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76 ALL SACS  PLAINTEXT
FROM DIRECTIOR 5P

© RCCEWED DY CODED TELETVPE

—

MURKIH

THE FOLLOWIRG PRESS RELEASE WAS ISSUED AT WASHINGTON, D,.C.,
AT 5345 P,M, THIS AFTERNOON., YOU ARE AUTHORIZED T0 RELEASE AT
§:86 PM E, S. T, ALTHOUGH IT IS REALIZED THE m
VIRE SERVICES WILL CARRY THE FULL TEXT, YOU SHOULD IMMEDIATELY
CONTACT THE LEADING NEWSPAPERS AND RADIO AND TV STATIONS IN
YOUR DIVISION TG INSURE 1T RECEIVES IMMEDIATE WIDESPREAD DISTRIBU-
TION. YOU ARE ALS0 AUTHORIZED TO IMMEDIATELY MAKE AVAILABLE TO
ALL MEDIA REPRESENTATIVES COPIES OF THE TWO PHOTOGRAPHS AL~
READY IN YOUR POSSESSION, THE DESCRIPTIVE DATA ON THE BACKS OF
THESE PHOTOGRAPHS SHOULD BE DELETED. PHOTOGRAPH NUMBER
ONE WITR EYES CLOSED SHOULD CARRY THE CAPTION, “ERIC STARVO
GALT, ALSO KNOWN AS Haavsvnggggggggaun JOHN WILLARD,” PHOTO-
GRAPH WUMBER TWO SHOULD CARRY TME CAPTION, "ERIC STARVO GALT,
ALSO KNOWN AS HARVEY LOWMYER AND JOHN WILLARD (EYES DRAWN IN
 BY FBI ARTIST)." YOU ARE AUTHORIZED TO REPRODUCE LOCALLY
ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPMS AS REQUIRED, YOU SHOULD ATTEMPY TO
INSURE THAT THIS RELEASE AND PHOTOGRAPHS RECEIVE REPEATED
COVERAGE BY RADIO AND TV STATIONS. YOU ARE TO MAKE NO KLABORA;.
T10W WNATSOEVER REGARDING THIS RELEASE. #4700 /% &=/

' SEARGHED ———p INDEXED -

SERIALIZED ..o FILED_ e

RPICL? 1060 ] )
FBl —LOS ANGELES |
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PAGE TWO

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
APRIL 17, 1968

ATTORNEY GENERAL RAMSEY CLARK AKNOUNCED TODAY THAT
ERIC STARVO GAL}' 1S BEING SOUGHT BY THE FBI AS A FUGITIVE ON A FEDERAL
CHARGE ARISIN@ FROM THE FATAL SHOOTING OF THE REVEREM) DR, MARTIN LUTBER

~r A
.KINGy JRa., IN MEMPHIS, TEH”ESBEE.‘%} 4, 1968, -

S e,

DIRECTOR J. EDGAR HOOVER STATED THAT A FEDERAL COMPLAINT
WAS FILED BY THE FBI IN BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA, TODAY CHARGING saﬁ‘iggrp ‘
CONSPIRING TO VIOLATE THE CIVIL RIGHTS OF DR. KING IN VIOLATION OF f”
TITLE 18, SECTION 241, OF THE UNITED STATES CODE,

THE FBI COMPLAINT CHARGES THAT "ON OR ABOUT unncbga!ZQM_
1968, AT BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA,...ERIC STARVO GALT AND AN INDIVIDUAL
WHOM HE ALLEGED TG BE HIS BROTHER, ENTERED INTO A CONSPIRACY WHICH
CONTINUED UNTIL ON OR ABOUT APRIL 5, 196€, TO INJURE, OPPRESS, THREATEN,
OR INTIMIDATE MARTIN LUTHER KING, JRe,s..IN THE FREE EXERCISE OR ENJOY~
MENT OF A RIGHT SECURED TO HIM BY THE CONSTITUTION OR LAWS OF TKE UNITED
" STATES; NAMELY, THE RIGHT TO FREELY TRAVEL FROM STATE TO STATE, IN
FURTHERANCE OF THIS CONSPIRACY, ERIC STARVO GALT DID, ON OR ABOUT
MARCH 38, 1968, PURCHASE A RIFLE AT BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA..,,"

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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PAGE THREE

ACCORDING T0 WR. HOOVER,4&S 38,86 RIFLE EQUIPPED WITH
A TELESCOPIC SIGHT WAS FOUND NEAR A ROCNING NOUSE ON SOUTH MAIN
STREET IN WEMPHIS IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE FATAL SHOGTING OF DR, KING
OCCURRED. THE ROOMING HOUSE OVERLOOKS TME LORRAINE HOTEL AND MOTEL
WHERE DR. KING WAS STAYING, |

MR. HOOVER SAID THAT FBI AGENTS DETERMIRED THAT THE
30.86 RIFLE HAD BEEN PURCHASED FROM A GUN DEALER IN BIRMINGHAM,
ALABAMA, ON MARRCH

T |
38, 1968, THE TELESCOPIC SIGHT ALSO WAS .

PURCHASED FROM THIS DEALER,

THE FBI DIRECTOR SAID THAT GALT, WHO MAS USED THE
NAMES OF JOHN WIL |

{ARD AND HARVEY LOWMYER IN THE PAST, IS THE OWNER

OF A 1966 WHITE MUSTANG BEARING ALABAMA LICENSE PLATES WHICK WAS
LOCATED ABANDONED IN ATLANTA, GABRGIA, ON APRIL 11, 1968. INVESTIGATION
DISCLOSED THAT GALT PURCHASED THIS CAR FROM A PRIVATE CITIZEN IN
BIRMINGHAM ON AUGUST 38, 1967, THE MUSTANG'S ODOMETER SHOWED THAT . |
IT HAD BEEN DRIVEN MORE THAN 19,880 WILES BETWEEN LATE AUGUST, 1967,
AND EARLY APRIL, 1968,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



"PAGE FOUR ¢ | ¢
ACCORDING TO MR. HOOVER, GALT'S TRAVELS IN THE
MUSTANG INCLUDED TRIPS TO LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA; NEW ORLEARS,
LOUISIANA; BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMAj UND MEXICO, AS WELL AS TO
WEMPHIS, TENWESSEE, AND ATLANTA, GEORGIA. GALT WAS REPORTED TO
HAVE BEEN IN MEMPHIS ON APRIL 3 AHBE&% 1968, AND TO HAVE DEPARTED
FROM THERE FOR ATLANTA. -
| INTENSIVE INVESTIGATION BY THE FBI HAS DISCLOSED THAT
GALT HAS CLAIMED TO MAVE BEEN EMPLOYED AS A COOK ON MISSISSIPPI
RIVER VESSELS AND AS A MERCHANT SEAMAN, HE IS SAID 70 BE AN AVID
DANCER AND TOOK DANCING LESSONS IN NEW ORLEANS IN 1964 AND 19653 IN
BIRMINGHAM DURING SEPTEMBER AND OCTOBER, 19673 AND IN LONG BEACH,
CALIFORNIA, FROM DECEMBER, 1967, T0 FEBRUARY, 1368,
GALT LEFT LOS ANGELES ON DECEMBER 15, 1967, AND DROVE i
HIS WNITE MUSTANG TO NEW ORELANS, VHERE HE CLAIMED HE CONTACTED
ELTHER AN ENGINEERING OR A CONTRACTING FIRM, WE LEFT NEW ORLEARS ON
DECEMBER I9TH AND ARRIVED BACK IN LOS ANGELES ON DECEMBER 21, 1967.
| WHILE IN THE LOS ANGELES AREA EARLY THIS YEAR, GALT
TOOK A COURSE AT A SCHOOL OF BARTENDING AND WAS GRADUATED ON MARCH 2,
1968,

.THE FUGITIVE IS DESCRIBED AS A WHITE MALE. HE 1§ APPROXI~
WATELY 5 FEET 8 INCHES T0 5 FEET 1] INCHES TALL AND WEIGHS BETWEEN 168
AND 175 POUNDS, MHE IS SAID TO BE A NEAT DRESSER AND HAS A MEDIUM BUILD,

\
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PAGE FIVE

GALT HAS BROWN HAIR, WHICH HE WEARS IN A “BRUSH" CUT.

HE REPORTEDLY HAS BLUE EYES; HIS NOSE IS STRAIGHT AND NARROW; HIS 5
TEETH ARE STRAIGHMT AND CLEAN; AND ME HAS GIVEN HIS DATE OF BIRTH AS

; :
THE FUGITIVE IS SAID TO HAVE A NERVOUS HABIT OF OCCASIONALLY
PULLING AT AN EAR LOBE WITH HIS HAND, HIS LEFT EAR PROTRUDES FAﬁTHER

FROM HIS HEAD THAN HIS RIGHT EAR.

