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PAUL COATES

- Eric Galt’s Tmﬂmaﬂd

~ Some Puzﬂmcf Angle&

Come with me along a wmdmg
trail that, unfortunately, ends in the
curve of a question mark.
~ When Dr. Martin Luther King was
assassinated, I was in Puerto Vallar-
ta, Mex., where I have many com-
padres. Among them are Mexican
artist Manuel Lepe, his wife, Laura,
and her sister, Susana Quieroz, who
manages the Hotel Tropicana.

On the day I was leaving, we had a
farewell luncheon and, naturally,
our conversation dealt with the
tragedy in Memphis and with the
runor, then current, that the killer
had fled to the ncalby town of
Mazatlan—a rumor fed by the
sudden appearance of a Mexican
Coast Guard cutter that anchored in
the bay and whose sailors, armed
with rifles, were patxolhng the
beaches.
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I recall somebody's saying, "Puer-
to Vallarta is the least likely place
for a wanted man to hide out in
‘Mexico. The American colony here
is very clannish. They'd ‘notice a
stranger immediately and find out
all about him." =~ . .

That theory seems ironical now.
You see, Eric Galt was in Puerto
Vallarta.

I learned recently that some three

"~ weeks after I left, a couple of FBI
agents visited the town. At the Rio
Hotel, they showed a sketch of the
wanted man and asked if he had

information that he had been a
guest in the hotel.

He gave the agents a registration
card, signed "Fric S. Galt."

Then, the FBI men went to the
Tropicana Hotel and asked Susana if
she would look through her records
and find Galt's registration. They
said they knew he had stayed there.
She checked and confirmed that he
had. Only, this time, he had regis-
tered as "Eric Galt" with no middle |
initial. : l

'

" bered the man and volunteered the .9 Why did Ray-Galt,_the man

accused of plotting Martin Luther
King's murder, leave Birmingham
and go to Mexico six months before
Memphis? -
. © And why did an escaped convict
on the lam drive a white Mustang, a
car that might have attracted
attention in Puerto Vallarta? Was it
just bungling, or part of a carefully
planned conspiracy?

© Was this really Ray-Galt, or
some other man acting as.a decoy?

The answers, of necessity, would

I obtained duplicates of the regis-- just be conjecture. But, in Friday's

tration slips from both hotels. They column, 1'll explore them, =

stayed there. The manager remeiii §How thal the man representing

himself as Galt had checked into the
Rio on Oct. 19, 1967, and later moved
to the Tropicana, where he stayed

* until Nov. 13.

He claimed U.S. nationality and
had listed his residence as: 2608
’ : v Highland Avenue,
i Birmingham, Ala.
' This, as we now

know, is the ad-
| dress of the board-
i ing-house where
. James Earl Ray,

alias Galt, had
rented a room un-
til early October
last year.

Employes of
~ both hotels have:

vague recollec-
' tions of the man,

whom they de-
* geribe as "quiet,"
but they distinctly
remember his car
— a 1966 white

Mustang. )

Now, I find

myself asking a lot

of puzzling ques-
ions™™ -
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 Eric Galt's Trail: Was He

. inBirmingham or Mexico?

< I Let me trace the story of the man
-known as Eric Starvo Galt.
' He was "born" during the summer
" of 1967, at the age of 36, when James
‘Earl Ray, an escaped convict, ap-
parently began to use that alias. On
'Aug., 26, Galt rented a room in a
Boarding-house "at 2608 Highland
Ave., Birmingham, Ala,

» On Aug. 30, a 1966 white Mustang
was purchased from a Birmingham

resident, William Paisley, and re-

registered in Galt's name. It is
reported that the buyer paid cash
for it. Then Galt applied for an
Alabama driver's license, which was
is(?ued on Sept. 6. It listed his age as
36 and described him as: "5 feet-11,
175 1bs., brown hair, blue eyes."

B 4

He stayed at the boarding-house
for about six weeks. His room was
on the ground floor and he papked
his car on the street. And, ac i

"excepting the last

ate out. T don't know where."
Cherpes also said that Galt never
had any callers or telephone calls
during his stay, and that he paid his
weekly bill in cash and on time.

On Oct. 7, 1967, he checked out,
saying that he was going to Mobile'

to find a job. For the next two
months, he seems to have disap-
peared. None of the newspaper
gtories covers his exact whereabouts
until mid-December, when he turned
up in Long Beach, California.

‘But now, part of that gap is filled..
As reported in Wednesday's column,
I have duplicate registration- slips

.from two hotels in Puerto Vallarta,

Mexico. They “indicate that - Eric
‘Galt, or a man using that name, who
listed™ % ‘ '

was in this resort town from Oct. 19
through Nov. 13, 1967. And residents
of Puerto Vallarta remember a:

 white Mustang seen in town during

the same time,

But what was going on in Bir-
mingham while Eric Galt was
"vacationing" in Mexico?

You will remember that on Oct. 30,
Dr. Martin Luther King returned to
that Alabama city to serve a five-
day jail sentence and was taken to
the jail at suburban Bessemer, a city
described as a Ku’ Klux XKlan
stronghold. On Nov. 1, he was
secretly moved at night to the
downtown Birmingham jail. At the
time, Bessemer's chief warden said:
".". . there's no doubt about it—the
Birmingham jail is safer."

Safer from what?

Mel Bailey, sheriff of Birming-
ham's Jefferson County, recalls that’
he threw a tight security net around
Dr. King during those five days.
Bailey believes that a conspiracy
existed to- murder the civil rights
leader and has said that the killing
probably was planned in Birming-
ham. Bailey also said that there was
evidence that Galt was in Birming-
ham at the same time as Dr. King
last October and November.

*

If the Sheriff was right, if Galt was
indeed in Birmingham, then who
was the man who registered in two.
Puerto Vallarta hotels as Eric Galt?
And what about the white Mustang?
Was this the same car that was
bought by Galt in Birmingham, seen

- in Memphis at the time of the
“assassination and, eventually, found

abandoned. in Atlanta? = = :
.- 'These' duestions. must: be  an-
swered, Until they are, we will not’
know if Martin Luther King's mur~"

- der was the work of one rhan or the
- result of a conspiracy. - = ’
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" A=meedakial witness in the comi
trial of the man acctised: oﬁﬁpﬁ;‘-
ating Dr. Martin Luthér King- has
Been  ordered released from - jail
LCireait. Court Judge Widliam
OlfHearn ruled in Memphi§, Tenn.
;that the witness,

]
124 told police he
saw a man run. from a Memphis
“fooming - ‘house ~ bathroom - where
investigators say Dr. King's assagsin. (Indicate page, name of
ms Staﬁdlng Wil nthe fatal ShOt newspaper, cliy and state.)
“wis fired, The trial of the accused ‘
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. MEMPHIS, Tenn. (AP) —
Maximum security efforts to
guard the man charged with the
murder of Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. has drawn critism
from another prisoner in the
Shelby County Jail.

Carl - Lindquist charged that
guards were neglecting other in-
mates because of rigid meas-
ures adopted for the security of
James Earl Ray.

Ray is confined in a steel-
shuttered cell and subjected to!
round-the-clock  lighting  and
television scrutiny.

Lindquist told of a red light
alert which flashes on whenever

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

Ymdqumt s*nd the red lwhf
s about 2

mmutes \\h the food of 72 nth
er prisoner “g@tg cold . .. When
they get finished with Ray and
our food is cold, they open back!
up, come around and unlock our
doors so we can eat."”

Lindquist said reading mate-
rial had been shut off to prison
ers since Ray was incarcerated,
_presumably to preclude the pos-
sibility of any weapan or explo-
sives being slipped into jail.

Lindquist was jailed on
»harges of carrying a pistol and
robbery with a deadly weapon.

Ray’s attorney, Arthur Hanes
of Birmingham, also has pro-
tested the security measures
but for a different reason. He
said the constant monitoring of
: his client constituted “cruel and
inhuman treatment” and added
| that he feared for his client’s
health.

Ray is schednled to go on trial
Nov. 12 for King's slaying. The
civil rigats leader wag_cut down

the door to Ray’s cell is opened.| by amARsassin's bullet SprT T

“Since James E. Ray has:

been here,” Lindquist said, “on:

many occasions they (guards)
have set our food on the benches
in front of our cell and went on
red light, which is when they
feed Ray or anytime they open
his door tor anything*——=
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MEMPRIS, Temn. (AP) —Jlo visit Ray and spends his
James  Farl  Ray, who is{time in Beraphic wcm g such
charged with nurdering Driplaces as the Lorraire Motel
Mertin Luther King, Jr., is fi-[where King was fatally weanded
nencing his defense by sellingiwhile standing on 2 balcony
his life story, an Alabama au-|Apei] 4. (Indicate page, name of
tior has said. Huie, who hes written a serics pewspaper, city and state.)

William  Bradford Tui2  ofjof besi saliers, said he expects
Haz‘@elle, A.luh, s,u.v.; ne has paidinay to produce another 30,000
$25,600 to May shws July 19,Lwords which will be polished
when Ray was bun.ah hevefints a biography.
frmn Loncon z-‘u' iiled to awalll “Meanwidle, T work through

ov. 12 trial. Ray’s chiel coursel, Arthur
‘u"" deliverad o me a fins: Hanes Sr.oof Birmingham,” said

coof 10,688 words,|Thuie. “In relurn for his leral

in lopghand, a Mot services, he has a lien on every-

T said Puje, “Since then heliving T pay Ray--I suppose on
delivared L3 woudslevesything Ray has or gels.’

Hanes has refused in the past

i yesizidiny he slithits say who is paying for Pa) s
has net becn given poraission|dsfunze, T
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MEMPHIS Tenn (AP)—Dist.
Afty. Gen. Phil Canale has de-
nied a defense charge that
;guards eavesdrop over micro-
phones  on COIIVEIS&UOHV be-
tween James Earl Ray,
ettorney, Arthur B.

Canale, in a
yesterday to defense motions
filed last week, said the micro-
phones in Ray’s jail cell are
turned off during his talks with
Hanes, former mayor of Bir-
mingham,

“Hay 18

scheduled to zo on

e Z,F;\f::’g C\r\q Lé,\x oy

EN]e
E*’LEL gl

trial Nov. 12 for the sniper
assassination of Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. last April 4.

“In truth and fact,” Canale
said, “The petitioner Hanes has
had tests performed at his re-
ouest showing to the petitioner’s
catisfaction that his conferences
with Ray cannot be heard by
guards in the cell.”

