliers,
purchased from Rompage Hardware.

On L/12/68  atTLos Anceles ,—California File # Los Angeles Ul-]574

- : B

by SA THEODORE J. A 'HRZ\PL\’/nmh Date dictated ' ‘211/15/68

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. L
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64)
, ‘DERAL BUREAU OF "i’NVESTchT..

Date 4/11'/68

JACK EDWIN JONES, 6933 Rosemcad Boulevard, Apartment
‘lO Temple City, was inte v1ewed at his place of empWOymeno,
Palms Avenue Tumber Company, 829 South Palms Avenue, Alhambva,
at which time he furnished- uhe ?ollOWLng 1nformatlon' ' *

Photogranhs dEDlCu7n5 a palr of duck- bill pllers
containing the name of Rompage Hardware was exhibited to
JONES. He.was asked if he had ever seen such & pair of pliers.
JONES stated that to the bpest of his knowledge, he had not.
He related that he was an employee of Rompage Hardwaxe, 55M2
Hollywood Boulevard, Los Angeles, in July and August, 1967,
but could not recall having seen a pair of pliers such as
depicted in the photogfanhs exhibited to nim. He recalled
Rompage Hardware having a bargain bin-in which ninety-eight
cent hardware items were sold, but could not recaTl a bargaln
bin in which $1.98 items were sold. '

JONES could not r”call having sold a vair of pliers,
such as depicted in the photographs exhibited to him, while
an employee of Rompage Hardware. He further related that
he does not nor has heever owned such a pair of pliers.

Ly

e

on__ %/10/68 . Alhambra, California . File.z LOS Angeles 4L-1574

T

'SA THEODORE J. A'HEARNand

by _ SA BILLY DALE HUBBARD/BDH/dmr Date dictated —+/11/68

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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CDate ___ 1/11/68

DENNIS SHEIDRICK, 1537 Octavia, San Francisco,
Cellfornla, was 1nterv1ewed at 1317 Lucile Avenue, Tos - )
Angeles, . C*llfornla and iufnlsned the ;ollow1nd 1nformatlon'b

He stated he ‘was employed at Romnare Hardware, ;
55ﬂ2 Holleood Boulevard, Los Anﬁeles, CallIornla, during -
the period of OCLODef, l“oo and the first -two weeks of
November, 1966.. He stated" thws employment was pwft time |
and he worked approximately twenty hours per Weeh He. -
stated he was emolOJed as a stock clefk and made dellvevles
but did very little se]llmT | Lo - S

- SHELDRICK . obsevved a- DhO ovraph depicting a pair .
of eight inch duck-billed pliers bearing a Rompage Hardware~ .
labe® on one handle. : He stated he recognized- the label
but he could not SDeC1flca11y recall as having seen the
pliers while employed at Rompage Hardware. He stated that
the label bore the legend of the month by number and the
last digit of the year in which it was placed in stock for
sale, the name R01pace Hardware and the price.. -SHEIDRICK .
‘then stated while employed at Rompage Hafdmare he affixed.
such labels to merchandise. - SHELDRICK stated he has no
recollection of ever having sold a pair of eight inch duck-
billed pliers and he did not purchase.any tools for hlS per-
sonal use while emploved there , . S .

£
A0

On 4/11/68 _at Los Angeles, Cu ifornia_ pie sLos Angeles h#-l??&

© SA BILLY DALE HUBBARD and . | -] S
by ___SA THEODORE J. A'HEARN _ TJA/nmb _ papo gictated - 4/11/68

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. } . :
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Date . ‘ 4/15/68

DONALD 1M, CALDUELL 191 South Commoqwealth Street ol
:Los Angeles, Callforn¢a, furnlshed thHe following - 1nformat10n~

... CALDWELL ‘was an employee of Romp <3Hardware 5542-
Hollvwood Boulevard, Hollywood Callfornia irom December

19oo, until January, 1967., Durlng that tlme, CALDWELL dld not
sell a pair of duck billed pllers to anyone

b /9/68 t_Los Angeles, California

Fﬂe# Los Angeles U4-1574

SA's WILLIAM J, SLICKS and - R *
by WILLIAM S. BURTON/cag » - - h/15/¢68

Date dictated

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
" your agency; it and its contents. are not to be distributed outside your agency. - - .
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-

S Date "4/15/6§

5 " HOWARD JOHN KELLEHER 5505 Greenbush Street Van Wuys,
: Callfornia “was interviewed at 255 South Beverly Drive o ’
»Beverly HlllS, Callfornla and furnlshed the Lollow1nv 1nformaulon.

- KELLEHER worked as a Lloor salesman at Rompa Hardwafe,
55L2 Hollywood Boulevard, Hollywood, California, from Jjanuary, -
1967, . through June, 1967. KELLEHER does not recall having sold’.

