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Memorandum for :Mr. Belmont 
RE: COMMUN I ST ,PAlnY, USA 

NEGHO QUESTION 
COM11UNI ST IN.I-'LUE?,CE IN RACI,\L MATTERS 

, . 
Inte::.--pretation: ., 

As w~ know, fncts by themselves are not tbo meaningful, 
for they are sqrnewhat like stones tossed in a heap as contrasted 
to the same stones put in the :tor~ of a sound edifice. It is 

· J J obvious to us now that .;..'-'..:.e__;:d:.:i:.:d=--=· n~o:..t-,-,;,.:.P..:.:U..:t--=t:.:.h.:..:c:......!p:..r:..o.:..!:.p.:;c.::.r__;:i:..:.n_t;...e;...· r_p:...;;.r_e_t_n_t_i_o_n_u_,_p_o_n 
the facts which we gave ~o the ~irector. 

Martin Luther-Kingi 

We have been-aware of the communist influence for nearly 
two years on M~rtin Luther King, Jr., head of the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference, nnd in the comprehensive memorandum entitled 
11Com:1mnist Party, USA, t~cgro Quest ion, 11 d:t ted S/23/63 we set out 
information to the effect that a nurnbcr of Negro lenders in this 
country have had subversive connections in theii bnck~rounds and 

, tbnt · M~rtin Luther ·Kin::, Jr. . hn..:: been dealing with · 
I ·---
j 

As previously 
stated, we -are1 in complete agrcc1:1cnt with ~he "Director that 

·communist influence is being exerted on M:i.rtin Luther King, Jr., 
and that King is the stronsest of the Nogro leaders. As we have 
stated before -in a me·morandur:i, we re[:ard Martin Luther King to 
be the roost dangerous and effective Ne~ro leader in the country. 
In addition, we know the Party is dircctinr~ a r:iajo.r effort tov,ard 
strep.gthening ,its position among the Nc1;rocs in:israuch as we have 

1111:formation the l->arty plans t'O intensify its efforts to exploit 
the racial si~uation for the purpose of gaining itifluence amohg 
the_Negr_oes. ' · ·- ··· ·--------------
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Memoracdu~ for Mr. Bel:ont 
RE: CO:,r-:.imn ST !'ARTY J USA 

NEGRO QUESTION 
COM1iUNl ST INFLtmNCE IN RACIAL M.ATTERS 

SAC.-Letter·to the Field 
.. 

1 
I would like to set forth hete briefly why I think that 

the enclosed SAC Letter, which was returned to us by the Director, 
should be sent to the field 6ffices. M~ first reason is this: 
We need to renew our efforts and keep the pressure on and._1.e.ave 

. n:o s_~one u~_t.u:f..tled to de_y_~_3=.?.P_~y~l)~ __ npct_ ~.ll~_facts .Y'.~i_c!1 :~~if;?t 
in this matter. Some of these facts may not yet have been 
iii:leRi·theci··by·-our field offices, and will not be unless we 
fbllow up this matter evermore closely with them. My second 
r~ason why I think the SAC Letter should be sent is ~elated 
to the present changing situation in the ·communist Party - Negr·o 

. relations area. During the· past tv,•o weeks in particular there 
have been sharp stepped-up· activities on the part of communist 

-officials to iniiltrate and to dominate .Neg~o develop~ents in 
this country. Further, they are meeting with successes. This 
should be no surprise to us because since the Negro march on 
Washington on Auf5ust 28 comr.mnist officials have been doi_ng all. 
posBi~le to exploit the very troubled racial situation.· As' 
they nt'" .. id week::; ago, the end of the Negro march would be the 
beginning of evermore systematic activities on their part to 
penetrate and influence Negroes and Negro le~ders. They are 
now j_n full force acting upon this intention of theirs expressed 
weeks ago. The field should be alerted to this fact and given 
instructions to investigate exhaustively new communist - Negro 
activities. The SAC Letter in question will be a great help 
toward this end, and it should result in our developing important 

. f~cts relating to the current changes and pertinent activities 
, going on during the past few weeks in this entire field. 

~ubject of Deep Concern 

May I repeat that.our failure to measure up to what the 
Director expected of us in the area of. communist - Negro relations 

\
is,.a s:.ibject of :'i.Q_ty..,_d~ep __ c,oncel,"'n to us in the Domestic Intelligence 
Division. We are disturbed by this and ought to.be. I want him 

. - . -... --·----······ . . ·. 

4 -

-173-

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



. . -
-­(J 

Memorandum for Mr. Belmont 
RE: cow.mN !ST PA:rlTY, US/h 

N.SGUO QUESTION 
I . comruNIST nrFLUm.;cE IN RACIAL Lf.A'f'r:ns 

·• r 

.. 
to know that we willl do evei:ythin:; thn.t is huuanly po~;~_;iblc to 
develop all facts nationwide relative to tho coi:::'.iun1~t oencti·ation 
and influence over Negro leaders and their orr,:lni:..:n tion~. 

R1ECOm!ENDA'rION8 ~ 
(1) That the Director recdnsider givin~ approval for sending 

the enclosed SAC Letter to the field, 

• I V. 
(2) In order t~at other agencies and prooincnt GOV0rn~cnt 

l 
officials will be a,vare of the deterc1inccl cf forts of thrJ Cor.u.mnist 
Party to exploit the racial situation, if the Dircctqr ~pprovcs we 
will prepare a concise document settini; forth clearly tl::.o::;c ~ttcr.ipts 

• 
to penetrate, :i.nflu13nce, and cont1·01 tl'w 1:c:;ro ~ov,::-r."':. t. Cy :·;ct;tin;; 
these facts forth, succinctly and clearly, tho ~c~d~r cnnnot help 
but be impressed ,vi th the seriousness of tho co::1munit; t :i.cti\~i tics. 

• •- I ---• w • ~ 

\ 

____ .. ·• 

- 5 
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Affi. TOLSON.: 

0!1on ~ 
elcr.cnt~ 

. OM~· ...... __ 
OS t_. __ 

roller __ _ 
Tel•.Roor.i __ 
Holmes __ _ 

: . The attached analysis of . Gondy 

!I Communism and the Negro Movement is' . 1 
highly explosive. It can be regarcieYas .• 

I a personal attack on Martin Luthei"\J.-r.ing. ·-------: 

J
J There is! no doubt it will have a )feavy 
Jimpact on the Attorney General and anyone 
else to whom we disseminate it. It is 
labeled TOP SECHET. However, ·even such a 
high clapsification seems to be no bar 
today_ to; a leak, and should this leak out 
it will add fuel to a matter which may 
already be in the cards as a political 
issue during the forthcoming Presidential 
campai0gn. 

• • T!:..:; :Uetuol. a.il.:tu1u makes good reading and 
[lis based on information from reliable sources. 

f
We may well be charged, however, with 
expressing opinions and concl~sion~, ·parti-. 
cularly with reference to some ot the . 
stat~.m~nts a~ut King. _, __ +:_ .. ':'-~ · .. _ 

; ~'lolL~ ~ ~ ~~- ._.l"t" . . .. ·, 
'~ T~is me~orandurn ~ay ~t~l:E:· !h.e,Atto1mey 
. ,. General·, ~articularly in v1ew\.bf

1
.·h1s past 

association with King, and the fact that we 
are disseminatin~ this outside the Department. 
He may resent this. Nevertheles~,~the 
memorandum is a powerful wa.rning..:.::_~a_J.!].fil 
Cori11nunist ~ influcnc.Q ;i,n the-BE_:2;..ro m~~~Q.91., 
a"i ,v~v~'1.rry ing out our responsibility 
by isscaline;ting it to the people~ndicated 
in _"!'he ·attached memori:tn~/ ) ._ .::t?-, 

~~M~\ _(_tfr1z4~tA.. v:}¼~~~-:S 
'HI . V ~.~..c._. f •J.P: .• 

• ., • ...,_..-- ...,.._, -..-., .,.J,,I -

~ - J.if-)\P-.:JA· . . · · · . I I .:"· 
. : {;...:..l J ....... ~Y "~ ,, ·Lrc ... ___ s ~ {JJ::;... - , 
~~ .... 

6 OCT 23 19C3 

-176- a,a· .... 

I 
! 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



EXHIBIT 14 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



• 

; FGF: JP'r'l: vek 

... 
Mr. J~ Earl Fay 
Post Office Bex 1.3 
BruB.l-iy l•b-.mtu.in Pe!ritent:i.ary 
Petros, .Tenn-assee 37845 

Daar :Mr. Ray: 

'1 [ n l r· 19- · ..J I_. ~-; / Q_ 

' . 

In M:ly of 1976 the Attorney Ganeral of th3 United 
States ~ted a task force for t.'18 pi.lrpOse of reviewi...ng 
th-..3 FBI' e investigation of t:ha cmsassination of 
Dr. M-:irtin Illtru'.?r F'jng, Jr. 

'Ihe task force is r-:0w in the proceas of winding up 
its irq..w.-y be.fore suh-nitting a final report to t.'"le 
Attorney General. F .. owever, we feel that our irquiry will 
not oo o:ir.plete unless wa give you an ofiX)rtun.ity to state 
i"OUr participation, or lack of participation, in t.h~ 
n:urder of:Dr. King. 

kc:irdingly, ·we hereby request, through your attorney, 
J~ H. ~...r, Esquire, your consent to an interview by 
members of t."r)e· task force. If you should agree to tall.~ 
to us, our til,e schedule ~s us to arrange for ti.~ 
interview to take place not later t.~an Dccenber 31, 1976. 

Please let us kri:J,.., .ir.:roodia tely \~nether you desire 
to be intervie-...,,"Sd. . 

I 

Sinceroly, 

Fred G. F'ol.Bcr.l 
Dire:::tor 

M!lrtin wther King, Jr., Task Force 

o::: Jar.es U. L9sar, Esquire 
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~rnslrn ~1.0-unft(ut fcni±c1tfizr114 
J.etros, 'clfomt2.ss2r 3 7845 

Mr. JB.£tes H. Losar 

Attorney at Law 

1231 !ourth Street, 
' Wash. D.Co 

Dear Jim: 

s.w. 

December 20 1 1976 '. 

re: Ray v. Tenn. er. In~ctment no. 16645; 
Shelby county, Tennossee. (1968) 

ln respect to y9ur letter sayi_u~ tho.t a justice de:pa.rt?Jent attorney, ?•:r~ 

Jruaes F. Walker, would like to interview ~e co~cern1nc the abovs indict­

~ent, I a,rac with your advice oppocine the intervie~. It would appesr 

'that this would ouly be in the interest of the J .D. and their book writinc 

collaborators, e. ~-, Gerol1 Fra~, Gecrge HcXilliD..!l: et al. 

Ir they had wanted to interview the defendant, under oath, justice had 

1
am~le opportunity in the 1974 H.C. henrinr; in .1-;e:1phie, Tennessee, throu&h 

their aurroi;ote, \1:. Henry Hdle; a11ti I understand no rapresentc.tive from 

justice appeared as a witnes~ at the hearinG• 

At the present I believe the oru.y body I should testify before is~ jury. 

I understand you to s~ justice has not read any or the trs. or prior 

hearincs ~ suits. Therefore I'll include· in the cc copy of this letter 

- ·to juctice a copy of a Coinplaint tha.t speaks to the MLY. jr. matter with 

attached_ Ex--A, al thoe I doubt if justice or their publiohinc asuocintes 

will be interested in the Co1:1r>lcint contentG. 

cc: Jaces F. Walker, Esq. 

