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.. -. St_atr, Penitentiary about a ycai: 
before the a,,sassinaiion, apparcntlJl 
had livccl off funds san'cl while i11 
prison and obt:iined through rob-

BY JACK NELSON and 
NICHOLAS C. cnrnss 

Times StJff \'/rit,rs 

J\JE~lPHIS -- James Earl Ray 
pleaded guilty lllo11day to the sniper 
slaying of Dr. Martin Luther King 
last April and 1•.-as sentenced to a 99-
year terrn in prison. The sentencing 

berie::< and smuggling. 
'I'hat answered two major ques­

tions rais•~d by skeptics of the one­
man crime theory. BuL Ray himself 
gave skeptics another arguin6 point 
by rising during the proceedings to 
say that he would not agree there 
was no conspiraey. 

Canale said Ray's chief counsel, 
famed Houston lawyer Percy Fore­
man, came to him Feb. 21 and said 
Ray was ready to change his plea 
from innocent to guilty in exchange 
for not getting a death sentence . . came on Hay's 11st birthd2y. 

His change of plea from innocent No Parole for 30 Years 
brought an unexpectedly sudden Canale agreed, provided that Ray 
end to the case and sawcl him from would recci...-e a 99-year sentence, 
a possihlc clec;th sentence. His under which he cannot be consi­
capture ancl trial fe,ilov.-ed a massive dered for parole for 30 years. 
im·estigation and manhunt that In Nashville, prison authorities 
began on .April 4, l9G8, when the said Ray ,voulcl be housed in an 
civil ri;I1ts leader was fatally shot isolated cell in the maximum securi­
while standing on the balcony of a ty building. 
motel here. An all-male jury of 10 ,vhites and 2 

The entire court prneeedings Mon- Negroes, impaneled only after each 
day, which included empaneling a juror agreed to abide by the court's 
jury as a technicality to hear a decision to accept the plea and 99-
resume of the state's case, took only year sentence, heard Foreman say 
two hours and 37 minutes. that he cross-examined his client for 

The brief t:·ial also touched on a more than 50 hours before agreeing 
major question in the entire investi- with fonner U.S. Atty. Gen. Ramsey 
gation and search for Dr. King's Clar~:: and li'BI director J. Edgar 
killers-whether it w;:;.s part of a Hoover that no conspiracy was 
conspiracy. involved. 

"No Evidence of Conspiracy" Earlier, Ray had sat quietly, 
staring vacantly, 3greeing ,vith va­

The judge and attorneys for both rious stipulations of evidence and 
sides em Ph as i zed at Monday's with a series of questions from 
proceedings that there was no J 1 w p I 1 b . f . . , uc ge . reston 3att,e a out 
evidence o. a consp1rac~· 111 tne case, whether he was p1eading guilty 
but ~ay sai~"h\ c~ulcln_ t agree. ,:_ _ ___;,Jl;,untarily and understood his 

Chief pro;:,cCU ,_Oc Phil ;\I, Canale rio-hts .. --~--.. 
later told newsmen that racial O 

• 

hatred was the motive. He sc1id that 
}la:V,-\Vnt.i'hacl escap2cl from ::\Iissouri 
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,: But later Hay quir]:(ly_ ___ '.'\es, sir," H'.iy rcplitd:-·--:1--::'.),Weve~·, ., al \~~~..'.;_n.., ~ 
'a): 0 s C- a11cl, in a hi bn· h ·j he prnsccut10n put on J)l O·,CCULOl hO,JCl t .IJ\\) Cl 

several witnesses to o;-;t;tb- 1olrl a reporter the state 
,})itched, nasal voice, said: Jish the killing and link hacl r,onsiclcrablc C\idcnce 
:"Your Honor, I would like Hav to the crime then th:1t R,1y was a rcic1sf. 1-1e 
'to say something. I don't as~:'ist,,nt µ r o s c ~ u tor rnacle his_ anti-Ncgr? views 
,vai1t to change anything .fames C. Heasley read a known 111 bc1rs m Los 

lengthy 11anative of proof ;\ n gel e_s an c.l 'Canada, 
t11ett I have saicl, but I just he said 1.lic stale would Dwyer said, and once was 
;want to enter one other. have Jn·ocli..icccl · hacl the s~1spectccl of assault!ng a 
;thihg. The only thing Ij c;:ise gollc to trial. N_e$ro \:'ho w~s dat:.ng a 
ha,·c to say is that 1 can't. Hay stipul:tlccl (agrcrcl \\ lute \\ oman m Lo 0 An-

geles. 
'.agree with :Mr. Clark." • t~) th? prnof whieh, sn arccl He s a i cl th c r c was 
; ',F o j: em an: "Ramsey 111.111 m a ~t_ron:; \:·cb nf evidence that Ray had 
'Cl-ii·k" . . c 1 rcurnslant1al e\·1cll'ncc, persuaded at least two 
,_: \ • ct . , • 11 , .• 

1 ii_1dudi_ng testimony pul- L A 
... ·.J t?1

11
d b c B ct l l l c. r-Il. tmg him at the scene of persons in os ~'-1.ngelcs to 

-.\·11cJ J·oin Geor0•Je C. \Vallcice's ,, .· . · the crime and several 
>Ray: 1fMr.J._J<:_c1gcJr fingerprints and other American lnclepcnclcnt 

Hoover, l agree with all evidence linking bim to Party last year and that 
1hese stipulations, and I'm the scene, the murder while serving a prison 
riot trying to change any- weapon and other Heri1s of term at Leavenworth, 

·thfng." ·· - evidence. , Kan., Ray refused to work 
J 1 "Y 1 't on a farm because he 

, uclge Batt e: ou con Canale, who hacl planned ,voulcl haYe to work ,vith 
abQ'ree with whose theo- to ask for the cleath penal- Negro prisoners. 
ries? 11 

• ty if the trial hacl been 
R "!II c l , 1J Dwyer said, 11 Like Sir-

ay: 1 · r. ana es, 1 r. held, told 2,, reporter he did ; han Sirhan and Lee Har-
Clark's and :i\Ir. J. Edgar not see how the state 
Hoover's about the con- could han: fared better : vcy Oswald, he was psy-
spiracy. I don't want to than the guilty·· plea and chotic and wanted rccog-

d h . h I nilion. He was a loner. We ad somet mg on t at sentence, noting that Ten-
haven't aireccl to in the ne.ssee had r.ot elcctrocut- studied his psychiatric re-. 

Ports from rJrison." 
past." eel anyone since 18GO and 1 

Foreman: "I think, that no one from Shelby Coun- The fiery prosecutor, 
what he said is that he ty (Memphis) since rn-18. who led the state's case in 
doesn't agree that Ramsey He ~aicl he cousulted several preliminary hear­
Clark is right, or th;,t J. Xegro leaders ancl reprc- ings before :Monday, said 
Edgar Hoonr is right. I .c:cntativcs of :;\Trs. Coretta he thought Ray decided on 
didn't a r g u c that as King, widow of the rights the plea "bccau.sc he \vas 

·ct · th' 1 d b f · afraid he \vould get. the evi ence m 1s c~se .. ·[•_ea er . e ore agree1n; to death . sentence and b8 you are not reqmrecl to.l the gu1lty pka. They 011-
agree with it all." ·.-----··----------. -- politicked right to the 

. . , · . . \>oscd the death penal(; chair." · 
Position Clanficcl for Dr. King's killer, h~ Dwyer indicated he felt 

To clarify Ray's position, :::o.icl, but withheld judg- Ray Js trying to keep ali\·e 
Judge Battle reiterated ment as to ,vhether they the conspiracy theory be­
the question, "Are you believed a conspiracy was cause it helps him sell his 
pleadipg guilty to murder involved. story. And one observer 
in the first degree in this Canale said that while quoted Foreman as saying 
case becatcse you killed there was no c\·idence or a Ray "doesn't ·want to kill 
Dr. 11fartin Luther King conspiracy, if any ever the golden goose." Ray 
under such circumstances dcYelopc'.cl the state would signed a contract with 

. that it ,vould make it vigornu:::ly im·estigate and au lhor William Brae! ford 
legally murder in-the first prosecute if the facts war- Huie to write his storT. 
degree under the law as ranJecl. In concluding the hear­
e,xplained to_ you by }:oTU:----:,:-.'..skeci at a prec:s confer- in~ .. Judge Battle said that 
law:-i'er:•;. ·· cnce about R;:iv's motin', while there \\·as no 

· Canak said , "Race had a c1·idrnce for conspiracy, .. 
lot t0 do with it_." but he "if:.:this defendant was a 
declined to elaborate. ~---nii•rnher-of a conspiracy to 

kill thP. decedent, no mem­
ber of ~uch cons.piracy c;:ni. 

e\·er li·,e in peace or 
secudtv or lie down to 

· plcac'a{1t dreams, becau.,e~ 
in this state the1.-e1.;;-·ric1 
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• 
statu!c of limitations in 
capit,,i! cases such as this." 

Ray st rod c into the 
courtroom at 9:30 a.m., 

·-·staring straight ahead and 
gripped on each sick bv 
sheriff's deputies. He wore 
his familiar hlue-chcckrd 
sports coat, while shirt 
and blue tic. 

Eight minutes lalcr he 
had plcaclccl guilty, aftci: 
hesitating only slightly. 

The hearing was con­
duclccl uncler strict sccmi-· 
ty precauLions. Ancl doz­
ens of deputies roamed the 
old Criminal Court. Build­
ing. One street in front of -
the building was banicacl-

- ,eel and newsmen were 
thoroughly searched be­
fore they coukl 0nter lhe 
courtroom. There wcr0 on­
ly about 25 spectators in 
the room. 

Rar's Righis Explained 
Judge Battle cxplainerl 

to Ray his rights under 
· the law. He read a list of 
st i p u lations informing 
Ray, for example, that in 

_ accepting the guilty plea 
he_ was waiving mo.3t 
rights to appeal. 

"You are pleading guilly 
bec;:i_use vou killed l\[arlin 
Luther King,?" the judge 
-a_skecl a second time: -

· "Yes, I am pleading 
guilty," Ray replied. 
· Within three minutes 12 

jurors ·were seated and 
had agreed to accept the 

· plea and the sentence. 
' The state's case was 
even more complete than 
many o b s e r v e r s h a cl 
thought. It brought out 
more clearly than ever 
before the mass of clues 
that Ray left behind dm­
ing an odvssev that took 
hi~l across the country 
and into Mexico and Cana­
da after he E'scapecl from 
the :Missomi State Penile-

, nitary in April, l!"l67. 
· Il showed that H.av left a 

broad trail around the 
country despite the use of 
sue h 2 liases as Eric Stan o 
Galt, John '\Villard and 
Harvey Lo\vrnyer. Canale, 
in a n2ws conferenc€ later, 
qufrfii·--·puncturecl two oE 

• 
the fa\'oritc c~_mpir;lc_y 
thtories about tho a;,'.icts-
sination. · · 

For one .thillg, hc·said, 
Ray earned a ."suhstantial 
amount of monc)"' at the 
1\1 is.souri State Penitentia­
ry \\"hich he got out some 
\\'ay. llc saicl he thought 
Hay also carncu money 
smugglin,<:; goncls between 
Canada, the 'Gnitcd Slates 
and lVlexiC'o. Canolc said 
Ray prnbably committed 
two or three holdups, not 
including one in I ,ondon. 

lie also had dismissed 
conspiracy theorici; about 
Hay's obtaining a passport 
in Canada from some mys­
terious u n cl c r gr o u n cl 
source. He said it was 

· common knowledge in a 
state penitentiary at i\Iis­
souri that "it was easy to 
get a passport in Canada." 

He also said Ray pre­
sumably, got two nr1.rncs 
and addresses for Cana­
dian passports out of old 
newspapers. Canale told 
the jurors that his slaff 
had covered 5,000 pages of 
investigative reports from 
various police agencies 
and traveled thousands of 
milr.s tracing Ray's where­
abouts. 

No Looks at J·urors . , , 

"I slate_ to you we have 
no evidence that there was 
a conspiracy to mmcler 
Dr. King, and if there is at 
anv time e\·idence of this 
nature involved, I assure 1 

you ·we will take prnmpt 
and vigorous action in 
searchtng it out and seek­
ing an indictment," he 
said. 

During the proceeding 
Ray sat right behind Fore­
rn;rn. He a\-oicled looking 
at the jurors 01· four of the 
fi\'e witnesses the state put 
on the ;:;tanrl. · _ , 

But Rav did notice one 
witnes,; \\/ho stood behirid I 

him near a large mockup I 
of the assassination 1:ite 
and de;;cribecl how the 
civil rights -lc::tcler wa3 
lying in a pool of blood. 
Ray turned his hcarl ha~k 
over his shouiT-re-r-;n1cl 
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• 
-frqy'mccl ·~t the_ witness, 
the-1-fc\;-;--t:;amue l .D. l(yles. 

Other witnesses al:-o tes­
tified. 'l'hey wer(~ Chau11-
scy Eskridge of Chicago, 
Di', King's attorn~y; Dr. 
Jerry T. Francisco, county 
medical · examiner_;·_ Police 
Iris11cctor N. JD. Zachary 
aii.d Robert Jensen, 'FBI 
agent ·in · charge · of . the 
Memphis office. 

Foreman then acldrcssect 
the jmors, · pacing back 
anct forth and occasionallv 
brushing back a mop of 
hair that fell over his face. 

'fo Save His Life 
"I've never had any 

hopes of anything but to 
save 1.his man's life," he 
said. ''All of you were as 
well informecl as I was 
about this case when I 
took it. Jt took me a month 
to convince rnvself what 
Clark and FB·r Director 
Hoover announc;ed iast Ju­
ly:- 1.hat t-h~re was .- no 
conspiracy. . . --

"I :cross:cxamincd mv 
cUent for more than 50 
hoi..\rs;" Foreman aclcled. 
· Thirty minutes after the 

hearing had begun the 
jury ·was S\,-orn in. Canale 
read the indictment. Fore­
man reaffirmed the plea of 
guilty. 'rhc first \vitness, 
Kyles, took the stand. 

'fhe state hcg:rn laying 
out the details of Dr. 
King's d e a th a n cl also 
hearing testimony that no 
one \Vas seen in the bushes 
in the area from which the 
shot had come. 

Zachary recited a long 
list of items police found 
in the flophouse room Ray 
had occupied across the 
street from the J ,orraine 
J\Iotel where Dr. King ,vas 
staying. He also listed 
numerous items found on 
the sidewalk near R=n·'s 

' parked white ::-rustang. • 
These incl11ded a blue 

: zipper bag. a rifle, a pait· 
· of binocu!ar.:;, a p:Jir of 
•-pl1CL:i, a hammer, a parer 

bag, a T-shirt, unclcl'­
shorts, a transistoi· raclio, a 
Ji air brush, two cans of 
beer, a bottle of after­
shRvc lotion and a11 April 
4 front p:1:;c of the morn­
ing Commercial ,'\.ppcal 
with information . on Dr. 
l::ing's stay in the racially­
troubled city. 