ACCORDING TO MR. HOOVER, PERSONS WHO HAVE MET €ALT
DESCRIBE HIM AS A “"LONER™ AND STATE HIS LANGUAGE AND DICTION HAVE A

"RURAL™ QUALITY AND SUGGEST THAT HE PROBABLY DOES HOT HAVE A HIGH DEGREE

 OF EDUCATION, HE IS SAID TO DRINK ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES AND HAS A
PREFERENCE FOR VODKA AND BEER. HE 15 A FAN OF WESTERN AND COUNTRY.
MUSIC, |

GALT SHOULD BE CONSIDERED ARMED AND DANGEROUS. ANY
INFORMATION CONCERNING HIM SHOULD BE FURNISHED IMMEDIATELY 70 THE
- NEAREST FBI OFFICE.
END
LAs+.KH FBI LOS ANGELES
. 8D..sATJ FBI SAN DIEGO ‘
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 ; £010-106 ’

MAY 1962 EDITION .

GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27

UNITED STATES GO\QNMENT =

| ]

TO : SAC, LOS ANGELES  (li=1570) pate:  W/17/%8 )
FROM @ SA J. CLARE WILLIAMS
SUBJECT: MURKIM

CR ~. ///

Writer called on above date by one KIBA AFPUL
who identificd hercs&if as publisher frmerican c&ltoy’ of
French nrespaper e nce»»S ir", published in France
with a Buropeaon circulation of over two million.

Stated thal they arc r\ot connected with natiocnal
wire service, have no corresponcant in Washington, D.C.
Sta te;d that would appreciste call from FBI should subject
this case be apprehended. Can be contacted at telff HO 3-1033,

1 - LA
JCW /e

: : SEARCHED INDEXED_.%
: SERIALIZED. gf_.ﬂu’-ﬂ—-m -
APR1 8 1968

FBI —/LOS ANGELE
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27

UNITED STATES GO

5010-108
\QNMENT '

Memorandum

At .10:50 AM on 4/18/68, D
telephone 937-0110, called in the al

SAC, LOS ANGELES (LU4-157L4)

ASAC RICHARD D. ROGGE

SANDER

DATE: 4/18/68

, KLAC Radio,
¥ence of the writer and

inquired a5 to whether the story carried over radio station

e evening of 4/17/68 regarding an interview of _JOHN.

D’ of Long Beach, whose name was one of the aliases used
by GAE WILLARD reportedly stated he was approached

by tle FBI and questioned not only after the assassination of Dr.

SANDER desired to know if this

At 11:03 AM, SANDER was recontacted by the writer,
and he was courteously advised that this office had nothing
further to add to the press release issued on the evening of

4/17/68, which SANDER acknowledged he had received.

SANDER

reiterated his request but was courteously advised I ‘had no
further comment to make in this matter.

In view of the above, the case agent should set out
hereinafter the complete identity of the WILLARD who was inter-
The dates of the interview should be
incorporated and a summary of the information he furnished.

It should also be established if he was ever interviewed prior
to 4/4/68 in any matter involving FBI jurisdiction, and if so,
any such contact should be summarized.

TO
FROM
SUBJECT: MURKIN
KFWB on ;
, was factual.
KING but several months prior.
was responsible reporting or not.
viewed in ‘Long Beach.
L
pWV Wﬁm
4y

ig;

q%‘l

.
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SAN DIEGO ==2«2~-
LOS ANGELES ~-3-- 3138PM EXR
URGENT 4~195~68 EXR

19,45 BdsssenLa uriisma  RECEIVED BY CODED TEI.‘ETWE

FRCM DIRECTOR \

MURKIN 4

,,THE FOLLOWING ?RESé RELEASE HAS JUST BEEN ISSUED AT
WASHINGTON THIS AFTERNOOE ABD YOU ARE AUTHORIZED TO MAKE IT
IMMEDIATELY AVAILABLE TO THE LEADING KEWSPAPERS AND RADIO
AND TV STATIONS Ié YOUR DIVISION, EVERY EFFORT MUST BE MADE
TO INSURE ﬁEPERTEB AND WIDESPREAD DISTRIBUTION OF THIS
INFORMATION, COPIES OF THE 1968 PHOTOGRAPH OF SUBJECT .
ALREADY IN YOUR POSSESSION AND WANTED #LfERS‘SHOULD ALSO BE
MADE AVAILABLE TO MEDIA CONTACTS. HNC ELABORATION
WHATSOEVER MAY BE MADE REGARDING THIS RELEASE. ABBITIONAL

‘!ﬂﬁTRﬂGTIﬂﬂs REGARDING INVESTIGATIVE LEADS WILL FOLLOW

SHERTLY.

END PAGE ONE . ) V"'D WKK
e

SEARCHED ___/iNDEXED _____
sEmAum -‘%—-——F".ED <, /’" ‘/'

y ~ APRI 8 1058

_ FBl—LOS ANGELES
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- PAGE TWO

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
APRIL 19, 1968

ATTORNEY GENERAL RAMSEY CLARK ANNOUNCED TODAY TNAT THE
FBI HAS IDENTIFIED JASS EARL RAY, AN ESCAPEE FROM THE MISSOURT
STATE PENITENTIARY, AS ERIC STARVO GALT, AGAINST WHOM A FEDERAL |
COMPLAINT WAS FILED LAST VEDNESDAY IN CONNECTION WITH THE FATAL SHOOT- |
IN OF THE REVEREND DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. |
DIRECTOR J, EDGAR HOOVER SAID THAT A SYSTEMATIC AND -
EXHAUSTIVE SEARCH OF LATENT FINGERPRINTS UNCOVERED IN THE DR, KING |
CASE AGINST THE FINGERPRINTS OF THE OVER 58,086 PERSONS FOR WHOM i
“VANTED NOTICES® HAVE BEES POSTED IN TME FILES OF THE FBI*S iDENTIFICAT]
ﬁ%%?ﬁ%?%n LED TO THE DETERMINATION THAT GALT AND RAY ARE IDENTISL. |
MR, HOOVER SAID THAT RAY, WHO IS 48 YEARS OF AGE, WAS 5
REPORTED MISSING FROM THE MISSOURI STAVEMOEWITENTIARY AT JEFFERSON
CITY, MISSOURI, SINCE APRIL 25, 1967, HE HAD BEEN RECEIVED AT THAT
INSTITUTION ON MARCK 17, 1968, T0 SERVE A 28-YEAR SENTENCE FOLLOWING
COBVICTION IN ST. LOUIS FOR ARMED ROBBERY AND FOR OPERATING A MOTOR
VEKICLE WITHOUT PERWISSION OF THE OWNER,
END PAGE TWO '

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE THREE , . | ' N

IN SPETEMBER, 1966, WHILE SERVING THIS SENTENCE, HE WAS .
CONFINED FOR A TIME IN THE MAXIMUM SECURITY WARD AT THE STATE’ HﬂsP!T&L
AT FULTON, MISSOURI.

‘ACCORDING TO MR, HOOVER, RAY HAS A KNOWN ARREST RECORP

BACK TO 1949,
DATING BACKMZO LQOROM PRIOR TO THE 1968 CONVICTION FOR WHICH NE RECEIVE

THE 28-YEAR TERM, RAY HAD BEEN CONVICTED OF BURGLARY IN LOS ANGELES,
CALIFORNIA, IN 19493 ARMED ROBBERY IN CHICAGO; ILLINOIS, IN 19523 AND
FORGING UNITED STATES POSTAL MONEY ORDERS IN ﬁISSOURI
Iﬂ 1955, ‘

ME HAS SERVED TERMS IN THE LOS ANGELES COUNTY JAIL IN
/23493 IN STATE PRISONS AT JOLIET AND PONTIAC, ILLiﬂOIS. IN 1952-543 AND
IN THE FEDERAL PENITENTIARY AT LEAVENWORTH, KANSAS, IN [935-38,

RAY WAS AN ENLISTED MAN IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY FROM
FEBRUARY, 1946, TO DECEMBER, 1948, AT WHICH TIME‘HE ﬁAS.GIUEN’&

HARD LABBR’fﬁﬁyBEIﬁG DRUNK AND BREAKING ARREST.
MR. HOOVER SAID THAT DURING HIS CRIMINAL ChREER, RAY

HAS ALSO USED THE RAMES OF JAMES MC BRIDE, JAMES WALTON, W. C.

