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Kathv Norton, 21, a mi.i,:ti.,..skix.tcd 

G "') f,f, "'I"" y ":). f" ("I,,_ Fl ... J'\ , __ d__,a{1ce instructor at the studio, said 
r_•_,J-~ ~- 1 f f __ i{ f-;{ __ , f l.1 ! of the former pupil, "He told me he 
~1 tl I 11. i ~ \J-.. R "' had a restaurant or bar along the 

L · · -~ coast of Mexico somewhere. He told 

2 S I I I ~ me the name but I've forgotten." 

( ·1 I'. rd s =, 0 r/ t"\ Sl1e sa1·c1 G:olt ,vas ver.v varn1e about _ . l) \J L. i tJ l G his 1Iexicouconnectlons. b' 

Andreas Jorgensen, 45, another 

b I,,,. r'° I t· f instructor, said, "One time I talked 

''' 

""~_)_\_·./._ \ ('(~n\'f' with him for an hour and tried to 

J L.Y ·~ JV i l I) break him down. En~ry time the 
._,,,, conversation got personal he be­

He Studied Ba rtending 
in City and Took Dc111ce 
Lessons in Long Beach 

BY JOHN EENDALL 
Times Slaff Writer 

The trail of the elusive Eric Star­
vo Galt, accused slayer of Dr. ]\far­
tin Luther King, led Wednesday to 
a Long Beach dance studio and a 
Los Angeles bartcnding school. 

In Long Beach, the manager of 
the National Dance Studios, 2026 Pa­
cific Ave., acknowledged that Galt 
had attended classes there from mid­
December to Feb. 12. 

came quiet. He was a clam." 

Galt Hacl White Automobile 
Joro-ensen said he had noticed Galt 

drive 
O 

av.ray in a white automobile 
but did not recall the make. 

Arvidson said that on Feb. 12 Galt 
left before completing all 50 hours 
of dance instruction that were due 
him. "He said he planned to open a 
bar in the Los Angeles area. That 
v,:as the reason he gave us for lcav­
in 0· before the course was completed. 
H; wanted to concentrate on his bar­
tendino- course" ArYidson said. 

The bdirector' of the International 
School of Bartending, 'l'omas Reyes 
Lau, disclosed that a man called 
Eric S. Galt was graduated from the 
school March 2. 

Rod Arvidson, 46, the manager, Lau said FBI agents visited his 
said that shortly after the murder ·or~--;;r1e-story, store-front schooi-a~~-2-1-;:-5 
Dr. King and the mention of Galt 
in news broadcasts, Arvidson 
thought he recognized the name. 

Upon checking his enrollment rec­
ords, Arvidson found a listing for a 
pupil who had signed his riame Eric 
S. Galt. 

The I•~BI was called and they im­
pounded the school's enrollment rec­
ords, Arvidson said. 

Recalls Galt Had l\Ioney 
An·ir:bon al;::o recalled th2.t Galt 

11-1d mo,11,y. He peeled out fi\·2 $20 
bills for the Sl00 deposit on his les­
sons and then returned th~ next 
time ·with $163 to pay for his course 
in cash. 

"He seemed to be a Southern gen­
tleman ... He was neatly dressed 
but not sharply dressed, except for 
the alligator shoes he wore all the 
tim_~· He was the shy, wi!hdrawn 
type of-htciiviclual, 11 Arvidsor1sat:'i. 
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Sunset B 1 v d. Tuesday, 
aske·d ·aoout Galt and took 
away the suspect's school 
application and graduation 
photographs. 

The picture was later 
circulated by the FBI 
along with a Department 
of Justice announcement 
that' G a 1 t was being 
sought in the April 4 as­
sassination of Dr. King in 
Memphis. 

The announcement dis­
closed that Galt had at­
tended dancing classes and 
bartending school in the 
Los Angeles area but they 
were not named. Newsmen 
traced the schools. 

The Times learned from 
Eastern sources that evi­
dence recovered on the 
assassination scene short­
ly after Dr. King's murder 
was what pointed federal 
agents to Los Angeles. 

These sources described 
the evidence as "physical 
items" that were traced 
here by FBI investigators. 
Presumably they were ar­
ticles that both lviemphis 

_ police and FB1 agents said 
were found in a leather 
bag aba.ndoned by the 

• ~ill&r,____,., 

Lau did not know why 
FBI a:;ents cdme to hL, 
school, he saicl, except he 
had a vague recollection 
that they somehow had 
learned about Gall's school 
activities from sources in 
the East. 

But, he did remember 
the man he knew as Galt, 
recalling that he seemed to 
be a "nice fellow with a 
nice personality," and an 
able pupil of bartencling. 

When Galt talked to 
him, Lau said, "he was des­
perate to get a job and he 
wanted to go to work as 
soon as possible." 

However, upon gradua­
tion, the school director 
said, Galt declined to take 
a job Lau had obtained for 
him and quoted him as 
saying: 

"Well, I have to leave to 
sec my brother. What good 
would it do for me to work 
for only two or three 
weeks? I'd better wait un­
til I return to town and get 
a permanent job." 

Lau said he last heard 
from Galt about a week 
after graduation when the 
1 a t t er telephoned the 
school but again declined 
the offer of a job. 

• 
"He was very intelligent 

a~d had the ahiEty·--to 
develop this type of ser­
vice," Lau ~aid. 

Ga1t was quiet and re~ 
served, with a pleasing 
personality and a "slight 
Southern accent," Lau ad­
ded. 

"I was rea1Iy surprised 
when the }?BI came here 
and asked about him," he 
said. ''I could believe it 
was almost anyone but 
him." 

Silent on Politics 
Lau said Galt never 

discussed politics or his 
personal affairs but sim­
ply paid a $220 fee and 
fiilecl out an application. 

