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i\LE~\IPHIS Cl.! 'fhc 
cloa:, of SC'('l'(;('V 2l'(JUJ1cl 

James }>rl nay· ,\·:,:i but­
toned tighter 'l\1r.::cl:1y un­
der a llCW court oi'cler 
forbiclclin::; l;:iwycr.:, an cl 
other cmn't 0f{kcrs from 
rrwking virtually :my com-• 
rncnts in the cz,s2. 

'fhe oHk:r- hancl..:d d0\n1 
hy Judge 'N. Prc:;ton 
:nc1ttle f cnbids H10c=;c: con-
11ectc{-I \\"Jt.11 tI-1e cJsc> ---rc­
c:anllc:=:s of hoi\' nn1,,lely 
'...'_fro in g1\1ntin2; int c i·­
views or l1oicling pi·rss 
conferences. · 

lt enjoined the111 from 
making·. any out-of-cmnt 
comments on a ::pecifr~ list 
of S'..J.bjects or ''any ,rn,1. ctll 
other str,temeni.~ ,rhich 
may be pi·cj11c1ici~tl to a 
fair trial by an irnp,,rLial 
jury in this ca<;,c." 

Spccific,lly . rul~cl out 
were c1ny cornmc11is on 
legc:i-i ~·~.,i"ategy·~-

• • 
(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 

---------------------.! Battle, who ',vi]Jn_re:):1e 
-()\ 8t' nay's 1lLl fol.' i.h,~ 
1nu;_·l1cr (~>[ ))r. I\I~ri:Ur1 f.r"t\ .... 

tl1ci· Eil{:, :;_clccl .after a 
con,n-dtlc:c of dg}~t htwycr:s 
reporletl it found ''prolm­
blc calise" to bc1isn; hi:;· 
pre\- i OPS no., pHblic:ity 
eclicL had been Yiobtccl. 

'J'he co1rn•1iUcro's rq,orL 
sr,icl tlicsc pro1nhlc ,iob-
tioiJS ,n,rc ccllltziinccl · in 
statements nwck lw 1:J.S. · 
J\ 't\· G ·1· 1·1 "'"11 ··EV. 0 1 ct·,,_ ... L ~,. t-, J •. ~:u ~. '.J \._.,_'- Lh, 

Shcrirf "\\'illiam N. l\lorris 
,fr.; Arth m J. Hanes of 
Birmingl1,1rn, H;:,y's c:.ttor­
ncy, and :i1Icmphis fawycr 
R, 1ssc:1l X, rrhompson. 

Ba.ttle's 01.dcr said dis­
position of the ?llc2·cd 
Yiofations ..... appan:1~tly 
mean i n g possible: con~ 
tc1,1p~-of-CCJL1l't citc1tiOlJ$ -­
wc,uld be rescrn::cl llntil 
later i;in tlie int0,rcst. of: 
prcs2n·ing the constitu­
tio:1c1l rights of all cor.­
ccrnrcl :mr:l protecting the 
Clrdc,·ly p; c1nratio01 and 
)ll'O'.-;i'rc;;; of the trial." 

Battle h,1(1 n,,mccl the 
cornrniUce or LlWYCl'S on 
Sunday, om: c18}' after 
lfancs in an airport prciss 
c on f e r r n c c here J,ad 
cliargr"d th,,t Ray's ri~;hts 
,,. ere b2ing vioLt,:c1 by the 
tfglit r2curity prcc,~1,Ucm::: 
at tl10 county jdJ. 
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• 
(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 

MEMPHIS, Tenn. (AP) - committee of eight attorneys re­
The cloak of secrecy around ported it found "probable 
James Earl Rc1y ha.s beeri but- cr1use" to believe his previous 
toned even tighter under a no-publicity edict had been vio­
new court order forbidding at- lated. 
torneys and other court officers Tl1c committee's report said 
from making virtually any com- these jlrobable violations aro::;e 
ments in the case. from statemenls made by U.S. 

The orc!r.r handed d0\\'11 by Atty. Gen. Rasey Clark: Sher-· 
.Tudgc W. Preston Battle forbids iff William N. ::\torris .Tr.; Ar­
those connected with the case-- thur ,T. Hanes of Birmingham, 
regardless of how remotely-- Ray's atlorney, and I\Iernpllis 
from granting interviews or attorney Hnssell X. Thompson.: 
holding press conferences. Battle had named the commit-

It enjoined 1hmn from making t,cc of ~Uorneys o;~ Sunda~, one 
any out-of-court comments on a aay aher Hamis l1:i an a1rport 
specific lL:,t of subjects or "any pres~ conference ~1ere had 
and all other sfatcmcnts which ch~r1ied thilt: Ray's rights were 
m.:i~, be prejudicial to a fair ~-~1;1g ~icil.~~s_d b_y lhe Ught Seel!· 

tri_a 1. by 2.n in-,rnri:ial ju.ry: in ~::i P1 cco.L,h,)n"' al the county 
tlm case. Jal · · · 

SpccificalJy rnled oul were I-~anes alw . $aid King was 
any commellts on legal strate- ~lam here_ Apnl 4 _as part of a 
gy. ?,~mm,nmst JE:ft-wmg con~pira­

Battlc, the jud6e \\'ho will pre- C) ann that Ray was a v1ct1m 

side over Ray's trial for murder of 1118/ 811:?. P!OL ·~--~ 
,_inJ)1_e slayLng or Dr. Hartin Lu- . _Ra~~!~~~~ 13_~8t for Nov. 12. 

tber Kfog .Tr.\ acted. alter a 

• 
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below} 
.., _ __,__._ 

PAUL COATES 
. . 

Eric Galt's Trail .. 0 -and 
S01ne Puzzling Angles=--' 

Come ·with me along a winding 
trail that, unfortunately, ends in the 
curve of a question mark. 

When Dr. Martin Luther King was 
assassinated, I was in Puerto Vallar­
ta, Mex., where I have many com­
padres. Among them are Mexican 
artist Manuel Lepe, his ,vife, Laura, 
and her sister, Susana Quieroz, who 
manages the Hotel Tropicana. 

On the day I was leaving, we had a 
farewell luncheon and, naturally, 
our conversation dealt with the 
tragedy in Memphis and with the 
rumor, then current, that the killer 
had fled to the nearby town of 
:Mazatlan--a rumor fed by .the 
sudden appearance of a Mexican 
Coast Guard cutter that anchored in 
the bay and whose sailors, armed 
with rifles, were patrolling the 
beaches. 

• 
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""- ~ =~ .~s-red the man and volunteered t~.,! Why did Ray-Galt, .. ~JD~an 
I recall somebody's saying, "Puer- iri!ormation that he had been a accused of plotting l\Jartin Luthei-

to Vallarta is the least likely place guest in the hotel. King's murder, leave Birmingham 
for a wanted man to hide out in He. gave the agents a registration and go to Mexico six months before 
Mexico. The American colony here card, signed "Eric S. Galt." Memphis? 
is very clannish. They'd notice a Then, the FBI men went to the o And why did an escaped convict 
stranger immediately and find out Tropicana Hotel and asked Susana if 

I 
on the lam drive a white Mustang, a 

all about him." . . .·. she would look through her records car that might have attracted 
That theory seems fronical now. and find Galt's registration. They attention in Puerto Vallarta? Was it 

You see, Eric Galt was in Puerto said they knew he had stayed there. just bungling, or part of a carefully 
Vallarta. She checked and confirmed that he planned conspiracy? 

I learned recently that some three had. Only, this time, he had regis- o Was this really Ray-Galt, or 
weeks after l left, a couple of FBI tered as "Eric Galt" with no middle some other man acting as a decoy? 
agents visited the town. At the Rio initial. The answers, of necessity, would 
Hotel, they showed a sketch of the I obtained duplicates of the regis- -

1 

j1lst be_ conjecture. But, in Friday's 
wanted man and asked if he had tration slips from both hotels. They column,1111 explore them. ·~~~ 

"stayedthere. The manager remefo- sl1ow that the man representing ~ 
· himself as Galt had checked into the 

Rio on Oct. 19, 19G7, and later moved 
to the Tropicana, where he stayed 

• until Nov. 13. 
He claimed U.S. nationality and· 

had listed his residence as: 2G08 
1 

, Highland A venue, 
' Birmingham, Ala. 

This; as we now 
know, is the ad-

1 dress of the board­
; ing-house where 

James Earl Ray, 

0 

a 1 i a s Galt, h a d 
rented a room un­
til early October 
last year. 

Employes of 
both hotels have 
vague r e c o 11 e c­
tions of the man, 
whom _t_h e y de­
scribe as "quiet," 
but they distinctly 
remember his car 
- a 1966 ·white 
Mustang . 

. Now, I find 
myself asking a lot 

1
~f__2u~~li1:~~~ 
1011S. 
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• 
(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 

~fiti;COATES 
,\ 

J?Eric Galt's Trail: Was He 
~ :f J,;; ·•·: ·. ,; I\ •. ". I ' ' • 

j' in' Birmingham or Mexico? 
·~ .. · . . . . 

· f · tet me trace the story of the man 
· J:nown as Eric Starvo Galt. 

was in this resort town from Oct. 19 
through Nov. 13, 1967. And residents 
of Puerto Vallarta remember a ii .}fe was "born" during the summer 

of 1967, at the age of 36, when James white Mustang seen in town during 
· l)Jarl · Ray, an escaped convict, ap- the same time. 
parently began to use that alias. On But . whl3.t was going on in Bir­
·t,.ug., 26, Galt rented a room in a mingham while Eric Galt was 
boarding-house · at 2608 Highland "vacationing" in Mexico? 
Ave., Birmingham,-Ala. You will remember that on Oct. 30, 
; On Aug. 30, a 1966 white Mustang Dr. Martin Luther l):ing returned to 

w_· as. purchased from a Birmingham that Alabama city . tci serve a five .. 
day jail sentence and was taken to 

resident, William Paisley, and re- the jail at suburban Ber5semer, a city 
registered in Galt's name. It is described as a Ku 1 Klux Klan 
reported that the buyer paid cash stronghold. On Nov. 1, he was 
for it. 'l'hen Galt applied for an secretly moved at night to the 

downtown Birmingham jail. At the 
Alabama driver's license, which was time, Bessemer's chief warden said: 
issued on Sept. 6. It listed his age as ". ; . there's no doubt about it-the 
36 and described him as: "5 feet-11, Birmingham jail is safer." 

, 175 ibs., brown hair, blue eyes." . Safer from what? 

* He stayed at the boarding-house 
for about six weeks. His room was 
011 the ground floor and he paf-ked 
his car on the. street. And, ac ding 
to the landlord, Peter, C . :he 
ate all his meals at e house, 
"excepting the last eek, when he 
ate out. I don't k n ow where." 
Cherpes also said that Galt never 
had. any callers or telephone calls 
during his stay, and that he paid his 
weekly bill in cash and on time. 

On Oct. 7, 1967, he checked out, 
saying that he was going to Mobile 
to find a job.- For the next two 
months, he seems to have disap­
peared. None of the newspaper 
&tpries covers his exact whereabouts 
until mid-December, when he turned 
up in Long Beach, California. 

But now, part of that gap is filled .. 
A's reported iin Wednesday's column, 
I have duplicate registration. slips 

, from two hotels in Puerto Vallarta, 
Mexico. · They indicate that • Eric 

· Galt,, or a man using that name, w'ho 
ffstelt''tiie Highland Ave. address, · 

Mel Bailey, sheriff of Birming­
ham's Jefferson County, recalls that 
he threw a tight security net around 
Dr. King during those five days. 
Bailey believes that a conspiracy 
existed to• murder the civil rights 
leader and has said that the killing 
probably was planned in Birming­
ham. Bailey also said that there was 
evidence that Galt was in Birming­
ham at the same time as Dr. King 
last October and November. 

* 
If the Sheriff was right, if Galt was 

indeed in Birmingham, then who 
was the man who registered in two 
Puerto Vallarta hotels as Eric Galt? 
And what about the white Mustang? 
Was this the same car that was 
bought by,Galt in Birmingham, seen 
in Memphis at the time of the 

· assassination and, eventually, found 
abandoned in Atlanta? . ' . 
. These questions must be. an.:. 

swered, Until they are,, we ,wiil' not,·. 
k;now if Martin: Luther King's mtir- · 
~er wa~ the work of one man or Jh,e; 
result of a: ,conspiracy. . '¥-f.c~c•;,,....;.;,1 

... ·' :· 

• 
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' : 

h.~t:, 
J,~c1!'l 

, . 
1\ Ji \l 

J) i..1 lJ l i c; l ; Ci; 1 c:_ ri ( ~ 1 \ o i i c :: : r: l :.: Luc: .. __ 
ri2:hi. ~~ to r:_~_,_:•:·.~ -1_,jc~: 

rfJ.": ,_i :~ 11 Li··(:;:•: \\;i1 ! .i: ::·· T.· -
.! i: 

i ~-J ;:: t J_;_:: -.,,,-
1 .· • ,· '1 : ... 
j I ' ~ ~ l - '. '-" 

1\.1:.;_bz~~r:_J_ L.t\\-~,-~:r 

him. 
J-~~ c~_cfc"i":\djnz~-

JJ O\VC\-cr, J-ruj•: c:_nd LL~ L:1 \\":,-ci:) 
Artlrnr J. ILrncs of Bin11in::~h,m, 
dis~-=i-~~rc-cd over \\t}1at rc1lr•, i[ c:11>,~, 

}:f2nc.-~ p1.nyccl .in JJc;~o1J;-1Lio~·ts to\\.·z~.1-,_~ 
tb c con trc\cts. 

Huie, in ,t lckp]1rir1c~ intsn·iv-,\T 
from hi;:; hu,nc. in ll c1rL,,]k:, )J::., 
::::ai,l that RtY h,tcl r-:·i\·en th-:: \'.Titer 
a 10,0;;:J-Y,-or~l v·,·._;;Jn:tl accr;unt or 
his recent expcric11us :inrl tk,i, ihi:: 

1 inforrn2Ji_on V1'nl b:~: ih1.: L~:sL--:. for sc\,,..., 
cral 2.rticlc:~ } Itiic pb1~:-; to ,-.· 1_·ite 
:30011. 

(;L:.i_J_~1in::~~ ;.'~o:.:;j f~il::,;tio;1 

'rl~L; qu.esti(ti~L ;-,ro~-:t; 2.:1 to i:.·:1.:J}-1;:~r 
the tr,m:-:fc,· of thi 0

: inforn1z,linn 
confonil· ;l , ·i1 :, s~rict guirleliT:'3 
Oi'dCl\ .. ~(1 1

[_)'>/ l:·:.·~ i·L1r~.r_J;r~ \\-~10 "\--.-j11 11c<.l.r' 

I~a:;· 1~) c:c)/c!. } J-i:·l,.; y,·;->3 in ~.\1 1~1 
\\/erl1~~·.-·cL:-_/ ~'.!'. 1.l t~~_l\:ccl it> ~·cir~: 
ji::'\~ __ (•: \\7

• T',_·c ~·.o;.J 1.~:-{t.i1c, ~, ,r:1.'.. L 

]JOitll. 

• 
r, i 
i_}·, 

. l' 

_f :i.:.t } J ~: '. f-:, :1 i I 

t'. ,:, : ._-, 1~ ( i ~ : · ( t 

) i.<·/ i_t; t -1·- !,·1 --,\ 

'to l:: 11 J 1' , ., 

i 1, 

Lr: 

I! 
!(. 

c•.1 : i [ l 1_,; :_" ~,; tl11 . 

\ ;_ . \. 11 ;--:, 

,-, ~ iJ_c ;~_:e_.,,:J c·:n::~ 

).1.rJ il, 
I' 1 'i°, · \; () ;, 

('; ): :· (): ~·~t ..... :;_"( 1~·::::li ~~::11.-~~, 
~• ·1_ I - i ; : 

r,;·\'. ·.r j~ L\\. c] i ~ ~ ~ L i , 
C: /tV (:1 ~)'_-,:1:,;·';-~ 
l :·:. ;-1i:_:d 1-~l-, ;;··_})_'., 

):,.'' 
,J l(\i i~--- ; L !.l I; ·1:• 

·L}: (' .I;••:) l '. ::·. 

• 
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• • 

}JO'::Ty·;o.• 

inlt,~.'\yl:::"\_v 
p,i:,·c, }1in1 ri"'•! .- to 
c:~1) (' _l' i 1-· 1-i-l~:~. ~~ ,: J/ ii,);_. t: 
c:•;rcl fro;, 
~:ate J\_,·r' 

P, n:'il, :I(':(;/_ 

"\'. 
_•,ll r~11·111i ~·]~:·~-,.:~J1·], 

i:,_ pbyc-·1 n,1 

]l' 

[rc)1n 

he 
the 

Jt \•::,s JLi·, 
Il :iL:-1:,tv 11 

his 1-'.':\(j fc, 

-.:'·' r ~~t ~-d t~·1.~~ 
i·:tjun~_· .. ~.,._-,_:·;. 

the nHY3t pu:-· ',l~··:~;· 
1i{)~7_;:,, 11 1.ll~ ;•-i:; (' 1

~ I 

nc·>~:J~_~;;.~ in·,·:s C:i!Cl l'.~1rl nnth­
iw: to (ln ,Yifo ll1(:' 10,000-
Y· rJ~'d ?( ,-·rni.(Jt h2d 
\\·i'jtt(-·;t f.~1r lluie. 

rrl,:{:_ ?C't__~(H1dt, liule said, 
is 2 ,:c~ z.·,·_ 1-r·?-Ll ~n .. , :; 1·,·:r•r·,"c\, c.f 

~ ,' ~ '-'-·, -L"-•-.1. ,_,._ 

r;1c~~ IL 1_y ~(L J-ic:_y'f; s1 l1;'Y .. , 11 11~~) e.~·:::{p[~, 

t ]; c, ll f: 11 
JFc1gc f1:·_!:!(~ 

: t}1e J1c conL-.-~ct.ec1, 

si,1:1 to ~::', TI:y i11 Li,: 
J\TC-'l!l}J}Ji.S. j cs: 1( 

Ih1:2 c,rnfir:1:cd th;; i 
J·L:tc,_·.c: h:,1 11:·cii ;c:_ p:,rh· tu 
t 11 e n c~: ,:/ !:1 'l j c111 ~, 2r! c1_ t\'.~d 
Jfancs c: on 1. ~: c t e: c1 h: -, 
,v111~in 111c a11U1(\· . .- 1,\-?:~ y~_-_::t-. 
ing J.,onc~on s:-~r:)~<}y ~1:u:,·L­

Hay's c1,·rc,~ Jrn1,' S. 