HERRON AND JAMES O'CONNER, HE IS A WHITE MALE3 CLAIMS TO HAVE

END PAGE THREE '
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'URGENT 4-19-68 EXR SR

- IMMEDIATELY AVAILABLE TO THE LEADING NEWSPAPERS AND RADIO
AND TV STATIONS IN YOUR DIVISION. EVERY EFFORT MUST BE MADE . ljag

VHATSOEVER MAY BE MADE REGARDING THIS RELEASE. ADDITIONAL
“INSTRUCTIONS REGARDING INVESTIGATIVE LEADS WILL FOLLOW D e
SHORTLY. . - | “&::;Nﬁ

END PAGE ONE | o

SAN DIEGO ~~2-2- |
LOS ANGELES --3-- 3130PM EXR o

TO ALL SACS (PLAINTEXT) 4
T8,A8L SBES:SMMLAINTEXT) - . R

e MECENED BY CODED FEETRE

MURKIN. - | B

THE FOLLOWING PRESS RELEASE HAS JUST BEEN ISSUED AT
WASHINGTON THIS AFTERNOON AND YOU ARE AUTHORIZED TO MAKE IT

TO INSURE REPEATED AND WIDESPREAD DISTRIBUTION OF THIS
INFORMATION, COPIES OF THE 1968 PHOTOGRAPH OF SUBJECT
ALREADY IN YOUR POSSESSION AND WAHTQP FLYERS SHOULD ALSO BE
NAQE AVAILABLE TO MEDIA CONTACTS. NO ELABORATION

m,,;:i“‘»%
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PAGE TWO

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE =~
APRIL 19, 1968

ATTORNEY GENERAL RAMSEY CLARK ANNOUNCED TODAY THAT THE
FBI HAS IDENTIFIED JASS EARL RAY, AN ESCAPEE FROM THE MISSOURI
STATE PENITENTIARY, AS ERIC STARVO GALT, AGAINST WHOM A FEDERAL
COMPLAINT WAS FILED LAST WEDNESDAY IN CONNECTION WITH THE FATAL SHOOT~-
IN OF THE REVEREND DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
| DIRECTOR J. EDGAR HOOVER SAID THAT A SYSTEMATIC AND
EXHAUSTIVE SEARCH OF LATENT FINGERPRINTS UNCOVERED IN THE DR. KING
CASE AGINST THE FINGERPRINTS OF THE OVER 53,00¢ PERSONS FOR WHOM

IDENTIFICATIO!]
“WANTED NOTICES™ HAVE BEEN POSTED IN THE FILES OF THE FBI'S IDENTIFICAT]
DIVISION IDENTICAL

DIPUYFON LED TO THE DETERMINATION THAT GALT AND RAY ARE IDENTIOL.
MR. HOOVER SAID THAT RAY, WHO IS 48 YEARS OF AGE, WAS
STATE PENITENTYARY
REPDRTED MISSING FROM THE MISSOURI STAVEMOENITENTIARY AT JEFFERSON
‘CITY, MISSOURI, SINCE APRIL 23, 1967, HE HAD BEEN RECEIVED AT THAT
INSTITUTION ON MARCH 17, 1968, TO SERVE A 2@~-YEAR SENTENCE FOLLOWING
CONVICTION IN ST. LOUIS FOR ARMED ROBBERY AND FOR OPERATING A MOTOR
VEHICLE WITHOUT PERMISSION OF THE OWNER,

END PAGE TWO
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IN SPETEMBER, 1966, WHILE SERVING THIS SENTENCE, HE WAS _
CONFINED FOR A TIME IN THE MAXIMUM SECURITY WARD AT THE STATE HGSPITAL %
AT FULTON, MISSOURI. :

ACCORDING TO MR. HOOVER, RAY HAS A KNOWN ARREST RECORD

BACK TO 1949,
DATING BACKMZO LQOROM PRIOR TO THE 1968 CONVICTION FOR WHICH Hiraﬁcxxus
THE 28-YEAR TERM, RAY HAD BEEN CONVICTED OF BURGLARY IN LOS AnaELss. }ﬂw
CALIFORNIA, IN 19495 ARMED ROBBERY IN CHICAGO, ILLINOIS, IN 19523 Aﬂﬂ
FORGING UNITED STATES POSTAL MONEY ORDERS IN MISSOURI
IN 1955,

HE HAS SERVED TERMS IN THE LOS ANGELES COUNTY JAIL IN o
19493 IN STATE PRISONS AT JOLIET AND PONTIAC, ILLINOIS, 1n41952-54;'§ﬁ§§
IN THE FEDERAL PENITENTIARY AT LEAVEWWORTH, KABSAS, IN 1955-58. L

" RAY WAS AR ENLISTED MAN IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY FROM

FEBRUARY, 1946, TO DECEMBER, 1948, AT WHICH TIME HE WAS GIVEN A

Bl

HARD LABOR FOR BEING DRUNK AND BREAKING ARREST.

MR. HOOVER SAID THAT DURING HIS CRIMINAL CAREER, RAY
HAS ALSO USED THE NAMES OF JAMES MC BRIDE, JAMES WALTON, W. C.
HERRON AND JAMES 0°COBNER. HE IS A WHITE MALE; CLAIMS TO HAVE .
END PAGE THREE | | | B
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PAGE FOUR

BEEN BORN [:: } IN ILLINOIS; 1S APPROXIMATELY 5 FEET 18 INCHES
TALL AND WEIGHS ABOUT 163 TO 174 POUNDS. HE HAS BLUE EYES AND BROWN
HAIR., THERE IS A SMALL SCAR ON THE CENTER OF HIS FOREHEAD AND A SCAR

ON THE PALM OF HIS RIGHT HAND. .

RAY HAS CLAIMED THAT HE ATTENDED SCHdOL THROUGH THE léTH
GRADE IN ALTON, ILLINOIS. HE HAS HAD THE REPUTATION OF BEING A “DRIFTER"™
SINCE LEAVING SCHOOL. HIS VOCATIONAL EXPERIENCE INCLUDES WORKING AS A
BAKER, LABORER AND COLOR MATCHER.

IN CONNECTION WITH HIS ESCAPE FROM THE MISSOURI STATE
PENITENTIARY, AN FBI CbMPLAINT WAS FILED IN JEFFERSON CITY, MISSOURI,

" ON JULY 20,1967, CHARGING RAY WITH UNLAWFULLY FLEEING FROM THE STATE

OF MISSOURI TO AVOID CONFINEMENT., HE HAS BEEN A FEDERAL FUGITIIE
SINCE fxEn. '

RAY SHOULD BE CONSIDERED ARMED AND EXTREMELY DANGEROUS.
ANYONE HAVING INFORMATION CONCERNING HIM SHOULD IMMEDIATELY CONTACT
FBI HEADQUARTERS IN WASHINGTON, D. C.,, OR THE NEAREST FBI OFFICE.
END | ‘
NJZ
FBI LOS ANGELES
CND
FBI SAN DIEGO
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5s£n'aenn\ p IN ILLINOIS; I8 nrrnqx:mnrsz's FEET sa_xucnxs:
TALL AND WEIGHS ABOUT 163 TO 174 POUNDS., HE HAS BLUE EYES AND BROWH .
HAIR, THERE 1S A SMALL SCAR ON THE CENTER OF H1S FOREHEAD AHB A SCAR

ON THE PALM OF HIS RIGHT HAND, ‘

RAY HAS CLAIMED THAT HE ATTENDED SCHOOL THROUGH THE 18TH ;
GRADE IN ALTON, ILLINGIS, ME HAS HAD THE REPUTATION OF BEING A -aa:rvtn*
SINCE LEAVING SCHOOL. HIS VOCATIONAL EXPERIENCE INCLUDES WORKING AS A
BAKER, LABORER AND COLOR MATCHER. ' |

IN CONNECTION WITH NIS ESCAPE FROM TME MISSOURI STATE
PENITENTIARY, AN FBI COMPLAINT WAS FILED IN JEFFERSON CITY, MISSOURI,
ON JULY 20,1967, CHARGING RAY WITH UNLAWFULLY FLEEING FROM THE STATE
OF MISSOURI TO AVOID CONFINEMENT, HE HAS BEEN A FEDERAL FUGITIIE
SINCE THEW, |
© RAY SHOULD BE CONSIDERED ARMED AND EXTREMELY DANGEROUS.

ANYOHE HAVING INFORMATION CONCERNING HIM SHOULD IMMEDIATELY CONTACT
FBI HEADQUARTERS IN WASHINGTON, D. C., OR THE NEAREST FBI OFFICE,

END | ‘

BJZ y
FB1 LOS ANGELES | - | |
CHD |
FBI SAN DIEGO

t!
i
i
i
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OPTIONAL FORM NO 10 $010-106

Gon con. mEG.No. 22 y y a

"UNITED STATES GOV’IQJMENT‘ '
Memorandum

To . SAC, LOS ANGELES (ll-157L) pATE: U4/19/68

FROM @ASAC RICHARD D. ROGGE
supJect: MURKIN

At 10:15 A.M, L4/19/68 Supervisor HAROLD D. LEINBAUGH,
Crime Records Division, telephonically contacted Los Angeles
in conference with Atlanta, Memphis, Baltimore and Kansas City,
and dictated an approved press release in above matter. It
was stressed that no release was to be issued prior to Bureau
authorization, which was expected within approximately one ¥
hour. LEINBAUGH instructed that the release should be kept i
under tight security in the front office.