Sincerely: Jar.ies e. Ray #6~477 
P.O. :&:>x--?3 

Petroe, Teun. 37345. 
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_ , I , ....... "' '" ... --• ~.,.... _ ... -... e r.1 .H- cr .. 1 .. ::.<J s.1._::.;:i ., •. H~I-~T .... cu- .. 
. FO~ ,TS£ 7/3.STZ~l DIS!:?ICT OF ':'Et!!1~3.'.3E£ 

WZSTZHN CIVI~I03 •.••.................•....•.............. 

JAM.ES RAY~ 
Plain ti!! 

vs. 

TIME me. 
GEX>RGE t-:cr-:ILLI,.\_."{ 

W. HEN.RY HAILE 

WILLIAM BRATFORD HUIE 

GEROLD FRANK 
HON • .HOBERT M. McRAE 

BE;;NDA PZLLICCIOTTI 
De!e:c.dants 

..... 

Civil Action No. 

,. 

.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ............................. 0 ••••••••••••••••• 

.-~. 

1- • .ALLEGATIOti OF JURISDICT:i:OH: 

(a) Jurisdiction of' the parties in the helein subject matter is 1:iased upon 

diversity of' citizenship and the amount·in recovery. 

Plaintiff, acting pro se, is a citizen of' the State or Te~essee under 11oper-

ation of Law" in the subject matter; defendant TIM3 I::ic. (here-in-after, TI.?-tE) 

ia a citizen of' the State of' new York; defendant Geor~e ?-~c?-lillian (here-in­

state or Massachusetts; defendant 'll. after~- Md?-~lllan)_- _is a citizen. o! the 

Henry, -~~i~_: (~;~·;;i~~~iter,' Haile) is 
. · .. • ,:: ... ;·, . ~ ...... : .... 

n citizen of the State or Tennessee; 

defendant Willil;ll:I_ Bratrord Huie (here-in-af'ter, Hui.e) is a citiz•en of' the 
. - -

ptate of' Al.abaJ:1a; defendant Gero~d Frank (here-in-after, Frank) is a citizen .. 
o-r the State of New York; def'endant Hon. Robert M. McRae (here-in-after, Judge 

-- -_,_, .--M~Rae) is ~ citizen of the State ot Tennessee; defendant P.renda Pellicciotti. 

(here-in.;.af'_ter, Pellicciotti.) is a citizen of the State or Tennessee. The 

matter in controversy excee~s, exclusive. o! interest a,nd costs, the sua or 

ten thousand dollars. 

(b) Jurisdiction founded in tha·enstence or a !eder~ qµestion and the amount 

in controversy: 
-179-
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• 
The action artsea unde~ the ti!th, sixth, and fourteenth, amend.c:!ents to 

the Untied States constitution; U .s.c. Title 28 S 1.331 (a), as ilere-in-· 

a.!ter mo:te .fully appears. 'I'he matter in controversy exceeds, e::icclusive of 

interes~ and costs, the S\1.l!l of ten thousand dollars. 

(c) Jurisdiction founded on the-e::d..stance of a question ari~ing under parti-

cular statute: "\ 

The action arises under Act 42 U .s.C.A •. S 1983; U .s.c. Title 28 g 1343 (4). 

As here-in-after more fully appears. 

THIS IS AN ACTION Irr LIBEL & CIVIL RIGHTS VIO~ATIONS. 

G.EriERAL BACKGROUND: 

•• ,.1, 

On April 4th 1968, Rev. Martin Luther King jr., was shot --d killed:in, 

~emphis Tennessee; in May 1968 tha plainti!:t was indicted by the Shelby 

county gand jury (er. indictment no. 16645) !or said shooting; on March 

10th 1969.plaintirr, al.legedl.y through coercion by his attorney, Percy 

Foreman~ the.prosecution, entered a guilty plea to said er. indictment; on 

·February 2nd 1974 the U .s. t13;h circuit court or appeals ordered an evident­

iary hearing into the circucstances of said plea, Ray v. Rose 491 F2d 285 

~C.A.6, 1974; on Febri.1cu·1, 27th 1975 af'ter hearing sai·d evidentiary proceedings 

the U.S. District court for the W.D. o! Tennessee, Hon. Robert M. McRae, pre-
I . 

sidins ruled ~gainst plainti!!, Ray v. Rose, C-74-166; on May 10th 1976 the 

U .s. 6th c:1.rcuit court o! appeals u~held Judge McRae' s ruling in sa:1.d evi­

dentiary hearing. Ray v. Rose, C-75-1795. 

Plainti:t, JANES E. RAY, sues 
... 

De!~ndants, TIME INC.; GEORGE }tcMILLift.M; W. HDfRY HAILE; WILLIAM BRAT FORD 

HUIE; GEROLD FRAMK; ROBERT M. McRA~; B~.E?lDA PELLICCIOTTI, and alleges: 

2. That while awaitug trial in the aforementioned er. indictment the plain­

titt copied down from recollection in!orcation he had gained in his 1967 

associations, associations wh:1.ch lead to plaintiff being charged under 

said indictr:ient. 

3. That a brief SUl!l!llary ot said recollections and their subsequent disposi­

tion by plainti!! are as follows: 
-180-
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on a money ~ecaipt issued forth !roa the Sherill's office of the Shelby 

county, Tennessee, jail information which plainti!! believed had a direct 

bearin~ on &aid·cr~ i:idict1:1ent. See, :S:x--A. 

(b) the information consisted ·or tel.ephone numbers !. one name !. address; all 

numbers were written down backwards,·including the address~. 

(.~) the two telephone numbers were listed next· to the word "Sister", the 

first being listed in, New Orleans, Louisiana; the second bein~ in, Baton 

Rou~e, Louisiana. 

{d.) the address is listed under the name, Vera C. Staples. 

(e) the tel.ephone number listed under the Baton Rou~e address was furnished 

to plaintiff's attorney, Percy Foreman, who was representin~ plaintiff in 

'- said. ~. indictment. 

(!) the address was not investigated W1til plaintiff was incarcerated upon 

pleaing to said i.J:ldictment; a compendium. o! the post trial ~vesti,atioh 

woul.d i.ndic~te: the info_rmation cited above was given to a St. Loui.s, Miss­

ouri.. labor "ieader, and informed it pertained to the MLK jr. case, who app­

arently in tur~ furnished sai.d information to a Nashville, Tennessee, ex­

Attorney to .:tnvestigate; said Attorney had sources in the State of Loui.siana 

u~esti:ate the 1:1atter and thereafter sai.d Attorney reported the Baton Rou,e 

listed number resident was under the influence of the Teamsters uni.on; and 

the New Orleans listed number resident was among other things an agent of 

a ai.deast organization disturbed because 0£ Dr. Kin~•s reported.forthcoming, 

before hi.a death., publ.ic support or• the Palestine Arab cause. ("ReCerences to 

the address if any was unc1ear~) 

(::) the pl.aintiff had co111e.by said name g.·address shorUy before crossin:; 

the border in Novem.ber 1967 from Tijuana, Mexico, into the United States; 

the name waEr Randolph Erwin Rosen, 1.180 N.W. River Drive, Miami, Florida; 
I ·, 
! a.ther re!erence was made to a LEAA; a check through the Miami directOI'.'Y in 

:, 

r970 imii.cted no Rosen listed with the a~ove first?. second name; ·1.n 1973-

?4 a Chica::o, Ill.inois, reporter was quired.~~ ~o the name~! a Rosen who 

Tas an. of!1.cia1 in the .,.ro:;ressive LaboU. Party, the :reporter later responded 

said Rosen, or Rosena, activities were mainly in the New York, New York, 

a.r.ea; shortl.y •thereafter said :reporter was substantiated by mat;erial pl.ain­

t:1!'.t received indirectly f':rom the Hon .• Richard Ichord a congr,essman from 
-181~ · .. _. !." ·' 
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Missouri; th,ea!ter an Attorney in OkJ.ahoma Ci!Okl.ahcma, was fu.rJ:tished 

the Rosen D.aAe and askeQ if he could !ind any information re the subject 

1.n. New Orl.ean.s, and. info:r:iieci the subject might have a er. record; the A.tt­

oraey· reported back that the subject's last %1alle most likely was. Rosebson, 

and that he had a er. conviction in. new Orleans, Louisia.Xta,.. !ederal court for 

a :aarcotics violation; thereafter a TeJU1essee licensed Attorne~ procured 

the tr. of sail!. conviction; subsequenUy another check was m~de through the, 

Miami, tel.epha:s.e directory which did list a "Randy Rosen.lion" but with an 

aQciJ::eas discrepency. 

4. That plaintiff intended the above infor~at~on for exclusiTe_use, after 

a th.rough i!lvestigation, in a jury trial under said er. indictment--rather 

than. tor co11U1ercialzing in the CO!nm1lnications industry--and in consequence 

'!Jithhe1d. parts thereof from plaintiff 1·s er. Attorneys,.. who were enmeshed 

with defendant (novelist) Willia.JII Bratford Huie ill commercial publishin~ 

iie.J:Jtures: 1,st) Attorney Arthur Hanes. sr., who im.mediatel.y upon entering the 
i 

suit contracted with defendant,. Huie and 2nd) Attorney Percy Foreman. who while 

not eAterin~ into literary contracts with .Hr. Huie until J:a:c.uar;y 1969,- two 

aollths after Foreman's enterinit the suit,. Mr. Fore11ali did Dot question plain­

ti!! about said information or ather aspects of the er. indictment--because 

of his {Fore11an•·s) admitted trial preparation methods-until Februar.r 1969-· 

5. That in February 1969, after Percy Foreman had entered into literary 

con.tracts with defendant,. H'Jrl.~. plaintif'.f furnished Attorney Foreman with 
,· 

the above mentioned,. Baton Rou,e .. phone number and asked him to investi:ate 

1n connection with the MLK jr. homicide~ Shortly thereafter ~r. Foreman 

· replied in effect that if there were to be any telephone numb.ers refered 

to:'i.a. court he (Foreman) ·would furnish. them through contacts in interstate 

,:;a.r.ablinf:--Mr. Foreman mentioned a, Mr .. Meyer Lansky·,. as his source. 

6. 'rb.at subsequently, after the prosecution and Percy Foreman had maneuvered 

plaintiff in.to entering a plea to said indictment,. the plaintiff on March 

Uth. t969 was checked. into the Tennessee State penitentiary--N'ashville 

Branch--and the~ein all plaintif~•s personal property includin, the paper 

herein attached as EX-A,· and including incomin:; le:al &- personal letters 

~ailed to said prison.- were con.fiscated !rom plaintif!. Two or three days 

latel:' a!ter discussing brieny with State corrections commissioRer, Rarry 

, Av.ery. the letters includin: EX-A were returned to plaintiff by said, -182-
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comcisaioner, Harry Aver'J. (except tor a thin line circling soce wr:!.tin,:;a 

the property seemed in order. 

7.i That prior -to ?lainti!!'s transfer to tne aforementioned penitentiary, 

Commissioner Avery, the late Governor or Tennessee, Uon. Bui'ord Ellington, 

and Governor Ellington's ndoinistrative assistant, Mr •.. William L. Barry, 

had decided and ~~~.!:.!:.!:!!_.!:o wri t!!!.S (see, Avery testiciony in, Ray vs. Russ­

ell, U.S. Dis. Ct. ·M.D. Tn. Civ. Action no. 5590,· 197O)Plainti!i''s treat­

ment upon enterin~ Elaid penitentiary,ie, arbitrary lodging o.f Plaintiff' in 

solitary confineoent im.t:1ediately upon his entering prison. 