Galt's application listed 
his address as 5533 Holly-

~~~da~tn~ ~ave his r~~d 
stated tn~ fie was smgle. 

The Hollywood Blvd. ad­
dress is that of the St. 
Francis Hotel. The hotel 
manager, Alan Thompson, 
said that a man named 
Galt had lived there and 
that the J.<'BI had ques­
tioned hotel employes 
about him. 

However, Thompson 
said the FBI had con­
cluded that 'there was 
nothing to indicate that 
the former tenant was the 
man the agency is seek­
ing in the Dr. King mur­
der. 

Galt gave his height as 5 
feet, 10 inches, his weight 
as 175 pounds, and stated 
that he was a high school 
graduate. 

The FBI description of 
Galt generally matched the 
m e a s u r e m en t s on the 
school's application. 

A "Mr. Weller'' of 751 S. 
Figueroa St. was listed as ; 
a former employer who t 
had paid him $50 a week. 

The three references 
listed on Galt's school ap­
plication were ::\Iarie Den­
inno, 5533 H o 11 y w o o d 
Blvd.; Rita Steen and 
Charley Dennino, both of 
5666 Franklin .Ave. in the 
Hollywood area. None of 
thcnu:quld be reached for 
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CHARGED-The FBI released this 
photo, which it idcntifi~d as that of 
Eric Starvo Galt. The bureau said 
on artist drew in the eyes because 
thtr;\"cf-a-·closcd in original photo. 

!RI Wirepholo 

•• 
(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 

j, 
I 
I' 

BY RODER'!' L. JACKSON 
. Times Slaff V/rifer 

WASHINGTON-The FBI Wed­
nesday charged Eric Starvo Galt 
with conspiracy in the murder of 
Dr. Martin Luther King and ap­
pealed to the public for help in ap­
prehending him. 

In its first public statement since 
Dr. King was assassinated in r.Iem­
phis April 4, the FBI conceded that 
it believes the s1aying was a 
conspiracy and not the work of one 
man. 

Atty. Gen. Ramsey Clark, who 
flew to Memphis on President 
Johnson's orders, had told a news 
conference April 5, the:·e was no 
evidence of a conspiracy. "AU the 
evidence v:e have is that this is the 
work of a single person," he said at 
that time. 

In l'.Iemphis, Ga1t \vas charged 
with fir~t cle6ree mu~cler. late \Yecl-

1 nesclay m the assassmatlon of Dr. 
King.· 

,varrant Issued "~ithin 5 Hours 
The state \\'2lT~-i.nt wa.c; k;ued five 

hours after the FBI 2.nnounccd that 
Galt had been c11ar::,;ed ,1·ith con- . 
splr-aT'.'y-r,1 Dr. King's" deatii. _ ___,.. 
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• 
The FBI described Galt, 36, a? __ ~ __ il,,:, roomin?' house unc1C'r · Sour;ht New License_ ___ \,. "If the man ___ jn -.JJ.1e 

foYfiffr: ~fercha~_t seaman and co?k th; name of John "\\'illa;d; -0 n ;-Iarch 1 the Al~bama photograph sat down in 
~vho traHled \\ 1Llcly ))Y autom~b1le .., .. -,...- .·· _ ·Hig-h·way Patrol recen·ccl a · front of me, I never would 
m t~e months prececlmi the crn~1_e. one of the aha_,._::, atti ll'mt . ; t e 1 e p h 

O
ne call fr_~ m have recognized him," 

It said he used the names John W 11- ed to 0alt. . , , . · fomeone '\\·ho iclentif1cd Paisley said. 
Jard and Harvey i,owmyer as In its complamG filed himself as Galt and asked Both Chcrpes and Pais-
aliases. at Bir ming h ::i. m, the . thzi.t a duplicate drin~·'s ley said the FBI had not 

He lived in the Los Angeles area FBI char'gecl that "on or license be sent to a Bir- shown them the photo--
from December, 1967, until last about l\Iarch 29 ... Eric inin:;ham rooming house graph. 0 n :Monda Y 
month, first taking dancing lessons . 

1
. wJ1c-,·e Galt staycu from Cherpes disclosed that last 

in Long Beach and then attending a Starrn Galt and an me 1- .\us-. 26 to Oct. 7 last yct:r. · week he identified for the 
Los Angeles bartender's school, the viclual whom he alleged to Prc;;umahly, Galt was m FBI two sketches resern.-
FBI said. be his brother entered into Lo.~ Angeles March 1. · hling the man who stayed 

The white 196G Mustang in which a consplr::tcy ,-vl1ich contin- The duplicate license in his. rooming house un-
he is believed to ha\·e fled Memphis ued until on or about April was mailed the same day, der the name of Galt. 
was found abandoned in Atlanta 5, l8G8, 1.0 injure, oppn:::os, but the manager of the Thus it appeared that 
April 11. Galt bought it from a threaten or intimidate rooming house, Peter N. more than one man may 
Birmingham, Ala., resident last l\Iartin Luther King Jr. · · Cherpes, said he . did 1_10t have used the name Galt, 
Aug. 30 and drove it 19,000 miles, in the free exercise or en- remember seeing 1t arrn-e and the obtaining of the 
the FBI said. joyment of a right secured in the mail and no one has duplicate license further 

to him by the Constitution , hr,::,n found who recall~ indicated that more than Gun Purchased in Birmingham 1 f th U ·, d --
or aws 

O 
e l1lle '· seeing the man known a1 one person was invoh-ed. FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover said States; namely, the right to .- ··-- . l-

Gal,h:rnd a person Galt referred to as freely travel from state to Galt in Birmingham smcq FBI Is Hopeful 
his brother entered into a conspira- state. October. · ~ Although the FBI has 
cy on or about J\farch 29-30 and "In furtherance of h learned details of Galt's I 

h d R · t "O 06 · 1 · · E' · Cherpes provided furl - n1o"e1ncnts b"fo1·e a11cl a-L·- • pure ase a emmg on .0 - pump I t 1 1 s consp1racy, • nc , '-
action rifle and a telescopic sight · St;:irvo Galt did, on or er indication of a conspira- ter the crime, it ac1mi~ted-
from a Birmingham store. about March 30; 1968, cy Wednesday when he Jy has lost his trail. 
· The rifle was found near a purchase a rifle at Bir- told The Times he could "If we knew ·where to 
rooming house on S. l'.Iain St. in mingham, Ala .... " not identify Galt from the find him, we· would pick 
Memphis immediately' after the The FBI used the .con- · h"n1 ttI)" an I•"BI "l)o1-e· 

Photo::!raph and descnp- 1 , , -, " "' ;:,· slaying. The rear of the rooming · si;fracy statue as the legal ~ man s a i cl. "But we're 
house faces the Lorraine Motel basis for its im·estigation · tion put out by the FBI. hopeful that with the pub-
,vhere Dr. King had been staying at since Dr. King's murder "I'm not sure," Cherpes lic's help we can find him 
the time of his death. The rifle has would be a state, not a said after looking at the soon." 
undergone ballistics and fingerprint federal, crime. Once a1J- photograph. "I think he A photograph cli.stribut-
tests at the FBI laboratory. The prehendecl, however, the didn't have c1.s much hair eel by the F'BI showed a 
bureall dec11·110d to s:(1\·e a11y 1·e~t1lt"' killer would be tried bv a h b h t 1 · 1 ..,

11 
1·n a 

- ~ v v J and that it was muc rus -cu -.1,11rec mec. , . of-the test" or to s;pec1·r1·c·c"lly· 1'de11t1·fy Tennessee court, C 1 ark d k t 1 b ·1·e II', 
V - " - lin·hter-a light brown." ar - co:-1 aac ow L •. '"' the rifle as the murder \Veapon. has indicated. • 0 eyes, which ,vere shut in 

One factor suppo,:ting the theory Sources said reference in Doesn't Recall Traits the picture, were sketched 
that a conspiracy exist.eel in the as- the F'BI complaint to a Chcrpes said he did not in by an FBI artist. 
sassination was an apparent lack of conspiracy inrnlving Galt rcc:,11 that the man he 'l'he bureau declined to 
similarity bet\vecn a photograph of c1ncl his alleged hroll1er did knew as Galt had a hJ:11it- say where it obtafricd tiie_ . 
Galt issued by the FBI and drav,-. not of itself indicate a of p1illing at an ear lobe · 
ings identified earlier by ,vitnesses v.·icler plot is sus1icctecl. with hi~ left hand or that 
in l\Iernphis, Atlanta and Birmin6- The FDI die\ not elabor- his 1 e ft ear protruded 
ham. These witnesses E:aid the man ate on the identity of farther from his head than 
they know as Galt did not resemble Calt's con,;pirator or how his right ear---traits that 
the man in the photograph. it _knew a conspiracy hflcl the FBI ascribed to Galt. 

Witnesses to 1 d authorities in cx12tcd. However, o:1e 111- "William Paisley, a Bir-
1Ieri117fil8.-ihat a man checked info-t:icati_on of a consp)racy minn-ham auto· rnlciirnan 

,\\·as 111 the FBI's d1,clo- 0 1 1 ·t 
who sold Galt t 1e \\' 1.1 e _sure that G?.lt tool: a ?G l 

, l\Iustang Aug. :. , _a so ,,,:as 
course at the bart::1:ding unable to identify him 

: ' 1 1·1- I n~ ·\1° "'" 1- ·• ··nd scnoo ' ·"-•" .:: '-,;"'''';:, c. ·- from the l)hotogr2ph. (The 
. 
'
','as 0°racluated :1Iarch 2. - · 

, . 1;'131 said the I\Iustimg was 
purchased Aug. 30.r·----, 
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picture. However, T h e 

'ri~;s Icai·ned that it ·was 
taken at the bartender's 
~chool in Los Angeles last 
month. 

The FBI s;:dJ Galt has 
blue eyes, · brown hair 
worn m a brush cut, a 
straight, narrow nose and 
clean, even teeth. 

"Intensive investigation 
by the FBI has disclosed 
that Galt hcts claimed to 
have been employed as a 
cook on Mississippi Rh-er 
vessels and as a merchant 
seaman," Hoover said in 
his statement. 

"He is said to be an avid 
dancer and took dancing 
lessons in New Orleans in 
1964 and 1865; in Birming­
h a m during September 
and, October, l!J67; and -in 
Long Beach, Calif., from 

• 

December 1967, to Februa­
ry, 1968. 

"Galt left Los Angeles on 
Dec. 1.5, 1967, and drove 
his white Mustang to Xew 
Orle,rns, where he claimed 
he contacted either an 
engineering or a contract­
ing firm. IIe left New 
Orlcaus on Dec. 19 and 
arrived back in Los An­
geles on Dec. 21, Hl67. · 

"\Vhile in the Los An­
geles ar0a early this year, 
Galt took a course at a 
school of bartending and 
was graduated on 1Iarch 2, 
1968." 

The FBI declined to 
reveal the names of the 
dancing schools, the bar­
tending school or any com­
panies G a 1 t may h a v e 
·worked for, saying to do so 
might prejudice· i.L1e case. 

• 

Galt ·was further de­
scribed. as a Caucasian, 
about 5 feet 8 inches to 5 
feet 11 inches tall and 
'Neighing bet\veen 160 and 
173 pounds. IIe is said to 
be a neat dresser. 

Hoover said perso_ris w}:lo 

have met Galt picture him 
.as "a loner" and~sayhis 
speech has a rural accent. 
He is reportedly a fan of · 
\Vestern and country mu­
sic and drinks alcoholic 
beverages, mainly -vodka 
and beer. 
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AT STUDIO HERE 

· { Galt Remenibered 

as Inept Dancer ]" 
By FRANK ANDERSON 

The manage~ and two Instructors at a Long 
Beach dance studio Wednesday positively identified 
the FBI's prime suspect in the assassination of Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. as a student at their studio 
from December 1967 through mid-February of tiiis 
year. 

• 

G~;~~:: t::: f!t~ro~.t:~:~ I'..- .. GALT REMEMBERED l 
ch a and go-go lessons (Continued from Page A-1) 
here," said Ron Arvidson . · . ' the records to the FBI ghsh grammar was poo 
manager o'. the. Nat10nal crime laboratory." and he had no fluency in 
Dance Studios, 2026 Pacific Jorgensen said Galt paid Spanish, a Ith o ugh he 
Ave., when a Long Beach cash for the $465 course, claimed to have worked in 
J n d e p en d e n t reporter which he didn't finish. . Mexico." 

i
howed him a photo circu- "We last saw him in mid- The three dance studio 
ated by the FBI. 1 February - maybe the staff members recalled Galt 

.• 12th," Jorgensen said. "He as having "brilliant blue 
Arvidson's identification was still debating whether eyes, an aquiline nose and a 

of Galt was confirmed by to continue with the dance crew cut." 
Kathy Nolan, 21, and An- lessons or enter the restau- "He was youngish look-

-dreas Jorgensen, 46, in- i rant business." ing and neatly dressed," 
structors at the studio. Miss Nolan said she had said Arvidson, "and I re-

Galt as a pupil for "maybe m e m b e r those alligator 
Arvidson said the wanted two or three hours" and he shoes he wore. They just 

man had signed the name : "said very little" except he didn't seem to fit his per­
"Eric s. Galt" last Decem- ; had been in the .cafe busi- sonality." 

i ness in Mexico. J o r g e n s e n said he 
her when he enrolled for a ; A 'd ·d G It " Id 't t· t h vn son sa1 a was cou n 1gure _ ou w y 
cour~e of 50 lessons at the l :_ v a g u e about his back- Galt took lessons. He had 
stud10. : ground but did say that he no natural grace." 

" h , was a merchant seaman. Miss Nolan said Galt 
T e name rang a bell , "B t h d"d 't d l.k " h d · f · - , u e 1 n soun 1 e never s owe any sign o _· 

when I saw it in the papers . a merchant seaman," Ar- racial prejudice." 
last Saturday," Arvidson · vidson said. "His accent "He just didn't sho~-
s a i d. "I came down, : was Southern - not Deep ' much of anything," she · 

~

ecked the files, deter-
1 

South· but somewhere iri said, "except a crooked 
f ined that Galt was the ' the middle of Dixie. His En- smile and a fidgety tnanner. 

; an and notified the FBI. 
i Their agents have taken all 

l (Continued Page A-4, Col. 1) 
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ROD ARVIDSON ... Recognizes Galt Photo. 

-staff Photo bv CURT JOHNSON • 
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l 
■ 

armaids 
ecall His 

Shyness 

I 
Though the FBI refused 

to confirm their activity in l 
I the Long Beach area, inter­

views by The Independent 
with a dozen different 
people who identified Gait's 
photograph showed t h a t 
Galt had: 

-Had graduated from a 
L o s Angeles bartending 1 

hool in March, then re­
sed a job. r The hunt for Galt accel­

erated with issuance in Bir­
mingham, Ala.,. of a federal 
warrant for his arrest on 
charges of conspiracy to 
violate Dr. King's right to 
"freelJ travel from state to 
state." 

By FRANK ANDERSON 
- .and BILL DUNCAN 

FBI agents combed 
Long Beach Wednesday ' 
for still-warm leads to 
the whereabouts of Eric 

f:
arvo Galt, the w h i t e 
an charged by federai · 

uthorities with conspir- ] 
cy in the April 4 assas­

sination of Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. 

-Been a student at a 
Long Beach dance studio 
from Dec em b er, 1967, 
through mid-February. · 

Sought with Galt is a 
-Never evidenced signs man he has claimed is his 

of racial prejudice while brother. The second man 
frequenting country-w e s- has not been charged or 
tern bars in Long Beach, identified. 
Norwalk, Gardena and Ha- :;. :;. * * 
waiian Gardens during the FBI AGENTS in Los An-
period that paralleled his geles refused to add to the 
dance instruction. bulletin they put out ear-

-Whiled away his bare [ lier, which described Galt ] 
room visits in the area with as 5-feet-8 to 5-feet-11 

l
ames of pool and drinks of inches tall,, weighing be-
eer and vodka. tween 160 and 175 pounds 

-Was a loner who made I 
t a point to avoid introduc-

tions and told acquaint• 
ances little about his back-
ground or reasons for being , 
in Southern California. ' 
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king Assassin Suspect\ 
: (Continued from Page A-1)! MISS ANDERSON, wh,? 
• ~ spent "three or four hours At the Red Barrell Bar in 
: and having "brush-cut" of lessons with Galt, said Hawaiian Gardens, a bar-
: brown hair and blue eues. he "never showed any ra- tender (who wouldn't give 
i "He is said to be a neat cial bias or prejudice" ei- his name) recalled playing \ 
'dresser and has a_ m,, edium lther to her or the othe_r girl [pool with "that man in the (Indicate page, name of 

d Th d Pl·cture (Galt)" newspaper, city and state.) : build," the FBI sa1 . ose instructors at the stu 10. 
: who have met him describe Jurgensen described Galt THE BARTENDER said 
. him as a loner, say his Ian- as an "unlikely candidate" Galt came in one night to 
iguage and diction have a for dancing lessons. He not- listen to Western music, 
: "rural" quality and suggest ed that Ga It had "no but it came on a night the 1 

; that he has little education. natural grace." I band wasn't playing. "He 
i The FBI released two Jurgensen said Galt drank beer and whiled ' 
; photos of Galt, one showing signed for 50 lessons and away time playing pool," i 

: his {!yes closed; th~ other paid $465 in cash for them the bartender said. 1 

: containing a notat10n on but never f i n i s h e d the A patron at the Red Bar- i 
the back: "Eyes drawn in course. "I last saw him in rell said the FBI picture of• i 

; by FBI artist." February, and he was still Galt looked familiar, but he ' 
IN THE Long Beach area, 

; those who claim to have 
: met and talked with Galt 
! identified the suspect readi­
; Iy from the photos, but _all 
: of them "noted somethmg 
: funny about the eyes and 
; the lower part of the face 

debating whether to contin- couldn't say positively that 
ue or enter the restaurant he had seen the suspect. 

I 
business." 

1 
Nan Richards, 27, a '.Jar­

maid at the Pioneer Room 
· · · - · · · in Norwalk, said she re­

In Hollywood, director • membered the man except 
Thomas Reyes Lau of the that "he had a thinner fee 
International School of Bar- as I recall. He always or-

: - too heavy." 

l : The FBI said that Gait's! 
: travels after the Ki?g sl~y-
. ing took him and h.1s white 
' Mustang to Los Angeles, 

tending, said Galt graduat- dered a weird drink, too -
ed March 2 and disappeared vodka and water." 
after refusing a job. He was A FORMER bartender at 
an excellent student, said the Parkway western tav-
Reyes. ern, 4604 Lincoln Ave., Cy-

M A R I E ANDERSON, press, looked at the pictu~e 
about 60, 2221 Cameron, and said: "I waited on this Date: 

Long Beach recalls Galt guy at the Parkway - him 

'. New Orleans, Birmingham 
and Mexico and Atlanta. 

Federal agents have de­
termined that Galt bought a 

' rifle in Birmingham on or 
· about March 30, but the 

from the Nashville Club, or someone who is a dead Edition: 
Crenshaw Boulevard and ringer." 
Rosecrans, Gardena .. She And back at the Red Bar- Editor: 

said she sought to mtro- rell, Marie Anderson still I Title: 

Author: 

duce Galt to a blind drum- tmembering Galt: i 
mer at the club, Jollie Ollie "He was strange looking. 1 

l0.06-c al i b er rifle, with Roff, but that Galt was cold · ad an icy look and wore a ' 
elescope sight, found near I and refused to "tell any- estern outfit. That eerie , Character: 

Memphis rooming house body my name.,, smile, kind of funny, it was. or 
fter the shooting has not Sh1·r1ey Ander.son, 33, A d h h t lked to you 

) 

n W en e a ! Classification: been linked to Galt. i · 12133 Jersey Ave., Nor- h t k d t · ht head,, 
e 00 e S ra1g a • · Submitting Office: Rod Arvidson, 46, man- walk said she used to 

ager of the National Dance danc~ with Galt at the Pio- □ Being Investigated 

Studios, 2026 Pacific A_ve. neer Club in Norwalk. "He 1---------------
identified .Galt as a pupil at • always had a grudge," she 
his studio from December · said, "but he was a good 
1967 through mid-February. dancer." 

~

rvidson's identification 
lso was confirmed by Miss 
athy Nolan, 21 and An­
reas Jorgensen, 46, in­
tructors at the studio. 
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(Mount Clipping In Space Below) 

t\4oorly, 
BY DA VE LARSEN 

Times Staff Wri:er 

Eric Starvo Galt, prime suspect in 
the murder of Dr. 1fartin Luther 
King, emerged Thursday as: 

-A fervent supporter of the 
presidential bid of former Alabama 
Gov. George C. Wallace. 

-An anti-Negro who once got into 
a wild argument at a Hollywood bar 
with a girl who defended Negroes. 

-A man who made at least one 
mysterious trip in recent months to 
New Orleans, a fact that appears to 
be of great interest to the FBI. 

-A steady drinker, alternately 
moody and contentious in public. 
· This picture came into focus as the 
resuit of a series. of exclusive 
interviews conducted by The Times 
with persons who knew Galt when 
he lived here. 

A song\yT1ter whom Galt drove to 

New Orleans and back in a white 
?IIustang in December said he had a 
strong impression that the susnect 
was not using his right name. • 

The belief ,.vas expressed by 
Charles Stein, 38, ,vho was offered 
the free ride after he agreed to add 
his signature to the drive by 
Wallace to qualifv for a nlace on the 
June primary ballot. • 

Stein said his sister, Rita, had 
made the t r a v e 1 arrangements. 
While at the Sultan Room, a cocktail 
lounge at 5533% Hollywood Blvd., 
she had let it be known that her two 
children had to return soon from her 
sister's place in New Orleans. Galt, a 
patron, let it be known that he 
would be going there. ~--~ 

Stein appeared at the Sultan Room 

• 
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• • 
tha5 sa~e-~night, and G:slt_~_Qalt told his passenger 
agreed to take him along he l~a~ j~st s_olq a bar -4-~ was down there," Stein Jim Morrison, _who was 
to fetch the children if ?-Icxico. I didn't believe said. ··---Hrc bartender that nicrht 
Stein would sign up for (,1,". th_e s_ongwriter said. FBI agents have been reealled that Galt had 
Wallace. }!1s, ~pamsh was too tou- visiting him almost enry b e gun talking with a 

!l::>t} · . day, the songwriter· added young woman named Pat-
Dunng the drive Galt saying they showed "Teat tie. Somehow the conver­

aLso remarked that he interest in the suspect's sation turned to Nerrroes, 
liked to hui:it, Stein said. activities in New Orleans. and she declared th;m to 

The next day, Stein said, 
Galt picked him up at the 
sister's home at 5666 Fran­
klin Ave. and drove him to 
the Wallace headquarters 
on Lankershim Blvd. in 
~ orth Hollywood. 

"I thought he was some 
kind of politician," Stein 
r~called. "I got the impres­
s10n they all knew him." 

Robert \Valters, cam­
paign coordinator for Wal­
lace in California, disputed 
this. "We checked all of 
our name files here-par­
ticularly ·those from the 
North Hollywood office­
and found nothin"' under 
the name of Galt° or the 
other names he reportedly 
used," \Valters said. 

Stein said that after he 
had registered for Walla­
ce's American Indepen­
dent Party, he and Galt 
departed that afternoon 
on a two-clay trip to Xe\v 
Orleans. 

Makes Phone Calls 
Galt did not disclose whv 

he was making the clri\·e. 
He told his passenrrer hP 
"knew some people there~ 
and had been in the Loui­
siana city before. 

While passing throu;::h 
Texas, acconlin rr to the 

• 0 

songv.-ntcr, Galt made se,·-
eral long - c!istzmce calls 
from phone booths, but 
declined to discuss a1w of 
them. · 

Stein said Galt went to 
uncommon nains to im­
prc:3.,; upon him his name, 
emphaJizin:; it in unnct:­
C:3:"ary \\'3Y", such as ,d1cn 
tbrs chcckr::d in at mntclc:. 

"I think he ,-.·as cs~ah­
li.-:h in-:; a fic:ti t ious iclcnti­
t·.- ." Stein :<c1icl. "I don't 
think it \\'JS his real 
n:irnc.'' 

"Bc:=icles,·1 Stein added 
"he _didn't look like an; 
Eric to me-." ·-·--·····-..... , 

_ At one p~mt, Stein con- He said, however, that be "good people." 
tmuecl, _Stem brought up he and Galt went their Suddenly, Galt began 
the s_ubJect of race, com- separate ways while in dragging her by the arm 
mentmg that the same that city, and he had no toward the door. 
Creator made everybody idea what the latter was "I'll drop you off in 
~n~ that color was just up to. Watts and we'll see how 
mc1dental. He said Galt At the time of the trip, you like it there!" Galt 
was noncommital. Galt \vas staying in an shouted. 

Stein said he was a apartment at 1535 Serrano Del Monte said another 
belien~r in the equality of Ave .. Residents ther~ eith- cus~omer who had been 
the races. The night of the er d1_d not _know :tum or datmg the girl followed , 
assassination of Dr. King, remame_d tight - l 1 pp e d the pair outside, and Galt 
he recalled, he wrote a about him. . . fled. 
s? n g entitled: "Though However,. Galt subse- A. short time later, ac- . 
His Body is Gone. Luther quently moved_ to a h 0!~~ cordmg to Del 11onte, a· 
Is Livi!Y' 011 " the St. Francis, at 5000 1Jeo-ro was struck 1·n tho 

0 • H O 11 d Bl d O b ~ 
The hearc1cc! rnn~writer block Y >: 0 0

. v · kt-~ head by a rock while in a 
said he ''.~e pt_ g e 't t in g lounge ak~Jv~s a: th~c ;at- nearby. parking lot. 
stran~c norat1on~''. about bits Foot Club, at 5623 =--.Iornson rememb_ered G:~It.,,. \ felt sometmng was Hollywood Blvd. that as G:alt. ,:ou;d sit at 
,vron_?. . The crowd there re- th: bar, s1ppmb his screw-

Stem said he believed members Eric Starvo Galt d:l\"ers, he often preached 
the suspect made a subse- verv well indeed lus support of \Vallace. 
~t:ent trip to :i'-;e\v Orleans. tint i 1' th re~ or four "He's the man we want." 
I heard he was askin,.,. weeks aero accordinrr to the bartender quoted Galt 

,...,"',..,D 1 ·f tl · b b ' 
0 a~ <::avino--, .-,,,, ,e 1 1ey 1\·anted him bartender Bo Del tionte ~ ·-< J D· 

to ct1:op aEything off \vh1le -·---aalt was a nightly patron'. pel ?-.Ionte _said Galt once 
· He would come in at t:1ed t? begm a c01:iversa-

around 9 p.m., perch on a hon with a ~egro girl, but 
stool near the door, and that ~he walked away 
order the first of several fro1.;1 him. . . 
screwdrivers (vodka and :Nobody . mterv1ewed at 
orano·e juice). the Rabbits Foot Club 

A 11 I .·~ ·h ';-- -!·esnembered Galt reveal-c e e ,e\\b, \\ o \\as ino- 11. 1~--~· 
working there at the time, 0 is name. 

11 
IdCL, 

recalled that Galt often 
got into arguments when 
he tried to strike up 
conversations. 

"He once asked ff he 
could buy me a drink," she 
said. "Since I was work­
ing. I said no." 

"Huh, vou think vou're 
too good:" Galt btistlcd, 
she said. 

But the thing e..-erybocly 
at the Rabbits F'oot Club 
remembers most about 
0i1n.,,--a•big displtre-11e· got 
rnto. 
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Charfes Stein 
Times pholo 

nobody realized who he 
was until his picture ap­

. peared in nevtspapers on 
Thursday. 

Del JU9g_t_g_ said the photo 
of ·calt with his eyes 

• 
closed caused an immedi­
ate recollection. "That's 
the "\Vay he sat here," the 
bartender said. "When he 
wasn't talking, he would 
sit sort of dozing." 

Del :Monte said Galt 
usually had four or five 
screwdrivers a night. 

Joe Peters, bartender at 
the Sultan Room, said Galt 
sometimes drank' vodka 
and Coca Cola at his place. 

Galt apparently was not 
one to get names straight. 
In his application to at­
tend a Los Angeles bar­
tending school, the sus­
pect listed as a former 
employer a "nfr. ·wmer" of 
7:51 S. Figueroa St. 
· Presumably he was re­

ferring to R. J. Weiler, 
who runs an office build­
ing at that address. Weiler 
was unavailable for com­
ment Thursday. 

As character references, 

• 

Galt listed three persons: 
"Marie Deninno," a 

cocktail waitress at the 
Sultan Room. She said her 
name is Marie Martin. 

"Rita Steen," of the 
Franklin A v e. address, 
who is presumed to be 
Rita Stein, sister of the 
passenger on the trip to 
New Orleans and cousin of 
:Marie :Martin. 

"Charly Deninno," also 
of the Franklin Ave. ad­
dress, presumed to be 
Charles Stein. 

:.Iiss :Martin, 3."5, Stein's 
cousin, said she served 
Galt on at l"ast 30 occa­
~:ions at the Sultan Room 
and said the picture re­
leased by the FBI ,vas of 
the Galt she had known. 

~Iiss }I a r t i n and a 
friend, John P. Joyce, 24, 
told The Times of an ac~ 
quaintance with Galt that 
: as t e d from January to 
mid-February. ---~ 

"He seemed to be a nice 

enough chap,'!f she said. 
"He had only one~ mood:::::. 
quiet. He smiled one time 
I can remember and his 
mouth curled up on one 
side all the way up to his 
nose." 

She said she gave her 
permission to Galt to use 
her name as a reference 
in his application for ad­
mission to the Internation­
al School of Bartending 
here. Joyce, however, had 
objected because, he said, 
th e y knew so little of 
Galt. 

Galt did list a "r.Iarie. 
Deninno" on his applica­
tion as a reference, but 
1Iartin h::tcl no explanation 

1 ,, for the difference in thE1 I 
last names. She said ~Jar• i 

' tin fa an a1ias she adoptec 
'when she was an exotic -­
dancer. She declined to 
give her real name. 

She said Galt had pecu­
liar drinking habits at the 
Sultan Room: "Galt usecl 
to drink vodka - straight.1 

i'"fle always tugged on his 

. left ear. He stuck out hi:1 
I . 

' ja\v and he'd pour in a jolt 
of ,·odka and then he 
·would twirl the glass in 
front of him, concentrating 
on it all the time.' •--c., 
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• 
· - l I "He was an excellent st,1J__diilll__J7''\ A.!f..,\°' n, f"·· .. ~N ::ho got alnn~ \'Cry well_ with . ' \. 

I d ~ -~, ,_,. -~·-rr;e- s~~·rn othe_r :'>tuclc:nts in the r-, \ 
..-------... class. L:rn said. , t. ; 

\✓or r.J 't; ~ j·, "He n ever said anything ·,. __ J 
"="\t..•l I W y 11 'about Negroes." r 

There were no Negroes in thel 

S I f class which Galt attended on c w1 o o s r;eekends. 

In 1l\rea 
According to Lau, Galt made, 

a $~0 down payment and pated 
the $205 balance of the tu.itioni1 I, 
fee before the class began. The 'i 
class met in four weekend ses-/ 

Footsteps of Eric Starvo I sion:;_ 
Galt-sought by the FBI in Lau said that he was inter­
the slaying of Dr. Martin viewed by the F'BI for the first 
Luther King-have been time on Tuesday. 
traced through the Los An- ''I was surprised when I found 
geles area prior to the as-. out," Lau said. 
s_~ssi1'.ation, ~ut th c y l~ft/ As a student of bartending. 
lILtle nnprcss1011. I and dancing, not only Lau and ' 

The FBI yesterday issued a :Arvidson but another dance_ in-! 
warrant charging Galt and a ,.structor agreed Galt was w1th-11 
companion conspired to kill Dr. i drawn and a loner. ' 
King, the c iv i 1 rights leader\ "He just di1ln't show any-, 
shot clown April 4 in l\Icmphis. ; thing but a crooked smlle and ! 

1\vo Lo- ,\no-•Jes me 11 sa\':a fid6ety manner," said instruc .. 
s • :::,C • ' t v th N 1 "1 they told the FBI that a man j or n._a Y i O a_n, " • 

identified as c; alt was a .,hy .1 Arv1dson s a 1 d a man who 
quiPt man who spent $700 in! ~~g'.1cd enrollment ~~cords , a,~. 
three months on bartcnclrng and\ "''::c S . . Galt }ook ;i~ or G_D / 
dancing Jessom. 1 lcs-,ons m soC1al dancmg over I 

. a 21.:,-month period cndi112: in/ The nl ;in•10-ur·- or a Cl'lP''llF'' ,_ ~ 
' '

0
" :,, . ' •'-' ~ \mid-February. The lessons cost 

. school . and a barte:1clmg schoo1 ta bout $JOO. I 
recognized Galt from a com-, . 
posite drawing ~rnd notified the! G:lt told' An:,~s~;n h~ riac~ /? 

• 
~~~•:r~~:~·~~~~~~~~~~~~~?~~ 