At 11:08 A.M. 4/19/68 SAC ROBERT G. JENSEN, Memphis,
advised the writer that the press release was approved with
certain corrections. The corrections were noted on the press
release, and he also advised that the Bureau had instructed

that they would make the release nationally at 2:30 P.M. EST, i
and that locally at Los Angeles the time would be at 11:30 A.M. %
PST. A

P

ctadts Sy’ 51y

- RDR:CM, _~
;? (2)

i TS 74- £

SEARCHED _____# INDEXED.__ o '

SERIALIZED,ﬁ..FILED 78
APRT 9 1968

FBI — LOS AnGELEs //
b / ﬁ

Al Mrm ool - . Cey e , A p . . :ﬁ
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SAC, LOS ANGELES (l4L4-157h) 4/19/68
ASAC RICHARD D. ROGGE

MURKIN \

N,

At 10:15 A.M, 14/19/68 Supervisor HAROLD D. LEINBAUGH,
Crime Records Division, telephonically contacted Los Angeles
in conference with Atlanta, Memphis, Baltimore and Kansas City,
and dictated an approved press release in above matter. It
was stressed that no release was to be issued prior to Bursau
suthorization, which was expected within approximately one
hour, LEINBAUGH instructed that the releass should be kept
under tight security in the front office.

At 11:08 A.M, 14/19/68 SAC ROBERT G. JENSEN, Memphis,
advised the writer that the press release was approved with
¢ertain correctiona. The corrections were noted on the press
release, and he also advised that the Bureau had lnstructed
that they would make the release nationally at 2:30 P.M. EST,
and that locally at Los Angeles the time would be at 11:30 A.M.
PST.

RDR:CMF
(2)

/ l, s , cs s — oo
o f - - B //_ . H -
S G

SEARCHED ____ ];JNDEXED,WJ_mm
SERIALIZED _ 77 Fitep_n___

APR19 1968 ]
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mx 108 ANGELES (S4-1h14). 4/19/68
A Mcm G, DOUCE

vigg FBI*
" QM - WARNER BROTHERS -
. SEVEN ARTS, INC. PRODUCTION
- RESEARCH gémm mem; |

Attached it a mised announcement on tha fugitive
mma FARL BAY, whieh has been approved by the Bureau for
broadenst Sundw night, 4/21/68, at the contlusion of "The
FBI" televiaim shov,

@- Bh-1574  (MURKDN)

S -
VR BYEN &
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JAMES EARL RAY

Good evening. The FBI is engaged in a nationwide
aa&rch to locate James Barl Rey, alias Eric Starvo Galt, in
ﬁanngntion with the fatal shnating of Dy, Martin Iuther King,
Jr.

Rey, &n escapeée from the Missourl State Penitentiary,

“ is forty years old, five feet ten, one-hundred seventy four
pounds, has brown halr, blue eyes, and a medium builld. Consider

him armed and axtr@maiy dangerous.
If you have seen Ray, nmtify the PBI immediately.
Thank you.
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Complaint Form N

FD-71 (Rev. 10:26-68) . " '
i ,

NOTE: Hand print names legibly; handwriting satisfactory for remainder.

Indices: [ ]Negative [} See below

¥
' x

Subject’s name and aliases

Address of subject

Character of case

MURKIN

Complainant

KIRA APPELE

Complainant’s address and
telephone number

1962 N, Beechwood

Complaint received

Per 1 i
HOllYWOOd 28 [X] Persona [] Telephonic
HO 31033
Date 22 b Time 11 218am
Race / Sex Height Hair Build Birth date and Birthplace
[IMale
_mg Age i Weight Eyes Complexion
EE‘ ! [] Female
5% Scars, marks or other data
-

Facts of complaint

newspapers

areée

C stated she is a writer for the France-Soir, a French speaking
C stated she covers the western states, and she
would like to be notified of any press releases regarding

Jemes Earl Ray, especially if he 1s apprehended in this

C stated she would appreciate this office putting her on
a list to be notifiede

C stated she can be contacted at the above telephone numbers

%

Action Recommended

I ~1570

IC RICHARD T. VOYLES

(Agent)

| SEARCHED e INDEXED__ 2
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Complaint Form ,

FD-71 (Rev. 10-96-65)" *~  * ' .

NOTE: Hand print names legibly; handwriting
Indices: [ |Negative [ ]See below

satisfactory for remainder.

Subject’s name and aliases

Address of subject

Character of case

f
Complamant
KIRA A?%Lﬁ

Complainant’s address and
telephone number

l@é& N B@aahwaad

Complaint received

I; Personal [] Telephonic

Hellyi aaﬁ 28
HO 3 Date « Time ____
h=22=6§- I1718sm
Race ~ |Sex Height Hair Build Birth date and Birthplace

i [JMale
o g | Age . Weight Eyes Complexion
g‘é‘ y [] Female :
‘28 | Scars, marks or other data
ma ;

Facts of complaint

8Feds

a 1lst to be notified.

-

L3 gtah@d she is a,writsy for the Franaa*ﬁai@y 2 French spaakimg
newspaper, C sbabted she eevers the western stabtes, end she
would like to be notified of sny press releases regarding

James Earl Ray, espeeially &f he

C stated she would appreeiabte this offiee putting her on

C dtated she can be contacted at the above telephone numbers

Action Recommended

Lb~157h

IC RICHARD T. VOYLES

[Agent)

is apprehended in thils

SEARCHED ..
SERIALIZED

APR2 72 1968
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1] OPTIONAL. FORM NO. 10 5010-106 .
’Q‘ MAY 1962 EDITION ‘
, GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27 ,._
| f UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

TO : SAC, LOS ANGELES (L4l-157l) DATE: | /25/68
FROM : SA J, CLARE WILLIAMS
SUBJECT: MURKIN 5

SA SADDLER received calls from KFWB, KABC and
KNXT around 12315 AM on above date, These stations
all advised th#éit they had a teletype dispatch from
Associated Press in Mexlce City just put out that
stated an individual, name not given, had been arrested
at 6:00 PM, L/2l1/68 by the Caborca, Mexico Pélice
Department on susplcion that he was the KING murder
syapect, JAMES EARL RAY,

Stations stated that release advised the man
arrested was an American citizem who had entered inte
Mexice through. Nogales on l1/17/68, thathk his physical
descriptioh amdsphobopsr and appearsnce matched RAY!sg,
Cagbor#a was deacribed as being appreximately 80 miles
south of Nogales, Sonora, Mexice,

Writer contacted Supervisor RICHARD S, BATES,
Divisiém Six, SOG and advised him of above, Hg stated
that 30G has UPI ticker and nothing regarding above had
been received on that ticker and that he was not othere
wise aware of this situation except for call few minutes
before writer's call, from another SO0G Supervisor in
Crime Records Division to the effect that he had received
the samé type of inquiry from local Washingtom, DC news
agencys '

- BATES stated matéer would be checked out,

1plA
JCW/me

< g ey BT e T T
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L\['I‘I'STA’I‘ICS DEPARTMENT OF J(!!TICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535

e : FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
April 20, 1968

JAMES EARL RAY, also known as
Eric Starvo Galt, Harvey Lowmyer,
John Willard, James McBride, James
Walton, W, C. Herron and James
O'Conner

FUGITIVE

CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY;
INTERSTATE FLIGHT - ARMED ROBBERY

"TEN MOST WANTED FUGITIVES'" PROGRAM

James Earl Ray, a Missouri prison escapee who has been sought
under the alias Eric Starvo Galt in connection with the gunshot slaying of civil
rights leader Dr., Martin Luther King, Jr., has been added to the FBI's list of
"Ten Most Wanted Fugitives. "

FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover ordered the special addition of
Ray to the "Ten Most Wanted Fugitives' list, which already contains ten fugi-
tives, to insure the widest possible dissemination of Ray's photograph and
description to help effect his earliest possible location.,

Ray has been the subject of a massive and intensive search since

the brutal gunshot slaying of Dr. King on April 4, 1968, as he stood on the bal-

cony of a Memphis, Tennessee, motel. One rifle bullet, believed fired from the

SEARCHED .o |HDEXED e
window of a nearby rooming house, felled the victim., N A
AER? 5 1968
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An exhaustive FBI‘fingerprint search, comparing latent finger-
prints uncovered in the Dr. King case against fingerprints of over 53,000 persons
on whom wanted notices have been posted in the FBI's Identification Division,
succeeded in determining that Galt and Ray are identical.

