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LA -•e&-- II -•12••• e,1 PN Rift 

VM!lt 4•l?•CI Ill 

tO ALL SACS PLA!ltlXT 
P'J'tOM D !ftlCTOI 5P 

MURkll 
. RECEIVED BY CODED iEL PE 

THE YOLLOWtH PRESS RELEASE WAS ISSUED AT WASMIIGTOI, D,c., 

AT 5:4, P.M. THIS A,TtRIOOI. YOU ARE AUTMORIZ!D TO RELEASE At 

Ctlt PM I. s. t. ALTHOUGH IT IS REALIZED TM! 

WIRI SERVICES WILL CARRY THE FULL TEXT, YOU SHOULD IMMEDIATELY 

CONTACT THE L.tADIIS N!WSPAPtRS AID RADIO AND TV STATIONS II 

YOUR lHVlSIOI TO UISURE IT RECEIVES IMMEDIATE WID£SPREAD l>ISTRtBU­

fIOI. YOU ARI ALSO AUTMORIZEO TO IMMEDIATELY MAK! AVAILABLE TO 

ALL MEDIA RiPRES!ITATIV!S COPIES OF TME TWO PHOTOGRAPHS AL• 

READY- IN YOUR POSSESSION. THI DESCftIPTIVE DATA ON .THE BACKS OF 

THESE PHOTOGRAPHS SHOULD BE DELETED• PHOTOGRAPH NUMBER 

ONE WITH EYES CLOSED SHOULD CARRY THE CAPT!OM, "£RIC STARVO 

IALt, ALSO KIOWN AS HARVIY_~O~N,PN AID JOHN WILLARD.• PHOTO• 

IIAflH IU118£R T,r,O SHOULD CARRY THE CAPTIOR, "ERIC STARVO GALT, 

ALSO KNOWN AS HARVEY l.01HIYER AID JOMN WILLARD (EYES DRAWN lf4 

BY FBI ARTIST>.• YOU AR£ AUTHORIZED TO REPRODUCE LOCALLY 

ADIITlOIAl. PHOTOGftA,HS AS REQUIRED. YOU SHOULD ATTEMPT TO 

IlliUII THAT THIS RELEASt AID PHOTOGRAPHS RECEIVE REPEATED 

COVIRAII IY RAIIO AID TV StATJOIS. YOU ARE TO MAKE 10 ILAIOR~• 

' TJOI· WNATIOIVU IIQAIDIII THIS RELEASE. ·--:/r~;· ./ (I .... e,~ - / 
I, SEARCHED 1•~DEXED -rl-
1.. -SERIAUZED-¢.f!LEP..;,.... . 
t APl(l ? 101:f1 . 
\' · .FBl - LOS ANGELES 

\ . 
.~--~~----------·-··-r···· ---···-----~-- -------------· 

• 
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• 
,ow IN"EDIATE RELEASE 

APRIL 11, lti8 

ATTORIEY GEIERAL RAMSEY CLARK ANNOUNCED TODAY THAT 

ERIC ITARVO GALT lS BEIII SOUGHT 8Y TKE FBI AS A FUGITlVE 01 A FEDERAL 

CHAIGI AfUSIII ,trcfll THE VA'tAL SHOOTING OF TME REVEREND DR. MART !If LUtlift' 

. KIIG, JR., IN MEMPHIS, fElllESSEE. ~Q, ~/ ~ '.. 1961-. . . 1 - • 

-~---· ~--. ·-·--
I !RECTOR J. EDGAR HOOVER STATED THAT A F'!DtRAL COMPLAIIT 

WAS rILD BY TM! FBI II BIRMIIGHAM, ALABAMA, TODAY CHAft8ING GALiWITM . ...._ __________ ,.. 

COISPlftlH TO VIOLATE THE CIVIL RIGHTS OF DR. KIIG IN VIOLATIOI Of 

/ tlrt.E !It SECTION e4t, OF TKI UNITED STATES CODE. 

THE ,11 coMPLAIRT cHAReEs THAT •01 oR Aaout MARc~rn1flr ' 1 

1961, AT BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMAt•••ERIC STARVO GALT AND AN IIDlVIDUAL 

WHOM HE ALLEGED TO B[ HIS BROTHER, ENTERED INTO A CONSPIRACY WKlCM 

corcrumtD UNTIL ON Oft ABOUT AP.RI!. ,, 1,6i, TO INJURE, OPPRESS, TMft!AT[Nt 

OR INTIMIDATE MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., ••• IN THE FREE EXERCISE OR ENJOY• 

Pl!IT OF A JU8HT SECURED TO MIM BY THE. COISTITUTIOI OR LAWS OF TKE UIUTl,D 

. STAtts, IAMELY, TH[ RIGHT to ,REELY TRAVEL FROM STATE TO STATE. IN 

,u1n1£RAICE or THIS CONSPIRACY, ERIC STARVO GALT DID, ON OR ABOUT 

MARCH ,,. I tcs, PURCHASE A R.Irl..E AT B IRMIIGHAM, ALABAMA' •••• 

.. 
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A-- . 
ACCfJIUlUtG 1'0 NI-. MOOV!R,. 31.16 RIFLE EQUIPPED WITH 

A TitLISCOPIC SISHT WAS FOUND NEAR A ROOMING MOUSE ON SOUTH MAIN 

STREET II NEMPKIS !MMEDllTELY AFTER TKE FATAL SHOOTING 81 DR• KUii . 

OCCURRED. THE ROOMING HOUSE OV[RLOOKS TM[ LORRAINE HOT!l AID MOTIL 

WMD! DR. 111G WAS STAYING. 

MR. kOCV!R SAID THAT nu AGENTS DE1'£1UUIED TKAT THI 

JI.IC RIFLE RAD BEIi PURCHASED FROM A GUI DEALER IN 8IRN116HAM1 

ALABAMA, ON MAlte~ 
~ 

'11 1 1968. THE TELESCOPIC SIGHT ALSO WAS 

PURCHASED fROM THIS DEALER. 

TME F'Bt DIRECTOR SAID THAT GALT, WNO JfAS US!D tH! 

RAMIS 01 JOHN WIL 
Jr 
LARD AND MARVtY LOWMYER 11 THE PAST, IS TK[ OWNU 

or A 196G WHITE MUSTANG BEAftING ALABAMA LICENSE PLATES WHICH WAS 

U>CAfED ABANDONED IN ATLANTA, GABRGIA, ~ti APRll II, -1,11. INVESTtGATIOI 1 

DISCLOSED THAT tlALT. PURCHASED THIS CAR fl'ftOPI A PRIVATE CltIZll II 

IIIMilfGHAM ON AUGUST It, J 961. THE MUSTANG'S ODOMETER SHOWED THAT · 

IT HAD BUN DRIVEN MOR! THAN 191111 MILES BETWEEN LATE AIJGQST, Jt4T, 

AID EARLY APRIL, l9S8., 
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PAGE FOUR • • 
ACCOIUJIIG fO Mia HOOVht IAL1"'S _TRAVELS 11 THI 

MUSTAIG llCLUIED TRtPS TO LOS ANGELES, CALIFORIIAa NEW ORLIAIS, 

1.0lJISIAIAJ IUIU'llJIR(UIAMt AUBAMAI UNI P'IEXlCO, AS WELL AS TO 

MEMPHIS, TIIIESSEEt AND ATLANTA, GEORGIA. GALT WAS REPORTID TO 

HAVE BIii II MEMPHIS ON APRI~ 3, AIDlli& lt«S• AND TO HAVI DEPARTED 

,aoM TKEftl FOR ATLANTA. 