The defense motion asked
Criminal Court Judge W. Pres-
ton Battle to order Sheriff Wil-
liam Morris to “‘cease and de-
sist” using television cameras,

bright lights and m';crophohes
to monitor Ray’s tightly guard-
ed cell on the third floor of the
county jail building.

Hanes contended he had never
been able to talk to the prisoner

subjected to the scrutiny of tele-
vision cameras and micro-
phones,

Battle is scheduled to hear
arguments on the motions Fhi-
diy, the same day set for a

ilton of the Mem-

without the presence of at least
two guards and without being,

phis P13 sScmMax/and Charles
Edm Commercul

why thé€y should not be held in
contempt for violating the
comt S pre- tnal ann puhliu'y
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MEMPHI Tenn. (AP) — Ar-
thur J. Henes raised the possi-
bility’ Fplday that he may with-
draw as defensc attorney for
James Earl Ray, the man
charged In the 5Iaym“ of Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr.

“Serious difficulties have ari-
sen between me and my client
on the best way to handle this
defense,” Hanes told S‘leloy!
Counily Crirainal Cowt, “Atg
some future day I may have to
withdraw as counsel for James
‘Earl Ray.” ~

Hanes surprise statement,
which he said was agreed to
;Thursday, came at the end of a
iday-long hearing on whether
Hanes and three other persons
should be held in conteinpt of
court for newspaper articles
concerning Ray’s treatment in
jailb .

Hanes told the court he made
his statement ‘“out of no fear”
‘of what might happen to him. “I
‘can take anything you can hand
‘down,” he said.

He also lashed out at the com-
mittes of attorneys which
watches over pre-trial publicity
and said he would do his best
for his client regardless of any
prejudice by the committee. “I
think prejudice was shown like
grandmother’s petticoat under a
miniskirt,” he said.

The hearing was continued
until Monday morning.

Hanes denied earlier that he
'had made any statements preju-
idicial to his client’s case in the
‘past and said, “I do not 1ntend
to do 20 in t‘ae future.”

{Mount Clipping in Space Below)
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MEMPHIS (D -— The
judge who will try James
Earl Ray held four per-
sons in contempt Monday
on charges they violated
his guidelines restricting
pretriadl publicity in the
case. ’

Arthur J. Hanes, the
attorney for the man
charged with the assassin-
ation of Dr. Martin Luther
King, two Memphis news-
paper reporters and a
private investigator hired
by Hanes were held in
contempt by Criminal

Court Judge W. Preston
Battle.

Called 'Prejudicial’

Battle ruled that com-
ments by Hanes and the
investigator carried in sto-
ries written by the repor-
ters were "extremely pre-
judicial and constitute a
clear and present danger"
to impaneling an impartial
jury to try Ray.

Battle withheld punish-
ment until a later date,
indicating future con-
duct of the four men
might possibly mitizate or
purge the contempt find-
ing.

After the hearing, court
was reconvened and the
atforney for the reporters
—Ray Hamilton of the

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

ey Fleld in

Ray's Atiorn

Publicity

Press-Scimitar and
Charles Edmundson of the
Commercial Appeal —
asked the judge either to
reconsider his ruling or
sentence the newsmen im-
mediately.

Battle denied the motion
to reconsider and said he
was not ready to impose
sentence.

Leaves Court Open

The attorney, Ezra K.
Bryan, contended that
holding sentences in abey-
ance would prevent the
reporters from appealing.
This, he said, left the way
open for any court to
abridge freedom of speech
and the press.

Bryan called Battle's ac-
tion
virulent best," and added:
"The reporters and the
newspapers are in limbo
not under an ovder of the
court but in the threat of
punishment by the court."

"Like it or not," Judge
Battle said, "it's my duty
to follow justice and that's
what I've done." ‘

Trial courts, the judge
said, had not sought the
authority to rezulate pre-
trial publicity but had the
burden thrust upon them
by the U.S. Supreme Court
in its ruling on the Dr.
Sam Sheppard cgse, The
high court ruled then, he

"censorship at its,

L

said, that the Sheppard
trial court should have
moved to regulate out-of-
court news accounts,
Hanes and the investi-
gator, Renfro T. Hays,
denied making some state-
ments attributed to them
in newspaper stories deal-
ing with
Ray's cell in the county
jail. Hanes said that any
comments he may have
made to newsmen were

points he had already
raised in court. '

Hays denied making
statements attributed to

him in a story written by

Edmundson on Ray's jail |
cell. The reporter insisted '
that the story was true !
and factual and Judge |
Battle, noting the conflict- :

Ing testimony, said the
"court believes Mr. Ed-
mundson." :

In another developmeni
‘Monday, Ray appeared in
open court and lost a

[

I motion to have security iz

his cell eased.

!
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. MEMPHIS, Tepn.- (AP)
James Karl Ray, neatly dressed
and heavely guarded, has ap-
peared in open court and lost a
motion lo have security in his
Shelby County Jail cell eased.

In holding the security meas-
ures are reasonahle and neces-
sary, Judge W. Preston Battle
told Ray, who is charged with
murdericg Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr., that if he has trouble
sleeping, he should “get one of
those black masks and put
over his-eyes.”

BRattle aizo held in eontempt
four persons who were accused
of violating a han on prejudicial
publicity in the Ray case. The
“four are Arthur J. Hanes Sr.,
Ray’s chief attorney, a pl‘i‘;ate
investizator and two newspaper
reporters.

Hanes, meanwhile, who had
said last week he m[ght have to
withdraw from the case, said
vesterday he will continue be-
cause Ray *has reaffirmed his
faitir(inme).”
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]

ﬁ;,a)\dui R LWAJKPT

Ray's appearance in court
was his first since he was ar-
raigned July 22. He wore a hlue
suit, whife shirt and blue tie and
sat behind Hanes with three
deputies behind him.

Ray. who said nnthing at thc
hearing. contended thar tight
cutity conditions—which includo
around-the-clock  lighting  and
fall-time  television surveillance,
—eonstitute cruel and mhuman
pnn'cnmpm

“The court is of the opmjon'

that the measures taken ate
reasonabie,”” Battle said. '

Battle rulel that comments
by Hanes and the investigator,
and carried in stories written hy
the reporters, were “extremely
prejudicial and constitute  a
clear and present danger” fo
impaneling an impartial jury to
try Ray. .

Battle withheld punishment
until a later date. indicating fu-
ture conduct of the four men
might possibly mitizate  or
purge the conterpt mcl'nﬁ
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MEMPHIS (¥ - James
Earl Ray, who is charged
with murdering Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King; may
never testifly in his own
defense.

Arthur Hanes Sr., Bir-
mingham lawyer who is
chief defense counsel, said

- the decision to put Ray on
the stand or keep him off
may not he made until
"the moment the prosecu-
tion rests its case and the
judge tells me to call my
first witness.

"That's when I'll have to

decide, because under
Tennessee law the defense

must call as its first wit-

ness the defendant him-
self," if he is to be called.

If that happens, the
. prosecution under cross-
examination could bring
out Ray's record as a thiefl
and robber and the fact

that he is an escaped coin-,

vict.
Single Bullet

Ray is scheduled to go
on trial in Shelby County
Criminal Court here Nov,
12. He is charged with
first degree murder in the
sniper assassination of Dr.
King, who was slain by a
single bullet April 4 as he
leaned on the balcony

JTailing of a downtown
_Inotel. S

{Mount Clipping in Space Below)

The Negro apostle of
nonviolence was in Mem-
phis to give support to
striking garbage workers,
almost all of them Negroes,
who were locked in a
vitriolic battle for higher
wages with the city admi-
nistration.

Henes indicated in an
mfu\lew in Birmingham
that he may move for
. postponement in the trial
date. He sald  security
Precautions at the Shelby

County jail were unset- -

tling to Ray, explaining
that Ray is kept in con-
stant light and is watched
continuvally by shifts of
two guards as well as hy
closed - circuit  television
surveillance.

"He may be unfit men- |

tally to really participate
in the defensc,” Hanes
liaid, "He needs some res t
and _privacy." |

and possible defense pro¥-

. lems or maneuvers, Hanes

| said that "as far as any-
thing regarding Ray's
background, it is all just
newspaper and magazine
material.

"I'he jury is going to
have to be found that will
be able to look at Ray as
though it doesn't know
anvthmfr at all about the

ple% and television re-
pOLL e

In discussing the tmc‘l
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@her in the first iostallment of &
1 . .
“iserfes which began

su\‘s the
aiper slay-

, ﬂ.ezm_

£y e
“Umurder

(quoted Ray about the money of

Monday in
-1Look magazine.
The Tenncssean, in
day editions, said Ray will
41111 that }m was only “de-
w; > in a plal to kil Wing in an-
o {0 tho gtate
contention that
lone assassin,

2

2y, an cscapee from  the

its Mon-

Ly acted as ac

> ¢f lum“ seea’s

smovements in

ouri State Prisou,
ma i Shelby County (unnua]
ICourt al Memphis Nov. 12 on 4
chirge.

The Tenncssean story; acupy™

MRV ]
is goes o1

‘\wilim7 avtobiographical

Jright dispatch by reporter Jim

Squne“ from  Memphis, ('umed
“sources close {o the case” as
to the line of Rtay's defense.

The newspaper said numerous
sources have indicated “the de-
ferise will claim Ray playved
only a small part in a master
plot so complex and far-reach-
ing that eveo Ray does not know
who masterminded it.”

Apparently, no effort will be
made by the defense to show
who masterminded the alleged
conspiracy, the paper said.

The Tennessean story said the
defense theory is that Ray's
Memphis  were
designed o set him up as the
killer to Teave a false trail white
someone else shot King,

livie said Ray, who has been
notes
L in hl\ jail cel in Memphis for
use by Huie in a book, told him
the money offer to leave Canada
came rom “a man whom Ray
calls Raoul and describes to me

fas being a blond Latin about 33,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Ray told of a half 4 dozen
mitetings - with - Raoli " Jiije

said.

Huie quoled Ray as saying the
proposition boiled down to (ais:

Ray was {o meet Raoul in
Windsor and make severa] trips
‘across the border from Windsor
to Detroit, carrying  packages
with unspecified contents-hidden
in the car, '

Ray would then sell the car
and  proceed  to Briminghan
where he wouldlie ow, try to es-
tablish a false identity and
awail instructions by general
delivery mail. , |

Raoul was to pay Ray’s living
expenses aud go o Birminghum

HHLTRAY . suitabic—caet =+
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Three or fowr wecks bef
Luther King was assassiiialed™ it
Memphis, a Hollywood plastic sur-
geon operaled here on a man who
identified himself as Eric Galf, an
altorney said Tuesday night.