The itc:11s prodded doz­
ens of clues. The state 
spent 06 minutes in an 
elaborate recital of what 
witnesses ancl eddcnce 
they \1·0~\lcl have prnclucecl 
in comt if there had been 
a full scale trial. 

· I•'or example, the state 
said the saLchel Ra1· 
dropped outside the flo1i'-­
house contained under­
wear that still carried his 
L o s Angeles 1 a u n cl r y 
marks. 

It also rcn'aled jusl how 
clo;;e nay 111\1St ha\'C, come 
to being seen by police 
when he left the flonhouse 
after shooting Dr.· King, 
walked so\·eral feet on the 
sidewalk, dropped his bag 
and jumped into his car. 

Squad Cars Nearby 
Three squad cars were 

parked only about :-:i0 feet 
away and police S\\·c1rmccl 
inside a branch fire statioa 
not far from the Lorraine 
}[otel. 0 ff ice rs inside 
heard a shot and "catterecl 
around the area. H?y pre­
sumahly cl r opp e cl his 
satchel when he saw the 
police, as well as the gun 
and a pair of binoculc1r~. 

The stc1te traced Ra-,,-'s 
travels from i\Icmphis ·to 
Atlanta that night, ancl his 
arrival in a low-income 
housing settlement early 
in the morning. 

From Atlanta the state 
followed Ra \·'s course to 
Canada, Ute11 to London; 
Lisbon and back to Lon­
don where he was caught 
on June 8. Hay \\·as on his 
way to Brusc;ds. Police 
founrl a .:18 caliber snu11; 
nosccl· re\·ol\·et· on"-ftmi:-· 

• 
When he was arrested at 

the ·airport the)' abo ·c1is~ 
covered in his luggage a 
camera 1.hat · fit the box 
found in his abandoned 
car in .Atlanta. 

The suit of clothes he 
wore in London hacl been 
traced earlier to Canada 
and police knew Ray had 
asked the tailor who made 
it to mail it to him in 
Birmingham, Ala. 

They also traced fibers 
from the suit as well as 
rnirnernus other articles 
discovered aL the flop­
house to Hay. 

They also explained that 
before the assassination, 
Hay had lived in Canada, 
briefly in Mexico and in 
Los Angeles, 1,1·hcre he 
a ttenclccl ba rtcnclcr and 
dancing schools. 

Ray's fingerprints were 
found on the rifle scope, a 
can of beer, the aftcr­
sha \·e lotion bottle and on 
the newspaper's~}..I..QllJ 

_ page. · 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



• • 

Judge W. Preston Bottfe 
------,---:.. Percy Foreman 

!A'i WiJ'.£.PhOfo~ -.-
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PLEADS GUil.TY-James Ecrl R1l:l, 
~enterr:_e:..d to 99 years in~ prison~ 

/A'J pho:o 

• 
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 

i ~!E1IPHlS. Tenn. (UPI)- Abernathy, insisted others ,,err Rumors were pn;vale._11_1 _all 
James Earl Rc1y pleaded guilty involved in the murder and \\ eekcnd that Ray was going to 
tJ · the murder of Dr. Martin demanded that the investigation change his plea to guilty at 
Lnther King ,Jr. in return for continue. i\"egroes throughout Monday's swiftly-called hearing.! 
his life l\Ionday, ~ut he hinted th~ South called ,~he two-hour 

I 

Flay, w ~ a r i n g the blue 
he was not alone 111 the plot to tnal a · ·cover-up. · ! checked suit he has \\"Orn for 
slav the civil rights leader. Ray stood up in court to say 

I 
practically every appearance 

:\fler an hour and 5;:; minutes "I can·t gree with ;\Ir. Clark."' ;s:nce his alTest in London .June 
of token testimony a jury of 12 Judge Battle, taken aback, · S, appeared in the heavily 
men, by prearrangement, con- a~ked '';\Jr. who'?" f guarded courtroom at 9:4;:; a.rn. 
victed Ray and sent~nced him ·'Ramsay Clark." the former CST .. Judge Battle came in a 
to 99 years in prison. attorney general, explained minute later. 

But Ray himself announced Foreman. Clark had said Foreman announced he was 
he disagreed with the theory several times that no one but changing the plea to guilty in 
that there was no conspiracy to Ray was involved in King's return for a 99-year sentence. 
kill King, Judg2 W. Preston killing. So, during :.\Ionday's ;;Is this what you want to 
Battle warned that anv consoir- proceedings, dld Foreman and cto·r· Battle asked Ray. 

'::itors could never rest.easy, ~nd rrosecutor Phil Cancde. ··Yes. I do," Ray replied. 
the .Justice Department took '·You don·t agree with who:--e .\t 9:;50 a jury-which had 
virtually its first notice of theories? a:;kecl Battle. . beea hearing cases for t1rn 
theories t:1at King's assas::ina- ;,:\Ir. Canale's. Mr. Clarks'. 11·eeks-was brought into the 
tion la:-;t .\pril 4 was a and .T. Edg,:r Hoo1·cr·s theorie,; courtroom intact. 
conspiracy. about the conspiracy.'" ~aid :\t 10:17, after Ray made his 

"The im•estigation . into the Ray. He said no more. and wa~ n:marks about conspiracy theo-
original allegations of a con- asked no more, about a r\es, the jury was S\\Orn in. It 
spiracy i.5 still open." said a conspiracy. 1 took five witnesses an hour and 
spokesman in Washington a few Ray celebrated h is 41st 55 minutes to establish a case 
hours after Ray was led out of birthday Monday, and he will be a~ainst him. 
the :VIemphis courtroom. eligible for parole when he is 71. :.ruch of il was devoted to 

Ray changed his plea to guilty An isolated maximum security' telling how King died, shot 
in return for the 99-year cell was ready for him at state through the neck. He fell dying 
sentence and went on trial prison in \f ash ville 200 miles to the cement second-floor 
instantly rather than wait until away. Ti1ere were indications he biilcony of the Lorraine :\Iotel 
his scheduled .-\pri!,7 trial. His might be sped there late :-.Ion- c:t dusk on .-\pril ~- The ~tate 
attorney, famed Texas trial clay night. claimed Ray slew him with a 
iawyer Percy Foreman. evident- The que;;tion of a possible ~!ngle rifle bullet. fired t"rorn 
lv feared Ray might be conspiracy virtually oversha- the bathroom 11indox of a 
:ientenced to die-even though clowed Ray's conviction. flophou~e acro,s .\f u 1 b r r r v 
no one has been executed in "[t has not been e.,tablished 

1
Street. • 

Teru\e;Ssee in .-;e1·en years-if he at this time that there was any; The jury com·icted Hay by a 
maintained his innocence. c0nspiracy." said the judge/;-how o[ hands in the jury box 

~~oth . Ki_n;(.~ widow and his befo:·e turning the case ove.r to '.:'.'l.c!:-- pa.~~cd :-cntc11ce_ wit hot£( 
q:cce~sur. the Rev. Ralph the Jury. "'Tl11:- ts not conclu.~tvc !ever· learicg the courtroom. 

~ t U) ~f \:),·b C\ 
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evidence that there was no •--,----, 
consµirac):. 

The .Jastice Department said 
it was stiJl \rorking on the 
original warrant in the case, 
issued April Ii, charging Eric 
Starvo Galt and a man ;,whom 
he alleged to be his brother" 
conspired to klll King. Galt 
turned out to be Ray and the 
"brother'' - Hay h,1s two -
quickly faded from the investi­
gation. 

Since then there has been no I 
official mention of the possibili-i 
!)'_!_hat m_ore than ons m::: 1ui'.;_ts / 
-involved in the slaying. I 

• 
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.JA:UES EARL IL-\ Y ----~---
99 years in pl'1son 
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below} ~~---:..__-----------~, 

Sti 1· Couiti·ovt;tsy;' 
h, / 1 --· ~! t>,JE:)':,fO_, !;,; fl) t'} rt) ~ 0--:-:c-t~if,f")'.?f 
llV'U<£Jj f'\Jt.i\~U llJ\0 U\~1t.Jl)~VG 1~)i!III. 

BY JACK NELSON 
Times Slaff Wrilcr 

ME:.IPHIS-The motives of t_h~:.. _ I:,wycr, othrr pro:::c~~-u- ___ Z~1el1ary a1:cl otl~.1~....9-~f!-
mvsterious James E;1rl Ray - in · t o·i· s an cl invc.::ti1ators c1af.s have pomtcc~ ?ttl th~,t 
killincr Dr. Martin Luther King and ·· 2.raue that none of the 11_one of th~ cr1llc:s ~1as 
· -~ - t· tl th , f · b . . cited any evicle:nce lmkmg m p101110 mg 1e eoiy O a : "unans,,·erecl questions 1s . t 1 • • " ,- t th 
cons )iracy---form the crux of a · . d n o 1 e t p--1 :,,on o ,e 

t ; .. ,•~ , that m"y ne\'Cl' be · germane to the qucstwn of crime, that most of them con r o, e, ::-} ,, · . 
1 

• , . 
1 

tl 11

1 
1 · 11 

resolved in the public's mind. : ~~ay's guilt D.nc none_ ~-a1s- ,:--u~!) y ~ay , lC'.}'. • ~e_1~ve, 
· · · f • s:ub<:tanfi·,] ,uspicwn" 1hlle \\as a co,h,pn'--'c). Prosecutors and mvestigatm~ o - r:~ L • , • ' '. L , • ,Among the "believers" ~trc 

ficers a_re convin~ed that Ray killed :-i.bcut a con.sp1racy. ilk J{ing's widow, ?Ill's. 
out of msane racial hatred, tha~ he In e.sscnce, thc::;c are the Coretta King, ancl his sue­
acted alo'.1e, and that l_1e has raised questions raised rno~t fre- r·c:srni.· as president of the 
!he question o~ a co_nsp1racy ?ecause oucntly by critics: Southern Christi~m. Leads 
1t has kept aLtent1on on hnn and ~ . . . . , 1 ·f' rs hip. Conference, the 
helped to sell his life story and Why \\oulcl an e~capec ·I·' • 1~. 1 1 D· -·ct Ab_ ._ . , . 1 . y· ,e\. .\a p 1 ,n 1 ~~ e1 
thereby finance his defense. , connct {Ill D_r. ~mg llll- nathy. 

Ray was taken in chains to the . k:::~ he ,vas hired? "People raise questions 
Tennessee State Prison in Nashville How did Tiay mana:~·e to but h,n-e no ans\-:crs and 
Tuesday .to begin serving a 99-year escape police for so long You can ~lo th2.t \\'ith any 
term for the slaying of Dr. King. He 2.fter the killing unless he case," z~chary said. "You 
changed his plea from innocent to Jiad help? can ans,\·er their questions 
guilty Monday as part of an agree- "\Vhere did Ro.,· get the Y:ith some questions of 
ment that saved him from a possible . :,13,000 01· mol'c., he spent your own. If someone had 
death sentence. . '<luring. his year a.s ,_~)0~~]Jted to hire" this jQb 

Ray's guilty plea and lus proyoca- cocapee before the assas• done, would they_~1a~:_e 11!-1::_ 
tive comment about a conspiracy .-ination 
raised no new questions about the A specific motin woulcl 
killing,'"but gave critics of the one- be extremely difficult to 
n:an cdrn_e theory acldit\on~l_ a_~qi._u- prnve without the coopcr­
.nition and spurred nat10nw1cle e~if- ation of Hay, but prosecu­
torial comment that a full-sczile tnal l O r.~ ha v c sub.3tantial 
shou:d have been held so more : r\·idcnce that he was psy­
details of the inve~tigation could I chotie and a _violent raci.;;t 
have been made public. , and they believe that was 

A terse announcement by the i r;now'h. 
Justice Department that it is still ' 

0

.,_
1 

t' t· 
1 . . . . ll t· ~ , 1, o 1 vc , nc ear 111vest1gatrng conspiracy a ega 1011" 

also has added to the controversy- :ifrmphis Police Inspcc­
despite the fact that its official for ~- E. Zachary, ,vho 
position has been that there is no l;c:-:_ded the murclei· im·e;;:­
evidence that anyone other than ti2''.ttion t111til shortly be-

d t • ·· :·o're Rav\; arrest in Lon-Ray was involved. The epar mern, .1 

which \Vas consulted by :-.Iemphis rlon June S, 1968, moL'e 
1 l ; ha n two months aft cl' the prosecutors before Ray's gui ty p ca 

and apparently made no objection, killin-r, 1.'uc.scbv told a 
· re'potter he thought mo-has refused to elaborate on its -

.. tive ws.s "the on]:i pcr­announcement. 
Whether a trial would have . !inent ftuestion 1.l:at w:.1s 

resolved the issue is doubtful. One n ° t Pr 1:: t t Y clcady an­
,wer2,:l'' bv evidence. _\ncl of tho ":IIemphis prosecutors, Rob2rt · 

1 
· 1 

. th .· 1 ,_ he sa,d he agree~ ract:'. 
Dwyer, Tuesday said at a t11a , uy 1 . tred "could verv well 
focusing attention on hunan-..h-w_2~etd --:~:ni-becn the moth·e.·· - • 
qvestions., might well _ ave e1g:1 -
eneirtt1e- controversy. 
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eel a character like Hay no evidence that he- haJ- •·~ Chief pr?sccuto.r ~hi.!.->-~. 
':'-1 h· -, '. . · .,-- ".. - Lma1e ~aid that even 1f 

\\• 10 ,1,, d 1cputat10n as a any great amount of mo- 1:, 1 l- b · l 
1 

_ ,? , , , . , -.ay we ccn tnec and 
~sei · A;c, an e:scc1pecl con- ncy anyway. '!'here's no. com·ictecl, chances were 

net, ,rnulcl he ha\·e been telling how many jobs he strong that he never 
in the po3ition to· reveal pulled. Still, i\·ho can sGy? ,rnuld h~ve been executed 
enough about himself thGt \Ve cGn't look inside him." •-e:·en if !1e got a death 
i-:Omconc would knqw to D , . . ... 