IITEISIV£ INVESTIGATION BY THE FBI MAS DISCLOSED THAT 

GALT HAS CLAIMED TO HAVE SEEN EMPLOYED AS A COOK 01 MISSISSIPPI 

fUVER VESSELS AND AS A MERCHANT SEAMAN. HE IS SAID TO BE Al AVID 

DAICtR ANP TOOK DANCING LESSOIS II NEW ORLEANS IN 1964 AND 19&5J lR 

BIRMIIGKAM DURJMI SEPTEMBER AND OCTOBER, 1967; AND IR LONG BEACH, 

CALlFOfUUA, ,aoM DECtl'll!Rt ,,,.,, TO ,mnUARY, 1968. 

GALT LEFT LOS AIG!LiS 01 DECEfflJER 15, 1967t AID DROVE 

MIS WHIT! MUSTANG TO NEW ORILANS, WHERE KE CLAIMED Ht COITACTD 

Eltl[Jlt Al EIGIIE!RllG OR A CONTRACTING FIRM. HE LEFT NEW ORLEANS 01 

DECEMIIR 19TH AND AfUUVED BACK IN LOS ANGELI'S ON DECEPlB!R 21, 1961 • 

WHILE II THE LOS ANGELES AREA EARLY THIS YEAR, GALT 

TOOi A COURIE AT A SCHOOL OF BARTENDING AND WAS GRADUATED ON MARCH 1 1 ,, .... 
. THI ,uoitIV! IS DESCRIBED AS A WMITE MALE. ff[ IS APPROXI­

MATELY 5 FEET I INCHES TO 5 f!ET 11 INCHES TALL AND WIIIMS B!TWEEI 10 

All tl, POUIIS. HE IS SAID TO BE A NEAT DRESSER AID HAS A MEDIUM BUILD. 
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• 
GALT HAS BROWN HAIR, WHICH HE WEARS IN A •aRUSM· cur. 

NE l!PORTEDLY HAS BLUE EYESJ HlS NOSE IS STRAIGHT AND IARROWJ HlS 

TOTH ARE STRAIGHT·AID CLEAi; AND HE HAS GlVEI MIS DATE OF BIRTH AS 

I 

THt FUGITIVE ti SAID TO HAVE A NERVOUS MA~lt or OCCASU)IALL Y 

PULLIIG At Al EAR LOB! WITH MIS HAND. MIS LEFT EAR FftOTRtn.l!S FA'RTHift 

FROM MIS HEAD THAI HIS RIGHT EAR. 

ACCORDIIQ TO MR. HOOVER• PERSONS WHO HAVE MET GALT 

DESCRIBE MUI AS· A •LONER" AN» STATE HIS LANGUAGE' AID DI CT IOI HAVE A 

•RURAL• tUALITY AID SUl@!ST THAT ME PROBABLY· DOES NOT HAVE A Hl&H IECl:,111 i 
I I 

OF EIUCATlOfh, HE IS SAID TO DRINK ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES All HAS A !' i 

PRtf!l~ICE FOR VODKA AND BEER• ME lS A ,11 OF WESTERN AND COUl,TRY .' 

MUSIC. 

GALT SHOULD BE CONSIDERED ARMED AND DANGEROUS. ANY -

lltFORMATIOM COICtRIIIG KIM SHOULD BE FUfttUSMEI> lMMEl)IATELY to· TKJt 

ltAftEST YBt OFFICE. 

!ID 

LA ••• KH Vil LOS A18!LES 

se ••• ATJ Fil, SAi DIEGO 
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TO 

FROM 

SUBJECT: 

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 ~10-100 

MAY 1062 EPITJON • 
GSA G£N, HE:G. NO. 27 

UNITED STATES GOVr:: NMENT • Memorandum 
DATE: 

SA J. CLA::tE \'JILLI.AMS 

MURKIH 
CR -, 

\fri tel' called on :~~ ve da tc by one KI.RA A i, 
who identified herself aG fH'1:bJ.J;•,sh·10,r t:merico.:J. od:i..to7 of 
Frsn ch· nre spape r, n F'ra.nce-E.:oj_rtt, publ i.s hed il1 Prak1ce 
with a Eu:r•opeun circulation of over tvo mil}ion.o 

Stated that they are not connoctod with national 
wire service, have no correapondant in Washington, DaCc 
Stated that would appreciate call rroro FBI should subject 
this case be apprehendedo Ca.n bo concae:ted <'.:l.t tel// HO J~•lOJJo 

l - LA 
JCW/rr:e 

.s.71/'- £-;JJ 
SEARCHED-.1-/)··INOEXl:'.D__~ 

SERIALIZED--v~--FIL~O .. ----~-

PR 18196 
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TO 

FROM 

SUBJECT: 

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 • 5010-105 
MAY 1962 EDITION 
GSA. GEN. REG. NO. 27 " 

UNITED ST ATES GO · NMENT 

Memorandum 
SAC, LOS ANGELES (44-1574) i ASAC RICHARD D. ROGGE 

MURKIN 

• 
DATE: 4/18/68 

At_.J:'.0:50 AM on 4/18/68, D ---..........., KLAC Radio, 
telephone 9,,;?/7 -0110, called in the a enc e of the writer and 
inquired. S to whether the story carried over radio station 
KFWB on e evening of 4/17/68 regarding an interview of,JOHN_ 

-.i..r.id.l!Jr.~· of Long Beach, whose name was one of the aliases used 
by . , was factual. WILLARD reportedly stated he was approached 
by tfe FBI and questioned not only after the assassination of Dr. 
KING but several months prior. SANDER desired to know if this 
was responsible reporting or not. 

At 11:03 AM, SANDER was recontacted by the writer, 
and he was courteously advised that this office had nothing 
further to add to the press release issued on the evening of 
4/17/68, which SANDER ack~owledged he had received. SANDER 
reiterated his request but was courteously advised I -had no 
further comment to make in this matter. 

In view of the above, the case agent should set out 
hereinafter the complete identity of the WILLA.RD who was inter­
viewed in Long Beach. The dates of the interview should be 
incorporated and a summary of th~ information he furnished. 
It should also be established if he was ever interviewed prior 
to 4/4/68 in any matter involving FBI jurisdiction, and if so, 
any such contact should be summarized. 