Bennet  Olan, atiorncy for D
Russgel ¢ Hadley, told The Times
the plastic surgery wasz a minor
operation "thal wouldn't matevially
change the man's appearance.”

James Fatl Ray, accused of mur-
dering the civil righis leader, weos
known in the 1.z Angclez aven
cavlier this vear as Erie Storvn Galt,
according {o the FBL Ray, arresitd
in London after the April 4 ass
at'on, i3 now awailing trial
Memphis. .

Ulan said the plastic surgery "may
have been on the fouwrth or the 11th
of March, T forget which." He
declined to give details aboul the
operation, even declining teo specify
that it was facial surgery.

Otan said he and Dr. Hadley
reported the surgery to the FBI
rafier the name of Evic Galt hogan to
figure in accountz of the King
killing.

Dr. Hadley has heen subpoenea
a witness in Rav's triel. "1 d
helieve what he did  was
refevant," Olan gaid.
He added that the
"ladependent recollection" of Gult
beyond the man's name in hiz
"medical records,
Olan sa2id Galt
“referred to Dr. ¥
Angeles Couniy |
he asked fno the name of 2

would by the only person
to look over Hadley's records of
surgery, {he lawver said. Huie has
contract with Ray to wrile
latler's memoirs, and Ray autho
i Hadley to 1ot Hu

Tz, Olan zaid.

(KMount Clipping in Space Below)
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MEMPHIS—As securi-
ty-minded officials ‘made
Jast - minute preparations
to open the trial today
of James Earl Ray in the
assassination of Dr. Marg |
tin Luther King, new de-
fense attorney Percy Fore-
man moved to postpone it
indefinitely. '
The noted Texas crimin-
al lawyer told newsmen he
will ask County Judge
Walter Preston Battle for
a continuance when the

trial is scheduled to open
at 9:30 a.m. today.

He said he needs time to
study and prepare the case

New Ray Attorney Will
Reguest Delay of Trial

~ Judge Expected to Set January Date for
- Case Involving Suspect in King Slaying

BY PAUL VALENTINE o

Exclusiva fo The Times from the Washington Post .

time, and it is known that
Battle does not wish to
keep the jury tied ,up
during the Christmas holi-

days. This means he wvrill

————

probably continue the tri- |
atthtil sometime in Jan- |

uary. . ,
Foreman met with Ray
Monday in the prisoner's ;
closely guarded Shelby #
County jail cell and:

huddled periodically with ¢

state officials. The

wealthy attorney, keeping
close to his client, is
staying in a downtown
hotel less than two blocks
from the county jail.

Also in Memphis

after taking it over less
than two days ago. Rays'
former defense attorney,
Alabamian Arthur Ha
Sr., withdrew Sunday %af-
ter an apparent falling out
with Ray.

Foreman's request for a
postponement is routine
under the circumstances,
and Judge Battle is ex-
pected to grant it. Contin-
uances are normally made
for 30 days.

However, the trial is
expected to last four or
five—weeks befond that

‘observe the trial is Mi-
chael Eugene, 30, the IEri—

tish attorney éppointed;to :

to ¢

gt
b

Tepresent Ray in extradi- b

tion proceedings when

Ray was arrested in Lon-

don last summer.
The Shelby County

courthouse—where Ray is .
imprisoned one floor :

aboye the courtroom in
wﬁuch he will be tried—
| was sealed off Monday to

kN 1:
al persong except gpeci- :

3.
3 2z 3

fied state and local offici«

als. City police and county . - :

sheriff's ‘deputies main-
tained an armed guard at

key points argund the
GITS

. ﬁ“sz
QoxﬁaA')J'

b3

Foremg#
e defense of James Earl Ray

over t

frorm—attorney  Arthur
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stand trial on charges of mur-
dering Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr., raised doubts as to whether
the trial will be held this year.
Ray took. action Sunday to
drop Arthur J. Hayé, a former
Birmingham, Ala%, mayor, as
his lawyer and retain famed de-
fense attorney Percy Forepgan
of Texas.
Foreman, whose clients have
included Jack Ruby and heiress
Candace Mossler, said he would
go before Criminal Court Judze
W. Preston Battle at 9:30 a.m.
Tuesday—the time Ray’s trial is|

‘a Corr‘inuance

* r

'scheduled to begin—and reque,gm\ely

NEW LAWYER Wi‘é;ilf
DELAY RAY TRIA!

I\IE‘IPHIS Tenn. (AP) — —\

When mld earlier Sunday of reset it for early next year.

Battie said he would grant a de-
lay “if Ray retains Foreman
and if he asks” for a postpone-
ment.

It-was believed that Foreman|s
would ask for at least 30 days to
give him time to become famil-

said the change came as a sur-
prise to him, said he would not,
object to the motion.

last at least four weeks, a post-
ponement of 30 days would push
the start of trial close to the

Christmas holidays—with
result that Batitls~woild

iar with the case. Hanes, who:

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

switch in lawyers just two daySirymors of the impending swifch, hay, charged with® First-do-
before James Earl Ray was to!

gree murder, is accused of the
sniper slaying of King on April
14 while King was in Memphis
to support the city’s stnk.ng
garbage collectors. -+ -

The surprise switch by Ray
was announced in a late night
news conference called by Sher-
ift William N. Morris Jr. The
sreriff sad Foreman' arWof

Since the trial is expected to .

the
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" Ray’s brothers, John and Jerry
Ray, had come to the iail ear-
lier Sunday to see Ray. -

“During the course of this vis-
it, certain decisions were made
and a letter was written to Mr.
Arthur Hanes Sr., attorney, and
signed by James Earl Ray,”
Morrls said. ‘

“This letter was presented’ to
me for reading by Mr. Foreman
and it declared an intent by
James Earl Ray. to dispense
with the legal services of Mr.
Hanes and his son and of an in-
tention to obtain new counsel
and a Tennessee lawyer.”

Morris also said Foreman had
told him he intended to appear
before Battle Tuesday morning
and request a continuance.

‘ The Tennessee lawyer fo be
—Associated Press Wirephoto retained by Ray was not named.
PERCY FOREMAN “The first I knew of this was

A§§Tmle§'Earl Ray defense at 8:20 this evening,” Hanes
said in a brief news conference
'of his own in a drizzling rain on
the steps of the county office
building.

“I didn’t come to Memphis for
the ride,” Hanes said. “I came
to play ball. I was prepared to
go to trial Tuesday morning.

However, Hanes added, “I
don’t want a reluctant client.”

Proceeds from Ray’s life sto-
ry, being written by Alabama
author William Bradford Huie
and already running in maga-
zine serialization, were being
used to pay Hanes, but there
was no 'mmedxate . irdication

hoW'na would pay Foreman

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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'+ MEMPHIS, Tenn. (®—

T;James Earl Ray, charged
jwith the murder of Dr.
‘Martin Luther King, en-
Sgaged a new lawyer Sun-
‘day who said a delay in
‘Ray's trial would be
‘asked.

£

-Percy Foremgf was an-
nounced in a late night
news conference by Shel-
}jy County Sheriff William
N. Morris Jr., virtually on
the eve of Ray's scheduled
trial. ‘ '
J- Ray had been scheduled
For trial on a first-degree
murder charge Tuesday.

*- Foreman was expected
‘to request at least a 30-day
fcontinuance to familiarize
himself with the case,
‘meaning Ray will probab-
Iy not be tried this year.

»

= Declares Intention

~ "Morris said Ray thad
-gigned a letter of intent
earlier Sunday to hire
Foreman to represent
him, . ‘
:"Mr. Foreman has told
e that it is his intention
“to appear before Judge W.
-Preston Battle Tuesday
-morning at 9:30 a.m. to re-
quest a continuance in the
trial of the case pending

Morris said.

King's Accused Killer
iHlires Percy Foreman

:* Switch From Hanes by James Earl Ray
»> Will Probably Delay Trial to Next Year '

i The sudden shift by Ray
%o famed defense lawyer |

22ainst James Earl Ray,"
rT——

~ Foremsn will eplac;
7 Arthur J. Han{gf Bir-

mingham, who Had repre-
gented Ray since shortly
after he was apprehended. :
" Hanes said the sudden:
switch came as a surprise |
to him but that he would
not object to the motion to
be offered Tuesday.
Sheriff Explains
"I first learned of this
at 820 this evening" ,
Hanes said after the sher- |
iff's news conference. "I |
was prepared to go to trial
Tuesday morning.
. However, Hanes added,
*I never want a reluctant
¢lient."
" Hanes had told the court
once earlier that serious
difficulties had arisen be-
tween him and Ray over
the conduct of the trial
and that at some later date
he might have to withdraw
as counsel, .
. Morris said Foreman,
who once represented Jack
Ruby and was defense
counsel in the murder trial
of exonerated heiress Can-
dace Mosler, - cariig toiite

PSSR,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

jail Suncay with_two of
Ray's brothers, John Ray

"~ and Jerry Ray.

The sheriff said the
three asked to see Ray

‘and during the visit "cer-

tain decisions were made
and a letter was written"

: to Hanes,

"This letter was pré-
sented to me for reading
by Mr. Foreman and it de-

t clared an intent by James

Earl Ray to dispense with
the legal services of Mr.
Hanes and his son and of
an intention to obtain
new counsel and a Ten-
nessee lawyer," Morris
said. : :
Attorney in Doubt
There was no immedi-

~ate indication of who this

Tennessee attorney would
be. '

King was shot to death
he?e April 4 while in Mem-
phis to support striking
city garbage workers. Ray
was arrested in London
June 8 at the end of an
extensive manhunt and
zigturned to Memphis July

Ray has been held in a
jail cell since then, under
constant surveillance by
closed circuit television
and two guards. A tight
noipl(ziblicity order was in-
voked by Battle, -vho is to
preside at the trigT —
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il ,7‘\ ';i Ithe next day. He quotes a news
;J {i é] e f! F x&.i il dispatch that said King had

!

NEW YORK (AP)
Earl Ray. charged in the slay-

ing of Dr. Martin Luther King
Ir., is quoted in the current!
Lnok magazine as having said
fe unkncwingly  became in-
volved In “some sort of plot to
kill King” eight months before,
the murder.

Author William Bradford Huie
says Ray wrote from his Men-
phis, Tenn., jail cell: “T suppose
[ became involved in some sort
of plot to kill King when I first,
ook those packages into the,
Urited states from Canada ..
But nebndy told me a‘mn'nc!
about any planned murder of
King or of anyone else.”

The ‘packages” were not
{dentified by Ray or Huie. !