. a set of duck billed pllefs to anyone. durlno that perlod ‘,

<9

4/9/68 . Beverly Hills, Celifornié pie g Los’Angéles Lh-157L
SAts T‘IIL_JIAM J. SLICKS and . - S ‘
by WILLIAM S. BURTON/cag : - Date dictated _ 4/15/68

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclumons of tho FBI. It 1s the pro')erty of the FBI and is lo‘.ned to -
your agency; it and its cortents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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.DERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGAT.

Dato - 4/15/68

, STEVEN HENDRIKS, 10901 Markleim Avenue,
,Granada Hills, California, stock. boy, Rompage -Hardware
Company, 5542 Hollywood Boulevard, Los Angeles,
.California, was 1nterv1ewed and furn;shed the follOW1nv
information: )

He is empIOJed 1n tbe stock room of Romoage '
and is unfamiliar with a pair of duck-billed pliers that -
were exhibited to him™in a colored photograph-and had no
recollection of any 1na1V1dua1 wno may have purohasea
sucn an 1ten <

oo
o

4/8,/68

at

Los-Angeles,‘California milo # _Los Angeles 44-1574

N

. SA G. J. MOOREHEAD - . >
by - SA GILBERT G, BENJA M*ﬂ/Cdd/hyl 4/12/68

Date dictatedl

This document contains neither recommendatlons nor conclu:lons of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
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.DERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATV‘ ‘

Date ___1/15/68

: ALLAN OSBORNB, 2938 Rowena, Los Angeles, -
Callfornld, salés cleWK RomDaoe Hardware Company, 5542
Hollywood Boulevard, Los Angeles, Californla, was
interviewed and furnlsned the follow1ng information?

He has been employed at Rompage .for one week
and is not,familiar-with a pair of duck-billed pliers"
that was exhibited to him in a colored photograph and
had no recollection of any 1nd1v1aua1 who may have
purchased such an 1uem.

g
-

-

On 4/8/68 4 _Los Angeles, California File # _L0s Angeles L1574

A

SA G. J. MOOREHFLD

by .. SA GIIBERT G. BE JAMIN/GIM/myw __Date dictated 4/12/68

This documen_t contz}ins neither recommendations nor c'o.n'clusinns- of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. : .
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Date ‘ 4/11/68

: DEAN WHITHORE, 2U11 Wnitman Pluce, Los AnreTes,
California, uas 1nte1\1ﬂwed at his place of envloyment,
National Broadcasting Company (NBC) Television, Burbank,
California, and lurnlsned tne following information:

: A photo zravh dc c r ‘'of .eight inch
duck-billed pliers beari ne la ormpage Hardvare on
one handle was shown to Mr. WHITH - After reviewing the
photograph he stated he : zed the pliers as-similer to
a palr he purchased fr Hardware on Hollywood _
Boulevaxrd, Los Anfelas, CaliFornia. He continued he has
a charge account at Rompage Hardvware and generally purchases
hardvare items from this store. He stated he could not
specificallJ say when ne purchased the pliers but believed
it was sometime after he returned to Los Angeles from Europe
and New York City in ADfll, 1967 where he had directed several
telev151on show ' -

My, WHITMORE went- to his automobile in the company
of interviewing agents and examined a tool box he had in the
trunk of his vehicle. He alsolaJed to agents a pair of pliers
he stated he red purchased at Rompage Hard are.

The pliers owned by Mr. WHITMORE avpeared to be
identical to the pliers in the photograph but the Rompage
Hardware label had been removed. On one handle -of the pliers
there appeared to be residue of c¢ellophane tape at a similar
location as the Rompage Hardware label on .the pliers in the
photor aph. . ' '

Mr. WHITHMORE stated that as a matter of practice he
removeg the labels from items he purchases prior to using them.

L/9/65 _at Burbark, California __File # Los An@eleo Iy 15'71L
SA BILLY DATE HUBBARD and | - .
SA THEODORE. J. A'EZARN TJIL/nrh Date dictated I /1 /68

This document contains reither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBL. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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© Date 4 /15 /68

Dr. MAURICE SEIDE MMAN 3306 Derondo. Drive,
Ios Angeles, California, was 1nuerviewed and advised as
follows: : i ‘ ..

He purchased a pair of ducx billed pliers some-
time in 1007 such as exhibited to him in a colored photograph.
He showed the interviewing agents the pair that he had
purchased and it sti11 bore the Rompage label and was
similar to the one in the DhObograDh .