Iltdc-: ~~-1.}d lf~·:n(;,=-; h~·,_d tc-Jd 
him th2t it \\c'l,'o n:,v \':]:;; 
s11g2:c.~\ed l1Jc~L }-~:\~ic L: 
con1ac:tcc1, H:·y app;,ri:,(11lJ 
11ad read sornc:i of Ifoic's 
books, some of wl1ich de~:lt 
'?J'~h r;:ci:il problems in 
the-So[ft 11. · 

\\'lJcre: h~: Y.:cnt, \v}·:01:1 112 
~(;\~.:--J 11·>;~ Y.7rt)7 or ]}F-_;, 11 

J.Iuic die: noJv :-:pc-ci L1 
just Y.--}1:~t Jn0.nrt,?i~ lie \'.till 
llSC t1·:c1 Y~1~Jcri:~.l) 1Jnt pre"' 
::nrn,1bly h::· \'.'ill c ·""<:rnble 
H i, 1 to ;, 1·;c,ok to lie v.ritten 
~:f~(~r r~~:-:-.-f;~ trL).1, y,·bi:~11 is 
c:cl1 1 o 1)""1' 'l i,L•,·1, l? 
~ ... ., • ~ '-"b _. ~ . • • .., 

J n J\ l c;·-cl 1: l·n ;~. 

LD,;c1y I,i ~,: 
Hui2 s;:icl H~:y',, account 

clnra_(-1.':j');'.es the accm:ccl 
2::::2~~:~~_; 1"1•1 (; •. ~ er. n1c111 v,-ho led 
;:: 1011 1ifo of uin,c, a 
)i!,:\.:·::1L~ y;ritcr- and a read­
er of 1v1c11 :s ''\drn -v, ci.s uc:cd 
by fo c:·,:; h,:; didn't 1.mclcr-

- t.1 ·-iJ·JL 11 

, He ,-~·i:l Hay do:;s not fit 
in'.q H:,' h1:-~~c of a r,,cic.:t 
wk-, ,,,:qld kill a I\c3·ro in 
an 2_'.J,,n1pt to slmv clo\';n 
the tick of racial ch,111ge. 

He sciic] he doc:-s not 
believe Jtay is a r:'_cist and 
that ';thei'c is 2- f'i'C:il.t deal 
of difi·,::·1::1ce b'~t'-'>'~cn 
l11ln' 1 

z1;_1d \\-hitc raci~ts 
wl10 11 Lilkcl r:c~rues in 
ri•ii! ri slc1yin~;s in the 
South~ ----~-_:_____y 
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· .· t: · · ••~al witness ih the. eo~tgg 
trial: of the man. accU$ed or assihH1-
~tii\g Dr. Martin Luther King· has 
'.'»~n ordered. released frorri,"jail. 
Cifcait. Court '·Judge W. ia m 
~Hea.'rn ruled in Memp · , Tenn., 
tli:# th~ wit~ess, . · · •. · 
~M.iwas, being_,he · ()Ut_Justi­
. . . : Stephens 11. told police he 
se:w a man run from. a Memphis 
t.ooming, house · bathroom , where 
t:iveatigators ~_ay I)r. K~g'S: asslir3sin,. 
·:-was: .staµding w~:el'!. .·th~; .fatat·'shot 
:wAs fir~a~ T;tie::\fi~ of·the. accused 
s.'ften _~;tp.1. tis Ea'.rl Ray, is schedul:d 
J~ e.gm Nov. 12. ~-

• • 
(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 
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• 
(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 

Lindquist s::iict thr rrct light 
__ __,,_,, ..,_. rcrTcids urnally la,:,ta6mi1-·20 
[1;) .}. '=;\, A f'}r;:, r, ~ I • minutes wh1l2 the food of n 

1

°th-
k-~ ~J \j h:1 J "-fi'f er prisoner ''get:; cold ... \\ hen 

l . · they gr:t fimshf.'d ,qth Ray ::ind, 
flr~;in,7C: tr='7J-~'ir,::1,~r:1 our food.is col<i, they open back: 
lJ Ll [ri!, iJ \~J ~J LI LI·•":"' Ll up, come aronnd a nct unlock .our 
· doors so we c;in e;it.'' 
r?)rr!~.0',E7"\""'·,:~f::::l(~ Lindquist sairl n:ading n:iate-
lf U lJ ;;:,:r~~) J t.l'.'.d J ~ rial had been shut off to pnson 

ers since Ray was incarcerated, 
MEMPHIS, Tenn. (AF) - presumably to prr,:lude the pns-! 

Maximum secunty effo:ts to sibility of any weapnn or explo­
guard the man charge~ mth the sive, beiYig slippPrl into .iail. 
murder of Dr. 1Iartm LHt_her Lindquist \\ as p.Jlecl on 
King Jr. has cl : awn. cnt1sm 'lr'.'!iarges of carryrng a pistol and 
from another pr!soncr m t h e robbery with a deadly weapon. 
Shelby County Jail. Ray's attorney, Arthur Hane~ 

Carl Lindqutst chrJ.rged that of Birmingham, also has pro­
guards were neglecting_ other m- tested the security measures 
mates be.cause of ng1d meas- but for a different reason. He 
ures adopted for the security of said the constant monitoring of 
James Earl Ray. • his client constituted "cruel and 

Ray is confrned in a steel- inhuman treatment" and added. 
shuttered cell and subJected to i ttat he feared for his client's 
round-the-clock lighting anclj hsalth. 
television scrutiny. Rav is scheditled to go on trial 

Lindquist told of a red light/ T':ov. • 12 for King"s slaying. The 
alert which flashes on _whenever! <:ivil rigr1ts leader \\ a~-=-rut cto,1 p 
the door to Ray's cell is opened., by an a:ci,,assin ·s bullet Spnr.t' 

"Since James E. Ray has: 
been here," Lindq1tist said, "on 
many occasions they (guards) 
have set our food on the benches 
in front of our cell and went on 
red light, which is when they 
f.eed Ray or anytime they open 
hisdoorfor anything~ 
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:MEMP ills, 'frnn. (AP) -· to VL·,it Ray and sp21:d:-; llis I 
.Tames f:,ay, who is time in r.J c>Llj"1fr:: visiting suc?-t 

n:ur:.lcri:26 D:. pl:;ces ?.s ti,!:: Jj1rr2ir:2 f1otel 
:cin:,, .Tr., is fi- w11erc King \;~s fat:;;;y wcrndcd 

rn'sncinz his defense by selLng while sti-'.t,;ii:1g on c: bal::ony 
his liie story, ?n Alalrnm:, an- /-.. pril ti. 
\110r h,,s s,,ic]. Huie, who hc:s v:rittl,n a series 

William Bradfon1 llui': of of br:;L s'ille:s, said he cxp2cts 
HiffLsellc, th., :-ni:'. i1e L,is JJZ1id r:ay t,J prnc1ucc anoti1cr 30,rco 
~25,C~'.l to }~JY s:11•~·) July HI, wor.'s which will be polished 
wlkrt Ray w,,s l.J;·t,ught llc:·(: inb a bio~~r,1phy. 
frern ;,onclon ,,;16 :i; :>d to aw?iL ''Mean\'/:ti:e, I v:o,·k Om;ugh 
,. rfov. 12 trial. R8y's chief corn:scl, f,iiht,r 

"hay c2liver:d io ms ;:,, f,·.,, It,;,es Sr. of nirmin[;1lo.m," S8.lcl 
ins\allmil;c o~ 1'.l,'.;OD word:;, Jr,:;e. "Iii rCcturn for his 12['.Rl 
writtc:n in L>i\:'.kl;•c'., :::. 1r!c;:1tli s,:,.-vices, he !ms a lien en every­
ago," :;ai,] } 11:ie;. "Gi;,~e thti: k: '.U116 I pay Hay.,.J suppose vn 
h2~ c1e1iv'.:i"ccl Ln,c;:l wo,,::s C\i_,ylhii'i'.:; n2,y has or g::ts." 
mo:·e." Hanes h,,s r2fnsed in the past 

]I_11i~ ,~:ii<l yez.l::• (::-.j he .sWl to s.1y v1ho is pc1ying for Ray's 
h{"i~S net 0.:::n gi \'Ci; J; ::r .. 11i~1~,lun d-:·:f,; __ ,11~2. -----·- -~-

• 
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• • 
(Mount Clipping in Spoce Below) 

MEMPHIS, Tenn. (AP)-Dist. trial Xov. 12 for the sniper hright lights and microphones 
'A'tt~Ge!L Phil Canale has de- a~sassination of Dr . .Martin Lu- to monitor Ray's tightly giiard­
nied a defense charge _that thcr King .Jr. last April 4. ed cell on the third floor of the 
:g?ards eavesdrop ove_r m!cro- •·In truth and fact," Canale county jail building. 
:pnones on conversat10~_;;,.,, b~- said, "The petitioner Hanes has , 
tween James Earl Ray nd hrs had tests performed at his re- l!anes conten~:d he had ne,er 
c:ttorney, Arthur B. ne:;. oucst showin,,. to the petitioner's been able to ta!" to the prisoner 

Canale. in a itten reply 8atisfaction that his conferences with0ut the presence of at least. 
yesterday to d ense motions with Ray cannot be heard by two_ gua rcls and without bemg; 
filed last week, said the micro- guards in the cell." s~~Jected to the scrutmy of _tele­
phones Lri Ray's jail cell are The defense motion asked viswn c a m e r a s and micro­
turned off during his talks with Criminal Court Judge W. Pres- phones. 
Hanes, former mayor of Bir- ton Battle to order Sheriff \Vil- -Battle 1s scher\ulrd to he~r 
mingham. liam Morris to "cease and de- arguments on the motions Fh-'j 
. ""Hay 1s-· scheduled to go on sist" using television cameras, day, the same day set for a 

- ---•--·~---
ht a ring on a con 1pt petiti,_n. I 

Hanes, two wspaper repor-

1

: 

ters, Roy · ton of the ;.\Iem-
phis Pr· s-Scimita~nd CharlfS\ 
Elim dson 0f Commerci ~l. 
Appeal, and ate investigatllri 

---- ------ - I 

Renfro H ~ have been ordernd 
td appe before Battle to show 
why th y should not be held in 
contempt for vi o l a t i n g the 
court's pre-trial, anti-pu!JlicHy 
orderffi-the Ray case~-----~ 
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:\IE:\IPIII , Tenn. (AP) - Ar­
thur J. nes raised the possi­
bility F day that he may with­
clra\\' as deicnsc attorney for 
LL1mcs E,ll"l Hay, the man 
ch::rgcd in the slaying of Dr. 
:\Iartin Luther King Jr. 

"Serious difficulties have ari­
sen between me and my client 
on the best way to handle this!' 
defense," Han2s told Shelby 
Counly Criu1inal Comt. "Atl 
some future day I may .have to 
'wHhc1rav.r as couns2l for ,Tames 
·Earl Ray." 

Hanes surprise statement, 
which he said was agreed to 
Thursday, came at the end of a 
r!ay-long hearing on whether 
Hanes and three other persons 
should be held in contempt of 
court for newspaper articles 
concerning Ray's treatment in 
jail. 

Hanes told the court he made 
his statement "out of r.o fear" 
of what might happen to him. "I 
ca.i'l take anything you can hand 
down," he said. 

He also lashed out at the com­
mittee of attorneys which 
watches over pre-trial publicity 
and said he would do his best 
for his client regardless of any 
prejudice by the committee. "I 
think prejudice was shown like 
grandmother's petticoat under a 
miniskirt," he said. 

The hearing was continued 
until l\Ionctay morning. 

Hanes denied earlier that he 
had made any statements preju-
: dicial to his client's case in the 
past and said, "I do not intend 
:to do ;.o in fue future ... 
' ·---· ,_.,.___ _ ___. 

• 
(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 

• 

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 

A-2 Herald-Examiner 
-Los Angeles, Calif 

Date: 9/28/68 
Edition: 8 Star 
Author: 

Editor: Donald Goodenow 
Title: 

MURKIN 

Character: 

or 

Classification: LA 44-1574· 
Submitting Office: Los Ange le 
0 Being Investigated 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FO-350 (Hev. 7-16-63) 

l\IEMPHIS t-n - The 
judge who ·will try James 
Earl Ray held fom per­
sons in contempt l\fonclny 
on charges they i,iolated 
his guidelines restricting 
pretrial publici~y in the 
case. 

Arthur J. Hanes, the 
a t t o r n e y for the man 
charged with the assassin­
ation of Dr. :Martin Luther 
King, two Memphis news­
paper reporters and a 
private investigator hired 
by Hanes were held in 
contempt by Criminal 
Court Judge W. Preston 
Battle. 

Called 'Prejudicial' 
Battle ruled that com­

ments by Hanes and the 
investigator carried in sto­
ries ,vritten by the repor­
ters were "extremely pre­
judicial and constitute a 
clear and present danger'' 
to impaneling an impnrtial 
jury to try Ray. 

Battle withhclll punish­
ment until a later date, 
~ndicating f u tu re con­
duct of the four men 
might possibly mitigate or 
purge the contempt find­
ing. 

After the hearin:;, court 
was reconvened and the 
attorney. for the reporters 
-Ray · Hamilton of the 

• 
{Mount Clipping in Space Below} 

P r e s s - S c i rn i t a r and 
Charles Edmundson of the 
Commercial A p p e a l -
asked the judge either to 
reconsider his ruling or 
sentence the newsmen im­
mediately. 

Battle denied the motion 
to reconsider and said he 
\Vas not ready to impose 
sentence. 

said, that the Sheppard 
trial court should have 
moved to regulate out-of­
court news accounts. 

Hanes and the investi­
gator, Renfro '11

• Hays, 
denied making some state­
ments attributed to them 
in newspaper stories deal­
ing with conditions in 
Ray's cell in the county 
jail. Hanes said that any 
comments he may have 
made to newsmen were 
po_ints . he had already 
raised in court. · 

Hays de n i e? making 
statements attributed to 

Leaves Court Open him in a story written by 
The attorney, Ezra K. Edmundson on Ray's jail 

B r ya n, contended that cell. The reporter insisted 
holding sentences in abey- that the story was true 
ance would prevent the and factual and Judge 
reporters from appealing. Battle, noting the conflict­
This, he said, left the way ing testimony, said the 
open for any court to "court believes Mr. Ed­
abridge freedom of speech mundson." 
and the press. , In another development 

Bryan called Battle's ac- Monday, Ray appeared in 
tion "censorship at its . open court and lost a 
virulent best,'' and added: i ,motion to have security i.J.{'' 
"The reporters and the ,his cell eased. 
newspapers are in limbo 
not under an ol.'der of the 
court but in the threat of 
punishment by the court." 

"Like it or not," Jt1dge 
Battle said, "it's my duty 
to follow justice and that's 
what I've done." 

Trial courts, the judge 
said, had not sought the 
authority to regulate pre­
trial publicity but had the 
burden thrust upon them 
by the F.S. Supreme Court 
in its ruling on the Dr. 
Sam Sheppard c_:;,tSE:,._T1l,e 
high court ruled then, he 
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(Mount Clipping in Spoce Below) 

--------------------.! 

· .. i\I@lPHIS, Tenn. (:\P) - Ray's appearance in court 
James Earl Ray, neatly dre~secl was his first since he was ar­
and heave1y guarded, h;is ap- raigned July 2?.. He wore a blue 
peared in open court and lost a suit, while shirt and blue tie and 
motion lo h,we security in his sat behind Hane:': ,rlth three 
Shelby County Jail cell eased. deputies behind him. 

In holding the sec·urity mea.s- R;,y, "ho ~aid nothing at the. 
ure.-. are reasonable anrl neL·es- hearing. ('Ontrndect th?.t tight ~e• 
sary, .Judge W. Preston Rattle curity c0nc!itions-\lhich inclttclr 
told Hay, who is chargeri \vith arounrl-the-clock lighting a:id 
mu,de;-ir:g Dr. ;\f;irtin Luther full-time televi~ion ~un·cillancC', 
King Jr .. that if he ha.:: troubl.e --constitute cruel :-1nct inhuman 
~leF:ping. h~ sh0111d "gc.t cne of p1mishment. : 
tho:;e hlack m;i:;ks and put it "Thr c0111·t is of thP opinion' 
OYer his eves.'' that the me:1.-.ures t;iken at'e 

Rattle ?1\o helrf in c0nt0rnpi rrc\sonab:r:' Bilttle said. . 
four per-:orn who wae acc11secl Battle ruk:l thc1t comments 
of vi0lating a ban on prejnclkial by Han('s and the investigator, 
publidty in the Ray <.:ase. The and carried in stories written by 
four are ;\1·thur J. H,rnes Sr .. the reporters, were ''extremely 
Ray's chief attorney; a pri1:ate prejudicial and constitute a 
invE':>tigator and two newspc1per clear and pre;;ent danger" to 
re.porters. impaneling an impartial jury to 
_ lfanE:s. rneaml'hile, who h;.id try .Ray. 

Eaid la~t week he might have to Battle withheld punishment 
withdra1\· from the ose. said until a later date. indicating fu­
yestercl::iy he will continue be- ture conduct of the fcu:- men 
cause Ray ··r,2s reaffirmed his might po~sibly mitig;.ite or 
fkicir-(i"rr·n1e).'' purge the contempt ffrlc11ng":•-J 
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r.IJ~:;\IPHTS t:P1 -- James 
Earl Ray, who is charged 
with murdering Dr. :Mar­
tin L u the r King, may 
never testify in his own 
defense. 

·• 

The Negro apostle of 
nonviolence ,vas in ?-Icm­
phis to give support to 
striking garbage workers, 
almost all of them Negroes, 
who were locked in a 
vitriolic battle for higher 
wages with the city admi­
nistration. 

