
One particular dissemination, the contents of which 

. was. not revealed in the files, was apparently iru,.tiated 

and carr:ied out personally by the Director. On January 22, 

1965, the SAC in Atlanta advised Mr. Sullivan that.,. 

pursuant to their electronic surveillance, the ~~au 

learned that King had phoned Ralph Abernathy and c;CJ!llPlained 

tl1at Hoover had had a m:eting with a particular Atlanta 

official while in Washington attending the Inauguration. 

According to King, when this·official returned to 

Atlanta he contacted Dr. King senior and passed on a 

"good deal" of infortna.tion. According.to Sullivan's 

nem to Belm:.mt, Dr. King, Jr. was very upset. (HQ 100-

106670-768). The files did not reveal any fonna.l proposal 

for this briefing but Sec~on Chief Bm :u:ng;rrdi:ler lat;er speculated 

that the Atlanta official was Chief of Police Jenkins 

since the Director had met with him on January 18, 1965 

(HQ 100-106670-780). The files do not indicate whether 

the Director suggested that the infonna.tion be passed on 

to Dr. King's father. 
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j 

: ' :~ 
I 
! 

In connection with the post-assassinaticpn 
. . I 

efforts to declare a national holiday in namry of 
' '.· 

Dr. King the Senate Select Comnittee has outlined 
I 
I 

in its report the attempts by the Bureau to pr~vent 
I 

such a declaration by briefing various members/ of 
. • • I 

Congress on King's background (HQ 100-106670-3586). 
, I . . . i . 

We cp.scovered that the Bureau also sent a mm~graph 
. I . 

on King to the President and the Attorney General 
I 

in 1969 for this sam: purpose (HQ 100-106670-3559). 
. . I 

I 

The Bureau's efforts to discredit Dr. fin.g's 
I 

. rrovement also included attempts to damage thei 
I 

reputation of King's family and friends. The1 Bureau 
I 

looked very closely at Coretta King although~ 
' 

.I 
security investigation was never opened. Thi!s 

I 

included scrutinizing her travels in an atterw_t 
I 

to uncover possible facts embarrassing to he1. 
, I 

These attempts also included a plan, proposed 
I 

-135-

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



by Assis~t to the D~rector Deloach t911d approved 

by Hoov-er to leak infonMti'Ol'l to the press that Coretta 

King and Ralph Abernathy were deliberately plotting to 
' ' .J 

keep the assass:ination in the news by claiming a conspiracy 

existed ,in orda- to keep Iron.etacy contributions flowing 

for their benefit (HQ 44.:.38861-5654). 

Ralph Abernathy and Andrew Young also becarre Bureau 

targets. Shortly after the assass:ination the field was 

instructed to report any· information on possible "immral 

activities" of King's two associates (HQ 62-108052-Unrecorded 

serial, Atlanta to Director, .April 29, 1968) ~ Presumably 

there were CX)INI'ELPRO type purposes behind this request. 

'Ihe Atlanta Field Office in. attempting to derronstrate 

the initiative and imag:ination demanded by Headquarters 

proposed additional IIEBSures aga:inst Ralph Abernathy. The 

Bureau learned that after Dr. King' s death, Rev. Abernathy 

may have voiced sctre concern CNer ·possible assass:ination 

attenpts on his CM'I1 life. The Atlanta office proposed that 

the Bureau begin notifying Abernathy directly (instead of· 

only infonning the police) of all threats against him in 

order to confuse and worry him (HQ 62-108052-Unrecorded 

serial, Atlanta to Director, March 28, 1969). This activity 

was not apprCNed by Headquarters. 
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Bureau files indicate that the FBI may r$,ve also 
I 

attempted to help the executive branch in its e,fforts 
I 

to deal with Abernathy after King's death. In ;a merro 
I 

to Associate Director Tolson, Director Hoover ~elated 
·1 

a telephone conversation with former Vice Presfden:t 
I . I 

Agpew in which Mr-. Ag;:i.ew expressed concern ovef the 

"inflarrrratory" statements which Abernathy had made. 
. I 

The Vice President·was seeking information from Hoover 
. I 

which could be useful in destroying the credib~lity of 
I 

Rev. AbeI"98.thy. Hoover agreed to the request :(HQ 100-
1· . I 

106670-Unrecorded serial, Hoover to Tolson, May 18, 1970). 
I 
I 

We did not find what information, if any, was 1forwarded 

to the Vice President. 
I 
I 

Finally, we discovered that a series o~ illegal 
'I 

surreptitious entries was conducted by the FB+. Some 
I 

• I 

of these entries had as one purpose, am:mg otji.ers, the 
I 

obtaining of information about Dr. King. Thel FBI in 
I 

the review of its indices was unable to locat~ records 
I 

of any entries onto the premises of Dr. King br the .SCLC. 
! 
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· The agents began to retrieve information about 

Dr. King during these entries through the use of photo­

graphs. In one instance a supervisor in the appropriate 

field office requested authority to conduct an entry 

for the express purpose of obtaining information about 

Dr. King. The proposed entry was approved at Head­

quarters pursuant to a telephone call by an Inspector 

and was later conducted. 

On four subsequent occasions the Bureau again 

conducted entries and obtained information concerning 

King and the SCLC. en one such occasion a specimen of 

King's handwriting was obtained. The purpose of 

gathering this piece of intelligence was not revealed. 

Bureau policy at the tine of these entries 
•!) 

required-the approval of stich field requests by 

Director Hoover or Associate Director Tolson (Merro 

Director, FBI, ·to Attomey General, September 23, 1975). 

We assume that such approval was granted. Handwritten 
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notations on the field officemem:,s indicate that 

the Bureau was advised of the entries :in each case. 
I 

We also raise ·the issue of these illegal:entries 
I 

' 
because aside from.be:ing violative.of Fourth .Amendment 

I 
I 

rights the entries ran the risk of invading a Ptivileged 

relationship. \ 
I 

We note :in pass:ing that.the FBI continue~ to 
I 

errploy an informant in the SCLC·despite the fact that 

the informant conceded to agents that the inform:mt had - I 
embezzled sorre SCLC funds. The Bureau voiced strong 

I -

disapproval of these activities. Yet, no legal: or 

disciplinary action was ever taken with respect I to 

the informant (HQ 134-11126-56, 57). 

B. Critical Evaluation of the Security Investigation 

In the area of domestic~intelligence the_mandate 

of the FBI has been both broadly and vaguely defined. 
! 