8. That there~f'ter on (March 13,. 1969) when plaintiff' commenced petitioning 

the trial court f'or a new trial under s:ud indictcent, C0Cllllissioner Avery 

attempted to persuade Plaintiff against seeking a trial under said indictment 

and after !ailing that informed Plaintii'! that he would hever be releasted 
• 

from solitary conf~~~~ent while he {Avery) was corrections commissioner. 

9 ■ That in the succeeding years until the present Plaintiff' has been arbi-
' trarily locked in solitary coni'ine=ent/segregation for approximately five 

years, during which ~ice their has been several suicides by prisoners beca 

ause of the harall!!lent of the confinement including two (2) who burned thee-

selves to-death. See, EX--B. 

19. That after the aforementioned plea by Plaintiff the tria1 Judge, Hon. 

Preston Battle, departed !ro1:1 Memphis, T·ennessee; !or a vacation and while 

on said vacation the then Governor or Tennessee, Hon. ·Burord Ellington, 

upon learning of Plaintiff'' s effort to receive a ju.ry trial under said in­

dictment, dispatched State officials to located Judge Battle to otter hie 

i' the next Ap!)ellate Judgship vacancy ii' the Judge would deny Plaintiff' a 

trial u,nder the petition rere~ed to in paragraph-8 above. 

11·. That on or about March 12th 1969 in .. the pr.ison segregatii:>n building 
J • :, • ~ ·:.' :. ,-;'.•~;_.:;~'-, 

Plaintiff was confronted through a ·ruae·.''by:~ecia1 agent, Robert Jensen ··. . ... 

of the Memphis, Tennessee, f'.edera1 bureau _or inveatagation office. The 
I 

thrust of .. r. Jensen's conversation was seeking cooperation of Plaintiff' 

in :turthereing the FBI investigation of' said c;-. indictment. When P1ainti4'f' 

refused the cooperation offer· Mr. lensen upon departing said Plaintitr could 

expect Piainti:ff' Brothers (John !r Jerry Ray) to join him in prison,, or words 

to that etf'ect, thereafter: -183-
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(a) tainti!!' s brother, Jerry Ray, was li::ddated to the extent 

that he had. to resign his job in the Chicago, Illinois, area; sub­

sequently after forcing him tro~ his job the FBI attempted to !ra;:ie 

h.im tor nucerous crimes. 

(b) plaintiff's other brother, John Ray, was arrested by police 

whi.le driving h.is car in the st. Louis, Mise~ar~, area and subsequent­

ly charged by the FBI tor aidine: and abetting a bank robbery. Tried 
and conVicted with a defendant who~ tho govern:ient alleged actually 

robbed said bank, John was g:1.ven 18 years and the alleged robber 10 

years; µpon appeal the alleged robber•.s connction was reversed by the 
8th U.S. circu:1.t court ot appeals because the fruits of an illegaly 

search & seizure was used against him; however, the 8th circuit ruled 
thlfi the fru:1.ts o! the illegal i;ec!.l.·ch was not ground for reversing 
John Ray's case.Jiecasue the alleged evidence (stolen aoney) was not 

taken from him; upon re-trial the alleged robber was acquited; sub­

sequently another defendant in the robbery ~as charged and entered a 
plea tor three (3) years which was ''1ater reduced to eighteen months 

by the g9vernment. 
\ 

J2. That in June 1969 Plaintit! fil.ed a civil. action in the United States 

Distric1; court for the H. Do o! Tennessee seeking to void contracts between 

plaintiff, the aforementioned Per·c;y 'F(?reman, and defendant, Huie. In att­

empting to have said c:!.vii action (Complaint) dismissed, thus necessitat­

ing the refiling by Plaintiff in the W.D. ot Tennessee, the de!endants 

- Att~rney the late, John J. Hooker sr., of the Davidson count:, Tennessee 

bar, illegally procured Plaintiff's entire prison record, including doclcle 

in!ormatilm, from the aforementioned corrections comrl.ss:Loner, Harry Avery, 

and was thus. able to have ·said Complaint dismissed in the M.D. of Tennessee 

and refiled in the W.D. (civ.l.l action no. C-69-199) before Judge McRae, 

because of said domicle information. 

b. That thereafter in-civil action no. C-69-199 one of Judge McRae 1 s 

initial rulin,Sf'was that said action would be deci~ed by de~osition rather 

than live testimony--subsequently the Judge dismissed the: su.it on. mo.tion •· 

qi f: ~~ _def e~d-:nts. 

14. That following the United States Sixth circuit court o! appeals rul:tng 

on February 3rd 1974 ordering an evidentiary hearing into the circumstance_s 

ot Pla:1.ntifi'' s ~!orementioned gtrllty plea under said indictment defendant, 

Judge McR~e, again as~ed jurisdiction to conduct _said hearing (civil 

action no.C-74-166) and again ruled that the two principal witnesses, the 
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afore:::1entioned Percy Forecan & de!e:idant Huie, woul_d not .have to undergo 

liv.a testiocny, ~~L~~~£~!~!~~• ~he Judge accomplished this le5µ :aneu­

'Mr h:, ljuling the .l?laintif!' s subpoena ·powers \yere 11::iited to a 100 mile 

radius of Mecphis, Tennessee. 

That Judge McRae further prejudicial & arbitrary actions'& inactions 

listed below etrectively diminished the Pl.u.r.titf 1 s right under tl:.e united 

States Sul_)reme court mandate for a :f'ull and 11qui table evidentiary hearing: 

( a) the court ruled in effect P ___ at the solici tatio:n o:f the 

State's Attorney, defendant Ha:1.le--who had complained to the court that 

the press was urging the State to ask certain questions o! Plaintiff-that 

General Haile could inquire or Plaintiff'~ alleged information he (plaint­

iff) provide said Percy Foreman concernin~ othe:~ persons allegedly culpa­

ble und_er said er. indictment. Thereatter, althoe Plaitjti:f! did r~rer to 
': 

·in.rormation described above as being _given to Mr. Fore1.1an by Plaintiff, and 

within the confines or the above court ruling, neither defendant, Haile, 

or, Judge McRae questioned Plaintiff in the matter. 

·(b) Judge McRae in concert with dei'endant; Pellicciotti, has con­

eistently--despite petitions from Plainti!f 1 s counsel, Jrur.es R. Lesar­

declined to forward to the U.S. 6th circuit court ot appeals relevant & 

necessary :portions or the transcript in said evidentiary hearing: spec1.f'-

1cal1y, the definitive portions_of said transcript evidencing, Percy Foreman, 

-~fter~1~vatat1on, refused to offer live testi.uony in said evidentiary hear­

ing; and thus through their deleterious inactions in the tr. matter contri­

buted substantially to the 6th circuit-decision against Plaintiff therein. 

).. -

,··· (c) Judge McRae· has ignored a petition to take perpetuating testi-

mony, filed after said evidentiary hearing, from defendant, Huie. Mr. Huie 

being a principal character. therein. 

1.5. That prior to said evidentiary hearing, Judge McRae, mislead or att­

empted to mislead Pl.aintiff 1 a Tennessee er. counsel as evidenced by a 

series of letters Plaintiff received from said Counsel (Mr. Robert I. 

Livingston) impl~g that during several encounters with Judge McRae he 

(Livingst~n) was lead to believe the court was S:fl!l_pathetic to Pla.iLti!!' s 

case and thus a vigorus presentation by Plaintiff's counsel would not be 

necessary or desirable.· -185-
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16. That their have been publicized allegations that, Jud5e McRae, is 

more conceroed with the political e!!ects o! hls decisions than the 

law. See, EX--C. 

1?. That t.h'.e clerk or the court defendant, Pellicciotti, wherein said 
. ., . -~ 

evidentinry hearing was conducted acted in concert with, Judge McRae, 

in declining to prepare and forward tr. material, described in paragraph 

14-b above, to the U.S. si~th circuit thus contributing substantially 

to the sixth circuit denJ'ing Plaintiff relief under said evidentiary 

hearing. 
\ 

18. That defendant, Haile, who was the State's chief counsel in the afore­

mentioned evidentiary hearing, but is now in private ~ractice, has libel­

ed Plain ti!! by aiding & abetting defendant, l1cM1.l.llan, in !-!cMillia.'11 s 

preparing & authoring the a!orecentioned artilce for defendant, TIME. 
. . . \ 

19. Tb.at defendant, Mct11111an, inforoed Flaintiff' s brdlther, Jerry Ray, . ' of his (f:teMillian' s) relationship with defendant, Haile. 
• : • I I I • 

. -20. That in.__ ___ 19?5 defendant, Haile, appeared with defendant, McMillian, 

at the Tennessee State :penitentiary--Nashville Branch--wherein HcMillian 

requested warden, J.:unes H. Rose, a personal. friend of·Haile, to contact 

Pl.aintir.t and ask ii he would consent to an interview by, McMillia.n. 

Warden Rose did forward said interview request to Plaintiff whlch Piaintitf 
. . 

declined and, thereafter., Haile !!c McMillian viewed the solitary confine:nent 

buiiding wherein Plaintiff was housed. 

\Zt. That defendant, Haile, while asst. att. gen. for th~ State of T~nn~ 

l essee several times publicly criticised court decisions unfavorable to hlm 

. in a manner EUggesting he was attempting to intic::1.d~te Judges, acts fo·r 

which he EUbsequently was dismissed from the A.G. 1 s office by the Att­

orney Genera.1 for the State of Tennessee. 

22. That in the January 26, 1976, issue of ~IME Clagazine _(EX-D) under 

the title of 11'l'he King Assassination Rev:1.si ted 11 , de! end ant, Mc:Milllan ,' 

aut_hor'ed a malicious article subtitled "I'm gonna kil; that ni&ger King" 

and alleged said subtitle to-be n statement made by Plaintiff. 

Said article is littered with deliberate fabricationap and while ot a 

hollywoodish chararter they are delivered rlth malice intent, be-gining -186-
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11 ••• In. l.963 and 1-:•tarti.:. Lutb.er King ;;as on TV alao.everyday, talld.ng 

defiantly about !low Black people were going to 'list theii~riz;hts~ ~ .Ray 

watched it all avidly on the ce:)..1-block TV. at Jeff City. He reacted as 

it-King's remarks were directed at hi.m personally. He boiled when King 

came on the tube. He began to call him Hartin •Lucifer• rang and Martin 

Luther I coo.0'1 • It got so that the very sight ot King would galvanize 

Ra:, "• p. 18 said article. 

The facts are that their !~r~-~-!Y-~~~ in the cellblocka or, cells, 

during Plaintiff's entire sojourn in the Missouri State penitentiary at, 

Jefferson City; and, that defendant McMillian is cognixant or this fact 

through conversations with Missouri cor~ections officials whom he has 

contacted for information numerous times. See, EX--!!-

23. That several·ot~~r deliberate fabrications with malicious intent in 

said article are: 

(a) "Ra:, and (his fellow convict Raymond) Curtis wou1_d set_ around, 

otten high on speed ••• " Speed being a :f'orm o.'! narcotic. p. 18. 

( b) 110n .April 24, 1967, just one day after Ray escaped from the 

prison at Jefferson City, he met his ·Brothers Jack and Jerry in Chicago's 

Atlantic Hotel. •• " Allegedly, say 1 s McMill;1an, di.scussing. the murder of 

Kart~ Luther King. p. 18. - . . . . 

(c) that McMilllan alleged Pia1ntiff1 s Brotheri, John & Jerry Ra:,, 

had, from conversations with Plaintiff, knowledge before the fact ot the 

MLK Jr. murder. ?P. 18 & 23. 