My
L

On 4/10/68 _at _Tos Angeles, California File # _Los Angeles 41570

S a

SA @G, J. MOOREHEAD

by _SA GIIRERT ¢, BEMJIIMTN/GIH /oy Date dictated —4/15/68

This document cont:}ins neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBL. It is the property of the F3I and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be disteibuted outside your agency.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64)

‘DERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGAT.

Date 4/15/68

F. B, JACQUART, 11830 Palms BouWevard Los
Angeles, California, Sta@e Manager, John Urile and ' :
Associates, 5831 Sunset Boulevard Los Angeles, Calwlornla,
was interviewed and furnished the Iollow1na 1nformatlon.

: He has made plier purchases at Rompage  Hardware
Company, 5542 Hollywood.Boulevard, Los Angeles, California,
but has never purchased a pair of duck-billed pllers such
as exhibited to him in a colofed Dnotogfapa.

on_  4/11/68 .. Tos Angeles, California p; . Los Angeles bWy as7h

N

SA G. J. MOORZEEAD - ‘ \
by -SA GILBERT G, BE m“n:w/c M/myw Date dictatod __ 2/15/68

This document contz}ins neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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E b'a'm 4/15/58.

EVERETT RUTIwDGE 1855 North Kingsley Drlve,w .
Los An@eles, California, manager of the Casa Laguna -
Apartments. located at this address, was 1nterv1ewed and
furnlsned the follow1ng 1nformatlon- L e

He has made sever 1 purchases at Romoave Hardware
Company, 5542 h011ywood Boulevard, Los Angéles, . Callfornla,:v
including a pair of pliers. He Suated that he never . L
purchased duck-billed olﬁers such as: enthlted to him in-
a colored paotograon.u: ;

Qﬂ‘” lu/10/68 at _Los Angeles, California F“e# Los Ang?¥es Ah-157%

N

"SA G. J. MOOREHEAD
Date dxctqtcd

by . SA GILBERT G. BENJAMIN/GIN/myw ' p u/12/68

This document contains neither Arccommex"xd'\tionﬁ nor conclusions of the FRBI. It i
on 1 o 3 [ o FE s the property of the FBI and is loaned t
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. aned to
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Dats __4/15/68

ERNEST ZAZZARO, maintenance man, Boys! Club of
Hollywood, Incorporated, 5619 De Longpre Avenue, Los Angeles,
California, was 1nuerv1ewed and adV1sed as follows-‘ .

-He has made purcnases at Romnege Hardware Company,"
5542 Hollywood Boulevard, Los Angeles, California, including
pllers, however, he has never purchased duck-billed pllers
such as exhibited to him vﬂ ‘a colored pnotocrapn. ’ : .

On 4/9/68  at __Los Angeles, California il # _Los Angeles 44-1574

T

SA G. J. MOOREHEAD

by .34 GTIBERT .G, BZNJﬂuTN/GJM/mVW Date dictated __ 4/12/68

R
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned™o
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. .
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Date_ . 4/15/68

DAVID STALEY, 440 ngonshlve, was 1nterv1ewed in
connection with nis prlor enployment at Rompage Hardware,l"
5542 Hollywood Boulevard, Los Angeles,. CallfOPnla He .~
related- the follo:1n~ 1nformatlon - :

’ He is presentTy a senlor at San Fernando Valley StQte
‘College in the Northridge area of Los Anceles,,whore he is
'maJorlng in Business Admlnlstratlon At the ‘timé of his- employ-

" ment-at Rompage Hardware, hé was also a student at -the above',
school.. He began working ‘for Rompage Hardware in the stockroom,
because-of his lack of knowledge regarding the” hardware bus lness.
The employment ‘was on an as needed basis and. bevan about -two .
weeks before Christmas 1967. H°~expla1n°d that he worked bossibly
five to eight hours a week after ‘school during the first week of
employment and during the“week-immediately"preceding‘Christmas,"
when school was out for Christmas holiday, he worked only as he
was needed. This amounted to thirty hours of work for that .
particular week. Since Christmas 1967, he has worked very: llttTe,
since apparently the needs of the ecompany do not require his
services. He has not worked at all at Rompage Hardware foL the
last.one and one- half to two months. . S .

During all of hlS cmploymont at Rompaﬂe Hardware,

almost all of his time has been spent in the stockroom. Only .
at- times, when walking through the store, 'has he been asked by
customers the location of various items. He does not recall
ever being asked by any customer or anyone else, the location
of any pliers of any description. He 'did not purchdase any pllers
while eruloyed at Rompage Hardware, and knows of no one who did.
purchase a pair of duccblll pliers, 8” (eight inches). in lenvth

, STALEY adv1%ed that he is 22 years of age, and was
born L in Hollywood, Calllornla.