A Federal warrant, issued at Birmingham, Alabama, on April 17,
1968, charges Ray, under the alias Eric Starvo Galt, with conspiring to interfere
with a Constitutional Right of a United States citizen. Ray is also sought for un-
lawful interstate flight to avoid confinement after conviction for armed robbery,
based on a Federal warrant issued on July 20, 1967, at Jefferson City, Missouri.
He had been confined at the Missouri State Penitentiary, Jeffersoﬂ City, Missouri,
in March, 1960, with a 20-year sentence following conviction for armed robbery
and operating a motor vehicle without permission of the owner. In September,
1966, while serving the sentence, he was confined for a time in the maximum
security ward at the State Hospital, Fulton, Missouri. He was reported missing
from the Missouri State Penitentiary since April 23, 1967,

Ray, who has an arrest record dating back to 1949 and has been
convicted of burglary, armed robbery and forging United States Postal Money
Orders, has also been confined in the Los Angeles County Jail, the Joliet and
Pontiac, Ilinois, State Prisons and the United States Penitentiary, Leavenworth,
Kansas.

He served in the Army between Febfuary, 1946, and December,
1948, received a three-month sentence at hard labor for being drunk and
breaking arrest and was given a General Discharge due to ineptness and lack
of adaptability for military service.

-2 -
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Ray is a 40-year-old white male, reportedly born in Illinois

on \ He is approximately 5'10" inches tall, weighs from 163

to 174 pounds, has blue eyes and brown hair which he has worn cut short. He
has a small scar on the center of his forehead and a scar on the palm of his
right hand. He has been described as having a straight, narrow nose and
straight and even teeth and to have a nervous habit of occasionally tugging at
an ear lobe, His left ear protrudes noticeably.

Acquaintances describe him as a "loner'" and "drifter' whose
language and diction reflect a "rural'' quality and indicate he has had limited
education,

He is reportedly a fan of western and country music, drinks
vodka and beer, dresses neatly and élaims past employment as a merchant
seaman and cook on Mississippi River vessels., He is known to have worked
as a baker, laborer and color matcher.

He is known as an avid dancer who has taken dancing lessons,
He also completed a course at a school of bartending in the Los Angeles
area early in 1968,

Ray should be considered armed and extremely dangerous.
Anyone with information concerning this fugitive is requested to immediately
contact the nearest office of the FBI, the telephone number of which may be

found on the first page of local telephone directories.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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- ’ -ﬁa ny memo dated &le/ﬁB aaﬁ@mrﬁins the t@lavisad
. aaﬂ@wﬂmem@nk on JAEE& E&R&'RAY,

ﬁh@ Eugaﬁﬁ authorized tad&y & rerun of the video-
', tapsd announpement on JAMES BARL RAY at the conclusion of "The
Fﬁi sﬁaw Eﬁmaay av&nimg, &f?@/ﬁs avar ABC Television.

e mw 3?3 m bleck and whiw #ilde of RAY @ust
?ﬁlaased«ﬁy thée Buresu will be electronically dubbéd onto
“last week's video-taped announcemert. This new slide is
ceald to glve RAY a mich: more natural appearance as hi% own
" gyes were actually 1ifted from an older photograph by the
FBI Leboratory and superimposed on tha most recent p ¢ bure
wﬁ‘ mm abta*iwﬂ by the W Mag@leﬁ Office.

The Buresu is aumr@nﬁly c@nﬁiﬂexiﬁg the p@ssibility
@f stcepting an offer by ABC Television to televise the
announcement on RAY &8 many times ae possible during the .
. next few weeks a8 & publie service. As goon as this situa-
' ti@n is ré&ﬁlv@dg.ﬁha office wlll be immaaiaﬁsly notified,

o B g&Paﬁ %ﬁndwy*ﬁuperviaar‘hg elerted to the impending
@ﬂmﬁ&m&&m@mt oni’ BAY as. the office will ne deubt receive many
&ﬁlla f@ll@wiug thﬁ @@maiuaian of ﬁhﬁ pwagr&m ‘at 9100 PM.

SEARCHED §NDEXED
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. OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION -
GSA FPMR (&1 CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
|
Memorandum

TO © SAC, Los Angeles DATE: April 29, 1968

M : Director, FBI

sugjecT:  JAMES EARL RAY, aka - FUGITIVE
1.O. #4182; W. F. #442-A
CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY;
INTERSTATE FLIGHT - ARMED ROBBERY
"TEN MOST WANTED FUGITIVES" PROGRAM
NEWSPAPER MAT

Being forwarded under separate cover is a supply of
newspaper mats and proofs for expeditious distribution to all
cooperative daily and weekly newspapers in your territory., Additional
publications such as shoppers' guides should not be overlooked in
obtaining the greatest possible publicity regarding this fugitive.

In most cases, these mats and proofs may be distributed
by mail but when circumstances warrant they may be personally delivered
by Special Agents., A form letter over the signature of the Special Agent
in Charge may be utilized in distributing this material by mail and this ¢
letter should point out that the FBI is requesting the aid of the Nation's
press in bringing about the prompt apprehension of this badly sought
fugitive.

o 0 P Prompt distribution should be made and additional
{A\ { supplies, if needed, are available at the Bureau. The following number
p{ﬂm\b of mats and proofs are being forwarded to your office under separate
4 covers 400,

‘ $
| Oe As an additional means of securing widespread publicity
M oncerning Ray, offices covering the place of publication of magazines

which have previously cooperated in publicizing FBI fugitives should
request the assistance of such publications in carrying an article on cap-
tioned fugitive. The Bureau press release, copies of which are available
in each office,along with a glossy photograph of this fugitive can be
furnished. The earliest possible utilization of this material should be
encouraged and special attention should be given to pub11cat10ns aimed
at minority groups.

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the deroll Savmg; Plzm T

l 'smo-ma
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 5010-108 '
MAY 1962 EDITION
- ¥ GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27 i

TO

FROM

SUBJECT:

UNITED STATES GO

Memomna’um

SAC ATTN: W,J.NOLAN pate:  5/L/68
SA BURL P, MU)0ENDORF
MURKIN

JERRY COHEN, LA TIMES, Phone 625-0L71, called to advise

that GARRISSON(New Orleans) told LAUREN HALL to tell COHEN
that if he checked closely on the Wgllace Hegadquarters at
Lankershim Blvd., N,. H,llywood, they would learn something
significant to the Gault Case., Garrison alleged that BRADLEY
and GAULD had been habitues of the Wallace Hq. on Lankershim.

COHEN said in checking he did learn that the Wallace Hg. on
Lankershim is closed. He checked at Wallace H~. in Bell
Gardens and learned that Brgdley was a Wallace fan and did
attend Wallace ra¥¥¥s. He was unable to establish any
agssoclation or acquaintance between Bradley and Gault but
thought 1is 31gniflcant that Gault was known at Wallace HQ'
in No. H 1llywood “and that Bradley was known at Wallace HQ
in Bell Bardens.

BPM
(L)

........... DEXED.
w2z Fhneo. Zf

7 1069
mmmumms//’

Sea— 1
L
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(2~ Los Angeles

-

5/3/68
}
AIRTEL ATR MAIL ~ REGISTERED R.R.R. ‘ : - 1
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (Ii}4~-38861) (ATTENTION: FBI LABORATORY)

FROM: SAC, LOS ANGELES (Lh-157l1)
SUBJECT: MURKIN

Re Los Angeles telephone c¢all to Bureau todaye.

Enclosed hevewith in a cellophane envelope is a type-
written letbter ceptioned YDear Editor" and ending “JAMES RAY:
an envelope attached addressed to the "Editor in Chief, the
Loa Angeles Times Newspaper, Los Angeles, California"; and a
Los Angeles Police Department original rscord card in ths name
of JAMES B, RAY, which card bears his description, prints and
samples taken ox 10/11/49 of hlS handwriting.

Thg letter was received from Deputy Chiefl of Police

" ROBERT HOUGHTON, Los Angeles Police Department, by SAC WESLEY .

advised that he had recelived the letter from JERRY > 2
staff writer for the Los Angeles Times, who had brdught the
letter to Desputy Chief HOUGHTON in the hopes of being able to
determine if it had any authenticity. Deputy Chief HOUGHTON
advised that he desired to make this available to the FBI for
examination, and also that COHEN had requested of him that COHEN
be ~dvised if the letter is authsntic or the work of some
prankster, Depubty Chief HOUGHTON has advised COHEN that he

has turned the letter over to the FBI,

G, GRAPP and Supsrvisor WILLIAM JOHN NOLAﬂ on 5/3/68.;g?0UGHTON

The Bursauw is requested to compare the sigﬁature on N
the enclosed letter with all known handwriting of JAMES EARL RAY

h Pursau (Encs. =~ 3)(Aﬁ~RM)(RETHRﬂ RECEIPT REQﬂESTED)
1 ~ Memphis (4h-1987)(aM)
1 « Birmingham {Iil1-17L0) {(AM)
1 - Atlanta (411y=2386) (AM)

{9)
ua‘\r CM

/
AT OFHCE cow @b/
~ : - "/ $/ /:: 7?" "/ 02/

S iH” L ,;ﬁ B Y PR o nu._ by M,W Lpi
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Dear Editor,