' -~ 

FBI Satunlav. ,?raLd a restat,t a1.,-ba1 rn .. Jex-
• 1co, the manager said. But .\r- • . \ 

Rod A1Tidson,. 46, general yid:son, whl) is taking Spanish ...... · - · - -- ·-- 1 ... _.~ z ---- ... - ·--~ · ·-

mana~cr of tlie I\ at10nal Dance lessons, said Galt fail eel to re- -i-.ssocrated Press Wirephotc 

Stuclius, ~aid Galt ,,·,is . -~cer: ~pond when he put questiops_in _ 
0
.,1'5USPECTEJ> ,\SSASSII\ Eric Starvo Galt is 

tainly no mixer. He hacl trouble Spanish to hlm. remembered by Tomas R. Lau as "an excel-
coordinating one foot with ar:- lent studPn(, who got along well with the 
other." seven other students." Galt graduated from 

Lau's Ilolly\\ood hartending sehool .illal'ti1 ·z. _..., A photograph of Galt circu­
lated b\· the FBI was obtained 
Tuesda)· from the International 
School of Eartending, 21~.i W. 
Sunset EJ\·cl. The director, 
Tomas Reyes Lau. said a man 
cal1ecl Eric S. Galt was gradu­
ated from the IIollyv:ood ~chool 
l\Iarch 2 aflrr an excellent rec­
ord in a $~2~ four-week co,irse 
which he 2ttenclccl S;,tL:rclay 
rnornin:;s ,rnd Suncfay after-
noons. 
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 

T\\'O YIE\\'S of Eric Starvo Galt, 
wanted for conspiracy in the as­
sasination of the Rrv. Martin Lu­
ther King Jr. The FnI issued two 

l \ .. \ 7 () '; ~/ 
i -•• V 1 '"'\ 

/ / ., i : .: 

i I , i , . • J' a i ..•. / ,.J 

•·1 ·-
\ I 
' ' ' .. i C \ ; j • ; • .i 

L •. 
-United Prc55 Tcle"holo 

photos of a man it i(kntifo'(t as 
Galt, also l,nmrn els Ilan cy 1...o-.'.·­
mycr and .Jolin Willard. OlJl'll eyes 
at right were sketched hy artists. 

•·7 -; . · 1 
' J 

i ) z·.,1 _,.J ~-j . J 
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• • 
WASHINGTON (l'PI) -The and his "brother" did not hatch agent_ in charg_e of_th~_J::~ in 

FBr' has issued a warrant charg- their ~-~nspiracy until ?lfarch :29, I Bi1_·rnm~i_1arn, ,111:,;is,t_Cl~ tn<) p,tc­
ing that m"sterious Eric Starvo t!le I· B[ cite! not comrnl'fJt on

1
trne \\as, of G,llt.. H s h1m __ a_ll 

J . what appeared to have been an right, ' (ramble s,nd. He :-i,nd 
~alt an:l a man ~e cla1111e_cl was elaborate attempt by the man\ the picture was taken this year 
his brotner conspll'ecl to kill Dr. called Galt . to conceal his -"In March, 1 think." 
.Martin Luther King Jr. 1 history. 1, Ch:lrlie Ste,.-cns. ~L resident of 

Memphis police responded by! The FBI did not explain hO\r '?llrs. I:::re\vcr's rk••,:::;u~,· wl~o 
charging Galt \,ith mur~H· and it had tiecl Galt to the case. Buli~aicl 1i~• s:,w th~ ;;:i·.•:·, ,;,;icl !IF: 
FBI agents across the nation it said the ,1·hite ;,,Iustang \\hich i!)hotogt·.:tph "du_'.,1:·L l''c2"li; ::l'.'' 

distributecl a photogrnph of the he pur~·ha'iecl in A~igUS t '.'acl/ The FCI s,1icl G;tlt-k·l\vcen 

th 
.
1 

_ G ,l Jbeen clnven 1!1.000 mlles bclore!,- 1-".,l 8 a11 ,, 51•,,,·l-11 \''L+'t,in" man ev sa1c \\ as ,L . . . ,;:i- ,.c. - c Ll , - ,~ , , c: .,, 
.;· , , . _ . _ . _ . I it .. was ,round. m .\tJ;mta the day i lli0 to li'0 poun,J-;-•.vas an ;,yicl 

But \\.tne .. sc:-; In i\Ien,phis and a1tcr hmcr cited. · j • -1 t ,_ jn ·.• 1-s 1··1 ,-P\" 
. • . 0 1 c ance t, \\ ,10 U!' h c ::,.,t "' , • , -- , 

Bmnmgham who said they h<td The\' said he had driven to: Ot·le;1ns in l!J(d ;tncl l')iJ,-i; in 
seen Galt claimed the m:rn in Los ·,\ngcles, tu ~cw O,·-'Dinningham Lt:it '.3cpicmber 

'the FBI photograph ?id not: !:ans, ~irrnin?a_m,anc~ ::\Iexi-
1
1 ;~i:d , Oc~~7cr,. _. _ar:d ill . 'L~,; 

I even resemble him. 'I he Fm co bef0t e the assas::imat10n. , bu.~!:, . Cc:,:f., ti oi,1 Del u11.)~I 

I 
refused to comment on t hie;. Il pl need the man callee! Gci lt i to 1 

c,)I ltat ~ · 
_ Attv. Gen. namsey Cl,:rk's in existence in 19G--!-three years: IIe left Los .\nc;clcs Dec. J\ 

• tl f t prior to his anpcarance in I the FBl said ancl cl rove to Xcw 
anfl~o~m

1
cemen~- 'i ats ic f irs Birmingham in :\~1gust, ISG,· : Orleans where he cont,, ct2d 

o 1c1a con11rma 10n o a : . . . . -
conspiracy in the 1\pril 4 Th~ FBI ~lso refused to say 1

1
~illle~: . a,'.~ ~ngi~1::r.L,g 1 or., a 

assassination of Kina in }Iem- how 1t acqmrecl the photograph I t?nti .1d1..s com1"''1~ · _T.w I BI 
0 

1-,_ f'dul •10> eh')Ol"'e,--. rn 1111s 
phis. Clark had first cl airnccl it it claimed ,1 as a tri:eness o I · · " ' · a CV _,., " ·- • 

was the work of one mJn. Gal\ _I~ is~uccl ,t,:o y~·int~-,o!~e ~k /etu,r:w;~ to __ L,o~ -~n~C'll;: 
The FBI \\ arrant said the ~6- rn \\ hich his ?) es ':ere t lo. eh Dec. ~1, tLe } nt ~-,, 1,1, dTI•.l , . Jn,e 

year _ old Galf, alias Harvey anc! another 111 whic~ an FBI I tr1ere took a course at a 
Lowmeyer and John Willard, artists had sketched m opened bcirtenclcr's school and gradL.:1l-
ancl a person ''\rhom he alleged eyes. eel l\Iarch 2. 
to be his brother entered into a In Bir rn in g ha 111. Peter It s~icl he ,v«s a <;loner,'' 
conspiracy which continued Chcrpcs, operator of a rooming. whose language ;_:me! diction had 
until on or about April ,3. 19GS. house where Galt stayed from! a "rural" qu:llity i:1,:lii:ati::g that 
to injure. oppress, threaL·n or :\ug. ~G to Oct. 7, 1QG7, was "he prc,ha,ily Llncc.; w:it have a 
intimidate Martin Luther King sl!O\\·n the picture and s,1icl '·No, high degree of erlunlion. He ic: 
Jr." ::\Iernphis police is:--ur-'CI a that's not him. I don't think s,tid to rtrink ,tkol11,lic bc:vcra­
,,·arrant charging Galt \\·ith so." iges with a prde:-cncc for ,-oclL1 
"the _first clc6re~. nrn~·cler ~l~ Dr. The man who sold him the! ~tncl hc•er." 

ii\Iart~n Lllther h.mg.' It dw nol l'Jliu Mustanc:; said "l couldn't I The Fm st:1k1110:1t, ic:;-;ucd by 

\

mentton any co:1sp1racy. recognize t1im from thes1.• 1cb"1: :incl FBI Dircc::or .J. 
The FBI sa icl Galt-,!, 111,~ n I pletui·e:c;." ,\ roomer at the' Eclg:, ;· lluo\'er. c1mduckd liy 

:without a pa;-;L \\ ho;-;e trau end.-; l:\irrningllarn b•Jarcling house saying tiiat c:_tll v:as a fan of 
abruptly lI1 Atlanta tJ1(; clay said "I can't be sure" the country and \'.C<Li.::rn mu~ic. anrl 
after the killing-\i·as a pa,,ion- pictures were of Galt. · , s:1,1u!cr" he con,:ckrccl armed c1nd 
ate dancer, a graduate b;1rlen- Joseph H Gamble spec:ial,lclangorous. ______ -~_ ----~-~ 
der and a dc\-otec of hilll/lly --~--· ____ , __ -__ ....:_ ___ _ 

music. 
It <:!aimed he and tlw ntlicr 

mc1.n latrnchcd their plot ~.,arch 
2~-:,;c\cn clay;-; bl'fon· \lie: 
slayin::;-a:1cl that G;:,.lt c,ime to 1 

l\Ie1;11;:1i~ tlE' d<i._. before 1,inv' 
was b1iciL'illho1jgh it s:iicl t;ii(l' 
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ATLAKTA-'The my3terious Eric 
Starvo Galt is the lone subject of the 
FBI's investigation into the slaying 
of Dr. 1Iartin Luther King, despite 
an FBI complaint charging that the 
assassination resulted from a con­
spiracy. 

The compbint, is.med 'iVeclne.:;da.y, 
a.1leged that G:-tlt conspired in the 
as:o<::ssination ·with "an indi·:i,:iua! 
whom he ;illeged to be his broth2r.11 

But a federal source pointed out to 
a Times reporter Thursday that the 
complaint cou1d have been based on 
nothinSJ' more substantial than a 
statem~nt by a witness that he had 
heard G::ilt say he and a brother 
planned to kill Dr. King, or to use 
the rifle believed to be the murder 
weapon. 