The article quotes Ray as
having written that, while a fu-
gitive {n Canada in August, 1957,
he met a man namad Raoul who
offered him money, a car and
“travel papers” if he would es-
tablish himself in Birmingham,
Ala., and make himself “avail-
able.” '

Before leaving for Birming-
ham, Ray made two auto trips
across the border at Windsor-
Detroit with “‘packages” con-
cealad in his old car by an'
}Xl'ﬂ Y‘e a e\

In erm;ngham, Ray got a
room and bouzht a white Mus-
tang with \7ﬂ(") given him by
Raoul, Hute wrote. Ranul also
gave Ray 3300 for living ex-
penses and 3500 for some cam-

ione mov

" the jeh was he was told

. tending lexsons, visiteq g hvpno-

tist, “and had a plasiie surgeon
change the shape of his nose.
Jefore his nose could heal
completely,” Huie wrote, "Ray
received by mail on March 15
the directive he had been ex-
pecting. He was wanted in Sel-
ma and Birmingham, Ala—
where King wax recruiting sup-
port for his poor people’s march
on Washington.”
Huie relates that Ray regis-
tered in a motel in Selma on
= March 22, and went to Atlanta

gone to \lanta on \Iauh 2,

- Jan.5~=—~—3~§91‘ six weeks in- B‘fm”’ after a swing through Alabama.

ham, Ray went tn Mexico w 1“’P,hmg was <lain in
he met Raoul and, at Raoul’siTenn., on \pril 4.

request. hauled A& spare tire; Hyje said he could not reveal
across the border into Nuevoiall he jearned from Ray until
Laredo, Huia relates. after his trial, but that he was

Ray traveled ahout in Mexicolegpyinced King's murder was
then drove to Los Angeles in No-iplotted “by calculating men
" vember. 1067, where, Huie says.lwho wanted to use his murder
ha received “a command g i gzer violent conflict be-
come to New Orleans for in- tween white and Negro citi-
structions.” ~lzens.’

He quotes Ray as having writs -Tpe primary target was the
ten that he drove to New OU-{’pited States of %mexlui&e
leans, where Raoul “‘said we had: g
e jcb to do and we'd do;
it in abuut two or three
months.”

Ray wrote that Raoul prom-;
ised him “travel papers” to any-
where he wanted to go and
$12.000, and when he a~1\ed what
‘ ‘not to
worry abeut it and not to ask
giesiions.” Huie states. Ray
2 Racul gave him $2.300 in
0 bi'ls. the Tarticle relates, ,

n Tos Angeles, Huie
Tae ook dancing and bar-

Memphis,

said
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(C) 1983 Maw York Times News Servich

MEMPHIS, Nov. 11--The trial;
of James Earl Ray apparently
will be delaved at least twol
manths to give Ray's new attor-
ney. Percy Foreman, of Hous-
ton, time to prepare a defense;
against the charge that Ray’
assassmated the Rev. Dr. Mar-

n Luther King Jr. ‘

‘\.Ifhnu*n permission has not
heen granted by the court for
Foreman to enter the trial, the
famed Texas attorney was busy
tpday preparing motions to be
offered tomorrvow when Ray’s.
trial is scheduled to begin.

Ray last night fired his law-

ver of five months, Arthur J.
Hanes, the former mayor of
Jirminghan, Ala., and asf\'ed;
Foreman to take over the de-
fense,

Trial Judge W. Prestoir Battle
was expected to grant Fore-
iman's request for the postpone-,
‘ment since Hanes has refused to
rurn over his files on the case to
Dsy=iE Foreman,

i
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Helek

Change Ordered to

lses livi ng throughout the
v United %mtcb, in 3.:3:\100
* Canada, England and Por-
tugal, defense counsel wag
entitled to additional time
to prepare the casa,
Judge Battle, overr 11m'f
strenuous objections fron

Give New Attornay

Time to ln{'“i“Ylf‘W PI‘O\{J&.CH\!;’ \r‘/lfn'ESbCS the prosecution, h;mtﬂfl

BY JACK NELSON

Times Staft Writer

MEMPHIS Accu\Pd
assassin James Earl Ra5
got a new attorney and a,
110—day trial delay Tues-
day in the Dr. Martin
Luther King murder case.

In a crudely-written let-
ter and later in a barely
audible voice, the 40-vear-.
old Ray dismissed Arthur
Hanes Sr. and his son,
Arthur Jr., both of Bir-
mingham, ‘Ala., as his
" counsels and retained cri-
minal lawyer Percy Fore-
man of Houston.

That set the stage for
Foreman to request the
delay, which he did, de-
claring he intended to try
to interview all of the
prosecution's 360 "pros-
pective witnesses."

The change-in lawyers
apparently resulted from
disagreements over trial
strategy and over financi-
al arrangements in the
contract Hanes and Willi-
am Bradford Huie, an
Alabama author, had with
Ray for his written ac-

count of the case

From his jail cel Ray
has been peddling a story
that the King killing was a
conspiracy. So far Look
Magazine, under contract
with Huie, has run two
installments of the Ray
account as told to Huie.

Foreman indicated that
Ray would not divulge
further details until the
1 trial was completed. He
angrily .refused to sav
whether he would advise

the delay until March 3

and instructed Foreman to
N - report to the court by Dee.

12 on whether his prepara-

Huie has rever met Ray, tions indicated he would
- but has based his stories’ pe ready for trial by that
on accounts handwritten date.
by Ray and transmitted to Ray is accused of killing
him by Hanes. The con- Dr. King with a rifle shot
spiracy angle propounded on Aprll 4 as the civil
by Ray supports the de- rights leader stood on a
fense Hanes reportedly balcony . outside his motel
\va> preparmcr in the case|room here. He was in
—1 Ray Was an unsus-; \Iemohia to lead demon-
pech g dupe in the assas-: strations by striking sani-
blnﬂt On pO::LOIy a deCOV tation wor i\'Cl"' -

Ray signed a contract The defendant, dressed
with  Hanes and Huie. in dark trousers, a dark
agreeing that his share of blue checkered sports coat
the money for his account w1tn lizht Dblue shirt and
of the King case would be solid dark blue tie, walked
used to pay Hanes for his into the small courtroom
legal services. here preceded by Sheloy

‘Hanes, ex-FBI agent ynd County  Sheriff = William
former mayor of Birming- Y rppvis and followsd by a

ham, alreary has been deputy. Lo
pdid $30,000 under the Ray,avacantlook in his
agreament, but claims he eves ("It's always there,"
is still owed $15,000 for $ays H D. Eugene, the
services and expenses. r from London who

Y

lici
However, Hanes denied I¢ ?f sented him i extra-
Tuesday that money had Ccition procesdings m‘er
an}thln’f to do with the ¥igzars ‘23! thers on Jun\, 8),

as

quickly tooXk his sea fac-

Ing the judze,

dispute with Ray. He said

it was a matter of trial

strategy, that "I thought

this was the rizht time to  "How zre you doing?"

go to trial but Pav didn't.- asked Hanes Sr., who only

His change of lawyers wao Sunday night was prese:

a subterfuge in order to ed w1th }.: preseat-

get a delay." ’ 123 lq““
Criminal Court J udge W,

Preston Battle noted Lhat

the motion for delay came

as the trial was schaduvled

to begin Tuesdayv

11th hoar and

But he adr‘mi that

state and federal conztitu-
tions guarantezd the de-
fenamt the rmnt to coun-

\-—\1 0‘ nh Cﬂmq‘
1

w oy

. Y

N ~
Judge Bgtt e sa‘idﬁ,ﬂ%o
nammyTprosecution witnes-
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wrote to Hanes and asked
iFaEwrote it.
"I did, sir," Ray said.
The letter, handwritten
to "Dear Mr. Hanes," said:
"Due to somsz disagree-
‘ments between me and
you in regards to the
handlings of my case I
have decided to engage a
Tennessee attorney and
perhaps someone eéisa
Therefore 1 would appre-
ciate it if you would take
tno further actions on fny
lcase in Memphis, Teun.

WAlso I appreciate wtatl
you have already did for
me. Sincerely, James I,
Ravy.” I

]
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(C) 1755 Nw York Times Hews $arvic Hanes said that for months he
BIRAMINGHAM, - Nov. 1{’ ‘jl d been aware of many indica- (Indicate page, name of
Arthur J. Hanes, the dismissedi{jong that Dav micht be prepar-i newspaper, city and state.)
attome‘y for Jarm' Farl Raviye gy switch nttofnc\'x and that:
tonvtad tnr [ERSARIN v % !
C,On“—”‘““d,"“ ay tha S entiahout a month zeo hie became
tirely possible” that he had beenlyirually certain thal this was
picked as Ray's attorney only tq Ray's plan. The attorney said
underscore the racial aspect ofypay pe had mentioned this pos-
the assassination of the Rev., jsibility fo the scheduled  trial
Martin Luther King Jv. and that, Hjudge, W, Preston Baitle, and fo
he had never b_C(\p expected t ”!thc prosecutor, . 2. Canale,
be the actual trial lawyer. the Shelby County atiorney gen
Hanes has received wide pl,l})-‘\(fz';ﬂ,
licity for defending thiee Ku!
Klux Klansmen in a civil rights!
case.

“But Ray dida't say anything
and Artic and [ had to proceed

: o the assumption thal we were
.Hanes sid it was glso possi-jgoing o trial and so we put
ble that Ray had been told, ey on together just a great defense for
before King was murdered, “he|Ray, including a few bomb-
should contact me” if he was|shells,” Hanes said
arrested. The sugzestion that  Hanes
The lawyer offered his obscr-{was refained with an intention
vations in an interview in Bir-fof underscoring the racial as-
mingham. ) pﬂctb of King's murder, Hanes
He said he still could hardly cenfended, avose from a combi-
credit the bruscque manner in{nation of circumstances.
which he and hiv son. Arthur J.) Hanes was elocted mayor of!
Menes Jr., wers dismissed fromyi Birnungham six vears ago to a 11
o)}
O

the Ray ca=e Jast Sunday n?“‘ﬁfx‘acxs'l ht orm after joining Date:
when they arrived at the Sheibviforces \H th Alabama's arch se- Edition:
jailt in Memphis to give Ray aigegationist, Eugens (Dully Cone
new zray suil to wear dwringpor, then the Pirmingham po-
Bri et e e lice céniimil‘i{pfpr“1 v Edito:  Donald Goodenow
SRR AT aol0nel, v s '/
’ ’ ritte:  MURKIN

Author:

Character:

or LA NI 15 ,f!