1 1 1. ,.,1 sen~cncc. I\? one Jrns been 
hire him'.'" \\ ye1 ::-ate 1c t rnuo 1t. executed m 'I mmessee 

1f e 111 I~his pro::'ecutor.~ evidence produced by :he si11,~~_!._9i0. Camle pid ~e _ 
say there i,-; cviclcnce th;,it state at Monday's hcanng _lid not see how the stale~ 
Ray, a hardened criminal, :-:houlcl have answered any could have fared !Jetter in 
got substantial rnms of substantial questions the prosecution. 
money through robberies about a conspiracy. Ray never has said flatly 
and smuggling goods be- Se,·cral witnesses tcsti- that a conspiracy existed,, 
tween the United Stales fied to establish the crime 1101· has he named anyone 
and Carw.da and :Mexico ancl to link Hav to it. Then \\'ho might have helped 
during his year of free- a prosecutoi· ;,eacl a Jeng- h!m in any ~v~y - in_plan­
dcim. He escaped from the th v narrati\·e outlinin" nrng the k1ll111g 01· m es-
},Iis~ouri State Penitentia- Ray's stipulation of proof caping afterward. What he ~ 
ry m Jefferson City in that the state would han said Monday was that he 
April, 1967. presented had the case could not agree with state-

The theo~'Y. of 1:is escape gone to trial. It included rnents by forn.1er U.S. At­
after the killing 1s tha_t he numerous fingerprints tr Gen: _Ramsey Clar~ and 
used knowledge gamed and other evidence con- J, Bl Director J. Edgal' 
as. a criminal and as a nccting Ray to the crime II~o\·er that there .was no 
pr~soner at the Missouri ancl a witness ,vho would ev1dc~ce for conspiracy. 
pn?on to help him elude testify that after hearing Rays comm en t . ':'as 
police for more than two the firinc' of the fatal shot enough for the cnt1cs, 
months. ~e secured a he saw llav lea \'e the roo~ hcwever,. and Mr. Abcr­
pa~sport ir •. Canada by from which it had been. nathy said he was more 
usmg a p s e u cl on y m. firecl. lconvu!ced tha!i,ever t\at a 

. st~·ategy_ we~l kno\\·n in the Percy I<'oreman of Hous- :consp:racy ex1s_Led. In tact, 
· M1ssoL'.n pnson grapevine, 1 ton, a noted attornev who i ~e s:11d _. he 1?ellevecl ,!h~re 
accoi·drng. to pro_.secutor~. r takes pride in gettillg ac-'1;;; a nat10mv1Cle p~an :~nth 

~Iemph1s police Chtct quittals in well-knmvn c,.1- the purpoc;e to kill or, all 
Henry Lux s~iJ. that Ray ses, found the evidence so :comag:·0~1s p2r.;on.\ bbck 
was engaged 111 "what ',\·e strono- th t h l ,· ~. l and \\ lute. \\.'tlO. \VOU1cl 

ll 
. I . C, a e ac,. LC( 'tat'cl Ll f . ,. l ca pF'eon urop11111 ,.. or D t 1 1 ·it t ;; c , p 01 JLhLlCC anc. 

. :::, ; ·o n~~y O p e::ic 0 u1 V O - . r· . · . , 1 1- • 
connrng someone" m sup- e::; . ~ th 1 ·•tic:, •. lt _ equa It~ tot. o acn. ot poor 

,t· ,-, th , =-•~ - , cape e c Cu 1 pena ) · people 111 this cm1ntt•,_-" 
POl 1110 e ,COlbP11 L,C} 1,or·'m;•n -.. ,1·cl l1e v·a' co11-, _; .;• · tl ,. ''Th ; '- .l .:,c, ,.::; I Anrl ),It" Kmet -aid 1eor Y · e 111 ' nu t e \·inced no c0'1 "piracy ,va- · ~ ' • "'· 0 

"' 

there's no conspi1'acy, he's involv"d ,.::, c '" Ray's plea should not close 
out of business," Lux saicl, e · the ca8c and encl the 
"and so is the guy he's · The state ,voulcl n-ot ::itcarch "fo1· the manv fin-
selling it to." agree to a life sentenc~ in 3ws which helped pLtll the 

, exchange fot· the guilty trig,,cr. 11 

Chief's Wife Asks pl·v, b t • · ' l '") · ~-" cc1, u mstsLcr on a J> The i\ ew York Times 
Chief Lux said there is year sentence. Lncler the called the comt proceed­

no way to ans,ver the : former. Hay ,vould have inc,5 here an ''alJorted tri­
allega_tion of u !1 name cl )1cc1~ con.:::iclered for pa:~ole ol ;i.nd saicl that it ,\·as "a... 
conspiracy, addmg, "e,·en :n 12 1 :! years, but under shocking breach orl"arth 
my wife says ·where dicl ~- tbg latter he could not be · ~ 
get all that money? i,\' ell, I coi1siderecl for :JO years. 
say hi; ·was a stickun man 
abet a l)ltrglar ancl there's 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



• 
(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 

~ .,;Jr BAD AFTER-TASTE 
'Dhe Tennes,see court "dea.l'' t1ha1t permiltted Ja.mes Earl 

Ray to plead g·uilty to the da.sitan:lly as.saissinatioen of Dr. 
Marbin Luther King for =t 99-year prison term seems un­
saitisfactory to ma*. It leaves many questions m1.ia.11,s~1ere<l. 

The judge, prosecutor aind defonse counsel said they 
were conviJllCed that Ray acted alone. BUtt Ray, in open 
court, prote,stoo this theory, and only the judge's s.Jrnrp 
inquiry asking if he wished to cha,nge the guiltsr plea that 
was his only way to escape exeeu,tion hushed him up. 

Somew:a.y, the idea of Ray engineering the ~olo ki}]jng 
of the Negro leader just doesn't ring true. Ray was a two­
bit sneak thief, car thief and hustler throughout his crim­
inal life. He never was a 'big league gunner. But some­
where, he got ample, even lavish funds. More intelligenee 
than Ray ever had shown before was involved b obtaining 
his Canadian passl)Ort and· in plannfog the cowardly s,hoot­
ing of Dr. King. The whol,e operati,on d()esin't square wit1h 
his pa,st reeord of ineptitude. 

Like Dr. King's widow, we f€€1 that the FBI should 
keep this case open. TCI ) many people seemed too anxious 
to sweep jt°'under the 111g., -....;:;,, · · -= 

• 
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(MoLtnt Clipping in Space Below) 

JSSU/·,': Isn't. f11rtlirr artion 1w1u cal/rd for 

I 
tn hrlp clr11r tlrr air nf doubts in the .7%3 
ns.rnssinotion of]),-, M([rli!l l,uthrr Xing Jr.? 

! ---- -----~--.---~- · .. , ... ---~ 

Some cmiou:s]y injudicious slatcmcnts 
by a jucb::- \\·ho should know better have 
added fresh fuel io 1hc con1rovcrsy 
surrounding ihe abortive 1l'ic1l o[ J amr:, 
Earl RH.\', the confrssccl assnssin of Dr. 
l\Iartin Luther E.iug .lr., ancl gi\'C'n new 
urgency io the nrccl for a iua c1 nd early 
disclosure of- all evidence rd<'vant to ihe 
case. 

l\Jcmpl1is Judge W. Preston Baille, in 
whose court and with whose concurrence a 
deal \\'as arranged last week \\ hereby Ray 
pleaded guilty in exchange for a 99-ycar 
prison sentence, s;:,ys he remains puzzled 
about a number of links in the presumed 
chain of ·evidence conneciinP· Rav to ihe 

0 • 

murder. 

This is underslanc1;-lble. 

Others are puzzled as Yve11, since failure 
to permit a nornrnl adversary proceeding 
to take plc1ce meant ihat: evidence and 
testimony which might ·well have resolved 
important questions could not be intro­
duced and made part of the public record. 
But .Judge Battle's concern is a puzzle in 
itsdf, in view of ihe fact that he had the 
P~\ver to reject foe p,'C, ;ccution-defe:,:e;e 
dEalift1i:tordcr +l:e tl'ial to proceed. 

Battle now says be is convinced i ha L a 
trial "would han' muc1clicd our under­
standing of ihc substantial cviclcnce which 
established Ray as ihe tiller. 11 Tllis is an 
incredible statement Jt prcsumf's 1liat. the 
juc1ge had full lrno\\'lcc1ge of both prosrcu~ 
tion and defense stratcrJ·; tlrn.t he was 
awGrc in advance of all rvicl0nce that 
might l1aw bc2n rirc:-;c11trc1; and that lie 
could accurately weigh the importance of 
all ibis evidence and its effect. on ihc jury. 

Judge Battle's remarks prcc1iclcibly will 
encourage those who bcli2vc that Ray \\'as 
only one part of a conspiracy to murder 
Dr. King. His remarks have also casu:=dly 
served io smear the quality of American 
justice, even among ihose who reject the 
conspi1:acy notion in the Ray case. 

The Times urged last week ihat the 
evidence against Ray gathered by ihe 
prosecution be made public, in ihe belief 
that this would ans\\'er many questions. 
Given the gi·cat intc1·est in the case and the 
proliferation of doubts, we now urge a 
further step. 

We believe the President should appoint 
a commission of cli,tinguishD.d persons, and 
Congress should give it ihe same powers of 
subpoena it gave ihc 'Harren Commission, 
to conduct, a full public inwstigat.ioh of th2 
King assassination. 

The bumbled handling of ihe judicial 
pc1.rt. of the cas2 sn f::ir r:cnnot be taken as 
the final word ln the rnatler. 

(l t' i, _j; 
y. t;;' 
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 

' 

\P:tbbers· C_laim·· ·p·fots in . . \ .. ' . ' 

· Kennedy, King Deaths 
Exc1uslv1 to The Tlmts from I Stiff Writer 

WASHINGTON-A new 
grOUJ:) investigating Amer-

F ican_ political assassina­
tions suggested Monday 
that conspirators - some 
of them possibly the same 
persons-were behind the 
murders of President John 
F,. Kennedy and Dr. Mar­
tin. Luther King. 

The conspiracy allega­
tions - some new and 
some old-were ade at a 
press confer e by the 
Committ o Investigate 
Assas tions. 

T committee, declin-
ing to reveal the source of 
its finances, charged that 
the government was de­
l i b e r ately withholding 
facts about the assassina­
tions for fear the Ameri­
can public was not pre­
pared to accept the"'im=·=;;:;;;~1 B e r nard Fens e 
Jr. execu 1ve or of 

e c m1t e ose di-
rectors inc u New Dr-
I~s DJ¢ tty. Jim Ge,r-
nson, s one purpose 1Il 

.1io!cti the press confer-
en was 11to get our 
names before the public" 
to_ help r~ise flmds. 

Fensterwald, f o r ri1 e r 
cpunsel to the Senate jqdi- . 
cia.n1:_ subcommittee on ad-
1Uihl§l?ativ~ pract!EJ; ar~ 

procedures, said the new 
committee has raised "a 
relatively small sum"­
enough to run a two-man 
office here. 

He said the committee 
"ultimately hopes to force 
the federal government 
into . the thorough and 
honest inquiry which it 
has avoided" since the 
death of President Kenne­
dy. 

F e n s terwald stepped 
ddwn ~the.senate sub­
c6irfttu7~•s counsel last 

- Jan. 1 after, the chairman/ 
· Sen. -Ed Ward· V. · Long 0}· J 

Mo.), lost his bid ·for -:I 
reelection. . , '. , -' 
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below)_ 

_ : Saying that he woulfl 

R ' ~~-rfrcl111e henceforth to co11:-i-

\ A HI {J \ V went on the case, Fore-· 
-,.t iJ IV • I' r,:m reiterated, "In my 

,:iei,· there \\·as no con-
• s ·u i ;. a c Y. 111 niY Yiew, 

.T::°tn1es E;11T71ay deciclcd, 
2nd he alone clecic1cd, to 

. MJ;'.\1PIII·s (Z\'i-lame·· l<r1 Hay ::ill :.l;fftin Luther ~\.ing so 
_l .. H • ,, :-, _~a '. 11-,1 he co1 t!cl claim the 

says he plans to seek a re,·1ew of hr.-: -; st , ' 

plea of guilty to tlie slaying of Dr. ;-:wry · · · -- - ··. -
l\fart.in Luther King, ;iccorcling 1.o Ray C:.l.Iccl Racis( 
the jtidge who scntrncec1 hi111 to 99 "I think that James Earl 
years in prison for the killin.;;. Fay was a racist. He 

Judge W. Pre:-ton Battle Jr. thoucrht he would be a 
disclo.,ed Wednesday th?J Hay had]kro~ He \ompletely ~11is­
\',Titten to him from the Tetmesscc:('oncein•cl the thinking of 
State Penitentiary .. The jud_ge so.icl

1
1 :1c white rc1cc," Foreman 

only that Ra\' \\ ant.s a hcarm:::; and.,., id 
..t '- I .._t, • 

ihat he wrote that he ha~ fired his: I re said, "l 'm -very hanpy 
lawyer. Percy Forcm~111 of Houston.' ~o L•e out of it," and clicl not 
· Published rcpoi'ts say !hat Ray know ·who would -now 
,vanf~ f.o ,,. ithdr;nv the ~~uilty plea n·present Hay. 
and stand trial for first-degree "I think that James Ec1rl 
riiutclcr: _ · · · · JL:i.y enjoys the spotlight 

Foren1au, in :\ci1· York City, ::n(l any way l1c can keep 
rlenic(t bci11:~ di,0 ckc~;cc1, saying hi.-~ the ceriter o{ the stage _he 
connection ,1ith tlie case "ceased at will do it." said Foreman. 
12::35 p.m. on Mai·clr JO,'' when Hay I r wish l~im well. I rlon't 
,1-2s sentenced follo1i ing l1is guilt.y i.hink it advisable,• lmt 
pie;.;. · ihat's his respo1;sibility--

~3!.,\~_b:;cL been ~ch~s!._1:1Jfll .. l.Q stand I\·e clisck,rgerl mine."· · 
trial :~pril 7, but,\\ iti1 c, 98-year :;,en- He adckd: "He prokibly 
tcncc prearranged by the l1clicn.5 th:_tt if h7 got a 

. · " . , . lH'1v trial. smc:c hes alrca-
pro.occ:utwn and F o1c111,m, dv saved hi.s life, he k1s no 
he switched his plea and chance that he \\·ill get the 
lwgan serving the sentence _death penalty.'' 
the· follo\Ying clc:ty, ~farch To get the case reo-

pened, Hay would baYe to 
J 1. in~:titute a l1abcas -corpus. 

Be f o J;A>C accepting the ;,,ction in which he , .. ·oii!cl 
pL\,<, DalL!e em~)l1«sizecl have to sho">v his rigbts 
tllat the action would clo.-.:c were violatecl when he 
the door on a_ppcz,l. Hay entered thr, guilty pkc1 . 

• <1" :cntccl. H:w v:as quolerl as te1l-
Jn :Kew York, Foreman ing-orJ'R--crs_ who ~1~cc'1Ti'ij1fi-

f;Jirl he bad expected R,1y 
to 1.1y for a reopening of 
-n,,-, ;;:i.::0 "but in about a . y ~-,,~-~- Two." ~---·--·- -

.• 

• 
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nied him from the Shelby 
Com~ty Jail here to Nash­
ville that he now had 
second ihoughts, wishing 
he had gone to trial and 
taken his chances on get­
ting a life sentence. 

Foreman told the court· 
when Hay pleaded guilty 
he had agreed to the plea 
"to save this man's life." 
First -_degree JJ;lLJ1:C1cr in 
Tennessee is punishable 
by fentcnccs ranging from 
20 years to electrocution. 

As things nmv stand, 
Ray will be eligible to seek 
parole in 30 years. 

However, Tennessee law 
aHO\vs fm: a 39--Elay review 
period cl n r i n g w hi ch 
Judge Battle still has jur­
jscliction over the case; 
without any appeal or 
other sort of review ac­
tion. 