The FBI apparently know3 little 
about the man called Galt-prob:.ib­
ly not even whether he has a 
brother. The complc.1int charges that 
on or about March 29 at Birming­
ham.,_ __ GrJL and his all~ged brother 
entered into a conspiracy, which 

• 
(Mount Clipping In Space Below) 

continued until on or about April 5, 
to violate Dr. King's civil rights. Dr. 
King was slain in ::-.remphis April 4. 

The civil rights ·1a,.v does not 
authorize federal prosecution unless 
there is evidence of 2. conspiracy. 

Sever,-i.l sources ha•:2 said Galt 
purchas~d tv-o rifles iror;1 a Bir­
minghetm sp,)rting goods store 
}Li.rch 29, and macie a remark to a 
saie;e; clerk that could have formed 
the basis for the conspirz:cy charge. 
He reportedly purcha~ed a .243 
Remington rifle, then returned later 
in the day and exchanged it for a .30-
0S rifle, declaring that he and his 
brother had decided the .243 was not 
suited for their hunting purposes. 

Indications are that Galt left a cold 
trail, but a federal source in Bir­
mingham close to the investigation 
said the government has "a very 
strong case" if the subject can be 
apprehended. The assassinJ_erorte~d­
ly left a trail of clues, including the 

• 
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0-06 rifle equipped with 
tef6ic sight. 

(The Birmingham News, 
in a copyrighted article 

Thursday, said that the 
.30-06 rifle had been deter-
mined by ballistics tests to 

be the weapon used to kill 
Dr. King. The News also 

said the search for Gait had 

spread outside the United 

States, and quoted an in-
vestigator as saying it is 

believed Gait is in either 
Mexico or Cuba. 

(In Washington, it was 
learned that the FBI con-
ducted an extensive 
search dating back to at 
least 1964 to determine if 
the State Department had 
ever issued a passport to 
Galt. The search found 
that none had ever been 
issued in that name. An 
American citizen does not 
need a passport to enter 
Mexico or Canada.) 
Meanwhile, the search 

for Gait continued with 
scores of FBI agents 
scouring the Birmingham, 
Memphis and Atlanta 
areas in search of persons 
who might have seen him. 
In Birmingham one wit-
ness, Jimmy Phillips, told 
reporters he had informed 
FBI agents that a man 
who looked like Gait visit-
ed a gasoline station 
where Phillips worked i 
February and talked with 
him for about an hour. 
Shown an FBI photo of 

the subject, Phillips said, 
"It looks like him.' 

Talked About Georgia 
Phillips said that from 

the conversation he 
judged Galt was from 
Georgia. "He talked, about 
it a lot," Phillips said, and 
added that the white Mus-
tang Gait was driving at 
the time had G e o r g i a 
license plates on it, al-
though earlier it had Ala-
bama plates on it. A white 

Must,ng, registered in 
Gait's name and fouiTti 
abandoned April 11 in 
Atlanta, had Alabama 
plates. A white Mustang 
was seen fleeing the area 
of the assassination in 
Memphis. 
The filing of the con-

spiracy complaint and is-
suance of an FBI press 
release on the investiga-
tion apparently were de-
signed to solicit public 
help in finding Gait. The 
FBI urged that any infor-
mation concerning him be 
furnished to the nearest 
FBI office. 
Such a release normally 

would include information 
about a subject's birth 
date, places of residence, 
education and occupation, 
but the release on Gait 
contains scant back-round 
information and some of t 
was based solely on wh2t 

,alt had told other pe;-
3OflS. 

T h e release reported 
Galt had given his date of 
birth as July 20, 1931 and 
noted that persons who 
had met him said his 
language had rural quality 
and "suggests". that he 
probably does not have a 
high degree of education. 
Some information Gait 

gave to persons who have 
talked to the FBI ap-
parently has proven to l. 
fIse. He was quoted as 

saying he had been em-
Tyed as a shipyard work-

er in Pascagoula, Miss., 
and as a merchant sea-
man, but extensive check-
ing of records has pro-
duced no evidence that he 
ever held either job. 
The FBI release makes 

no mention of his occupa-
tion except to say he 
claimed, to have been a 
merchant seaman and a 
cook on Mississippi River 
boats. 

The conspiracy theory in 
the case was strengthened 
s o m e w h at Wednesday 
when witnesses who had 
identified FBI sketches of. 
Gait as being the man they 
knew by that name, de-
clared that a photograph 
the FBI released did not 
look like him. This raised 
the question of whethe: 

two different men . had 
been using the name. 

A. source close to the 
I n v e stigation, however, 
pointed out that the 
sketches were drawn by 
artists who were working 
on information supplied 
by the witnesses. He ad-
ded, "It probably would be 
natural for the witnesses 
to think that what they 
remembered that went in-
to the sketches looked 
more like the subject than 
the photograph." 
  n unanswered ques-
tion, however, concerns a 
telephone message, presu-
mably from Gait, asking 
that a duplicate Alabama 
driver's license be issued 
to replace one he had lost. 
The call was made to the 
highway patrol in Mont-
gomery March 1, tt 

day witnesses say Gait 
as attending a'5ftë1-' 

der's school in Los An-
geles. 
Gait was graduated from 

the school March 2 and it 
was from the school that 
the FBI obtained his pho-
tograph. It showed him3 
with his eyes closed. The 
FBI released a copy of it 

as well as a copy of one ii 1 

which an a r t i t had 
sketched in eyes. 

The FBI's news release 
noted that Gait also had 
used the names of John 
Willard and Harvey Low-
Myer in the past, but it 
mentions no times or pla-
ces he did so. It is known 
that a man using the nam 

killed, the day of th 
a s sassinatjon Investiga_ 
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The FBi's ne,vs release 
traces him back only to 
"1964 or D65" when he 
reportedly took dancing 
lessri:ns in \Tew Orleans. 
Again, this :nay be false 
information that Galt had 
passed on to other per­
sons. A chedz of New 
Orleans dancing schools 
turned up no ~race he had 
been there. 

Phillips, the Birming­
ham station attendant, 
said the man he thought 
looked like Galt vvho visit­
ed his station in Februarv 
was dressed neatlv in ; 
suit, shirt and tie. He said 
the man made no mention 
of racial problems or com­
muni~m. ":.fostly, we just 
talked about ,,·omen," he 
said. 

!;i: 
'1 !1 ~ ~-t! 
tlJl..;"1r. 
i'.1:111: 
!-! ;tr: 
fl::1;a~h2: 
R1:H1H: 

• 

.,.,.., "" "I "."0,-"""1"'"14~• -~ 91.,_J 
t .> ·-~..., '<---- ~.~:,6.:1 Jl ·~ \._:;-' 

~. 1:c~ !·;l:; :), 1:)3) laa! ,c·;;,;i1~J oy tl:,{)t:~·~;:;1) 
s·a· c,:, S'll'" i;n: ;:;l.;t>.:-,1'~:;) 
1:0 to HS ~c·,!J·,.t C:.s1,ta:1lf:} ~bfr,'.'J 
Mc-di~ Ii~;;: · \\'hi!i.'3 
!l~J'>'D, pc:.ii~ly cu? ,~ct\ 
lln cl!i::.:d ccop!o,-~~M 1.:1 !IH:n., 
,;011:esbly p:c:.~1di11,: l~I'\ e~r. ~;,c::tdly i19 l<•,t'..-cll': ,tJ,,z-:-dh 
■ ttt>nd~d done" ia!tNcti~~ achoo!; hoi r,•p,'<irdl~ r,•,o~ll'tts1 .-~ur~i' 
in b?Jten1in,. 

C;\lJilC;·J 
C-\LT 1:; ,ort:HT ,~ rO'i'if'.f.1'l0'i \\'IT!! ·\ ~tl'R.fiER Wl!PiEl~ 1m; \"Ir·w1 \li,\::l 
:-nor. l'O'i~WEP. .\R\\;•;!) ,\:-iil l-:\ii':r:\IEL'i f)A!'iG"::R.Ol'S, 

\ ~-\'.!l1r11 ... ,tJrtdu! v-·!~i b~1J~1J t.i't A;?°il t?, l:"3'i, g'l, Uir~in;h~~. :,!i'!i~:.,!, l'~:.n~t7h~ C~:,H ~.Hl) .... !, 

tiy::in~ t"..l i.1~:!r!en.• \\l:h a (\:n~tit•Jli:.i:Zl Rlf1~ uf ~ ciliZi.!D. \Tall~ {:-.!. r. S. t\~li.~Q °'1.'1·?11 1
:) -:n~ 

I~ r ~:, ~!~/?..!'ff n;:~:-.. 1,rrr;:1 e~:11r:-::-!l:1J ,-}1J1 ?~~~ >J1, PtlA$! ;!~"ll~'t !·l~ ·~, ce;tT!CT'l½~l 
i.r.::iL i::;: ~;;1~~. 1.::~::;,;1·1.-1£ Ir~:.;,:;~:;~ J/i~ .1;;L11;•JiiGi A\.\, f;:;} .Q}'l!~~t Ll~!~~ ~--1 Jl;;.~ 

"·' ,,., },,,,, 11..! 
\~•t,1 1; l'h"" 

Another attendant at the 
station. Henrv Rowell al­
so tolcl agent; that he 

0

hacl 
seen Galt there. He said 
the man stopper] "a coupla ' ISSU;D BY FBl-This is poster that the FBI began circulating in 
of times for gas" last fall. the search for Eric Starve Galt. The poster bears two photographs-

Galt lived in a roomin"' one with eyes closed, the other with the eyes drawn by an Fbt anisi'. 
house at 2608 Highland_,_ ~Jory on PJg~ 1 (,f) Wirephot" ... 

Ave. for six weeks from 
August to October of last 
year. The serdce station 
where the attendants said 
thry saw him is at 21S3 
!-1\S:(nlditl~· .. ~ ve. 
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·Assassin• Suspect It w 

Piecing The Puzzle Together 
By D. N. OPPENHEIMER 

Herald•l!Xamlner Selene• Writer 

In the late fall of 1949, a Los 
Angeles probation oficer anx­
ious to help a "first offend­
er" -wrote Mrs Lucille Ray, 
mother of 21-ye'ar-old· bur­

. glary suspect James Earl 
Ray. 

Records fail ·to indicate 
whether Mrs. Ray replied. 
And no trace of Ray can be 
found in local court records of 
the trail he left from his brush 
with the law in 1949 

But the FBI and the police 
in Memphis believe they have 

l 
pretty good idea what hap­

ened ta the 21-year-old youth 
aitght in the act of burglariz• 
g a Los Angeles restaurant 

9 years ago. 
The trail leads from job to 

job, jail to jail, prison to 
prison ... and finally-accord­
ing to federal and Tennessee 
warrants-to that fateful af­
ternoon on Friday, April 5. 

James Earl Ray, an un­
known wanderer, a school 
dropout---a · man who was· a 
good prisoner, a fair soldier 
and appar~ntly a to~ally un• 
successful· civilian-is the ob­
ject today of one of this na­
tion's most intensive man-

. hunts. He's wanted for the 
·murder of the Rev. Martin 
Luther King Jr. 

Authorities elsewhere are 
putting together a fairly com­
plete record of his activitie~ 
that took him fr'lm his Illinoi1-1 
, childhood to his current noto­
riety. Court records here prn-
vide them with at least a 
partial p'ic'ture of _thi!l ·40-year­
Old man _,»7ho told police be 
came to Los Angeles either to 

1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111-111' 

WASHINGTON (UPI) -Escaped convict James 
Earl Ray was given an extraordinary emergency 
listing on the FBI's roster of 10 most wanted crim­
inals Saturday, intensifying the nationwide manhunt 
for the accused assassin of Dr. Martin Luther King. 

111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 I I I I I I I I I I I I 1111111111111111111111111111 lll 

work or to try to get a job son City, Mo., and the federal 
overseas. penitentiary at Leavenworth, 

It was Oct. 7, 1949, when Kansas. 
Ray first came to the atten- The record showed that no 
tion of any known persons in property was taken from the 
Los Angeles. That was the cafeteria, but that a typewrit­
night Lee Strayhorn, assistant er had been removed to the 
manager of the Forum Cafete- fire escape on the. night Ray 
ria, 620 S. Broadway, found was caught by Straylwrn. Ray 
Ray hiding in the cafeteria's denied having been involved 
office. in a robbery. 

But Ray, reluctant to wait 
a r o u n d for conversation, 
struck Strayhorn and tried to 
dash to freedom via a fire 
escape from tile upstairs ot 
£ice. Parking lot attendant 
George Russell, responding to 
· a shout for help by Strayhorn, 
caught Ray and tried uns11c­
cessfully to grab him. 

Ray broke Russell's grasp 
and fled into the night ... but 
not until Russell tore Ray's 
shirt pocket, causing papers 
and money to fall to the 
ground. A check of the papers 
revealed Ray's name and h.ts 
address at 1119 S. Spence St. 

Three days later, Strayhorn 
spotted Ray in the Bank of 
America at Seventh and 
Broadway, and enlisted the 
aid of police officer R. R .. 
Ballou who apprehended Ray. 
The young man then was talc­
en t() City Hall: where he war 
booked on a burglarly charge 
-apparently the first charge 
in a ,riminal career that car­
ried him through state prisons 
at .Joliet and Pontiac, Jeffer-

He told police "I never was 
In the building and I don't 
even know where it is. I've 
only been in town three or 
four days. Someone stole 1 
identification papers." 

But testimony by cafeteri 
employes, particularly idert · 
fication by Strayhorn backed 
by that of Russell, weighed 
too heavily against the you,ng 
man. He was found guilty and 
sentenced to eight months. 
That -sentence was reduced to 
90 dais and three years pro• 
bation on recommendation of 
probation officer Robert V. 
Sieloff. Judge W. Turney Fox 
also extracted from the def ert 
dant a promise to abstain 
from drinking alcoholic bever• . ' ' 

ages. , 

'Phat promise was called for 
because Ray's testimony dur­
ing the trial, indicated' Ray's 
memory of events · quringf the 
robbery may have, been al•, 
fected ,by earlier beer drink .. 
ing. . ' .•. . ' . · .. ,' 

Ray toldtlte court',·;r~fis, 
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maybe, I had same beers or 
something." His probation of­
ficer said, "He denies that he 
is anything more than a so­
cial drinker and indicates that 
a few beers have a rather 
strong effect on him.' 

The probation officer's re­
port said Ray was a school 
dropout after completing the 
9th grade at Union High 
School, Ewing, Mo., ''because 
he did not want to attend 
scho,ol further." 

He worked for International 
Shoe Co., Hartford, Ill., until 
December, 1945, when he was 
laid off. He had been earning 

i
7 cents per hour as a labor­
r. Two months later, he en­
ered the U.S. Army as a 
rivate. In December of 1948, 

he received a general dis-
charge. He was a private 
then, too. 

After his Army discharge, 
Ray drew servicemen's read­
justment checks until May of 
1949, during which timP he 
began going through his sav­
ings account, which apparent­
ly he had been building since 
1944, The probation officer 
said Ray's passbook showed a 
balance as high as $1180, but 
that Ray started to withdraw 
money Jan. 28, 1949, and that 
the account was closed by 
June of that year. 

He moved on to Chicago in 
May of 1949, and worked full 
time as a rubber mold opera­
tor for the Dryden Rubber Co. 
He was earning $45 per week, 
but was laid off in September. 

The prob at i o n. report 
showed Ray liked to go to the 
movie~,9vJ.agazi'ne$ and 
date girls. He "appears 'to be 

• • 

,:-:,-:-=•-·,••·•·~:·--.·~::.::_ •. §5~:/iJ 
FB~ IS DISTRIBUTING TlDS PHOTOG~APH OF JAMES EARL RAY • 1 

Suspected slayer of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. on "most wanted" bst 
of normal intelligence and ad- come to Los Angeles in search said he then discovered his 
mits only an occasionally ex- of . .an uncle who had been uncle had gone to Illinois and 
cessive use of intoxicants," doing overseas construction that he '\has no local friends 
the court was advised. work in Guam and Wi!S sched- · who could _give ~~re-

Ray told authorities he had uled to meet him here. But he cQmmendations. ,~~ 
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Galt Tracked 

BIRMINGHAM, Ala (UPI) - FBI agents believed 
at _one pc;>int Wednesday that they had tracked down 
Enc Starvo Galt, the alleged assassin of Dr. Martin 
Lnth~r King, somewhere in California, sources close to 
the investigation lrave disclosed. 