On _4/11/68  at _ Glendale, California ___Filé # Los Angeles uu-is.?a

A

.. Shts JAMES R. PACE and e ' ’ .
by _RIGHARD I RAYSAE JIRP/s ] ' Date dictated —4/11/68

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. . - 8
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INVESTIGQTION TO TRACE THE
LAUNDRY MARKS FOUND ON UNDERWEAR . .
: ABANDONED NEAR THE SCENE OF - .~

THE SHOOTING OF DR.'KING o

: The: Albanj Office of the FBI advised on. Aprvl 8
1968, that a suitcase abandoned in.the vieinity of the. shoot-5‘5
ing of Dr, KING on April 4, 1968, contained a*white T-shirt -
and . multi-colored pair of under shorts, both of which bore
Jaundry marks on red tape with black letters believed to be '
the Thermo Seal type manufactured by the Textile Marking .

‘ Machlne Company, Inc., Syracuse, New York. The tape was
'+ inch wide and 1 1/16 inches - 1ong, and it bears letters and
numbers 02B-0. -

OfflClals of the Textile Marklnv Machlne Company,
Syracuse, advised that the type of machine making this tape .
‘was unusual in that the first two characters were 15 point
type and the last three characters were 18 point type, with
the middle character being narrow - rather than regular type.

Among those machlnes sold by the Textile Marklng
Machine Company which could have produced instant tape was
model RH5K1, serial No, 3145, sold to Delite Laundry, 1607
Brooklyn Avenue, Los Angeles, Callfornla. '

DAVID L. SIMON advised on April 10 1968 that
he was the former owner of the Delite Laundry Company, 1607
‘Brooklyn Avenue, Los Angeles. SIMON is presently associated
with the Supreme Laundry, 623 Towne Avenue, Los Angeles. He
stated that the Delite ILaundry Company went out of business
in July of 1963 and that he could not recall what happened
- to the Thermo Seal machrnes when the company went out of -
" business. .

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION ~~

1/12/68

i | _ : - | " ’ Date -

: . Mrs. IUCY PINELA, Manager, Home Service Laundry .
and Dry Cleaning, 5280 Hollywood Boulevard, advised the

' Jaundry uses a Thermo Seal marking machine manufactured by
the Textile Marking Machine Company, Syracuse, New York.
The serial number on this machine.is 31454 and the model .
number is RH-5K 1. She said the machine was not new when.
purchased and she believes it was purchased some time . -
in February, 1968, through MAURY M, DATER and Associates,
84l South ILa Brea, and the ‘salesman was OSCAR BURKE.
PINELA .checked available laundry mark records -and advised
that .she could not locate a record of O 2 B~6. She stated
this number would have been used sometime after mid-February,-
1968. She said she recently took over management” of the
laundry from JEROME W, VERNON, who 'went bankrupt and has
disappeared. She said she took over operation of the ' -
business on about March 24, 1968, and VERNON was last ‘
seen about that time at the laundry. PINELA furnished -
samples from the thermo seal marking machine using the
numbers and letters, O 2 B-6, on red colored tape. She

noted that the machine was defective and parts of the
first letter O were cut off from the left side of the tape.
PINELA advised there were letters unopened, which -uere
delivered to VERNON at this address from the Allstate
Insurance Company and Crocker Citizens National Bank.. . -
PINELA advised she was—sure that the records which contained
the laundry mark O 2 B-6 were in the possession of VERNON. ' .
She described VERNON as follows: : , ' s e

Sex : Male
Race , White :
Height - ' About 519" _— :
Weight - Unknown, husky build, wears
about a. size 42-U4l undershirt
Age - 37 . - -
. Hair Full head of hair, prematurely
, greying, sometimes silvered
, . for uniformity
Pecularities ' Handsome man.

.')""
ol .

4 /10/68 o LOS Angeies, Califqrnia ’F%oi Angeles 441574
: ile #

\

SA LLOYD D, JOHNSON : . .
SA FRANCIS G. KAHL FGK/dey =~ 4/12/68 N

by —Date dictated
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.DERAL'BUREAU OF lNVESTIGA’T‘_,’

Date __ 1/12/68

.

: Mrs. LUCY PINELA.. Manager, Home Service Laundry,
5280 Hollywood Boulevard, advised that the laundry marking
machine located in thz laundry is a Therwo Seal model made -

by the Textile Marking Machine Co;oanﬁ Inc., Syracuse, New
York, and its serial number is ‘No 1454 :

P“NETQ stated that the taoes used in the above:
machine were purchased by JAY VERNON after he took over the
operation of the laundry in January of 1968. © She said that = -
the tapes currently at the store were the ‘same ones that’ VERNON .
had originally purchased. . She 'said that VERNON pfObaDlj
purchased the tapes at the Hollywood Supply Company, 7362
Santa Monica Boulevard in T.os Angeles, but might have
purchased it at the John P, Lynch Ccmpany, 7317 Paramount
-Boulevard, or the Calusa Chemical.Company, 801 East Macy,.