Classification:

-l
Submitting Office:
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SEMPHIS,
mixed up case against
Farl Ray in the assaasination of
! Dr. Martin Luther Ring  Jv.
<howed every sign this week of
becoming -even more tangled
before a single word of
testimony is ever heard in
court.

Since Ray unce
dumped Arthur J.
defense  attorney and hired
Percy Foreman last Tuesday,
the case has quickly taken on
these elements:

—Would-be eyewitnesses, one
an 11-year-cld boy, are cropping
up to say thev saw the assassin.,

——.-\ttorne'\n,
dant and authors are squabhbling!
over who should
nuicn mioney out of the ca

—Arthur Hanes is neg
to sell his story of Rayv's
defense to Life magazine u*cl
refusing to turn over his files, if
he has any, to Foreman, whd
presumainly could read them in

Ao if he wanted to.

--It appears  possible
Hanes may ‘n'wc been

{ norediont
teasion to the
o of "10

remoniousty
Hanes as

that
hired

April
wtion's major

s oand  phouy
broadea~t over  police
Lr‘(l thouzht M bf JER
cooof 2 (,U]

-+ hathroom

Thidecut.

Tenn. ('\fPT)——'j‘iio B
James

brothers, dFWuA,

make howi

to add

hnv s trinl was
v when For
celebratad Texan w

line, b“{m oxxlx Tl mkc
. D firemen and then was whisked
heiress Candy H(’“I“ Al vy palice headquarters, accord-
claims 0.:19 loss to the elech 'LW, (0 SOUTCOS.
chair in L0G0) murder cases, Although  Hanes  was  dis-
took over the defense. missed oul of hand in a
The new trial date is March 3. oncited, two-paragraph letter
There are early indications that signed “sincerely” by Ray, the
it too raay be postponed. The yiforney remains a cog in the
possibility of moving the trial canrer 5! the case.
outside  Memphis to another ppoan jnterview at a private
Tex}nessee city also exists. club on a hill overlooking
Two of the many sides in the; Birminzham, the former Bir-
- 1 3 RS
case claim al least  oneimincham mayor noted another
eyewitness each. The pmsccu- (hizarre element.
tion claims Charles Q. Stephens, i «qp wiutdn't sm‘prise nie at
a disabled war \etman who'sp » Hanes said when asked if
lived in the dollar-a-day flop- i wepe Jikelv thal he was “set
house the state said Ray w aurd{up by men who plotted King’s
in to kill King. imurder, and in fact was never
In an interview in Birming-ijprended to take the case to
'ham, Ala., Hanes claimed heli .1
chad an eyewitness, “a bomb-| pe theory behind this plot
,sth” whom  he refused toloiin 5 plet. Hanes noted,
| identify. o could be that his sclection-~he
And there is the 1l-vear-cld A

: ionist mayor and
boy, whom Hanes claimed he defendad throe Ku
never heard of, the prosecufion|yyv Klunsmen in the-highway
remains silent about and other'l,yqor of Mrs. Viela Liuzzo—
sources say may fave been fwould make the murder appear
scared into silence. ito be the \\m« ()f white racists.!

The boy supposedly saw a' yumep William Bv‘adi'orc‘.
white man bearing a v JHUD i, in a copyright ceries of
from bushes atop an emban®- piiies in Look magazine based

ot d the RO o . > -

ment that faced the Lorraine ,n  jpropmation from  Ray,
Motel where King wus standing coniends thore was a conspiracy
when he was shot. Behind the .to kill King and 1t\ aim was to
'hmhes, in the same trajectory’youen  oif waves of  racial
from wirdew to haleony, is the yior.co even mere sovere than

window the prosecu-vo .y wiich actually ocousred.
was the ambush *yranss also noted that perhaps
©osaw him on Birminzham
i uud ¢f him In

tion  said

The bay ran to & Semp.
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newspaper, city and state.)
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frequent igure In the CHYS{aY to Hames,” the attor™>F hercr’ Hanes said, pointingio Should have gotten mere and

news media last fall. said. his forchead. “I never. forgetiyp e less. And brother John
Michael Eugene, Ray's Lol o poaiod (0 jly themjanything: times, names, dates,| pay sold his South St. Louis

don sohcn'm', was in Memphis anywhere they wanted.” Hanes places, distances, calibrations—, . oy last week.

for the Tuesday session oliopiq o t1iaq everything in thetit's all up here.”

court. He said in an interviewjy o - TR | Whatever Hanes has, anc

that Ray wrote Hanes and F.| In mid-Octahar, Hanes said, Wherever he  keeps it, Life[jwarchouse full of merchandiso
Lee Reaifley, tho famed qefondert SRR s el
. " ” i

. > beca onvinced Ray was|magazine “wants 1o buy it.jipayments in lien of cash, has

o the Boston Sirangler, a fewj o O e “They offered me  a blank|[Rof yet seid what fis fce is for
days after his arrest June §. Tast minute before the sche.!check” Hanes said. 'this, the biggest case of his life.|
Eugene said Pailey turned o 5\ 0 T The unusual situation of anj Nor has he said where James|
down the case in a transaflantic 77" " =70 o attorney relieved of his dufies! Fal Ray and his brothers|
telephone call. Hanes called Judge W. Preston Baitle of) ; —

. L efense only days ago, ani
also, {0 be oriefed by Eugene, Shelby Cowaty cximinal court O 4EHSE RO G5 RER B0
Hanes said he and his son, Ordered Hanes last Tuesday to éicfe’\r\‘;om'a major magazine
Arthur Jr., 27, took two days off Sive Foreman all his files and,wasj hc;mﬁrmod by Hangs and

Sk fSCUS adertak re research. Hanes was ler; 7% o : o
wirk to discuss undertak ng Pesearcl Hanes was put un(‘ Life. Finally, there is the fake
Ray’s defense. 81,000 bond to enforce the How - Cerald Moore. | )

DA e “» judee’s order on the research | [LOWEVeETr “uera S0 chase of the  white  Mustane

Art and I figured it ou,” JUS WS TSR bpine-Life  bureau  chief infl. - . ©
Hancs  said.  The one-tijie)and also to prevent Hanes from ;Chicavo said “no blank check” 1h-mmmnbxle broadeasl on Mem-
contvact employe for the;talking ahout the case. lwas gfff’:r(:d no specific figure 'phis police radio frequencies I'1

. H o A e e o A . Tt s . ’ - ) © and 2 minutes fter

Central Intelligence Agency and| “T'll let Tennessee keep that|'yantioned, and no contract yet] °0 4 ,E‘;“‘um‘c{’ the
former FBI agent said “oniy$1,000.” Hanes said. He said hesigned ‘“‘\‘}S‘“”;l‘fl ton. The FBI said Ray
; N vob. Y . . . HEEC S . pa N ra 1 . A IS

two groups’ could have donejintonds to ignore parts of thcwI In the meantime Hanes has| Dace Mis getaway in a white

i

. ! . PP
However, Hanes was nol 2iand Jerry, refused to see or I keep my files Tight D| yianes now wonders if he

Percy Foreman, who has a

'

would get the kind of money
{Foreman can command for
isuch a case.

this:  the CIA  and blackjcourf order and ‘still nolflpocome aware of the large M‘u‘l_stg'r?g and at the time of the
militants firanced by Cuba or}jeopardize Ray’s defense. 'sums  often  paid by mass assassination it was thought tﬂg
Red China.” Hanes fell thatt Ray owes Hanes $12,000 in! circulation magazines and forl phony chase was a plot b'?,
only a clandestine organizationjaddition to $30,000 already paidf foreign distribution rights of ac,—.ompnceg to 11;;»9 “Jolli)ce:imi)
with the backing of some him through money Ray made! inside information on sensation- another part of to(;;'n ’ -
government could have accom-ron  Huie's Look magzazine! al cases. » .
‘plished the killing. tarticles. Bul not even payment Ray’s  brothers also  have
The two men scttled on biack, of that would produce the files| become aware of this. The
militants as most likely. They: for Foreman, Hanes said. resuil is some bickering over
took the case. t “I need that $12.0060 like I} who gels how much from which
‘ “However, nothing worked oul"need a hole in the head,” Hanes story in which magazine. The
for the father-son team. Rav'sisaid. friction is thouzht to have
s whed  brothiTs;0onni  Hanes alsn said Alabama lasw contributed to Hanes' troubles
attornay tn keep hisj with Rs thers, who felt! However, police refuss ofiicin
£

allows an 1
case files if the client swilches! Hanos sl

confessed they were :
for the phony chase broadeast,
and did it as a prank.

¥'s brot _
wuld have gotten lessicomment, e
to another attorney without - brother more from ’

paying his bill. He appearzd
determinad his files would not
be 10st, of stolen. ™7 7T
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I g magazine artiele which he
taped shortly before his assasina-
tion, Dr. Martin Luther King said
that dissent was the hope of Amert-
ca and that "the poor and deszpized
of the 20th century will revolution-
ize this era. In our 'arrezance,
lawlessness and ingratitude,' we will
fizht for human justice, brother-
hood, secure peace and abundance
for all," Dr. King said in the article
to bhe yublished in the January _ {Indicate page, name of
Playboy magazine. o = : newspaper, city and state.)
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Judge W, Preston Battlg insisted

that the Trial in Memphis of Janies
Earl Ray on charges of murder in
the death of Dr, Martin Luther King
start on schedule March 3, But in an
unprecedented action he ordered the
public defender's oifice to assign as
many persons as necessary to work
with defeuse attorney Percy Fore-
mar. T
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Familias Mot

To De at Trial

MEMPIIS, Tenn. (AP)—Nei-
ther the family of James Earl
Ray nor that of the late Dr.
sartin Luther King Jr. has ex-
pressed an interest in attending
Ray’s trial. : : (Indicate page, name of

“We have received no re- newspaper, city and state.)
quests from either the famuy of
for seats in the courtronm,”

the defendant or the family of ’
‘ A-5 Herald-Examiner

the deceased for seats in the
courtroom,” said Charles Hol- T.os Angeles, Calif,.

mes, who is handling press rela-
tions for the trial. < ————
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By Associated Press

Two associates of the Jate Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr., agreed
Tuesday that his assassination
was the result of a conspiracy
rather than an unassisted act by
James Earl Ray, who f{aces
trial for the killing.

They differed, however, over
what part Ray may have played
jin the shooting of the Southern
Christian “Leadership~ Confer-
ence head in Mempjs last April
4. :

In  Philadejphia the Rev.
James L. Be 1 SCLC direc-
tor, expressed doubt that Ray
had either the mental or physi-
cal competence to have carried
oul the assassination.