1fones indicated in an 
the deci.,ion to put Ray on interview in Birmingha\11 
the stancl or kcC::p him off tb.tt he may move for 
may not be made until . postponemen·t in the trial 

Arthur Hanes Sr., Bir­
mingham lawyer who is 
chief defense counsel, said 

" h t l d.ate. H.· e said- security t e momen · t 1e pro:-;t.:cu- . r 
tion rests its case and the precaut10ns at the Sheloy 
judge tells me to call my County jail ,vere unset- · 
first witness. tling to Hay, explaining 

"That's when I'll ha \'C to that Ray is kept in con­
decide, because under st ant li,;ht and is ,rntchecl 
Tennessee Ia-w the defense continually by shifts of 
must call as its first ,vit- t \VO guards as well as by 
ness the defendant him-, closed - circuit tele\·ision 
self, 11 if he is to be called. su1Teillance. 

If that happens, the "He may be unfit men-
. prosecution under cross- tally to really participate 

examination could bring in the defense, 11 Hanes 
out Ray's reconl as a thief ~L1id. "He needs some re:e-t 
ancl rob_ber and the fact , ,ind privacy." I 
that he 1s an escaped con- --. 

1
-- ·d. . 

1 
· r--

1 vict. ' ,: n 1scuss111g t 1e tn,. 
'ili1d possible defense prolJ .. 
]ems or maneuvers, Hanes 
said that "as far as any­
th i n g regarding Ray's 
background, it is all just 
newspaper and maga~ine 
material. 

Single Bullet 
Ray is scheduled to go 

on trial in Shelby County 
Criminal Co,wt here XO\'. 

' 12. He is charged with 
first degree murder in the 
sniper assassination of Dr. 
King, ·who was slain by a 
single bullet April 4 as he 
leaned on the balcony 
}~~Hin!LJ of a downtown 
inotel. .~-. --~ 

"The jury is going to 
han to l)c found that will 
be able to look at Ray as 
though it doesn't know 
anything at all al)Out the 
:press and television re-
poITs-:-,.,._,. 

• 
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l 

II .• '~' \:_-.. /·; 
0 

L o 

' .. 

' -::, - 1 {--~ ( .. >._'·\ /~Jri_g.ht dispatch by reporlrr Jim 
j!_ _) . -.,. __ 

1
\\ -'.•i r /Squires from MelllI)!1is.qt1ofoc! 

·' -~- ~- •· "sources elosr lo the c;ise'' as 

--~ (~.,,F ,l\ \\\:"..,~~\ !: . ..,,..-·~,. to the line of I:ay·s defcrH•. 

.. .. ,_:.:_-_· _:· __ .-_! ':,_, 1_, 1: ;_: , __ \_ The nc·11·c:papcr said nmnNous 
._, • .a -., - -

1 " sources h;i\'e in,1ieatcd ''the de-
.. , .. ,.-,_,,,,.__ .. ,, __ /fcn'•c 1,ill elaim It;-iy played 

1:., .•. ,, -'
01

--· '"·
05 fquoted Ray ohont the J110llC) of-only a small part 1n a master 

,.'i:hc .,,,~-;tsh_·_
1_1_1c ,.'l'.cn'.:~,~;c;::i;1rcr_in llie firsl instal1~1cn_t of _)plot :s'.l, \o,1'.ipl~~ 

1

and ,far-r~a1:h: 
!l)S J",J'--;'. Ln,1 l,,,), ,,ccu~cc.i::ct·1cs \rlncll bcban :\Jonc1:ty 11J1ng th,n C\tO !td) d~e:-, not k11011 

U 1ts·xr:.,Tc1cr or llt'. :1:irlin Lu-1Look maz,1zinc. 1who m,1stc·rmrnclecl 1t." 

\e:r Kiri~: Jr., ,,,,ill u, 1'n1 lle W8.sl The Tennessean, in its Mon-
1 

App:1r,'nlly, no effort \\ ill he 
f promis.2d '¢1:C):C:J to :;,i;'i,000' to clay editions, said Ray v.-m m:tcle by the cl0fe1N' lo shim 
~?_cl p,:,Ji,:-~ ~'.'.'2Y fro;'.1 the rs~llclaim that Ji::; wa_s o'.:lY _ "dc-!Wh('. 1;1~:1-:~_crn1ind~d ,'.h~>allc6ccl 
~1Uras ar;,:, i:~•co,·,,-:, t•u~ lPrc rn c.o/' ma plnL to t,H l'-rng l!l ;.,n-:con ,p.t .ic.,, the pctpc1 sc11cL 
[>:; ~~i_(·:{te~,t 1n~~11hl!Tit in I'd:~to- E)\:.,-:::r to the ~'t?io c,f 'fc11n~t:::c·c's' Tlh-1 rr(•ni~c.~scrtn .-~:tor\' said the 
1,v." contention that Ray acted as a clefen,e theory i., th,it Hay's 
· Eay's l•iogt"c"1pl1er says th·c lone 2.ssassin. : mo1 l'lllC·nls in i\lernphi::: \n·rc 

l
i?il ac:~13?cl_ oi :lie s;1:rc:-r.slay- Hay, an escapee from the/d~sig11cd lo set !Jim up _,is llie 
rg of L.1;1z. lie ::\,,2mp;11s, 1c1m., :\Iissoc:ri State Prison, goes o:i killt·r ttJ h•;t\'P ,1 f:il~l' lr.til ,1li1!t' 
.~t AJ)ril ·1 w;:s tcrn1J'.cr'. oul f trial ir: Shelby County C:riniina1\nnw,1ne e!:-;p shot Kin[:. 
i C_;1r~:;:d;2;;.,~1'.r~c~t~r t;1;,t!1s ,b;~ Court ;1t Memphis Nov. 12 on'\ !Iuie said J:;iy, \'.lio 1!'.1.~ bc•c-11 
i1Hd'.~'.: "1','.1",, '? -~ ··\;OO;J Odd murder clnr;~c. :H1lu1g _ '.1uto!J1,1gr;qil11t·,tl nntl':, 
IJ ltL1,c cl )_:->tE_JS 1 

• ',),on to Th" Teiin0-sl'an slo"\-- - , ,, ·: 111 lw; 1:111 Cl'll 1n ~l1•m11h1s for ,. . l '1 ~ . ~;'., "' ' l J' cl l.:L l'.l ' 
rlrllliil;;" lcllil, 01 a. u;-;c by lluie in a lJOoh:, tolcl him 
, h::;:;~,,~'.'/11li,,\il Er«(:::.:~~~~c::e the lllOi"'Y offl'r to !('an• ('an;id:t 

ea1m, rum '·a man whom Rty 

I 
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Hay told of a half a clo1/.en 
llli.·l'll!lf;s with Haot"1i,-•-;--1,ti1e 
said. 

Huie qtwkd nay as saying the 
proposilion boiled down lo lilis: 

Hay was lo niect naoul in 
Windsor and lllctKe sevcrnl trips 
aero.~s the border from Windsor 
to Jktrnit, carrying p,1ck:iges 
with unspecified c-onll'nls•hiclilen 
in the car. 

nay would t/1,:n .,ell the C',tr 
:rnd lH'lln'(•cl to Brimingll,1m 
Wlll'l'l' lie wouldlie ow, try to cs­
la!Jli~/1 a falo:e identity a1icl 
a w,iil inst ntl'l ion-; by general 
di:lin•ry mail. 

1 n,wul w:1\ lo p:1y H:iy's living 
C'XJH'll.,es aud go tn J:irmi11g11,1m 
l<,7it:y-·1i;T_1:a ".,u it:dJii:-t.tt:-'1 -= 

• 
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l C ( t l I /, '". ·· ! 
•·i •• } "--" 11 t, .. Ji:' ··!I. ; r 

r;' 1: F ,, " c, 
: i ! . t: ,--~, f • •' ('...... \ •, .. ., \ - • 
• - . ;: I , •·:.\ ,:- ;· \.:~,,,·. \ ..... -.,l 7'~"._' f' ("\ r- i 

'(_ .: 1,( !.'. 

! t" 

.~:., ,b, (~ .. l -_ - : __ ;1 (_ ;- t _, \~ .: ZI \' ., ~: )· •. 
t_.> 

,Three or fou1· wccl,s before }lr,rlin 
Lt1lhel' l...:ing v;;.is assa~:0 i(iZ:iTi::-ci•·fr1 
:\1-nnphis, a ll nllywoorl pJ;1,:l ic rn r­
g'Pon oper;:\tccl here on ~t m;:,n who 
identified hinisclf a.c; Eric Ci1lt, an 
a(tornry :::clirl Tuec:,fa:, ni.~hL 

Bennet OL=rn, ,\!Lo 1·nc\· fol' Dt·. 
Husl'el C. Jl;1dlc.1, told ;rhc Tirne,, 
the plastic: s11rgrry w;.1:s ;i_ minor 
npcrc1iion "tl1aL ,\'Oill.-ln't mn(e~·i0lh· 
chc1.nge tlw m;rn':::: apJY,arnnce." · 

.fames K=1.rl Tiay, ;:icc11.c;cd of rnur-• 
dering 1hc t·i,·il right-; lr:,rln, v:2.s 
known in thP J ,o; ,\n,,·clc:, atT;.1 
rarlicr \his Ye~rr ci;; Frir. S

0t,:1,ri Cali 
according t; tl-rc F.F;J. Ri \·, ;:irn·:-~11,ri 
in'London c1.ftcr the), pril ',i ?'5S?::,:i:1-

;:i! ·on, is now awaitinz trial in 
Mcmphi?. ' 

Olan s::i.id i h2 pl=:;;1.ic: sui gery "mc:y 
h:=t\'f'. been on the fom1.h or the 111 h 
nr ~latch, T fo•·,::ct "·hich." He 
rlcclinrd to giH:: :frt~ils 2boul. fhe 
opct;:i tion, e\·cn dee! i l!ing to 3pccify 
fh;:it it w,:s facial sur'.c'.C!'v. 

Olan 2aid hE'. an~·l ·Dr. 112.rlln· 
rcpnrlccl the a1r;~cr_v Io U1c. FE.I 
~1f1cr tbP natnP or Eri::· (;;i]t hi"!~c1n !n 
figure in accou;1f:; of the"' Ku{g 
killing. 

Olan ,;bn ,;~1id ]1p dncsn'L think 
Dr. }-1.adkv hc1:-; lv-.cn .,uhnc,-:·nE:ad ;:i~ 

a wilnc;o::· in R:n's tri,:I. "l d,,n't, 
hclin,:: "·h;:,t 11~· did \\cl~ tfat 
rc'.c\·,rnt," Qi;:in :-:::1ir1. 

Hc added that the rnrzc.Jn h:::d rio 
"L1dcpcndcnt rccolkction" or G~;lt, 
beyoEd the man's narns in hiJ 
medical 1cc01 c!:c. 

Olan s:i id GalL 2 p~2 rcnl ly \:,'2:", 

refcrrcci f o Dr. Hadley by fo2: Los 
_,\n[;·clc~ l~oun t) ~\I cdica 1 +-\ s~n. 2i~cr 
he a 5: keel f re tL e no.ms of 2 o ualifiecl 
sur;;eon in the Jfollyv:oocl a1'.e2. · · 

Autl1nr Wilforn nr2dforcl Huie 
would by the 0;1ly per.so;, 2u thoriz?d 
to look 0':er ric.,dley's 1-cc.-iccls of fo,; 
surgery, tlle lav:yc:r sairl. Huie:: h::::;: t. 
contr?cf \':ith Ra\' ~o writ~ the-: 
lr1 l I ~r's 111 rrno! r.::;) ; ncl Tiay «Ethor­
b0d lla.dki' to Jet Huie ;ou~ th& 
I>,:,,·h, ·01;:;ll :::il.id. -· ---

1 r J n / -1 

_ =~ ~J L <---~ 
r.l' 

• 
F ,\ 
E- .,J•~-l '·i0 
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New Ray Attorney WITI 
Request Delay of Trial 

Judge Expected to Set ianuary.Date for 
Case Involving Suspect in King Slaying 

BY PAUL VALENTINE 
Exclusiva to The Times from the Washington Post 

MEMPHIS-As securi- time, and it is known that 
ty-minded officials ·made Battle does not wish to 
last - minute preparations keep the jury tied "up 

• 

during the Christmas hi)li­
to open the trial today days. This means he 
of James Earl Ray in the ----:---;--, ...... n-.._~~,,Je,;:~~~;~~IIW'~~'J!l 
assassination of Dr. :Ma - probably continue the \r_i-

..._._+---=-+-1 --?-1til sometime in Jan­tin Luther King, new de-
fense attorney Percy Fore­
man moved to postpone it 
indefinitely. 

The noted Texas crimin­
al lawyer told newsmen he 
will ask County Judge 
'Walter Preston Battle for 
a continuance when the 
trial is scheduled to open 
at 9:30 a.m. today. 

He said he needs time to 
study and prepare the case 
after taking it over less 
than two days ago. Rays' 
former defense attorney, 
Alabamian Arthur Ha~ 
Sr., withdrew Sunday faf~ 
ter an apparent falling out 
with Ray. 

· Foreman's request for a 
postponement is routin~ 
under the circumstances, 
and Judge Battle is ex­
pected to grant it. Contin­
uances are normally made 
for 30 days. 

However, the trial ls 
expected_ to last four or 
fi"ve wee'ks beyonatnat 

uary. 
Foreman met with Ray 

Monday in the prisoner's i 
closely guarded Shelby ~ 

C o u n t y jail c e 11 and ~ 
huddled periodically with ~. 
s t a t e o ff i c i a 1 s. The , . t 
wealthy attorney, keeping i 
close to his client, is t 
staying in a downtown ► 
hotel less than two blocks 

1

._. 

I 

from the county jail. 
Also in Memphis to 

1observe the trial is :vli- . 
.chael Eugene, 30, the I,ri- r 
tish attorney-appointed,' to · 

' t hpresent Ray in extradi- : 
tion proceedings w h e n 
Ray was arrested in Lon­
don last summer. 

Th e Shelby C o u n t y 
courthouse-where Ray is 
i m p r i s o n e d one floor 
above the courtroom in 
wfiich he will be trif,d-

i w~s seal~d off Monday to 

I a} persons except -~~eci~ 
f1ed state and local offici­
als. City police and county t. 

sheriff's deputies main .. k-.,~-~......;. .. ...,_~j!~~ .. -,v.·::,:.~ ,,_·_:;.,:;.,.,,,._.,.,,,.,, __ . __ 

tained an armed guard at 
key poip.ts arQ.,und tJ;i.s 
buuamg. 

RAY't,EW ATTORNEY-Percy 
Forem .· in Memphis after taking 
over t e defense of James Earl B9Y 
fr'om adorney Arthur :r. Ranes. 

IA') Wlrephoto 
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ME~Il-'HIS, Tenn. (AP) - Ar When tcud earlier Sund;i_y of:res~t it for earfy next year. ~ 
switch in lawyers just two dayslruinors of the impendincr swifc1177tay, charged with:_'"" hrst-ch.'­
before James Earl Ray was to! Battle said he would gr~nt a de- grce murder, is accused of lh~ 
sta~tl trial on c~arges of n,1_ur-11ay "if Ray retains Foreman sniper_ sla~ing of King on Apr_il 
dermg Dr. l\Iartin Luther Kmg, and if he asks" for a postpone- 14 while King wa~ m Men:iµ_his 
Jr., rai,sed doubts as to whetherlment. to support the city's stnk;ng 
the trial will be held this year. It· was believed that Foreman garbage collectors. , · · • 

Ray took action ;unday to would ask for at least 30 days to The surprise ~witch by ~a~ 
~op _A~thur J. H~..'.. a former give him time to become famil- was announced m a late n~~~: 
B_irmmt>ham, Ala.,. mayor, as iar with the case. Hanes, who!news _c~nference call~d by S 
hrs lawyer and retain famed de- said the change came as a sur-1i~~il}!c!_!}1 N. Mon1t Jr. The 
fense attorney Percy Forern prise to him, said he wouid notlsnenff S<-."1d For__em~~~d t\V? .. of 
of Texas. . object to the motion. · 

Foreman, whose clients have . . . 
included .rack Rubv and heiress Smc-e the trial 1s expected to 
cand::ice Mosslrr. ;aid he would last at least four weeks, a post-
go before Criminal Court .Judge ponsmrr.t of 30 days would pu~h 
w. _Preston Battle at 9:3o a.m. the_ start of tr'.al close_ to t~e 
Tuesday-the time Ray's trial is l~:~~1.:,tmaJ' ho1Idays--:-w1~ tne 
•scheduled t.o begin-and requestlilKe1y result that BaLtte WotITd 
a forit1nuance. 
◄ . . ,. ... r 
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-Associafed Press Wirephoto 

PERCY FOREMAN 
A~tsffilfes·Earl Ray defense 

• 

Ray's brothers, John ~nd Jeriy 
Ray, had come to the !ail eat­
lier Sunday to see Ray. 

"During the course of this vis~ 
it, certain decisions were made 
and a letter was written to Mr. 
Arthur Hanes Sr., attorney, and 
signed by James Earl Ray," 
Morris said. 

"This letter was presented· to 
me for reading by Mr. Foreman 
and it declared an intent by 
James Earl Ray to dispen5e 
with the legal services of l\Ir. 
Hanes and his son and of an fo. 
tention to obtain new counsel 
and a Tennessee lawyer." 

Morris also said Foreman had 
told him he intended to appear 
before Battle Tuesday morning 
and request a continuance. 

The Tennessee lawyer to be 
retained by Ray was not named. 

"The first I knew of this was 
at 8: 20 this evening," Hanes 
said in a brief news conference 

1
or his own in a drizzling rain on 
the steps of the county office 
building. 

"I didn't come tn Memphis for 
the ride," Hanes said. "I came 
to play ball. I was prepared to 
go to trial Tuesday morning. 

However, Hanes added, "I 
don't want a reluctant client." 

Proceeds from Ray's life sto­
ry, being written by Alabama. 
author William Bradford Huie 
and already running in maga­
zine serialization, were being 
used to pay Hanes, but there 
was no immediate iriication 
JiowRa.f'Would pay Foreman~ 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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J/' •!I .,,,_ jail Sunr~ay wit!! two of 
I''\. I e D ----ilayis brothers, John Ray .t\.mg's Accused 

\Hires Percy Foreman 
· and Jerry Ray. 