FBI-LOS AN 
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IAN DltlO ••l-2-

LOS AN8!1..ES •-3•• I IIIPM EXR 

URGENT 4-19•61 EXR 

il',Ai Wfs,,tlLA 111~~m) RECDVED. Bl. CODED lllffi'P£ 
1'IDI DllfflOI. 

,THE FOLLOWING PRESS RELEASE HAS JUST SEEN ISSUED AT 

WASKIIGTON THIS AYT!RIOOI AID YOU ARE AUTHORIZED TO MK! IT 

IMMEDIATELY AVAILABLE TO THE LEADING NtWSPAPERS AND RADIO 

AID TV STATIONS II TOUR llVISlON., EVERY EFfORT MUST 8£ MADI 

TO INSUR! REPEATED AID WIDESPREAD DISTRIBUTION OF ?HIS 

lNFORPlATlOI. COPIES ,OF THE 1961 PHOTOGRAPH OF SUBJECT , , 

ALREADY II YOUR POSSESSIOI AID WANTED FL Y!RS SHOU1.D ALSO 8! 

MADE AVAILABLE TO MEDIA CONTACTS. NO ELABORATION 

WMATSOEVEft MAY BE MADE REIARDIII THIS RELEASE• ADDITIONAL 

· IISTJUJCTIOIS REIARDINI INVESTIGATIVE L!ADS WILL P'OLLOW 

SQITLY. 

!II PAIi 01! 
I . ,M':_~£/d ./ . -· d 

v. vv l(jJ' -/ / ·-/d)~-/~f£'-l- ·- 9--
11- :;x. SEARCHED ,.:JNDEXED . : 

r0l1 SERIAUZED~lED ,TT u u,, . APR1819st( 
. '.EBI -LOS ANGELES 

\ 

' I 
'I 
', \ 

,,1 

') 
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PAIi TWO 

( • 
fOR JMIIIATI RILIASI 

APlUL lt1 lttl 

/ 

AtTORIE:Y 8ilDAL RAMSEY CLARK AIIOUNCED TODAY TMAT TM! 

Vil HAS Illltl11!1 JASS !AIL JtAY,· Al ESCAPEE FROM THE ·NIISOUII 

STATE ,11tTEITIARY, AS ERIC STARVO SALT, AIAIISf-WHOM A FEDERAL 

C0'1PLAJIT WAS ,tLED LAST WEDl!SIAY 11 COIIECTION WITH THI rATAL SHOOT• 

II or THE RIVER!ID DR•· MARTIN LUTHER IING.t JRt 

DlRECTOR J. EDGAR MOOJER SAJD THAT A SYSTEf!IAtIC AID 

EXHAUSTIVE HARCM o, LAtEIT ,n,aERPR111'S UICOVEREI I.I TME IR. 1111 
• ' I 

CASI AlllST ?Mi ,111ERJtlUITS OF TH! OVlrt 51 1111 POIOIS FOR WKGM 

•wAITID NOTICES· NAVE 8!11 POSTED IN TNE ,1us ,, TH£ ,11•1 
Dlfllml 
IIPUYFCI LU TO THE DETERNIIATIOI _THAT GALT AND RAY ARE ID!Bt. 

141• HOOVER SAlD THAT RAY, VMO IS •1 YEARS OF AGl1 WAS 
; •m 1lltBlfDlr 

RIPORt[D MISSIIG ,noM THE MISSOURI STAV!fflOEIIT!ITlARY AT JE,FIRSOI 

CITY, MISsouru. SINCE APRIL 21, 1967. Hi HAD B!EI R£C[1YED Al THAT 

lNSTITUTIOI 01 MARCH 17, lt61, TO, SERVE A 21-YEAI SilfEICE FOU .. OWIII . 

COIYJCTIOI ti St. LOUIS FOR ARMD IOBBE'RY AID FOR OPEIATlll A MOTOI 

VIKICLI llTHIUT PERMISSION OF THE CWl!ft• 

IND PAIi TWO 
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II SPEtEPfflER, I 966, WHt.LE SERVING THIS SENTENCE, ME WAS 

CONFJIED 'FOR A TIME 11 THE MAXIMUM SECURITY WARD At THE STAtE·HOSPITAL. 

AT FULTON, MISSOURI. 

ACCORDING TO MR. HOOVER, RAY HAS A KNOWN ARREST RECORD 
IA.01 to U49. 

DATING BACKMZO LQOROM PRIOR TO THE 1968 CONVICTION FOR WHlCK HE RECEIVE 

THE 21•YEAR TERM, RAY HAD BEEN CONVICTED OF BURGLARY 11 LOS AIGElES, 

CALIFORtlIA• tN 1949J ARMED ROBBERY IN CHICAGO, ILLINOIS, IN 1952; ARD 

FORGING UNITED STATES POSTAL MONEY ORDERS IN MISSOURI 

IN 1955 • 

ME HAS SERVED TE.RMS 11 THE LOS ANGELES COUNTY JAIL IN 

1949; IN STATE PRISONS AT JOLIET AND PONTIAC, ILLINOIS, IN 1952•54t AND 

IN THE FEDERAL PENITENTIARY AT LEAVENWORTH, KAISAS, 11 1,,,.,s. 
RAY WAS Al ENLISTED MAN IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY FROM 

FEBRUARY, 1946, TO DECEMBER, 1948, AT WHICH TIME HE WAS GIVEN A 

HARD LABOR fOR BE!IG DRUNK AND BREAKING ARREST. 

MR. HOOVER SAID THAT DURING MIS CRIMINAL CAREER, RAY 

HAS ALSO USED THI IAM!S OF JAMES MC BRIDE, JAMES VA~TON, w. c. 
HERRON AID JAMES O'COINER. HE IS A WHITE MALEJ CLAIMS TO HAVE 

END PAGE THREE 
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SAi DIEGO ••2•2• 

LOS ANGELES --3-- 3130PM EXR 

URGENT 4•19•68 EXR 
TO ALL SACS (PLAINTEX.T) 

1·1~1a1. RG:511LAINTEXT> 
FRCM DIRECTOR 

MURKll. 

', I 

RECDVm ·ay CODED TElEf{PE 

THE F-OLLOWIIG PRESS RELEASE HAS, JUST JEEI ISSUED AT 

WASHIISTOI THIS AFTE:81001 AND YOO ARE AUTHORIZED TO PIAKE · IT 

lMPlEDIATELY AVAILABLE TO THE LEADING NEWSPAPERS AND RADIO 

AND TV STATIONS IN YOUR l>IVISIOI. EVERY EFFORT MUST BE MADE 

TO !ti.SURE REPEATED AND WIDESPREAD DISTRIBUTION OF THIS 

INFORMTI81. COPIES OF THE 19S8 PHOTOGRAPH OF SUBJECT 

ALREADY II YOUR POSSESSION AND WANTED FLYERS SHOULD ALSO BE 
\ . 