Los AngeTes, CallLOfnla, because he has dealt with all--
three p1acos in the past B P :

The above~menb10ped tapes were examlned and the -
f0110w1na numwbers were observed on the 1n51de of the roll:;

Red tape, No. k379, 5L7, Red uape, No. L379 (1ast three
.figures lndlelan],. _ o

White tape, 4379.5H3; Yellow tapp, 4379 5 (1a t'two figurés
indistinctﬁ- e

Whlte tape, 4379. SHT, Blue tupe, 4379 5HT.

PINELA: advised tnat the 1nk on the above machine
was very heavy and blurred on the- tapes for the first week of
operation and then 1t clcared up and was normal.

She advised that JAY VERITON took over operation of
the Home Service Laundry and Dry Cleaning Store, on January 15,
1968, VERWON had entered into an escrow agreement to e
purchase the business from MAURICE HOWARD, the owner. HOWARD
owned the business from approxlnacely, September, 1066 to

‘ ZL
4/12/68  , Tos Angeles, California koS Angeles uu 1574
SA FRANCIS G. KAHL & S
SA JOHN W, WHALEY/dey o - A 4/12/68
: ' : : Date dictated

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the i
s property of the FBI and is loan
your agency; it 'md its contents are not.to be distributed outside your agency. ed to
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January 15, 1908 For some -unk nown reason’ the sale was

not completed. . VERYOX bfough* Therrio Seal marklng machln
serial number 31454 into uﬂD store “in early February, .
1968. During the first week-of operation thers was too
much ink bulng printed on_tne laundsz ry mark . tabs and mos¥t ,
were quite blurred. PINELA advised her salary is currenLlJ
. being paid by LOUIS .'”JIERMA‘\I, 3Lo IIo.cth uIarbell Los

- Angeles. - "

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Daté | 11'/13/68’

, LUCY PINELA, Manacer of the Home Qervice Laundry =

- and Dry Cleaning,,SaSO Hollywood Doulevard L.os - Angeles,.
advised SAs FRANCIS G. KAHL and. DENNIS.C. LE MASTER, after =
observing a color-.photo of the shorts ‘and . T shirt Iound in - .-~
connection with this case, that she’ believed the sho rts .
mights belong, or were the same type, to awformer employee

. known only to her as JIM (last name unknown) or "Uncle"
She saild JIM worked at the laundry for a perlod of. about
one month during February and March 1968. . She said JIM
was a personal friend of J. W. VERNON, and was formerly

. employed by a garbage dlsoosal firm, name unknown: She »
believed JIM was a former member of the U. S. Armed Forces,e
braooh unknown. She descrlbeo JIIM. as follows'

Sex - . Male ..

Race . Caucasian

Age -~ About 35

Height : " About 6'2" .

Weight - About 200 pounds

Hair g ' . Dark brown : o

Eyes. ' Grey, freéquently wore sunwo._
: : glasses with heavy dark frames

She commented the photo on hils drivers license
showed him with a.large, full beard, which he did not have
while wiorking at the laundry. 'JIM had a girlfriend named

. DONNA (last name unknown), who was also a former employee
at the laundry. JIM had no-car. :

She advised there were no employment records left
at the laundry with which to further identify the former
employees, since VERNON pald employees in cash and kept no
payroll records of which she knew.

PINELA stateo she last saw VERNON on March 27,
1908 at about 9:00 A.M. at the laundry. He gave no indi-
cation concerning his future plans. She advised VERNCN had
a girlfriend, DIANE WALL, who lives in Pasadena, exact
address unknown. : o '

3 [ b
- ]
AW

4/10/68 ,, Los Angeles; California  py, 4 Los Angeles hi-1574

' SAs FRANCIS G. KAHL, o ‘ ,
DENNIS C. LE MASTER/ *uf/vdh " Date dictated . 4/13/68

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
" your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. - :
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PINELA advised she never: saw VERMON or JIM in
the possession of any.type of gun.: She ‘said a large box. of
tools belonvlng to VERNON are now nls ing from the laundry. . .
She advised she had the home address - of DIANE WALL.at her -
residence, and would make this information available later
in the day. PINELA's home telephone number is’ 748~ Mzoo
and she would be home between 6:30 and. 8 30 P. N :

_ Concernlné thm placement of the 1aundry marks on
the garments in the pnoto, she’advised this is where their
" laundry would place thermo=geals to indicate that thc
clothing was not to be SUafcred

L While Miss PILELA was coooﬁratlve, she said it
would be difficult at this. time to.fully answer. questlons
because of the continuous traffic of customers in and out-
of the store, requlrwno her attention.