It is stated in the Code of Federal Regulationsjas follows: 

I 
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(The FBI shall:) carry out the Presidential 
directive of Septerrber 6, 1939, as reaffirmed 
by Presidential directives of January 8, 1943, 
July 24, 1950 and Cecember 15, 1953, designating 
the Federal Bureau of Investig!tion to take 
charge of investigative work in.matters relating 
to espionage, sabotage, subversive activities, 

· and related matters (28 CFR 0. 85 (d)). 

Given this charter and the history of the sometirres 

overpowering influence of the views of the late Director 

J. Edgar He.over on his subordinates and on succesive 

Attorneys General, it was understandable that a security 

investigation should be initiated into the possible 

influence of the Camn.mist Party, U.S.A., on Dr. Martin 

Luther King, Jr. Two of King's close advisors, .at the 

outset of · the security matter, were reported to be 

Ca:mrunist Party members by sources relied upon by the 

Bureau . 

.. The security investigation continued for alm::>st 

.six years until Dr. King's death. It verified, in our 

view, that one alleged Camm.mist was a very influential 
'f• . 

advisor to Dr. King (and hence the Southern Christian 

Leadership Conference) on the strategy and tactics of 

King's .leadership of the black civil rights rrovement of 

the early and mid-sixties. Another had no such weight 

although he seerred to be of use to King. But this 

very lengthy investigative concentration on King and on 
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• 
· the prirtciJ\al advisor establis~d. · irt our opirtj'n, 

trat he did not "~ell" Dr._ ~ ~y. crn,;,se ~f ~t 

or of advocacy·wh.ich can be identified as conmuru.st or 

''Party l.:ine". King, himself never varied publ4ly or 

privately from his comnit:nmt to non-vi~lence ah.cl did 

not advocate the overthrow of the government of the 

United States by violence or subversion. To the contrary, 

he advocated an end to the discrimination an~ lsenfran­

chisernent of minority groups which the Constitu~ion and 

the courts denm.mced in tenns as strong as his· l• We 

concluded that Dr. King was no threat to domest,· c security. 

And the Bureau's continued intense surve~llance 

and investigation of the advis~r clearly develo~ed that 

he had disassociated himself from the Ccmnun.istParty 

in 1963 because he felt it failed adequately to, serve 

the civil rights m:>vernent. Thus the linch-pin of the 

security investigation of Dr. King had pulled Lelf 

out. 
', 

We think the security investigation which included 

both physical and technical surveillance, shoulr have been 

terminated on the basis of ·what was learned in 11.963. / J . 
That it was intensified and augmented by a COINil'ELPRO type 

carq:,aign against Dr. King was unwarranted; the F= 
type campaign, rroreover, was ultra vires and ve-,:y probably 

in violation of 18 U.S.C. 241 (and 242), i.e. fblonious. 
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The continu:L.,g sec..rrity investigation reflects also 

that the Attorney General and the Division charged with 

responsibility for internal security natters failed badly 

in what should have been firm supervision of the FBI' s 

internal security activities. 
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N. RECCM-1ENI)I\TIONS 

A. As To The :t-furder Investigation 

'Ihe task force does not fault the teclmical 

canpetence of the investigation conducted. into the 

death of Dr. King. We found no new evidence which 

. calls for action by State or Federal Authorities. 

Our concern has developed.over administrative 

concomitants of the crime detection tactics. 

1. 1he progress of such sensitive cases. 

as the King murder :investigation and the develoµnent 

~f legally sufficient evidence to susta:in prosecution 

are- properly the ultimate responsibility of the Division 

of the ~part:rnent hav:ing supervision of the kind of 

criminal prosecution involved. The Division head should 

delineate what progress reports he wishes. The Bureau 

should not be pennitted to manipulate its sul:mission of 

reports to serve its purposes, such as the protection 

of its public relation efforts, or the prevention of the 

responsible Division of the ~part:lnent. from causing the 

Bureau to pursue a line of inquiry which the Bureau does 

not approve. The Attorney General and his Assistants are 

the officers oost accountable to the electorate and they, 

not the police agency, Illl.lSt maintain effective supervision. 
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' 2 . As a corollary of our espousal of ttghter 
I 

I 

Department authority over the FBI, we recorrmend that the 
! 

Bureau's public relations activities and press telations 
i 

be controlled by the Attorney General's Office bf Public 

Infonna.tion. Clear directives to prevent the ~elopment 

of personality cults around particular Bureau Directors 

and officials should be drawn. Bureau press releases should 

be cleared through the Office of Public Infonnation. 
' 

3. The task force recorrrnends that in senbitive 

cases no criminal action be instituted by the Bt¢ea,_u without 
I 

the closest coordination and consultation with tge supervising 

Division of the Department. This supervision by the Depart-
, 

rrent should be as tight as the control and consultation the 

Bureau had with its Field Offices as exhibited in our review 

of the assassination investigation. 

4. It was observed that alm::,st no blacks were in 
I 

the FBI special agent's corps in the 196O's and none in 

the Bureau's hierarchy. 
I 

I 

This tm.doubtedly had the:effect 
I 

of limiting not only the outlook and tm.derstandin~ of the 

problems of race relations, but also must have hiridered the 
I 

ability of investigators to coom.micate fully witH blacks 
I 

during the m.n:'der investigation. By way of illustration 
I 

I 
had there been black agents in the Memohis Field Office 

~ I 

I 

participating fully in the investigation of Dr. Kii;ig's 

m.n:'der, it is tm.likely that the interviews with 
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• • i 
. I 

I 
I 

i 

at least three black mernbers·of the 'Men-phis Pollce and Fire 
I 

Department v;ould have been over looked. It is also very 
I 

_probable that black citizen "lead" input vnild kve been 

greater. 

B. As To The Security Investigation 
I 

I . 
'Ihe task force -was charged to address itJelf 

i 
• I 

particularly to the ques~_ion• of whether the natqre of the 
i 

relationship between the Bureau and Dr. King cal~ed for 
. . ' 

criminal prosecution, disciplinary proceedings, brother 
I 
I 
' appropriate action. 
i 

o.n:- responses follow. . 