During this time, the 
judge at his discretion 
could allow Hay to cbangc 
his- plea from guiltr -to -
innocent, p,:n-ing the ,vay 
for a trial. 

After the 30 days, tJ1e 09-
year sentence arrcl guilLy 
plea become final--and 
the ca:::e thc11 \\·ouhl haYe 
to be reopened through 
habe2s corpus pctilion. 

· Juclge Battle hC!s alrc2cly 
tolcl Hay th:tt the guilty 
plea forcclo.~ed appeal 

Po0tc01wiction habeas 
corpus action, to be :-ouc­
cessful, rnu:ct shO\v that 
Hay w;1s pressured into 
plcaclin;:i: gnilly thrnugh 
ino.z.1e._-1u:.:tc, cn11!1.: c~l or 111~1.t 

h~~ cDn~titT,1;io.ncd r~/J11 s 
ot_hcr\1-~:>:_~ \Vt·rL~ dcl:i,.:cl . 

. , ... ,~-(}1\t~--:Jt'Zrr.lL'.;; L.-.~~·::l ~ill· 

• 

thority in the ~tatc s-aid it 
·would be "exti'.'e111citdiffi­
cult" for Ray- to show that 
his counsel -· Foreman -
was inadequate "because 
he's one of the best crimin­
al lawyers in tl1e country." 

On the other hand, he 
said, Ray might try to 
argue that the intense 
security in the Shelby 
County Jail where he had 
remaii1ecl alone in a floocl-

~lit, specially armored cell 
since last July, unduly 
influenced his reasoning. 

When Ray pleaded guil­
ty, the juclg·e questioned 
him at length on whether 
he realized such a · plea 
prechlded any postconvic­
tion .remedy, including 
hearing.::; . or appeals to 
higher courts. Ray an­
swered that he did. 

Asked if Free Act 
Battle also asked R,:y at 

that time: "Is this plea of 
guilty on your parL a free 
act of your o,,.-n free will, 
made with your full know.- , 
ledge and tmdcrst;:mding 
of its meaning ,mcl conse­
quences?" 

"Yes, sir," nay answered. 
Wl1en he satcl that, Hay 

ackno\\'ledgcd in court 
th:,t lie ,n1s the man 1Yho 
killed Dr. King 1\·ith a 
single r if 1 c bullet last 
.April 4 in )lemphis. 

,\ L the same time, Hay 
sJicl he could not agree 
,dth the thcory---which 
Foreman saicl he also held 
--that he e1C'.tccl alone, 
without con.c·nb1tors. Olh­
•. ,;·, ].ll'' 1111(1 i11'.Y T~ 'J\' 1"' •1·1•~t I , · • \.., ~ ~ . l , _,-, .J ,.. 1.. ,, L' J '" 

]·tv:·ycr, co,,Lncled th:, t 
H:,y \,-a,; yu,t of a con-

' 

• 
... 
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f; ::;···- \vo1·bn,5 on the '.i\1e1npEis 
:,:.•.: 

1
,,!i ~.~--;.:_:, memn'ial to King. 

•. Stm:r:r said J1e bi?lievcs 
Rav i:; innocent of charges 
he ·sr:r,t King and said Ray 
told }Jim over the weekend 
that he harl been "pres­
sured'' into entering a plea 
of gu i 11,y to the charges. 

Str,rwr, 4-1, said he has 
been hired to represent 

SAVAKNAH Ga. L'f')-J.,._. ___ '.1I'll. not dignify irrc~ Rav <,nly in civil action 
. . . _ ' spons1ble t. a 1 k of th a I wh,ic), }1c said in Nashville 
B.. Stoner, James Earl type," said Shelby County ,rnu1rl 1,e in the form of 
Hay's 11ew ci.ttorney, says Sheriff \Villiam N. ~Iorris libel ;;1lits against several 
his Ku Klux Klan back- Jr. "I especially have noth- natio11:ll maga;dnes. 
ground will be an asset if ing to say to any state- Ray'~: new attorney add­
Ray's case is heard before ment J. B. Stoner ,rnuld ec1 Strnday the civil action 

make." "likelv will inc:lude11 suits 
a jury in Memphis, Tenn., foi· cit .. l1r-1· tha11 11·bel but he There were similar reac- -
1vhere he says people "de- tions, in some cases more said ]1~ could not elabor-
te.stecl :Martin Luth er outspoken, front Mayor ate. 
lOng." But in :i\Iemphis, Henry Loeb, Police and He, :dcl he could not say 
city officials disputed Sto- Vire Director Frank Hollo- who would 1'epresent Ray 

, 1er's theory. man and other :i\Iemphis in a criminal action but 
officials. acldc, l "there is a natural 11:My past KKK connec- ·1 The city's council chair- ove1h p between the civi 

tions would help the case," man, Robert B. James, ancl uiminal functions." 
Stoner said in an inter- , was irate over Stoner's Stoner said he is vice 
view Sunday. "They show :implications. "He's just cbair111:in of the executive 
I'm a lo);al white man and ·making a lot of trouble comn,iltee of the National 
the white people of Shelby 'that we don't need," said . Sta11·.: nights Party. · 
County (1Iemphis) are for ·,lames. "He's certainly not He described the pa.rty 
white supremacy." hv e 1 come around here Sunrl:1:.r as "larger than 

Stoner, who had just \rhen he talks like that." any other ,vhite segrega-
relurnecl to his Savannah No Help Seen tioni:f organization in the 
home after a weekend . ,. • count r/" . anci "more ex-
rn e et in g 411;ith Ray in 'nJamessaicl;nyL..~r:lux tremr: ·1han the Klan" to 
Nashville, Tenn., said U:ie · ~· an 

1 
connec·{t1s t b0

'
1.e.f-·which Stoner said he pre­

white peo1)le in l\Iem1)his, · may iave wi no e O · i 1 ·ly b 0 lo1Pecl ·· -~---·' 
<ill'_\" helr) to him in :\Iem- V Ol ,, C b • where King was shot ancl 

killed fast April 4, "detest- phis. "It (lhe KKK) never 
eel l\Jartin Luther King. 11 was strong here, at least 

"He (King) hr Ought .11ot in the last gencn:ction. 
abont his own death ,viih 'fhey've got a record that 
his activitic.;; across the is horriblc---they stand for 
countrv," the attornev clc- violence of tbe y;orst kind 
clarcct: 11 ne ·was a tro\ible- --the wo,,st kind of rc1cial 
maker. He was in j\Icm-• attitudes." 
phis for the avo\\:ecl pur- James pointed out that 
pose of violating a federal m,1.ny white residcni.s of 
court injunction-he ·was ?.Te!1iphis ·were se1;-y_L11.!L~11 
there as a criminal." ·•----~t· bi - r a c i al committee 

Shock Expressed 
Memphis city officials 

expre;,scd shock: at Sto­
nei:··.., C(Jni ·,·i·,cnts, 

.I 
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Foren~an Dcnic's'Hc--~­
Pressured Ray Plea 

HOUSTON Vt'l- Attor­
ney Percy Foreman de­
nied a renort Sunday that 
he used financial pressure 
to obtain a guilty plea 
from James Eari- Hay in 
the murder of Dr. 1lartin 
Luther King. 

The Naslffille 'I'ennes­
sean quoted Ray's brother, 
J e-rry Earl in a copyright 
story: "Foreman said he 
would take $150,000 if my 
brother pleaded guilty, but 
he wanted everything he 
would ever earn if he 
didn't. 

"H's all a bunch of bull," 
Foreman said. 
• "How is any man doing 
99 years in the penitentia­
ry going to earn any­
thing'?" he asked. ''That's 
riclicu Ious." 

Foreman said he asked 
Ray to specify a reasona­
ble fee three weeks , aft.er 
he received a letter from 
Ray asking for a guilty 
plea and Ray said $150,000. 

"I didn't fix the fee. He 
, iix,,c1:-fE~'~' Foreman sai cc-~-' 

• 
(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 

' 

• 
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,------------------ ----------------1 
30-Ycar VVrit 

~ "'1 \'I 1.1::~:--kiy' ,;as rci;01rc-~r ··10 
1..:-)C:.1 \/ 2) have fold officers wl10 

.ti accomnrlnicd }1 i m from 
l,•l-11"' r,1; r_'.. n ]\km phis to the Nashville 

d i./ d [J p r i s o n t h a t ~ e 11 a d 
changed his rnmd and 

· :< Klan Figure Claims He H~s Been Hired 
wished he had gone on 
trial and taken his chances 
of getting a life sentence 
rather than the electric 
chair. 

: to Aid Adrniticd Killer in Changing Ple,:1 

SAVANNAH (,Tl--J. B. 
S1oncr, an attorney long 
;-.i:sociated with an ti--J ew­
jsh, anti-Negro cc1uses, has 
been retained by James 
J<:arl Hay in J1is effort to 
_,vin a new trial in the 
Bl a y i 11 g of Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Stoner's of­
fice announced Friclav. 

-" • }~chvard R. Fields, clirec-
t or of the militantly segre­
gationist National Slates 
nights Party, said Stoner 
would help Ray change 
hi.s plea from guilty to 
jnnocent and would ask 
for another trial. 

· Stoner is an NSRP at~ 
1.orney whose office js 
Jocatecl in the party head-
quarters here. · 

-Ray was sentenced to a 
99-year prison term after 
he pleaded guilty in 11lem­
~))}is_J£1..J3st year's Gniper­
~laj·ing of Dr. King. 

Fields said Stoner was Under a life sentence, 
enroule io Nashville to see Ray would be eligible for 
Ray at the Tennessee parole in 13 years. Howev­
State Penitentiary. ·war- er, the 9:J-year term pre- ' 
den Lake Russell said he vents him from seeking 
did not yet know whether parole for 30 years. 
Stouer ·would be allowed Stcmer, 44, has been 
to confer with Ray. involved in Ku Klux Klan 

""\Ve'll let him sec him if and anti-Jewish activities 
he can present the proper since 'boyhood. In HH5, he 
credentials," Russell said. formed the "Stoner Anti­
" He'll have to show that Jewish Party" and in 1952 
l1e (Ray) actually hired his Christian Anii-Je,vish 
him as his lawyer." Party urged deportation of 

Criminal Court Judge W. Jews and confiscation of 
Pres~on patt1e Jr., who their property for distri­
prcs1clecl 111 the Ray case, hution to "Christi an 
disclosed Wednesday thal--Am-ei:icans." . · .., 
he had been notified by 
Ray that he wanted to 
withdraw his guilty plea 
and stand trial for first-
degree murder. 

'l'he judge said also that 
Ray wrote llim he had 
fired his attorney, Percy 
Foreman of Houston. 

Ray had been scheduled 
for trial April 7 ·wheil he 
abruptly switched plans 
and plcac1ccl guilty 11Ictrch 
JO. 'l'he 99-year sentence 

}'.~~...1?2:~arrangecl~ by thj 
state and Foreman-:-----· · 
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.. -··· ... .., Stoner had no comment 

t ~ '1 K A .. u. "'+, f,<tv~- {'', f '· whl'l1 ask~d if hc-,vou--:ici' tf·\\ f\ 11: t ~f ~ l!i,!\; ~elp Ray_ m ~ postco1n'!c-
\1 " ~ • ll. il \. ~ t ~;} t10n heetrmg- m Memph 1s. 

NASHVILLE 0PJ-Jamcs 
Earl Ray's new lawyer said 
Saturday that Ray had 
reversed the position he 
took in open court aml 
now said he was innocent 
and was "pressured into a 
guilty plea" in the murcleP. 

~of Dr. Martin Luther-: 
'King.. · "' i 

When Ray pleaded guil~.! 
,ty in Memphis '.March Jo,· 
Judge W. Preston Battle 
Jr. asked him if he liacl 
been pressured in any way 
into pleading guilty. Ray 
said ''No." 

But the lawyer who 
visited Ray Saturday, J. B. 
Stoner of Savannah, Ga., 
reported he had changed 
his story. 

Percy F1orc'1:nan, Ray's­
previous attorney, said in 
Houston that Ray had 
sent him a letter officially 
requesting the guilty plea. 
''I have the letter and I 
showed it to the judge and 
to tho prosecuting attor­
ney," Foreman said. "I 
w o u 1 d n' t leave myself 
open on that count." 

He refused to discuss any · 
criminal aspect s of tho 

' case, saying he vrnuld rep-
, resent Ray in "civil suits 
and libel suits only." 

Stoner's office earlier 
said he had been retained 
to help Hay win review of 
his guilty plea and 99-year 
sentence for first-degree 
murder in the death of Dr. 
King, slc1ii1 in Memphis 
1ast April 4. 

Battle also had asked 
Ray: "Is this plea of guilty 
on your part a free act of 
your own free will, rnade 
with full knowledge and 
u n d erst a ncling of its 
meaning and consequen­
ces?" 

"Yes, sir," Ray had re.: 
plied. 

Asked who, in addition 
to Life mc1gazinc, would 
be involved in libel ac­
tions, Stoner replied, "So 
many have libeled him 
(Ray) it ·would be impos­
sible to include them all." 
But, he said, "Life maga­
zine and others" could 
"count on it. 11 

Tics VVith rrn:r.;: 
H i s past associations 

with Ku Klux Klc:n mem­
bers should not harm his 
case, Stoner said, adding, 
"I have represented klans­
men and other ,vhite men 
in the past. I don!t think it 

Spared Execution will hurt." 
He said he advised RaY Ray, he said, "appeared 

to plead guilty "because I in good spirits for a man 
believe he would be elec~ in a hotel like this." Ray, 
trocuted if he didn't." Ray he said, gave bim permis-
11thought he'd be electro- sion to make the state­
cuted, too," Foreman said. ment about Ray's being 

Stoner said he would pressured into a guilty 
represent Ray in filiry_~_pler!_. But .. he did not ela­
libel suits against "Life borate. ~---~- •, 
magazine arid others" who 
Stoner said had in terferecl 
with Ray's getting a fair 
trial. 

Stoner's 2-hour, 20-min­
ute visit with Ray in the 
Tennessee State Penitenti­
a r y maximum security 
section was followed al­
most immediately by a 
visit from Ray's ",brother,, 
Jerry, from East Sf.Lo-Cus, rn:-·-~-- -

• 
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RAY VISIT-J. B. Ston­
er signs out at prison 
after v i_s it in 9 his new 
client~-James Earrl{oy. 