24. That the State o:r Missouri's de_partment of corrections cocimissioner, ., 

~r. George r-t. Camp, alleges in effect that defendant McMilllan is a fraud 

;-in connection with HcMillian' s at'orementioned allegations concerning Plain­

tiff's conduct while in said M_issouri penitentiary. see,. EX-:--E.-

25. Th~t the Missouri prisoner defendant McHillian principally_relies on 

to substantiate his alle~ations, allegations that Plaintiff not only 

ploted the murder of MLK Jr. but was also _a narcotic addict, narcotic 

peddler, ect. ect., is reveled to be one, Raymond Curtis. 

Sa.id, Raymond Curtis, !!!.!!!:i.!:!.!L~~~~ to ~onverse with Plaintiff while in 

said pen,titentiar:,, thereafter he (Curtis) 'voluntarily "checked into" 

segrega.tion, after being exposed as a protfen;:;ional intor:ner, and thus 

-187-
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• waa thereafter 11!:lited in his prison as9ociat1on to his own type. 

26. That shortly a!ter Piaint1ff 1 s arest in 1968 to anser £or said er. 

indictment de'i'endant HcMillian stated at a news conference that since he 

(McMilllan) knew Plaintif't was guilty o! the indictment charge he (McMill-

1·an) woul.d not have to investigate the case. Thus it .f'ollows a .fortiori 

that McM:1.llian has relied on th~ work product of other novelist to s;b­

stantiate sizeable portions of his allegations in said TIME art-g_cle • 
.. 

27 •. That defendant !•tcMillian has posted Plaintiff numerous letters, first 

' threaterrl.ne;, then cajoling, in seeking interviews for use in said article 

and his alleged forthcoming book re Plaintif.f'o 

28 .. That defendant TIME magazine has a vested (financial) interest in 

publish:1.nz. said artilce b:, McMillian--thus in promoting Mc?-all:1.an' s forth­

coming book re Pla:1.nti!f-- in that McM:1.llian1 s publ:1.sher, L:1.ttle Brown, 

is a su.bsidary or TIME inc. 

2.9. That defendat TIME dece:1.ved their own agent {Richard c. Woodbury} in 

their Chicago, Illinois, off:1.ce into think:1.ng ~IME woul.d run an objective 

story re the ~atter. See, EX--F. 

4 -
30. _That defendant ":I:-IE was consciousl:, endeavoring to influence the 

United States Sixth Circuit court of appeals in, Ray v. Rose, no. 73-

1543, wh:1.ch just a few da:,s subsequent to said article heard agguments 

1n the above :?ay v. Rose suit to detercine whether to order Plainti!f a 

new trial under said er. indict~ent. 

31,. That TIME inc. has a histor:, o! conspiring to subvert the judicial 

·· .. and political processes by publishing, timely, malicious articles prior 

to judicial decisions or election of public orriciaJ.s. 

,a~ That because defendant, TIME, has made a !E!~ investigation )p. 17 

· said article) into the 11case 11--their initial inv~~tigation evidently 

being perd'ormed by T:1.me inc. LIFE magazine in 1968--TIME is cognizant 

that a substantial portion o! said article is false & malicious. 

33:.• That substantial portions or said artilce ·by Mct-r.i.lllan were supplied 

to Mr. McMillian by defendants, Frank & Huie--Defendant, H.uie, published 

a novel ra Plo.inti!f in 1970 titled "He Slew the Dreamer"; defendiant, -188-
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34. That tho tal.se allae;at:!.ons in said article: "that Pla1nt1tr committed 

a holdup in London, ::ngland, _and that George c. Wallace would pardon 

plaintit.r, pp. 17 ?.. 23 ·respectively, were supplied to defendant HcMillian 

b;y defendant Hu:1e as evidenced by statements made directly to Plaintiff 

b;y the above mentioned Percy Fo~eman (quoating Huie to Pllrl.ntiff) a1ong . -
with oral & written declarations. by Def'endat, Huie. See, , : :: ·. ..---- .• 

35. That. defendant Huie in hi.a ongoing :nedia campcd6?1 agcdnst Plaintiff 

libeled Pl~.intiff in a CBS-TV interview hosted.by, Dan Rather, on or 

about January 2, 1976, by falsely alleging in effect that Plaintif'f had 

murdered MLK Jr. and, robbed a loan co:?1pany in London, England. 

39-. That the f'a1se allegations in reference to Adolph Hi·tler (p. 23 said 

article) was supplied to defendant:.McMiJ.lian by Defendant, Fr~:, as ev­

idenced by statements made directly to plaintiff by Plcdntiff's former 
~ . 

· -Attorney (who was interviewed extensively by defendant, Frank) Robert Hill,· 

at the,.· Chattanooga Tennessee bar. 
. , . . 

. 37.. That defendant Huie has a history, for commercial reasons', of 

contentiousness with said, Gov. Vlallo.ce. 

38. That defendant Frank has a history of defending Zioni.sm even when 

it includes ~urder, eg, see Frank's novel, publisher in 1963, titled 

11 THE DEED", and if' allegations in count 2-! above are substantiated in 

court proceeding Mr. Frank's intrusion into ~aid er. indict~ent as a 

Government advocate is readily explicable. 

,.39. That an article in the BILALIAN MEVIS published March 12, 1976 1 page 1.5, 

'· r penultimate paragraph, reported MEK Jr. was shirtine hl.s political a1li-

a.nc~s •• ~Dr. King was sh:1.!ting his politica1 allinaces and civ:tl rishts 

approach. To GUpport this view observers point to Dr. King's views on 

the Viet Nam war and bis g_rowing support ot the 1abor movement. Dr. King 

was also coming under the influence of the Teaching of the Ilonorable 

Master Elijah HuhaJ:1?:1ad •••. 11 

40,; That Plaintitf' filed a libel suit in the United States Dis. Ct. tor 

the w.D. o! Tennessee titled, Ray v. Frank, Civil Action no. C-13-126, 

against herein defendant, Frank, in 1973, and had process served upon 

b.u throueh, his publisher, Doubleday company. Mr. Frank ~as subsequently 

-189-, 
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releived by the Court as a defendant in said suit by falsely all~ging 

.( -See, 'EX:--4. P• ·1) a. process de!iciency; ::rr Frank's in et!ect falsely 

al1eged that he & Doubleday Company's affiliation was tormal & transitory-. 

41 .• That the record will contil'l3 that not one of the Plaintiff's accusers 

in the coc.cunication industry have ever offered live te.stimony in a court 

of law but on the contrary,· they have utilized numerous ruses to avoid 

process and the m1bpoena wlrl.l.e the record ~,ill evidence Pla:1ntiff has not 

only given live testimony {in .the aforementioned evidentiary hearing) but 

prior to the plea in said er. indictment was in contention w:Lth his er. 

counsel in their insistence--in collusion with defendant, Huia--that plaint­

iff not be a defense witness therein. 

½oreover, nothing of substance indicates that the legal system-

1nfluencial publishing companies c·o:nbine are not acting .in concert to assu- · 

.. : .. re-that.;:their shall. i;eye_r. ~e._a. (,j~y) ~,;-.1~. fo,r P:lai~tii'f, cr;tminal or 
•f:'.!_;!,,,_••••.:..-,:,(;·~~~I;,;•·•,., ,;~·•:••,i•,, •}~•,,:· ........ /,•i;·:;_·.'\1:'•'~_:,','·,,l',•,:,.:"·,,'',','"f•_:_:•·',\•.;'. (/•''.••._:•'•'':, . . ,"1~'\. '~I''.•'' 

• : ./ c:'1:.)i:(,: that•~ reiat~d' tc/ iii.df:triM~tme·~t:~ ~ 'iap:par~~tit' becaus~ 'ft 'wotild -iio-i.' 
~·· 

.. be a "show trial",i.e., the Government !=Ould not sustain it' a heretofore 

media case • 

.And it would appear that a er. defendant wi'tho1,1t the econoci:1.c 

or political. influence to effectively contest the above situation is not 

only subjec;t to the denial o! due process but can also expect hia faaj.ly 

members to be jailed and framed for crimintl offences while the same pub­

lish.1.ng industries, eg, defendant, TIME, cooplain self-righteously about 

some distant country's corections or le~al system. 

Further,.it seem's that, by chancd, the same media-p~litical 

' c.omb:i.ne that coalesced in the Watergate investigation-prosecution and 

demanded full. disclosure, are out•- of the same sack as tho es who prosecuted 

plaintiff under sa:f.d er. indictment and who are now·opposed to d!;=l~sures. 

IN SUMMARY: the above mentioned Percy Foreman has heretofore, 

since he tr the Gover:m.ent. .aaneuvered Pla:f.ntiff into said indictment plea, 

been giving a runnins commentary in the media on how he {Foreman) accom­

plished the feat. Iiow he h.as published ~aloeously the epilogue to the 

feat in the STAR magc1Z.ine wherein he pronounces: 
. -190-
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•• •• nth !I publicity, ap?ellate courts are !ctant to 

·reverse because it would bring down a heap o! criticis~ !rom 

the public aho a.re not !a.'.:liliar with tha rule a!ld regulation 

ot law ••• to !ind a Judge or a group or Judges with ebought 

courage_ would on experience, be unexpected". See, EX--1'. 

42• That the defendants, TIME in~., George McMillian, W: __ Henry Haile, 

William Brat:rord Huie, and Gerold Frank are BUil ty of the violation 

aa follows: 

(a) or libeljne plaintiff in said TIME article with calicios intent. 

4.3 .• Thnt the defendants, TiliE inc., George Mcl·iillian, ',v. ·Henry Haile, 

are guilty of the violation as follows: · 

(a) 0£ acting in collusion, by the nature of said article and it 1 s 

, publishing date, to influence the U.S. 6th circuit court.of appeals in, 

Ray v. ~ose, Uo. 73-1.54.3, adversely to hez:ein Plaintirr, thus obstructing 

justice and violating plaintiff's civil rights. 

4-4, ... -That defendant, Hc~:illian,is in addition guilty of the violation· 
y 

aa i'oll.ows: 

(a) of receving & publishing malicious ca.re.rial from defendants, 

Huie & Frank, with a reckless disregard .for the truth or falsity of said 

material thus compounding Nc:-!illian• s libel. 

45- That defendant, Huie, is in addition guilty of the violation as follows: 

·. (a) of libeling with ma1icious intenj- by falsely charging on a 

· CBS-TV special dated January ~, 1_976, and hosted by Dan. Rnther, that .t"laint-

1:!t had in effect murdered, Rev. Martin Luther King Jr., and, robbed a 

loan company in, London, England. 

46~ That defendant, H.aile, is ¢1.t.y. o.f' the additional violations:as ·follow.!/: 
.( 

(a) of violating Plai~ti!f•~ civil rights" with ~alicious intent 

by aiding & abetting defendant, tt.cMillian., in his (.Meculllan' s) publisging 

.said article, through .furnishing McHill:han information from the files of 

th.e Tennessee Attorney General.'s office trilile he (Haile) was asst. Att. Gen. 

(b) of' having dire.~t knowledge resulting from his tenure in the 

Tennessee A.G. of'!ice aild his association·rlth the aforementioned, Percy 

Fore.man & l'lilliam L. Earr7, o'! the tru~ulness o! allegation .:nade in count-.3 

herein abo.ve,. thus violating Pl.rlntiff 1 s civil r1gh~s • 
• 

-1,91-
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47. That defetda.?lte, Judge McRae & Brenda .?ellicciotti, .:!re guilty of 

the civil ri&h,ts violation ~s follows: 

(a) o! deliberately withholding relevant portj.ons of Pltlnti.f.f'' a 

transcript from an appellate court, refered to in count-14 b above, and 

thus contr~cuted substll.Iltially to that court--u.s. '6th circuit court o! 
appeals--sustaining Judge McRae' s earlier.ruling t.herein agtlnst Plaintiff. 