The sheriff said the 
three asked to see Ray 
and during the visit "cer­

.. _ Switch From Hanes by James Earl Ray tain decisions were made 

t~ Will Probably Delay Trial to Next Ye~ 1

11 

and a letter ,vas written" 
• to Hanes. r MEMPHIS Tenn. m- ··:. Forem:in w it;l.l epla.c~ "This letter was pre-

·o·· • ' .,,__ Al'thur J. Han of Bit- sented to me for reading 
~James Earl Ray, charged mingham, who ad repre-
pv.ith the murder of Dr. J:;ented Ray since shortly by Mr. Foreman and it de­
):1artin Luther King, en- after he was apprehended. clared an intent by James 
tgaged a new lawyer Sun- · ~anes said the sudd_en Earl Ray to dispense with 
:d vho said a delay in switch came as a surpnse the legal services of Mr . 
. ay,' . to him but that he ,vould Hanes and his son and of 
}lays tr 1 a 1 w o u 1 d be not object to the motion to an intention to obtain 
::asked. be offered Tuesday. 
· f b R new counsel and a Ten-; The sudden shi t Y ay , Sheriff Explains 

Jo famed defense lawyer . "I first learned of this nessee lawyer, n l\I orris 
:Percy Forem-/i_ was an- at 8:20 _this evening," said. 
:nounced in a late night Hanes said after the sher- Attorney in Doubt 
· , ews conference by Shel- iff's news conference .. "I There was no immedi-
~ . . . \,·as prepared to go to trial 
p_y County Sheriff William Tuesday morning. ate indication of who this 
N. Morris Jr., virtually on Ho,vever, Hanes added, Tennessee attorney would 
the eve of Ray's scheduled ~ I never want a reluctant be. 
trial. , · (!lient." King was shot to death 
; .. Ray had been scheduled · Hanes ~ad told the c?urt here April 4 while in r.Iem• 
·, . . once earller that serious phis to support striking 
.tor trial on a first-degree difficulties had arisen be- city garbage workers. Ray 
plUrder charge Tuesday. tvreen him and Ray over was arrested in London 
> • Foreman was expected the conduct of the trial June 8 at the end of an 
·to request at least a 30-day a!Yd t!1at at some la~er date extensive manhunt and 
" t' t familiarize he might have to ,v1thdraw returned to 1Iemphis July 
~on muance O as counsel. 19. 
:himself with the case, . Morris said Foreman, Ray has been held in ·a 
meaning Ray will probab- who once represented Jack jail cell since then, under 
iy not be tried this year. Ruby and was defense constant surveillance by 
-: . counsel in the murder trial closed circuit television 

Declares Intention of exonerated heiress Can- and two guards. A tight 
:; . Morris said Ray ':lad dace 11osler, · cariieTOtde no-publicity order was in-
·:signed a letter of intent voked by: ::Jattle, ~vho is to 
·.earlier Sunday to hire pres1e1e at the tria:l. · 
·Foreman to represent 
him. 
>. "Mr. Foreman has told 
ii1,e that it is his intention 
:to appear before Judge W. 
-Preston Battle Tuesday 
:n10rning at 9:30 a.m. to re­
(lUest a continuance in the 
trial of the case pending 
'j;gainst j'ames Earl Ray," 
lforrissaid. ~----

• 

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state,) 

I-6 Los Angeles 
--Los Angeles, 

Date: 11/11/ 68 
Edition: Home 
Author: 

Editor: Nick B. Williams 
Title: 

MURKIN 

Character: 

or 

Classification: LA 44-1574 
Submitting Office:Lo s Angeles 
D Being Investigated 

. 2EARCHED ···-··~-i1NDEXED ... :. ..... 
SERIALIZED. I HLED .. ,----~·--· ~ ,.~/ 

; N civ 1 21968, ·" 
FBI- LOS ~NGELE 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-_350 (Rev, 7-16-63) 

• 
(Mount Cl lpplng In Space Below} 

... -..__t~in_:; lr:-:sons, \'is1tr~1-
. t1,;t, a ncl had a plrls1 :c sur~l lln 
changf' the shape of his nose. 

"BE'fore his no.~e cou!d heal 
completely," Huie 11 rote, "R;1y 
received by mail on :.larch 15 
the directive he h;icl been ex­
pecting. lie 11as 11·,1nted in Sel­
ma ,rncl Birmingham. .\la.-
11·here King was recruiting :-;up­
port for h:s poor people':- march 
on Washington." 

Huie relates that Ray regis­
tered in a motel in Selma on 
1}Iarch 22. and went to Atlanta 
the next day. He quotes a news 
dispatch that said King had 

·. _ . . _. , . . . . gone to .\tlanta on 1Iarch 21, 
NEW YORK (AP) - Jatit~ter six weeks. tn . Birm:rg- after a :-11 ing through Alabama. 

~art Ray. charged in the ::clay-I h:,m, R;iy 1rent to ~Ie:,,co wlw1:r 1 King '.\,;,., slain in :',lemphis, 
tng of Dr. :.Irtrtin Luther Km::;, he met. BaPul anct. at Raoul "/Tenn., on ,\pril 4. 
Jr., is quoted in the curren,! reque~t_ haulecl ;,_ :-:-pare lirc 1 Huie said he could n,ll reveal' 
LrJok magazine as hav:ng said aero:,~ thP borcter into :\uev0 iall he iearned from Ra\· until 
~e u:1knr.'.1-1ngl\· bec;ime in- Laredo. H1ti8 relates. jafter his trial. but that he ,1·as 
volved in "sorne sort of plot to F:ay trawlerl. ;ihnut in ;dr;.::r·,, convi,ncecl King'~ ITl.l'l rJ,or \\ as 
kill King'' eight months before then drove to Los ..\n.;eles in No- platted ''by calculating men 
the mur-cler. : vember. 1%7, when\ Huie says. who wanted to use his rnurr!er 

..\uthnr \Villiam Bradford Huie he receive~ ··a command _to to tng,;er v1n\ent conflict be­
says Ray wTote from his :\Iem- come to :\e11· Orleans for m- tween wh,te and Negro c1ti-
phis, Tenn., jail cell: "I suppn~e structons." . _ zens." 
r became inv0lved in some sort He quotes Ray as han~g wnt- 1 "The pnmary target. was the 
of plot to kill King when I first ten that he drr:>ve to :\ew Or-1l'niterl States of ..\mencc1.'' Huie 
took tho.,e packages into thel leans, where Raoul "said w~ hc1.d ;~rites. -~ " 
(jrjre.d ,sratt:., from Canad.a .. _; 0_ne rnr,:·e _icb to do 3.ncl wed .dol 
But nooody told me anvt h ing 1, rn about t,\ o or three 
about any planned murder of n'onths.'' 
Kins or of anyo:ie el.se." Ray \vTote that Raoul prom-i 

The '·pad:ag,,.," \iere nnt !sed him "travel papers" to any-
[dentified hv Rav or Huie, where he wanted to go and 

The arttclP quotes Ray a,! 512,110.0, 2,ncl when he a~ked what 
having written that, while a fu- the jr:b wa:~ he was told "not to 
g:tive ln Canada in ..\ugust. 1%7, ,\or'"y 2hout it ;:rnd nl)l to a~k 
he met a man nami"cl Ramil whn q11e:e:~inns.'' Huie st;,trs. Ray 
offered him money, a car and s::•··1 R1 ~·,[ gave him $2.~00 in 
''travel papers'' i he would es- $:n ;)ds, t.hr art:cle relates. . 
tabllsh himself in Birrnin,::;it1m. ~ 1 ~~~ [.Pc: .\ngeles, H111,e 
Ala., and make himself •·-avail- saf';:-K;,;- ronk rlancrn~ ?.nd bar-1 

Before leaving for Rirming­
ham, Ray made two auto trips 
across the border at Wind,or­
De:roit with "packages" con­
c1cal-3d in his old car bv Ranul 
lh:e re'.ates. • ' 

In Birmingham, R~y g,,t a 
r:iom and bouJht a white ~[tL~­

tang with ~2000 given him by 
Raoul. Hu1e wrote. Raoul ;i\~n 
g:i.\'E' Ray S~no for li\"ir:e; e:~­
pr.n_:;e.;; anrl $~00 for some -earn-
~:·2 cq::·~-~r1f;:t_ the ? ... ~:c!e 

~i :·::~· ::.a.i[ ~ .. .1-.." r!': ;;:,f 

~r:-~·,,- ·1i.·:-i•-. h-:~ v.·as rl:~;~e(i t:) h;r\· 
P:1i-:·t~j,;ff"cl()1ic equip1li"21~l-, __ .,.. .... .,. .... 
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(C) 1163 New York Time, Ne·»s Servici, 

.\iF::\IPHlS, Nov. 11--The trial; 
nf ,fames Earl Ray apparently 
will be dr-laved · at least twot 
months to gi,:"e Ray"s new attor-1 
ney. Percy Foreman, of Hous- 1 
_ton, time to prepare a defense! 
lac;ainst the eharge that Ray' 
la~sclssin~tecl the Re\'. Dr. :'.'.far-
jti:1 Luth;:r King .Tr. _ 

Althnu~h permission has not 
been granted by the court for 
Fot'eman to entet' the trial, the 
fc1mecl Texas attorney was busy 

• today prep_aring motinns to be. 
offered tomorrow when Ray's 
trial is scheduled to begin. 

Ray la~t night fired his law­
yer of five months, Arthur .T., 
Hane.~, the former mayor of 
Rirmingh,in1, .\la., and asked: 
Foreman to take over the de­

/en.,e. 
Trial .Tudge W. Pre-;tni\ Br1ttle 

wa:, expected to grant F0re­
)man·s reque.,t for the po:,;t;1one-; 
mr:1t sinr:e Hanes ha:::; refu:e:ed to 
turn onT his files on the case to 
R'; y·cc,·1 f 'P-n're man. .,_ "' 
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0
---"- • 1 8es living throughout the 

' N ifil 1fl tl J ~j ~ :;-, ·:h~ ~ ~ :" .. 1 ·,, ii f,;Cruted States, in-i"Ie:d'co, 
li,,,..e;._J_',h,-~~~1 '•'d =-- ::i (!;J fJ ll ~,,;;:; 1

,., ""
1 ~ .,,J J 111 il • Canada, England and Per-

~') ..-~ '!l, 
1"'r' .<1 • ,..., ~ 5 I !'-"'.'., ,~,: ff h A ,. .,

4 
., ff_. tug~l, defense :°.un ocl :vas 

t t.i.f,J 1'"' g i il d A l.J ;J l ti. g G a\/ u:J li C; ~] entitled to additional time 

Ch::inge Ordered to Give Mew Attorney 
Time .to I ntcrview ProspE:ctive V/itnesses 

BY JACK NELSON 
Times Slaff Writer 

to prepare the nse. 
Judge Battle, overruling 

strenuous objection.;; from 
the prosecution, gr:mted 
the delay until :\I2rch 3 
and instructed Foreman to 
report to the court by Dec. 
12 on whether his prepara­

MEMPHIS - Accu.c:f._~ Huie has ne,:er _met R~y, tions indicated he would 
assassin James Earl Ray I nufnas based his st?n_cs be ready for trial by that 
got a new attorney and a: on accounts hand:vntten date. 
110-day trial delay Tues-· by Ray and transmitted to Ray is accused of killing 
day in the Dr. :Martin him by Hanes. The con- Dr. King \vith a rifle shot 
Luther King murder case. spiracy angle propounded on April 4 as the civil 

In a crudely-,nittcn let- by Ray supports the de- rights leader stood on a 
ter and later in a barelv fense Hanes reportedly i balcony. outside his motel 
audible voice, the 40-veai·-. '>Yas preparing in the case room here. He was in 
old Ray dismis~cd Arthur -that Ray ,vas an unsus- 1kmphis to lead rkmon-
Hanes Sr. and his son, pectir.g dupe in the assas- strz.:.tion.s by stri'.-::in:; sani-
Arthur Jr., both of Bir- sination, possibly a decoy. tation v:or:~el'3. 
ming ham, ·Ara., as ·his _Ray signed a contr~ct The defendant, dressed 

· counsels and retained cri- with Hanes and Hme. in d':lrk t,·ouse,·s, a .dark 
minal la,vyer Percy Fore- ac;rceing that hi~ ;;hare of blue chec:~e,:ed sport; coat 
man of Houston. the money for his account with li;;::t blue shirt and 

That set the stao-e for of the King case would be solid dark blue tie, \Valked 
Foreman to requeft the used to P~Y Hanes for his into the small courtroom 
delay, which he did, de- l~gal services. • here preceded by Shelby 
clarin"' he intended to trv Hanes, ex-FBI a.,:zent :md Co01nty Sheriff '\Villiam 

o • f r B' . to inten·iew all of the nr~er._111~;-,~or Oi · irrr.1n3"- ::1.~or:-i.s and follow2d by a 
prosecution's 360 "pros- ham, already has bE en denutv. 
pective witnesses." paid $30,000 under the Ra}~. a vacant look in his 

The h e . 1 b t I - h r•·.--~,' ("It'~ al\va~·~ trere," . c ang · in awyers agreement. u c aims e -.' '--" -· .1 ~ " • 

apparently resulted from is still owed SLi,000 for says :.I. D. Eugene, the 
disagreements over trial sen-ices and expens~s. s)licitor from London ,vho 
strategy and over financi- Howe\·er, Hanes denied represented him in ext:~·a­
al arrangements in the Tuesday that monev had cition pro~e,,,,•11·,,,~~ ~:i·er· 

... - . "' _ .... •.i.c~ a.J.:, contract Hanes and ·wilti- anvthin
0
..., to do '\·ith the \ · •· J 

.1 '" .. !lS a:-r23~ lner'= on L:ne 8), am Bradford Huie, an dispute with Ray. He said . 1 , 

Alabama author, had with it was a matter of trial quic • ..:ly tool-;: his seat fac-
R f h . 't ir er tr:"' 1·ua "''" ,ay or 1s wn ten ac- strategy, that "I thought ·..:, · - 0'" 

t ft. th· t' · h · t "T-ro·,- - • · .,,, conn o 11e case. is was ne ng, t time o u " c.~·e yo1c: aomg; 
From his jail cell, Ray g~ to trial but R2.y didn't. as:-;:ed H2nes Sr., ,,·ho only 

has been peddling a story His change of la·,vvers was Sunday r.; .,.1-,t .,.,..as P'" _ .. 
th th T

7
• 1 - 11 - . - 1 • ••~-' " ,e.,cnc-at e n.mg .r:i .mg was a a subterfuge m oraer to ed wi·th ~R ., 

1 
-

. ~ f L 1 · ,~, .~ "'t>"r of conspiracy. ::,o ar oo { cret a delav." ' . . • ~ • ., '--Le 
" 0 ., d1 ... ........,,_,.,l., ,.., •• ,.,....,r .,Iagazine, under contract Crirr:iYial Court judge ,N. . ::> .... -0.:, 3 oy :::ir.2rar .,rnr-
with Huie, has run two Preston Battle noted that ns. "I'm iine, e,:e;,·vtI1in,,.•

3 . t 11 • • th R h · f d 1 - 11 • ' t '' ,.... • '" ms a mencs or , e ,ay t e motion or e,a:.· came a •• n;:;;1 , rc:1y r:1:1rm•.1red, 
account as told to Huie. as the trial was sch2d1.1.lecl a:1d tnc pr:x:c~dhg3 be-

Foreman indicated that to begin Tuesdav "at the ;a0 . 

Ray wou:d not divulge 11th hour and "tr.e .::iGth . .Juci;c B2t::le h1d a court 
further details until the minute and :30th se:ond.'' 2 ,:~le :chm,· Ray a coo': of 
trial ,vas comnleted. He But he added th:,.t the tr:e-lctctr· he rc:'io~~:1ta.1v 
angrily refus2cl to say :::tate and fec:er2-l c0:-:;::itu---· ... _. • 

I ,vhether he would advi 3e tio:1s guara:1tc::cl t;.,, de­
. Ray to cancel the contract fendant the right "to co'.rn-

, 
1.r.-1.r:: 1It.'.:2 n: t,; te1l !':o9;"1... ....--1 of his c~:.01__,::~::·.•; 

. : .. -::, --~ >-l :-: ~ .. 
.... - .. . . ' ~ 

·--··~--'-.:.. .::·?I'Vl('.~S 2n :ne Cr?:.i:2. 
... ~.:..,: :..t:-:.:l.:.:.• ~-:~ :- ~-:~:i.,'_'.-: 

c i rc:.,L :--;;. ~: ~'- :·:c2 :s ci tl"' (~ c ?.i-22, 
Judge B1ttle said, with so 
n·ra:rry--pTbsecutio11witnes-
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wrote to Hanes and asked , __ _ 
if"he wrote it. 