1. 
I 

Because the five year statute of limitations 
• I 

I • 

has loIJg since nm we cannot recoomend crmdnal prosecution . . 
of any Bureau personnel, past or present, responsible for 

. I 

I 

the possible cr:inrinal harrassment of Dr. King. (18 U.S.C. 
I 

3282) . No evidence of a continuing conspiracy vrc{s found. 
. . I 

2. The responsibility for initiating and 
1

prolonging 
I 

' 

the security investigation rested on the decease~ Director 
I 

I 

of the Bureau and his :irimediate lieutenants, some~ of whom 
' 

are also dec~sed and the remainder of whan are r~tired. 
. i 

They are beyond the reach of disciplinary action.\ The few 
. I 

Bureau personnel who had anything to do with the -~g security 
I 

investigation and who are-still in active service; did not 
. I 

make ccmnand decisions and merely followed orders\ We do not 
I 

I 
\ 
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• • 
th.ink they are tJ1e proper subjects pf aµy disciplinary 

action. Some of the activities conducted, such as the 

technical electronic surveillance, had the_approval of 

the then Attorney General. The CDurts had not adequately 

dealt with what authority res~ed in the executive branch 

to initiate such surveillance in the interest of ''national 

security'' . We do not t:h:ink the ''leg men''· in the Bureau 

should be held to an undefined · standard of behavior, m.ich 

_less a standard not observed by thehighest.legai officer 

of the government. 

The Bureau's mINTEI.PRD type activities, the illicit 

dissanination of raw investigative data to discredit 

Dr. King, the efforts to intimidate him, to break up his 

marriage, and the explicit and implicit efforts to black­

IIEil him, were not fully known to the I:x:part:rrent, but were 

none-the-less ordered and directed by Director Hoover, 

Assistant to the Director I:x:I.oach~ Assistant Director 

Sullivan and the Section Chief under him. 

In our view their subordinates were far rem::,ved 

from decision responsibility. fureover ,- we think the 

subordinates clearly felt that, by reason of Director 

Hoover's overpowering and intimidating d.orniruition of the 

Bureau, they had no choice but to implement ·the Bureau's 

directions. Punitive action against the very few 
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• 
remaining subordinate agents "t-."OUld sean to thej task force 

to be inappropriate in these circunstances andiat this 

very late date. 

3. The Bureau's illicit surveillance prp~ced 
I 

tapes and transcripts concerning King and man~ others . 

These may be sought by King's heirs and repres
1
et').tatives. 

Ttbrse still, they may be sought by members of 1the public 

at· large under the Freedan of Infonnation Act·[ · We 

recarrnend that these tapes and transcripts be : sealed and 
I 

sent to the National· Archives and that the Co~ess be -

asked to pass legislation denying any access to than 
~ ! 

whatever and authorizing and.directing their total 
I 

destruction along with the destruction of mat~rial in 

reports and manoranda derived fran than. 
I 

4. The potential for abuse by the indiyidual 

occupying the office of Director of the FBI ~s been 

amply- dem::mstrated by our investigation. We ;think it is 

a responsibility of the repartment in t..11.e firjst instance 

and, secondarily, of the Congress to oversee !the conduct 
I 

of the FBI (and the other police agencies of /the govem-
i ' 

ment) . We endorse the establishnent by the Attorney 
I 

General of the Office of Professional Respon~ibility on 
I 

recanber 9, 1975, as an ef_fective means for µitra-departmental 
. 1 

policing of the Bureau. We also think _the p~ent 
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• 
Senate Select Camrl.ttee on Intelligence is an appro­

priate agency of the legislat~ve arm to oversee the 

per:f:ormaJZlce of the Bureau. Both the Office of Pro­

fessional Responsibility ar1d the Senate Select Ccmnittee 

should be,expressly designated in their respective 

. enabling regulations an~ resolutions to be a place to 

which Bureau subordinates may complain, confidentially 

and with :implmi.ty, of orders which they believe to 

threaten a violation of the civil rights and liberties 

of citizens and inhabitants of the United States. 

5. It seens to us. that the unauthorized malicious 

dissanination of investigative data £ran FBI files should 

be more than the presentiy prescribed misdemeanor (5 USC 

552a(i)(l)). A felony penalty should be added. 

Parenthetically, it should b~ noted here that it 

should be ma.de clear that it is improper (but not criminal) 
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• • I 
for the Bureau to by-pass the' Attorney C-eneral and deal 

. I 

directly with the White House. 

6. The task force reccmnends that the FBI lhave no 

authority to engage in COINTELPro type activities ~hich 
, I 

I 

involve affinnati ve punitive action follcwing s~
1 

I 
I 

Chamber decisions with respect to citizens or inhapitants 
! 

(See 18 U.S.C. 241 and 242). We believe that the guide-
I 

lines which the present Attorney General has established 

to govem the FBI's domestic security investigatiohs 
I 

effectively preclude these activities. Those guidelines 
I 

rroreover, appear to us to pennit only strictly legal 
I 
I 

investigative techniques to be employed in full scale 

danestic security investigations. ·This too we enac1rse. 

The foregoing comprises our report and re~da-
1 

tions. It is respectfully sul:rnitted. 

' The · Luther King, Jr. 
.... QW,,~iz ~orce 

-
I 

I 

~frtJ~ -~WALKER 
I . 

I 

~ 
I 

I 
I January 11, 1977 

. I 
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Fo,r:-r. )88 
I 

...... , .... 
i r.;::. 

• Autoosy No. 

{. ,..,..~✓ ..... ,... 
...,11, Vf" 

AtJTOPSY PROTOCOL 

Service ~,'c.J • rx • Hospital No • 

Jr. e 3~ ce ~•e!'rn~ z.._!f<Jl-? 
. , . n.~no\if!-Ar~1rcx1. ,a tclr 

Date of Admission DOA Date and Hour of Death-·· 4 .4-~c, P,\', 

Date and Hour of Autoosy 

pathologist Assistant 
. ! 
Checked by Date Completed 

ie Distant gun5hot Yound to b~tly nnd face 
A. Fracture of right ):rnndibl€i _ 
B. Laceration of vertebral art~ry, jugular vein and subclavia~ 

. artcrr, rir:ht . 
c. Frncturc of spine (T•l, C-7) 
D. Laceration of spinnl.cor<l (loKer ccrvicnl, upper thoracic) 
E. su:mucosal hemorrhaJ:e, larynx ·· 
F. Intrapulmonary h0Datont2, apex ri~ht upper lobe 

SECONDA~Y SE~IES: ( .. 
1. Remote scars as described 
2. Pleural ·adhe~ions 
~~ Fatty chan~e liver, noderate 
4. Arteriosclerosis, moderate 
s. Venous cut-downs 
:u. Trache?sto1:1y 

LABORATORY FIHDI°~JGS: 

:lHoocl Alcohol 
i 

. . . 

- .O.Ql%. 
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.. 

. Section 

71 

74 

74 

74 

19 

60 

19 

17 

74 

19 

· 74 

21 

6 

21 

21 

21 

' -

Sane Kntwn Expenclitur85: - April 23,· __ 1967 - Ju.1e 8, _ 1968 

- 1_ 

Serial . 