The tip reportedly crune from, 't the "alleged br'other" or some ! he FB~ ~as r.efused to a 
other co-conspirator in the :w at balh5tics tests on at . killinl · w apon, found near the M 'm-

, · p s, Tenn., f I o p h o u s e at 
th:t ;:~~~tlyimw.p~~Jk.eca~;e ~{ served as the snipers vost, had 
that uthorities obtained a f t- riealed. 
degree 'murder warrant ag . st he. FBI. apparently had ta• 

s to belleve that Galt, ho 
Galt, ~nd also a_ federal ~arr t s aks with a rural accent nd 
charging him with_ co~sp1rac_y. had several aliases m· ht ti 

The exact location m Calif or- 1 ' ig ve 
nia where authorities expected 1 ·. . 

to mak~ the arrest was not rf turned to Birmingham atr 
disclosed, but Galt is kno. wn to t e assassination April 4. 
have spent time in the Los A check of 22 rooming hou es 
Angeles area. i Birmingham yesterday fo d 

Sources said the tip obviously 10 managers who said FBI 
was wrong, or that Galt-if he agents had questioned them in 
is in . C:alifornia-eluded authori- search of. Galt early this week. 
ties. . Most of the same boarding 

An FBI spokesman in Wash- ,houses had a Ire ad y been 
ington said "the FBI has no one checked by FBI agents in the 
in custody in connection with d~s immediately after ti 
~r. King':s slaying,'' but another sl ing when agents traced t e 
source ,,indicated the FBI was ri e found in Memphis to t 
i either in communication with or · 
questioning the "alleged broth- ~tinned on Page A4, Cot 
er" of Eric Galt. The brother 
h?s not been charged. 
· After Galt bought a rifle from 

a sporting goods store . here 
March 29, sources said, he took 
it to the ''a,lleged )?:r-other" who 
was quoted as saymg,.rthe .243 
l:temiiigton :rj:fle . was · "not the 

In.': w.· 'e .'.n~ed.!.'-,Gal···t t .. e· .turn· ed:,to 
e sporting · goods. store ~d 

. 

a·.P. ped the. first· rifle for:-a . .~ 
. :nemington pump action fle I 

1 , March , 3(1, sources clos to. 
ithe investi~.,,;oc .. ~: . • · . : 

The-Search 
For Galt 

, Goes -On 
(Continued from Page 1) 

store. ·• 
1 

Galt was charged Wednesda 
on a federal warrant signed b _ 
FBI agent Joseph H. · Gamble1 
and U.S. Commissioner Mildred' 
F. Sprague with conspiracy to 
violate the civil rights of Dr. 
King. 

All copies of the warrants 
from the charge were in FBI 
hands and not being released! 
publicly. The complaint from! 
which the warrant was drawn 
said the charge was based in 
part on "identification of the 
gun used by defendant . Galt 

[

und at the scene of the i 
rime." 

Thousands of black-and-white 
anted posters were distributed , 

throughout the nation ye.sterd1· 
describing Galt as "extreme 
dangerous," listing his _alias 
as John Willard and Harve 
Lowmeyer,_ and -~arr¥ing 'th 
FBI's special emergency phone 
number in Washington, NA 
87117, for persons -to call with 
information. 

l Ha _,_. __ 
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· · · · . h,!y"f ~p~d _tri~J;~ 
',_,.··. ·.1~p~· :.·:,:.,:'·1•••• ••• .··.a· .. -._··m· .. p :"'~F~·~s• .. -r-,- !:ttu,fh)if.caJ!s; ·. • " . ; ·'the , FBI· 'office·, bi El· 

: : . Ce~tro 'ialso ·was, swamp!:!d 

· .f n. ;f,fflftff aM; f OT · ;;f f ~f ?!:;~~t~ 
Jij."ffies · Earl Ray :f f 1d ~~~tr.tl~ ;iPl!i 

- volume ,of tips. 
BY JERRY COHEN 

Times Staff Writer 

Callers claiming to have know­
ledge of the whereabouts of James 
Earl Ray kept the switchboard 
h. ummin~ Saturday at Los Angeles 
FBI headquarters. 

Ray lived here until mid-March 
under the alias Eric Starvo Galt, the 
name used in Memphis on April 4 by 

· the man believed to have assassinat­
ed Dr. Martin Luther King. 

Telephone traffic in tips to the 
FBI here since disclosure of Ray's 
identity Friday has bee_n remarkab­
ly heavy, it was learned. 

The same apparently l1as been 
true of other FBI offices throughout 
Southern California, where Ray has 
been an off-and-on resident for 18 
years. 

The Riverside County Sheriff's 
Department reported the FBI's In­
dio office had received more than 75 
calls by noon Saturday. 

"They were from persons who 
thought they had seen the guy in 
stores or walking along highways. 
None panned out," said a sheriff's 
deputy. 

The deputy said an unfounded 
report that a man resembling Ray 
had been seen walking along an 
Im~t,J t:;ounty road Rrid?y ..!Jlay 

Some callers obviously 
were. cranks or practical 
jokers. Others were weU­
intentioned citizens whose 
tips, on occasion, led to 
awkward situations. 

A team of detectives. 
stopped a man on Wilshire. 
Blvd. Friday afternoon af­
ter a tipster had said he 
resembled Ray (Galt). The 
man was cleared immedi­
ately.' 

Another tip Saturday 
morning se'nt the same 
cletectiye . team to nearly 
the same spot on Wilshire. 
Tlie"aucijject" tdrtrea ~~J 
-· t:g·_~~JJJe very sa~ 
· they Jiad questioned a few 
' hours earlier. 