"I did, sir," Ray said. 
The letter, bnd0.vritten 

to nnear 1Ir. Hanes,n said: 
"Due to so:n~ disagree-

. ments between me and 
you in regards to the 
handlings of my ca3e I 
have decided to engage a 
Tennessee attorney and 
pe~·haps s om e on e e13e. 
Therefore I would appre­
ciate it if you would take 

~\DO fu~ther acti~r:is on fny 
icase m 1Iempms, Term. ,, 
;f\.lso I anoreciate w:; a't 
_'.You have ·aire:.1dv did ·b:-

James E. ------,1 

• 
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• 
(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 

r--• .___, ,,~,'J ~, .. , ~-~ ·--,) 
'.l 

J -d ;J \~ 

i,.\ !\, 1 ..... -~:-, rj !i.., 
~ ·· \ -; r··-i ·J ~

1
-~, /, -\ u . ,i ;

1
•-;., ,_,:_~ 

(C) 175~ N:N Yori( Tir.,~, ti 0
•,,; Scrv:c> Hane., s;,;d thal [or rno;1\hs he 

BIR:',Il;-,"Gll\:\f, :\o,·. 15 --1 1;:1cl bcca :i.11 ,ire of m;111v inclica­
a\rthur J. Hanes. the d:srni.,:-:ccl tic1ns tlnL l~c;y rnie;hl br; pn,par• 
attorney for J;uncs . Earl H:.tY\ing fti sw!lch atto1::1cy, and thati 
contc'1c1cct tc::l:1y th;:t n 1,•:;,, ··cn·:c1brn1t a 1110111h ,:'.·n he hec;:nie' 
tircly poss:blc'_' tiial h,'. ha:: hccn \virtually certain ·t11r1l this ,1,:s 
picked as Rays attrm12y only t~ITiay·s plan. Thr attorney said! 
unclcrscorc. the_ rac:;tl ;;sprct 01 \tkit he l1e1d mcntinrn-d this pos-

1 the assass:nat1~n of the Rc,·.
1
sibility to the schcdu'.rcl tri::tli 

l\[art;n Lutncr h1n.~ .Tr. and lllali.iu:!ge. \\'. Pr,'swn Bdt!r. and tol 
he had nr:n,r bc('n 1;xpcc'tccl toitlle pro.,ccu,or. r. ~l. C,.P1ale,

1 
be the ;:iclilc\l tnal l,l\ryer. Ith' Shelby County attorney .;cn'.i 

II::incs h;is rcce1,·ed ,,·1dc pu!J·,ctal. 
licity for dcfcnrlin;; lll,T(' Ku! --nut. ;;;1v didn't .,:1\ an\t\1in::( 
Klux Klcrnsmcn in a ci\'il ri;;llt,t,ncl .\rt,e ~ml I h,1cl 'to pi'·ocrcd 
c.i.,c. - Ion the as,mnr,tion th:11 we ,1rrc 
• Hanes s:nd it 11·,:s c1lso pn:c;si-lgning tn tri:il cinrl :;,1 we put 

blc that Iiay had bt:cn tolrl, c':cn tr,;elhcr ju~t a gn'dt dcfcnsL: for 
before King was murch,recl, "he R::y, including ;:i few bomb­
should c0ntact me" if he was sliells," Hanes said. 
arrested. The :;nggesti11n lid 11:rne., 

The lawyer offcrerl hie,; obscr- wc:s rotainccl \\·itll ,:n rntcntion 
vations in an interview in Bir- of uncle:·scori:1 _g tlle raci;l! ,1s­
rningharn. • pects of I...:in;·s mun[,.:r. llan2,: 

He sc1id hr: :-:tiLl could h;.;nll\· crnt?ncl':rl, ;irn,e frnn1 a cnmbi­
creclit the bru·;que manner i;1 nc1t1on of circttm~rar:;·c~. , 
which h2 a:1d hl,: ,;011 .. \rthur .J., 1-f;inc:=; 1·.-,1;; el;,ctrrl m:1ynr of: 

.H~:.nes .Tr., \1,'l~rr_; d~sn1i::;~0cl f:~on~iE,1rn11n;l;an1 .-::.~~\: yrc1r:-; ~1~() tn a 
tr.e R·1v ca·,c ]'h' S1in.rJ;i,· n>r11tir;ie;,t •1l·1t'n--,11 ;if:cr 101rrnw \ · \.(_, . , (,._t, \. •. l .c .. : ·:~!-~IC _l, l.il l,l. , o 

11·l1r::n tlwv arr;\·c,cl ;;,'., the Sh•'.:i)\',forcc; with .\l2h;11l:1· 0 ;F:::h .0 e­
ja;1 in ::'lr"emphi~ to .c;ivr R~y ~l;;:.:g,,t10i1:.::t. f>::'.cn-:: (f:ull) r·c,n-

1 

nn1,· ;cr;:,y ~uit to \ieai- d11rirg'\;'.nr, thrn _th" f'.irni -:::i:i:11 pn-i 
hi:; ::·'..~\---~ lice comm1:;:.10ncr. c------, 1 

. • I 

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state,) 

Date: 

Edition: 

Author: 

Editor: Donald Goodenoi:·: 
Title: MURKIN 

Character: 

or 

Classi fie a lion: 

Submitting Office: 

D Being Investigat~":! l i, 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-350 (Hcv. 7-16-63) 

:,·· --~. 
-, ) ":--\ ~\ r7 

\ t '. ! 
c.1 \ .i. '.~ •. l ! 

}..; 

(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 

t-: - .. \ 
!·t !~:_·1 r·· '\ 

r~· . 
.,. ....... ----\ ~ . ' 

0 0 0 
,: 
i: 

.., 
1; 

~;_ :_,:-:::\ r;.- ·: ~,,_--:-~_.'_/: '.;·',•,·. 
·<~---·.,1. ~-~·-., .•. _.i ',,; . 

1,1 ;. ~ ~ ! 

14 

ti \:~. _.: 
'j I! ,,- ·- j 

A.~ : i ~-, ' ·-

<;:~-.\ "-:\ :7; ~1 l ;. ,~ ~\ :? 
. -- .. ~· /. --~, I! !.l 

;,[E:\IPHiS, Tenn. (U'l)--~'hc Ray"s trL'.!l was pJ.-;,poncd t'irP station mo v,ml:-; from the 1 
1:1'.xcd up CilSC 2f:,~mst J2ir,,_:"·,:--·Tu'°:-ctilv \\'!'E'll Fort:nan, "i,;;~•T1J;:i.,;-,, b:•,•1thle,,1\-,"!c<' t'll":c/ 
E;i.r! IU,y in the ils.,;;~.:,;inc:'.ion of ce'.c:m{tccl Texan w:w clef('t:cled fir~n';~·1;~•a.,1~r"thcn · ·,\.-,L,••J~vl1i:k;cl \ 
Dr. :\fc1I'tin Lu:hcr Kin; .T:·. hei!·es,; Candy Mo,~kr an_d to police h,-;:idquarters, i1cc0rd-
~~o\red c\·cr_y sl~:1 ~hi.:; ·,c,\:c!·~ nf c1a1n1s O]C' 1n::-:~ to t11e clt'ctr1c in~ to .~o~H'l'CS. 

becoming . even more tangled cn,1,r in 1,0:1,l munI,-r cc1 scs, .-\ith()u,:::;i1 Hanc;c; ,ras cfo­
bcfore a single word of took over the defense. mis:-c'tl oul of hand in a 
testimony is ever he;ml in The new trial r'.ate is ~Tarch 3. penciled, t\\()-p,1r;1grc1ph letter 
court. !here are early rnd1cat10ns that signc,i '•:ciinccrely" by Ray, the 

Since Rc1y unceremoniously it too m;,y be poc-tpond. The aLtorne\· n:mains a cog in the 
dumped Arthur .J. Hanes as pos~ibility of mo1.·ing t!:e trial center ·of the ca:-e. 
defense attorney and hired out:c:ick ::VIemphis to _ ::mother In an interview at a private 
Percy Foreman la,i Tuesday, Tennessee city also exi:::.h. .club on a hill overlookin° 
the case ha:; quickly taken on Two of the irnny sides in the;Birrnin,:;1arn,· the former Bitl 
the,;e elements: c-ase claim at lea~t onelmingh,~n mayor noted another 

-\\'oulcl-be eye1.\·itnes;-;2s. one eyewitne:,s e;i_ch. The prosecu-:bizarre elc·rne.nt. 
an 11-ye:l!'-old boy, are crop;j!rig tion cl;iirns Chc1rles 0. Stephens,: ·'It \1·rLtcln't surpr:5e me at, 
up to say they sa\'; the ass;i.ssin. 3 dtsab!ecl war· \'eleran who :,!!," JLci;c~ said when asked if 

-.\ttorneys, b:·o'.Ler~, cte;en- livecl in the dollar-a-cl&y flop- it \1·c-r2 likt:lv that he was "set 
d,1nt anrl ;iuthor:-; :1:-2 sqnabbl:ng hou,e the s'.ate S,licl R::iy Viaited 1up'' by n~ci, ·1,:lrn plotted King's 
on'r 1,1·ho should make hn•.v in to kill_ :King._ . . . 1munler. a.ncl in fac-t \':a::: never• 
much money out of thr c-::l:<·. In an mtervtew rn Bll'mrng-:intended to take the case to 

---.\rlhur Eanes i::; ne;:,Jl:c1t ,:,-; ham, Ala., Hanes claimed he! trial. 
to sell his story of Ra~·~ had an eyewitness, '·a bomh- The thrnrv bch;ncl this plot 
dvf,JH' to Life mc,gazine, ;~ncl th~ll'i., wh0m ht~ refu5ed to within a J;lnt.. }lanes . noto,1,\ 
,E·fu..::n;; to tum over his me,, if .ch.ntily. could be that hh sclection--he 
he hds zrny, to Forern,rn, v;h) And there is the 11-year-old was a :-:c'2 1·c·2ationist mavor andi 

1 bo\. \"]l)tn }I"t'e~ cl~i~1°c1 i.,. · ·, .. 1 • ! '. T" I pr·t•:-;un1ai)ly cou.d read thcrn in <· ~ I l. >r (l I 
0 

'",~: ... ~
1
'.\'-_.~:--~ u-..1~UCCC'~\il~1iy r~cfe.nd~~( U1~·ce l\.U 

l.'(c if he w:1;,ted to. never hcatll of. the P,0,<:.CL,1!0l1,r\.·1,.,,. r\.·1,.n,·-1·1l'l1 1n tl'"·h·ah,,,avr 
,._ I i J. ~ • \. J.. • ._.,." •~ l L \,., , :::, • 

--It arpc,ll'~ po:c:sible that remains si1cnt about and other !mu:·ckr or :\fr~. Viola Liuao_:__! 
•!:rn•·~ m,:\' h:1vc beea h;recl sources say rnay h,l\'e been :wo11lcl rnc::,e the murder 3Pl''--'ar1 
,•"'\' ;j,- ;i; in.;lTC1'.('flt to :iclcl! scared into silence. Ito be tlw wnrk of \i'hile ra~ists.! 

'•l~t" ,--,,.,.11 tL -~·,·,ri to +1-, , 11 .. :1
1 The bo,· Sll!)po~ecl'.v ~aw a· \,.,11,. 1. \\'; 11; 0 , 111 p,, .. ,ct,rot·l-1! 

• .. " ' ' ' l C • \ l • I "' "' .- l(< 1 ! , ~ _.. 1 l (, I.., C\ l I 

i .--~ ,;:· '.he n,,t·o·1·., 1r.1jnr white m,rn be:,r;n;:; a rifle jnrnp ilt:ic. in a copyri;lit series of! 
1",.l r../:, f•c:w,:. I from bushes atop an ernb:n\- ·rt'c:'-~" ''1 Innl• m""''i"P l)·,,cdl t th· f f•) •:vl 11-,, I ~· ..... ·':"() cl I 1,.. •• j J !\. (.!c,cl .1.i .• Cc, 

·--.\ rny:--tc': :·.1u:; :rnd phrinv'I men a, ,Je, '''· ,o. 1 oL,c on inforn1;1tinn frnm Hilv. 
h l 1. - :\fotco] \''ll"r" Kinrr V''l. s' i1'1C1'··,,y . • . 1·::·: -:r- ~·nJc c~1 ~1 n\-('T po 1cci ... -- · c •.... - s •'- .) · _u 1 ,.u.o cont2:1d:,;.; th,~~re \va;-; a cnnsp1r~1cv 

r::,::-, 2 nc! thrn<:;ht to hr: p,is :hlr\ when he_ 11·as shot. Beh:!1d the: t.o kill Kin,c.:; am! it-; aim \~/,i.~ t~ 
,.,_ ::= .. ::,_·,, of ? con,:11:·;:;·-.,, 1,1:1·,; htic;hc'.-, tn the ~:1171 c tray,ctory touch oi{ waves of racial 
:·. ·•::· L, c:i. th: i;·rc:~p;:,,i!Jl;; from w;r,c]r,w to h:ilr:ony, is the, viok,:cc· even rnc,rc '<Tc:·c than 
,, ·· ·•'- r[ t"i\·o tccn~c~_;c:d h~t1n

1

1 h.at.hronn.1 i:,·i ncln',\' llle pro.~ccL~p U1,tL \\'l1ich actually occL::.-rcd. 
,-. ',].') '·'.'·''-·~·.

0
_:_, ... ·_,_ •• __ • __ tio:i_ :,;au[ W?•; thr: c1n1[) 1J~n Tf•1•1 ·' ,1-o n~•,,·' f]"' n--·'n.-,,)-

' --~ - ,i ____ .I:.(· l:c'2t Cu.:') \Jlt.U , tcLL 1 t...'l.lctl :-:, 
' lwff out. R.,v ~:1_\\' him on Din,1 1r:n:harn 

The hy ran to ct,-:_\lcrn11:'.s ,,,-,:, ,,;~,1 0 -- 1-,--·id c-' i, 1·--n1 1·-,-1 L\.... J. ·~ ..- .. , i\J ~ , Jl ,.___\.., l l, -

Dirn1!;1:~ft~irn n::~~/,-~p~1rcr.~J vvhen 1 

ltay C,11~::;:,~dly \\"(l~ i;1 t(]C city l 
t\·: ':'. ::t_ 1:1-~·::·1 b(:-fn!~e 
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Ho\1ever, Hanes w:is not a:anrl Jern-, refused to see or "I keep my files riglit 11pl Hanes now wondcrc; __ i[Jic 
frC,ii!CiiC-i"iguri:' in tlle L"ity-s:t;;1J to }lanes," the attor:.-!y' here:' llancs said, tJOintin{-;6 -~l10:i1d have gotten 'n;ore anr\ 
news media l2st fall. said. jhis forehead. "I never forget Huie less. And brotl1cr Jnhri 

2\Iich{1el Eu[;L'Pe, Ray·s Lon- '·I oflerccl to fly thcmi,m\·'.hing: tin~e.,, names, dates, Rav sold his South St. Louis 
don solicif_or, was in :'\Iernph;~ an:i.·iihrtc tllt.'Y \\.d~liC'd." Hz:ri0~

1ptice.s. clisUnce.~, calibra.tions-

1

,

1

,ta\;crn Ja,t week. 
for the, l't•'·ct•t,· ·c•"·m1 of . . . 

1 
I.,. " •~ .. ,· 

•'.-' ·.• ., ~ .~".' . . . qicl. ··J tned c\·rrythrng rn t 1c::, s <'u up Jt•.,t. . Pere. FClrernan, \\·ho has a 
court. He s:rn[ 111 an 1111c1\1e:·· book_., I Whatever H:rnc;; ha:' a_n_d

1 
... Y ~ ,- .·,- ~,nclisr• 

that R,1\· wrote II:t1w~ :rnr! }.j 1 ;rlO·•r•
0

. 11 .. , ,. ··'! ,.vhcrcvcr he kec-;1~ 11. L1te, 1\1,,uclrnu.c full of ,1,cr h . 
.. • , •• ,. -.i. nm,·.,,.111.1. ,.,ic.,:--•LC. b ·,', . 1· f •"·h lr..;' 

I,0r D;,,tn\· lrl.' t.~;'1CU C,Cli•;1,,cr'1 b . l }' -1111aa-1zine .• Wi'l.1tS lo U\" IL. ·1payrnents ll1 ICU 0, c,,, ' . "·\ 
of the B~ston Strangler, a fewi 

10
. }cam~.·tl'~ll\'J1ntc~c, l_ayt\it·ha::. "Tl~~y- offered me a ·blank not yet said what his fee is _for 

. J " ,gorn to S\,J en a orne:is a c
1 

. 1 . h t· -t ·a •e of his 1•te j days after his arrest. une o. 1. _1 '°' . , t b~f ,., th, ·he- check." Hanes s,nc. th1s, t e 1ggc~. c, s ·· 11 • 

Eugene s;:iicl Bailey turn eel t;~, 1 n~'l,'. e 11 ~ ii: f e sc ,
1

; The unusual situation of an :\'of has he said where Jairc~ 1
1 down 1he c::ise in a tran.,,1l!;rntic ( "'( c, · O\ · 1.a · attornev relicn:-rl of his duties Ea ·l Ray and his broth,:r::i 

telephone c,dl. Hanes called Jucl~e \\'_-, 7res'.,~n_ Batt]: ,,c~f: of c\efe;1'.-e only dc1ys ago, anrl ----_-; -~---
also, to be jriefccl by Eugene. Shelb)- CotulL) c111111_nal court 1 now ne"otiating the sale of that 1Wo1ld get the k.ncl ot money 

I l rr ( ]"St 1·ucscJn,, to I O 
. 1,Forernan can command ior Hanes said he and his son. or_ c erec r an ·s '' ·. . -· ''-' . ctet'en~e to a rnai· or magazine, 

F 11 · ·· 1 · · lsuch a case. Arthur .Jr., 27, took two days off give ,orernan :1 ms 11 es anuiwas· confirmed by Hanes anrl 
,,, 'Jrk to di:r:cuss t1'.1dcr:,1k -,,g re:;ec1rch. Hanes \i·as put und er f Life. Finally, there is the fake 
R.,y's defen~(;-"-;c---------: _ ___ ?1

·~:~ • . ban~. to cnfor,\c" .t'.ic I Ho we v er, ·Gerald ~Ioor?, . chase of the white )Itt:>t;.ing 
"Art ,me! I figured 1t ou:,".JUcl.:,- 5 orctd on the rc,.atch,:,Timc-Life bureau chief m ·.,· ; ~ . ~-, _ 
. . . . · ; ·n'ancl also to pren:nt Hane.-, from 1, . . . . " • _ ·h k" l,,ut 0rnob.1c h,oc1rlcc1~L on :\km-

Hc1;1e:, said. The one-t.1.1,:. 1- er , .•• - 1Ch1cago, said no blank c _ec !phis noiice radio frcc1uencics fl Con '1·ac·t e·np10,:e for th0
· tct kmo about tne case. 1,·--1- oft'crcc! no -pec1f1c fwure ' , · . 

• l · '. 

1

., . ~, '" ,, ~ • .,,,,'''~. , ·· • "' and I<~ mrnutes after the 
Central Intel11rrence Agencv and! I 11 let lcnnc.,sce keep LDcl,, rnent10nec!, anrl no contract yet , ... ,.· . t· 'l'h "'RI ... 