5246 

5448 

5413 

5437X 

2192 

4692 

2192 

2068 

5402-

2192 

5400 

2324 

62,8 

2324 

2324 

2324 

Itan 

Rent for one week at 2731 
N. Sheffield; Oricago 

1959 Olrysler; Chicago 

1962 Plyrrouth; East St._ 
Louis 

Bourgarde Motel; Dorion, 
Canada 

.Arr01.m:t 
I 

$13. 61 . 

$200.~0 

$209.50 
i 
I 

i 
$17.28 

i 
Rent for Apt. at Harkey, $150. 00 
Apts., 2585 Notre _Dame Street, l 
?-bntreal at $75/rro; !-~ntreal : 

Suit at English Scotch $75. 1 6 
Wooleh_ Corrpany; M:mtreal J 

Book ordered f:t:an Futura $9. 10 
Books in IngleMXXl, calif.; 
lvbritreal - · 

Correspondence course at 
I.Dcksmithing Institute in 
Ns-1 Jersey; Montreal 

Grey Rocks Inn fran 7/30 
to 8/5; canaa.a 
For:mula for making glass 
purchase by m::mey order to 
E.Z. -Fonnµla; M:mtreal 

Granada Hotel; Binn:i.nghcrn 

P.oan and b:>ard for one week 

1966 White Ford !-!ust.:lng: 
Binningham - . 

PJ:x:!n and b::>artl; Birrr..ingr.a=n 

PDan and board; Bimng."1.a:n 

Dance lessons ; Bi rr..ir',s~s:n 

-156-

$17.50 

$195.15 

$1.00 

$4150 

$22450 

$1,995 Q() 

$22 50 

$221. 50 -

$10.W 

Date 

4/30/67 

6/ 5/67 

7/14/67 

7/17/67 

7/19/67 

7/21/67 

7;'24;'67 

7/28/67 

8/5/67 

8/9/67 

8/26/67 

8/26/67 

8/30/67 

9/2/67 

9/9/67 

9/12/67 
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I 

Section Serial Item P.mount Da~e -
21 2324 .• !corn and ocaro ;~ Birmingham $22.50 9/16/67 

21 2324 Poem and board; Birmingham $22.50 9/23/67 

9 1135 Carrera equipr.ent, Superior $337 .24 9/28/67 
Bulk Film Co.;. Birmingham ~-

18 2118 Roan only; Binningharn $17.50 9/20/67 

55 1422 .38 caliber, Liberty 
Chief Revolver $65.00 10/1/67 

75 5496 Hotel San Francisco·-
10/10; Acapulco . . $6.00 10/11/67 

7~ 5496 Pancho Villa - 10/15; $3.20 10/16/67 
Guadalajara 

, 

75 5496 Pancho Villa - 10/18; $3.20 10/19/67 
I Guadalajara 

6~ 5150 Hotel Rio at $4. 80/oay- $9L20 · ll/6/67 
10/19-11/6; Puerto 
Vallarta 

I 

6,9 5150 Elisa Arell~ to rent $48.00 11/ /67 
apt. ; Puerto Vallarta 

I 

6'9 5150 Hotel Tropicana at $7.20 $43.20 lJ/13/67 
day - 11/7-11/13; Puerto 
Vallarta 

.-A---:-,. 

,6 668 Rent at 1535 N. Serrano; $127 • .SO 11/19/67 

' 
'· Utilities at 1535 N. 6 668 

Serra."10; Los Angeles $10.00 11/20/67 

~2 4143 App::>intment with Dr. Mark $25.00 11/27/67 

I . . Freenfu,; Beverly Hills 

52 4143 Appointment with Dr. ?lark $25.00 11/30/67 
' ·Freerran 

52 4143 App:>intment with Dr. Mark $25.00 12/4/67 
Freeman 

52. 4143 Dance lessens at National $29.00 12/5/67 

! Dunce S.tudio; Los Angeles 

52 4143 App:>inbnent with Freeman $25.00 12/6/67 

' 

$2 4143 Dance lessons 
-157-

$29.00 12/7/67 
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Sect.i,on 

52 

s:r 

6 
22 

52 

74 

6 
22 

22 

22 

22 

, 22 

12 

22 

12 

6 

12 

12 

22 

22 

12 

8 

S~ial 

4143 

4143 

745 
2325 

4143 

5399 

7.45 
2325 

2325 

2325 

2325 

2325 

1500 

2325 

1500 

668 

1500 

1500 

2325 

2325 

1428 

1033 

I':.e:n 

ApfQint:rrent with f're5'(lan 

Dance lessons 

Dance lessons 

Apf::ointment with Freeman 

Provincial ?-btel - 12/17-
12/19; NcW Orleans 

Dance lessons 

I..ocksnithin:r Institute; 
Los Angeles 

Intel.national Sc.'1-)col of 
Bart.ending; Los A.'1geles 

International'School of 
Bart.ending; Los Angeles 

Rent at St. Francis Hotel; 
Los Angeles 

Free Press of Los Angeles 

Locksmithing Institute 

.. 

c.M. H~th, mail forward­
ing service 

Rent at St. Francis Hotel 

Futura Becks 

Tiffany Enterprises 

Locksmi t.11ing Institute 

Locksmith Ledger 

Locksmithing Institute 

F.cx:m/Wee."< at 113 14th St.; 
Atlanta 

· -153-

. I 

$25.00 
• I 

I 
$29.0q 

I 
I 

$100.oq 
I 

$25. 001 
i 

$24. 001 

! 
! 

I 
' 

$364. oo\ 
. I 

$15.ooi 
I 
I 

I 
$20.001 

I 
I. 

$105.ool 
. I 

I 

I 
$85. 00\ 

$4.25 

$7.501 
I 

$3.00 

$85.00\ 

$6.44
1 

$9.98 
l 

$7.501 
I 

• I 
$5.25 l 

$15.00 I 
I 

$10.00 

12/11/67 

12/12/67 

12/14/67 , 

12/14/67 

12/19/67 

12/21/67 

1/8/68 

1/19/68 

1/20/68 

1/21/68 

1/29/6S 

1/31/68 

2/1/68 

2/21/68 

2/26/68 

2/26/68 

2/26/68 

2/26/68 

3/8/68 

3/24/68 
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Serial :i:ten ... ;.rcc~:-t -;)ace 

5502 Flamingo M::iteJ. 3/22; $8.00 3/23/68 
Selma 

1428 locksmithing Institute; $7.50 3/28/68 
Atlanta ... 