WI Wirephoto 
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,,,-- .. 1 . ' ,-.. 
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~) 
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r·~· . ~ ILuie·, arguing agaJf!sl what .. he 

l
l , .). t7J \:, q~-cnllccl the misconception that 
hi ~;'J ) / Hay \:~.s not a~ racist, sa'.:: th_at 

l1 . on A11111 5, 19J8, Ray \\ ,,s 1 e­
le<1sed from the federal prison 
,it Leavenworth, Kan., with this 
item in his report: 

i "On Sept. 12, 1957, he was ap-

1

,provecl for our Honor Farm but 
wc1s never actually transferred 

~ to the farm due to the fact that 
1 ! he did not feel that he could live 

, , , , . , . _ '')Vlien. early in the presiden-: in an Honor Fa~-rn Dormitor-y 
NE\\' YOhh (AP) -. Avth0 t--t•,-" 1· , •an of l96S he sho~ because they are integrated.'' w·•r B elf rd Hure says la campJrb ' 1 · h 

'i, iam . ra. 0 
. er .. , ancl killed Dr. Martin Luther Huie also. said persons \v: o 

James ~all Ray thout:ht that b:i_ l\Ll(J' Jr Ray took what he re-j knew Ray m Canada, Mexico 
murclcrmg _Dr. l\Iarlm Luthet ··ards a·~ a political action ap- ,md California_ reported bitter 
Jr. he \\Ould h~~p former ;roved by millions of Ameri-1 anti-Negro act10ns or r~marks 

,Alaban_1a Gov. G~o1be C. Wal-I . Ra. thinks he fired the, by Ray. 
lace wm the presidency. . :~i~~:, sho/ in a soc:ial or rac:ial Huie a1so said a psychiatric 

Huie says 1:,~Y now_ considers COilflicl, a second Civil War, examination in _1966 _at th_e Ful: 
himself a pol!trc~l ynsoner and,which will eventually result in ton State Hospital 111 Mrssoun, 
that certain po1It1cal develop- his beincr freed. strongly suggested he would 
men ts in the United States will ;,11 t

0
h for feels fulfilled: have been capable o.f murder. 

d · b · f l f m e ere e d' d " · le~ , t~ hrs emg. ree~ ro He believes he is likeq, respect- He was 1agnose_ as a _soc(O· 
pnson In t,rn to fom yea1 s. -ed even admired. And he ,is, pathic . person_allty, an~1soc1al 

Ray, Huie says, thought Wal- co;1.fident that political develop- type with an~rety and epres-
lace wol1lcl be elected and then ments in the United States will sffe features. . _ 
promptly pardon him. :cause him to be freed in two to, . In th~ same issue, Look car-

His comments are contained four years. .

1 

nes articles by Arthur J. Hanes, 
• . · · f L k . a former Ray lawver, and Per-dn the n,nent i::;sue o 00 ; ".James Ray, who rs 41, along , . J • , 

magazine. He say_s they ~re with his brnlhers .Jen-y, 3-1, and c~ Foreman, Ra~ s ~awy_e~ 
based on informat10n supplied .John, 37, believed that George wl'.:n he r!;leadef \flty ~? murd 
by Ray, his lawyers and mem- C Wallace would be elected de, of n..ng da t 9e9mp.1s.,a~ 
b . f R~ , f i]v · . ~ -~--<'-'--.,,sentence· o years m ers o c.y s am_ J • i president on Nov. ;i, !SGS, a'm, . , _______ ., 

Huie also \vTites that he
1
thal President Wallace would pr,son. 

thcught last October that "Pow-
1 
promptly pardon the murderer 

eriul men ,probably made the:of Dr. King. James Ray thot:ght 
decision to kill Dr. King." No:v, tb.at by murdering Dr. King, 
he s_ays, he ~as found no conf1r-

1
he would aid Wallace's cause." 

mat1on of this. I Huie \\Tites that the Ra} 
"I belien," Huie says, "that:brothers "figured they had 

one or two men other than gained something" with the Re-', 
.James Earl Ray ma~ have had publican victory. One reasoni 
foreknowledge of th1s murder.1nav cha;:ced law'-·ers on the eve 
and that makes a little conspira-! of his trial set fo~ Nov. 12, 1968, 
cy. But if there was a conspira- 1 Hufe writes, was that he thought 
cy, I now believe that_ James he"d have a better chance after 

1 Earl Ra1 was pro~ably its ,1,ead- t;ie inaugural date. I 
er, not 1ts tool or 1ts dupe. Huie quotes Jerry Ray as say-! 

Discussing Ray's view of him- ing, ".Jimmy's friends are just 
sefr-mra-pf>litical prisoner, ttuie'.'foLmd to have more power after 
writes: INixon becomes President." 
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"I still believ~~-.J!al)CS 
wrlte~Tfli'at Ray killed Dr. 
King because he \\'as directed to 
.do it. Despite his plea of guilty 
in comt, I also feel that Ray did 
not calTy out the murder entire-
ly a~one. ' 

"On balance, both my son and 
partner, Arthur Jr., and I feel 
that, at the very least, Ray was 
helped. This means that we be­
lieve there was what the law 
/ calls a ca:-: -piracy." 

. Fc·-~:nan writes: 

"I think Ray believed Dr. 
King was a Communist; that his 
crusades opened the Pandora's 
box of riot; and that, t:1ough he 
preached nonviolence, by indi­
redion he created Black Mus­
lims, Black Panthers and lnvad­
lers. 

"Ray thinks that the war 'le 
tween Mle races is imminent, 
and he wanted to fire the ii ~t 
shot. The shooting of Dr. K:ng, 
to him wos ,the Pearl Harbor of 
that war. He didn't tell my any 
of this: 'It is w:1at I believe he 
thhks. . 

_ "I don't believe there was any 
conspiracy." 

In another article, Look 
quotes the Rev. Ralph Aber­
nat!1y as saying Dr. King had 
told him and his wife Coretta 
shortly before hls assassination 
that he would not lead the Poor 
People's Campaign on Was:1ing­
ton. He and other King aides 
were quoted as sa:,;ng Dr. King 
ha£ becomP,_ weary and despond-
ent over crlticism. ., 

• 
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--------------------------------.! 
• • I It also quoted a letter 

ft}_ ~ / · ~ ,n,,,~'l'·V,a r,~ t) 'llys• (l'.; J'! ,.J.~7°""11 {f~7i·o11"i' Huie say fog Hay li;,~:t1 J-c: -§ //,,_l [ [ V H il ll ~ \.• , ~ ~'~ UJ flj ii li lt should not be allowed to 
take the witness stand in 

··o-/ 4 :o,· fl~~ ln,~.,. N· -tP'll;f '1T"fr1;~_!_~~0\;nd~f~nseb~::~~'~I 
ll u n u ,;j ti \,I Ii ~ 'y' D ll w QI ii would have no boOK" u fie 

. . ~lid. . 
Claim Slayer's Previous Lawyers Used Hirr Another Jette; said that 

·to Sell His Inside Story for Publication / part of the financia~ agree-
- No court decision has ment between Hme, Ray 

MEMPHIS (UPI)-At- been made yet, but several and Hanes, signed July 8, 
torneys for James Earl Tennessee legal authori- 1968, shortly ·after Ray's 

ties say Ray may already arrest in London, provided 
Ray, convicted of siaying have won a new trial. _tl~at Ray would be· nai1l 
Dr. Martin Luther King, They based this opinio_n m1-$o,VO0 a month until •~ 
filed motions for a new a letter from Ray, written . total of $35,000 was paid 
t · 1 11 1 d gro nds from the Tennessee State . . . · 
na 

11 
on ay on u Prison in Nashville before 1hnn by Hme. . 

tl~at Ray _has been used by Battle died. The 1 et t er I A letter from Hme ~o 
his prev10us attorneys to asked for a new trial, but Ray, d~ted Marcl:i, 7 ~his 
peddle his inside story~c_Hle had not acted 011 year, sa1~ that Hme paid a 

. · · , - - · - --- · total of $40 000 to Ray and 
magaz_mes, books and J.!1Q::--i1ay's request before he his attorn~ys, . of which 
tion p1ctu~es. . died. . - j $10,000 went. t? Foreman 

I1; motion~ sign~~ by The legal authorities say • ~1~~ the remamm~ 
Rays three new atto 1e~s, Tennessee law may auto- _w · Hanes. . ~· __ 
the 41-year - old convict matically grant Ray a new 
claimed that he was forced trial because of a section 

• to plead guilty to_ the April in_ the law th~t grants new 
, 4 1968 sniper slaying trials to co1:v1c_ted p~rsons 
:: ' ' when the tnal Judge m the 
, b~cause of pr_essure from ·case dies without actil'}g 
:his attorneys. on motions for a new trial. 

Ray's tw<;> chief aU.,.0~'--Ray's formal motions to 
neys iri' · the case were Judge Faquin Mon cl a} 
Percy Foreman, the famed ,nfre signed by . Richard 
Houston lawyer and Ar- Ryan, a Mem1~l11.s attor-

' ney, and associate coun-
thur J. Hanes ~r., ~ former _ sel.s J'. B. Stoner, a Ku 
mayor of Brrmmgham, Klux Klan lawyer from 
Ala. Ray has fired both of Savannah, Ga., and Robert 
the men. W. Hill Jr., of Chattanoo-

.The motions for a_ new gaThe motions were sub­
trial were file'd in the milted with copies -of sev­
Shelby County clerk of • eral letters between Ray, 

. courts office and must be I Hanes, Foreman and au­
acted upon by Criminal ! ! ~? r William Bradfal'd 
Co rt J1,1dge Arthur ~l~Ite, who had _a contrc:ct 

u with Ray for his autoh.o-
quin. -g61phy and Inside story fJf 

-- Ju9ge Stricken the slaying. 
I<.,aquin was assigned to Ray's motion said he was 

the Ray case earlier this deprived of his right to 
r effective legal counsel by 

month when Judge \\ · the conflicting interests 
Preston Battle, ,vho had his attorneys had in mak­
presidecl over Ray's short ing publication contracts 
trial March 10, died of a ,~ith Huie for R~ts insig..e 
he~ttrtk last mont1r:--~s.,-0ry. · · · 
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 
--------------------------1 

Ray's attempt to wil1 a 
"'-ne,v" trial on a firsf-cfcgree 

for f»t\U'" ~t: rv~ 
F,{ tiJ \/ (\i ~ ~ ii :0

·/'' 
,u~,,~~QI.M~~ 

murder ch a r g e in Dr. 
King's death. Ray fired 
Foreman a.f ter pleading 
guilty March 10. 

Both the new trial bid 
and the attempt to nullify 
the contracts with Fore-
man and Huie are based NASHVILLE 01'l-Jamcs 

Earl Ifay, serving a 99-year on Hay's chcl.l'gcs that he 
sentence in the death of ,vas pressured by Fore­
Dr. l\farlin Luther King, man - a charge which 

' Foreman bas denied. sought Friday to void con-
tracts for at least $200,000 Hill, meanwhile, to 1 d 

newsmen that he hacl been 
with his former lawyer and . turned back by \Vardcq. 
a biographer. 

1 

"Lake }1.11ss_e~l when h~ 
Robert Hill Jr., a Chat- i sought to v1s1t Ray at tfo1 

tanooga lawyer, filed suit state penitentiary F'ridaY, 

~~1s%!·1~!;t;~~c~e;i~
1

\~o:~: r-'m~~!~;· S. Avery, stc\t; 
man ~f _Houston, and \Vl:i- CO:l'ection~ comn1issi~ner,' 
ter \V1l11am Bradford Huie ~ s,ud no prisoner is allowedt 
of Hartselle, Ala., of "look- to visit anyon3 but hie 1 

ing out for their monetary ' - [ f 1 d · ~ h' ' 
interests, rathe1· than the < e ense awyc~ urmo . is i 
rights" of Ray. ~.1 ass if i c at1on penccl,.: 

Hill became associated /r,,hich takes about si:<~\J 
in Ray's case after Ray ,weeks. __ J<r 
announced he had fired : Dr. Kinu wc1s slain \p · 
I•'oreman after Ray plead- . . . 0 

• • ~ r_ . 
;eel guilty :rviarch io at ~4, 1868, UJ }.t0mph1s. J 
Memphis. 

Shaj•e of Royalties 
'l'he suit and exhibits 

show Foreman wo.s to 
receive royalties up to 
$165,000 from writings by 
Huie on Ray's life. Huie 
was to receive at least 
$33,000 himself from the 
sale of magazine articles 
and a book entitled, "He 
Slew the Dreamer." 

'fhe result, the lawsuit 
said, was that Foreman 
had a "strong monetary 
interest in having Ray 
found g u i 1 t y a n d sen­
tenced to a 99-vear term 
for a crime ,vhich he did 
not commit. 11 

The de\·elopmcnt came 
as a spokesman for Cri­
i.ninal Court aL ?-I::crnn1,is 
s a i cl an anrrnlli1t·cn1cnt 
wc1s expected '\\'ecI,·te:adcty 
Cili-aU~i'fe for a hf!<TiTf/t-ii1 
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• 
(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 

,(,:!;, !If ~ . _______________ :___ _____ ~---------' 

"--ic_; ,.\_.r..~_,,~ ,--'i:;::z,-, • ___ ·:, ,c_·_;r-., .. r.'::.,:-, r, -_n .1 c,_,,tnnonv "mbli ~ 1·1ro11c--L•ty__ •111 f·l 
i!.~.:..::.-·i . ~~ '.\"""'',,.; - 7:,--~,=~'-.:\.';<'--!'• .. J. ' 'J/.., .. -::-, -

;.; \~ t, \(j r., t:1 ... \QY )/ J\:) 0110 ViO'tlld or ('(,jjl(f ~l,,,,6 
· exdusivo sto1·y rights in t!w 

rl'!-'•, ,naiJcr." 
fr;{(:8~/ _ .ACl;il?,'; Oil. Jl'on:·rnan',c; ~:tl.v.\cc, 

,, R:.iy CJiLcwJ t},(-\ gull;y plc:t 
l u i\l";;rrh 10 ;ill cl, hr p1-c,n-raiigr:. 
i H r~r r"?•I'_~ ~f";,':"i'~J jJ)(?)]!; WJS ~;:micnccd lo fi'.) ycm.'i: 

UU il~ 11,\,·•\_-n\·;;;g lik ,,inprL':cn1,JJ?mrwd;\i111:;J10did 
, - i ~o ,Jt,01.· J<'m:c,111;.m convhtccd. 