PINELA Lurnashed ddltional “thermo-~ seal sampleq
on cloth during this interview, '

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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.Da& 4 /12/68

ESTHER NIETO, 801 West 23rd Street Aoartment 104,
I.os Angeles, Callfornla, was . interviewved at 5280 ‘Hollywiood .
Boulevard, Hollywood, California, advised she was employed
by Home qerv1ce Laundry and Dry Cleanlng, 5280 Hollyvood
Boulevard ' . .

Mrs. NIETO obeerved an - ewght 1nch by eleven inch
color photo of one Jockey Power Xnit tee shirt, size 42-LL
with attached laundry mark "o 2 B-6" and one pair of white
broun and gray patterned under-—shorts with laundry mark . °
"02B-6". 7 lirs. - NIETO advised that she could positively say .
that the laundry in the photograph had been marked at Home"

- Laundry by the Thermo Seal marking machine at the - 1aundry '
because of the manner in which the first digit zero is - .
partlally cut off and also because that most cleaners out the
laundry mark on the inside of the underuear and. that. at ’
Home Laundry the mark is put on the outside of the underuear
shorts, as is shown in the photograph. - .

. Mrs. NIETO stated that she uas the only perqon in
the shop who ran the marklng nachine and that she believed
she had marked the laundry in questlon., Hrs. NIBETO could
not remember marking the SpeClLlC piece of underweaf shoun
in the photograph or to whom the laundry belonged. Mrs.*“!
NIETO stated that she had begun'work at the Home Laundry’ .
about the last week of February and started running the '
marking mechine on lMarch 4, 1968, Mrs. NIETO stated that
the laundry in question would have had to be marked betwueen
March 4, 1968 and March 18, 1968, because after March 18,
she no longex put the 1aundrv pork on underwear or 1tems
of that nature but only on’ shirts.-

Mrs. NIETO also advised that thle JERRY VERNON
operated the laundry she believed that he had. rented an
apartment above the 1aundry establishment. :

aJ
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' Mrs., LUCY PINELA, Manager, Home Service Laundry
and Dry Cleaning, 5280 Hollyﬂood Boulevard, advised that

E, GALT has been a customer for at least. four or five
‘months,” She advised that. she does not know the first

name or address of GALT or where he might be employed.

She stated she last observed GALT in the laundry sometime
during February, 1968. She advised that GALT usually :
brought in dTeSS~uJDc shirts with wide button down ¢ollars
and never brought in work -th= clothes. She advised that
sometime during February, 1968, some of GALT's dress shirts
were lost and she does not recall if they were ever recovered
She descrlbed GALT as follows: -

Sex- Mele
Race ' White '
Height ~ About 6 feet
Weight . About 160 pounds
Hair Light brown, crew cut
" Complexion . Fair : ‘
Pecularities = . Nose, well formed, on the
) “narrow side
Age K 35 to 40 years

y 73

—~
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JEROME WALLIS VERNOH aloo known as Jay Wallis
Vernon, 1246 Woodbury Court, Apartment B, was 1nterv1ewed
and furnished the following 1nformatlon. ' ‘

VERNON adVLSed uhat he has been employed by
Lockheed Air Craft Company, Ontario, California since -
April 3, 1968 and exhibited to the 1nuerv1ew1nv Agents hlS
identification card from Lockheed which showed the date
April 3, 1968.. ;

o VERNON advised that he operated the Home Serv1ce
qaundry and Dry Cleaning Company 5280 Hollywood Boulevard,

Los Angeles, from January 16, 1968 to March 23, 1968. He

stated that a man by the name of GALT was a regular customer

at the laundry and he believed that he came in each Saturday
afternoon. He first saw GALT on Saturday, January 20 1968,

and the last he recalled seeing him was on March 16, 1968 ,
VERNON stated that it was his opinion that GALT always came
into the store on Saturday afternoon, left a bundle of laundry
which usually consisted of underwear, T-shirts, and dress shirts,
and then would pick up the finished laundry the following
Saturday. That is, he would leavé a bundle and pick up what
previously had been washed from the previous Saturday.

VERNON was shown a photograph of the T-ghirt and
shorts, which were recovered in Memphis, and he believed
that they were similar to the ones that were brought in by
GALT. He felt that the size of the T-shirt would be that
which would have been worn by GALT. VERNON stated that he
could not state for sure whether or not the two pleces of .
underwear belonged to GALT.