48. That defendant, Judge McRae, ·is in addition guilty of the civil right'a 

violation as follows: 

' (a) o! re!using to act on a motion to t·ake perpetuating testi-

mony from defendant, Huie, in the afore=entioned evidentia~y hearing, re­

fered to in count-14 c above. 

Li.9- •. That the Plaintiff is entitled to execplary damages because defendants, 

· excluding Judge "McRae & Pellicciotti, shquld be taught that the culpabil-

-~ ty or defendants in er. indictcents were intended under the United States 

cons±itution to be decided in courts of law rather tha~ through fraudulent 

nisrepresentations in the commercial co.!!lJllun.ications industry;: and the other 

two defendants that legal requirements precede ~olitical considerations 

or biasness against a particular litig~t • 

.50. That as a result of the defendants actions cited herein the Plainti!f 

has not only been li&eled·in a maligant fashion but thoes who have the 

res~nsibil:1._ty of' upholding litigants constitutional rights have by their 

collusive acts indirectly contributed to and encouraged the libel. 

... \~IEREFORE, Plaintiff demands judgment froo defendants, ex-
• .. 

1°cluding Judge }.fcRae, punitive damages of Five hundred thousand dollars 

respectively. 

James E. Ray 
Station--A 

Nashville I Tennessee. // 

Plaintitf_~9)...,....~r, .... z-4 ..... ,L__.__l<~---_, -'......-'-}~-ee+-/''I_· ---/ .. ? 
,,. 
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State of Tennessee 
SHELBY COUNTY 

I, J. A. BLACKWELL, Clerk of the Criminal Courts of said County, do hereby certify that the fore-

1oing (S) FIVE Pages contain a full, true and perfect copy of the 

PETITION FOR WAIVER OF TRIAL .A:'JD REQUESf FOR Aq:EPTA1'l'CE OF PU:.,,<\ (')F _(i!J.t_!',.'.a__A-.~.__ __ 

ORDER Alm!ORIZING WAIVER OF TRIAL A~ ACCEPTING PLEA OF GUIL'IY .A:'ID 

VOIR DIRE OF DEFENDA:'IT ON WAIVER A'JD ORDER - OF JAMES EARL P.AY - DJCKET NID!VER R-16645 

as the same appears of record now on file in my office. 

State of Tennessee \ 
SHELBY CO'UNTY J 

In Testimony Whereof I have he_reunto set my hand and affixed the seal 

or said Court; at office, in the City of Memphis. 

tbi 16 day o ... f ___ f.JJ_G_,. ____ _...19~-

- ~r;,:,<EJJ. . Cle,> 

B;y_. ---~ ___ ..,_,n, C. 

IN THE CRIMINAL COURT OF SHELBY COUNTY, TENN. 
Memphis, Tenn. ___ P.,.U.Ct,_.l.6....fil6 19 __ _ 

I,_fil.1J.j~\{ H, Wll,.LlmS, _______ so~e and presiding Judge of the Criminal Court of said 

County Division._3 __ , certify that J. A. BLACKWELL, who gave the foregoing certificate, is. now, and 

was at the time of signing the same; Clerk of said Court, and that said Court is a Court of Record, and that 

his attestation is in due form, and his official acts, as such, are entitled to full faith and credit. 

··· ··:· Witness my hand, this.. T.d! n:--:ff-G= • .__--r _____ _.19]..§_ 

. . · . . . ~.W:,rvea:.,.,. ___ Judge .. 

State of Tennessee } 
SHELBY COU?..-TY 

I, J. A. BLAqKWELL, Clerk of the Criminal Courts of said County, certify that HON. 

WILLIAM H.WI!!_LI}MS'-----------, whose genuine official signature appears to the above 

and hereio annexed Certificate, is and was at the time of signing the same, sole and presiding Judge of the 
~ ... · ~ . 

· Crinilil.al ~urt Divisio?L.d..---, in and for the County and State aforesaid, duly commissioned and quali­

fied, and that all his official acts, as such, are entiled to full faith and credit. 

ID Testimony Whereof I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the seal 

of said Court, at office, in the City of Memphis, 

tbia 16 day nf 
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vs. NO. 16645 

J A.\fES EARL RAY 
DEF.E~vfu'iT 

PETITIO:i FOR. WAIVER OF TRI/.L l.rlD REQtr~ST FOR 
' , ACCEPTAr!CE ot PLEA oF GUILTY ' ' 

That 'Ill::/' true full ne111e is JANES EARL ·RAY 1 · end I ossert that 
911 proccctltngs cgainst me.should be had in•thc-nome which I nercby declare to be r:ay 
true no:ie. 

f·'• 
I · iry attorney in the cause is PERCY F0RE~IAN , who vac se-
. -· lccted snd retained by me.,/who vas opp9int~d .by-. the Court ll:i:~x~q:ues:t, to represent 

111e in this cause. and Hugh Stanton, Sr., Public Defender, 

. I have rec~ived a copy of. the indictcent ce.'.'ore being called upon to plead, 
and I have read and discussed it with my attorney, and believe end feel that I under­
stand t.he accusotion made agains.t me in this case and in each case listed herein. I 
hereby waive the :formal re·ading of the indictment. 

I have· told my o t.torney the facts nnd surrounding cii•cu:nstances as known 
to me concerning the matters mentioned in the indictments, .and believe and feel that 
1fIY attorney is :fully infomed as to all such matters. }ty' ottorney· has informed me 

f · at _to· the nsture and cause of· each accusation against me, and as to 11ny• and all 
possible defenses I m~ght have in this cause. 

, . l-".J attorney hos advised me as to the punisment provided by law for the 
1 ' r.f.fenses charged arid· embroccd in the indictr..ent against_. me. My attorney has further 
f_ .idvised that punish:nent which the law provides for the crime ~th whlch I. a::i. charged 

in the indictment is as follows: · 
r 
(_; d 0 ath by electrocution or confinement in the State Penitentiary for 

,~ J ife or for some· period of time over twenty (20) years 
i·., 

and ii' ,accepted by•'the Court and Jury ?Ir/. sentence on a plea of guilty will be: 

C .. canfinernPnt in the State Penitentiary for ninety-nine years (99). 

l • It bas been· f'ully explained to me and I understand tb3 t I m9y, if I s'o choose, 
· ;::>lead "?rot Guilty" to any offense chgrged against r.ie, and that if I choose to plesd "!,ot 

f, Guilty" the Constitution guarantees and this Court will provide me the right to a speedy 
L end public trial by jury; .the right to see end henr .all witnesses -against m~; the right 

to use the pol,"er ond process of the Cour.t to COillp.:!ll the production o:f a1,1y evidence, 
, \: including the attendance of any vitness, in my favor; and the right t·o have the assis­

t·. tu11e:e of counsel in my defense at all stages o:.f' the proceedings • 

. In the exercise of my own free i,rill and choice and ;.d.thout ·any threat:: or 
,Itc-essure or sny kind or promises of gain or favor .from l!ny source '1."hatsoever, and bcin6 

-:· .. ·;· .. ; ·,:.,;~~~-a',{S't"e ~r the c1.:tion I am taking, I do hereby in open Court request the Court to 
,. ; -•~: ~::cept· cy plea cf euilty to the charges outlined herein •. I hereby waive. any right· I 

'!'J3Y or ::oul.d. have to a Motion for a New Trial, and/~j ii_n appeal. 

;, . ' {_J.n,-4~ ~- ~-~-· 
. (I' Defendant () 

- .. , • ' "r , 

' ~-- ··-----

~ £~~-
. -·· . 
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_,._ 

I I 

l . 

lJ 
,· 
Ii 

i ~ l_j 

•' 

VS NO •. 16645 

.TAMES EARL BAY 

ORDER J.U!'!!ORIZING '..'AIYER 01' TRIAL JJiD ACCEPl'IIiG 
F~,\ OF GUILT".! 

·This cause cai::e on for h!!uring bet·ore the Honorable_\_'(-• __ _ 

PRESTON BATTLE J~dge o! Division __ I_I_I ____ , or the 

Criminal Court of Shelby County, Ten~esse~, on the petitiqn of the.· 

de:t"endant, JAMES EARL RAY · , :t"or Waiver of trial by jury and 

request for acceptance of a plea o! guilty, said petition being attached 

hereto end incorporated-by referen~e herein; upon statements _msde in 
· the District Attorney General, 

open Court by the defendsnt h~rein; his attorneysor r 7cord;/tne Assi~t~nt 

Attorne:r.;General repres~ntini the State of Tennessee; and from questioning 

by the Court of defendant and his counsel in open Courtj and· 

IT APPEI.RIUG TO THE CCiJRT after careful consideration that the 

de::f"er.dant herein has been fully ed_vised 11nd understands his rlght to a 

trial by jury on the ~erits of the indictm~nt again~t him, and that the 

de£endant hcr~in d~es not elect to have a jury dcter,.nne bis gui1t or 

·1nnocence under a plea of Not Guilty; and ha~ waived the for:i:al reQding 

or the indictm~nt, AUD: 

IT FURTilER AP.£'EJ.Ril!G TO T"tlE COURT that !:he de.f'endant intelligcntlj­

and understandingly waives his right to a trial and 0£ his o~'Il free will and 

choice and without any threats or pressure of any kind or promises, other 
~ 

that the recoG:1?:endation of the State os to punish.T.ent; end does desire to 

enter e plea of guilty end'accept th~ recommendation 0£ the State as to 

punisl-.aent, vllives his .J•ight to a J.:otion for a 1re...,. Trial and/or sn appeal. 

IT IS THEREFCPJ:, ORDERED, ,:oJUDGED .AND DECR:2D that the petition 

tiled herein be and the s~=c is hereby gtontcd. 

Enter· this the { _°l1\, 6 
l... - day of _r,,.,.1 .... a .... r .. c .... b _____ , 19 ~• 

JUDGE 
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r-: 
t . e. 

JUDGE 

JUDGE 

• "James Earl Ray, stand." 

"Have your lawyers explained all your rights to you and do 

you understand them?" 

DEFENDANT . "Yes" 

JUDGE "Do you know that you have a right to a trial by jury on the 

charge of Murder in the First Degree against you, the punish­

ment for Murder in the First Degree ranging from Death by 

Electrocuti~n to any time over twenty years? The burden of 

proof is on the State of Tennessee to prove you guilty be­

yond a reasonable doubt and to a moral certainty and the de­

cision of the Jury must be unanimous both ·as to guilt and 

punishment? 

In the event of a jury verdict against you, you would 

have the right to file a Motion for a New Trial addressed tc 

r DEFENDANT 

r JUDGE 
ti 

the trial judge? In the event of an adverse ruling against 

you on your Motion f_or a New Trial, you would have the right 

to s~ccessive appeals to.the Tennessee Cburt of Criminal Ap­

peals and the Supreme Court of Tennessee and to file ape­

tition for review by the Supreme Court of the United States? 

Do you understand that you have all these rights?" 

"You are entering a plea of. Guilty to Murder in the First 

Degree as charged in the Indictment and are compromising 

and settling your case·on agreed punishment of ninety-nine 

years in the State ~enitentiary. Is this what you want to 

do?" 

r: 
L 

DEFENDANT "Yes" 

JUDGE "Do you understand that you are waiving, which means "giving 

up". a.formal trial by your Plea of Guilty although the laws 

of this State require the prosecution to present certain evi­

dence to a jury in all cases of Pleas of Guilty to ~urder in 

the First Degree? 

f. 
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Page 2 A 
Voir Dire of De.dant on Waiver and Order 

By your plea of guilty you are also waiving your rights 

to (1) Motion for a New Trial; (2) Successive Appeals to 

the Tennessee Court of Criminal Appeals and the Supre·me 

Court of Tennessee; (3) Petition foi Re~iew ·by the S~preme 

Court of. the Uni_ted .States. 