' 5725 Travelodge Motel; $8·. 48 3/29/68 .,-
Binning ham 

432 Purchase of rifle $248.59 3/29/68 
Binningham 

1033 lb:m in Atlanta $10.00 3/21/68 

630 Rexall Drugstore; Whitehaven, $1.83 4/3/68 
·Tenn. 

327 Roe.ming house on Main St.; $8.50 4/4/68 
M3nphis 

46 Binoa.1la..--s; Msnphis $41.55 4/4/68 

4454 Rent/week at 962 Dundas St.; $9.00 4/16/68 
To:ront.o 

. 4454 Round trip airplane ticket; $345.00 5/2/68 
Toronto 

-159-
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Section 

68 

Kr.ewn In='2: ADril 23, 1967 - Ju.,e 2, 1968 ______ __..___---''--------'----I 

Serial 

5100 

I • 

I 
I 

I 
> I 

Payroll checr-..s fran Indian Trail Restaurant 
Winnetka, Illinois ! ·' 

May 7 
May 14 
May 21 
May 28 
June 4 
June 11 
June 18 
.June 25 
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$ 57. 69 
84.89 
84.89 
84.89 
89.63 
89.63 
95.19 
77.53 

$664.34 
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READING BIBLIOGRAPHY · 

I 

Bishop, Jim. The Days of Martin Luther King, Jr. I G.P1. Putnam's 
Sons, New York, 1971. 

Frank, Gerold. 
1972. 

An American Death. 

I 
' 

I Doubleday & Company, New York, 

Hoch, Paul, and Scott, Peter, and Stetter, Russell. The Assassinations, 
Dallas and Beyond._ Random House, 1976. 

Huie, William Bradford. He Slew the Dreamer. 
New York, 1968. 

McMillan, George •. The Ma.king of an Assassin. 
1976. 

Press, 

I 

Little Brown & Co., 
I 
\ 

i 
Seigenthaler, John. A Search for Justice. Aurora Publ. , 

Nashville, 1971. 

-161-

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



EXHIBIT 7 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



p·· ..... ii . ~ " . 
J •' • I I ~ . . . . .. . .. 

• UN!TE£l STATES cov . . .• rn:--rr 
I . . ff emo~andu:_- · · - . 

TO : MR. A. ROS..:..v::i '. I tj:PM . DATE: 

MR. 

I -----, 
: SfDJECT: 

MARTIN LUTGE..1 

-- , 

-162-
• • 
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• I , 

• • Mcr:1or~ndu~ to Mr. Rosen_ I 
I • 

. , 
L -- . 

, art in Luther l~in~, Jr. . . 

.,__,. -

\\

. Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr., pror.iincnt integrationist 
who led bus boycott in Montgor.1ery, Alabama 1 and '1sit-in demonstra­
tions," has been associated with National Association for the 
Aclvancemcnt of Colored•People and Congress of Racial Equality. King_ 
~-~.?.!~n inve~ .. i¥~t-~~L.hY.Jh~~}~H;..:.. L/ · . - · 

. -....; __.\ • if_.:. ,.,.-vj ✓J"'"\-.-r:"\'\ ?.. ~..?\ . 

\ 

1mrcau ~ilcs v-evcn'1: King thanked Socialist Workers Party 
(cited by Attorney Genci·alT 'for support of bu$ boycott; attcmit:d 
meetings o_f Progressive Party (cited by Subcoramittec of Senate 
Judiciary Cor:unittcc); and was honorary chninaan ~f Young Socialist 
League ~mnpa_ign on behalf of victims of rac;.ist terror. 