Gardena police received 
· a call from a man who 

!!,issed, "I'm the guy that 
shot Martin Luther King. 11 

Squad cars sped to the 
location where he said he 
would await arrest, a pay 
phone booth. When police 
arrivedL no one was · in 
~~~-~1 ~ ·;i 

For a time Saturday, the ~ 

Baldwin., Park .~olice · sta­
tion buzzed with activity 
after officers picked up a 
man said to resemble Ray. 

FBI · agents arrived at 
the station,.followed short­
ly by representatives of 
news media. · 

The man was cquestioned 
for- three hours, ,then re .. 

✓ Iea~eci~ proce-dure deve-
,~ lopmg Jnto, ,' a , common 

Patt,ern Saturday acro,ss 'fJ. . ~ " . the nation::'·· -,r~' , _i · . 

k-1-'1.,;, 
I · \'a, vi 

S·O· 4 rP 

• 
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___ po~-~ib' ~ ::. tep m l\.J .. ,1:J_t:_ __ !'.~-. 
l ken to see that he rs nc~ 

silenced before he talks 
... The country can be 
done great harm if foe 
truth is not established." 
It added ,:,at it quc 0 tioncd 
the wi:,t: ._ ,il of labeling 
Ray "arn,'-·d and e:drcmc-­
ly dangerous." 

r "i 
\ ., ..., 
'/lOV •... j 

, In four cities where the 
: investigation has been 
' concentrated - 1kn:nhis, ,\TL.\.:\"!'.\-The inve,;tigat iu'i c,C .t' Birmingham, Atlanta and 

till\ Dr. :\L-1rtin Luther Ein:; a.,;:o:1:i­
~ina'..lon ha,, been almtbl entirely ,,11 
J,'nI production, " fc.r•i t!Bt could 
prow' ctn 1):!IT~,.-::.-:in,; t0 the. bure.ttt 
if its l\'o. J .-::u.-::pcct, .fames I◄:;:d TL:iy, 
irn't apprehcncled--:ili\·(·. 
· The trail of H,n·, v:lw ·,,:ent iJ\" the 

n:tmc of Eric St;:"tn·o Galt, cm1~d in 
:\t!L1nLc1, where hi.; ·white ~lu~tJn,;, 
\':,1:-; foUJ~ll ali:11~cle>nC(t on ~\pril 11, 
:-:cwn c!ays ;:if,cr the- l:illinc; (,[ Dr. 
1-.::in~:; b:· ,, ~nipcr in ::.fcn,ph(.,_ T:1et'e 
has 1J,~en nr, trCtcc of hi1~1 .cincc e;:;1·ly 
the mornin~~ of Apl"il j.--:(1nlr' 1:2 to 
14 hour,;; ;\'.":er the ~hoo'.i·,1~-whr~i·1 a 
man Lit:li,5cd to be llim- "·c.,:; ~ccn 
lc,ffir,:; the cae in ,rn Ailc~nta i,ui:ilic 
housing proje:cL. 

Los Angclc-s-local police 
ha v c b c e. n practically 
shunted a~de br the FGI. 
, The FBI in~·esti,;ation 
:1as been handled at thE, 

highest le\·e1s, with its tw:> 
"·press releases on the cast 
coming out of ·wa,,hington 
and quoting Atty. Ccn. 
Ramsey Clark and F'BI 
director J. F:rlgar Hoo\·er. 
The relea . .::cs have gi H:n 
no indication win• more 
,vidcsprcacl local p;,Jicc ef­
fort; have not bun c·r.cciu. 
raged h a c,Fe tlwt prirn,,­
r'.iy conccrn:S a stat.e of­
fen~e-murder. 

Memphis police filed a 
Labeled 'I:xtremely Dan!!cnrns' d - rnur er -.van-ant agaiP,t 
'fhc FBI has lalic!cJ Ray "armed Ray .(then known 2s Galt) 

an c1 c:~:rcmcly dangcrnt~s," ctn d "\Vednc..::day, immediately 
t;1erc i,:; ?1·.•v:in~ co;'ccrn h~n~ that if after the FBI filed a 
tr:e elu.,n:C' ex.-convicf C', ec i.s l0cat◄ federal cornpiaint in Bir-
cc:, he ,nll be ;S},ot by }1is CJ.nt•)1',,. rningham char0ino- him 
T1i· co·t1d n, ti ,· f. • -------.. 0 

"' · 
1 •: l, 1can 11c r.10, n·c .cc· we wllh conspirincr Co \ i,licrtc 

:cbyins· would rin·et· be 1:nown .i.nd 
0 

the· country would be wracked ,·:ith 
1w110r:s and do~tbt.s about the killi:•,n 

1 • V' 
muc.1. as. 1t has bct:n .:,boPt the 
a:'::a~snnt10:1 of Prc.,icle:::t .John F. 
J\_cn~~ '.:?/ly' \vhosc 3.3~s::0in' 1~8C rr ar­
H:y Oc:\·:,,ld, "·as fot3.l1-,· :l10L b-, .J.~c-L 
I~uby. ,.I .. 

'rhc .\.tl:,:1t:.1 .Jour:1;d. in i'.c: 1~'::,d 
cclitori::ll S·tw,J-i·· (1 •c'·rc·.:- ,,,,., 

. .. • ...... • .. .. ' -./ ' - ._, .. l ... , \,. '~ C 

re;;arc.t 1t as 1rnp2nti,.-c tk:t J:imc.~ 
E~:·l }b_, .... 1)c t;.:,;:ctl i,u) c1ist,)dy 
alr,:c :nvL,t!o;::cly prot,,ct.~.J t:1crc:,d'-
1c I,. ti' · t' 1·11 l ·:·. . 1 us Lo nc .r::.,c:,,- c·,cx/ 

• 
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the civil rights of Dr. 
Kin·g. On Friday the FBI 
identified Galt as Ray, a 

-40-yr.ar-old escapee from a 
20-year robbery term at 
Missouri State Penitentia­
ry. 

'fhe FBI has been espe­
cially sensitive about its 
investigation, perhaps be­
cause it had stopped keep­
ing a protecth·e eye on Dr. 
King. In tlie tmbulent 
days of civil rights demon­
strations in Alabama in 
19G;} and ~Iissbsippi in 
1966, FBI c1gcnts frequent­
ly ,vere seen keeping close 
tabs on him. However, 
none apparently was in 
the area of Memphis' Lor­
raine Motel on April 4 
'\':hen he was shot while 
stern cling on a balcony 
Olltiide -Els room. 

Until its press relca.::es, 

• 
designed to ~olicit public 
aid in locating the suspect, 
the FBI also had been 
unusually secretive about 
its investigation. 

Dr. King was shot at 6:01 
p.m. (CST) and moments 
later a man believed to be 
Ray, using the alias, John 
Willard, was seen hurried­
ly lca\·ing a cheap board­
ing house from which the 
shot was fired. \Vitnesses 
said a white :Mustang left 
the scene. 

Witnesses at the Capitol 
Homes Project near the 
state capital here said a 
white :Mustang registered 
to Ray was parked there 
by a man sometime be­
tween 7 a.m. and 9 a.m. 
April 5. They could not 
identi[v him. Their esti­
mate of the tinv~, consider-

• 

ing an hour's time zone 
differential, meant the car 
was parked about 12 to 14 
hours after the shooting. 

The Georgia 1fotor Club, 
an affiliate of the Ameri­
can Automobile Assn. re­
commends a 380 - rn i 1 e 
route for highway travel 
between 1Iernphis and At­
lanta. 

The club recommends 
this route as the shortest 
and most feasible: U.S. 72 
from ticmpliis to Tuscum­
bia, Ala.; U.S. 72 alternate 
to Decatur, Ala.; Alabama 
State 67 to Junction of 

The Tennessee Highway 
Patrol issued an·~alert tor 
the Mustang shortly after 
the assassination, but did 
not send the alert on to 
state police in r.Iississippi, 
Alabama or Georgia. 

"There really is not a 
good alternate route," said 
a motor clnb spokcs111c1r.. 
"Some people discuss 
going hy way of Kashville 
and Chattanooga because 
it includes a lot of suDer­
highway, but it is almost 
100 miles farther." 
, If Ray i,vas fleeing th/j 
assassination scene in thi~ 

U.S. 231; U.S. 231 to ~rustang, there arises th, 
junction of U.S. 278; U.S. .question of why it was 12 
278 to junction of Georgia to 14 hours before he 
State Route 6; State 6 to arri\·ed at the public hous­
junction of lnterstate 20 ing project. 
and Interstate 20 into At-

1 
There has been specu1a­

lanta. ----------~-;:i0n that he drove to 
Atlanta because it has a 
major airport ,vith inter­
national flights and direct 
jets to major cities. But 
the place he parked is 
about 10 miks from the 
~irport. i 

· : An Atlanta taxi driver 

had told PBI agents tha!; 
he recognized a sketch or 
Ray as the man he picked' 
up in Atlanta's northea~t\ 
hippie section the night of 
April 5 and took for a two­
block ride. But ai'ter see­
ing a photograph of Ray, 
the cabbie said. "TJ,at is 
definitely not the ni;rn I 
pick'-ccr u·p.t ·- ·-----· 
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Ray"Had Restless Year 
After. Escaping Prison· ... 
..J'~lll,s Earl Ra~, !he man December - Sometime 
Alpected of killing Dr. during this month he clo­
N!Jirtin.Luther King, spent ses a safe deposit box he 
a restless year after his 
escape last April from obtained at Birmingham 
Missouri State Penitentia- Trust National Bank last 

August. ry. 0 
The moves and cross- Dec. 14- n or about 

country journeys of Ray, this evening in Los An­
tq.e man authorities first geles, offers to drive Hol­
identified as Eric Starvo 1 Y w O o d song w r i t e r 
Galt, are retr.aced chrono- Charles 1Stein to New Or­
logically from reports of leans and back free of 
news media, the FBI and charge if Stein will sign 
eyewitnesses: former Alabama Gov. 

April 23, 1967-James George C. Wallace's quali­
Earl Ray escapes from f)'."i~g petitio~ for Califor­
Missouri State Penitentia- mas June primary: _ballot. 

Dec. 15-0n ';jt""-aoout W· ,-----------
--Aug. 26, 1967-E r i c I 
~arvo Galt rents a room : 
in a Birmingham boarding 
house run by Peter 
Cherpes, telling Cherpes 
he plans to stay three or 
{-our months. 
"' Aug. 30-Buys a 1966 
white Mustang from Willi­
am D. Pciisley of Birming­
ham, paying about $2,000 
in cash for the car. 

September - Sometime 
this month Galt receives a 
jackage in the mail from 
'Chicago weighing 20-25 
pounds, 3 feet long by 1 
foot wide. 

Oct. 7-Checks out of the 
Birmingham b o a r d i n g 
bou_se after staying only 
~ix weeks, not the three or 
tour m o n t h s he t o I d 
therpes he was going to 
stay. Says he is going to 
lvtu'u:tkctrlook foP a JUIT. ' 

this date, drives Stein to 
Wallace headquarters Tn 
North Hollywood. Later 
that afternoon, accompa­
nied by Stein, drove in 
white Mustang to New 
Orleans. During the two­
day drive tells Stein he 
has just sold a bar in 
Mexico. \ .. 

Mid-December .;j._ Ray 
signs up for dancing les­
sons at the National Dance 
Studios in Long Beach, 
paying five $20 bills for 
the $100 deposit, then re.:. , 
turns with $365 to pay the , 
balance. During a dance I 

,, lesson, tells one9~ 
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· t tors that he has a _ _R~a y is k n o w ri to J }l~rch- 29 ... ~ Pu~cµ.ases: 11
'!.§JUC 0 -=~ . . ~--..L.1"1f1e from FspiHcrl+g' 

restaurant or a _bar along hive been a mg~;1Y 7 go_ods store ne·ar 'tlie air-
the coast of Mexico: . tron of the Rabbits, Foot ~rt in BirmJn·gh,:am.: 

Dec. 19-Ray and. Stem Club, a cocktail lounge at Buys a .243-caliber -~~ , 
leave New Orleans (m the 5623 Hollywood Blvd. Bar- 1ngton _ rifle. but retµms 
Mustang) for L?s A1;1geLles. tenders recall he often ' later the same day - lo 

Dec. 21-Arrives m osl . \ exchange it for a' .30-06 

tngeles. ' preached his support of I rlfle, declaring that he and 
J 19 1968-Applies Wallace and once was ! his brother have,_. decl~ed_ 

an. ' involved in a dispute in I the .243 is not suited• ;for 
or a six-week course at which he indicated that he -their hunting purposes. 

International School of · The .30-06 retails for 
Bartending in Los An- was anti-Negro. $139.95; Ray paid cash. _ 
geles. Th~ school's dire_c- Feb. 12_-Ends his dance April 3--The night cle~lc: 
tor has said that Ray paid lessons m Long Beach at the Rebel Motel : 1n. 

l
he $220_ fee in cash and atl, before completion °! all 50 Memphis say_ i_ a ,:n~n_'' ·.re: 
he same time told him hours commg to ~im be-· gistered as Eric. S. Galt on 

- -------= - cause, he tells studio man- this date; He also noticed 
hat he (Ray) wanted to _go ager, he wa~ts to conc7n- that a white Mustang wtth 
o work as soon as possib- trate on ,his bartendmg Mexican tourist stickers' 

le. course. . was parked at- the mqtel 
, Jan. 20 - Begins bar- February - A gasolme while the man stayed 
tending course. station attendant 1.'ecalls there. · 

January to March - talking with a man who April 4-A man n~~ 
Dur n Fn~ months, looks like Ray at_ his "John Willard" who fits, 

Birmingham gas station Ray's description registers · 
sometime during the at a S. Main St. roomirig, 
month. The attendant says house about 3:15 p.m,. The 
the man was driving a landlady recalls that the 
white Mustang with Geor- man preferred a room in 
gia license plates. the back (that had a view 

March 1-A person, who of the Lorrain~- M o,t e 1 
identifies self as Galt, calls where Dr. Martm Lµther 
Alabama State Highway, King was staying). · .. ' 1 

Patrol in Montgomery to One ,of the octupan~s .of 
request a duplicate driv- the Memphis _r o om, 1,n g . 
er's license It was mailed house has said h~, saw 
to his form~r Birmingham "Willai:d" !'alk o'!lt ~f the 
boarding house address bathroom 1mmed1ately af-: -
and subsequently picked ter he heard a sho~, fhen . 
up by someone who was walk down the ~ta~s ~d , 
not seen by anyone living out of t~e roommf hou~e 
in the boarding house. on S: Mam St. _ , · , . , 

March 2 _ Graduates ,- 'Y1tnesses have _,told of 
from his b a r t e n d i n g seemg one .<>r tw? white --

h . • Mustangs parked m front-
course, has 1s picture f th ... _ • g· h use be-
taken and declines a job O e roomm O . , ... 

th t the school's director for~ they heard .a s~ot. A., 
a . _ h" • h white Mustang. was seen . 

obtamed for im saym_ g e 11. y m· 1·nu·tes_· a~ -·· h · pu mg awa . - i-
ha_s to leave to se.e. 1s ter the firing. ( .. _ 
brother. April ·a-Residents pf a 

March ~On or albout housing development near · 
thls date, calls the director the state cap,itol in Atlanta 
of. the hart.ending school ],'~call seeing a man fitting 
and again refuses a job Ray's description park the 
offer.• · white Mustang registered 

Mid-March -· Ray last · to Galt around S:30 a.m. 
seen in Los Angeles at the , this morning. . -. . ·· · 
Rabbit's Foot CJub, ·f!ome:-

1 
, .Two Atlanta taxl'dr1ver.s 

time during .the week of· i · remember driving ~ pia'.h." 
Ma,rch 20 . or March_ ~Jh.o looked li~e Ray- 'Ori. 
ac~or-cnfur'to a barten71er. , two short cab r1de~7 
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SHACK_ON EDGE OF TOWN 

Ray Family Alias' 
Traced in Missouri 

BY VINCENT J. 1TrnTr1' 
Times Staff riter 

* EWING, Mo.—The man 
of many aliases who is 
theing sought by the FBI 
as the suspected slayer of 
Dr. Martin Luther King 
apparently spent his boy-
hood years here living 
under an assumed family 
name. 
An expanding web of 

circumstantial evidence in-
dicated Sunday that the 
fugitive, James Earl Ray, 
40, is the same individual 
as the youngster who is re-
membered here as James 
Raynes, eldest son of the 
impoverished family of 
Jerry Raynes. 

If so, an appraisal of the 
character traits of James 
Raynes made by school 
authorities contains a 
grimly prophetic note. 
The school records of sister of Ray, but has 

James Raynes include a declined to permit de-
notation rating him as an tailed questioning. 
untrustworthy person who During two decades of 
"needs watching." arrests a n d convictions 

It had been previously Ray has used such aliases 
disclosed that James Earl as James M cBride, James 
Ray's parents used the Walton, W.C, Her'Ion and 
family name of Ryan, as Jam es O'Connor, in addi-
well as the name of Ray tion to Harvey Lowmyer, 
under which his birth on John Willard and Eric 
March 10, 1928, was regis- Starvo Gait. 
tered at Alton, Ill. Docu- i Came in Early '30s 
mentary and other evi- ' 

denee here provided the The Raynes family came 
first indication that Ray's to Ewing in the early 

1930s and spent the years 
family during his boyhood of the Great Depression 
years lived under a third living in a shack on the 
name. edge of town. As one old 
Dropped Out of School timer recalls it, " Every-

The suspected slayer, body was poor then but 
Ray, several years ago I the Rayneses were poor-
told a probation officer in i poor." 
Los Angeles  that he i The elder Ranes a-
dropped out of school I parently never held a-steil-
Ewing, Mo., at about tiTY job. — 

  Jáme Raynes dropped 
ut of the Ewic 

school at the age of 15, 
failing to graduate with 
his eight-grade class. His 
family moved away soo 
hereafter. 

James Raynes is The 
ojily pupil listed in the 
Ewing public school's re-
cords who fits Ray's de-
scription. Moreover, the 
birth date recorded in 
school records for Jame 
Raynes is the same 
Ray's. 
Like Ray, Raynes had a 

younger brother, J oh n. 
Like Ray, Raynes' mother 
was named Lucille. Like 
Ray, Raynes had a sister, 
Marjorie Raynes, who 
died at the age of 6 and is 
buried at the Ewing Ce-
metery. 
Both the Raynes and the 

Ray family are known to 
have lived in Quincy, Ill., 
in the 1940s. 
Melba Ryan, of Quincy, 

has identified herself as a 

The school records show 
at James Raynes en 

tered school in 1935 and 
flunked the first grade, 
but caught up later by 
skipping the fifth grade. 
After a poor start, his 
grades improved and be-
came better than average 
until the eighth grade 
when his performance 
timped. 
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'. ·. The Rev. Virgil Oscar 
;-Oraws;-a' minister and 
'teacher at nearby Phi-
l a d e 1 p h i a; M o., w a s 
Raynes' last teacher, serv­
ing as his instructor in the 
seventh and eighth grade. 

"As I remember James 
Raynes," the Rev. Graves 
told a reporter, "he had an 
intelligence that , was a 
little better than average 
bu~ .. didn't apply him-

. sel~ He Tuowed a little 

• 

resentment. He had given 
some previous teachers 
some trouble but he didn't 
give me any trouble. He 
missed school some and he 
did his work pretty well 
but he made no real extra 
effort." 

On an intelligence test 
given him at the age of 10 
he scored 108, slightly 
better than average. The 
score is close to the 105 
mark that was achieved on 
an intelligence test 2"iven 

• 

Ray when he was a con- SeGond ' lfllSUC~fu\•' ~att 
vict two years ago. . tempt to.

1
e~cap~.i@.tt ~e, .. • 

The test was adminis- penitentiary -a,t· ,Tefferson!.'.-. 
tered at the Missouri State City, Mo:, '3/'hefe he·, ·:w$.1;/ 
Hospital at Fulton as part . serving a 20-:y~·ar ~enreJ'.l~ ·:: 
of a psychiatric examina- f · armed r,(>b:b,ery~s:, /,\,1 f 
tion given Ray after his n his •thdr~. e$,~pe ;.a~ :i 
__ .:::__ __ __:, _____ _.:...:1---m-p_t_a----cy--'-'cea;:~~;~me ' ,_ 

eded :by hi<;ling ·itiil1.ba 
et of loav:~s ,of !Jr~~. lq1 
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Ray:· 
Strange 

~·collfliCts \ 
(From Herald-Examiner Wire Services) 

BIRMINGHAM, Ala.-Widely 
varying descriptions given by 
witnesses to newsmen and to 
the Federal Bureau of Investi­
gation has prompted speculation 
that Eric Starvo Galt was a 