CHATTANOOGA, Tenn.! ltim that: if: \Ft.,; Jiis only c-11:mce 
(UPJ)--Jamrs Earl Hay's 11ew! 0 f tcic:1pi11,:; t1ir rlcclric i:ll:1h·. 
ati orncy said Saturday 1101 Ti.,q'::; JJ(;Lilion nskl 1Jg the 
believes 11is dient js i1mocent off r:nvrt lfl vmd Jiis contrr1ct wltl1 
1he slaying of Dr. :i\fartin1 i'.'liiclt Ji'orcm:111 v.-0111(1 JiavG 
Lnlller K.i11g Jr. and t1iat Jic is reci:-ivccl Hay';-; .s11arc of ilie 
prepare cl 1o present "new ror, 1: ics from :ln_yt hi nz; II vie I 

cvic1cnce" -at a hearing 11ext n11rl1t \\Tile on the ~asc--1 
Wednesday. charged i11lat the b:ll'g,!ining for, 

Attorney Ro1Jert Hill noted 111(' mi.year trnn "could c;-isily 
tJiat Criminal ColU't Judc~e have been <Jone by any studcn( 
ArtJnir F2.fJilin ih;:i:; sciicl }!C? dJ1 fn::-lt ont of J,1w school." i 
<1c::idE; jn Mr1nphis \','nln.-'.'sday E:-:phii11ing his role, ]Jill s,lid: · 
v;·\tTT 110 '\ViJl ]1s::;1r Jrg1m1r:i,ls on '.'The JT:tson I lJcrarnc involved 
}1c1y'.s rnoLb.11~; for :t m:-',.' tria1 111 tJ1r; c;-isc 1J,1skally ec1m0 from 

1hU :-;:1hl Jw \r:1:;n't MU-; ,ny rcrtdi113 of H10 contracts 
iv1JeLh01· JTa11Hin ,v01ilr1 tc,l,1~ 1ww 111l(lcr wliiclt Forc1n,m, Uulc a11d 
e,,k!e,w:0 ,:t 1(1;;: t tlmc, b:tt Jt 00, flu nc:i h;1d bcc:ornc i 11velrrcl." • 
"I u•:l hr,v0 :1cr1 cvfricnce 5a the He .s:airl l10: took il1e c;:1se out 
<::;:isr." TJie nature or Hie r:f .syrnpc1thy for J:3.y ;:iwJ 
c·,jdcnrn w,,s not discJo::;cJ. ··beca.11;;0 I it.11inl-;: l\Ir. H~1y was' 

'J'h0 .tttorncy r,a"ld R<1y's done <'l gre:it jnjuslice." : 
brotlwr, ~ferry, would be, r:.v::i.ila- _ Asl;ed 'iVhelhct vie tliink,; Hay 
hle to tc;;t.ify jf Oie judrre so 1s im:occnt, Hill rcpliul: "Well,: 
(10:-Jrcs, and Uiat Jerry ''had .a I bclK:vc in dcirnding }1lni•-TI1y' 

J::ood portion of prnor and wm! J)C'rsonaJ viewpoJnt ds rrrnm,;.trr­
cooperate." : ial, but .sinee you Jrnve a:;kcd 

Hill filed a petition in U,S.' nit, 'yes,' I do believe lie is 
llis1rict Court in Na~hvillc 111 n1~c:cnL" , 
Frid;iy ch;n·iin~; 111aL R:iy V.'as HiH was Jl"rmittL·cl. 1o 1alk 
"pIC5Sll1':_<l'' into ph1(1:i1z. g1ulty w,_u1 R[\y Yri_clc1y j~ the! 
to Uw l\..m~ .slay111:; tc, rrntcc:t ;1,1c1:--:1,1~1um sec11nty sr:d1nn of 
the rs1 ory ;in(! ,r,ovi,:; riil!l.s rto - '11c . I ~-nne:::se0 ~tatc Prbon at 
hi'; Jifo-rJghts {hat mn f,aid :-! 02nv1llc, where Ray is !win;; 
might bo worth ''m:UJ!c,ns ur Jicld. 
clol1ars." - The -attorney said, tl!c1.l: al-

Tlle 2a-yer1x-01d fa,'iJ'EY, a t!Jmiglt 01c :state llad c1w:·gcd 
karate e:qiert ,.,,ho s;:~ali'.,~ r:lfo a U1at Hay klJJrd JG.ng because oI 
slig1tt Jirnp as a rc.,ult ('Uh_~ .. cJci:p c seated Jiat.rerl. for 
c1Ii1tlhoc:r1 bout wilh Jiulio, :ist:,::d ,w:-groes, :this was not tDG"-c,Ge~ 
the District Court to void tJ1e 
conir;,,,cts ,,,.,Jiich Eay previously 
nw,clc w.i1h f,nncd 1ri~1l fa,,yyer 
Percy Fon'man ,;r,(l nuUlf)r 
\\'ilfa1111 J\r;:dlnrd Huit, ;rnd 
;JJ[()rllPJ' 1::\\')'('I", for11w,_· lJir-
1ni11,:~h;p11 j'\J;iyrit .\ri hn1· 11:inc:.; 
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NASHVILLE, Tenn. . U.Pl )­
.lames Earl Ray \\',is tlie dupe 
in the murder of Dr. :\larlin 
Lulhcr King Jr., and is ,·irtually 
a~::mrecl of winning a new trial, 
his attorney said Tuesd:~y. 

Hobert 'IV. Hill {Jf Chattanooga 
!old new.~nwn following a three­
hour and 15-rninute conference 
\\'ilh Ray at the stale penitentia­
ry that he discussed wilh Ray 
the new trial molion which will 
he heard in 1\Icmphis 1Iay 26. 

Hill said they also discussed 
passing the conspiracy 

.?spec:ts of the case. 
"He (Ray) has no real 

knowledge of any conspiracy/ 
that I know of," }!ill said. "Ile; 
flatly just doesn't know. nej 
doesn't have that much know­
lPclge of what actually hap-! 
pen ed." I 

The slender, young attorney 
did not .say who he thought had 
''duped" Ray ;:ind dec1inccl to 
~ay what type of alibi Ray wilt 
rlaim in the event a new trial is 
grant eel. 

Ray has hcen confined to an 
i:,o1;:iLecl rnaxirnnm security cell 
in the stale prison here since 
March 11, the day after he 
pleaded guilty in }[ernphis to· 
Kin.~'s murder in exchange for 
~ 90-ye,H· sentence. 

If a new trL1l is gr:1ntecl, Hill 
;;;:iirl, Ray h;:i;; no particular 
dc~ire to tc.~lify but would be 
willin~ to do :;11 --tn explain 
hcts that rnighl hr confthing.'' 

Hill s;:iid Ray cienied pulling 
the tri,;gcr of thC' rifle th:1l 
ki iled King and ht· \I as 
crm\·incecl th:-il H:iy '-' as in­
noc-cnt. 

lmplyin;: that the room in 
\\"hirh he 1;ilkrd wi: h fLiy may 
h ;i_ \# e bi)rn clc('trcnic;1:ly 
k1;'.~ul. Hill ;;;!id he nc'IT·c frlt 
complrtely free to t,dk \1·ith 
I:_rl:.: ill the prt.~on. ··--~---------

(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 
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A 

!MK11PHIS, 'l'enn. (AP)-­
. ·/here was no ;;:11-r,oints b: 1lle­
tin issued to stop Jamc3 E,:rl 
nay the nig:1t he sh0t arid 
killed Dt. 1lm·tin Lttther King 
.Tr. and fled i\Iemphis in a 
w;1ite 10G6 i\h,stang. 

ch~c:kpoints established at the peel was belicn:d to be in a 
n cares t escape routes to \',]lite J\lusU1ng. This wasn't 
neighboring Ai·k;i,nsas an cl enough to put out an all­
niississi11pi-or in Georgia, ,\l- points. To do that, you usually 
abama, :l\Iissouri, Louisiana, h:tve to indicate that a war­
South CaroVna, Virginia or rant has been Jssued and that 
h.:eHtucky. Or 2-nywhere. you ,vm nlradite. Other­

Police Chief Henry Lu:,, 
1\·ho for months h,1 d. foe im­
pression that an automatic 
alarm had been broadcast, ''The flr:;t Memphis police wise, tlle receiving states are 
confirmed jn an exclu:;:~vc in- rar1io transmission mentioning not going to act on it." 
1crview that :t10 such bu1letin a white J\lustrng was logged ,c\noihcr explanation, given 

c1t G:11 run., April 4, lnGS," by l\Icmp'.lis polico as \1;cl1 c1s 
Tile wides pre ad belief sc1.id a Shelby County authori- police offic:l2ls in otl1cr ,u·eas, 

among law e11iorcerDent offi- ty 1.vith intimate howledge of ,1·as that the local situation 
conse,pe:1t1y t'.1e the state's evidence. was :1cctic and tense and that 

public-that a bulletin had King was shot at 6:01 p.m. authorit.ics were concerned 
been issued anJ that H2,y h:1d ltay apparently ,ras on the_ about rioting and disorder. 
apparently escaped with case street and on his way within In his trial before the l,,te 
in spite of it contributed to the minutes. Had he begun his Judge W. Preston Battle, Ray · 
suspicion th2t he rn]ght have flight in the l\Iustang as 12te drew a 99-year sent en c e 
been part of a conspiracy as 6:05 run., by 6:11 he \\'Ould l\Ictrch 10 under an agl'eement 
rather than a lone killer. have been on the Memphis-Ar- to plead guilty. Ray li1ter re-

The judge in Ray's trial kansas Bric1ge leading to Ar- pudiated tile agreement and, 
said in an intervie\v afterward kans,:s or no more than 10 f o 11 owing Judge Battle's 
he ·was rnvstifieu over how minutes a\':ay from the :Mis- death, was granted a liearing 
It:1y· elur1,:d the roadb10cks sissippl state line. on his motion for a new trial. 
that wollld have been estal1- Chic£ Lux, in explc:i.ning the Dming a series of exclusive 
lished followin;;; an a'.:-points failure to is,ue an aU-poirlts interviews just before he cied 
alert. A :1ea:-;.:16 on Ray's bulletin, saicl: "At this tirne, of a heart attack, Judge Bat­
motion for a ne'iV trhl is we did not know for sure or tle sr:.id there ,rere questions 
scheduled for l\[ay 26. have any proof C1at a white about the Ray case whidi 

5;nD~"•h,;re was no bulletin, :Mustang was involved. We troubled him, the chief one 
there wcr~ no roadblocks or 1 had broadcas_t_th_a_t_t_h_e_s __ u_s-__ b_e_it_1b._Y_n_,a_y_·_'_s_fl_.i_g_h_t._~_-·_··-_ 

I 

' '\ 
\\ 

,' J 
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· lie saicl: "To me, tlie cs­
cape·sc.-ifo1s miraculous. I 
don't sec :10w he got from 
here to Atlanta in that ,1 hite 
1\Iustang \\ ith an all-points 
bulletin out." Ray's aban­
doned Mustang was confocat­
ed by the Fm in Atlanta April 
11, 1968. 

Investigation into this ques­
ti.on showed that even a year 
after the slaying tliere v:ere 
authorities in some neighbor­
ing st:::tcs ,rho still had the 
impressioll that there had 
been such a bulletin. 

A spokesman for t:12 Virgin­
ia State Police said: "We pas­
sed on an all-points bulletin." 
Georgia inform:rnts sa.:d they 
touldn't remember a specific 
message but "somehow we 
knew there \\ as a l\Instang." 
South Carolina sources s,,id 
the details were now blurred 
but "we definitely remember 
an all-points bulletin." 

But in none of these stale'.,, 
or any <Jthers, were there any 
unusual or nonroutine patrol 
~ctions, ~uch as the setting up 
o'f roaill:5Jocks. 

• 

Chief Lux at first· seemed 
certain an c1larm '}1acl-l.iocfo 
b r o a cl c a s t to nclgllbor.ing 
states. He 2xplainc:d: 

"\\"e liave a c1iri:.:ct telephone 
line to the Shelby County . 
sheriff's office. It's automatic 
procrclure to call the s:1criff's 
office." 

TlJe sheriff's office has two-. 
\\'ay r a cl i o cornmunication 
with the Tennessee Hlglnvay 
Patrol anc1 state police in Ar­
kansas and 1Iis.chsippi. That's I 
how, acco'.·_::;ig to Chief Lux, 1 

the adjoining states were ! 
alerU?cl. 
· But Sheriff Williarn X. Nor­

ris, questioned. about his role 
the night of April 4, said: 

"I never receivcu ,my com­
munication that night regard­
ing a \\"ll}te :Mustang or any 
request to transmit an alert to 
any other police agency." 

T'.1c Tennessee IIigim·ay Pa­
trol reported that it Iogged a 
statewide broc1dcast at 6: 30 
p.m., to be "on tlie alert for a 
late model 1Iust:ing, driven 
by a \illite male, with dark 
hair, neatly dressed, in 
c.0rn~~1p v;ith the slaying of 
l\larLin Luther King.''>r,u-crn{ 

roadblock~s were establis.hed 
nor did the patrol issne an 
all-pO>ints to other areas. 

"Tile reason \r2 did not put 
out an automatic all-points is 
that tl12 ~\Iempr1is Police De­

. partrncnt tEd not request it." 
sa)cl a tLC-:!,l\\ ay p;.itrol spokf:s-man~- •---· --· 
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 

"There is no way to know wll.Y: 
<'-··1ic \Ya.nted this cquip1ne"nCb1Itit 

'ls not unus11al for someone wish­
fog to make a film from a hid­
den position to use such a cam­
era with a remote control cable. 
I can see the possibilities of a 
person doing sunreillance work 
using s u ch a camera setup. I 
But I do not know, and he did 
not indicate his interest in any 

By BEJ1NATID GAVZER communication." 
· . In his orig,inal order, Ray 

. CHICAGO (AP) - Durrng the twice said he wanted the equip­
time James Earl nay was . on mcnt sent to him quickly. He 
fac _run as an escaped ..,~onvi~t, asked that it be shipped to '.1im 
he mvestcd_ at least $007.24 111 at 2608 IIigllland Ave., Binning­
camera eqmpment that could ~e ham, Ala. This was the Econo­
used for undercover ~urveil- my Grill & Rooms, a private, 
lance._ He was so a~x10~1s t_o ,home that had seen its glory 
have_ 1t, ,he_ asl:ec1 for it n,n-m,ul · and now was a cheap rooming 
special nel1vcry. house. Ray moved in Aug. 26, 

There has been EO explanation after coming from Montreal. He 
why Ray bought such equip- had been on the move since 
ment or whether it plccycd any April 23, 1967, when he esca11ed 
part-howe\'er remote-in the from the l\Iissomi State Peni­
rnurder April 4, l9G8, of Dr. tentiary at Jefferson City. 
M:irtin Luther King Jr. Ray got "In his first order," Burke 
rid of the equipment sometime said, "he also wrote for man­
before the slayiHg. uals on sound stripers, an L&F 

His de2.lings with the Superior autornatic cine printer and a 
Bulk Film Co. of Chicago 11elpcd Eurnig Mark S sound projec­
the FBI reconstrnd Ray's tor." 
move1,1ent; uu to the time of the Superior Bulk sent the order 
shooting in r.Icmphis. . to Birming:1am but had to sub-

Ray now is se:n'ing 9:l years in stitute a C:estlinc 8 camera on: 
Tenm!ssee State Penitentiary. a lo?:1 ba

1

s1s becaus~L th: K~dakl 
He is trying to get a new trial Sur;<.::1 S ,, as out of sLOck te1i1po­
aad to upset the agreement un-

1 
rm.:ly. .., . I 

cter which he pleaded guilty in: On ?ct. 5, Ray w~ ote he was: 
ord0r to escape the electric' :et,~n11ng., the Cre~t1111e

1 

because I 
C'.'1.ai.r. A hearing is set for 1\fay 1t has o,tly one film ~1)~ed ~nd 
~G .in Memphis. i I wan,t,ed the Kodak Mo wh1chl 

) - . 
0 

_: . , " _ • . • , has 4. 
haf,, u;~m.,, lus alJa:,, _ Er :c S,' I Hay stayed in Los Angeles un­

G alt, s-::nt a p~stal mDne; ?I· til l\Iarch 17, 1968_ 
d,°\_ Oct. 3, )9o7, to. Sup~no1~ Whether Ray thought hel 
J,uln. along \,Ith an ~rc!e~ b,ank v;ou1d be in Los Angeles for five! 
0
_~/~rc~as~/~ a ~ 0

~
12t ~~Ia: mont:is as certc1inty or whether! 

pr Jec:tor, 1'.L:iZ, a h~ui,c ~qer this \Vas merely a casual guess! 
S Camera, Moel~_ ]),;S, ~nt:1. a on his part cannot be deter-' 
zoom lens; an 111 I combmiltl0l1 ,- " 1 B It b"''o,·c the f'\'C f 1' d ~o ft TIJlL(. l cl • , l 
:r:1m super, ~p11c~r, an a ~ ~ .. n10n'Q1s were up, he~ was in: 

I emote COllLl ol Cnble. --!1feiiiphis, where he killectl\in~fj 
Asked what suc:i equipment -

could be used for, Gunnar 
B,::3,,:,, .officer manager of S11pe-
ri0r Bulk, said: 

II 
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Raf Case Judge Ffees· 
1 om Cont~mpt Counts 

MEMPHIS (lp) - The 
judge who will hear James· 
Earl Ray's bid for a new 
trial in the slaying of Dr. 
Martin Luther King dis­
lllissed contempt-of-court 
cp.arges against seven per­
sons Friday in connection 
with the Ray case. 