. . . . . .. 
· King·tn 1950 1s ~cntioncd ns·potcntial victim of assassin-

l\\
·ation plot and· in.J257 nttc11cl.cd_Co1.u1iUI1ist Purtv training _ _sc]looJ_ 
~~~2nd rcportcc.lfygav-c closing sp°cc·c;Ji.-I(fng i'rcsi<lcnt ·o·f 

··u~L ~.~ , · · 
. ~ 2 -

. -163-. . 
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i 

' , . . . . . 
. • I 

Mcmor,indum to. ~lr. Rose.:1· 

• b . , ... I .. · 
I . 

i. 
I _. 
I 
I 

I 

, . 
I'• 

Southern Christ inn Leadership Conferenc c (to furtltcr Negro vote 
registration) and advised "The Civil Rights law •• ~is meaningless 
un1css we.go out and raakc use of it.n King thankcld Benjamin· · 

Ill Davis, Jr., Co::1.-:1Unis t Party of fie ial; for giving qlood when he 
~was in tt hospi~al following assault. King in 1960 indicatctl his 
support for Co::a..:ii ttcc to Secure Justice for .Mortort So bell (c i tcd 

1l

by House Coi:i.i.li ttee on Un-A::1erican ·Activi tics (HCUA) as coi'Xaunist 
front) and in 1961 wrote article in "The Nationn ,vhich called 
.for integration of FllI to help speed integration. I King attended 

· · meetings with integration leaders in ilontgomery, Alabama, 5-21-61 • 
.!.__ .. - . I. 

• • • I • • 

.· 

-· - , 
, 

- 3 -
·-164-
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EXHIBIT 9 
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l.!'NITFD STATES GCVERN~fr ' • 

J~1 t·inor arzdurn. 
TO 

FROM 

SUBJECT: 

,/J 
t:.~· H. Belmont 

• 
1 

' • . -· -/ /f ~ I • ,' • • t ,., ... 
. J/ 'l 7,,1:.on __ . w✓-~=T.~:~_-_·.:__-_~~ · 

? . ..:., .. : ... -r. - --­..:r ~t-L:lc.:•:~,----
c.v=~s ---~ 

DATE: August 30, 1963 Gol•---~ 
Roser. ~ _· _ 

SulHvon~ 
Tove! _. ~----
Trotter __ _ 
Tele. Room __ 
Holmes __ _ 
Gandy __ _ 

. , 

Reference is made to.the enclosed material· on which tl1e 
. Director hns written: "This memo reminds me vividly· of those I 

~oceived when Castro took over Cuba: ·Yoµ contended then that Castro and 
his cohor.ts were not Communi$ts and not influenced by· Communists. 'rime 

·_alone proved you· wrong. I for one can't. ignor·e the memos re King, 
et al as. having only an infinitesimal 

on the efforts to exploit the American Negro by the Com..Tt1unists:" .. :effect 
!r 
l The Director is correct. We were completely wro~g about 
.believing the evid'ence was not sufficient to determine some years ago 
,that Fidel Cri.stro was not a conununist or under communist influence. On 
~nvestigating ·and writing about communism and the American Negro, we 
~ad better remember this ~nd profit by the lesion it should teach us. 

i 
i I do th±nk that much of the difficulty ; rel a ting to the memoro.n~ 
durn rightly quest~onod by the Director is to be found centered in the 
·word "infll!ence._:,• We do not have, and no Government agency or private 
;01·ga.1TI.zation hns, any yardstick which c~n accurately men.su1·e "influence'' 
!;,n .:th.is pn.rticular c·ontext, even w.hen we know it docs exist such as in 
·~he cnse of the obvious influence of 
. over Martin Luther King and King I s-':Cn:fluenc·e-ovei···other~e'"l;T·'c:i 
~~ei?s·. · ·Personally, I believe in the light of King's powerful 
::demagogic speech yesterday he stands head and shoulders over all other 
'Negro leaders put· together when it comes to ·influencing great masses of 
:Negroes. We must :mark him now, if we hn.ve not done so before, as the -"I 
;~§:L.Q!rng~;r_Qlle..J:.Le_g_;:s, __ 9_f_.!~e f\3!¥-£.e in _ _ig_is. Na tj.Q.!LJrQiv-. Jh.e_.standpoin:/ J 
8i, ... c.ommun1.sm 1 __ j:;h~· _l'i.9g1:q__an0}1!}1*P.n~.~-~.~P.~ur1. tv. · . · ' 
i 1 

:,I On determinin~ lJlembership _ of Negro~s in the Commufils'l: Pn!·ty, 
we are, not confronted with the same problem. We do have here· a·ccurn te 
/yardsticks for establishing membe1·ship. Of cou1·se, our standards are 
~ery eiacting. This means there are many Negroes who are fellow-

. :trav:ellers, sympithizers or who aid the Party, knowingly or unknowingly, 
but do not qualify as members. These we must not ignore. The olcl 

, .communist prin~-ple still holds: ''Communism must .. ·be, btJil t with non- .· 
' 

1communist h~J>:1s '' 'L'herefore, it mny be unrealistic ·to limit ours,• i v~s as 
lwo have been ~io I~JL_to legali_§_~i.c .... proof or defii1i tely conclus~~C ... _-__ 1.~~-n_ce 
I - ,-.r--• "' .. / 
i "' .. -- • r , · · ~ l _Enclosure.. ' --··· · ---· ·· · · · · .... ··-·· --- _____ _. . 
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Mcmor~ndum for Mr. Belmont 
RS: co~~t'[j~;I S:' PARTY, 

NEGRO QUESTION 
100-3-75 

.. 

l that would stand up i.!!_~~_sj:_i_mc;my _in_ £Ou:,;:t or before ~,9_!!gres!,io_r;al 
commi ~-1:~-~-s that the Communist Party, USA, does· wield substantial · 
1nrri'i"ence over Negroes which_ one day could become· decisive. 

The memorandum which the Director penetratively questioned, 
while showing in the details the communist impact on Negroes, djd -f suffcr from such limitations •. These li~itations w~ ~111 make every 
effort to lift in the .future. The great amount .6f attention this 

•Division is giving to communist activi"ties directed toward the Negro 
should en.able us to do this. . · · 

. For exampie·, here at the Seat of. Governm:ent, the Negro -
communist question takes rip as a whole the time of one supervisor ar..d 

·during the past few wereks four me"'n have been so occupied. Additionally, 
(1) specialized instructions are regularly given the field on communist 
infiltration of the Negro; (2) monograph~ have been written on the 
subj'ect and widely disseminated; (3) regularly diss~mina ted 2.re m81:1or~nda 
and reports; (4) .i\ugust. 21, 1963, we devoted tl:}.e entire Current. Intel J.i­
gence Analysis to the communist plans for the Negro March o.f August 28 1 

1963, (149 copies of this-Analysis Were dissemi~ated to 44 agencie~ of· 
the _Government); (5) much material on the issue is given to Agents r.t 
In-Service; and (6) nn SAC Letter is under preparation·in this Division 
now giving the field the benefit of what we learned from the Negro !,fa·::ch 
on Washington and issuing instructions for inc~eased coverage of · 
commupist influence on the Negro •.. . 