1 
R· , 

7 ° . ~. '·~1nrn" }I ·'d H ·11-·:>. d~saS:-,llld!On. er~ ;,dl(, eel) former FBI a crcnt said "ornv I :.i .•.1 ti, • anes sa1 ,. e sa1c m, 
1
; sianec\ 

1 
t h. · t · , ·, 

· b • • 1 • 1 • f th ; '='' · 11ac e 1s gc away 111 a WlliLC 
two groups could hare clone l rnt,·nt .~ to ignore parts_ o ,::: ii In the meantime Hanes has 11ustaw, and at the tim"' of ·he 
this: the CL\ and black i1 cou rr order and still not , become aware of the large a"'.:.') ~··i·nbati·on 

1
-t \i·•a7 t'i'OL\.c,:t l'n" 

· 1· J' ' d ' ' . b ,,, "'·' , , ::, , 1 1" , e militants firiancecl by Cuba or11coparc :ze ,,3y s e,ense. . ,sums _oflen pa1_cl y mas~ 0 

'

Red Chrna." Hanes fell tlwl! R;tv owes H,mes $12,000 1n circulat10n mctg:mncs and fat phc ny chase \\'2.~ a plot by 
only a clandestine organization: ctcidition to s:~o 000 aln:c1clv p:iicl foroign distribution rights of ac:omplices to lu,·c ;:iolice ([nro 

l·with the backi,ng of some.! him thrnu~h n'10ncy Ray· made I insicl'e information on sensation- another part of town. 
government co:1Ici haw ac:com-! on l!u!e s Look magaz:ne al c::ises. Tlie ~'"' ,. hi- p 

1
-, 

110
, ~ , . 

. 1· ' 1 th k'"• I . ' ' b t' 1 have , ,ll\.11,p .~ 0 ICC ,1)nr,-1 
p T1shnec,t e -iu:n~.tl 1 1 , 1 1a~·l1c:h•ies. But

11
not c

1
ven pthaynf1-~nL Ilay's ro ners f ats

1
o__ 'l'he men! has lcakcct to scvE:ral 

. e women ~o, er on J1ac'i 0£ t at \i.·ou c prnc ucc e ;,r•,.; become aware o 1h. .,. ·ic. .. i; ,, .. tl ·it h· 'c·, 

I 
·1· t t 1·k 1 Tl 1 · 1 b' k . o er J,nor Lts ,1.r,, . .., Jc. .,,o L. c.n-1111 ,tan s a., mo~ i ·c y. 12y for Foreman, L1nes sa1c. resull is some 1c -enng v acr",..d 

11 
.. 

111 1 
.. , 

1
;
0 0 01 

.. , •. - ,·-. ' .. '.· .. 
1, ' $' I or· 1·1 I ' , ·l·. ·h ,.,,. d n(' p .. ,, .. IJ • .o 1L,\ E' tone:: tne c;,,e. "I need that , 1:... ;n 1,,c who gets how mucn 1rom \\ nc. co'· 11 i·cc-··ncJ tliev \i·~r·, ... ~. , .. "• 1, 

·, ·1- '. l ! ,. . l 1" Jl · h" ' . Th · .,,:,\. J ,_ c '~ ,[)()., .,,),!, · " Imvewr, nointn:; \'.'11L:,,r ou, neer! a hole m the i::,ac, ::incs story m w ;c:1 mag,1z;ne. e
1
t·o. t'r 

0 
., , " ·h, ~'°' i , .. •. ,.

1
,. ., 

· ) f ') . t n , · . . , , t t h~ .. , 1 .k )J/10,1, (.,J.,._ ,i,d,·,,, ... a-.,, tor t.ic cti lf:'(·SOtl c:om, [\Ts° s said. .frict10n lS tnou;n O ,L\ LI ' 1 r ! ·t .: • ,., ··'- ' 
(°,°,°,C·toj/,fic;,hecl hrot1i:,~.ntirn Hanes a];o s:1irl Abbama ];,-,,,- co;,trilllltcd to Hc1nc:-;' tro1tbles a,l( ( l( j aS ~ p,.i.,,,,,. 

allov;s aE attorney tri keep his \1·iti1 Rav's brother:-;, ,1ho felt H0\1.·c\·ct', police n,L:-::; oftiei:l 
case files if the client s-.1·itch-::s l!c1n,~_.; sl1ould h,m>. gotten less !conrn1ent.

7 
·~--~-· 

to another atlo:-ney without an:_l .. !hci~., brother _more __ from 1-- ·- -· ·-- ---~ 
paying his biU. He c1ppear2el HLuc·s anwlcs. 
dcl.f:~,r~1i1, 0 c~ , hi.~ files-~:· otil~ _r~ot l 
be JosL, or stolen. -
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__ In JL nn:;·;,zbo adide _ ·which lte 
fap2d ,:;hortly before his -a';:;zt:;:;i~a­
tion, Dr. Martin Luther King said 
that dissent ·was the hope of Ameri­
ca and that "the poor and tlc.spi~sccl 
of the 20Lh century Y:ill rcrnl:;~ioa­
izc thi~ cr.i. In our 'arrog;,ncc, 
h1.dcs,;,1cs,; antl ingratitmlc,' we will 
fi.~ht for hum:m j1isticc, brlJthcr­
hood, Sc',"i.lrc J):::.'<lCC ancl abund:rncc 
for all," Dr. King- s:i.icl in the article 
l'1 b::- "l]llblishccl in t]1c Janq;i.ry 
Playboy magazine. -

• 
(Movnt Clipping in Space Below) 
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i~_cYg-e JV. Preston Battl,9 insist~cl 
that the· l'rial in ?Item phis oTI arifes 
Earl Ray on charges of rnurdel' in 
the death of Dr. l\rartin Luther King 
start on schedule March 3. But in an 
unprecedentccl action he ordered the 
public defender's otfice to assign as 
many per.:;ons as neccss,u·y to work 
v.jth d,8fqnsc attorney Percy Fore~ ni'aif.___ ' .. ____ .. )) 

(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 

.1 

. 1 -/ ~// ;,;!&a-
(_ I (_ l(} ._,,,-{/f.-tr' 

/.J-/</-6 f 
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1:cu11 i Ii cs Not 

To Be ot 'Trial 
11E;\1PHIS, Tenn. (AP)-Nei­

ther th,~ family of James Earl 
Ray nor that of the late Dr. 
;,fartin Luther King .Jr. has ex­
pressed c:ri interest in attending 
Ray's trial. 

"We have received no re­
quests from either the fam1;y of 
or seat;; in the _courtroom," 

the defrndant or the family of 
the deceased for seats in the 
courtroum," said Charles Hol­
T12_rs, \\l;n_,is handling press rela­
tions for the trial. L-------~ 

• • 
(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 
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• 
{Mount Clipping in Space Below) 

By Associated Press balked by lack of a license from 
Two associates of the late Dr. the Tennessee Bar Association ,.,,,/ 

11artin Luther King, Jr., agreed Lo prac-tice law inthe state. He / 
Tuesday that his assassination told a news conference e 
was the result of a conspiracy planned a court appeal. 
rather than an unassisted ad by Later i A tl t h 1, . 
James Earl Ray, who faces ' n . .-\ an a ~- \CV. 

t 
. l f tl k·11· Ralph DaVJ(t A rnathy 7vno na or -1e ·1 mrr 1\--_:_-~-=---c~C::..:::.:.:.::..: ' 

0 • , uccec e, D (ing as SCLC 
They differed, however, over president, said he star,ds behind 

what part Ray may have played Bevel's offer to help defend Ray 
, in the shooting of the SouU:ern but does not necessarily feel 
Christian ·1eadershi / Confer- that Ray was innocent of firing! 
ence head in ?IIemp ·s last April the fatal shot. 
4. "I felt that l\Ir. Bevel was 

In hia the Rev. merely seeking to state what I 
.James 1. Be l SCLC dTrec- have S2 id, that more than one 
tor, xpres~ d doubt that Rav per~on is guilty in the death of 
had either the mental or physi- Martin Luther King," Aber­
cal competence to have carried nathy told an ints;rviewer. 
out the assas:;ination. . "I do not believe he was say-

"We've allowed Kiner to be m~ that Mr. Ray did not pull the 
killed under the guise° er law tngger." ''"----'--.,; 
and order and now we're o-oincr 

~ b b, 

to atlow Ray to be lynched un-, 
der the guise of justice," Bevel 
ass2rted. 

Bevel, who previouslv offered 
tg act as ~ lawyer for Rav in his 
fcii-thc(ff11Tt1g trial, 'nas bc:e11 

• 

u 

C / 
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below} 

?11r. ).,bernat11y and, ?lry. 
TT TT r: TI 

0
-: -·-·1,t::\-cl both w~/~-a-Cfoe 

,--: i r~ i. ·-,; ;::·, "; Lorraine 1Intei m ?,Iem­
L ,j ""-J u iJ t:~\;:~i phis when Dr. K_ing w~s . " '7 r.: !l ;·,.1 

~-:-~j li i 

killed jml outs 1 cl e lns 
room on April -1, 1 CJGS. 

ln an;,,·er to i1ewsrnen's 
question.,, :'.\Ir. A.bernathy 
sa:cl th:;t in his opinion 
more than one person 
participated in "the crime. 
He said he had no 
evidence to support the f3Y J .. \Cf(,,-t~:J..:LS[lN 

;·;n,cs,fl~!f WrHer , , theory, but added that 
J__ black leaders in ?IIemphis 

h2.d relayed. to him infor- , 
mation that, if tru21 could . 
SUD00~-t it; 

/ 

I'" 
- The Rev. . Tells of Enor 

R _ 1 .Abei' ntl'ly~- :...-~·'rr. .Abernathy, vaca­
saici Tuesday he k e,'.,- of · tioning at the time in the 

: no evidence that might Virgin I:slancls, later parti­
.. acquit .James Ea1 Ray of · cipated in a conference 
· the murder of Dr. :\Ial'tin telephone call with I\lr. 
• Luther King. Bevel and othrr officials 

Embarrassed by reports . at SC LC headquarters 
that he and an air;e be'.Ie\ e here, and authorized the 
Rav is innocent, :'.\.Ir. Ahc:r- release of a statement 

· nathv called a pre:'s con-• · endorsing }fr. Be\·el's tele­
, fcre1{ce he~·e to clarify hLs gram. 

posiLfon. But he said Tuesday that 
}fo told nev;smen that a an ''error" cau.-:ed by poor 

stater,1ent is:,c,ed in his corn.:nunic3tion:=; resultc,l 
n a rn e Thurs6ay ,vas pc:r- · in the endor.ccrnent of that 
tiallv crroneo~1-:; and that part 0 ," the tekgrc-,m whi~h 

He said: 
-Tv,·o N" egro policemen 

,,,-ho patrolled c1. beat in the -
. .,-,;·ea ,d1cre Dr. King was 

shot by a snip2r received 
threat eniilg telephone 
calls and were ordered ont 
of the are<-1. by their superi­
ors shortlv before the 2,s-

c-- . -----·.--"" 

sass1nat1on. 
' -Ti';-o Xegro firernen at 
a station in the neighbor­
hood also left their sta-,,_··or . .-1~ p.-,,ec:~ rr ~.-.:c,rts had c·.la1·1~neu--1 Ra~' ,·\·a" not baml-

. - -~ - -- -' ~ tio:-is on orclers of their : misinte:-oretd his po~i- tv. 
t1on 2,rid-that of t::e So,,Ih- - He stressed that he :ctill superiors just before. the 
ern C1ristian Leaclersi-1ip beliews "white racism" killing. 
Conference. was th,~ actual cause of Dr. -Fa 1 s e inforn1ation 

He said he ,,.-2.s sp2~ki -::'. · King'; death, _but he sai\1 about an a 11 e g e cl auto 
for SCLC and em:1::a·:""e.:i he n_ 23 no e,·icle:,cc:--arlCl cha:oe v:as bro2dc2.st from 
thJt the i~ev. Jarn.e.s .1.,e':el belieYes }Ir. Be\·el ha.s the Memphis police sta-

. of Phil2.de!phia c . n ri .::-1 t r:rqe-:hat Ra\· did not .. tion at the time police 
speak for the Oi' 0 ,.iz2ticJfl-:- -fl7e the fatal shot. ... ______ {(ere trying to locate the 
. ;\Ir-. B e v e l, . e a cl of c2.r drh·en by Dr. King's 
SCLC's noni'iolence direct killer. 

• : - _, .. 1-. 
2Ct1Qri_ program, ra,.::,e'cl u,e 
i.ssue of Ray's g'..~ilt , or 

. innocence recent1y oy 
: ,;:eriding Ray a tclef:Jarn 
offering to 1,elp cle:end 
him an cl declarin;, "I 
know that you are 1:ot 
guilty." )Ir. Ben.'l l,?ter 

. told n e \\' s m e n he had 
_· ' 'e,·idence that \rnu'.cl free'' 
. J{ay. .:.- ~ ___ ..., ·--~."l 

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 

I-6 Los Angeles Times 
Los Angeles, Calif. 

Date: 1/29/69 
Edition: Home 
Author: Jack Nelson 
Editor: 

Title: 

Nick B. Williams 
Murkin 

Character: o 
or 

Classification: LA 44-1571~ 
Submitting Office: Los Ang01 es 

D Being Investigated 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-350 (Rev, 7-16-63) 

..,/'.'Hfel ~,...,,D. Lq n.,y'c I),.., 4 ks\,lc, -~ j\~ ~• 

C--01-:,~; i;-;~i::~ n C P to--r::ff(' 
! \ j" \....• l ·'d. "" .... , I 

PHlL:\DELFHL\. (:1' -

The Re\·. J:irnc::; L. I' HJ 
said ucsc ay 1e co s no 
think .James Ectrl ::n- h2d 
either the mental or jlhysi­
cal ability to asso.ssinate 
Dr. Martin Luther King. 

And ::\lr. De.-el also said 
r--: _ __: __ --=~ (',~------·--·-i 

in a ne\'is ctnf erence 110 is 
willing to 1.ake his fight to 
defend Ray to the courts. 

Hay would not be cilJle to 
plot the murder of the 
ci\'il rights leader, or di­
red the faillet more th,rn 
100 yarcls, 11r. Be\-el said 
at a news conference. 

H e w o u l d n o t s av, 
howe\-er, w h e t h e r h'is 
planned defense is to try 
to pron~ Ray physically 
i1J)]Q_,~t'1J ., or moraDy a:1d 
socially ,s,ithout guilf.-·"·---~ 

• 
(Mount Clipping in Space Below} 

., 
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• • 
(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 

--=----------------------1 
~ ~ > 

lOOfnath·y Agrees Ra}'-
&JQtildn't Be\Scapegoat 
f .;?C,tl!\ 

1
, ·~, ·:;_, ,., , 

· ·fi;'J~, '' :,' ' · IX:C$slve to The Tl s from • Steff Writer 
I !J<t\.'!i_..\:' '~. \ 

· i,ti£~TA :~ The , · , Ray, Mr. ijevel said, "I 
' · '

1

' ·, ! ·• · er wotild like to inform you 
; ''e.¢d ,r,r,h u rsd a that that I would be very 
;j-~~s .~arl Ray should happy to take your case 
;not be a "scap~goat" ill th~ without fee. I was present 
a~sassination of Dr. Mar- at the Lorraine Mote 1 
'.tin Luther King. ·.·. when Dr. King was killed. 

Mr. Abernathy endor d · You have been charged 
an earlier stateme by · with murdering him. Of 
one of hfs: top ai s, the course, I know that you 

, are not guilty." 
Rev. James Be e 1, who At a press conference 
sa1 e new.; ay was later. Mr. Bevel was quot­
"not guilty." ed as saying he had 

But an a· e who issued "evidence that would free" 
the Abernathy statement Ray, but Offenburger says 
emphasized that neither Mr. Bevel contends "he 
minister had said that Ray, was misquoted or what he 
who is charged with mur- said was misinterpreted." 
der in the assassination, Mr. Bevel apparently 
did not actually shoot Dr. initiated a conference tele­
King. phone call Thursday to 

What b o th m e n are Mr. Abernathy in the Vir­
try'ing to· do, according to gin Islands, where he is 
Tom Offenburger, public vacationing, and to SCLC 
relations director of the staff members in Atlanta. 
Southern Christian Lead- During the conference 
ership Conference, is to they discussed the Bevel 
emphasize that the ques- telegram and agreed that 
tion of guilt goes far the SCLC should conduct 
beyond the matter of who a vigorous campaign to see 
pulled the trigger. that American racism is 

Mr. Bevel has offered to properly blamed for the 
help defend Ray, who is assassination. To further 
scheduled to be tried in that objective Mr. Aber­
Memphis March 3. nathy, who succeeded Dr. 
Whatever the value of the King as p r e s i d e n t of 
offer, Ray's attorney. Per- SCLC, authorized . Offen­
cy Foreman, already has burger to issue a. state­
_cog±pg1aiJ!{r. Bevel. . ment supporting Mr. Be-
' ln a recent tele,~m to vel's views. • "' l~L. 
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Associated Press Writer 

PHILADELPHIA (AP) - A 
ranking figure in the Southern 
Christian Leadership Confer-. 
ence (SCLC) refused Sunday to 
e1aborate on evidence he claims 
could free Dr. :\Iartin Luther 
King's accused assassin. 