Ray entered a -guilty 
plea March 10 • iri · the 
murder of Dr. King and 
was sentenced to 99 years 
in prison by ·Judge W. 
Preston 'Battle, whb died 
later that month. · 
· Judge Arthur Faquin, 

who took o v e r a ft e r 
Battlets death, acted at the 
recommendat~on of a spe­
cial bat association com­
~ittee on publicity. 

The committee had re­
commended that, because 

· of Battle's death, four 
persons whom Battle had 
held in contempt should 

,be granted new trials or 
the charges should be ! 

[ 

dismissed. . . 
· The four were Arthur .L.l 

]Janes; Ray's first attor"' 
ney; Renfro T. Hays, a 

· private investigator, and 

two Memphis newspaper 
reporters, C h a r 1 e s Ed'­
mundson of the Commer­
cial Appeal and Roy Ha­
milton of the Press-Scimi-
tar. ' ' 

,The bar committee had 
re commended contempt 
proceedings against · the 
three hers but a hearin • 
had ot yet been h 

. T were Geor e . 
ake · an I f earms 

expert; autlit>r 
Bradford H . 

ev. James 
official of the Southel'n 
Christia eadership Con­
ference 

Ray, bound in chains I 
and escorted by 25 armed . 
guards in an 11-car p.olicel 
c a r a v a n, was returned 
Thursday to the Shelby 
County jail. . · 
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Ra)'"Case. 
7 0~1 Co~1te~11~c»'i 

1\IE~f PHIS U'l - The two :\lcmphis newspaper 
judge who \\·ill hear .fame~ reporters, Ch a r 1 es Eel, 

.Earl H:iy'.--; bicl foi• a new· mund~on of the Commer~ 
trial in the slayi11g of_Dr. cial Appeal ancl Roy Ha-
Martin I ,uther King· dis- mil ton of the Press-Scimi-
mi:e:sed contempt-of-court ' tar. · 
charge.;;; against seven per~ The Da1 committee nacl 
;:;ons F'riclm· in connection re eornmendccl contempt 
with the llcty ~ase. proceedings against the 

Ray entered a giu1ty three others but a he{1.ring· _/ 
plea March 10 in the hacl not vet been helc / 
murder of Dr. King and They wer~ George B e-
was sentenced to DD \·ears brake, an F'BI fi · arms 
in pri:-eon b_v Juclg~ W. expert; · author Villiam 
Preston Battle, who died Bradford Hui , and the 
later that month. Rev. James ::.evcl, a top 

Judge Arthur . Fetquin, official o the Southern 
,\·ho took O ver after Christio Leadership Con-
i.~ctt~1e's deat}~, acted ct~ ~he fcren · · 
1:ccommcnclation of a spe- R "·, bound in chains 
· I J · t· ancl e:e:cortccl bv 2.:5 armed eta · )ar assoc1a 1011 com:- • 

mittce on publicity; .gLiarcls in an 11-car police 
c a r a v a n, ,vas returned 

.· .The committee. had re- Thursdav to the Shelbv 
commended that, because . County jail. ~--'-'--'~· 

'of Battle's death, four ,_ -- " • 
per;-;ons ,vhom Battle hacl 
held ii1 contcnipt should 
be granted new trials or 
the charges should be 
tl ismissed. 

The four were Arthur J. 
lianc3, Ra,-'s first attor-
11--c\_;__ Ile~1f1:o 'r. }Icffs, a 

_ _rin,·ate 111\·c:=:tigato~·u• 
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:: 4 Partl..,;Sat.,May31, 1969 
·; ' 
':Dismissed Penal Chie,f _· 
;Ad~,its Ray Fund Ptah, 

Offered to Get Any Cash Hidd'en Away by 
King's Killer and Put It in Trust Accoun~ 

NASHVILLE (Bl-Harry 
A very. fired 24 hours ear .. 
lier as state corrections 
commissioner, confirmed 
J;'riday that he had offered 
to place in a trust fund 
any money hidden away 
by James Earl Ray. 

Avei•v's comment came 
in an interview with Jim 
Miller, WMAK :radio 
newsman, after the Nash­
ville Bannei· sald the in­
formation wu contained 
in a confidential report to 
Gov. Buford Ellington. 

Ray is. in maximum 
security at the Tenne~eee 
State Penitentiary, fllerv­
ing 99 years after pleading 
guilty to first-degree mur­
der in the assassination of 
Dr. Martin Luther King in 
Memphis April 4, 1968. 

Secret Agreement 
The Banner, in a story 

by crime reporter Larry 
Brinton, said a report to 

. Ellington by W. E. Hop-
ton, director of the Ten­
nessee Bureau of Criminal 
I d e n t i f i c a t ion, said, 
"A very . . . had assured 
the killer of Dr. Martin 
L u t h e r King t h a t he 
would secretly get the 
hidden money and place it 
i!l a trust fund for Ray." 
<Asked about this in a 

,(~pe - recorded interview 
W"ith WMAK, A very gave 
;t~~se detai_ls: . . 
1•:,;J'I told him (Ray) that 1f 
:ie would write me the full 
ttuth about his connection 
.'Vith the 'slaying of • Dr. 
Martin Luther King J,r., 
)tn.d if. anybody ~anted .to 
:-)1.~Y him for the story, I· 
;-~~~.; ~ ~----~,-·~ ~ 

would deposit whatever 
was paid to him for that in . 
his t1·ust account at the 
prison. · : 

"And that I would not 
take one cent of it. All I 
wanted to do was to tell 
the full truth. And that if 
he had any money bidden 
away that he received as a 
prepayment for his parti" 
cipation in the assassina~ 
tion, that if he'd tell me 
where it was, I would go 
get it and deposit that in 
t h e trust fund. T h a t' s 
what I told Mr. Hopton." 

Motive Questioned 
Asked if he wertt inter~ 

ested in trying to solve the 
King slaying, A very re­
p lied: 

. "'l'hat's not necessarily 
true at all. One of my 
principal motives in talk~ 
ing with him (Ray) was to 
try to determine who we 
might protect him against 
out there at the prison." 

The Banner said the 
report by Hopton quoted 
A very as saying he con• 
ducted three lengthy in­
terviews with Ray at the 
prison, aimed :primarily at 
solving the King slaying 
as well as to .gather mate­
rial for articles and· proba• 
bly a book. . . 

Ellington fired A very 
Thursday, on the heels 
of a report by the Interna­
tional Assn. of Chi~fs. of 
Police which was highly. 
critical of the entire state 
penal system .. But, Avery 

. 'quoted the governor.· as 
, saying his dealings with 

Ray were the basis for .the 
dismissal. ·· ~.;e; ~·. 

• 
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Penal Chief 
Ray Fund 

Offered to Get Any Cash Hidden Away by 
King's Killer and Put It in Trust Account 

NASHVILLE UP)-Harry would deposit whatever 
A very, fired 24 hours ear- was paid to him for that in 
1ie1· as state corrections his trust account at the 
comu11ss1oner, confirmed prison. 
-Friday that he had offered "And that I would not 

take one cent of it. All I 
to place in a trust fund wanted to do was to teW 
any money hidden a•.vay the full truth. And that if 
bv James Earl Rav. _ he had any money hidden 

., Avery's comme~1t came a,vay that he received as a 
in an interview with Jim prepayment for his parti-
11 i 11 er, WMAK radio cipation in the assassina­
newsrnan, after the ~ash- tion, that if he'd tell me 
ville Banner said the in- where it was, I v,:ould go 
formation was co11tained get it and deposit that in 
in a confidential report to the trust fund. That's 
Gov. Buford Ellington. what I told 1fr. Hopton." 

Ray is in maximum 
security at the Tennessee l\Iotive Qutstioncd 
State Penitentiary, serv- Asked if he were inter-
ing 99 years after pleading ested in trying to solve the 
guilty to first-degree mur- King slaying, Avery re­
der in the assassination of plied: 
D 11 1 · L h K" · ""'hat's not necessarily r . .1v artm ut er mg m .1 

Memphis April 4, 1968. true at all. One of my 
principal motives in talk-

Secret Agreement ing with him (nay) ,vas to 
The Banner, in a story try to determine who ,-re 

by crime reporter Larry might protect him against 
Brinton, said a report to · out there at the prison." 
Ellington by W. E. Hop- The Banner- said the 
ton, director of the Ten- report by Hopton quoted 
nessee Bureau of Criminal A very as saying he con­
I d e n ti f i c a t ion, said, ducted three lengthy in­
" A very . . . had assured tervie\VS with Ra:- at th~ 
the killer of Dr. Martin prison, aimed p;fo1arily at 
Lu the r King th a t he solving the King slaying 
would secretly get the as well as to gath2r mate­
hidden money and place it rial for ai;ticles and proba-
in a trust fund for Ray." blv a book. -

Asked about this in a ·Ellington fil'ed Avery 
tape - recorded interview Thursday, on the heels 
with \VMAK, Avery gave of a report by the Interna­
these details: tional Assn:· of Chief.s of 
. "I told him (Ray) that if Police which -.fas highly 
he would -write me the full critical of the e,uire sr.ate 
truth about his connection per.2J system.. But Avery 
'Nith the slaying of Dr. quoted the g,y,-ernor as 
1Ial'tin Luther King .Jr., saying his decdings •,vith 
a1:,d if _ansbody \vanted to Ray were the basis for the 

_paY-ffirrC for the story, T di~xissal. 
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?IIE?IIPHIS UPl--A hcar­
i ng may 1JC held l\Ionday 
to re\·iew the recent denial 
of a new trial for James 
Earl Ray in the assassina­
tion of Dr. l\Iartin Luther 
King. 

Richard .J. Hy an of 
l\Jemphis, a membc1· of 
Hay's new team .oLa!JJii; 
i~r3's~-s~&I that, even if no 

hearing were held, he bc­
licn:d Judge .Arthur Fa­
quin Jr. would at lea~t is­
sp~ a r_uljng on_ Ry2.n's re_;-
qucsL for a re\·Ie\1/. · 

·Hay, \vho enlE:rt:d a. .;uil­
ty plea March 10 to the 
slaying of Dr. King, wa3 
i·cf Ll_SS[l ff new trial l\iay 26 
by .l:<'aciuin. .. ---'----: 

•• 
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· Ray Pleads 
For Revie,v 
Of Denial 
MEMPHIS, Tenn. (AP) - At­

torneys for James Earl Ray 
asked for a review Friday of the 
recent denial of his new trial re­
quest, a move that could bring 
the case before the state Court 
of Criminal Appeals. 

Ray, who entered a guilty 
plea March 10 to the slaying of 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., was 
refused a new trial last month 
by Criminal Court Judge Arthur 
Faquin Jr. 

Richard J. Ryan of Memphis, 
1a member of Ray's new team of 
lawyers, said he filed for per­
mission Friday with the crimi­
nal court clerk to appeal the rul-
ing against the new trial. . l 

j 

Ray said he expect. Faquln to · 
hold a hearing on the new legal l 
maneuver Monday,. or if no l 
he~ng is held, to at least issue ~ 
ariilf~ .,._' .,.,,, ~ 

• 
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- ,,a»·•A•pipt by James Ear~Rav to 
block publication of a book. 7iseii mi 
his handwritten memoirs was denied 
:by a· federal judge in Memphis. Ray. 
· ~erving 99 years for the murder of 
Dr ... Martin· Luther King, was ~ot in 
court. • But. a. deposition claimeµ that 
'cqaµ:si·~he had signed with. his 
lawyers prejudiced his case. ' , 
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.--__ --lf-_-d-g:-. -e,-.... -.'. .. -0-.,, -. -r-.d-.. -e-. ,-r-s-:';:_:_E_x __ . -e~ .. ~rci~e, Ei~=~~;~!=~~=?~ 
.·a· · ,. . ... . . ·.. . • .. . ; . J· .. ., b. f · . R ·• years in _s9litary}':'~ .,,., . '; ; 

\; ··,,·•·· e, c·.' :r_ :eat,1.0,. 'h,,·:· ·.· '. O" .· .. · ... ·. ·'. ·_Q-t_,,· ' .a, .. ' y:;. .. :Mm~r ia:id ~t th~ <>4tset, 
· ·. · · · 'he wo'ulft decide :otily"' ir' 
' ~·s·. E' f . d ·,d .. ,· ' c·'. ,·c· ft t ' ' the confinement vlol~tes,· 

.,. · .. ,ays n Orce .. · ... -eness, ~n :on$ I U e ; Ray's .rights . und~r''',the ' 
<·.i'crulat: Punishme'nt for ·.ar.-' King's Slayer . ·EighthAmendmept which 
' .,. .· · · · ,. · ' · prohibits cruel an:d ,unu-
,/NASHVILLE {A>}-A fe- be, cruel punishment," Mil- sual pmi\shment,! ,• ' '' 
deral judge ordered Ten- ler said in handing down . . Lake Russell, the state 
:riessee State I>rison offici- his O rder, "particularly commissioner of correc­
als. .·.' Monday · to. provide when it is only to protect tion, told Miller: 
mote exercise and a job to "I'm ready to transfer 
James Earl Ray, who de- him from bodily harm." him to Brushy Mountain 
clared e.arlier he prefers Miller described as con- right now. 11 He referred to 
the threat of death at the structive a suggestion by the state's maximum se­
hands of fellow inmates to Warden w. S. Neil that curity prison at Petres in 
remaining in solitary con- Ray be allowed to help e a s t Tennessee w h e r e 
finement. serve food to other maxi- there is one guard for e,ach 

:U.S. Dist. Judge William mum security prisoners two prisoners. · 
E. Miller's order could while they were locked up, At the Nashville pe~ 
res~t in Ray, the admit- and that he be allowed to nitentiary, Russell said, 
ted killer of Dr. Martin help janitors clean up. The there are 300 guards for 
Luther King, becoming a judge reseri"ed final judg- 2,000 inmates. 
part-time food server and inent, howev~r, until he Neil, warden at the 
janitor in the prison's receives the written plan. Nashville facility, said 
maximum &ecurity sec- Ray was asked at the · ~~ being kem.Jn..ili,g 
tion. , day-long hearing whether prison's isolation sectThil 

Miller ordered the state : because--nwe--aon't wanr 
to submit by Jan. 12 a plan I somebody to kill him and 
incorporating "recreation, we don't want him to· 
W ork and exercise" for 

escape." :flay, who had sought an 
injunction against co;ti- ,The warden said he also 
nued maximum secudty believed Ray might get 
confinement. However, ·m~1·~ h;lP from sy~pathe-
the judge did not order tic wnitl' worker'1 -3,:-~tfe_ 
that Ray be permitted to prison here, sTiould he try 
mingle with other priso- to escape. , · 
ners. But he added that Ray 

Ray contended solitary would have to be guarded 
confinment is impairing c~ no :rp-2.!J:_!Ji 
his health and violating where he was confined: 
his rights. 