“We've allowed King to ‘be
killed under the guise of law

asserted.

Bevel, who previously offered
fpactasa lawyer for Rav in hlb
fmtncmm g mal has bcen

e O e L2
tha ";;m/('*s ’ﬁ' (T \/-zr“/“,-’-
,/1 g‘}:,‘, Sh g b T b

and order and now we’re going!
to ailow Ray to be lynched un-!
der the guise of justice,” Bevel

g

P ©
1-/’ / xr’ﬂ(‘“!r\ Ay o
2d Serd LlrW\,J;e : b,‘“;[y"

balked hy lack of a license from
the Tennessee Bar Association
to practice law inthe state. He
told a news conference
planned a court appeal.

Later, in Atlanta,
Ralph

p1 esident, said he stands behind
Bevel’s ofler to help defend Ray
but does not necessarily feel;
that Ray was innocent of firing’
the fatal shot.

“I felt that Mr. Bevel was
merely seeking to state what I
have said, that more than one
person is Umlty in the death of
Martin Luther King,”” Aber-
nathy told an intarviewer.

“I do not believe he was say-
ing that \1r Ray did not pull the

mﬂg,el —

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

A-8 Herald-Examiner
Los Angeles, Calif.

Date: 1/29/69
Edition: Night Final

Author: )
cditor: Donald Goodenow

Title: Mur'kin

Character:

or

Classification: LA )-l»LP'157LL

Submitting Office: LO S Angele S

D Being Investigated




FD-350 (Rev, 7-16-63)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

I,
Sgls C U5

shtd
BY

ing Delief !"e Thinks

in (lling of Br King

JACK NELSON

Tlfﬂuij‘a” Writer . a e

ATL X"TA — ’The
1

said Tuesday
‘no ewdence y night
“acquit James Lcu ha) of
‘the murder of Dr. Martin
- Luther King,

Embarrassed by reports
that he and an aide x)e'x°\e
"Ray is innocent, 2Mr. Aber-
nat‘lv called a p1' 5 COll-

«ference here to clarify his
- position.

He told newsmen that a
staternent issued in his
name Thursday was par-
tlaﬂv erroneous and that

reports had
preted  his i
‘Uon and tnat of the S
“ern Charistian Leade
Conference.

He said he was spac
for SCLC, and emphasiZzed
that the ne\ Jame; £evel
“of Philadel

“speak for tne 0rg

Mr. Beve
SCLC's nor mol
action progr nm
issue of Ray's
n n 0 Cerce recently

Ray a teiegram

know that you ave 10t
cguilty" AMr. Bevel later
.told newsmen he had
. ~evidenge that would free”
e .

: cipat d

_releaze of a

naie—that Rav
. iire the fatal shot.

Tells of Error
Abernathy,

.

e
AMr. vaca-

ftiomn"' at the time in the

Virgin Islands, later parti-
in a conference
.telephone call with Mr.

evel and other officials

.at SCLC headquarters |

here, and authorized the
statement

endorsing My, Bevel's tele-

|
- gram, |

But he said Tuesday that
an "error" caused by poor
communications resulted |

in the endorsement of that

part of the telegram which
claimed Ray was not guil- '
Ly. i
He stressed that he still !
believes "white racism"

~was the actual cause of Dr.

I{im'a ceath tt he said
he 1 —and
behe»e: ML. a-@l has
did not

O

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

Jmnathv and Mr.
wereg at {le

Mr.
b\,\(,l hOth
Torraine Motel in
phis when Dr. King was
killed just outsule Inis
room on April -, 106

In answer to newsmen's
questions, Mr, Abernathy
ga‘d thzt in his opinion
more than
participated in the crime.
He said he had no
evidence to support the
theory, but added that

Mem- .

black leaders in Memphis -

had relayed to him infor-

support it:
‘He said:

'

“mation that, if true, could -

—Two Negro policemen '
who patrolled a beat in the -

«<rea where Dr, King was
shot by a snipar received
threatening telephone
calls.and were ordered out
of the arez hy their superi-
ors chomv before the as-
sassination. oo

~—Tvwo Negro firemen at
& station in the neighbor-
hood also left their sta-
tions on orders of their
superiors just buom the
killing.

—False information
about an alleged auto
chase was broa ucect from
the AMemphis police sta-
tion at the tl..‘e police

“were trying to locate the

car dm en by Dr. King's
killer.

oaa®

one person ,

|
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Bevel Doubts Ray's

Comndtznce to Hili
PHILADELPHIA

The Rev. James L. Bfve

think James Earl Ja;

cither the mental or physi-

cal ability to assassinate

Dr. Martin Luther King.
And Mr. Bevel also said

PR e e (Indicate page, name of
in a news conference he is : ' newspaper, city and state.)
willing to {ake his fight to
defend Ray to the courts.

Ray would not he able to I-6 Los Angeles Times

plot the murder of the Los Angeles, Calif.
civil rights leader, or di-
rect the bullet more than
100 yards, Mr. Bevel said
at a news conference,

He would not say,
however, whether his
planned defense is to try
to prove Ray physically |
innocent’ or moraily and
socially without guitf, ™™
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s from a Staéf erhr

. ., Ray, Mr. Bevel Sald "I
“would like to inform you

J&més Eaﬂ Ray should
;not be a "scapegoat" in the.
assassination of Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King. ™ .

Mr. Abernathy endorsed
an earlier statemen,

~ that I would be very

happy to take your case
without fee. I was present
at the Lorraine Motel
when Dr. King was killed.

:You have been charged
with murdering him. Of
course, I know that you

--are not guilty."

"not gullty :

But an aile who 1ssued
the Abernathy statement
emphasized that neither
minister had said that Ray,
who is charged with mur-
der in the assassination,
did not actually shoot Dr.
King.

What both men are
trying to do, according to
Tom Offenburger public
relations director of the
Southern Christian Lead-
ership Conference, is to
emphasize that the ques-
tion of guilt goes far
beyond the matter of who
pulled the trigger.

Mr. Bevel has offered to
help defend Ray, who is
scheduled to be tried in
Memphis March 3.
Whatever the value of the
offer, Ray's attorney. Per-
¢y Foreman, already has

.CO?MM r. Bevel.
'+ Ina recent telegram to

At a press conference
later Mr. Bevel was quot-
ed as saying he had
"evidence that would free"
Ray, but Offenburger says
Mr.  Bevel contends "he
was misquoted or what he
said was misinterpreted.”

Mr. Bevel apparently
initiated a conference tele-
phone call Thursday to
Mr. Abernathy in the Vir-
gin Islands, where he is
vacationing, and to SCLC
staff members in Atlanta.

During the conference
they discussed the Bevel
telegram and agreed that
the SCLC should conduct
a vigorous campaign to see
that American racism is
properly blamed for the
agsassination. To further
that objective Mr. Aber-
nathy, who succeeded Dr.
King as president of
SCLC, authorized . Offen-
burger to issue a state-

. ment supportin, r. Be-
vel's views. -
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Associated Press Writer

PHILADELPHIA (AP)
ranking figure in the Southern
Christian - Leadership Confer-
ence (SCLC) refused Sunday to
elaborate on evidence he claims
could free Dr. Martin Luther ,
King’s accused assassin. f{'_

“] have evidence that p
free him,” the
el said at a news confepence. I
Wwont discuss fhe spffcific evi-
dence now because, it wouldn’t
he bensticial to.James Earl
Ray. But, he’s not guilty.”
The director of SCLC's non-vi-

olent education and direct ac- -

tion program, sent a telegram
Saturday to Ray in Memphis,
Tenn., which read:

“I would like to inform you
that T would be very happy to
take your case without fee.
T was present cn April 4 at the

'-‘:;'!:-r’}/ﬁﬁ;.w
3 t‘:'ﬂ\;fjlf‘* Nl

o 1

man sitting here that she ;mn’r_

be here. S

Ray is scheduled to go on {rial

March 3 in DMemphis on a
charge of murdoar.

SIF he (Ray) decides not -to
take my services, that's his
choice,” Bevel said. “I would
continue to be very good and
warm to him. I wouldnt b
against him.”

Bevel is not a member of f
bar, but a lawyer “by c1-cum
stances.” The native of Itta

Bena, Miss., said he was quui '

fied to defend Ray because of
fhe. legal experience oamcrl

ing several civil rights’ cases 'n
l‘IlSSlelp[ﬁ _
Pubhc Delender Huvh Slantun
—Associated Press Wirephoto n Memphis has xefuaed to react
REV. JAMES BEVEL to the telegram as has Ray’s at-
Offers to c‘zefedc‘. Rav tornev, Percy Foreman of Hous-
v ton. . LT

King was cut down by a sni-

Lorraine Motel when Dr. Kingjy OUDS. A ;
dAOdm:, "b,O ,e b f ceused f\ecro groups, said he did netipers byllet while leading  »
led—yeu have been accused olivolunteer his information seoner|strike by Memphis Uarbage col-

murdering him. Of
know you are not guilty.”
The 32-year-cld civil rights ad-

course, I'necause of the shock immedi-lectors last spring.
ately following King’s slaying.

¢ His accused assassin was nb-
I hadn’t prepared to be re-'sequently arrvested in London

vocate and former laison offi- sponsive to him,” Bevel said.following an intensive m rnum

cei‘“‘oeiyw@éh SCLC and militant{’

But then I thought, ‘Here's ajand extradited to Tempals.
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s Evidence fo Free Accused
Rcv James Devel Otfers help

PHILADELPHIA (#—A
ranking figure in the
Southern Christian Lead-
ership Conference said
Sunday he had evidence
he claimed could free Dr.
Martin Luther King's ac-
cused assassin, but he
refused to elaborale

"I have evijdence that
would free hjfn," the Rev.
James Beyel said at a
news copference. "I won't
discuss the specific
evidence now because it
wouldn't be beneficial to
James Earl Ray. But he's
not guilty."

The director of SCLC's
nonviolent education and
direct action program, Mr.
Bevel sent a telegram
Saturday to Ray in Mem-
phis, which read:

'T would like to inform
you that I would be very
happy to take your case
without fee. T was present
on April 4 at the Lorraine
Motel when Dr. Xing died
—you have been accused
of murdering him. Of
course, I know you are not
guilty."

.The 32-year-old civil
“r10hfs advocate and for-

mer laison officer be-
tween SCLC and militant
Negro groups, said he did
not volunteer his informa-
tion sooner because of the
shock immediately after
Dr. King's slaying.