• -• 
.! ..... 

man sitting here that shoulc1i1't'. 
be here.' " 

Ray is scheduled to go on trial 
' March 3 in l\Iemphis on - a· 

charge of mm·d :r. 
''If he (Ray) decides not ~to 

take my services, that's his 
choice," Bevel said. "I wottld 
continue to be very good ar,d 

"l have evidence that warm to him. I wouldn't· be 
free hin1," the , Bev- aaainst hin1. '' · •f 

el said at a news confe nee. "I 
0

Bevel is not a member' oi't~r,· 
woi'i't discuss the s cific evi- .. •·" bar, but a lawyer "by circum: 
dence now because. it wouldn't ._ / ' stances." The native of Itta 
be ben~ficial to . James Earl · , __ ,_[ _ _>· Bena, 'Mis:s., said he was qu;ili-
Ray. But, he's not guilty." · ' fied to defend Ray beca·use_of 

The directrn· of SCLC's non-vi- 'the legal experience g~in2cl 
olent education and direct ac- ,-,- while representing himself cltir~ 
tion program, sent a telegram ing several civil rights' case., ,in 
Saturday to Ray in :Memphis, :Mississippi. ; · · 
Tenn., which read: """"·'"'"·"'··'''' Public Defender Hugh S/cintur, 

-Associate<$ Press Wirephoftl in :-.remphis has refused to react 
"I would like to inform you REV. JAi\IES BEYEL to the telegram as h2s Ray's at-

that I would be very happy to · torney, Percy Fo:·eman of Hoth· 
take your case wi~hout fee. Offers to def end Ray ton. . .. , 
r was present on April 4 at the Kina was cut d0wn by a s1-1i-
Lorraine Motel when Dr. Krngl:'-Jegro groups, said he did net per's 

O 
bullet while leading "· 

died-y?u h~~e bee~ acc~~~d of volunteer his inf0rmatio~ soone_r strike by :VIemph;s garbage co~­
murdenng ntm. Or COl,rse, I because of the shock 1mmed1-1ectors last sprir,g. · . 
know you are not guilty." ately following :King's slay;ng. His accuseu assassin was sub-

The 32-year-old civil rights ad- "I hadn't prepared to be re- sequently an-estcd in Lond:m 
vocate and former liaison offi- sponsive to him," Bevel so.id.jfo]owing a~ intensive ~~unt, 
ce1;-15eIT'1Feh SCLC and militant "But then I thought, 'Her 2's a ,and extradited to ':Uempms. 
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Saying I-le Has Evidenc~ to Free Accused 
Assi;Jssin, Rev. James Devel Offers Help 

PHILADELPHIA l~l)-A 
ranking f i g u r e in t h e 
Southern Christian Lead­
e rs h i p Conference said 
Sunday he had evidence 
he claimed could free Dr. 
1\fartin Luther King's ac­
cused assassin, 9,ut he 
refused to elabo1:,n,e. 

ev· ence that 
· ," the Hev. 

James Be 1 said at" a 
news co erence. "I won't 
discuss t h e s p e c i f i c 
evidence now because it 
wouldn't be beneficial to 
James Earl Hay. But he!s 
not guilty." 

The director of SCLC's 
nonviolent education and 
direct action program, J\fr. 
Bevel sent a telegram 
Saturday to Ray in l\Iem­
phis, which read: 

"I \vould like to inform 
you that I ,vould be very 
happy to take your case 
without fee. I was present 
on April 4 at the Lorraine 
Motel when Dr. King died 
-you have been accused 
of murdering him. Of 
course, I know you are not 
guilty." 

The 32 - year - old civil 
r1gl~ts arlvocate and for-

mer liaison officer be­
tween SCLC and militant 
Negro groups, said he did 
not volunteer his informa­
tion sooner because of the 
shock immediately after 
Dr. King's slaying. 

"I hadn't prepared to be 
responsive to him, II J\Ir. Be­
vel said. "But then I 
thougbt, 'Here's a man sit­
ting here that shouldn't be 
here.'" 

Ray is scheduled to go 
on trial I\Iarch 3 in l\Iem­
phis on a charge of mm­
cler. 

"If he (Ray) decides not 
to take my services, that's 
his choice," 1Ir. Bevel said. 
"I would continue to be 
very good and warm to 
him. I wouldn't be against ' 
him." 

Not Member of Bar 
1Ir. Bevel is not a mem­

ber of the bar, but a lawver 
"by circumstances." "He 
mid he was qualified to de­
fend Ray because of the 
legal experience he gained 
while representing him­
self in several civil rights 
cases in Mississippi. 

Public Defender Hugh 
Stanton in l\Iemphis has 
refuse4 to react to-Lne 

telegram as hns7l2}Jg 
attorney, Percy Foreman 
of Houston. 

D1·. King was killed by cl 

sniper's bullet while in 
Memphis last spring to ctir.i ; 
a strike by garbage collec- ': 
tors. 

His accused assassin was: '. 
subsequently arrested in ; 
London after an intensive ; 
manhunt and extradited • 
to :Memphis. 

Asked why he waited so 
long to announce that he . 
had evidence, 1'.lr. Benl 
said it was not until now 
th a t he f e 1 t he "had · 
enough e v i cl en c e ... ·· 
enough to come to the : 
conclusion" about Ray's 
innocence. 

He said that when Dr._· 
King was shot last April, · 
he \\·as standing_ "on. th,e 
ground" outside tfiemotel. 

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 
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r.·-" i!-----,--,---1'.i---.. - L' 1· ·\r l 'I · 
, ~ 

1
, r. 11 ,j /i L•ill' :er . ,rnr ay, n r;;, 

!,:' . .. , . [1··_:: ·,~~--~ .. ·,_.' •. _:;_·.·.·., f \ I\ r, ,·. ' ,..,"' • '·' ,.,.-• ... , "Q ~ l' tt , .. J) I" 1 _ , •• _.· .! ",'\'." ;,z' ! ~~ ri \'. li (1 .ere a J'dl::.;, . L ·dng S 
li " , ... ·' '<:.;-., \,,-1 CJ '"· "" widow, tolcl a :H·u.s C.)t1fer-

ence that a '.\L1rtin Lnther 
E.ing Jr. :t\fcmorial Center. 

I will rK\ dcvdopcd in Atlan-
1 ta around t\vo l 0ca ti ons _ ... 

A I 'f I I -•1 j 1 f' J • i f AOGrn;ruiy AS,(S I ii~:t ail. .J, Civi. Rights tee AuJurn .-\vc. area o 

L 1 , the Ebcncc;,:cr Church and 
c;wer 5 Birthday, £'.o Dec!,ir;;:J a Holi<lay the holt:"C whfre he \\'aS 

born two blocks away, and 
the area of .Atlanta Uni­
V8rsitv, v;hcrc h-: was 
graclui1tcd f :·om 11 ore­
housc Coilc•.;e. ATLA;\'TA--An irn1):.1s~~-Tl~e tv;n ];Jack mcrnlict's 

sionccl ple:1 tho.t the Jifo of ot' the' :1 !-rnzlll scn:itc-.J­
the killer · of Dr. ?.Iarlin Lero.,· .John:,.on ;:\nrl J l or-

aC'c \Vc1r.-J--p;1rlicip;1 trrl in 
Luther King be sp:l.l'cd the ]Jricf pi·ogl':irn. E:\c-C·pt 
and tlnt Dr. King's birlh- for on f' scr:;1·r:,rat:011i.:J 

1 

clay--.lan. 1.J-lJe clcclarecl m:inhri· (J:ny Kohl(') who 
a national holiday were Wc!l1:crl out, the senate 

J listr-nd attcnth·-:h-. 
111ac c here \Yi::dncsclay at \Varel quoted fro:·n ))r. 
ce'·emonie.s cornmcmo1al- King's famou,:; "f Jfa,;c " 
ing the c-ivil ri;;lns lcacl::'•·'s Dream" spcEch 8.t the: l\'1G3 
•10th birthday. march on \Voshlnzton 2nd 

1lrs. Kini estimated the· 
'total cost at b2tween S~S 
1,0 $-10 million ancl said thg 

m0112y won1d l1e~aiscl 
throu;h f oun,Ltion:'\ ancV 
pl'ivaL: 8.ml corporJte do­
nation;-;. 

The n'In:1in,; of Dr. Kin6 
now in Soutln iE\\. Cemete-
1-:,·. ,\·ill he permanently 
inlcrrcd ill a rncn,orh1l 
])'t·k tl'.tt \\·ill l)L' 1ui-t of 
the .\uhurn )ve. dc\dop-
rncnt. :--:llc· .~airl. · 

r-
1 

Dr. Eing':,; widow anc, Johnson introduced to the 
parents _nocLkd c1:;-recmE:nt ·

1
1 sr::wtor.s Ttev. King Sr.; 

as the .t-:c';. Hcdpl1 Da\'icl 
I 

Hosa Pc1rks of Detr0it. 
AbL'rn,i 1hy, Dr. E.in;'s st:r:- I who spar\ecl the rn:?5 
cessor c1s prcc::cknt of 1.l1c : :r.·ontgonk!'/ bus boycott 
Southern Chl'i:;tian Lwl- th::it propdlul Dr. Eing to 
ership Cnnfercncc, mger[ ci\"il rL.;ht.c; leadership; th0 
''the forc('cS of gcod,':ill :Rev. \Va 1 t er F'auntroy, 
throughou~ th, fond t,J ' y::'e mayor of \Vashington 
exert their total inOue;1ce a,1d bead of SCLC's office 
in seeing to it that the life • tl-:rre. and several Afric?n 
of James Ecirl Rct\', or ' offo·i:1ls. 
wl 0 •J2,·er is rJ•·,w~'n t,; hai"e · ... i\ids c;roundhrc; .. il\.in~ 
puTlerl lli 1..o tric;;;cr that 

.-\l:110,t 1.000 pct·,;otH 
cr~mnnc,l int(, the EbcliCC'·· 
zc'r C'ln,n:h ,rnd ~,nolhci' 
2,000 stood ouC:"de c;r ·sci-,~ 
'fo~iff-a'imcx and list"e11ed 
to :\Ionclay's prcgram o\-er 
loudspeake,·s. Dr. Ki n g 
was co - pastor of the 
church at th time of his 
de: 1.ti1. 

frlled out· sainted an.cl 
bclond Je;,:,_der, is spared.'' 

Ray, ,10, accused of &s­
~~1.ssinatin~ Dr. Kir:~· in 
}\r,,m,.,l,1·" '1°,ct ,1 p,·1·1 ~4 ,. ·' ,.__, tJ · ~-· Cl.J.., •• :\. .1 , i-.., 

schcdule,-l to go on trial for 
rnurdc'." here on ?.larch 3. 

U1rnsud I',Icmorial 

The visitor.c; wc 1·e '·'- cl­
corned hy Lt. Go,·. Grc,r;;C' 

: T. SmiLi1. wl~o latC';· p,,;-Li­
cip,, tcd in ;;rotrnci-brc.1 k­
in!-'.· crrcrnot, ic -; fn:· fr1e -~2 .. -:i 
m ill ion :',Lmin Lmhcr 

Actor· Harry Be1a(onte, a 
lon;;imc fr i c- n d of the 
King.; and a board nwrn­
bce of SCt,C, sat in the 
front row be.,ide the \Vi­

clow and her four childre:1. }~in~ .ir. \"'illagc:, a n1\.1d2l 1fo tlppbu-:lecl Mr. Aber­community and hoLL;in~~ 
development ::po 1,sorecl ]jy n?.ll!y's. call for .sparino- the 

life oc Dr. KinQ's kille~·. 
Priot to the s,,rics at SCLC :rnd thr Fhcn1_~czcct' ~ 

Eben c e 1, er J~ apt is t Baptist Cl;,,:·,.:1 It \\·ill be Dir. Ah(:rnc,thy said it 
Church, ,-.-here ;,Ir . ..-\b(?-,>_i'_(1.[J3tru(·ted ur'dcr t:,e :'.\a- : would be "needless to kill 
n2.th\- sriokc-. ,in unusual tional Hnu.,ln6 Ace---~; one rn,1 n for the sin.0 of 
rnen1ori,il p:·,:,-:L1.c1 to Dr. · · h ' millioEs. For us to kill ail 
I .. · l' iL£ q· of tho,e ,,..-110 a.-e t·t'\_'.],· \_tng_unto (li'l! in the _ccor-. • ' 

S C: t b 
,guilt-, of tal:in::: De. l,"tr,,y:_, 

gn rntc ,,~n:1tr: when' the ~ - ·, ., 
Hev. ).[at tin Luther Kino· (\ /_,. · life-. we wocild 'i}c g::;\tv._of 

S1.· .. c,.u_1"-_1 ,c-,.-rr~1.l civil ri~ht~ ~-, \) ./ \ [) !na,a;:; nJ!.IJ'(
1
,'r. V'l'lh:ft'Jt-

1 - l \ 111.:2.· ai1 ,:,r,Jcitv n,.·i )·,·.·.•::., 
~~'.}f~_t::~·~_. I'CCCl \'Cl ,fl _ _:-<:)l:.!_1~ -· - ' 
l'f,. r•iiuoi,. . thc1~1 tlnt_ of ,\d.olf H:U•::-r," 

·----~.i)~ec \~t. 1 n .. :~ t !: ~ !, i l l 2- r 
11 \vou Id n 1)t- ri .:-.-1 f··\;_ i t.ll -~,·{~ r 

. ~--·-----------·------·- -
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}iwjo?-·ui'oblem, only with '. added~ "we're just. s·ayin\ 
the symptom of our prof~=----ic-s·b1ack pcop1c in Amcri-
lem,_" ?llr. Abernathy s,1id, ca just ain't gonna work 
aclch~1g tl:at the ~c~l prob: on that day anymore."' 
lem 1s thc1t the ndtI?n hd,, The reElark prompted a 11

concentratccl on v10lc1:ce stanclino- ovation. Except 
and ,~·c arc saturated with for its 1inc Negro member, 
hate. who stood and applauded, 

i\lr. Abcrnatlw noted rncmb0 rs of the Georgia 
that no' cla\' is :::ct :c1.~idc in· Tech Glee Clnb, who parti-

. the United· States lo honor cipatccl in Ow program, 
::t black man and he sc1i,l . rem:iincrl seated. • 
that Congrc:~", by making Theodore Hibbler, .in 

~+- · ··· --- elderly sanittttion worker 
Jan. 15 a legal holiday, from 1''ll'mphis, recalled 
c6ulcl help blacks by "eri:'. that Dr. Eing wc1.s in th:i.t 
riching our heritage in citv 111 give sanit:ition 
America and strengthen- work c r ~ kGcler,:;hip in 
inO" our faith in the demo- th c i r cl rive for Letter 0 

" working conclitio,tis ,,.J:1en era tic sv:;tem. , ..., __ .. _ . _ _ .. ·'"-. ___ . =-
U.S. lkp. John Conyer.:; ·. h-e w,;.; assai.sinatcd. 

Jr. (D-;\Iich.), a ~cgro, "We'll never forget his 
saill that last year he lnrl. leadership," Hibbler said, 
53 sponsors for a bill : "He gave his life for ,vh2-t 
declarin[; the cloy a lw;i- ~0111~ people would c~ll tr.:_ 
day and that he i:; c1_:",1in 
sponsoring the lcgishtion 
ancl has found increvs,~cl 
support for it. 

"Sacred Holiday" 
Cleveland Robinson of 

N C\V York, prc~idcnt of 
the 1\"crrro American Lci-

)east of l\Iemphis, which i:i: 
the sanitation workers." ·, -

0 . . l ''It bor Co u n c J 1, s:\li , .. 
· should be a :,c\crcd holiday 

in the ,,pnc;e and for th,~ 
purpoc:c that we are here 
toclav." · 

"\\'e clon't want zinyone 
to beli~ve we ho_pc~_,(o.n.-; 

:'" gres:~-, . .,i\l do thic::," he 
--•-- -•-----------------· .,_,. ___ _ 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63) 
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·"·~i"y~~,\-:::-B--:-:-io-g r-a-----;ph.--e-r Seiiea 
on Conte--t Warrant 

MEMPHIS tm ·7'11.wiwi"-' 
Bradford Huie . ographer 

: o ames Ray, was 
· arres a con e pt. of 
court warrant Friday after 
testifying b'efore the Shel­

' by County Grand Jury. 
Ray is charged with mur­
·dering Dr. Martin Luther ,--~----~ 
King last April. c::..:. 

Huie, who claims know-

to $35,000 for the material 
he used in writing them. 

BattleJalso turned down. 
a defense motion that 
Huie be allowed to meet 
privately with Ray in his 
jail cell. 

'. ledge of a conspiracy in 
the King slaying, had been 
directed to appear before 
the grand jury and tell all 
he knows about the case. 
He was with the grand 
jury two hours and 40 
minutes. 

The judge said he was 
convinced the Look ar­
ticles have "caused tre­
mendous damage" to the 
Ray trial and would ren­
der it difficu1t ~..J--i--;;;,, a 
jury "within a reasonable 
~time." e' •··-; 

· "In light of what has 
happened · in the past, I 
don't trust Mr. Huie not to 
violate those orders again 
in the future when he 
feels like it," Battle said. 

The warrant was issued 
by Judge W. P r e st ,on 
Battle, who will try Ray 
when he goes to trial 
March 3. The contempt 
citation, issued in connec­
tion with magazine ar­
ticles Huie wrote, was 
based on Huie's alleged 
violation of a strict no 
pretrial publicity order is­
sued by Judge Battle. 

Huie was released after 
posting $1,000 bond. 

Huie's articles on Ray, in 
which he said Dr. King's 

· death was the outgrowth 
of a conspiracy, appeared 
.w, T 1~k .magazine. He 

1 
ifurporfedly paid.,.....ti:_¥_~ 

Battle also denied a 
motion that Ray be photo­
graphed in his cell for a 
magazine. · 

Percy Foreman, Ray's 
lawyer, had said money 
gained from the sale of 
such photos would go to­
ward paying for Ray's 
defense. But Battle said 
making pictures available 
on an exclusive b a s i s 

Teo11]~ J,e ':des_ecrating the 
emp e_~ustice.~-===._ 

Beforegoing bPfJ]Te ~ 
1JUrY, tfuie told newsmen 
he could name others he 
said were involved in Dr • 
King's slaying, but pro­
bably wouldn't do so be-
fore the grand jury.o " 

"I can't name people 
who I think may be in-

volve·d until they are ar-
1tited. i-'-could be sued for 
libel," said the author. 

"I am not in the law 
enforcement bu s i n e s s 11 

Huie said. "The only info; •. 
mation I have is informa­·1r~ ~ii .me by James 

iifl ay. All of it has 
-•, - , . 4"-:iji l - =...,=-~-

c;; • ,. .-···-- ..., ___ _ 

been made availEie cJiihe 
FBI and · the state , . ~f 
Tennessee. 0 

Judge Battle has cited 
s£:veral. ~thers ~-,wglat• 
ing his no-publicity edict., 

• 
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l\IE~IPHIS m ,.-- \Villiam 
Bradford Huie, biographer 
of James Earl Ray, was 
arrested )'11 a contempt of 
court \\,Jrrant Friday after 
testifying before the Shel­
by County Grand Jury. 
Ray is charged with mur­
dering Dr. Martin Luther 
King last April. 