The state said Ray, who 
was sentenced to 99 years 
in Dr. King's slaying, is 
b,eing kept in the

1 
6 x 9-foot 

cell here for his own 
PRPttotins.~ m::.:tA, ' 

"Enforced idleness can : 
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PREFERS RISK - J~mes Earl 
Ray enterlng courthouse in 
Nashville where he said he 
would prefer risking death at 
hands of other prisoners than 
r~9im~ his· isolated ~­
storv ·on ·page 13, Part 1 ~ire o 
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S.ec. B -,.12 · Vol. 95, No. 283 

To Cesar Chavez 

• 
(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 

Aug. 15., 1970 

· Would your agreement with the Teamsters Union to 
divvy up the organizing of agricultural workers properly 
be called a '.'sweetheart pact"? 

PA VENTURA 

'To Baseball Fans 
The Flood case, it seems, turned out to be a mere 

triclde. 
PA VENTURA 

To Assemblyman MacDonald 
Your demonstration of the need for a tighter clamp on 

dangerous drugs was timely and convincing. 
PA VENTURA 

To Native Americans 
Officials are reported to believe the Alcatraz Indians 

will cooperate. That's what Custer thought, too. 
PA VENTURA 

To The FBI 
Amid reports of your wiretap eavesdropping on the 

private life of Dr. Martin Luther King, one thing remains i 
unexplained: How can any citizen's peccadillos pose a , 
threat to the national security? That is the rationale for 
~-~~~ing, isn't it? p A VENTURA~,-=~ 
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FD~350 (Rev. 7-16-63) 

(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 

lii~BOOI( PtEPORT .:::·~:~:•~~~ 
~"~··· :···1~ tr · · r !' 

. ....., ' 

~f~~b~JV£i~t~~:l •, \} ~)i;.,} ·; .'~ < %· j 

~ifl/ri~ti?~'.}ir{i\·,; • -·,;, \.:-~: :- ·· 1 · M. · · : • .· L. · h ... JZ- • ·. 
~Ji~'f','t::·~~ppra1sa .• of .-amn. ut et +~J; 
~i'.f;ivR··o••..;;R· ~-'"'~~CH 1· . --~1 .~l. t f 'hi . st,aps .. idio1nn.?,- ohf'l __ c __ s.a_ st,-~--_~m_11%_ "'om;ne..-s,· ~,):~_.,.; . ~l!+ ,.,l •n.•n~ me _anc dUS par, o "le:! mTf" ., a1iilft~ :z:i1 

:t, · "/\Jt+"--•~ts ·c(!tic · · v1i:timizalion 
.':;:·,it'iii~r{, 'K{~''a '··GOD Bµt ho,v ~uch,: 6f this r:aeler~:t ~!~s~~11;h:sau~ • 
,.l)I!i~~ SAY~<EefJer> was rg_a::I 1.y necessary? ,thor sees them. ·. · j. ' 

tions :i,\ ~Il; ·thef Life; aBd How ml(cli detail of "barn- ' Though he has a few 
Death, of -~Ia~tin. tit_1ther v. ard go~ip" is necessary good things to ~ay aboµ~ 

Dr. l{ing, his basic point is 
, Kin$ Ji~., by John A'. Wil- for~ Williams w_ho dai~s lo deny him most 9f t_?e 
Ji.ams (Co\\1arcl - McCan11: that he has no mtereSt m- credit which has been giv­
$5.95) is a book \vhich Dr\ King as a private per- · en to him. He contends 
'sw:fo:gs between potboiling: son, "except as it pertiyns that Dr. King was a crea­
apd honest anger, charac- to b I a ck P e O P 1 e ti~ a tion of the white press and. 

· ter decimation and pene- whole"'? If this were ''th.e the white Establishment, 
trating appraisal, and il- only deprecation of :Pr. that.in "the awesome exer-
lustrates, sadly and per- King,. it might be uuder- cise of white power in the 
haps Unl.ntent1·onally, the standable. But Williams· 'U. • t d St ates 1·t .Ill e , • • · 
punitive impulses within ~ria~<; him 0~~ was this power, finally, 
the black liberation move- -level: his lack of uncler- that cut King down in con-
ment. · spiracy, and then . con:-­

spired to plug the memory 
of the man with putty." Issued Statement 

·wmiams has issued a 
statement. h1 connection 
with the b o o k w h i c h 
ought, in fairness. to ha,·c 
been included in the work 
itself. Obviously, i.t antici­
pates and attemph:: to dis­
arm criticism: "I didn't sit 
down to do this book to re­
veal anything or to gos­
sip." But the book is filled 
with the statements of an­
onymous informers on Dr. 
King's personal life, mat­
ters which, W i 11 i ams 
claims, were used by the 
white Establish.mgnt.-49 
l{eep 1me black lea~dei 'in 

· Williams suggests that 
whites loved Dr. King be­
cause nonviolence .was 
safe and had npt resulted. 
in real Jreedom-or·equa.lity 
for blacks. Theri 'in· some 
contradiction to. the bur­
den of the rest of the b9ok, 
he goes on to say that Dr., 
King _ wa~- kill~~. }?ecau~e '. 
he "Iiad been .more or .less ._ 
hinting in public ~hat the 
alternative to his phUoso-. 
phy could only be violence. 
He had not gained the vic­
tories he needed to weak­
en the growing press-man­
uf actured power and pub- .. 
licity of the 'black mili-
!~if I--~ had. sngk~n. O.J!t 
m conaemnat1on of tlie 
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VtsJnam~Var; ?e ~1ad~~~1 o~ the eagle o~e;~ or_,vhite,; :b~}clesru,w~ 
conated the mst1tut10ns turns m 011 him$elf, $~~• ~t. ~h~ ,vf!~ -~~.ast, ·of 
that constitute the white the views and habits· of .compass1an;·unde1'Btandirig 
· h · 1 · · · . ai~ J:ecognition~ all gf 
power structure, w 1 e those who have oppressea \v7cn are in sh ~ K 
publicly refusing to. ~c~ him." · ,---,--~~~ort Sup:p Y 

k
. l d . th . 1·a·t ' f A d tl · · · . I rn this self-indulgent book, .. · . now e ge- e va, I 1 Y. o, n . 1~s 1s precise y wb,icb ay;Sies sta::;' d ;!o'· 

bla~!t1,~;~,~-~~Y existence of what . W1lhams has done, ?r, King the author might' 
this book and its tone · co_nscwuSl! or. ·u ~~-on- not . ~ant applied · tc>'.:~1:ils 
raise serious questions . .Ob- sci?uSly,. mtentionai~y or c~pti:1b~n t~ the libera-. 
viously b l a C k militants umrttent1onally. lt IS · all t101'i M' cks lil Inwncr. 
were as opposed to Dr. the h1ore a shame because 
King as white extremists he is a fine writer and, in 
(though Williams con.: ge,neral, a thoughtful man. 
tends that all but a hand- Here he has written a 
ful of whites really. felt screed which for all the oc­
j o y f u 1 at Dr. King's casional truths it uncovers 
death!); the most critical abo1ft, the thinking and 
work so far to appear is f e~Jmg of blacks in Ameri­
precisely this one written ca;- echoes the inverted 
hy Williams. qrejudice of one of his ano­

nymous barnyard infor­
mants. "Martin," Person B 
told him, "was nothi11g QUt, 
a Southern country boy; 
naive. as hell about almost 

. , Punitiv~ lmp~lses . 
The pity is that punitive· 

impulses know no color 
line. Black leaders turil'\Qn 
each · other· ·with <lepress:­
ing regularity. In his state­
ment WUliams knows the 
t.ru th: _, 11W,hite people 

. , 9-idn't have_ t~ lay-a:finger 
. on ·:qim. for,, like. niost of us,. 
he -W~S .crJppled. ini ~\ibtle 
'¼ays ,, b~ the §srea,ming 
eagle ·o~ racism. Tne ·fie-

everytlting." 
'f h.e antidote to the myth 

of Dr. King must surely 
one day be written but it' 
~annot be .this anger-dis-' 
torted perspective. He was: 
a'<!. man . of .. confeauen&e, 
f.Ia,yed:)fs all ,.o. -".'us~-i~e, 
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FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63) 

'1 ,· .. -, 

I RaJFails 
I . . . 

'In New 

Escape 
Attenipt 
PETROS, Tenn. . (UPI) -: 

.Tames Earl Ray, the slay.er Ofl 
Dr. Martin Luther Kil.lg Jf.,, has 
bungled another attempt ·to I 
escape from prison, authorities, 

• said Monday. I 
State Corrections Commis- 1 

: sioner Mark Luttrell said the 
i attempt occurred Feb. 5 and 
: resulted in Ray being put back 
i in a disciplinary cell at the 
· m a x i m u m security Brushy 
Mountain State Prison. 

"He was found crawling to or 
, from a place where he could 
, work and not be seen," Luttrell 
isaid. 
' Warden Robert Moore said 
Ray had acquired a makeshift 
handsaw and was attempting to 
saw a hole through the ceiling, 
of a room adjoining an auditor-: 

_ium wherein mat es watchecti 
mo-vies. 

The lights came on too soon, 
Moore said, and the guards saw 
Ray slipping out of his secluded 
worR~:'"' "'i. . "/ 

• 
(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 
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FD-350 (Rev. 11-11-75) , 

(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 

Bell Indicates He ts 
."ioi""'."hµss. g, Acted. Alolie 
"'"""~.ff NALDJ .... RllW. ,., .. 
·. ~:I!JA'l''l'L -Atty. Gen. -GriUin H . 
. eH ~id Sunday that he pad changed 

lij. J:r.~.~~::~t'\i~, .. · R-. r~ .. -.e~.;;· ~0~~~ 
ct· ':-·~··, . ,· · · ··nated ,• ' ·.···.~riiff·;;/;-: '/ ,,1 •. 

·' Bell, contending·, that. the conclu­
ion was ''extran~ous" to the purpose 

1
of th~ ~rt, indicated he had dqubts 
:aboµt :Ray•~ capacity to carry off the 
crirne singlehandedly. 

He said the purpose of the report 
was to determine whether there had 
been cause for ·a lengthy FBI surveil­
lance of the civil rights leader and to 
assess the quality of the FBI's assas-
ination investigation. 

· The report was prepare~~t, th~.r~­
quest o! ~ell's predece •. ' qj .,~ 
H. Levi, m the wake o[ . • . ~, 
that the FBI had harasse. ·• .. : . g , . r 
several y~ars and ~ad wi!'e~j~ 
ugged him extensively . . }, !Y.f~lll. 
The report has not beei Te~1 

btit parts of an earlier version were 
leaked when Levi gave copies to sev­
eral congressional chairmen. 

Bell, appearing on the CBS televi­
sion program Face the Nation, said 
he report was "couched in terms of 
ssessing the type job the FBI did" in 

investigating King's slaying. In a sub­
equent interview, he disclosed that 
e had treated the report as a draft 
nd had altered the conclusion that 

no conspiracy existed. 
Bell said that the conclusion was 

"gratuitous." 
"I had that part changed," he said. 
The attorney general, who is at­

tending the winter meeting of the 
American Bar Assn. here, said that he 
had asked that the report's authors 
discuss whether "Ray had the mental 
capacity" to arrange the assassination 
and travel through Canada and to 

E.~~l~~~~ffi1~~~i~~!~~~I 
wer llad bee.n Mtably un~d~I 
~r~ .tl\~ Xing slaj'lng; 'had · speht 
rqo~t of- his· life in. pen1tentiarie$. He 
~id that Ray's extensive travels aft~r 
t)l~ assassination "puzzled me . ." He 
diicted ~o that R~y·s ~'J:2t'"J>e 
lis e1flii't e reoort. · 

• 
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Jlrll-Wjg, he had asked t~Q Q.r t.hree 
o p rs8ns to study the reporrfmd 
advise him on whether to make it 
public. . . · 

On the 90nspir<l,cy question, Bell 
said, "I think if you read the report 
you could lean to either side on it. 
You could say there is no evidence of 
a conspiracy, but you could still won­
der if there happened to be a con-
spiracy." ' . ' ' ' ' 

-.Bell·said he favoroo releaa,::tM 
report but warited.t<> be certaµl t~t 1t 
did not"embarrass a:nyQile/'. · · 

·. According to testiinblJY before the 
Senate· Iritelligence Committee~rM,he 
FBI planted electronic bugs in hotel 
rooms that King occupied and then 
mailed a tape of the illicit eavesdrop­
ping to King and his wife, Coretta. 

Bell cited the King investigation 
and the current investigation of .al­
leged. Korean influence peddling on 
Capito~ Hill aa,;;p'j!; !~rs. 
Ltidrti'WJn~J . ' tSS 
~lilngtj!l·b.iit not ~~th~ r~st:of 
the country. , '. .. . .· .... 

,In def~ptt,g }\~ decisidri '4\~press 
for ~edy.taetjotf in tqe· Ko.r~an)n­
vestigation, which Justice Depart­
ment officials have described as high­
ly complex and requiring far more 
work, Bell said that a corrosive 
Watergate atmosphere had festered 
too long. , 

In reply toquesti9ns.at a news con-., '' 

~· ·$\ . e,· 
Co~4- ··. ed•busing co t,i:~ed 
as)f]ast resort ra~er th a tlsic 
remedy. :He suggested 'that the Ad­
ministration would encourage use of 
local, multiracial committees• to de­
vise school desegregation plans that 
"may not suit everybody but will be 
the best under the circumstances." 

Bell sa:id also that neither the at­
torney general nor the Justice De­
partment had • authority to conq,uct 
warrantless break-ins. But he left 
open the possibility thatz in his view, 
the President could order warrantless 
b~ak-iDS.Ji!nder some circumstances 
to ni'Otectnational securitt: =~ 
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