MADE AVAILABLE TO l'IEDIA CONTACTS• NO ELABORATION 

WHATSOEVER MAY BE MADE REGARDING THIS RELEASE. ADDITIONAL 

UlST'RUCTIOIS REGARDING INVESTIGATIVE LEADS WILL FOLLOW, 

SMRTLY. 

\ - ' 

ji 
-1•.;_',:;•f 

' . ' , ~ ~ 

' 
,,, : 

I { J~ ' 

··. \\: 
,,) 

~ :t 1, 
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II 
PAGE TWO 

FOR IIWJPIEDIATE RELEASE,· 

APRIL 19, 1968 

ATTORNEY GENERAL RAl'ISEY CLARK ANNOUNCED TODAY THAT THE 

FBI HAS IDENTIFIED JASS EARL RAY, AN ESCAPEE FROl'I THE PIISSOURI 

STATE PENITENTIARY, AS ERIC STARVO GALT, AGAINST WHOM A FEDERAL 

COMPLAINT WAS FILED LAST WEDNESDAY 11 CONNECTION WITH THE FATAL SHOOT­

IN OF THE REVEREND DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

DIRECTOR J. EDGAR HOOVER SAID THAT A SYSTEIWJATIC AND 

EXHAUSTIVE SEARCH OF LATENT FINGERPRINTS UNCOVERED IN THE DR. KING 

CASE AGIIST THE FINGERPRINTS OF THE OVER ~3,180 PERSONS FOR WHOM 
IDE}1l'IFICATIOl 

·vANTED NOTICES· HAVE BEEN POSTED IN THE FILES OF THE FBt•s IDENTIFICAT 
DIVISION IDENI'ICAL 
DIPUYFON LED TO THE DETERPIINATION THAT GALT AND RAY ARE IDEITIOL. 

MR. HOOVER SAID THAT RAY, WHO IS 40 YEARS OF AGE, WAS 
STATE PENITENI'IARY 

REPORTED MISSING FROM THE MISSOURI STAVENOENITENTIARY AT JEFFERSON 

•cITY, MISSOURI, SINCE APRIL 23, 1967. HE HAD BEEN RECEIVED AT THAT 

INSTITUTION ON MARCH 17, 1960, TO SERVE A 28•YEAR SENTENCE FOLLOVIIG 

COIVICTIOI Il·ST. LOUIS FOR ARMED ROBBERY AND FOR OPERATIIG A MOTOR 

VEHICLE WITHOUT PERMISSION OF THE OWNER. 

END PAGE TWO 

--····--·----··--···. -·---··- - . 
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'PAGE THREE 

II SPETEl'1BER, 11966, WHILE SERVING THIS SE'NTEICE, HE WAS · 

,,, 

-,:, 
' ,, 

. :· ~ :;·,,t/ 
,, 

CONFINED FOi A TIME IN THE PJAXINUl'I SECURITY WARD AT THE STATE HClSP."lf:lt.f 

AT FOLTOff, MISSOURI. 
,., 

ACCORDING TO NR. HOOVER, RAY HAS A KNOWN ARREST RECORI , ,, 
BACK TO 1949.. , ,, .. ·. 

DATIIG SACKMZt LQORON PRIOR TO THE 1961 CONVICTION FOR WNitlil,-H£',REn1t·i 
I ,\' 

THE 21-YEAR TERM, RAY HAD BEEN CONVICTED OF BURGLARY, Iftl Lt>S AISELES' · '.,: 
' t ": i ' 

CALIFORIIA, IN 1949; ARMED ROBBERY IN CHICAGO, ILLIIOIS, IN 1952;. ·•~·, '.,:. 

FORGIIS UNITE& STATES POSTAL IJIIOIEY ORDERS IN MISSOURI 

II 1955 • 

RE HAS SERVED TERMS IN THE LO~ ANGELES COUNTY JAIL II 

1949J II STATE PRISONS AT JOLIET AID PONTIAC, ILLIIOIS, 11' 1!52•,54; AD/ 
' ~:; 

II TRE F'EDERAL PENITEITIARY A.t LEAVENWORTH, KANSAS, II 1955-58. 

- RAY WAS AN EIL.ISTED NAN Itl THE UfUTED STATES ARMY FROM 

FEBRUARY, 1946, TO DECEMBER, 1948, AT WHICH TIIIIE HE WAS GIVEN A 

Jil:ARD LABOR FOR BEING DRUNK AID BREAXIIG ARREST• 

MR. HOOVER SAID THAT DURING HIS CRIMINAL CAREER, RAY 

HAS ALSO USED THE NAl'JES OF JANES MC BRIDE, JAMES WALTON, W. e. 
R,ERRON AND JAMES o• CORNER. HE IS A WHITE l'JALE; CLA UIS TO HAVE 

!fD PAGE THREE 

' ' I 
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PAGE FOUR 

BEEN BORN IN ILLINOIS; IS APPROXIMATELY 5 FEET 10 INCHES 

TALL AND WEIGHS ABOUT 163 TO 174 POUNDS. HE HAS BLUE EYES AND BROWN 

HAIR. THERE IS A SMALL SCAR ON THE CENTER OF HIS FOREHEAD AND A SCAR 

ON THE PAL" OF HIS RIGHT HAND. 

RAY HAS CLAIMED THAT HE ATTENDED SCHOOL THROUGH THE 10TH 

GRADt IN ALTON, ILLINOIS. HE HAS HAD THE REPUTATION OF BEING A •DRIFTER" 

SINCE LEAVING SCHOOL. HIS VOCATIONAL EXPERIENCE INCLUDES WORKING AS A 

BAKER, LABORER AND COLOR MATCHER. 

IN CONNECTION WITH HIS ESCAPE FROM THE MISSOURI STATE 

PENITENTIARY, AN FBI COMPLAINT WAS FILED IN JEFFERSON CITY, MISSOURI, 

· ON JULY 20,1967, CHARGING RAY WITH UNLAWFULLY FLEEING FROM THE STATE 

OF MISSOURI TO AVOID CONFINEMENT. HE HAS BEEN A FEDERAL FUGITIIE 

SINCE THEN. 

RAY SHOULD BE CONSIDERED ARMED AND EXTRE"ELY DANGEROUS. 
' 

ANYONE HAVING INFORMATION CONCERNING HIM SHOULD IM"EDIATELY CONTACT 

FBI HEADQUARTERS IN WASHINGTON, D. c., OR THE NEAREST FBI OFFICE. 

END' 

NJZ 

FBI LOS ANGELES 

CND 

FBI SAN DIEGO 
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PAGE FOUR 

IEEI IORI II lLLtNOISJ IS APPROXIMATELY 5 P'IET II llCHII , 

TALL AID WEIGHS ABOUT 161 TO 174 POUIDSa HE MAS BLUE EY!S AID BROWI. 