· ·. As the memor·a.ndurn. pointed out, "this Nation is involved in a. 

'

form of racial revolution and the·time has never been so right for 
~?{...Ql9_;i_t_a_i::[9j~~Qf -~i-ie-·N·eg"r<?.~~- .bY. ... comm"uni~(~P}-~P_!L.gE~~J.:~t.s ~ ·u•·-··Ninete'en mi llio:­
Negroes constitute th-e greatest single racial ·target qf the Cor11.~unist 
Party, USA. This is a sombre reality we must never lose sir;ht of. \'le 

,will do eyerything possible in the troubled 'future to aevelop for tlie 
~Director all available facts relating to. Negro membership. iri the Com .. -nunis~ 
_;Party, plus the more complex and difficult· to ascertain· inf ltience 
jOf communist organizations and o~ficials ove~ the leaders and masses of 
, Negroes. · ; ... 

We regret greatly that ttie memorandum did not measure up to 
what the Director has a: right to expect from our a,nalysis. 

RECO?iiMENDATI ON: 

For the information of the Director • 

- 2 -
. -166-
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' 

l'R0:'-1, ; l1r. F. J. Baumgardner,, 
. -;J{}/'(Y Can,ly __ _ 

sur.J r:c·10 co::.il•rmn 3T P.l\ RTY, l/S,A. 
'. 

NEGRQ_QUESTIO!{ 
C0!:1!.iUNIST. Ilil•'LUZXCE nl r.ACIAL MATTERS 
ll{TZR1.'iAL SECUI!ITY co:.~.!U1H ST 

' l • This memorandum recom.":1ends incrcn~ecl_c.Q·i,,era_g_e of conmunist 
' i~1~~).l_~J~<;_-.9..~-~!1e_j-ic:d2:~ '!'he l11sto!·~· of the -C-om~unlst 1:iar-F~-;-;-1..r~~:1-·-­
' t~'lYLJSA), is .l"';D t!'.!.J:.£_:'•'.~. ~ t_~ ~.~-~~!.~t_s __ "l;_o 0:-:n ~ oJ_t:_,._!,!?fl..!!..~!l£~-~=-~ 
i recrt:i t .tho Ee~ro. ''ihe 1,rarc5 on Washinr;ton, 8--28-63, was a strik,ing 

/' 

~p!u-cz-s:r~!ftfo:!munist activity as Pa1·ty le~ders early put into 

\ 

motion e:Zforts to .:..ccruc gains for the CPUSA from the 11n.rch. Tiell- \, 
documented inform~tion concerning the Party's influence on a principal 

l 
u~rc1I lead8r, r.t::veren.:i Martin Luther lUn~, Jr., is but an ex~.mple. \ 
The preoe~cs at thci M~rch of nround 200 P~rty ~smbers, ranging fro~ ! 
several nation~l functionari~s headed bylCPUSA General Secretary Gus ~ 
Iia117: to oa.ny rank-and-f ilc r.icr:1bcrs, is clear indication of tb,e Party's 
..,,,.\ ____ .... _ --1·r.-t t·•'·c ... ,....,.ro) .. ,...•-y 
...... · v~ J. ,.,,;; I,•'- i:;t.:: \~a" .1\Lb 1,VU,L • ,.· •. 

All indications arc that the March was not the· "end· of the. 

I line" and that the Party v:111 s tcp up its ef f orts-rc5' exp bit racial · 
u.nrcst and in every possible ,-.-ay clai::i cr·cctit for itself relating to 
any "gains" achieved by the ?;cr;ro. A clear-cut indication of the 
Party's clcsiGns is :::-cvc::i.lcd in its plans to hold o. highly secretive \ 

\ 

leadership meeting :in i;ovcf.tbcr, 1963, wh.ich will deal prir[l.nrily _,yi t11 \ 
the l{eiro situation. This nccting is to be preceded by a--~u:s Ha-1/J.7 · l 

· ,ibn.rnstor::iinr;" trip throur;h kc·y n,rcan of the country to fJeet PaiJ:y- · j 
pcpple and t,hus bct,tcr prepare hit:ise:lf for tho Novembef :,m~etirig..:; 

/' , .. ~- ' 

l 
. The entire !icld is bcin~ nlcrtcd to this situ:n.tio1f':in a 

proposed SAC Let tcr (at t:1.chcti). Tho f iE:ld ls being i~t-i·ucted to 
intensify our cover:i.f:e: of co:::::un is t in r lucncci on the· Ne:.iiro _try· giving 
fullest consitlcrn t ion to the u•:c of all possible invest:l.ga,f{ve . 
techniques. In nddition, th 1~ field i_!i :bqln.:;-:.;told to intensify its 
cover:1::c of t !lo!iL' cc,r...::!uU i!H ! ro:: t!l tl11~ou~h wh i.ch the Party chn.nncJ.s· 
its influence J.nd to lr.':.c·r~~1!y lt!i 1::vc•~;ti::;::i.tions of· the many Party 
members :i.nd d:.i;K:-; who l·r.;:=";:c· 1:: ::c: 1\• 1 t \cs on l:>0half of the Party 
in the 1;c:;1·0 iio.:h!. r:.:-t~:e:-, •.-.,_. ::,,r,.• i,:.1·(.•!::~in~··thc·urgcnt neod for 
iran~inativc: :i.r.J ::::,::·,·•.•;~•:i• t.:,:t :"·~: tn "•' uti.U.zed through our Counter­
intcllihcr~cc~ ,·z·, .:.·:~~:--t::·.·:,,.· l'.•·:.ii:::(•;,t t.~, attcn:r,t to neutralize or 
~isrupt the P:i.z·ty•~ :1<:tl'.' 1 n1.•:; ~11 t!!c : ...... ~.~t·o field. Necessity for . 
prompt h:rnc.Jlin;; o! 1~11 !:icot~; 0 ' thi~; t::lltcr to insure timely disscmi­
nn. t ion to t!1c l),:.•p.:i.r_t:::1.."n t. :t.rat· 0 r...~~•,u-!'~ n l ,:ye~ LNl· ·n~enc-i.os., i~so be in?.: 

I • ~ i ... } . . J ' . ..u ..... ..- /·· , - ., - .·, .. - . -omp1,\::. ZCl ~, .... ., . ,, ,;., ) ,~ / ~· ~ ' 

100-3-ll G . ( . . . '.11 OCT 1 (i 19~1 ' 
1 U...t'\ ., .. ~ (Cl' 't:''. 'u•••ro ,.. ..... .,~ \t>n) '). ' - . 

- J;"'f'""-.,,._.,.'1". w"' • ,. ·.·· .. . : • '• 
· , I, • I• , ) 
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. 
'' I 

' ... 
,. . 

Memorandum to Mr. Sulliva~ 
RE: co:.n.~UNIS1' P."..RTY, USA 

NEGRO QUZSTIOH 
r:; '. cow.rrnusT INFLUENCE IN RACIAL MA'l'Trms 
\)-00-3-ll~j . · • 

• 

I 
The proposed SAC Letter requires key security offices 

t6 submit to the ~1renu, within 30 days, an analysis of their 
· cux-,·rmt coverage o:e communist activities in the Negro field plus 
. details of thei~ plans for intensification. Also, those lG 

. offices participating in the Counterintell"igence Progro.ro.. on a 
regular basis arc being required to include in their next monthly 
letters due. 10--15-63 their plans to neutra.lize or disrupt Party 
activities i11 tl1e ?lGgl'O · :field . . 

! 

RECO~.r..~mmATION: 

If approved, attached SAC Letter go forward apprising 
the field as above and urging full implementation so tha.t the 
desired results may be achieved. Also at"tached for approval are 

_1~ecess~ry Manual changes.· ·----~ .. 
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9/18/G3 
- . >bJr,,,-s ----'--
•. C-~r,c:!y __ _ 

- . 
}..fEMORANDUM FOR THE D!HECTOR 

While the atJ.ached memorandum 
bears Uie initials of l'.Ir. Bauti1;·;arcber,· 
it was prepared from a rough-draft furnished 
to him by l\1r. Sulliva:1. ' 

~ 
· It should be understocd that 

Sullivan, Baumgardner, Sizoa a!1d Delnwi.t 
read the memorandu11, and agre0d with il 
prior to its submission. · ;,.- .; _ :,· . l/ i' __ ,--, 5_ 3 "\.LJ// 

I 

I . 
I 

.. 
I 

. 
I 

. ' 

I 

L •. -·-· .... 

-- or.r" - t'., . ...:: . .,. -<. 
l\[..V w .--~ ..... ~.__ 

Enclosure ;,,...,--.. 
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t --:)t_ ,~<lt~: ~t~<:-= 