VERNON identified the laundry marking on the
underwear in the photograph as being similtar to the mark
used at his laundry. :

VERNON does not know GALT by his first name; however,
entries in the laundry book, which were obtained froi: VERNON
indicate that GALT's first name was given to the laundry as

i,

L
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VERNON stated that GALT usually wore bermuda shorts,

a sport shirt with 2 T-shirt undernezth when he canme into' the
store. He said that GALT never wore glasses nor did he ever
observe him to have sunglasses in his possession. VERNOHM.
could not determine what kind of foct wear GALT wore. He
never observed GALT driving a vehicle nor did he ever sece

" GALT inanyother locztion obther than the laundry. GALT never
furnished an address to VERNON or any of the other employees
at the laundry. ' '

VERNON described GALT as follows:

Sex . : ‘Male

Race . White

"Age , 40 - 45 years of age
Height tg" ,
Weight 180 - 190 poungds
Hair Graying dark Yrown which
’ was cut neat, |somewhat like
a bushy flattop with a wide
forehead. '

VERNON never noticed anything unusual about GALT's
speech and stated that he would assume that GALT would come
from the California area, as he had no noticeable regional
accent. ' : )

VERNON was exhi
by the Bureau, and he st
on the ccmposite from e
of Birmingham and that &

bited the two ccmposites furnished
ated that the eyes, nose, and chin
mpnis should be placed on-the composite
ni

.

nis would be a good likeness of GALT,

VERNON stated that GALT always paild for his laundry
in cash, using bills in the.%10 and $20 denominations. GALT
never mentioned to VERNON where he worked or anyother information
concerning his background.
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Date __ ALY::

JEROME WALLIS VERNON was teinterviewed at the :
Los Angeles Office of the FBI, and he furnlshed the follow1nd
information: .

VERNON amended his prev1ous descrlotlon of GALT

" as being between 25 - 30 years of age,.and approx1mately
160 -pounds. - He never wore bermuda shorts. as heé had indicated
in the previous interview stating he was confused with ‘another
customer. He now recalls that GALT's dress was unusual in
that. it was not the California style. He could not place the
clothing in any particular part of the country or from any :

. foreign country, but did think it looked more 11Ae fhat of. the -
English style. VERNON stated that after thinking over his -
knowledde of GALT, he now feels. that GALT had a sllght ‘educated
Southern accent

VERNON advised that he could not elaborate on the»
wearing apparel of GALT. He had never noticed any type of .
jewelry which he might. have worn nor did he ever engage in:
a conversation with GALT in which he could have learned anyf
thing of his background. :

At this interview VERNON was shovn a composite
which was made up of the two composites from the description
which he had previously furnished, and he stated this was.
not a true likeness. He thereupon took the forehead of the
Birmingham composite and placed it on the one from Memphis
and indicated that this notw looked -like GALT as he recalleu
him. .

VERNON advised that he cou‘d furnlsh no addluonal
information concerning GALT.

On _L4/13/68 at Los Angeles FBI Headquartepfe # Tas Ahapieé 1574
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Mrs, LUCY PIWEIA manager, Hoae SerlCe Laundry
and Dry Cleaning, 5280 HOllJ’OOd Boulevard, Hollywood,
Calixoinla, furnished the following list of employees

Persons currently emplOyed: 

ESTHER NIETO
ESTHER FERNANDEZ
OLIVER HOLLOWAY
LUCY PINELA

Mrs. PINEIA advised that no records were kept of
past employees but since February 1, 1958, she could remember’
the followling persons emolOJeed at the laundry

GLORTA SOTO

ROSE SAMANIEGO

AUDREY BEINTLEY or BENTLY
LUZ CHACON

SAMERA (ILNU)

HENRY BUSTOS

DOROTHY KMNIGHT

KATHLINE WESTBROOK
DOROTHY HARRIS

BERTHA (LNU)

Mrs. PINELA advised that from about January lo,
e following persons were also emplOyed-

J. VERNON

DIAMNE WALL

DONNA (Ii1U)

JIM (ILWU) aka, Uncle, "Unk"

-
T
[P
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Records of the Home Serv1ce Laundry and Dry
Cleaning, 5280 Hollywood Boulevard, were 1nspected in. the
presence of LOUILS PUTERMAN The follow1ng records were
located' . . _ . _ 7

‘Item No. 1° | Cleaning Invoice No 7418, whlte copy,

' A dated March 11, 1968, customer E; GALT;
articles to be cleanaitwo pants, blue and
brown.

Yellow copy . of” Cleaning Invoice No. 7418
with same information as Item No. 1.

Pink copies of Cleaning Inv01ces Numbers
7417, 7418, Th19. -
Cash register tape, dated March 14, 1968 -
Thursday, in total amount of $83. 26.

. University -Notebook, with customers names.
‘Laundry list, upper portion only,’ number 2646
with the name, E. GALT. »

Cleaning Invoice No. 5949, white copy, dated
February 23, 1968, customer GALT artlcle '
to be cleaned onepant.