HAIR• THEIi IS A SMALL SCAR OM THE. CEITER OF KlS ,oREHEAD All A SCAR 

01 TR[ PALM OF HIS RIBHT MAID• 

RAY RAS CLAIMED THAT Kl ATTEIDED SCHOOL THROUGH Tl! .lltH 
i 

GRADE II ALtOl'f, 11.LllClS.,· ME MAS HAI> THE REPUTATlOI or BEING A •1,nn11.; 
snict LEAVING SCHOOL. KIS VOCATIONAL EXPERIENCE lNCLUDES WOFUCIII Al A ,, 

BAKEftt LABORER AID COLOR MATCHEI. 

II COIWIC'f!OI WITH MIS ESCAPE FROM TM! MISSOURI STATE 

PIIIT!ITIARY, Al P'Bl COMPLAIIT V_AS FILI» II JEFFERSON CITY, MISSOURI, 
! 

ON JULY 21,lt67t CRARGIIG RAY WITH UNLAWFULLY rLEEINQ FROM THE STATE 

Of M.ISSOURl TO AVOID COIFtlEMENT, ME HAS BEEN A FEDERAL FUIIT!IE 

SIICI TMER. 

IAY SHOULD IE CORSIIER!D ARMED AND IXTREMELY DANGEROUS. 

AIYOIE HAVlNI IIWORMATJOI COICERNllG HIM SHOULD IMMEDIATELY CONTACT 

Fil HEAl>QUA,RTEIS II WASHIIGTOI, ?) .• e., OR TM! IEAREST FBJ o,,1c1. 
&:ID 

IJZ 

FBI LIi All!tlS 

l en 
Fl I SAi IUEIO 
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Memorandum 
TO : SAC, LOS ANGELES (44-1574) DATE: 4/19/68 

FROM @ ASAC RICHARD D. ROGGE 

SUBJECT: MURKIN 

At 10:15 A.M. 4/19/68 Supervisor HAROLD D. LEINBAUGH, 
Crime Records Division, telephonically contacted Los Angeles 
in conference with Atlanta, Memphis, Baltimore and Kansas City, 
and dictated an approved press release in above matter. It 
was stressed that no release was to be issued prior to Bureau 
authorization, which was expected within approximately one 
hour. LEINBAUGH instructed that the release should be kept 
under tight security in the front office. 

At 11:08 A.M. 4/19/68 SAC ROBERT G. JENSEN, Memphis, 
advised the writer that the press release was approved with 
certain corrections. The corrections were noted on the press 
release, and he also advised that the Bureau had instructed · 
that they would make the release nationally at 2 :30 P .M. EST, l 
;~~-that locally at Los Angeles the time would be at 11:30 A.M. :~ 

RDR:CM~· 
(2) 
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SAC, LOS ANGELES (44-1574) 4/19/68 

ASAC RICHARD D. ROGGE 

MURKIN \\ 

' At 10:15 A.M. 4/19/68 Supervisor. HAROLD D. LEINBAUGH, 
Crime Records Division, talephonically contacted Los Angeles 
in conference with Atlanta, Memphis, Baltimore and Kansas City, 
and dictated an approved press release in above matter. It 
was stressed th.at no release was to be issued prior to Bureau 
authorization, whieh was expected within approximately one 
hour. LEINBAUGH instructed that the release should be kept 
under tight security in the front office. 

At 11:08 A.M. 4/19/68 SAC ROBERT G. JENSEN, Memphis, 
advised the writer that the press release was approved with 
certain corrections. Th@ corrections were noted on the press 
reles.e•, and he also advised that the Bureau had instructed 
that they would make the release nationally at 2:30 P.M. EST, 
and that locally at Loe Angeles the ti-me would be at 11:30 A.M. 
PST. ' 

RDR:CM,. ./ 
(2) 

/ ;' ·:_;/. I ..• ~··.~ / /--· L/j' ,, . 
···/· ·-1 / ··, .• .:...: -- 1-- -· i'.,,J 

~N• ,• / ~ 1 : J 
SEARCHED. _____ tJNDEXED .J____ . . 
SERI AU ZED ______ -;4 ____ flLED __ ;::,.__ _____ _ 

t 

/1.PR 1 9 1968 ,, 
FBI - LOS ANGELES 

. ~i 

, . 

k .. r.,.:(~· .... _.,;., , -~~ . ,~lit.~., . · 
. ,· 

·:~-~·~•h'~-~~~~~~.:~-;'s~-. ..:.''.-~-~,(~:::,1.~,i.,';... .:i 
-~-" 

. -· ~,.-~' ·, "' . .;:,.f,•• 
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. .... . ...,. • t 

4/19/68 

SA llCJWUl G. DOUCI ·. 

· · . Attached· 1• a N11iaad a.naouno•enit on the tug1 ti ve 
... · lAJa&. :r.Al\L BA.r, wh1t'l\ be.$ been a.pprqve.d by- the Bareau :for 

b~cast SUnd.1-:, n1.sbt, 4/21/68, at the cGMluaion or 11'1'he 
nt" telev1.a id.n abOv. · · · · 

.(£)- 44-1574 (MUUDf) 

RGD/ajl 
(~) , 

__ 1/ ~I -l~11~-E_-• 5' 
;i£ARCHED _1.NDEXED ----;/ 
SERIALIZED .-;(,fl LED~ 

APR 1:''f-1 19681
' 

FBI - LOS ANGELES 

ll 
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• 
JAMES EARL RAY 

Good. evening., The FBI is engaged in a n&tionwide 

search to locate Jamee Earl Re.y, aliu Erie Starvo Galt, in 

eonnection with the ratal em.ooting of Dr. Martin Luther King, 

Jr. 

by, an eteapee from the Missouri State Penitentiary, 

is forty 7ea.rs old, f1ve teet ten, one~bundred seventy tour 

pounds., bu brown hair, blue ey-es, and a m.ed1u.m build. CoMid.er 

hiaa &X'lled'anli extremely da.ngerw.s. 

' , . ,,., 

It ;y.ou have seen Ray, notify -the FBI immediately. 

'!'hank you. 

\ 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Complaint Form • 
FD-71 (Rev. 10i26-65) 

1 • ; 

NOTE: Hand print names legibly; handwriting satisfactory for remainder. 

Indices: D Negative D See below 

Subject's name and aliases Address of subject 

Complainant Complainant's address and 
telephone number 

1962 N., Beechwood 
Hollywood 28 
HO 31033: 

Race Sex Height Hair Build 

□Male 
<Ile:: Age I Weight Eyes Complexion 
~-~ '-'p. D Female 
"·~ -~ ... 
.0 '-' Scars, marks or other data ::l<ll "'., 

i::l 

Facts of complaint 

• 
Character of case 

MURKIN 

Complaint received 

~ Personal D Telephonic 

Date4-22-68 Time J] : J 8arn 

Birth date and Birthplace 

C stated she is a writer for the France-Soir, a French speaking 
newspaper. C stated she covers the western states, and she 
would iike to be notified of any press releases regarding 
James Earl Ray, especially if he is apprehended in this 
area,. 

C stated she would appreciate this office putting her on 
a list to be notified. 