By the time that you get this letter I wont be in Los Angeles no longers

I am going to leave this oity and go somewhere where no body is ever going
to find me. There is no use for you to go to all the trouble of finding
where I sent this or anything because since I killed the nigger leader

and ceme out here I have not talked to any one and no body knows that I was
ever here. ‘

While I was in Los Angeles I went to sese the movie In Cold Elood and I got
21l shook up and felt real bad because of the terrible crime that was done
in Kanses a few years ago, I got real sick for myself too because I realzed
vhat I hed done and that is why I em writting to you right now. I want you
to put this in the papsrs or give it to the FBI. becawse I want you to know
how misserable I.eam . Did you know that the day after I killed King that

1 was so sick about what I had done that I actually threw up all over a
hotel room? I am so sorry that I did it now and with my pictures all over
the place I em sure that someday I still might get caught, I am afraid

to look at anyone in the face anymors becsuse I am afraid that they know
who I am and they will tell the police. I will kill myself before I will
get caught for I will never again spendmany time in no damn prison. But
the reason that I am writting you this letter now, is bescause that I have
to let someone know how z I meally feel about whap I dide

| First of all I want to tell you that the only reason I did it was for

moneye If you really want to know I was hired to do it for §3;000 dollars
which seemed like a hell of a lot of monsye I always hated Martin King

like a lot o% people do but it was because he was a rebal rouszer and because
he tried to meke & bunch of inferior people (the negroes) &s good as every
other american white person and even college professors have said that that
is not true. Anywayg I only did it for the money. I hate alot of people in
the world like Cathy Norton who said I was clumsey in the newspapers, and
some of the other son of a bitches who now want to put there two damn cents

. in every magazine saying what a rotton guy I am. But when they say it I

promise myself that I will kill them to for saying those things about me,
iy they didn't even know me, how can they say thdse things about me?

. The same goes for Hatold Swensen. He never tcok the time of day to give
- & damn about me. But now they all think they are big shots in the papers
. and magezines. They all make me sick. They are all & bunch ofphonies and

if I ever get caught I can tell a few stories about some of those guys
at the Missouri Penitentary that would really shake some peple up; just

. like I could tell you some things about the whites and niggers in those
. eivil rights marches that you wouldn't belisve. The whcole thing is phouey.

But I'm still sorry for what I have done for I once said to myself when

- I plamed the Jjob in alton for which I got about two thousand dollars that
i I would never ever kill anybody. 4nd now I killed a guy, end even though
I hatted him with all my heart and for what he stood for I' would never

- do it again for even a million dollars. I am really sorry forwhat I have
. done, Somehow I hops it will be straightened around and I cen pay some

" body back for what I did.

© I just got all the rest of my §$%,000 dollars today and am leaving the

: place where I am at. But I am. 100% positive that nobody could ever find

me or recognize me in a million yesrse So if I have to leave something to

-my country and If you and everybody else in the world want to know my only
. ;thoughts about this whole thing all I can say is I am now sorry. I am
_really sorry that I did it at alle. I could never kill again,

Jermeq_ faﬁ/féf/ |
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LOS ANGELES --~1---  635AM MSE
URGENT 5-4~68 MSE

TO LOS ANGELES 44-1574 'rémrms 441987 Mﬁgggﬁ ny ﬁ&ﬁﬁ TEI.EWPE

FROM DIRECTOR 44-38861 1P
MURKIN, N ,

_RE LA AIRTEL MAY THREE LAST SUBMITTING LETTER AND ENVELOPE
ADDRESSED TO "THE LOS ANGELES TIMES NEWSPAPER."
© TYPEWRITTING ON ABOVE ITEMS NOT IDENTICAL WITH THAT RECEIVED
IN THIS CASE ATTRIBUTED TO ERIC S. GALT.

SIGNIFICANT DIFFERENCES INDICATE JAMES RAY SIGNATURE ON
LETTER PROBABLY ROT BY JAMES EARL RAY, OVERWRITING OF PORTION
OF SIGNATURE AND LIMITED QUESTIONED WANDWRITING PRECLUDED
DEFINITE OPINION,

TYPING HABITS} SPELLING AND PUNCTUATION AT VARIANCE WITH
TYPEWRITTEN LETTERS RECEIVED IN GALT NAME AND KNOWN HANDVRITTING
OF -SUBJECT RAY.,

NO LATENTS DEVELOPED ON SPECIMENS.

SPECIMENS ARE TEMPORARILY RETAINED IN THE LABORATORY,

AIRMAIL COPIES TO SAC®S BIRMINGHAM AND ATLANTA,

END
RJM
FBI LOS ANGELES o 5
’ VAl 1968
- FBl--LOS ANGELES |
//
v

e el e s e 5 et e o e bt e
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_ FBI. LOS ANG,

FBI WASH DC | ' | .
718PM URGENT 5/7/68 LGC

TO ALL SACS RELAY MESSAGE PLAN
FROM DIRECTOR IP

MURKIN

TWO ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS OF RAY WERE RELEASED TODAY
TO NEWS MEDIA IN WASHINGTON. PHOTOGRAPH NUMBER ONE SHOULD
BEAR CAPTION ™ JAMES EARL RAY (PHOTOGRAPH TAKEN NINETEEWN
SIXTY-SEVEN IN MEXICO).™ THIS IS THE PHOTOGRAPH OF RAY IN DARK
GLASSES AND SPORT SHIRT. chrasagpn NUMBER TWO SHOULD BEAR
chTion "JAMES EARL RAY (PHOTOGRAPH TAKEN LATE JABUARY OR
EARLY FEBRUARY NINETEEN SIXTY-ELGHT IN CALIFORNIA) " THIS IS
HEAD SHOT OF RAY IN BUSINESS SUIT WHICH SHOWS MARKED CLEFT IN

CHIN. YOU ARE AUTHORIZED TO REP&ODUGE COPIES OF THESE TwO

PHOTQGR&PHS LOCALLY ARND YBU SHOULD INSURE THEY RECEIVE WIDE~
SPREAD DISTRIBUTION THRQUGH ALL MEDIA CONTACTS., FIVE COPIES oF
EACH OF THESE PHOTOCRAPHS PREVIOUSLY FURNISHED ALL OFFICES,

g -

LEGATS OTTAWA AND MEXICC ADVISED.

" END

WKZ .
FBI LOS ARG .
X

SERIALIZED
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FBI LOS ANG.

FBI WASH DC o \ -
718PM URGENT 5/7/68 LCC | Cg%ZL/;
TO ALL SACS RELAY MESSAGE PLAN

FROM DIRECTOR IP

MURKIN

TwWo ADbITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS OF RAY WERE RELEASED TODAY
TO NEWS MEDIA IN WASHINGTON. PHOTOGRAPH NUMBER ONE SHOULD
BEAR CAPTION "JAMES EARL RAY (PHOTOGRAPH TAKEN NINETEEWN
" SIXTY-SEVEN IN MEXICO)." THIS IS THE PHOTOGRAPH OF RAY IN DARK
GLASSES AND SPORT SHIRT. PHOTOGRAPH NUMBER TWO SHOULD BEAR
CAPTION "JAMES EARL RAY (PHOTOGRAPH TAKEN LATE JANUARY OR
- EARLY FEBRUARY NINETEEN SIXTY-EIGHT IN CALIFORNIA).™ THIS IS
HEAD SHOT OF RAY IN BUSINESS SUIT WHICH SHOWS MARKED CLEFT IN
CHIN. YOU ARE AUTHORIZED TO REPRODUCE COPIES OF THESE TWO
PHOTOGRAPHS LOCALLY AND YOU SHOULD INSURE THEY RECEIVE WIDE-

—

SPREAD DISTRIBUTION THROUGH ALL MEDIA COMNTACTS. FIVE COPIES OF

EACH OF THESE PHOTOGRAPHS PREVIOUSLY FURNISHED ALL OFFICES.
LEGATS OTTAWA AND MEXICO ADVISED. | (7
END | d
DPX

FBI LOS. ANG.
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TO

FROM

/\

SUBJECT:

A

be given the most recent photographs of subject.

OPTIONAL. FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27

UNITED STATES ,G(iRNMENT
Memorandum

SAC, LOS ANGELES (4l-157L4)

2010-108

SUPERVISOR WILLIAM JOHN NOLAN

MURKIN

JAMES EARL RAY, aka

I. 0. #4182 W.F. Lh2-A
TOP TEN FUGITIVE

00: MEMPHIS

Bufile L1 -38861

ATTENTION: ALL SENIOR RESIDENT AGENTS

‘DATE:

5/9/68

The Bureau has directed that widespread distribution

photograph of subject with sun glasses and sport shirt was taken
during October 1967 while he was at Puerto Vallarta, Mexico.

The photograph of subject in business suit, which shows marked
cleft chin, was taken during January or early February 1968.

|
|
The enclosed !
|

You should contact friendly news media your territory
and make photographs available unless there is a reason to pre-

clude any contact.