By your plea of guilty you are also abandoning and 

waiving your objections and exceptions to all the Motions 

and Petitions in which the Court has heretofore ruled against 

yo~ in whole or in part\ -among them bein·g: 

1. Motion to withdraw plea and quash indictment 

2. Motion to inspect evidence 

3. Motion to remove lights and-cameras from jail_ 

4. Motion for private consultation with.attorney 

S. Petition to authorize defendant to take depo~itions 

6. Motion to permit conference with Huie 

7. 

8. 

9. 

I 10. 

Motion to 

Motion to 

Motion to 

Suggestion 

permit photographs 

d~signate court reporters 

stipulate testimony 

of· proper name" 

'DEFENDANT "Yes" 

JUDGE "Has anything besides this sentence of ninety-nine years in 

the peniteritiary beeri promised to you to get. you to plead 
-

guilty? Has anything else been promised you by anyone?" 

DEFENDANT "No" 

JUDGE "Has any pressure of any kind, by anyone in any way been 

used on you to get you to plead guilty?" 

DEFENDANT ":-to" 

JUDGE "Are you pleading guilty to ~!urder in the First Degree in 

this case because you killed Dr. Hartin Luther King under 

such circumstances that would make you legally guilty of 

Mu:rder in the First De.gree under the law as explained to 

you by your lawyers~• 

UEFENDA~T "Yes" 
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Pase 3 
Voir Dire of Defendant on Waiver and Order 

JUDGE '.'Is this Plea of Guilty to Mur~ei- in the First Degree with 

agreed punishment of ninety-nine years in the State ·Peni­

tentiary, freely, voluntarily and understandingly made and 

entered by you?" 

DEFENDANT "Yes" 

JUDGE "Is this Plea of Guilty on your part .the free act of your 

free will, made.with your full knowledge and understanding 

DEFENDA!iT 

JUDGE 

of its meaning and consequences?" 

"Yes" . 

"You may be seated." 
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EXHIBIT 17 
(Classified) 
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DOJ-1977-02 

EXHIBIT 18 
(Classified) 
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TO 

FR.OM 

SUBJECT: 

OPTIONAi. FORM NO, 10 va·. 
JULY 11173 EDITION 

;~;;~;

1S;~;~-~l-~o RNMENT ·• Memorandum 
SAC, LOS ANGELES (44-1574) DAm: 5/L!P 
SA RICHARD M. WOOLF 

MURKIN 

On 5/16/77, LES SUZUKAMO, reporter, UCLA 
"Daily Bruin" telephone 825-2638, telephtinically advised 
that MARK LANE had made an appearance at UCLA on 5/16/77, 
and had talked about his new book concerning the assass­
ination of MARTIN LUTHER KING. Among other things, 
according to SUZAKAMO·,- LANE a~leges that the FBI was 
responsible for the death of KING, that the FBI had no 
basis for investigating KING, that the FBI conducted an 
illegal wiretap of KING, etc. 

In response to inquiry, SUZAKAMO was furnished 
information as set forth in Bureau letter dated 4/21/76, 
entitled, "MEDIA RELATIONS, RESPONSE TO CRITICISM OF 
FBI CONCERNING ACTIONS TAKEN AGAINST MARTIN LUTHER KING, 
JR. II 

For information. 

SEARCHED INDEXED 
S£RIAUZED~FILED_~ 

MI\Y 2 71977 
FBI - LOS ANGELES 

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 
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FD-350 (Rev. 11-11-75) • • 
/ 

r:::::;:==::;:::;;:;::::=::=-::;;--=::::::==:,=;;-:=~(M,;,;o~u,;;,nt;,,,,;_C.:..:li~p!:.:piwn=-g...:.:in~S!:.:po:.:c::e__:B:.:e:.:l:.ow::!...) -----------+-_LI ___ _J/' 
~':n' LQ~es~~~V'{a~; I 

In King Murder. , 1 · 

' 'NAS,H.VILLE, Tenn. (AP).~ 'l'he, man wliQ '1eci" police td 
e rifle which investigators believ~ 'killed 'Dr. Martir\ 
. er King Jr. was depie~. a $100,000 :mvard. Monday· (!f, 

end for help in c;on ipgthe killer, . : •·: ,. ,.: : 
. Charles Quitman St he11s1. w.ho · liyed • in the roomipg 
. se:,.vhere the shot tha .. l~ ~mg wi,1sJjJ1;!d op ApriL4J 

i9&8t tpl<l police then that he .s!iw'.a mati:,running fro~ a 
broom carrying a long package. A rifle with the finger~ 

· ts.!)f James Earl Ray was found inside later. . . . . •
1 Ray now is serving a 9~year sentence at Brushy· Moun; 

· State Prison after pleading guilty to murder in King's 
th. , ·• ... . . . . ' 

Stephens ias held' in the Shelby County jai_l at Memphis! 
11fter the slaying as a material witnei,s in the case. , ,.. · 

Judge: Charles A. Rood denied the rewards bllc;;iuse; 
Stephens gave police n:iost of his inf0In1ation before theJ·.e~· 
\Val'ds. were posted andJt. did not lead "to the identification, 
lllJXi arrest of James Earl Ray as murderer.'' · • . , , '.; 

The state Court. of Appeals upheld Judge· Rond's ruling.! 
;fudge Charles E. Neani.e dissented from that portion which'; 
~teld, in effect, that .Stephens' giving information to the1 
police before the rewards were posted disqualified him. , 

If that ·were the case, Neame said, it would encourage'. 
citizens to wait "until the pot is right" be(ore giving infor-,, 
mation to police. ; · · · ·. . '

1 

-Nearne agreed Stephens' information was not essential to: 
~he case against Ray, which Ray still is fighting despite his:, 
guilty plea. ' . I 

The Memphis Publislling Co. had offered $50,000 cir the re­
ward. Other donors inclucjed:, The Memphis Chamber of: 
Commerce, Downtown Association and: Future Memphis 

I
Jnc.,:$25,000; Mrs; Wells Awsumb,' $1,000; Na~ional Alliance· 
\of Postal E!Jlployes, $10,000; City of Memph~s. $5,000; ctti: 

1 

LC9UDCi!men, $$,915, plus $85 in cash d_onations .. _ ~ __ -=:>___: 
I 

<Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 

A-9 HERALD EXAMINER 
LOS ANGELES, CA 

Dlitb: 5/24/771 
E~ition1'ue~day1 Latest 

Author: 
Editor:Donald Goodenow 
Title: MURKIN 
I I 
I 
Cp.aracter: 

, or C.R. 
I 

Classification: 

S*bmittM!uhire: 157 4* 
: Los Angeles 

CJ Being Investigated 
.,., ~· '1l:ll; 

FBI/DOJ 
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B'T:>-35b (Rev. 11-11-75) 

I ' 

I ,, fforney~•says·r~\ 
rJ9~t--Tr!gf _ i!i--Fs~_-~ 
:, · ,., · · .Ll-JOYllOROWITZ __ . __ :~ ---·-1 ,.....,,,(I,...n-di,-c-a;-te_p_a_g.._e_, -n-am_e _o_f __ _ 

• H~rald-Examiner Staff Writer :i , , 1 · t d t I ' James Ear:I Ray, convicted assassin of Martin Luther' newsprper, Cly an s ate.) 
~nKJr., rscaped ftom 'the Brushy Mountain Peniientiary al 
~~ek and a ~alf ag~ not to flee ,prison., but to "esc*pe into ai 
,courtroom,'oneof'hislawyershassaid. 1,. , A-3 IHERALD EXAMINER 
I . fa,a)l exclusi\1e interview with The Heraid-Examiner,I LOS ANGELES, CA 
;attorne;r t"1ark ~e, of Washington, D.C., said ,that ~ay,I 
1who !'!as_ ~ttempted1to be tried for the murder- of King, fled1 

~rom prison so that his.case could finaily come to.· triaL I 
f "What he had planned was if he got off the (prison): 
rail and escaped from the mountainous regions &r Terines-! 
~· and, got to a por~ation ce~ter, ~e was going ~o call his! 
rttomey and have : him negotiate With the government - I 

1
state and .federal, ",11 Lane said. . ii .1 

l 
. "The terms he had in mind ~hen he escaped ~ere thati 

~~d:ould surrende~-i~ h~;_ w~s guaranteed a tri;r1,,, Lan~'. 

1 
. ~ay never lia~ Ileen trfeafof King's murd~r smcefie: 

1
entered a guilty plra on March 1~, 1969. ~e U.S., ~upre_me1

, 

.Court recently refl)sed .to allow him to withdraw,: his gmlty
1 

P, lea , J, , • II 
• ' ' ', " J 

: "in,:essence, 'l said J.ane, who became Rayj~ attorne~ 
two days ago along with Tennessee attorney Jae~ Kershaw,: 

\
"he was· not trying so much to escape from ,~e BrushY, 
!Mountain Penitent~ary as to escape into a courtr,oom. '.' ·; 
I Ray, who is serv:ing a 99-year prison sentence, has

1 tI,aimed that. his original guilty plea was coerfed by his 
,awyer at the ti~~. Percy Foreman. . J 1 
I. Ray claims a •mysterious man named "Raoul"

1 1urnished' the m~ney for a rifle Ray : bought i~hich wa~ 
tappar~ntly' used t?· kill King in Memphis on Apljil 4, 1968. 

1 \ . B0;t he has ~aid he did not know "Raoul" 'planned on, 
shooting: King. , jr . Ii , · : 
[ Ra_y_ is eX])ected to be indicted for .escaniril! Drison; aJ 
~elony;by a,Tenntssee_graµ~ j~ next week. ,

1 
. i 

I Lane said his legal strategy will, be to try f he, case 0~ 

I 
the murder of Ma.:rtin ,._uther King in Rafs escape trial. I 

' I' ' /I I · · · .. u., is •Olir cclnter\tion that Ray is wrongfµlly at the! 
t.',enit~ntiary_-inU1~,first place because he w,as·,c~rced:,'.int~i 
pleading gwlty,. aqd th~refore, he cannot lawfuIJy esc

1
ape, · · / 

~ne de~lared; r · ·, , , : -ii : -. · '•; 
1 ,"The trial o, the., death of Martin :Luthet King ha~1 
hever t~ken placet. We hope ~o tum the tnal of ~~mes Earl 
Ray fofi; escaping into the fn'St legal confrontation ·of thej 
rvi(\enc1 abou~ ~o kiil~d ~r. King.·: _ _ Ii _ i \ 
, , _ tane, who said h.e. last spoke. with ·Ray Apnl 2~. said/ 
that ·11e will attempt. to' call key witnesses invohr~d with the I 
'IG.ng assassination, inc100ing! "all tile people in t'lle ra1 whi.j 
masterminded the destroy-King squad" and former :Mem~1 
phis ... P.o. lice Chief Frank . Holloman,. a J. Edgar HOO\'·e~tl 
~ajid~IJ!.g . and th~ man. who was responsible f~ilf' 
\he secuntyl~ !Ong the~ wasjlM..l-', 

I 

7 
~ 

Date:j 6/22/77 · 
Editi nWednesday Latest 
Auth~r:J oy Horowitz 

I . 
Editor:Donald Goodenow 
Title! MURKIN 

'I : 
Character: 

I 
or

1 
C .R • 

Clas~iftit!..ofl'.J._ 157 4 * Subm1ttmf( Otl'ice: 
I, .1 s n e · es 

l 
JUN~~~~1977 

I FBI-LOS 
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ft 
'. 