"cover" name used by several 
men in a conspiracy to assassi­
nate the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. 

After the F .BJ. said Friday 
that Galt was James Earl Ray, 
a 40-year-old escaped convkt, it 
was noted that his description 
did not · match that given by 
earlier witnesses. 

Witnesses wh0 had known 
Galt in the past six months have 
described: 

A long-nosed man in his late 
20's who was seen in Memphis 
at a rooming house from which 
the shot was fired that killed 
Dr. King. 

A 36-year-old "avid dancer" 
~o bought a rifle in Birming­
ha\m and who took dancing les­
sons in New Orleans at the time 
when James Earl Ray, the 
fourth Galt, was imprisoned in 
Missouri. t4 4 · 

The witnes~who saw Galt at 
a Memphis roommg hous~ said 
that he was 5 feet 11 inches or•. 6 
feet tall, slender,· weighing 165 
pounds, with, sandy hair and a 
long pointed nose. The oldest 
estimate of his age was 32 
years, the youngest 26. 

At· iJ. B-irmingham rooming 
house where Galt lived for six 
weeks last fall, he was de­
scribed as being 5 feet 10 inches 
tall, weighing 175 pounds, about 
30 years old with brown hair 
and a slightly Southern accent. 

The F .B.I. description that 
was released Wednesday night 
said that Galt was between 5 
feet 8 ~nches and 5 feet 11 
inches tall, weighed about 160 to 
175 pounds, was of medium 
build, and had brown hair and 
blue eyes. ,,: _, _, - __________ ....! 

• 
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T"J MOST recent photo of 
Jai,ies Earl Ray ••• graduate 
of_"b~rtending school here 

MISSOURI state p11ison's 
file mugs, Jan. 1966 • • • 
He fled in April of 1'967 

• 

ALIAS Eric Starvo Galt in 
1960 • • • FBI identified 
this man as suspect Ray 

arl·· Ray 
or robbery of 
rocery - stor:e 

• 

• ", I 

Ii;~~ . 
... -. 
. ~~~ 
~ .. ,' ·. =. !'!l\.' ,, 

CftlCAGO POLICE 'claim . tq. 
ha:ve earliest known-photo, 
taken upori arrest in 1 J54 
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Los Angeles court records 
reveale4 today that the man 
sought 'in the slaying of Dr. 
Martin Luther King led the 
life of a drifter from the time 
iJ:l.e dropped out of high school. 

The report was made public 
at the C9unty Probation Of­
fice on the background of 
James Earl Ray, 40, also 
know as Eric Starvo Galt, and 
other aliases. 

A complete dossier was 
written on Ray following a 
1949 burglary arrest here. The 
probation officer's biography 
of the dropout depicts hhn as 
a wanderer con~ntlY Aeking 
greener grass. 

Ray was arrested here Oct. 

t ... ,~.-~ 
11, 1949, four days after he 
was seen burglarizing the Fo­
rum Cafe. During the bur­
glary he was spotted inside 
the restaurant and a typewrit­
er was found on a nearby fire 
escape. 

He tussled with two men 
during his escape, but his 
pocket was torn, spilling his 
identification onto the ground. 
The arrest f~'llow~d._., 

Then Superior . Judge W. 
Turney Fox sentenced Ray to 
eight months in jail, but re­
dtJced the sentence to. _90 days. 

• 

and three years probation 
plus a promise to abstain 
from drinking alcoholic bever­
ages. ~~ 

Prior to Ray's court appear­
ance Deputy County Probation 
Officer Robert V. Sieloff 
probed Ray's past for a report 
which helped guide Judge FOi'. 
in sentencing Ray. 

Sieloff's report showed Ray 
was born on I I in 
Alton, Ill., a suburb of St. 
Louis directly across the Mis­
sissippi River. He was the 
eldest of three sqns and was =--= 
reared ilb-Al~n~nd Quincy, 
Ill., nearby. a - the family 
moved to Ewing, Mo., where 

· Ray dropped out of high 
school in his freshman year. 

"I didn't want to go any 
more," Ray told Sieloff dur­
ing his probationary discus­
sion. 

After moving around t he 
Midwest for several years, he 
went to work at Intern.ational 
Shoe Co. in Hartford, Ill., at 
77 cents an hour. Christmas­
time 1945 he was laid off. 

Two months la~er, six 
~-

• 

months, alter, ~orld War )t 
ended, Ray entered the U.S. Asked'why he,i'c~e-'io; Lo~ 
Army I from which he re- An~ele~, Ray· told Si~loft ;b,e') 
ceived an honorable discharge planneo tn,j~ hi_s : , Ji '. : 
in December 1948. He served ; (unidenmfieq ,. , ,~~ . ' oveij~t~;; 
in Germany two years both iri worker, who· _then ·"~: ,~161?{ 
th.e infantry and military pol~ ed .on Guam.· Ray t~ld ta ': .: 
ice. Sieloff's report indicates probation ~fficer he :warlf~rtJ::} 
he made a "reason;tbiy acte- work outs1~e · the CQnti&enun:,~ 
quate adjustment while in the United States ·· .· ·. 1 < ' • · .. · : ., 1 

Army, ·though he had some When' he w~s. arre~t~ihJJ:/ 
difficulty in the infantry." Ray_ listed his ~~thefa~ lfN~.\ 

For five months after his Lucil~~- }!fly, A:Itonv.lll. ,Hi$'';,, 
father died · ··19ka · . •. · .. ,-:, ·: .·· discharge he was unf:)m_ ploy- · · , ·• lil •. -w. T : , ·•: '.·; ""'' • 

ed. Then he f9"1Yb wdpk with , A w~nte(i~])OS.ter,c~fiµtti(I•:~' 
the Dryden, Rubber~, Co. in , t~e pr9bation .·., r~,tn>~' · ·.~~::, 

,_ . his grandmother; Mrs. ~· 1 

Chicago at $45 a. week. He lo; 'Maher, and -a • brothet .·. : Johll · 
th t . b t · lived ·in .. St ; ~ui$~: :Mot11et· , 

a JO ' 00. ' ." brot~er,; .· Jerry{,_:-,estdM .. ~ .. ! 
During this time he pur- Wheeling;. Ill .. · ·...;,;,_ _., .,._ >~t 

chased a 1947 automobile, · . 1 --'-'-'-'- • • · ., 

but fell behind in payments · •---,-._,;; 
and it was repossessed. 

But he also maintained a 
bank account after his ·· dis­
charge at Alton Banking .and 
Trust Co. which once, had a . 
balance of $1108. But the sum , 
was depleted and the 'account ' 
closed in June 1949. ·· 

s i e I o f f 's report said he 
found Ray to be a man of 
normal intelligence.: The re~ • 
port Said Ray was an avid 
movie fan attending theaters 
two or three times weekly. He 
dated frequently.~~" . · 
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FOUR VIEWS Of ASSASSIN SUSPECT~A. 
t#;E~url Ray, left, is compared to _ari.-ortist 

• 
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!'1i@?ect The picture of RaY at the fdr right, also made in<\:l 9'6©1
, 

1(5,,,·:, 
comparea to the . photo witnesses identiHed as Eric S't<lr~µ, ,Quijl;· 

· · ·. !A'ltV{ft.Philfosf 'T · 
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,y Missouri Escapee Revealed, ,., 
as Onetime Prisoner ih)l~A":J 

WASHINGTON (UPI)-The FBI said Friday that the ''Eric 's~tvo 
Galt" who was sought across the nation in connection with -the assa:ssi­
nation of Dr. Martin Luther King is in fact James Earl Ray·. who 

(
·-. escaped from the Missouri State Penitentiary 5~~A~ ago. · ·-·. 

Ray, who had an arrest record 
dating back to 1949, was convicted 
of burglary in Los Angeles in 1949 
and served 90 days in the Los 
Angeles County jail that year. 

FBI Director J. Edgar Hoovel 
said a systematic comparison of fin 
gerprints uncovered .in the case wit 
the prints of more than 53,00 · 
p~rsons led to the. determination 
"that Galt and Ray are identical." 

But the announcement raised 
some questions. On Wednesday, 
when Hoover identified Galt as the 
man. sought for conspiracy in the 
slaying, he said that Galt had taken 
dancing lessons in New Orleans in 
1964 and 1965. But :B'riday's FBI 
announcement said Ray was in 
prison between 1960 arid April 23, 
1967, when he escaped., I,. · 

Sentenced to 2Cf Yea1·s 

I 
Ray was senfenced to 20 ·years on 

Dec. 18, 1959, on a. charge of armed 
robbery in St. Louis .Circuit· Court. 
He and another ex-convict,· James 
Owens, were convicted of robbing• a. 
St. Louis superma:fket of $+90. i · 

Convicted <by a · jury which d . 
Hberated 20 min:utes, Ray attemp,te . 
to escape from, the courtroom b ·· 
jumping into an elevator. · He made 
two unsuccessful attempts:to ·escape· 
from the Missouri penitentiary be­
fore he succee.ded last year. 

Hoover did ·•. not . mention the 
, discrepancies between; his statement 
Wednesday and his late'fit ~.npounce'... •. 
ment. FBI •• officials hap.ded 'the 

. announcement 'to ~eporters . b tr t 
~ ... !J:"""Answer rto · trnestiofi:.¥.:.. ___ :;;g;;,1 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



S 

rannouncing riday a James Earl Ray was  bornAlton March 10, The 1928.FBI gave the birthdate  inRay's identity, but did 

not give a birthplace. 
Clerk Paul A. Price said all otherJ 

details of the record were confiden-
tial. However, it was learned the 
Alton Ray was born at 1021 W. 9th 
St. His father reportedly had the 
same name and was listed as a 
laborer. 

Left School in 10th Grade 

The FBI said Ray left school in 
Alton in the 10th grade. 
The principal at Alton Senior High 

School said his records showed three 
.James Rays attended the school 
during the period Ray would have 
been a student and he was trying to 
I determine whether ' any of them 
were the man identified by the FBI. 
The FBI handed out two pictures 

of Ray taken in 1960. In several 
I ways, they matched pictures of Gait 
L taken in 1968. In both pictures, deep 
lines ran from the subject's nose to 
his mouth. The ears lobked identical 

, and so did the lines around the eyes. 
In its announcement Wednesday 

! the FBI said a warrant had been 
filed charging that Gait entered into 
a conspiracy with "an individual 
whom he alleged to be his brother." 
It said the conspiracy "continued 
until on or about April 5, 1968, to 
injure, oppress, threaten or intim i-
date Martin Luther King Jr." , Dr. King was slain on the balcony 
of a motel in Memphis on April 4. He 

wr- e in   

announcement., it was re-
ported Thursday that an 

informer cooperating with 

the FBI led to a belief that 

!Dr. Kings slayer was in 
California. 

A reliable source told 
UPI that FBI agents were 
in communication with 
Gaits ' alleged brother. 
Out of its belief that an 

arrest was imminent Wed-
nesday, the FBI had filed 
its charges against Galt. 
Officials in Memphis fol-
lowed up by swearing out 
a murder warrant for his 
arrest. 
But if the manhunt—one j 

of the most intensive in 
American history—was in 
fact closing around Gait. 
he apparently managed to 
escape it. 

Aliases Told 

Ray was identified in the 
F B I announcement as 
having used the aliases of • P 
Eric Starvo Gait, Harvey 
Lowmyer, John Willard, a 
James McBride, James 
Walton, W. C. Herron and 

  said " I 
mina l record dated back to 
1949 when he was convict-
ed of burglary in Los 
Angeles. He was convicted 
of armed robbery in Chica-
go in 1952 and of forging 
U.S. postal money orders 
in Missouri in 1955. 
He had served, time in 

the Los Angeles County , 
jail in 1949; in state pri-
sons at Joliet, Ill., and 
Pontiac, Ill., from 1952 to 
1954; and in the federalj 
penitentiary, at Leaven- 1 
worth, Kan., from 1955 to. 
11958. 

The FBI attributed a, 
number of characteristics 
to Gait which it did not 
mention in its announce-
ment of Ray. 

It said Galt 
E  

had a ner-
vous habit of puln 
 taste for beer 

aL. -a and d iuve 
dancing. 

It had identified Gait by 

n' rofession as a cook o 

Mississippi River, vessels' 
nd as a seaman. It said 

ay worked as a baker, 
ahorer and "color match-itie j t.U111IUL. I 

The man who checked [ e 
into the Memphis rooming 
house a few hours before • G 
Dr. King was shot used 
the name John Willard. 

was shot from ambush by aman in a The latest development 
rundown rooming house across the strengthened the theor 

, street. The man escaped in a white that Dr. King's slayer had 
Mustang, later found abandonedin ' carefully created the 'per-

bonallty of "Eric Starvo 
Wo1Tiention of  ' r Gait" the allegc   in the months before 

lot 
he murder in a plan to es 
 fl-er the crime_wa,s 
committed,  

I.." 

No mention was made of 

a it' s graduation 1 a s t 
larch 2 from a Los An-

. g 
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"lo~; ····;;d Ray as a days, he was sentencefl to · """"' "Ray should be consi- ', ed :of~uto~obil~ th\!tJarj_~~: 
.~drifter." three months at hard labor dered armed and extreme- was s~~ced)td~,y~,s;) 
f ,Warden Harold Swenson for being drunk and ly dangerous,", the ;ifi)~rf r ~ ~q;t,l ·' . ", ,, .. , !} 

iif-~.~~(*Ouri State Pri'" breaking arrest. said. . · · < ' , ,:·/ /.') :/~t~:::t1i~/ 
jfon,,h1.!Je£fetsori City, said Ray was _named as a rn·. addition; to· he!~'- \, · · 
ilta;f/w,as ·''im .evasive type federal fugitive. in a~ FBI tonvicted 01( '!\¥.0 !:at~·'.(;~ ' · .. . 
of persoJ;}/; complaint'fi:led on July 20, robbefy chargeir ifor:.}?.~Id"'':, :·$,-$'1UJ!I' . 1, :,., I, .'\t' '\j. ·: 

"I don't · think anybody 1967, charged with· illegal . ing up the St.l'Lo&is~!p~r- '.: ..,_. ··-'-" · •· · ·., · ''---· .. ,..;',.\J.: •. t<J'· ·" -~ · 
' ' ' .·, l :· -~I·: ' ' 

either. lik.ed him or dis- .· flight. = .. -::-:,\ market, Ray- .was· &ro:"1,ct* , 
liked ,him, 11 the warden 
·said. 

Swenson -said Ray had 
s u c c eeded in escaping 
from the prison by hiding 

--f· n a bread truck. He had 
een working in the pri"'. 
on's foo.d ser':ice system. 

Galt was said on Wed­
nesday to have used Ian-

. guage and diction reflect­
ing a "rural" quality and : 
Hoover said his speech : 
suggested "that he probab­
ly does ;not .have a high 
degree in education. 11 

- Hoover said Ray had 
joined the · Army in ~- 1 

bruary, . 1946, ·and was 
given a general- discharge · 
in December, 1948, due· to 
ineptness and a lack of 
~bijj_tzta 52apt ~o ~ilitary 

· life: -Uurmg 'lus . v.rce-7 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63) 
• • • 

(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 

'.s'iipecf s CrimTnaf 
Career Started.With 
f A. Theft in 1949 

BY JERRY COHEN 
Times Staff'Wrtter 

The criminal career of James Earl 
Ray, the man suspected of killing 
Dr. Ma.rtin Luther King, began in 
the heart of downtown Los Angeles 
early on an October evening 18 
years ago. - . 

He tried to steal a typewriter from 
the third floor office of the Forum 
Cafeteria at 620 S. Broadway. 

The.assistant managercaught him 
in the act and scuffled with him, but 

1 Ray got away-not for long~ how• 
ever; 

As he fled across a parking lot at 
525 . s·. Spring -St., a parking lot · 
attendant heard the assistant mana­
ger's cries and grabbed Ray. 
· The two struggled. Ray broke free, 
but a. bank savings book and his 
Army discharge papers fell to the 
pavement from his tornshirt pocket. 

. . Recognized at Bank 
That incident, and an extraordina­

ry coincidence, led to the first arrest 
, in Ray's long career of lawlessness-­
, a· span of misconduct that may have­
re~ched a climax in Memppis April ~:--- ~ - - -, ~ 

~ays later, on Oct.,(' I~,: 
theparing lot attendant recognized~ 
Ray emerging from a bank at 7th St.:_ 
and Broadway. · · · · 
' He attracted the attention. - of 

nearby . policemen, who arrested 
Ray, and matched -him up with the 
bank book an\f Army papers; · ; 

Ray was given 90 days in the 
County Jail and placed on two years 
probation by Superior Judge w~ 
Turney Fox1 now retired. : 

· Judge· Fox's leniency was based on -
the report of Dep. County Probation · 
Officer Herbert W. Audit and the 
plea of Dep. Public Defender Rich.!: 
ard S. Buckley, who represented 
Ray, who was unemployed at the 
time .and broke. _ 
. Audit today is in the_ probation 
department's Santa · Monica office~ 
while Buckley has· risen to head of 
the public defender's office. -

Neither recalled the case Friday. 
but Buckley, in appealing for proba~ 
tion when Ray appeared Dec. 30., 
1949, before Judge Fox for sentenc• 
ing, said: · : . . • 
· · ''. . -. I feel ,he: not only is eligible 
for probation· but t~at. he is a fit 

, subject for probatio:q •.•• 1illis· man_ 
.i~~i:1 ... ~tt~on ~o stand. o~r:1:"• :s ~ 
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f€e'i:, ai1& apparen'° ba~ , 
done so for a per od o 
time •.• 
· "He apparently is thrif­
ty, acquired some savings 
and also did fairly well in 
the Army. In view of these 
. circumstances, I feel he is 
a good risk on probation 

" . . . 
"I think you have a point 

there," Judge Fox told 
Buckley. 

Then the judge turned to 
Ray and informed him 
that as a condition of his 
probation: 

"I want you to stay out 
of drinking places and not 
indulge in the use of 
alcoholic liquor or fre­
quent or go to places 
where it is the principal 
order of sale • • • " 

Audit, the probation of­
ficer, had noted that Ray 
"spends much· time on 
dates with girls" and ad­
mitted to "occasional ex­
cessive use of intoxicants." 

His remarks, and those 
of the judge, h~ve an 
ironic echo · today, since 
women and liquor appear 
to have played major rol~ 
in the ju.bs~quent life of 
Ray, who was only ill at 
the time. · . 

· Audit also ob•ervtd that 
Ray appeared tQ/:; ht I{ 

9iiixu&i intellige11c~, wai . 

• 
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SINATION 

Ray, Alias Gait 
The YBI announced Friday that 

the man known as Eric Stàrvo Gait, 
charged earlier in the week in 
Memphis with the murder of Dr. 
Martin Luther King, is actually 
.James Earl Ray, 40, who escaped 

: from Missouri State Prison April 23, 
1967. 
Ray, alias Gait, was identified 

after a tedious matching of finger-
prints obtained at the scene of the 
King assassination with the finger-
prints of 53,000 persons in the FBI 

. "wanted" files, an FBI spokesman 
said. 
Records show that Ray was born 

March 10, 1928 in Alton, Ill., the son 
of a laborer of the same name. 
He dropped out of high school and 

later enlisted in the Army. He was 
given a general discharge for inepti-
tude and lack of adaptability. He 