r :; . ·" • . ,._., "Y • I ., : · . c_. '. . --

~:."" ··: ~- f .! ~;~: ~~~'.:'i~ ... -.'.·_ ~ 
• 

,.._ ... 

To: Mr. A. H. Bc:lmont ~ 

From~ Ur. W. C. -Sul_!~!v✓ 
Date: 

'- ··,.:; ·,.d' 1 '1 ;, ! r. r, · ,. . ,. 
Septembel· 25, 196') =•t:-. r-:·.-,:::.- ··-l\. H::: \t~l-.f~ · 

-U . ,-~Y 
Re: CO?·tl:lUlH ST PA!RTY, U,SA 

NEGl.10 QUESTION 
co:.1::m!r ST Il~I'LU::t:cr:: IN R.AC:AL UATTEP..S .• ' 

-..IN'l'E.Li~M.., SECUiU TY - C 

Predtc::i. t~.on.: 

Mi:-•. -'.i'::'.."·:.I --· 
?-,lr. ':':P'!.~:- ----

v 
~

rlc. n(l•J:~1.--
. 1iss H,,l;;:~~ ~-

Ii~ G~;~I.!:,· •... ~ 

--····--·-... 

. Rei-erence is made to the enclosed memorandum dated 9/16/63 
~nd ~o the attached·prop6s~d SAC Letter. 

. . On returning from a few days leave I have been advised of 
the Directer' s contin-:.1.:::d dissn.tis::"n.ction v,•i th the mannG1· in ;-;hicl.:. 

\ 

we prepared a Brief on the above-captioned matter and subsequent. 
memoranda on.the Bame subject matter. This situation is very 
disturbing to those of us in the Domestic Intelligence Division 
responsible for this area of work, _and we certainly want to de · 
everything possible to correct our shortcomings. · We absolutely will 

,!not be stubborn about admitting any mistakes we have made or ba 
I stiff-necked and unbending concerning our analysis of this m~tter. 
The Director indicated he would not approve our last SAC Letter 
until there was a clarification and a meeting of minds relative to 
the q_uestio:n of· the extent of communist influence cv·er Negro.:::s ari.d 

I 
their leaders. In_ this memorandum I will seriously and sincerely . 
try to clarLfy a1most regretable situation. It is prepared not on 

· official office memorandum but ra the-r on plain bond believing th3. t· 
this discussion need not be mad_e· a matter of official record .. 

,,,. .. 

Common Agreement: 

-~. : 
First, I am sure we all are in agreement.on the following 

l'I 

which was in both the cover memorandum and the detailed brief 
a'tta-~hed: (1) for the past 44 years the Cor.ununist Party, USA, has I spent enormous sums of money and ceaseless effoi·ts to influence 

· Negroes and to make communists out of them; (2) the 19 million 
Negroes in the couritry today constitute the greatest single racial 

l
_~arget of the Con1muni~t Party, USA; (3) Negro leader Martin Luther 

:' King, ____ does have as an cxtromAlv important 
·: advisor : (4) we 

are right now in this nation engaged in a form. of social ·-revolution 
and the tirae bas never been so right for exploitation of the 
Negl·oes by communist propagandi::;i.s; and (5) . . : the Communist Party 

:·.-could in the future 1nake prodigious stridci:(and ~reat successes wi. th 
the American Negro to tho serious detriment 6f our national s~curity. 
In nddi tion to t,hc above, the wa terial furnished cor.tained many pn,:;es 
of specific exampl.es of corn.mi.mist. ·policies. ~~·clrffi1:r-e.n<l-~etivi tics 

.... , . •~t,\,;u.1.'l. 
_Enclosures, ~p ?- Yt -~ ;"i. · · . 
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•-
~emorandum fc~ ~r. Bel~ont 
RE: COMunJNI ST ::.'ARTY I USA 

NEGRO QUESTIO}! 
CO:J.h!UNI ST IHFLtm;;CE IN R.ACI AL ~TTr:RS • 

showing communist involvement in Nc~ro racial matters in this nation, 
relative to which we can all agree. 

Essence of the Situntion: 

The essence of the situ::i.tion sce:ns to be this: We 

/

presented wh~t facts there are in our files in the Drief in question 
and I know that the Direc~or certainly would not w~~t .us to do other 
than this. ~The position taken nt the time the Brief was written was 

·. that, while there is communist influence being exei·-cad on Negroes 
and Negro leaders, i ~--l}~s __ roJ _ _I~ac~f:~_!'.l!e p-~~A~_5:f_~_q-~t_;"_~~---~r 
domip_at!£!l·\ This his'toricn.llj• ha~ been the position of the Bure~u 
in this mat~.!c:r in light of fili': reviews going back ten, to cwenty -..I--
years. r. ...... _ ,•'<Ll~ .Ll .. · A ,, _ /V\__...·:;\:' t~ t~ !"L.!:i,..,·.:i,...-·~~. -

~-,--- . - ~ 0 ~ ...,...;,_ - - . - \ -l . 

The Historical Position: d7:) ~~ _ _ . ' \i ... • . .t-'-1:rl~-✓-~-~:::-

For example, in a dotn.i led document prepared on Cor11.munist 
Pal'.'ty and the Negro in 1953 1 we find the statement referring to 11the 
failure of the Communist Party to attract even a significant number 
of Negroes in the United States to its number." -Another ex:.:i_sple is 
to be found in an analysis in this same field prepared by the Bureau 
in iesq to the effect that co:n:nunist efforts have been "unsuccessful 
on a state or national level" in infiltrating "legitj_rr:ate Negro­
fraternal, protest and icprovcr.1cnt or~anizations, 11 although they made 
lir.i.i ted success in soce "isola tcd chn.ptcrs." The Director's book., 
Masters of Deceit, published in l~~f1_~ states: "It became obvious 
that.the Party, despite great efforts, had fn.iled to win over even 
a significant minority of Negroes." In 19GO the Director's st:::.tement 
to The Committee on-the Judicinrv, United States Senate, rends: 
"It is no s-e:fcret th:i.-C or.c oi .t!~--! ui.t..:crcst uisappointw1;1nt;.:; of 
communistic efforts in this ?,ntio11 has been their fn.ilure to lure 
our Negro citizens into the Party." ln 1962 similar public statemeut;': 
were made. On page nevcn of the Brief submitted to the Director 
under the date of August 23, 1GG3, tins historical position was 
restated and it was said, "One of tho bitterest disappointments of 
the communists has been their s.i.nl:lo .failure to lure any significant 
number of our Negro citizens into the Party." This statement was 
sot forth ag·ain in. the cover 6c-:..101·andur.1 which the Director marked. 

The point I wish to r::::\l~o here is this: The fact that this 

l
has been our historical po.sition ln t!:e Durcau for many years is no 
r~::1son to assume that it ir'.~-:~~: 1·_1~~'2.!_y.9sition nt this time,-:'1.s the 
Uircctor has cle:i.rI°}· e.:-:pl~ 1 ::•·.1. J...:·:v:.i ai~u cunC!itions change and, as 
tho evidence mounts, na tui-.:..1 ly vu need to change our position n.long 
~1th this evidence. 

- 2 
-171-

. --

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