I 

:I 

I 
• I 

'I 

·I. 
I • •••• . . ·•· . . 

r-·-::;- -r.ane:,mrt1tef -cnar~'":u1ac the-FB~-na ::-
~urisillct•o1' · in trying "'to· .apprehend Ray sin . 

, ~barged wit'1 ~ state crime, not,'ff~deral one.. , · ,, .; , -:"'·> 
- :/ \: '"Kershaw (Ray'~ oUrer ,~tfomey.) :bas foforined ;m1 

~lt~t' on:e prisoner pick~ UP. (be(ore Ray was· eaptu~) wa~ 
~c,~ually 'beaten by ari FBI agenUor the purpose· of ~orcm~ 
mm to tell where Ray was because too FBI was amnous·to' 
~~P;ture Ray ~fore 'th~ '1ocal; authorities; c1tdt

1 

·b~\ 
cla1ined. · 1 · • , . • '"°1 

!I - . . , . ' , , . . ~ , i "'.,''< ·-! 
, .. ~~uest of that ·us ,go. ng,,to be aa>id io~affidavtt.s ,iJii 
court.;' · ' I - ,. • • __ • ,' •• _. ,-- _- • - ,:.:..~_,_; _ - i,))-.-'"; 1 

I I 

I! 

. I I· 
.I ' , . 

! I 

·I 

I' 
I! 

I ' 

I I 
. ·I 
I. I 

. rl 

I' 

. ,I 

. I 

· I 

\. 

/. 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



OPTIONAL FORM NO, 10 • 
JULY 1873 EOITION ·• 
GSA FPMR i'I CFRI 101-11,11 , 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT • 
Memorandum 

TO ADIC, LOS ANGELES' (44-1574) DATE: 9/9/77 

FROM 

/SUBJECT: HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE 
ON ASSASSINATIONS 

Re Los Angeles airtel to Bureau dated 8/22/77. 

JOHN ALDHIZER, FBI Headquarters, Extension 3685, 
advised that a review of the Los Angeles Office submission 
in this matter in connection with the MARTIN LUTHER KING 
case reflected the following serials were missing from Los 
Angeles file 44-1574: 

✓ Volume I Serials 2, 61, 62, 85-87, 89 

Volume II - Serials· 226-231 
r,~Q. ¼ ¼c.e::CS..'::t. 

Volume IV - Serial 551 .-----1 tJ rycc-0-

707,@,~ Volume V Serials 

Volume VI - Serials 1034, 1036 

Volume VII- Serial 1288 w 

Volume VIII Serials 1480,, 1507, 1510 

Volume IX - Serials 1652, 1754 

Volume X Serials 1818, 1832, 1873, 1895 

ALDHIZER stated that he desired that the file be 
reviewed again to see if these serials are actually missing 
and if they are, submit explanations as to what happened to 
them. In many cases these serials will probably have been 
misserialized or an incorrect serial number placed on them 
which is a satisfactory explanation. · 

If some of these serials are not missing, they should 
be Xeroxed and sent to the Bureau so that they may be added 
.to .the file prior to the submission to the 

Mr. ALDHLZER requested that this 
9/23/77. 

y J:--/P/·'(1 

House Select Co!1r1it~~/' -
l/--l/.- l 5""7,-/ /<ow 

be handled rior to 
EARCHED ••. J./) ..... 1 N DEXED~-­

ERI IZED •• ~.FILED. •• ,. ······-
REK:cea . ) // p}~tJ.f2. ~ilJ,-
(2) w~ V"" r 

Buy U.S. Savings Bon1s Regularly on the. Payroll Sa. · 

0, 1'9•·. // 
~ . . ... 
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FD-:lE; -~[lo,·\ 7-27-76) 

-- --
TRANSMIT VIA: 

Cl Teletype 

CJ Facsimile 

Gd Airtel 

.. 

[] !111med iat.e 

D Priority 

D Houl.i11c 

FBI 

CLAS SlFJC.'\'I'IQ;'~: 

D TOP SECRE,T . 

0 SECH!~T 

0 CONFIDENTIAL 

0 EF 'I' 0 

D CLEAR 

Dale 
9/22/77 

I 
I 

(l 
I 
I 
I 
I 

----------------------·-------------------------------

I . 

I 

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI . 
ATTN: JOHN ALDHIZER 

FROM: ADTC, LOS ANGELES @1574) (2) (P) 

SUBJECT: HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE 
ON ASSASSINATIONS 

Re Bureau telephone call to Los Angeles dated 
9/9/77. 

Enclosed for the Bureau are the following serials 
concerning the MARTIN LUTHER KING investigation contained 
in Los. Angeles 44-1574: 

Volume 

Volume 

Volume 

Volume 

Volume 

Volume 

Volume 

Volume 

Volume 

2 - Bureau (Enc. 
(})- Los Angeles 

RAS/dw (¥ 
( 4-) 

I 

II 

IV 

V 

VI 

VII 

VIII 

IX 

X 

9) 

Serials 2, 61, 85-87, 89 

Serials 226-231 

Serial 551 

Serial 707 

Serials 1034, 1036 

Serial 1288 

Serials 1480, 1507, 1510 

Serials 1652, 1754 

Serials 

l 'c·r ...... 

., 
I 
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• •• 
LA 44-1574-. 

It should be noted that serials 748 and 908, 
located in Volwne V1 are missing. A review of this' 
volume failed to locate the missing two serials, and 
Los Angeles is unable to determine whether they are 
misfiled or the serials in Volume V were misnumbered. 
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SitcH':io! h1.,d!i.'!\l hut:~ict:c,1.n: 

ri:11m,i1\ h-Ul\tM! <:it mvr:irm.;/\.rni,w 
COMM.tH{iOlfl'H)li;~- SECHOl11 

At t<·rnt:i.011: gr,.. Ron Pe1:>l(~t•s'r.:m. $quad N2. 
I , •• 

H<~~it:itie 
••-.1:l~ .. v.....-..---• 
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~~ti'..ri·:s:•- ,1, ,:y·:.::;,1,'I-~. ~•;J;-:~ 
~a;..6,;..f'.~~1· ·1\', r,Y .. 1.~~. 1:.t1. 

December 2, 1917 

•r1·1 e rfo :nc r ~b 11$) G r:iJ; f\L n i'.:L n e 11 
~~~~r~a,r c~~~1~~p1 A~ ¥hR Unf~$A .,_,._t.,., ,_,,,.,.),_,..;,,1.{'\..,_.,',,r ,1~.l Wk .. 4,)... ¥'..!... k-,r.,.-u-- AJ,,~'-7'-""\...>\ 

D,?.partr~_ent c;i: iJu.s:·l~iGe 

D&putv Assistant Attornev General - ~ ~ 

\.:.:c J,~rt:t~~{il [iJ.. V 'l t~iO:t) [· RC)0!11 2 ~Ll,3 

uJ(..,(i '- , .. 1,0 4- ('\ 
-,, -.: , .... .i½.:I ............. 

I J'.~K\)i\lJt, ,:1:: :: 
-· "'"" ~ .., I,. ,.,~ '-"" 

(.7) Voti~:c 
8t,<::;ii1. 

Regist~ation Stub 
( lL:/l 4) 
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>i,1, • • I 

(LO) j)p.i,;,s of RI!}' l?llot.os - ',1.%\/ (lllb!'>) 

{ J .t) .. J_.h--J.~(~.t,;!> phr:>to ~ ~)fl ~1 Wn!~5 'E;:i; 1 nay t;f.!.h.Hti l/11 /f.i 6 
~a'i'M · · 

t •i "' : ,\ .• r,· _ .. ,,,, __ .,a,,~o-"'.;,~!.~,.~.'.=··: • • f D ~ 1 ~ · c· l ·1.,} 
\.1..-t>) ~£\.,", , ,._,.1 __ :· pncn::.{)$ o-- 1 y1·e1., i:;enn:-...G .t1 ""· . 

("'::ti ~'.1'•h,-•,:,•· '-"'l~,-.,.~,O"" ,..,r. 'I?,~, ..... i'."'-':!,')''t,·:;. '"'r;i'f.!.. ·t' t,\,.,,.,, '<\n,·•::.mht:.,·•• ~ J.. h-· 1 , ~-. ¼,, .. ....., ,....,. __ e L .... J-~A-~. ~"" o ~~ 1~ ,Fd},,...,· ""~-\.'"' l .. -a- t,-1 f .. , \,·....... u .... _ ..... k .u lr.-\.:•l' iii.,,v- vt... .. ,t .. i;i.,,- .~- .~ p.· 

-9G't {Vi.ex.i.co City} 0,a7 !,"i) 

( '1 4.·_) f•,,c·, ,-,t .. : .. \'f".,:')t;, "(:- ,JP,l"t$••''" l.•Y1 "fi•;,~d,_,,~Ji( ... r.,,~h.""''·"'l'~f'., f)/;'~.r~B} ,.L,., . , , 4#~J1< ... "!:>-o'V,t;,) V,"'-' _.,;_,,.,h ... ,i:.t- ~ra_,, • .,; .. vv~•-~ ,._~ i,."J:-...-•~i'.t,l-..-,'4.~ ... ":;•l~b.,. 

.\ I 

, , J I 

LUH Two photos of Jc:::rmM:i tvall is ,rertH)).~ CU1ltlJ) 

t " Fl )!}1·~,"'~ nhr,·t·..,,'-" "'"'t:'1' "'"'l"'n t":"t",~.;..,l ""';, ,._,;:: '1•.,,,,,.,,,:.,,t, r~·,, ..... l >',1a~;-
.,it1-•~;;t: ,-, ,:..;.¼->:'\:;. !,,,""~1""~•,;-'" •\i-1·1~ 1~<.J.,;. . . \:./,.}.,.;;,.,; J~~7"~.t.,-,..~ ~I·.~..., t~~:--•ti'{,.,l:,, .hll(it/,,,. .... J~\t,,'4:.£6 

frt'·m ') c.: n,•,-t·~" r~··----~e,•--~lon 1 "l 1 0i) ~!-~ .•• J.H:, (..i,. t .... ?J, ,~Vt~.,.~J., tll"l-l...,"J:. ;,..,,-".-,.-"\..,~.,_, , .. t.,!.:,,k< i. 

(.171;(1rh:i:i:;e photo,~ (lf a :ct:f.s t.' s C:(;.rieiipt.ir.).n. tif J c:u,H:H::- c ~ ,. 
Hardin { l.alOB) 

GRHtmka. 
cc nant(f (.:.,, crrnltH)n 
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AIR MAIL 

12/14/77 

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 

FROM: SAC, LOS ANGELES (44-1574) (C) (2) 

SUBJECT: MURKIN - 1· 

CIVIL RIGHTS ( Ci) 

Re Bureau facsimile letter to Los Angeles, 12/14/77, 
with copy of Select Committee on assassination to Attorney 
General, dated 12/2/77. 

Enclosed for the Bureau is one package containing 
17 sets of documents requested in letter from Attorney General 
BELL. 

Colored photographs, C-1A31, of THOMAS LAU and 
ERIC s. GALT forwar~ed to,Bureau by airtel 4/15/68. 

,; 

2 - Bureau (Enc. 1 Package) r,, 
'i"l' - Los Angeles 

I• l 
l 1 I 

JHM/dga cl-' > 
(3) ti 

\.. ,! I,.. 
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7

:~·~·•. ·• •?!~:?f L:~·=;-~;·_-~5~s~:c;!o:,::~i~:~~:~:~:~.,. . 
. ·--·.,,._I,_~ 

D Teletype ___ .. D Immediate__ . _ _ _ D TOP SECRE! ~::..-_.J __ : __ -_: __ -_ ..... __ 
D Facs.imile -... ~---_ · .--□ -Puouty -- -- •··· --- ------ -□ SECRET .... - :::=.cf. -~-r-- .:'.~-- _--. -- · 
El Airtel -'· D Routine D CONFIDENTIAL [ - 1 - . · · 

. . ,,. . .. . . - .. D E F T O -- · .. ·:,·: ·::_'·.----1·····--~--'! .,_,,~~---.-,- _-,--, - -

D CLEAR I 
. I 

- Date 2/9/78 I 
------- ----------------------------- ------- 1 __ 1 ---- --

TO: DIR!i~~~, -~~~a~!~si~Jil 0 
iNQUIRY -UNIT,--- --- --1-- __ ._ ----~------------·--. 

·-- . ··· -- · RECORDS MANAGEMENT DIVISTON -- ---~:-: --~---'c--~~~--·::--·----··----- -
- .. -~ •·/--·_::--.,·--·_--,--: :_-:··:'··---: ··:·- ·:-;·.-:,··:::: '-·- :~ ·-·:· ·:, __ :--_-~:_:_-;:-_·~:':< -.:--~--f-:_:J,Ti~:--;~~-\:_s:--t·_·::;· --

FROM: SAC, LOS ANGELES (44-1574)(2) · ·. · ·1 .. · ... ·· . · 
- • • ' P - ~ - - -.-- •• ~ d ~•• -~- -=-•~-~- • ... :. - • ~ • • ~,, - --- •• •~·--. ~ ,-.~ -. •~-:.:•.•"~•: '.: .. ~~.~-~•~• -~- "e ,• "r,", •• •.•,.• ~.: •~:. :,~--~_: :•-=-.. -.•~~~~:~.::~~~~-~~:.:,.~-~~d~~~~ -•~;~: ~• ~~;~~ :-. •. •-• • - O • • 

RE: HOUSE SELECT COMMITTE_E ·_ ... - . : ___ . _': __ ·· .·:"--~"-··: . .r_-----~~~ . . . . 
. PN ;~s;~~INATIO~,:,,~,-" ,,,,~ /'~;;::;;;,~!2,~:~:F=·~:1,'; , •·-.;:.: .. 

Re teleph.one call of J .• T. ALDHIZER to ;Los · - ·, ·. '- · 
Angeles, 2/8/78. · · · · ! · -; : 

1 - . . '. ~ -_;' . 
Enclosed f.or the Bureau are ·two co~ies_ eadh - .... 

of three serials from Los Angeles file 44-1574. Th~se. 
serials are as follows: Serial 1957, serial 1843, nd 
serial 1282. .-(&j· .. _.• .. 

. . 

3 - Bureau (Enc. 6) 
{P - Los Angeles 

/}ffoAS/nj s 
'{ ( 4) 

OFFICE COPY 

Approved: Tu(U!( 

- l* -

Transmitted _________ _ Pr _____ _ 
(Number) (Time) 

GPO : 1977 0 - 225-539 
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FD-350 (Rev. 10-19-77) 

Otter to ;kill:: 
J<in·9'bei~9· · --1. _. ... ;; ., -.._,,: ".. . . I 

examined ' 
~--w ASHINGT01~r~{lJPff'":_:-·~-An 
t°SI ~~~µiai;i~~i~ Weiinesday 
P1e House · Assassinations -·-Coin-: mfr~ is investigiiting ,a'::·repoi-E'. 
that a'. St. Louis ·'man clairiii:i" hei­
refused a $50,00Q offer to assassi1i". 
iiate Martin Luther King."-'_:' .. 1r 

The New York ·Times reported·! 
l\Tednesday-...J:tus'selt G. Byers; •S·'. 
former auto part.k·aealet;·saffi'he<

1 

~a-~offere<f the money-in ·1966 "01' 
I 967 - · behalf ~-a grotip or:buSi-'. 
nessmen• kill ·King, but'had 
refused. ·. .. ·•:·:· .-· · . : ,.,,. _:, 1 

,,;., Jarnei; Earl Ray ,is s~rving a 99-
year' prison term;. having pleaded 
guilty to murcferirig_ King in 
~emphis in I~. ;He since has 
~laimed he .was the '".fall guy" -for 
someone he identified only . as 
~•Raoul·"' · ~-- :·: 
;: G, R~ber:tJ3la~~y,-:Chief counsel 
and· director of the House panel 
investigating . the ·assassinations 
pf King' and Jo,hn :F. Kennedy,., 
would not comment on the Times 
story~ latest in a series·of uncor­
~borated- claims -~y-persons who 
said ,they .were offered money ·tf> 
ltilJ l(Jng. . . :t.' ·_ C •• 

' But an FBI spokesman said '1the 
~se. ~ a_t present ~ng irivestigaf­
ed by the House Select Committee 
on Assassinations.•~~-•. ·\ . . . 
. J.JJ'I _ le~rned Byers; 46, ·was in­
terviewed. several.'-'times -this 
spring· by committee ·'-'inve~tiga­
tori;, who have heard sooresofwit-
·nesses; ·---= .. -· -·· . ~ ·\' · "'}"~ :;./ .. ·:.· · ·. .-.-... _ .... 
: _,The Times sal<:J-Byers told .the 
£O~qii~t~~ 0 he -'.:lta_d been ap· 
proactied-by two men --- ho.th no.w 
dead "'.""" iil late 1966:ot ear1y"i,'9671,El 
~~~King.,,:· ;'·;r''t.·,:, :·i, .· 