served a three-month sentence in 
the Army for drunkenness and 
breaking arrest. 
Ray was serving a 20-year term for 

armed robbery when he escaped 
prison in Missouri in 1967. He had 
been sentenced in St. Louis in 1960. 

His arrest record dates back to 
1949, when he was convicted of 
burglary in Los Angeles. He was 
convicted of armed robbery .counts 
in Chicago in 1952, and on charges of 
forging U.S. postal money orders in 
Missouri in 1955. 

Once in L.A. Jail 

He has served time in the Los 
Angeles County jail, the Joliet and 
Pontiac, Ill., state prisons, and in the 
f e d e r a 1 penitentiary in Leaven-
worth, Kan. 

The FBI said Ray has used the names of James McBride, James 
Walton, W. C. Herron and James 
O'Connor, as well as the aliases Gait, 
John Willard and Harvey Lowmyer. 
(A man registered as Willard in the 
cheap rooming house from which 
the shot that killed Dr. King was 
fired April 4.) 
Prison records show Ray is 5 feet, 

10 inches tall, weighs from 163 to 
174 pounds, has blue eyes and 
brown hair. He has two scars, a 
small one in the center of his 
forehead and another in the palm of 
his right hand. 
.He has worked as a lakd 

FUGITIVE—James  Earl Ray, alias 
Eric Starvo Gait, hunted in assas-
sination of Dr. Martin Luther King. 

) Wfrephoto 

He has been a federal fugitive 
since July 20, 1967, when an FBI 
complaint was filed in Jefferson 
City, Mo., charging him with unlaw-
fully fleeing from Missouri to escape 
confinement. 

In addition to the first degree 
murder charge in Memphis, Ray is 
charged by the FBI with fleeing 
across state lines unlawfully to 
escape arrest, and with conspiracy 
to deprive Dr. King of his civil 
rights. 
The FBI released pictures of Ray, 

alias Gait, when the conspiracy 
charge was filed. The picture was 
readily identified by a number of 
bartenders, bar patrons, dance in-
structors and waitresses in the Los 
Angeles and Long Beach areas. 
The wanted man apparently lived 

in Southern California from mid-
December 1967, to early March 
1968. He paid $700 in cash for a 50- 
lesson dance course in Long Beach 
and a bartending school course in 
Los Angeles. He graduated from 
bartending school March 2. 
The FBI alerted law officers ev-

erywhere in the United States to 
watch for him and appealed to th 
public for help in apprehending the 
fugitive. 

Left Many Clues 

Dr. King's sniper assassin left a 
broad trail of clues when he flea 
from the rooming house, alter ti 
  A pump-type riflãn a 
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bag of clothes and personal belong­
ings were J@£ti on.; the sidewalk 
outside the building. · 

The white Mustang believed used 
as the getaway car was found 
several · days after the murder in 
Atlanta. The car was registered to 
"Galt1' in Alabama. Ray was also 
identified by two taxi· drivers as 
having been in Atlanta the day after 
the Memphis slaying. 

Ray apparently spent some time 
building up his 11Galt" identity. He 
used that name in California, and in 
Birmingham, Ala., where he lived 
for six weeks in September and 
October, 1967. 

Acquaintances in Los Angeles said 
Ray, or "Galt," was secretive about 
his past but showed · strong anti­
Negro prej~d once was 

involved in a~~ argument i;­
a bar about civil rights. He also was 
a militant supporter of a·eorge Wal­
lace, former Alabama governor, the 
auper-segregationist who is seeking 
4 third-party nomination for the 
presidency. ~~ 
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3 States for Car in King Case 
Mi~sissippi, Alabama, Georgia Not Notified, They Say; 

· Where W~nted Man Got Spending Money Is Also Puzzle 

BY ED. MEAGHER and NICHOLAS C. CHRISS 
. · Times Staff Writers· · , · f 

BIRMINGHAM - The man who · killed Dr. Martiri Luther King i:ri 
Memphis April 4 apparently .had little difficulty making his esc 
through Mississippi, Alabama and Georgia because no alert was iss 
for his car. · · 

A check of the highway patrols in 
the three states showed that none 
received an alert from the Tennes-
see Highway Patrol for the car, a 
white M1J.stapg, ewn though two 
alerts for the car had been issued in 
Tennessee. : . 

The FBI has said that a white 
Mustang found in Atlanta was 
registered to Eric Starvo Galt, later 
identified as an escaped convict. 
James Earl Ray. In addition to a 
state first-degree murder warrant 
iiued in Memphis, Ray is wante~ q federal charges of conspiracy t 
d ny Dr. King his civil rights and o 
f ght to escape coµspiracy. 

One puzzling question is that of 
where the wanted man got his 
money. 

Hasn't Worked Since Escape 
Ray, so far as it can be determined, 

has not worked since he escaped 
from Missouri State Penitentiary on 
April 23, 1967. He had begun a 20-
year sentence there for armed 
robbery on March 17, 1960. 

But in the 51 weeks since his 
_ escape it is probable he spent a 
minimum $6,000-all in cash. This 
would include $2,000 he paid for a 
Mustang in Birmingham, minimal 
living expenses of $42.50 a week, 
dancing lessons, plus the cost of a 
hunting rifle and scope and miscel­
laneous expenses, including gas anq 
oil for the car, which was ~iv.en. 
19,000 miles during the~• period, 
according to the FBI.. •• !.-

From August uµtil December last 
year Ray, und.eI' the· name of Galtt 
rented a safety deposit box Jn a· Bir­

, mingham. bank and he may have 
kept his money- there. 

On the question of the, asssassin's 
escape, Mefup\ljf .eit;y:"police and fhe 

____ __L ______ _ 
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• 
\J'Sfa'tes Not Aleriir · · 
,for Car in King Case/ 

• 

' Continued from First Pa1e .-· Conce.,ar: Pt .. ~her(' I:l is .e s c a.M, t oif{e~ 
Shei-iff's Department is• One civil rights leader in 'miougtf.city stree~s..;9~d 
sued an alert for a white Memphis said experience · with ~olice, · may>. ~Ye 
M d :had shown him that local · taken h1m.~wn:~a~tr or 
. ustang seen an heard ,police were usually more Poplar Sts. ijnd quite pro-

leaving the assassination concerned about what vio- bably onto Hfghway 78· or, 
. scene by several witnesses lence might spring from 7?, according to a stat, · 

at about 6:11 p.m., nine Dr. King and his followers highway_ patrol s p ~K,iis-. 
minutes after Dr. King th.an they were about ~hat man. ;E1th,er .·· one!: w:ould 

. n11ght happen to Dr. King. ~ave· gptten. him ;,out ·of 
, w~s slain. The ~ennessee,. But questionable investi- enne~see wit~in.aµ,lioµt; 
, Highway Patrol issued an· gative procedures were a.cross the 1:1~per.znost por•• 
. alert at about 6:30 p.m. n()t confined to Tennessee. tion of Mi~ sis st pp!,'_ 
· Received No Alert : · Witnesses at the Capitol through Alabama and into 
, B· • • • • • ' Jfomes public housing de- northern Georgia. . .·· . . . · 

. ut officials m M1ss1s- • ', .1 t • Atl t id If the assassi d"d n.,. .. th • • . Al b i ,ve op men in an a sa . n 1 . o .... 81PPJ, a ama and Geor- , .a white Mustang arrived mg more than listen-to his 
gia all confirmed they .·there the morning after car radio, he would have· 

. received no alert from · the assassination and that known that his·• pu,rsu~rs' 
' Tennessee and the state 1 ~ man was seen near thE had not ex t e n 4 ed· ~he 1 

. : car between 7:30 a.m. and chase across the state bor.;. 
P O Ii c e spokesmen said I 8:30 a.m. The vehicle was ders. And if he .had·. a' 

. they knew of no road- ~ (q._,~ffi;for a week by"ll!!l citizen's band radio in the.'· 
blocks erected. , curious ut cautious rm car, he possibly,knew from. 

In Mississippi and Ala• -~~fore o n1°womi :what he h~ard after ~1eav~·· 
bama, for example, state called the FBI 11~ Tenm~ssee that no one 

' police said ~heir main When she · did the w s iookmg for fflu1. ~-· 
concern that mght was the · ' -

• possibility of racial erup- referred her to local police 
· tions sparked by Dr. and expressed little inter-
King's death. est. 

. Maj. Barney Ragsdale, "I was so mad. I should 
h e a d of the Ge o r g i a have asked for the FBI 

·Bureau of Investigation, supervisor," said Mrs. 
· said he was amazed that John H. Riley. "I know 
. no alert had been issued they get a lot 

I 
of crank 

for the white Mustang. calls. But I tried to tell 
, "We · usually would get them this was the car 
· information like that," he everyone had been read-
.· added. ing about in the papers." 
· Another point which has According to at least one 
been mentioned is that de- eyewitness and to Mem-
spite the dozens of police phis police director Frank 
cars speeding about Mem- C. Holloman. a poUce.offi~ 

• phis during Dr. King's cer ,was not more than two 
. presence in the city be. or three minutes behind 
.. fore his assassination, · no\ the , s s a s s i n when he 
!',Police officer ever in• dropped · his rifle on· the 
spected the roofs,. or in• . . .sidewall<, poppe,a into Y,e 

, si,des of a row of slea1;y ~... .;t;l ,fl~d. · .· : 
~,b~ildin,C. ei;'.xookin~ . Dr.· 
,Kmg's motet · · 
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 

~ Photo ot ,_,, 
Ray Set for TV 

WASHINGTON (UPI)­
A c o 1 o r photograph of 
James Earl Ray, accused 
of conspiring to assassi­
nate Dr. Mart in Luther 
King, will be shown on na­
tionwide television tonight 

1 in the hope it will h e 1 p 
lead to his c a p t u r e, a 
spokesman said. 

The photograph of Ray, 
also known as Eric Starvo 
Galt, was flown to Los An­
geles· from FBI headquar­
ters here, to be shown at 
the end of tonight's seg­
ment (\, :Y3C's seris.:.-~ 

FBI." 

• 
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S3739' ,ppo,~p~~~'d?Vef~a.~;,~~e;~,:~t~ange ~h<>r_us. Hano,11s 
896L;;)tfi~&t~~:~~te~

1
.iw-.!~~n:g _pea~E!, they da1m, .becaus.e 

,,,,;~ .. ~®~YJ~ C ear ... y VlJ:l)Illng.,,'' ' ' ' 
• · . ·crf[/~,'t8 ~~~~ you ever heard, such inverse, tortured, 
.. -2- 03X3<Ji;'¾:Y~~~li<I ~µ~kipg, iz;t Jtjµr life? Y_ou c~n•t, ~ve;ll c_all it , t . 'r 'J;tfiUt}l{i)lg :since there 1sn,'t' a gram C1f logic m 1t. It 

{. .,• - :"'.,,., :\\\V6Qltl: p~Jaughable if it,were not so tragic. · 
] 1 '··' '· ; >r'/ :t;I'~ tr.~gedy► of course, is. the big new propaganda 

, l)oµanz~r such talk h~s ~ven to Hanoi. At the very 
sete:iluv :1/~in~ tJle C~fumunists ha:ve been taking a shellacking 

• XJlteY, :·unexpectedly fin~ their . weakness turned to 
·: is:\rengtl\ by Americans. Not even Ho Chi Minh would 
· :tb(~ve ·teen naive enough to assert his recent troop 
"{t,~:trea.· • ~• were to stow good will in pending peace 
'~,m.·a·'. e.hll~ers. •·· · · · · · . ... . ,P '":'I". . . . 
· :,;;.\,.-'Dicfhe db it at Dien Bien Phu? Did he do it when 

:;•J~l ::w~~ : ~inn~~ Jor t~~ first day or so at the Tet 
.M.OU9p0 ·:·~f!,~~;ye. ,, ·•. . · . 

!,.:,l'};' ':Xou bet your hfe he didn't. I don't know any 
:, J~w'llltEth7 logic _;that calls for making peace while you 
·,,l.;:_>1w·"•••«1 V , .' ·,_. ~e,• ummg. , . · .. 

~•·~\\.~':}· : ·.·:,::'.1_..:,_-,.•. • l : •', 

~~It·\ r}I' , : ~· _i' ,~·L_ . .' • * * * 
/''11:( J:~ftn:trl~diate-result of the new tack taken by our 
i \',_ij~~ts wag to stall off agr~ement on where p~e­
,, 1.:~'in.m peace· "contacts" might be held. Negoba­

were ,proceeding smoothly when our home-front 
.. ~""'"'p~-c~:~}:>egan · ~Gcusing President Johnson of reneging 

:~:;~t>)µ~ 1promise to meet the enemy "any place, any 
,,.,., i:;m~t! . 
t:~ '1:i'h-,"'frJ,\ . ' • ;: {"it+ )~is cry, COIIfing · on top of the unwonted strength 

~~t~:t_&llusl§fs;s[;xf;tt] ~ 
• J"J.t80 
cI8U1,UI9X_ 

.ispe~c,auy otterea to meet .. at Geneva or any other 
suitable place." · ·. · . 

· · •. The enemy accepted this-at first. In · form a 
. diploma~c meetings in Laos, the North Vietnamese, 
envoy rejected Geneva and offered the Cambodia 
capital of Phnom Penh as an alternative. The U.S. 
came back with Jakarta, Rangoon or New Delhi. 
, Suddenly North Vietnam, breaking the rules o 
protocol, had broadcast over the Soviet news agency\ 1 

that it favored Warsaw, echoing our doves' cry that
1 President Johnson was reneging. And there the mat-1 

ter remained late in the week when the U.S. came' 
up with 10 more site proposals. 

· W,hy this nation should be expected to meet i 
Cambodia or Wal'saw defies common sense. We di 
not even have a legation in Cambodia, where com­
munications are on a tom-tom level. And no western. 
official can talk or make a phone call or hold a CQn• 
versation in a Soviet satellite country without his: 
phone being tapped and his words being taped. I 

Actually the tactical dueling over a site should 
have and would have been settled quickly except that 
our defeatists showed the enemy how .to take: 
advantage of the game. Heaven knows there are 
plenty of "suitable" neutral sites available. Maybe U: 
Thant will be able to do some good for a change and 
come up with an acceptable compromise. 

* * * Whatever happens, you can be sure that our home 
front peaceniks will keep on trying to find issues 
embarrassing to th~ U.S. They ar~ doing it in all 

(Mo1ag a:,ods U! 6uidd!I:> JUnow) 

• • ( £ 9-91-l 'AaH) 0 <;£-0.:i 
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;,\\'.;;_~IJtf~ft~•· :. ,' una:r .• .. ; 
'iifeef Started With 
ff)t:.thett 'in 1949 
\~~j<i~··J,/:··'., '/: ', J' ',: ,' 

•.: '11{i ·t: 'BY JERRY COHEN 
;'.)r• ,,{' '1• ,· Times staff Writer 

i':'. '\Tlie, crirn,i~al career of James. E_arl 
/:.}tJy~,,the man suspected of k11lmg 
\t:1"r.i~artin' Luther King, began in 
,,the heart of downtown Los Angeles 
"early' on an October evening 18 

:. years ago. 
' He tried to steal a typewriter from 

. the' third floor office of the Forum 
· Cafeteria at 620 S. Broadway. 

The assistant manager caught him 
in the act and scuffled with him, but 
Ray got away-not for long, how­
ever. 

As he fled across a parking lot at 
525 S. Spring St.. a parking lot 
attendant heard the assistant mana­
ger's cries and grabbed Ray. 

The two struggled. Ray broke free, 
but a bapk savings book and his 
Army discharge papers• fell to the 
pavement from his torn shirt pocket. 

That incident, and an extraordina­
ry coincidence, led to the first arrest 
in Ray's long career of lawlessness­
a span of misconduct that may have 
reached a climax in Memphis April 
4. 

Four days later, on Oct. 11, 1949, 
the parking lot att~ndant re,cognized 
Ray emerging from a bank at 7th St. 
and Broadway. 

· Entered Innocent Plea · 
He attracted the attention of 

nearby policemen, who arrested 
Ray, ·and matched him up with the . 
bank book and Army papers. , 

Ray was charged . with second-, 
degree burglary, pleaded not guilty, ·. 
but was convicted Dec~ lZ in a 
nonjury trial, . .. · · . . · '. ·. . " 

];lay was· given, 90, days in the ·. 
County Jail and placed oh: tw:o years 
probation by Superior. J~dge V!f; 
Turney Fox, now retired. g::_ -. ~,. ••"fl" · 

(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 

' . .":Juµge Fo;'s .le:niei;icy w.~s pa,s~d. 0!1 ' 
t{jj r' ;;Jt:,oft)e:p. CountY:.PI:§b",!1""'"' 
Officer HetJjert · W. Audit and !h~ . 
plea of Dep. Public Defender Rich-:­
ard S. Buckley, who represented 
Ray, then une~ployed and nearly 
broke. . 

Audit today is in the probation 
department's Santa Monica· office, 
while Buckley has risen to head of 
the public defender's office. ~ . . 

Neither recalled the case F r1day, 
but Buckley, in appealing for proba- . 
tion when Ray appeared Dec. 30, 
1949 before Judge Fox for sentenc-

' ' ing, said: , · 
".' .. I feel he not only i1:i eligible 

for probation but that he is a· fit 
subject for. probation ••• this ·man 
is in a position to stand on his ow:µ 
feet, and apparently has done so for 
a perJ od of time • • • 

Please Turn to 4>age 7, Col. 1 

t-_-· --'l 

He appare~ is Jhrif- ;, 
ty, acquired some savings, 
and also did fairly well in , 
the Army. In view of these 
circumstances, I feel he is 
a good risk· on probation." 

"I think you have a point -
there," Judge Fox told,· .· 
Buckley. ~ ' ' 

Then the judge turned to . 
Ray and informed him 
that as a condition of his 
probation: . 

"I want you to" stay out · 
of drinking places ~nd not . 
indulge in the .· use of . 
alcoholi.c liquor or fre-; .. 
quent or go to · places 
where it is the ~rinc~al , 
order of sale . . -:'C:Mw- ·, 

· Audit, the prooation of-
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ii ,J ''.J/~ail s.*if~,Yiat- .lltay,~:: 
(\ .. ~ds ,. uc time on· 
tdat~s ~th ,·girls• and 'ad­
:,)nttted _ to no.ccasional ex~ -
:~cessiYe use. of intoxicants." 
:~, Iµ$ remarks, and those -
1;:tlf 1\ Ule judge, have an 
(ironic,. echo today, since. 
~;fO~n and' liquor appear 
-t~ have played major roles 
; 1n the subsequent life of 
·:aay, _who was: onJlh21 at 
1Ute time. ,:::::::::::::. · . 
· . Audit also observed that . 

::,Ray appeared to be of 
. normal intelligence, was a 
:Roman Catholic who did, 
. not attend church, saw two 
or three movies a week 
and -"likes to read maga­
zines and common ordi- 1 

nary books." 
Ray denied he was bent 

on burglary when he en-

tered The c~teria office 
that October evening near­
ly two decades ago. 

He contended he had 
attended a downtown n:o- · 
vie then climbed a fire 

' F , escape to the orum 8 

third floor office for a 
reason he was unable to 

, explain. Th~ best ~e coul~ 
come up with wa . 

111 gue~s -i h°£d some 
beers or something." 

But the· cafeteria1s assis-
tant manager said he had 

· found Ray crouched be­
hind a safe when he 
entered the office and 
'spotted_ a typewriter sit• 
ting outsidee on ~~ fire 
escape. 

• • 
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