Huie, \Vho claims know­
ledge of a conspiracy in 
the King slaying, had been 
directed to appear before . 
the grand jury and tell all 
he kno,vs about the case. 
He was with the grand 
jury two hoars and 40 
minutes. 

The warrant was issued 
by Judge W. Preston 
Battle, who 'Will try R2y 
·when he goes to trial 
)farch 3. The contempt 
citation, issued in connec­
tion \vith magazine ar­
ticles Huie wrote, \vas 
based on Huie\; alleged 
violdtion of a strict no 
pretrial publicity order is­
sued by Jurl:;e E2ttle. 

Huie ,,_.d relca:oecl after 
posting Sl,C00 boncl. -

Huie's articles ore Ray, in 
which he saicl Dr. King's 
dea~h was the outgrowth 
of a conspiracy, appeared 
in Lon:.;: maxazine. He 

~--··--·-""' -
pu~E_ortedly paid Ray•· LIP 

(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 

volved until they are ar­
~ F) ~ t .• "" ,:r-i:csled. I cou 1d be .siicd for_., 
t:~ G :L~ ,,;,:;,SJ libel,'' said the author. 

"I am not in the law 
enforcement business," 
Huie said. "Th~ only infor­
mation I have is inf c_rma­
tion given me by James 

to. $35,000 fol' the material Earl Rw. All of it has 
he used in writing them. -be-enn1acie avaiiableloTf-ie-

Batt1e also turned down FBI and the state of 
a defense motion that 
Huie be a11owed to meet Tennessee." 
privately \vith Ray in his Judge Battle has cited 
jail cell. several ,pthcrs for violat-

'l'he judge said he was ing1iT~:!1?-"l)ublicityed1cf 
convinced the Look ar-
ticles ha\'C "caused tre-
mendous damage" to the 
Ray trial and would :·2n-
dc1· it difficult to obtain a 
j11iy -11 ,\;1thin a reJ:::'.::,ffal(::: 
length of time." 

''In light of vrhat l1as 
lia;,pened in the past, I 
don't trust irr. Huie not to 
violate thosc orders again 
in the future when he 
fee Is like it," Battle said. 

Battle also denied a 
motion that Ray be photo­
graphed in his cell for a 
magazine. 

Percy :B,oreman, Ray's 
la\':yel', had said monev 
gained from the sale of 
such photos would go to­
ward paying for Ray's 
defense. But Battle said 
making pictures available 
on an exclusive b a s is 
\voulcl be "desecratirw the 

... ~---~--., - .. ., 0 

temple 0£ justice." 
Before going before the 

jury, Huie told ne'.vsmen 
he could name others he 
said -were involved in Dr. 
:Kbg's slaying, but pro­
bably wouldn't do so be­
fore the grand jury. 

"I can't name peonle 
who I think maf-be in:"' 

• 

I Ir•· It'·() . 
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t i." f; C 

,: \; 
-~ ;_'. ,j ·•~'- .'r. __ . 

J,ff;:\IPHJ~(----The tri;,1 11: J;::1ic;; 

Earl Hay. 1hc rlCC:11.'-C:l ci:~.:0:;:~·,in u[ l11', 
i\iartin Luther l~inr, 111;:iy lx, Jj .. 
nishcd within iwc, cL,ys next v:c-r1,. 

A source clc,ic tc1 [),c pnicccc1in;> 
s;:iid Hay \1·0u1cl p1c•2Jl 3L1 ilty ?llon­
day, his attorney \\'oulc1 seek a rn. 
year ;::cntcnc2 for H;:;y 1o c:-;c:,q:i2 111c 
risk of a clco.th pcm Hy and a jmy 
WOlllcl be in-,p,,nclcc1 for ;-,n ahbrcd­
atccl t J· i al to hc;ir sorne st a 1 c 
cdtlcncc ancl officic1lly set the 
sentence. 

The wnrcc f::ticl the ,,.i,1tc a1lc,rncv 
gc11crc:l's ofricc hcr2 "ha,:; alrcac1)r 
a g,'d.'cl to 111 e guilt~- pl ea and 2. D9-
yc:cn s•:,n(cncc. There ~1 rc ,{ lot of 
siipuLiion~. ,incl Hziy m;iy not 11c: 
ci.ble to back rnli cHn if he \\·antcc1 lo 
by 1Ionclay," he adcicd. 

Some obs-:::n·crs here lxJicn·cl tkit 
thc;·e co,ild be a ch:,n~·c b2L,Hcn 
110·,,, and i\ioncby, particularly if the 
st;::tc hccoincs alar,11ul at public 
criticism. 

But the 1:clwclule c,; C",Cil\:~ for n,::xl. 
w,·ck was rcLtcd by a 0 ource v;J;o 
has been clc~c 1o b,-,;h H:n' ar:rl l1is 
2ttorf:ey, r_Ce.'1~as 13\\·ysr r'c\·cy ~F'ort~~ 
)JlcFL 

f-'oi·cn;cill ai'ked Juc1.;c \\'. Pn:::ton 

}1:-:iilL? F1rJ1-l.-:1\ J(1~·? J\~i-;1.<1• c:L ~':~/) 
a.rn. :,1c;mL,;· 2,11ci ,,J·,, ;-: :J j]pl. 
Hav l 1(i 1wc',:::1 11. \::j,:,;: f(,-,,,, a,c,I, 
thC'rt? \\r?S l1C1 o~'.·,~ (:1~[}c) ·1j :;}!:·nrn,·i-0 

1ion_ cnncc,1·nJn,:~ li1r· r~.:.;~·. l_;''r1rci11;_,;·1,. 

!·:crt~ the p;:1~-t. (\\·c~ fl;:y: ... , r~·.,tu_1·r,Jid 1,; 
J-1ou::-:1.nn ]?ricL;_\:- (i ;u---rnocll z;fj er . ,. ' , . -
rcr!11 n n 1 n ~- 11 1:,\· ::- rnc;·1 : 1 L: L }": ,:: v:(1 s 11 u l. 
2lln\1·ccl 16 comrne:tf on UL c:1~e. 

'1'}- . 1 l I l ' · . 1c source ~~nc1 cl-, ucc pr,ync)L 
eyjclc'.ncc sut1 01ull1i.n~, l he Cl:~·:~(:.:_._:~111::.1~ 

tini1, i1:clu~1in~:? hn::;:~ 1:-1uckup c,f ( he 
2s~~1.s,s1nc1L1on ~:. 1-.)cn.c nl<;.dc lYi lhc 
FBI, may be: pic:::c.ntc,1 a't the. 
j1C',irinz ~\1:oncby. I-le :0 ;:ic1 oLlKr 
e\·iclcnc,~ on lianrl 1vrmld bs tk, 
bullet lh:,t killcc: Dr. Kin;; hcrf; la::1. 
.. .\pr.ll cJ Ctnrl 0. pc1}1· of lJincc11Jt.:rs a.nd 
8 iiflc tr2cccl to r!,iy hy ihc l ~\I. 

Jf 11.;:y cloc,:; pk,irl ;·,iilty 2•1d if lie 
c10C\-3 rct ?. fi~J.yc;ir fC1'1!:~·:·1cc, he 
v:oulcl be clirjh1··: for f-,'l-C,) ,:ricr Jw 
cervcs ll:-1lf ihs kn,-i. The, ,ic1te nf 
J\llsscuri, hoy,·cc;L•r, }1,JC: ]:.~nee! a. \•·;1r, 

rant. o[ c1rrut chc1r;:;in;-( ]1irn wit11 
escaping for the. sL1ts peniter1tj2ry 
there. 

Hay J\;1:; hcc-11 lic]c/ in 1J;(' :~iiclhv 
Ccnrnty .J;:,il hue 1c,r the }'" •i eic:J> 
rnon1 )1,, unck1· ,.;urcr-,cc~1{f;_7·-f, L-· 
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• 

under supci'•?ccurity prc-­
c-ai:iCiOns. Jlr. WctS c2ptmcd 
jn the Lonclo;i },.il'port last 
June S and returned 1o 
1vicrnphis wl1crc a gr,1nd 
jury charged him in an 
inc:i_ctment with first-de-. 
grce nrnrclcl'. 

One hitch in ihc vc1riol1 ~; 

rcporl.s concc:rning H~ly's 
}1c,1rini: 1lonc1::v is tk1t lie 
is not~~l for cl;;mging bi.~ 
mind ancl bi-, procli,·ity t,1 
pr;:tcticc law \\'iih bis ,1t­
torncv. There was 1he 
po.csil)iiity l1e might h:; i 11 

disagn,cmcnt wil11 For(,­
man ancl fire l1im lllc,f;cJ;,-,, 
instcc:d of follo\ving th.r:; 
attorncv's course . of ;,1c--
tl·o11. -.-<\' }1-:, C' ~ 1·1·•,":dv fiw,;J • XI. n.., o. ..._. o., _ . \,. c " .; - _,_ I. t.. t.. 

one of his a1.tornsy;-;. 
''It wa:c: Pei'cy's dcc:hion 

(to enter a guilty plcct)," 
the courc:e sclicl. 

Under Tc1mcsscc law· in 
capil<"l c2s2s, a jury must 
be irnp~!ltekcl after the 
guilty plc;;_ is entered. The 
jurors ·will then l1car frorn 
three or four sL1tc v:itne;~­
~;1~~. H1c, :c-nurcc .~::iirl. Th,:·n 
tffi'-;_y-\\'ill di:1i1,,,-r~ttE: and 

• 

return to offic:ia.lly sd i.he 
sentence. t· ·----" · _., 

Ec1rlier, wJ-icn they arc 
/':(' lcctccl CclCll ·will be as keel 
if he agrees to go along 
with the court's recom­
mendation of tbe 8:1-yc;ir 
SClllCiiC'C ancl ilJC ac:c:ep-
1c:ncc of ihc ,;uilty plea. Jf 
cl_ jurnr docs 11ot, l1e can be 
clisrnisscc1. And if the jui'y 
cl c 1 i l.i c r a t c s a ncl then 
come,s cut v, it!1 ;,1_ sentence 
rn· finrlin:;· oi l~c'l' !han 1hc1t 
clic-Ju::::;cd clurin6· ihc irial, 
the juclgc coulcl dismic:s 
1.}1c j\11): and go ihr~mgh 
inc wnoJc proce:::s ag;un. 

Some obscn·c1·f; her c 
?:ticl Ji'orc:man, in pLrnning 
1ci enter a guilly plcc1 for 
Hay, ,vas taking- into 
consic1crci_tion the rn;1.ss of 
physiccd evidence 2c::·:01115t 
tk: accused 2SE'rl.Ssin. 
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(C) 176f tl0w Yori< Tim~~ Nev,, Srrviccl 

JIJK\ll'l!IS, }J,irch H--.\ spe-, 
ci3 I court hC'aring for .J c1 mes 
Earl H,1y. a<TUSC'Cl of ass,1ssinnt­
ing Uw l:C\'. Dr. Marlin Luther 
l(ing Jr., remained scheduled 
for torno1-ro\r after a series of 
unusual meetings in the }tlem­
p}li~_c()_m:(lwuse tonig._t1t

0 
_ ,._ ,., 

T'fn·u1t .Judge•\\'. PTvsto11 Bat-, 
lil' c,1111e to the courthothl! early 
:onic;ht after Rav h,td met for 
more than an. hour ,1·ith his 
:1ttonwy. I\:·rcy Foreman, arnicl 
reports that Ray hacl hall sec­
ond tlwugl1ts about pleading 
guilty to King·s rnunlcr. 

The juclge stayed abont 30 

1ii'iiiTit'i:•'::; a11cl \\'lll!ld 1ii:iCc~u111r1icn1 
1rhcn he left. In the courll1ous1· 
,it the same time were Forema:, 
and a proSL'cutor, ·P.}I. Canale. 

Tomorrow's court hcariw_j 
was sclicclulecl at Foreman's n 
que~t. \rho had asked that Ra· 
be present. Sources said th:~, 
Ray had agreed to plead guilty 
and to accept a 99-year sentence 
for tile slaying of the civil-right, 
leader. " 

Last nighl there was an ind\ 
cation that Hay had ch2nged hi, 
mind and 1,·as contemplatiw 
firing Foreman as his att0rnc: .. 
As this report gained strengt 
today, Foreman flew to ~fe1: 
phis from Houston. his homr · 
and rn~t with R;_1y in hi'> j? : 

(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 
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• 
(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 

. . ~;~r~ o,f: Ray ·&:-~ 1~e.;was pl~adin~, ~ilty ~r 
. · ~'.d .• . •~'. · . fmng the shot, l3ii he .wai!j . 
;,.~9f1. ·<~}£o·n.splracy 'irisistirig:·tfutt·there ·wM'a 
9~l;Ji,i',!JW/YO!t.K (A>l:--Wi~li- .gr'eat.~¢al else and .that-)le 

r,=i~£.~d~~rd Ja~U::·; ~~tl · ~ad .ass
1

tsta;hce:i t~'1ie!sa1~., 
· ~a;y" said Tuesday he. now \Although he h~s now 
.. ~~qots;that the death o{ qmcluded. t}Jat Ray_hjtn­
"\~t-;1:·.M11.rti.n,· Luther ·King·.,..s~lf made. tbe" d~~siorf~to 
• i~ result of a .con- kill Dr. Kmg, Hme added, 

-~ir cy., " ,, .. r-.-·-- -. "But I do not know this 
· ., ffui¢1. who interviewed and Ray iµsists otherw~se. 
+' •': , ..... • . . . • · . ..· :Ray has a strange mind ~~Ilr:,~£ter ~~.captu~e ~nd and a sharp one. . 
·~rq:£e a .series of magazine "He takes great satisfac­
ar.ticles hinting at a con- tion out of the fact that we 
spifucy) ::.said .in .~ televi.: still have doubts. 'That we 
sfo~ :i"uterview . that h s t i 1 ; have · unanswered 
- . e quest10ns. He wan,ts con-

c~>:r~cluded ~arly this Y~-4~ing drama in his HJ~ 
t~~t Ray ~ade the dec1~ Huie said. r--~ 
s10n. .to kill Pr. King 
himself. · 
· Ray pleaded guilty to 
the murder of Dr. King in 
a Memphis, Tenn., · court­
room Monday hut declared 
he did not accept the con­
clusion that there was no 
conspiracy. 

"What Ray meant in tV 
c.2,urt!;,Qom yestercJi!:ll- ".._," 
A-e nTl:fcr' to point out l 1 
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 
---

Biographer of Ray , __ J~~--""was pleading J;lliltr__o/ o-·-·-·--- '; C . fmng the shot. Hut he 'W8.S 
oubts onsptracy insisting that there ,vas a 
NEJW YOHK L1'!-\Villi- great c1eal C'lse and that he 

am BraJfonl Huie, bio- 1 h . . . ··11 • • • 

ai·ar 1 , . f J· 11 , l•'" .1 :.id assistance, Jh11e ~aid. 
b < ) 1\.:1 0 d les ~ul 
Ray, said Tuesday he now 1Although he J1as 110\V 

doubts that the death of concluded th:tt Hay him­
Dr. 1\fartin Luther Kin[', ;;elf mack the decision to 
was the result of a c01~: kill Dr. Kin:;, Huie added, 
c----,......- ---~ I 

spiracy. c ·---~ , "But I do not know this 
-------- --~------- - ~-tncl Ila\,: insi.sts otbcr\visc. 

Huie, who intcrdc,,:ecl · 
Hay has a strangc mind 

Tiay after his capture arill and a sharp one. 
·wrote a series of magazine "He takes great ~atisfac­
article.::; hinting at a con- tion out of the fact that \\ e 
spiracy, said in a tclc\·i- still hove doubts. That we 
sion interview that he still ha,;·c unonswcrcd 

. questions. He wants con-
concluclcd carlv this _H\11' tiiutiw' clrama in his life" 
that Rav 111,'lCle· tl1n <le:;·--1 --- . b ' ~ · u: - Huie saicl. '"-'-" 
sion to· kill Dr. l~ing 
hin1sc!L · 

Hay pleaded guilty to 
the murder of Dr. King in 
a :.\Icmphis, Tenn., comt­
room i\Ionday but declared 
he did not accept the con­
clusion that there was no 
conspiracy. 

"What Ray meant in the 
: c<.mrti:ooJn ye.:;terclay .. ~ 
fie trieJ to point 0Litff1Jt 
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 

QUestions About the Ray Case 
JSSU E: The swlclcn eT1cl of the Dr. King assas• 
si11ation trial leaves many doubts u11rcsolvcd. 
What should be done to clarify matters? 

The deal between the prosecution and 
the defense which permitted James Earl 
Ray to plead guilty to the murder of Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. and receive a 
sentence of 99 years may have served the 
interests of justice and the requirements of 
the law. But did it serve the public 
interest? 

, Quite clearly the assassination of Dr. 
King last April did not constitute simply 
another homicide case, to be treated 
routinely even to the point of a presen­
tence understanding between prosecution 
and defense. Too much interest and doubt 
revolve around the murder for that. 

· Certainly it would have been preferable 
·if a normal adversary proceeding had run 
its course, with witnesses called, evidence 
presented and cross-examination allowed. 
The reason would not have been to 
determine Ray's guilt, which seems plainly 

.,._ established. The reason, rather, would 

have been to· throw as much light as 
possible on the question of whether a 
conspiracy existed in the assassination. 

The Shelby County prosecutor and the 
Justice Department, after extensive inves­
tigation, say they found no evidence 
suggesting a conspiracy. Beliefs to the 
contrary nonetheless remain, even though 
these beliefs appear to be entirely intui­
tive. A full trial \vould have gone far to 
resolve many doubts. 

The prosecution in the Ray case collected 
thousands of pages of information which, 
reportedly in minute detail, answer many 
outstanding questions: about how Ray got 
his money (purportedly by smuggling and 
bank robbery); his attitudes toward 
Negroes; his travels and associates. 

The· prosecution's evidence should be 
made fully ava,ilable to the public so that 
matters now obscure or in dispute might 
be clarified. This \Vill not take the place of 
an open adversary proceeding, but at least 
it will do something to make up for the 
unfortunate \Vay in which the Ray case 
was so suddenly terminated. ~----
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