Pink copies of Cleaning Inv01ces numbers

5948, 5949, 5950. ‘
Laundry list, upper ‘portion only, number 1939,
with the name, E. GALT, and mark GALT.

Laundry list number 2311, with the name GALT,
and mark: GALT,

Laundry list number 2246 w1th the name E.
GALT

Cleaning Inv01ce No. 5697, white . copy, dated
January 23, 1968, customer E. GALT; articles
to be cleaned one sport coat, one slack .
Cleaning Invoice number 8455, yellow copy, .
dated February 8, 1968, customer GAULT; articles
to be cleaned one pair pants, two ties.

. Cleanihg Invoice No. 5589, white copy, dated
January 16, 1968, customer E. GALT; articles’
to be cleaned one tie, one pair blue slacks.

>
<
s
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* Item No.
Item No
Item No.

Item No.

15

. 16
17 |

18

Pink copies of Cleanlnc Inv01ces 5588 5589,
5590. _

"Laundry list number 2851, Uluh the name

GAULT, and mark: GALT
Laundiy list number 3065, vlth Thermo Seal

sticker 02B-6 with the name E. GALT.

Textile MarKing Machine Company, Thermo’
Seal instruction book with warranty for
Thermo Seal Machine, Serial No. 31454
dated March 21, 1960.
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“Thermo qeal marking nachwne, Qeflal nunbey 31454
was inspected at Home. Service Laundry-and Dry Cleaning 5280
Hollywood Boulevard., The machine was palnted light- gfeéngg
It had a identification plate affixed to the left side
‘bearing the above serial number Qnd model number RhSKl
The munufaCquer was lisgted as Textile Marﬁlng Machine
Company , Incorporated, Syracuse, New York. - A catalog - _
‘for the machine was algo found next to the machine.,  The °
catalog contained a warranty Torm S-645 of.the Textile
Marking MachinC'Comneﬂy, bearing the above serial ‘and model.
numbers. The warranty was -issued by LEM MILLER, Washing.
Machines, 716 Souuh Kern Avenue, Los- Angeles. - The machine.
was marked for 1dent1f1caclon. } ' N

. o . 5y .
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ESTHER BLRNA“D?Z employee, Home qervwce Laundry
and Dry Cleaning, 5280 Follynood Boulevard, Hollywood, S
Calnfornla, adv1sed through ESTHER NIETO actlng as 1nterpreuer
that she did not recognize the photograph of 'the Jockey Tee
‘shirt or undershorts as belonglng to any partlcular customcr
of the 1ﬂundry -
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\

, Mrs.- IUCY PINELA, Manager, Home. Serv1ce Launary P

~ and Dry Cleaning 5280 Hollywood Boulevard, ‘advised that - -
the “laundry has utlllzed only one Thermo Seal marking .

. machine., She further advised that’ Home Service Laundry
‘and Dry Cleaning has recently had some’ laundry work done”

.. for them at the Modernvay Laundry Compahy,’ Incorporated,

© 1119 -West 25th Street, ILos Angeles, which.also utilizes
Thermo Seal marking machines.. She, furnished samples.on
both- red and yellow Thermo Seal tape with the following
laundry mark: 20R-3. She. advised that Home Service
Laundry and Dry Cleaning records 1ndlcate that. laundry
ma¥k 20R-3 was never 1ssued -y T

1.5

L
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CHARLES KOSSHAN, Owner, Modernway Laundry Company,
Incorporated, 1119 West 25th Street, advised that his laundry
has four Thermo Seal marking machines. One of the machines has
been inoperative for over one year. He furnished the following

" serial numbers for the three operating machines:

Machine Number One’ Serial Number 31016
. : . Model H5J1 _
- Machine Number Two ~ Serial Number 31018
' : Model H5J1
Machine Number Tnree , Serial Number 31011
' Model H5JL

He advised that his laundry does not use a dash to
separate the characters in laundry marks. He furnished
samples of the laundry mark 20R 3 with the dash character
missing. He advised that his laundry uses both yellow and
gold Thermo Seal tape and the current lot number for these tapes
-is U43795B3. He checked his records and advised that
laundry mark 20R 3 on a yellow tape was issued sometime
during the week ending July 21, 1967. This mark was issued
- for ticket number 658, lot number 3. His records show ticket
nurber 658 had a customer name which appeared to be BRUN,

The charges were $1.37 which amount indicates the laundry
was probably shirts. He said this laundry was done for

Palos Verdes Cleaners, 27420 Hawthorne Boulevard, Palos
Verdes Estates, California. _ He said Modernway Laundry
Company has not used laundry mark 20R 3 with gold Thermo
Seal tape in over a year. ‘ .

1,
-
. »
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