Advise of positive results. |

Enclosed for each Senior Resident Agent in connection
with this project are two 8 x 10 and three 3 x 5 photographs
of RAY, along with press release authorized by the Bureau dated

May 7, 1968+

Bach Senior Resident Agent should contact appropriate
newspaper within their territory in compliance with the above
instructions and advise Desk #1 by memorandum no later than

5/19/68 of the coverage to be effected.

ccef. Press File:

TJA :CM

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 5010106
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. UNITED STATES .G“ERNMENT ‘
.Memorandum
7O . SAC, LOS ANGELES (Lli-157L) ‘ DATE: 5/9/68
pRom{/ SUPERVISOR WILLIAM JOHN NOLAN
A
SUBJECT MURKIN
\Jj

JAMES EARL RAY, aka
I.0. #1182 W.F, L2-A
TOP TEN FUGITIVE

00: MEMPHIS

Bufile }}-38861

ATTENTION: ALL SENIOR RESIDENT AGENTS®

The Bureau has directed that widespread distribution

be given the most recent photographs of subject. The enclosed

photograph of subject with sun glasses and sport shirt was taken
during October 1967 while he was at Puerto Vallarta, Mexico.

The photograph of subject in business suit, which shows marked
cleft chin, wes taken during January or early February 1968.

You should contact friendly news media your territory
and make photographs available unless there is a reason to pre-

. clude any contact. Advise of positive results.

Enclosed for each Senior Resident Agent in connection
with this project are two 8 x 10 and three 3 x 5 photographs

of RAY, along with press release authorized by the Bureau dated
May 7, 1968.

Bach Senior Resident Agent should contact appropriate
newspaper within their territory in compliance with the above
inst.uctions and advise Desk #1 by memorandum no later than
5/19/68 of the coverage to be effected.
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—United Press Tele
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FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63)

{Mount Clipping in Space Below)

"FBI Relea

ses Two New—

Pictures of Suspect Ray

WASHINGTON (UPI) —The
FBI has distributed two
more photographs of the
accused killer of Dr. Martin
Luther King—one of them “an
exivemly good likeness.”

Both were snapshots of James
Earl Ray, alias Eric Starve
Galt, an escaped comvict
accused of shooting King to
death in Memphis April 4.

The ‘“‘extremely good like-
ness” is a candid photograph of
Ray in a business suit and tie
and shows almost his full face,
taken in late January or early
February somewhere in Califor-
nia.

The other, which the FBI said
was taken last November
somewhere in Mexico, shows
him wearing sun glasses and
what appears to be a white
sports shirt. The FBI said Ray
is known to wear sun glasses
frequently.

The two new photographs—
the FPI refused to say where or
how they were obtained—will be
displayed throughout the coun-
try along with three other
pictures of Ray which now
appear on FBI's wanted pos-
ters.

Ray, who escaped from prison
April 23, 1967, by hiding in a
truck, 1§ Whnted by 1he ¥BI for

illegal flight to avoid prosecu-
tion in Tennessee for King's
murder. :

The civil rights leader was
shot fo death on a motel
balcony, apparently by a
rifleman 200 feel awayina
rooming house bathreom.

‘Thirteen days later the FBI
announced it had issued a
warrant for Gali, but after
checking some 53,000 finger-
prints, the FBI said two days
afierwards that Galt and Ray
were the same man.* ===

2025 RELEAS

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

_A-2 Herald-Examiner
Los Angeles, Calif,

Date: 5“’ 8"’68

Edition: Night Final
Authors:

Editor:

Title:

Character:
or
Classification:
Submitting Office: LA /',M
{ 4
v

l____l Being Investigated

| SEARCHED . SNDEXED .

ERIALIZED. . L FILED. 2.

T

/ MAY 91968
FBI—L0S ANGELES

£

E UNDER E.O. 14176

A
e

y ; y
-/ AN T S
. ol 2

. = [




TO

FROM

SUBJECT:

\/'W( T P Y WIS T2 -

[ .
OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 5010-106 ,
MAY 1962 EDITION ) s
GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27

UNITED STATES GOVE

Memorandum

SAC, LA (hlL-157h) ~ pate: 5/10/68

SA H.L. PELLEGATTA

MURKIN
Re memo Supervisor NOLAN, 5/9/68,
L
on 5/10/68 two 8x10 photos of RAY were furnishsd to
AT, PERRIN, City Desk, Press-Enterprise and LYNT MC QUERN,
staff writer., They advised the photes would be run
in tkhe paper,
HLP
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

| said was taken last Novem-

| FBI's wanted posters.

| foreign countries, including

FBI Passes
Out 2 New |
Ray Pictures

WASHINGTON (UPI) —
The FBI distributed today
two more photographs of the
accused killer of Dr. Martin
Luther King — one of them
“an extremely good like-
ness.”

Both were snapshots of
James Earl Ray, alias Eric
Starvo Galt, an escaped
convict accused of shooting
King to death in Memphis '
April 4.

The “‘extremely good like-
ness” is a candid photo-
graph of Ray in a business
| suit and tie and shows al-

most his full face. It was
taken in late January or
early February somewhere
in California.

The other, which the FBI

ber somewhere in Mexico,
shows him wearing sun
glasses and what appears to

he a white sports shirt. The |

FBI said Ray is known to '

wear sun glasses frequently.
The two new photographs

| — the FBI refused to say
1 where or how they were ob-

tained — will be displayed
throughout the country along
with three other pictures of
Ray which now appear on

One of the earlier photo-

| graphs was taken when Ray

was graduated from bartend- j

ing school in Los Angeles

early this year. :
Ray was added to the

| FBI’s list of 10 Most Want-
i ed Criminals April 20. There .
| have been reports of the

search extending to various

Australia, and authorities '
along the U.S. borders have
been alerted to watch for

him. PE— i

/o
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‘FBI today released two newly obtained photos of James Earl Ray, ex-convict
sought in the slaying of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Photo af left shows Ray wearing
dark glasses and was taken in Mexico, November 1967. At right, photo of Ray in a
busimesssuit was taken in California late January-early February 1968, “==—==

| | -
, o New Photos Of Suspect
|

S — . i —UP| Telephoto
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

TO ' 8AC, LOS ANGELES (4L-157R) P pate: 5/13/68
FROM : SA GORDON B. PLAYMAN .

SUBJECT: MURKIN

JAMES EARL RAY, akea
IQO. #,4,182, W.F. L'J.‘.a"A
TOP TEN FUGITIVE :

Rememo Supervisor WILLIAM JOHN NOLAN 5/9/68,

On 5/13/68 City Editor JOHN BALL, Santa Barbara News-
Press, was provided with press release dated 5/7/68 and the
two latest photos of RAY, BALL stated that he wéould run ¥
these items in the next issue of the News-Press,

GBP/gbp
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 5010-108

., GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27

MAY 19862 EDITION
UNITED STATES 'GOVQNMENT

Memorandum

O SAC 1LOS ANGELES
FROM SA ROBERT J. BARRY
SUBJECT:

MURKIN

DATE:

Re Director letter to Los Angeles dated 4/29/68.
Memorandum SA NOLAN to SAC Los Angeles dated.

On 5/13/68 the proof and new photographs of the subjedt
were furnished to Associate Editor DONALD TANNER, Westchester
Star-News, 8606 Sepulveda Blvd., Los Angeles, Calif., 90045.

The above is the only newspeper in the vicinity of the
Los Angeles International Airport Resident Agency.

(2)
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 o 5010-306

UNI:‘I;EEI(; NS"FATES GOVQNMENT : . A

Memorandum :
TO :  SAC, LOS ANGELES (LL-157L) DATE} 5/1l/68 ' ‘
FROM : SA CURTIS H., HOLT

supject: MURKIN

Re Memo of Supv. WILLIAM JOHN NOLAN, 5/9/68.

LANCASTER RA TERRITORY

The following newspapers were furnished with
photographs of JAMES EARL RAY taken in October 1967 and
January or February, 1968. They were also furnished with a
copy of the press released dated 5/7/68. All those contacted - :
stated they would run the above items in one of forthcoming LR
issues., s

‘ LEDGER-GAZETTE, Lancaster, California - Daily paper
| :
: ANTELOPE VALLEY PRESS, Palmdale, California - Daily

DAILY PRESS, Victorville, California -Daily

.
/J/ ‘
.
.
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Wall Street, Play by Play

Of all the things television does bad-
ly, the stock market may be the worst.
Despite the fact that 24 million Amer-
icans now own stocks, TV coverage of
the market ~is almost universally re-
stricted to a brief and bewildering re-

cital of the Dow-Jones averages and

the ten most active stocks. But now,
from the never-never land of UHF,
comes a startling switch. Eight U.S.
TV stations, most of them new, have
gone on the air with a play-by-play ac-
count of market transactions from open
to close, Monday through Friday.