:--- The -account,- .-.the .T1mes-saJd, 
u:J'~as'spurred atf_intense inquiry 
by investigators for the• committee 
J?rgel_y _ becau!,e ·M;r: .Byer's' 
)jrother-in~law,-,~ohn · -Spica,• was 
serving a murder ,terin at ihiitiine'. 
pf ~h~~l\_~~ o!f¢.r ~:fll!\Mi_s~\l~i 
State Pemtent1ary -where .James 
~ri.Ray;,.was also a pr.i$0IJ~r, T}i.e 

. ~mmittee ,plans to-administer-- -a 
~etector·c~t ,to ·Mr. :!!4,,as:,a 
resulioflrvers reoort. "'." · . · .. , · . 

(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 

(Ind' cate page, name of 
ne spaper, city and state.I 

I=. THE VALLEY NEWS 
VAN NUYS, CA 

Dat: 7 /27 /78 
Edi iod?hursday Final 

Tiu : OFFER TO KILL 
KING 

Ch acter: 

o MURKIN 
Cla sifi'j{!! : 
Submit'ttng · 

m\lGIN-'l T 
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 

'Evjdence iri ·Kiqg death viewed 
• • • ' ;, • ••• 1,,- ,__ ·- •-- -

.· WASHINGTON (UPI) ....:. '.l'he House Reports of the shooting said.the bullet 
Assassinations Committee·today 'viewed was fired at Kirig from the bathroom of 
photographs of Martin Luther King Jr. a cheap Memphis rooming house near­
~~n just after he was murdered and by. King was standing on the seond floor 
heard testimony from pathological ex- balcony of the motel. _ ·. · 
perts on the April' 4, 1968, shooting ·in Blakey said several questions arose 
Memphis, Tenn. . . . : after the autopsy performed by Dr. Jer­
. ·The committee, in. its second day of 'ry T. Francisco, the medical examiner 
public testimony on the death of the of-Shelby County; Tenn. . · 
civil rights leader, sought to dispel ques- "The angle of traj~tory and bullet 
tions about the 'trajectory of the fatal tract through .the body, for' example, 
bullet. . , . . . !were not clearly delineated," Blakey 
J.-The pictm-es were grim. " . . · · !continued. "Questions arose also over 
··.0ne was taken-from behind King _·the pathological findings.'' 
revealing the back of his head and a _; King's chief aide, Ralph David Aber­
conspicuous lump several inches below: nathy, told the committee Monday he 
the left shoulder where the bullet wasl was convinced King was the victim of a 
imbedded after entering his body1conspiracy ~d that Ray, who pleaded 
through the lower right jaw. · I guilty and was n~ver tried,. could not 
_, Experts said the bullet apparently have done everything alone . 

. smashed through King's spinal column TheJ1eavyset Bantist preacher sat 

. and, in the- words of one witness, would alone at a felt-covered tabl~ before _the 
•. have left him a ."yegetable" had he House ~embers, ~rranged ~ two tiers 
Jived: .. _ · · · _ . · · . before him, and fidgeted with a purple 

. Anoter_ picture showed King's neatly ballpoin~ pen while he testified. 
knotted tie, the neckband severed wher When it was the turn of Rep. Yvonne. 
the bullet had cut through. . ~rathwa~te Burke, D-Calif., to question 

·· Today's panel of medical ·experts was him, l\e interrupted her to say he was 
assembled to determine.if the prelimin-, glad a woman was on the committee. 
ary medical ·treatment administered to' He said he tried to fight for the rights of 

. King was adequate from the time he all minorities - women included . 

. · was taken by ambulance from the Lor- Abernathy said he went in the am­
; r-aine Motel to St. Joseph's Hospital bulance with his stricken leader to St. 
· where he· died about an hour after the Luke's.hospital where a doctor told him, 
shooting. · . · . , : . · · . "It would be an act of µiercy if he pas-
'. • The experts were also asked to review ses away:" .· . · · · · . 
1he autopsy report and the exhibits and ''The bullet entered his cheek, se­
.to determine if the trajectory ·of the bul-i vered -the spine and ended up in the 
i let ~'indicates the point of '.origin of the! che$t," Abernathy said. He quoted the 
: ~hot", . - · · , · .' · ·. 1 doctor as saying "he'd be a vegetable all 

·.' Finally, ·they. were ;_asked 'if the his life if he lived." . . 
jiamage to King's body and clothing was About oqe _hour after King was shot, 
e,onsistent _with what could be expected Abernathy said, ''he died in my arms." 
from a projectile of the type recovered . "I believe very firmly the assassina­
from the body. . . _ . . tion was a political assassination," Ab­
{; Convicted assassin· James Earl Ray ernathy said. '!I believe it was a conspir­
~es the witness stand Wednesday. . · ,acy. I believe it was an assassination to 
~- Robert Blakey,· the assassination kill the dream, the American dream of 
· el's chief counsel and ~taff director, bl~r)s a?Jd whites, rich a~d 022r, brown 

~
~~f e:c :~:o~~ :: 1and yello~." /1 

/ ;. -~s.{, -,. . 

ing autopsy were designed to try to , 
~l •~disagreement over·tJ;m pgint, of r 

gm otAAi!l!ta.t ~ot, ¥,sian-u, ""'. ~. ,, .. 

(Indicate page, name of 
nerpap~. dcy and ,tale,J 

P~.6-EVENING OUTLOOK 
SANTA MONICA, CA 

T 

L.,8/15/78 
Editicl'iuesday Final 
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or 
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Submitting Office: , I:) r'} \ 
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I 
But he could offer-no.proof. · 
CtUHg Kfflg's J:>ehavior in the days be­

fore the April 4_, 1968, shooting, Aberna­
thy said he believed King had been fore­
warned by someone of an imminent at-
tack on his life. 

"He was troubled, nervous, very jit­
tery ... at points frightened," Abernathy 
-said .. -"l think he had received some 
word from some ·source that he was 
going to be assassinated." 

After the .three-hour committee ses-· 
sion, · Abernathy told reporters he be­
i lieves King's' killers were lielped by 
;''.people in high places." -Asked if this 
:would. include the late FBI Director J. 
Edgar Hoover, Abetnathp,epli9'1, "I 
>w6bmn t e1hninate_Mr. Hoover.," . 

• 
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