C stated she can be contacted at the above telephone numbere 

Action Recommended 44-1574 
IC RICHARDT., VOYLES 

{Agent) 

SEARCHED .. --:;;-·f INDEXED-­
SERIALIZED-&,f-.FILED---

I\ r')R ') ') 1968 , .. :d r t-.J _.J 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Complaint Form , , 
FD-71 (Rev. 10-26-65) 

NOTE: Hand print names legibly; handwriting satisfactory for remainder. 

Indices: D Negative D See below 

Subject's ·name and aliases 

' 
Complai,nant 

Race Sex 

U) i:: Age. 
□Male 

• 0 ... -~ D Female Up. 
QJ.~ -~ ... 
.Du Sc;trs; marks or other data ::s U) 
V} Q,) 

0 

,Facts of complaint 

Height 

Weight 

Address of subject 

Complainant's address and 
telephone number 

1,62 N'e a~aehW$Sd. 
HellJWOod 21 
HO llOl) 

Hair Build 

Eyes Complexion 

• 
Character of case 

MURltDT 

Complaint received 

[iJ Personal D Telephonic 

Birth date and Birthplace 

O · ~t:a 'bid. isl/le ts a, ~:fl tell' tor, th• FPance·•fl•!P» e Freneh speaking 
~w~p$·Je~.. 0 tfta '1$$d, . IM 8$V$!'S ,he Wll S'tEi!"n S ,a tea, and she 
woul~. lilt$ tCJ 1111~ nc,tif 1t4 Of $lily ~t ss :i:-t lei'UH!lS ~ega.:rding 
lam$.$ 1a,1. •Ra-,:, ,u,,a cd.al1y if' M is ,app~$henti~d b this 
$\N#i£• 

O· '8tated IM W(indl. appN<id.a'iie this otfiee putting he?" Qn 
s l1$t t~ be notit1e4., 

O ,1a1ted :,he ou be eontaete4 et 'the above, telephone nu.mbe». 

Action Recommended 
·44•l~T4 
IO RIOitARD T .. VOYLES 

(Agent) 
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'TO 

FROM 

SUBJECT: 

OPTIONAL FORM NO, 10 - S010·10G 
MAY 1962 EDITION 
GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27 

UNITED ST ATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
SAC, LOS ANGELES (44-1574) 

SA J. CLARE WILLIAMS 

MURK.IN 
CR 

• 
PATE: 4/25/68 

SA SADDLE;R. received calls frem KFWB, KABC and 
KNXT around 12;15 AM on above date. These stations 
all advised thlt they had a teletype dispatch from 
Associated Press iµ Mexice City just put out that 
stated an individual, name not given, had been arrested 
at 6:00 PM,, 4./24/68 by the Caborca, Mexico Felice 
Department on suspicion that he was the KING murder 
s~spect, JAMES EARL RAY. 

Stations stated that rele~s• advised the man. 
arrested was an Americam citizen who had entered inte 
Mexice through.Nogales om 4/17/68, that~ his physical 
descriptien ~~~ and appearance matched RAY•s. 
Cabort~ was described as being appreximately 80 miles 
south of Nogales, Sonora, Mexico. 

Writer contacted Supervisor RICHARD s. BATES, 
DivisH.tm. Six, SOG and advised him of above. He stateli 
that SOG has UPI ticker and nothing regarding above had 
been received on that ticker and that he was not other­
wise aware of this situation except for call few minutes 
before Nriter•s call, from another SOG Supervisor in 
Crime R0cords Division to the effect.that he had received 
the same type of inquiry from local Washingtom, DC news 
agency. · 

· BATES stated matter would be checked out 0 

1 it LA, 
JCW/me 
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In Reply, Please Refer to 

File !Vo. 

FEDERAL Bl,'HEAU OF IJ\VESTIGATIOl\' 

WASHI:SGTON, D.C. 20535 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
April 20, 1968 

JAMES EARL RAY, also known as 
Eric Starvo Galt, Harvey Lowmyer, 
John Willard, James McBride, James 
Walton, W. C. Herron and James 
O'Conner 

FUGITIVE 

CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPffiACY; 
INTERSTATE FLIGHT - ARMED ROBBERY 

"TEN MOST WANTED FUGITIVES" PROGRAM 

James Earl Ray, a Missouri prison escapee who has been sought 

under the alias Eric Starvo Galt in connection with the gunshot slaying of civil 

rights leader Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., has been added to the FBI's list of 

"Ten Most Wanted Fugitives. ,r 

FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover ordered the special addition of 

Ray to the "Ten Most Wanted Fugitives" list, which already contains ten fugi­

tives, to insure the widest possible dissemination of Ray's photograph and 

description to help effect his earliest possible location. 

Ray has been the subject of a massive and intensive search since 

the brutal gunshot slaying of Dr. King on April 4, 1968, as he stood on the bal­

cony of a Memphis, Tennessee, motel. One rifle bullet, believed fired from th 

window of a nearby rooming house, felled the victim. !~:~i~~~~--~:91~:~ED'~-------·-:· 
/:SP 2 ~-; 1968 

FBI - LOS ANGE.LES 

-- ---------- • 
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• 
An exhaustive FBI fingerprint search, comparing latent finger­

prints uncovered in the Dr. King case against fingerprints of over 53,000 persons 

on whom wanted notices have been posted in the FBI's Identification Division, 

succeeded in determining that Galt and Ray are identical. 

A Federal warrant, issued at Birmingham, Alabama, on April 17, 

1968, charges Ray, under the alias Eric starvo Galt, with conspiring to interfere 

with a Constitutional Right of a United states citizen. Ray is also sought for un­

lawful interstate flight to avoid confinement after conviction for armed robbery, 

based on a Federal warrant issued on July 20, 1967, at Jefferson City, Missouri. 

He had been confined at the Missouri state Penitentiary, Jefferson City, Missouri, 

in March, 1960, with a 20-year sentence following conviction for armed robbery 

and operating a motor vehicle without permission of the owner. In September, 

1966, while serving the sentence, he was confined for a time in the maximum 

security ward at the state Hospital, Fulton, Missouri. He was reported missing 

from the Missouri State Penitentiary since April 23, 1967 o 

Ray, who has an arrest record dating back to 1949 and has been 

convicted of burglary, armed robbery and forging United states Postal Money 

Orders, has also been confined in the Los Angeles County Jail, the Joliet and 

Pontiac, Illinois, state Prisons and the United states Penitentiary, Leavenworth, 

Kansas$ 

He served in the Army between February, 1946, and December, 

1948, received a three-month sentence at hard labor for being drunk and 

breaking arrest and was given a General Disch8:rge due to ineptness and lack 

of adaptability for military serviceo 

- 2 -
WWW ... 
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• 
Ray is a 40-year-old white male, reportedly born in Illinois 

on He is approximately 5'10" inches tall, weighs from 163 

to 174 pounds, has blue eyes and brown hair which he has worn cut short. He 

has a small scar on the center of his forehead and a scar on the palm of his 

right hand. He has been described as having a straight, narrow nose and 

straight and even teeth and to have a nervous habit of occasionally tugging at 

an ear lobe. His left ear protrudes noticeably. 