Originated 18 months ago by Los An-
geles’ Channel 22 (“The Station That
Means Business”), the programs run
nonstop for six to eight hours, as com-
puterized figures sweep constantly
across the picture, reproducing the tapes
of both the New York and American
Stock Exchanges. Behind the figures,
an announcer or a licensed stockbroker
answers telephone inquiries from view-
ers and delivers a running commentary
on market trends, business news and
transactions on local exchanges.

The commerits are not uniformly en-
lightened. Houston’s Channel 16, which
began broadcasting only two months
ago, hired a former science reporter
and a dark-haired young actress to keep
its audience informed. “We are only
now at the point,” admits the show’s
Jeff Thompson, “where we can
ds and correlate what is hap-
here are other dangers in-
avoid SEC charges of stock
amipaation, all stations forbid their

commentators from paying particular

attention to any single stock. They also
discourage their employees from play-
ing the market. Says News Director

Ben Larsen of Chicago’s Channel 26:

“I sold out all my stocks when we start-
ed. I'm scared to death of someone
accusing me of jockeying a stock.”

So far, the exchange programs seem
to be accomplishing their intended pur-
pose: to attract a marketable audience
for potential advertisers. The fare obvi-
ously appeals to a large number of
elderly people who otherwise would
have to trudge downtown to the bro-
ker’s office to watch the tape, although
some studies show, that the average
viewer earns about $15,000 a year and
is between 38 and 45 years of age.

So enthusiastic is the audience that
country clubs now keep their sets tuned
to the market action, as do expensive
bars, barbershops, beauty salons and
doctors® offices. The most ebullient re-
sponse, however, comes from business-
men’s wives who suddenly find that
they can talk intelligently about the mar-
ket with their husbands. One over-
whelmed Dallas woman recently wrote
Channel 39 that “your stock-market
show is the greatest thing that has hap-
pened to me since sex.” And Seattle’s
Channel 13, which because of the time

difference begins its Wall Street report

at 7 a.m., received a telephone call
from a housewife who said that “for
the first time in 17 years, I had break-
fast with-my husband this morning.”

OPINION

The Assassination

According to Capote

On the rare occasions when writer
Truman Capote agrees to submit to a
television interview, it is usually be-
cause he has something that he wants
to say. Last week, when he appeared

(for the first time) on Johnny Carson’s

Tonight show, he wasted little time in

DON DORNAN

 DON JONES
UL AYG
2.6 81 .32

b ———

At e
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".with interviewing what I call homicidal

CAPOTE ON “TONIGHT” SHOW. . -/ i
Were there two Eric Starvo .GaH's? Lo

getting to. the point. “I have a theory.
announced the author of In Cold Bloo
“about the murder of Martm Lu
King.”

So, of course, does almost everyly dy
else, but Capote’s credentials make 'hin
worth listening to—wild though his the
ory may be. The FBI, he says, is look
ing for the wrong man. James Eat
Ray, alias Eric Starvo Galt, was. in
deed in on the assassination plot—whick
Capote believes was carried out by “lef
ists, not rightists,” for political® gai
Ray did not, however, kill Martin ‘L
ther King. “I have studied his- record
very carefully, and in my experienc

minds [Capote has talked at length with!
100 murderers in the past nine years],
he’s simply a man not capable of " this
particular kind of very calculated and.
cruel, and exact and precise klnd of
crime.’ -
In Capote’s reconstrudtion of - the

crime, in fact, Ray’s only function:was;
to throw the FBI off the assassin’s trail
first by assuming the name of Eric Star
vo Galt (“My theory is that there.are
two Eric Starvo Galts”), and finally by
planting his fingerprints on the gun, that -
was later to be used for killing Klng
“This was a setup,” Capote believes.
“The central factor of what. happens. .i
that, after the assassmanon, this “as
sassin rushes out of the rooming’ house
and what does he do? He does a very,..
amazing, unusual thing. He takes a- su1t-
case and very carefully props it up in,
front of a store. And .in 'this su;tcase»
there is a shotgun, very carefully ‘left. .
And what is on it is Mr. James Ear
Ray s ﬁngerprmts i . .
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UNITED STATES .GWRNMEN'T
Memorandum

SAC, LOS ANGELES (Ll-157l)
SUPERVISOR WILLIAM JOHN NOLAN

MURKIN

JAMES EARL RAY, aka

I. 0. #1182 W.F, Lh2-A
TOP TEN FUGITIVE

00: MEMPHIS

Bufile ll;-38861

ATTENTION: ALL SENIOR RESIDENT AGENTS

¢

DATE: 5/9/68

The Bureau has directed that widespread distribution

be given the most recent photographs of subject.
photograph of subject with sun glasses and sport shirt was taken
during October 1967 while he was at Puerto Vallarta, Mexico.

The photograph of subject in business suyilt, which shows marked
cleft chin, was taken during January or early February 1968.

The enclosed

You should contact friendly news media your territory

and make photographs available unless there 1s a reason to pre-
Advise of positive results.

Enclosed for each Senior Resident Agent in connection

with this project are two 8 x 10 and three 3 x 5 photographs

of RAY, along with press release authorized by the Bureau dated
May 7, 1968«

Bach Senior Resident Agent should contact appropriate

newspaper within their territory in compliance with the above

instructions -and advise Desk #1 by memorandum no later than
5/19/68 of the coverage to be effected.
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aj’ATle::l;:zLE;;’;::gNNOA w0 Q 5010-108
El\FINTEI; N;’;“’ATES GOVERNMENT
Memorandum
TO :SAC, T0S ANGELES (LL-157h)
FROM :SA CARL V. PORTER

SUBJECT:MURKIN

X

pate: 5/15/68

Re Memo of Spervisor WILLIAM JOHN NOIAN to SAC 5/9/68,

The most recent photographs of RAY were furnished to

Mr RON FUNK, Managing Editor, Eveniﬁg Outlook Newspaper,

Santa Monica, Calif, on 5/10/68, He stated these photeswere the

same as those that appearwd in the 5/7/68 issue of ths Outlook

which were released by UPI, This article with the phofos was

previsiously clipped and forwarded to the LA office,

The photos were made available to BILL FENDERSON, Staff

Editor, Evening Star News, Culver City, Calif, on 5/10/68

and he stated they would ks appear in his paper in the near

fature,

CVP
(1)

SERIALIZED__ '}

MAYT 6 196

| FBI—L0S ANC..iS

- .
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




-

‘1 - The day before the amum, Ry was pi@kea up in Mhuns,

e e

Acgerding to our 'zinfermtiw. hsm‘ were Ray's movements:

Alabams, and was thken $o mwhin.

2 - Be registered in m&mlns house, and-we —by-

Alnother man wh§ registered as gmm;ml mm iz.m:: was

suppesed to be baskup man, kill King at rally that night
_if Bay missed his ehance on the baleony,)

3 - Aruer shotting King, Ray walked two or %rw bloeks te

the getaway car, accompanied by a girl snd a guy, ‘ I
The oar is & new blus Buisk, With sxaw gﬁmm, Firat .
d1gita are bslisved te be Lh. Car is owned was driven

. by Eddie Wilburgy of Munteville, Ala. I% is mﬁgpﬂﬁ with *
" & police redin. C_Scﬁo«i w;.’g s 4 "“‘1’? M"‘l}“f ‘r {6&6 -
b “Ho ITHoR VI f]m ' s d

k - Bay, two sir,!,q and a ohild were driven out of Memphis by L

Wilburn in th& blue Buiek. Went % Esnsas 01 ip took ,
6% hours. Gyls, ¢ Enfl u}.’buvu F?#f? Vsﬁfg ‘ “*

5 = In Kansas ausy,, m stayed evernight at a home . It ia a smn, ;

gray, shingled, one~bedroem house about three miles fyem o
central Kansaes e%%.wa {We mmm have rwsh maaam ) SR

6 - At dusk the m& &&y (&gxﬁ. 5} Ray was flown to Belle Glade,
¥

RS Florida, in ate plaps, Took off fream private
field, also used as® &w&aixxg field for milituy. Ray arrived
serly April @ 64, : . ‘

7 - Plapne in which Kay wag t.’wm is pwned by a william Plerce
, 8 wealthy man who owns or operates an airpert in
Belle Glade, and once cwned a contracting oompany in Cuba.
¥ot known iy whether Pierce flew the plans. Piersce also -
owns motel in Belle Glade and ocottages en the lake in neardy
Okeschobes (or maybe sn nearby Lake Okeechobee ), Plerce sald
to be KKK nmember. \ .

8 ~ Theery: Ray stawﬁ in motel er in mttage. May be still thare‘
Or in Cuba. !

9 - on April 11, Ray got on yacht (probably charter boat) in Key =
West. Boat owned by Ben Thompson. {A Ben *mzmn of Miami owns
three fishing boats.) :

4 + : . . B
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