"I hadn't prepared to he
responsive to him," Mr. Be-
vel said. "But then 1
thought, '"Here's a man sit-
ting here that shouldn't be
here.!'"

Ray is scheduled to go
on trial March 3 in Mem-
phis on a charge of mui-
der.

"If he (Ray) decides not
to take my services, that's
his choice," Mr. Bevel said.
"I would continue to be
very good and warm to

him. I wouldn't be against !

him."
Not Member of Bar

Mr. Bevel is not a mem-

her of the bar, but a lawyer
"by circumstances.” He
said he was qualified {o de-
fend Ray because of the
legal experience he gained
while representing him-
self in several civil rights
cases in Mississippi.
Public Defender Hugh
Stanton in Memphis has

refused to reacﬁ oTne .

< s
telegram as has hpy‘]e :
Percy Foxeman .

attorney,
of Houston.

Dr. King was killed by a

sniper's bullet while in

Memphis last spring to 2i7 :
a strike by garbage collec- -

tors.

His accused assassin was |
subsequently arrested in |
London after an intensive |
manhunt and extradited

to Memphis.

Asked why he waited so™
long to announce that he
Bevel
said it was not until now -
that he felt he "had

had evidence, Mr.

enough evidence ...

enough to come to the-
about Ray's

conclusion"
innocence.

He said that when Dr. -
King was shot last April, -

he was standing_ "on the

; ground" outside the motel,
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ATLANTA--An inhis
sioned plea that the life of
the killer of Dr. MMartin
Luther XKing he spared
and that Dr. King's birth-
day—Jan. 15—be declared
a national holiday were
made here Wednesday at
ceremonies
ing the civil rights leader's
40th biz'ihda}. '

br. King's
parents nodded agreement
as the Rev. Ralph David
Abernathy, Dr. I{ing’é stie-
cessor as pieside
Southern Christian Lead-
ership Conference, urged
"the {forces of ;
throughout
exeri their total influence
in seeing

¢ James Earl
whoever is prove
pulled the trigger that
felled our sainted and
beloved leader, is spared.”

Ray, 40, accused of as-
gassinating Dr. King in
Memphis last April 4, is
scheduled to go on trial for
murder here on March 3.

the

- Unusual Memorial
Prior to the
Eberncezer Baptist
Church, where Mr. Absz-
nathy wo'm . an unusual
memorial proaram to Dr.
King ux‘r*ﬁlmu in the Geor-
gia S*""* Senato wheve the
lev. \Ta* tin Luther King
91 an sever al civil rights
Jreecived [

sories at

commemaorat--

vidow and

nt of the .
goodwill
Iand to
to it that the life

Ray, or
1 to have |

. development

wrn s

’th two Black momlms

of the Hl-mon senate-+-
Leroy Johnson and Hor-
ace Ward—purticipoted i
the briel program. Iixcept
for one
member (Roy Noble) who
walked out, the
listencd attentivaly

de quoted from Dr,
King

mareh on Washington and
Johnson introduced to the
senators Rev, King Srg
Yosa Parks of Detroit,
who sparked the 1935
Montgomery bus boycott
that pxo.y’llcr’ Dr. King
civil rights leadership; thn
Rev., Wa lte r Fauntroy,
vice mayor of Washington
and head of SCLC's office
thore, and scveral African
officials.

Aids Groundbreaking

The visitors were

y comed by Lt Gov.,
i T. Smith, who later

ci;x.tod in around- ‘rﬂm\—
iny coremonies for the 320
millien Martin Luther
King Jji. Village, a
community and :
sponsored by
SCLC and the Fhencezer
Baptist Cho 5
__constructed urder t
tlondl Housing Act..

the Na-

segiegationist

senate |

g famous "I ITave &
Dr eml" speech at the 1963

partls

It will be'!

i

- King Ji

“than that of

Farlicr Monday,
Ucretta King, Dr. King's
widow, told a press confer-
ence that a Martin Luther
Meworial Center
will he developed in Atlan-
ta around twe locations -«
the Auburn Ave. area of
the Eheneezer Church and
the house where he was
born two blocks away, and
the area of Atlanta Uni-
versity, where he was
graduated from More-
house Collese.

Mrs, hmt: estimated the’
Yotal cost at between 825
0 $40 million and <d]d the

monsy  would he 131*6&
{hrough foundations and
private and corporate do-
nations.

The retmains of Dr. King
now in Southview Cemete-
ry, will he permanently
intevred  in a memortal.
])I"\'k that will be part of
the Auburn Ave, develop-
ment, <he said,

Almost 1,000 pcz'.;mm
cramacd inte the Ebenec
zov Church and
2,009 gtood outs
T an"#hnex and listen

to Monday's program over
loudspeakers. Dr. King
was ¢o-pastor of the
church at the time of his
deatn. - '

Actor Harry Belalonie, a
Iongime friend of th
Kings and a board mem-
ber of SCLC, sat in the
front row peszide the wi-
dow and her four children.
He applauded Mr. Aber-
mmv czll for sparing the
life of Dr. King's killer.

Mr, Aberng thy said it
would be "need‘ 8 to kill
one man for the sin {
millions, For us to kiil ,,ul
of thoss who are teuly
guiliy of tal-:ind Du. Kinz's

mass nmzm'
ing ahn

narpLivat-
c-ti.‘j(lty no Juzs
Addolf Hitler®
Exeeyting (he Xiller
\”Ol i r‘n'. ceal with our
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.najor Tiroblem, only with + added, "we're just sayin',

the symptom of our profi=
lem," Mr, Abernathy said,
adding that the real prob-
lem is that the nation has
"eoncentrated on violence
and we are saturated with
hate.” _ .
Mr.  Abernathy noted
- that no day is set aside in’
" the United States to honor.
a black man and he saiil

-Jan. 15 a legal holiday,
could help blacks by "enl
riching our heritage in

America - and  strengthen-

ing our faith in the demo-
cratic svstem.”

U.S. Rep. John Convers
Jr. (D-Mich.), a Negro,
said that last year he had
93 sponsors for a hill
declaring the day a holi-
day and that he is again
sponsoring the legislation
~and has found increased
. support for it. -

"Sacred Ioliday"

Cleveland Robinson of
New York, president of
the Negro American La-
bor Council, said, "It
“should be a sacred holiday
“in the sense and for the
purpose that we are here
todayv." o

"We don't want anvone
o believe we haone. Con-
- gress_ will do thi

"‘Ehat Congress, by making

"

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

TS black people in Ameri-
ca just ain't gonna work
on that day anymore."
The remark prompted a
standing ovation. Except
for ity lone Negro member,
who stood and applauded,
members of the Georgia
Tech Glee Club, who parti-
cipated in the program,
remained seated. ’
Theodore Hibbler, an
elderly sanitation worker
rom  Memphis, recalled
that Dr. King was in that
city to  give sanitation
workers leadership in
theiv drive for belter

working conditions when
TEam - QT R, TSR

. he wus assassinated.

"We'll never forget his
JJeadership,” Hibbler said.
. "He gave his life for whe
_some people would call the

,least of Memphis, which is.

_ the sanitation workers." ©
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Ray Biographer Seized

court warrant Friday after
testifying before the Shel-
‘'by County Grand Jury.
Ray is charged with mur-
‘dering Dr. Martin Luther
King last April. =~
Huie, who claims know-

‘ledge of a conspiracy in
the King slaying, had been

directed to appear before |

the grand jury and tell all
he knows about the case.
He was with the grand
jury two hours and 40
minutes.

The warrant was issued
by Judge W. Preston
Battle, who will try Ray
when he goes to trial
March 3. The contempt.
citation, issued in connec-
tion with magazine ar-
ticles Huie wrote, was
based on Huie's alleged
violation of a strict no
pretrial publicity order is-
sued by Judge Battle,

Huie was released after
postlng $1,000 bond.

Huie's articles on Ray, in
which he said Dr. King's
‘death was the outgrowth
of a conspiracy, appeared

.magazine.

rport dly pald_‘%

t Warrant

to $35,000 for the material
he used in writing them.

Battletalso turned down
a defense motion that
Huie be allowed to meet
privately with Ray in his
jail cell.

The judge said he was
convinced the Look ar-
ticles have "caused {tre-
mendous damage" to the
Ray trial and would ren-
der it difficult ta.ehtain g
jury "within a reasonable

tlme T T,

"In hght of what has
happened ‘in the past, I
don't trust Mr. Huie not to
violate those orders again
in the future when he

" feels like it," Battle said.

Battle also denied a
motion that Ray be photo-
graphed in his cell for a
magazine.

Percy Foreman, Ray's
lawyer, had said money
gained from the sale of
such photos would go to-
ward paying for Ray's
defense. But Battle said
making pictures available
on an exclusive basis

‘;l]llq Jbe "desecrating the
emple of Justlce b
Before going be%
Fity, Huie told newsmen
he could name others he

said were involved in Dr.
King's slaying, but pro-

bably wouldn't do so beor

fore the grand jury:
*T can't name people
who 1 think may be lnf

been made availinetowhe
FBI and the state’ of
Tennessee.”

Judge Battle has cited
several. .gthers fanxiglat-
ing hlS no—pubhclty edict.

volved until they are ar-
résted. T could be sued for
libel," said the author,

"I am not in the law
enforcement business,*

Huie said. "The only infor-,

matxon I have is informa-
-t janegiven me by James
y All of 1t has
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MEMPHIS (8 — William
Bradford Huie, biographer
of James Karl Ray, was
arrested gnh a contempt of
court wAﬂran’c Friday after
testifying before the Shel-
by County Grand Jury.
Ray is charged with mur-
dering Dr. Martin Luther
King last April.

Huie, who claims know-
ledge of a conspiracy in

the King slaying, had been *
directed to appear before

the grand jury and tell all
he knows about the case.
He was with the grand
jury two hours and 40
minutes,

The warrant was issued
by Judge W. Preston
Battle, who will try Ray
when he goes to trial
March 3. The contempt
citation, issued in connec-
tion with magazine ar-
ticles Huie wrote, was
based on Huie's alleged

violation of a strict no.

pretrial publicity order is-
sued by Judge Battle,
Hule weas released after
posting $1,000 bond. -
Huie's articles on Ray, in
vhich he said Dr. Ming's
death was the ouigrowth
of a_conspiracy, appeared
in_ Look  magazine, He
lerpnrtn'dy pald Ray™ ap’

to. 833,000 for the material
he used in writing them.

Battle also tumed down
a defense motion that
Huie be allowed to meet
privately with Ray in his
jait cell.