Acquaintances describe him as a ''loner" and "drifter" whose 

language and diction reflect a "rural" quality and indicate he has had limited 

education. 

He is reportedly a fan of western and country music, drinks 

vodka and beer, dresses neatly and claims past employment as a merchant 

seaman and cook on Mississippi River vessels. He is known to have worked 

as a baker, laborer and color matcher. 

He is known as an avid dancer who has taken dancing lessonso 

He also completed a course at a school of bartending in the Los Angeles 

area early in 19680 

Ray should be considered armed and extremely dangerouso 

Anyone with information concerning this fugitive is requested to immediately 

contact the nearest office ·of the FBIP the telephone number of which may be 

found on the first page of local telephone directorieso 

- 3 -

:a •W,t*9 
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.... -·· . ·_ ··-l\e-~ -~-••'~ 4/19/68 c~emtQ£ tb.$ televised . 
. · AMO-\ffl~~t e.n· ·JAJt'fll'. · BIL BA!'. · · 

. \ . 'Q\fi SU~• au~itt4_- touy-· . ., "run ot the: vide0,-,. -
-•~~ • .J.A.l(U aiu.. MY at-~ eonclusion of n':the 
show -~Dd.ay -~m:tngJ , 4/28/68, c~. ABC 'falevHd.oc .. 

, .""-,' ,: ,: • . ".~ _, :->, r . -.. • . .' : .,., i,~ , , • ' • • 

, ., . . . . . -~---1\e.Jf·• 35 · a b~k a.nd .whit1f ltli4At of RAY f~st 
.,·N,lfMUUtd,, by'~- Ju~- wt!.l be elaet:ttQfdct,lly d.ubb-0-d pnto. . 

. : · '1,,e.at: •t'•· -vi4$o•~P"-t4 ~uac•ent.. lfbi1 ntw ali4a :1• · 
, · •td ta givir MY ·a _., ~r.t ma.ture.l ap~ance aa h'Ut own · -~ wer•.: ~tually lif'tei. fNln'.:&ri old.er:. photop-~ph by th&­nx ~bor&tt;ey• ani su,enm,oa.a. on the mMt.· r-ecent pietur• 

-o:t hilt obt4!hi.~ by, the ~- A11g$l~S Otti~•. . 

:- _. · ~ B1u."eau is e•Nntl.y' e01'1$1de:ti- the pos11ibili t;r 
·,~ •~otitl,I an ~tt•r, by: A:ee. '?elevisi~n to t,levise the 
it.Mou~ent on RAY •• man:, times as :p-osutible during the . 
n,eJtt t•• "'••~ at a PJl)lio · 1\'lrviee. .. As ~n as thi• · ti tua ... 

• ·ti-en 1, _rflt?Oive:d, .tbtl oft.ice will be l~41at•l:r notified. 

· · · : ' . . . · , -~.i ~a«vr h:,irrla~ bJ ~le:rted to th• impeMin.g 
·. •--..-n-t NS' Ml' .-. tbe otfiee will M d•bt :reoei ve ma-ey 

-._. 4&111 ''tollowt~ tu ~Wlu11on ot the p~m ·at .9·100 ff«. 
. .,, 

,I t:. - 'i J/: ~ -I~ 7~ --J: -Cf. i 

·@··--.·' ·-··- " 

. . . 
..... , 

', .,, 

SEARCHED ~NO~D 
SERl~LIZED .. ~FILED~ 

APR 2 6 1968 
fBI.- LOS ANGELES 

- Iii . 
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__ ,_ _________________ L__L___ 

TO 

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
' MAY 1982 EDITION 

GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.8 • UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
SAC, Los Angeles 

• 
DATE: April 29, 1968 

~ Director, FBI 

suBJEcT: JAMES EARL RAY, aka - FUGITIVE 
I. O. #4182; W. F. #442-A 
CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY; 
INTERSTATE FLIGHT - ARMED ROBBERY 
"TEN MOST WANTED FUGITIVES" PROGRAM 
NEWSPAPER MAT 

Being forwarded under separate cover is ·a sup'y of 
newspaper mats and proofs for expeditious distribution to all 
cooperative daily and weekly newspapers in your territory. Additional 
pµblications such as shoppers I guides should not be overlooked in 
obtaining the greatest possible publicity regarding this fugitive. 

In most cases, these mats and proofs may be distributed 
by mail but when circumstances warrant they may be personally delivered 
by Special Agents. A form letter over the signature of the Special Agent 
in Charge may be utilized in distributing this material by mail and this 
letter should point out that the FBI is requesting the aid of the Nation's 
press in bringing about the prompt apprehension of this badly sought 
fugitive. 

(t> \\\1 p Prompt distribution should be made and additional 
l~ \ r supplies, if needed, are available at the Bureau. The following number 

OV1 \<\ IP of mats and proofs are being forwarded to your office under separate 
I'\ 1 t::over.· 400. 

'-s 
&',. l As an additional means of securing widespread publicity ~v oncerning Ray, offices covering the place of publication of magazines 

l 
5010-108 

Wii 

which have previously cooperated in publicizing FBI fugitives should 
request the assistance of such publications in carrying an article on cap­
tioned fugitive. The Bureau press release,· copies of which are available 
in each office, along with a glossy photograph of this fugitive can be 
furnished. The earliest possible utilization of this material should be 
encouraged and special attention should be given to publications aimed 
at minority groups. 

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 
~111, -

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



MAY 1962 EDITION , ·' 
· - GSA GEN. REG. NO. Z7 :· 

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 • 5010-106 • ' 

TO 

FROM 

SUBJECT: 

UNITED STATES GOVE NMENT 
. 

Memorandum 
SAC ATTN: W.J.NOLAN DATE: 5/4/68 

SA BURL P. Ml});JENDORF 

MURKIN 

,TERRY COHEN, LA TIMES, Phone 625-0471, called to advise 
that GARRISSON(New Orleans) told LAUREN HALL to tell COHEN 
that if he checked closely on the Wallace Headquartel"'s at 
Lankershlm Blvd., N0 • H()llywood., they would learn something 
significant to the Gault Case. Garrison alleged that BRADLEY 
and GAUVID had been habi tues of the Wallace Hq •. on Lankerslhim. 

COHEN said in checking he did learn that the Wallace Hq. on 
Lankerslhim is closed. He checked at Wallace Hr,. in Bell 
Gardens and learned that Bradley was a Wallace fan and did 
attend Wallace ra)'))'s.. He wa,s unable to establish any 
association or acquaintance between Bradley and Gault but 
thought is significant that Gault was known at Wallace HQ. 
in No. H llywood .. ,and that Bradley was known at Wallace HQ, 
in Bell Gardens. 