The judge said he was
convinced the Look ar-
ticles have "caused tre-
mendous damage" to the
Ray trial and would ren-
der 1t difficult to obtam a
va \\ 1thm a réasEnans

“lerigth of time."

C"In light of what has
happencd in the past, I
don't trust 3Ir. Huie not to
violate those orders again
in the future when he
feels like it," Battle said.

Batlle also denied a
motion that Ray be photo-
graphed in his cell for a
magazine.

Percy Foreman, Ray's
lawyer, had said money
gained from the sale of
such photo:, would go to-
ward paying for Rays
defense. But Battle said
making pictures available
on an exclusive basis
would be "desecrating the
temple of justice.”

Before going before the
jury, Hule told newsmen
he could name others he
said were involved in Dr.
King's slaying, but pro-
baby wouldn't do so be-
fore the grand jury.

"I can't name _peoanle,
who I think may" be in-

volved until they are ar—
T rested. T could be sued for
libel,” caid the author.

"I am not in the law
enforcement business,”
Huie said. "The only infor-
mation I have is infcrma-
tion given me by James
Earl Lay All of it has
“been made available 16 the -
¥FBI and the state of

Tennessee.
Judge Battle has cited
SC\CIHI others for violat.

1nD h1>, ncrpubhclty edict.

b
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MEMPHIS-—The trial
ll.ni Ray, the acevnaed a :
Martin Luther King, may |
nigshed within fwoe dayvs next week,

A sowrce close to the procecdings
gaid Ray would picad guilty Mon-
day, his attorney would seck a 99~
vear sentence for Ray to escape the
risk of a death penally end a juvy
would be imipaneled {fov an abbrovi-
ated trial to hear some state
evidence and  officially set  the
sentence

The source gxid the state altormey

werel's office here "ha;;\ alrcady
reed to the guilly plea and a 09-
ar sentence. There »re 2 lot of
tipulations and Ray may nol he
ble to back oul even il he wanted Lo
by Monday," he added.

Some obsen crs here believed that
there could be a change belween
now and Monday, particularly if the
state becomes alarmed al public
criticism.

But the sehedule ol evei
weak was 'rch.ncu by a ¢
has been (lm to both Rey
attorpey, Texas lawyer Foic
ma

Foreman asked Judge W, Preston

gen
o
l=]
Q¢

8
Y
S
a

NEREN

ERYIN ‘umm\
Ray e pres
there was no (‘:17"5 :
tion co 1((11
Viere the pa
H(‘l\u)u 1411
reminding new cmen
allowed to comment o

The sovrce said
evidence surrown nﬁnq‘ (hc E
tion, including &
assagsinalion ¢
FBI, may he :
hearing Monday. He suid
evidence on band would bhe
bullet that killed Di; King heve laszt
April 4 and & pair of hinc"'w‘«u'"‘ and
a rifle {vaced 1(\ Ray by the VR

If Ray docs plead gui 1‘ 1]
does "(‘L a 99& ear
would he cligible for ¢
serves half 1}16 terin,
Migzeurd, however, has
ranl of arrest chargi
escaping for the state
there.

‘Ray has brf-n held
(‘,‘c;um} Jail here '01’
monihs under supe
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undey gupei-sccurily pre-
‘caulions. He was captured
in the London Airport last
June 8§ and returned fo
Mermphis where a grand
_Jury charged him in an
indictment t
gree murder.

One hitch in the various
reports concerning Ray!

LAYy S

hearing Monday is that ho
is noted for ¢hanging his

mind and his proclivity to
practice law with his at-
torney. There was the
possibility he might he in
diszgreement wilh Fore-
man and fire him Monday
instead of following the
altorney's course .of ac-
tion. Ray has alveady fived
one of his atla .

"It was Percy's decision
(to enter a guilty plea),”
the cource gaid.

Under Tenncssee law in
capitel cases, a jury must
be impaneled after the
guilty plea is enteved. The
jurors will then hear from
three or four stule witnes-
ces, the souree gaid, Then

with  first-de-.

relurn fo officially sci the
sentence. ot
Karlier, when they are
selected each will be asked
if he agrees (o go along
with. the court's rccom-
menaation of the 9%-year
senteiice and the accep-
tance of the guilty plea. If
a juror does not, he can e
dismissed. And if the jury
deliberates and then
comes out with a sentence
or finding other than that
discassed during the trial,
the judge could dismiss
the jury and go through
the whole process again.
Somie  observers here
said Poreman, in planning
lo enter a guilly plea for
Ray, was taking into
consideration the mass of
physical cvidence _azainst
the accused assassin,
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MENPHIS, March 9—A spe-
cial court hearing for James
Earl Ray, accused m’ assassinat-
ing the Rev. Dr. Martip Luther
King Jr., remained scheduled
for tomorrow after a series of
unusual meetings in the Mem- (Indicate page, name of
cﬂllb (‘Ol'llf 10use 10“10}1' e newspaper, city and state.)
Cirewit Judge WP Feston Bat,
tic came lo the cowrthouse early

wrnight after Ray had mel for
ith b A=) Herald-Txaminer

more  than  an  hour with bis
attorney, Percy Foreman, amid! Los Angeles, falif,

reports Ihat Ray had had scc-
end thoughts about pleading
guilly to King's muvder.

The judge stayed about 30

WIRGLES and would Hol Tuinien!
when he left. In the courthouse
at the same time were Forema::
and a prosecutor, P.M. Canale.
Tomorirow's c¢ourt hearing
was sclieduled at Foreman’'s ro
quest. who had asked that Ra:
be preseunt. Sources said tha:
Ray had agreed to plead guilty
and 1o accept a 89-year sentence
for the slaying of the civil- ut’hn
leader.

Last night there was an indi-
cation that Ray had changed hi-
mind and was contemplatine
fiving Foreman as his attorney.

As this report gained streng! ‘ Date: 3/10/69

today, Foreman flew to Me Edition: "I1ght Tingl

phis from Houston, his homn Author:

and met with Ray in his jo dior: - Don=21d Goodenow
Gu— " ——— s Title: Murkin

Character:

or
Classification: I_::A_ !l.Ll"-’
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( ’onsplracy
"YORK  (®—Willi-

am - Bradford Huie;. bio-.;
“grapher. of James :Earl %

.Ra,}{, said Tuesday he now

ubts that the death of
+ Martin' Luthér King'.

was.tha result of f a_con-
spiracy. -

.. Huig; . who mterwewed
;- iy - aft,er hls ‘capture and
"wrote a series of magazine
ax'ncles hinting at a con-
spxracy,( :said in .a ‘televi-
sion’ .interview .that he

concluded early. this YEAL. timuing drama in h1s life," e

that Ray made the déci-
sion to kill Dr. King
hlmself

Ray pleaded guilty to
the murder of Dr. King in
a Memphis, Tenn., court-
room Monday but declared
he did not accept the con-
clusion that there was no
conspiracy.

"What Ray meant in t}
courtroom yesterday ... .
he"?rg’g‘rea' i

to point out t_ ¢

¢

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

. he, was pleadmg guilty of
Tiring the shot: 'BMS )

ins1stmg that there was'a
.great (feal else and that'he
had assistanee," éﬁwe ‘said.

-Although he has now'

concluded hat Rafy him.
self made the* dec‘fsmn*‘to
kill Dr, King, Huie added,
"But I do not know tlns
and Ray insists otherwise.
Ray has a strange mind
and a sharp one.

"He takes great satisfac-
tion out of the fact that we
still have doubts. That we
still have  unanswered
questions. He wants con-

Huie said.

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)
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Doubts Conspiracy
NEW YORK (B—Willi-
am Bradford Huie, bio-
grapher of James Iarl
Ray, said Tuesday he now

Dr. Martin Luther King
was the result of a con-,
. \pnacv ‘ "'
- ——— -————
Huie, who interviewed
Ray after his capture and
wrote a series of magazine
articles hinting at a con-
spiracy, said in a televi-
sion interview that he
concluded early this vear
that Ray made the d&c
ston to kill Dr. King
himself.

Ray pleaded guilty to
the murder of Dr, King in
a Memphis, Tenn., court-
room Monday but declared
he did not accept the con-
clusion that there was no
conspiracy.

I "What Ray meant in the
rCOUlthOLn yes tel(la\

fie tried to point Gut that

Biographer of Ray .__

doubts that the death of

(Mounf Clipping in Space Below)

r

he uas p eadmg guilty of
fiving the shot. But he was
insisting that there was a
great deal else and that he
vhad assistance," Huie said,

Although  he has now
concluded that Ruy him-
self made the decision to
kill Dr. King, Huic added,
S"But T do not know this
and Ray insists otherwise.
Ray has a strange mind
and a sharp one.

"He takes great satisface-
tion out of the fact that we
still have doubts. That we
still have unanswered
questions. He wants con-
tingting drama in his life,"
Huie said. e

”
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“We find no evidence of conspiracy in the sentencing

of James Earl Ray.”
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(Juestions

ISSUE: The sudden end of the Dr. King assas-
sination trial leaves many doubts unresolved.
What should be done to clarify matters?

The deal between the prosecution and
the defense which permitted James Earl
Ray to plead guilty to the murder of Dr.

- Martin Luther King Jr. and receive a
sentence:of 99 years may have served the
interests of justice and the requirements of
the law. But did it serve the public
interest? : '

Quite clearly the assassination of Dr.
King last April did not constitute simply
another homicide case, to be treated
routinely even to the point of a presen-
tence understanding between prosecution
and defense. Too much interest and doubt

revolve around the murder for that.

AN

“Certainly it would have been preferable
if a normal adversary proceeding had run
its course, with witnesses called, evidence
presented and cross-examination allowed.
The reason would not have been io
determine Ray's guilt, which seems plainly
“established. The reason, rather, would

About the Ray Case

have been to throw as much light as
possible on the question of whether a
conspiracy existed in the assassination.

The Shelby County prosccutor and the
Justice Department, after extensive inves-
tigation, say they found no evidence
suggesting a conspiracy. Beliefs to the
contrary nonetheless remain, even though
these beliefs appear to be entirely intui-
tive. A full trial would have gone far to
resolve many doubts.

The prosecution in the Ray case collected
thousands of pages of information which,
reportedly in minute detail, answer many
outsianding questions: about.how Ray got
his money (purportedly by smuggling and
bank robbery); his attitudes toward
Negroes; his travels and associates.

The " prosecution's evidence should be
made fully available to the public so that
matters now obscure or in dispute might
be clarified. This will not take the place of
an open adversary proceeding, but at least
it will do something to make up for the
unfortunate way in which the Ray case
was so suddenly terminated, -
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