BPM 
( 1,) 

-

l/_-/~-7.Y-.t---/j 
SEARCHED ______ ~-J'DEXED_~ 
SERI.\UZED ___ -M-flLED __ ~~ 

, ,·y ' 1968 
FBI - LOS ANGELES 
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5/3/68 

AIRTEL AIR MAIL N REGISTERED RoR.R. 

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (41.~-38861) (ATTENTION: FBI LABORATORY) 

FROM: SAC., LOS ANGELES (41{. .... 1574) 

SUBJECT: MURKIN 

Re Los Angeles telephone c·all to Bureau toda.y o 

Enclosed herewith in a cellophane envelope is a type~ 
written letter captioned uDear Edi torn and ending 11 JAMES RAY;, 
an envelope attached addressed to the 11 Editor in Chief', the 
Los Angeles Times Newopaper, Los Angeles., Califor-.o.ie. 11 ; and a 
Los Angeles Police Department original l"ecord card in .the name 
of JM1ES E. RAY, ~hich card bears his description, prints and 
samples taken o 10/11/49 of his handwriting. 

Th letter was received from Deputy Chief of' Police 
ROBERT HOUG_TON., Los Angeles Police Department, by SAC ·'ESLEY 
G. GRAPP and Supervisor WILLI.AM JOHN NOLAU on 5/3/68. OUGHTON 
advised that he had received the letter f'rom JERRY •N, a 
staff writer for the Los Angeles Times, who had br.- ght the 
letter to Deputy Chief' HOUGHTON in the hopes of' being able to 
determine if' it had any authenticity. Deputy Chief HOUGHTON 
advised that he desired to ma....~e this available to the FBI for 
ex.am.ination., and also that COHEN had requested of' him that C01IfilI 
be ~1vised if' the letter is authentic or the work of' some 
prankstero Deputy Chief' HOUGHTON has advised COHEN that he 
has turned the letter over to the FBio 

The Bureau is requested to compar~ the signature on 
the enclosed letter with all known handwriti, ng of JAMES EARL RAY 
, i 

4 ... Bureau. (Encs ..... 3) (AM-RM) (RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED) 
1 " Memphis (44--1987 )(.AM) . . .. _1 

. . 

1 ... Birmingham. (44 .... 1740) (M1) 
l, ... Atlanta (4l~ ... 2386) {AM) 

Cg) ... Los Angeles 
(9) 
w:tN:cM~ 

,··· ) 

/j J lu 
!/ 

, •, 

.:, , ,·. ~,-·,"· ,~,_L,,u-•,, .. ·,1·0·, '·•-:,. •,,.<'•, .. ,, •. -,., c·L, 

.. , / 
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I • 

lb __ , 

Dear Edi tor, 

By the time that you get this letter I wont be in Los Angeles no longer. 
I am going to leave this oity and· go somewhere where no body is ever going 
to find me. There is no uae for you to go to all the trouble of finding 
where I sent this or anything bocaus~ since l killed th~ nigger leader 
e.nd came out here I have not talked to any one and no body knows that 1 was 
cvet? here .. · 
While I was in Los Angeles I went to see the movie In Cold Blood and I got 
all shook up and felt real bad because of the terrible crime that was done 
in Kanses a few yenr.s ago. I got real sick for myself too because I rca.lzed 
what I had done and the.tis why I am writting to you right now. I wa.nt you 
to put this in the pa pri.r s or give it to the FBL be can se I 1,a nt you to know 
how misserable I 8...'11 • Did you know that tho day after I killed King that 
! was so sick about what I had done.that I actually threw up all over a 

i hotel roomf - I am so sorry that I did it now and with my pictures all over 
the place I am sure that someday l still might get caught. I run afro.id 
to look at anyone in the face an~nore because I am afraid th~t they know 
who I em and they will tell the police. I will kill myself before I will 
get caught for I will never again spendmany tim~ in no dnmn prison., But 
the reason that I am writting you this letter now, is because that 1 have 
to let someone know how x ] iaeally feel about whaJ I did., 
First of all I want to tell you that the only reason I did it was for 
money.. I:f' you really want to know l was hired to do it tl:o:r $3;ooo dollars 
which seemed like a hell of a lot of money., I always hated Martin Kinf 
like a lot cf people do but it was because he was a rebal rouzer and because 
he tried to make a bunch of inferior peopl~ (the negroes) as eood as every 
other american white person and even college professors have said that that 
is not true. Anywayr.p, I only did it for the money. I hate al ot of people in 
the world like Cathy Norton who said I was clumsey in the newspapers, and 
some of the other son of a bitches who now want to put there two damn cents 
in every magazine saying what a. rotton guy I am. But when they say it I 

, promise myself that I will kill them to for saying those things a.bout me. 
l'lhy they didn 1 t even know me, how can they say thibse things about me? 
The same goes for Ha.told Swensen. He never took the time of day to give 
e. damn about me., But now they all think they a-re big shots in the papers 
and magazines., They all make me sick., They are all a bunch ofphonies and 

. if I ever get caught I can tell a few stories a.bout some of those guys 
, : at the Missouri f'enitentary that would really shake some peple up, just 

like I could tell you some things about the whites and niggers in those 
civil rights marches that you wouldn't believe •. 'l'he whole thing is pho~1eye 
But I•m still sorry for what I have done for I once said to myself when 
I planned the job in Alton for which I got about two thousand dollars that 

, I would never ever kill anybody. And now I killed a guy, and even though 
: I hatted him with all m·y heart and for what he stood for I I would never 

do it a.gain for even a million dollars. 1 am really sorry fo:rwhat I have 
; done. Somehow l hope it will be straightened around and I. can pay some 
. body back for what I did. 
: I just got e.11 · the rest of my $J,OOO dollars today and am leaving the 
: place where I am at. But I a,m. 100% positive that nobody could ever find 

me or recognize me in a. million years• So if I have to leave something to 
, my country _and If you and everybody else in the world want to know my only 
: thoughts about th!s whole· thi11g all I can say is I am now sorry. I am 
· really sorry that I did it at all. I could never kill again. 

~-4_ Cf_CJA<Y 
iF Mllil.rii• II• I 
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LOS ANGELES --•1••- 635A" ~SE 

URBEIT 5 .. 4 ... 68 MSE 

TO LOS ANGELES 44• 1574 

FROM DIRECTOR 44-~sa,1 

MURKUI. 

MEMPHIS 44 ... 1981 

lP 
RECE! · :. BY CODED TELETYPE 

, RE LA AIRTEL MAY THREE LAST, SUB·MITTING LETTER AID !rtVELOPE 

ADDRESSED TO ""THE LOS ANGEL.ES TIMES NEWSPAPER ... 

TYPEWRITTING ON ABOVE ITEMS NOT Ul'ENTICAL WITH THAT RictIVED 

IN THIS CASE ATTRIBUTED TO ERIC S., GALT. 

SIGNIFICANT DIFFER!NCES INDICATE JAMES RAY SIGNATURE OW 

LETTER PROBABLY NOT BY JAMES EARL RAY. OVERWRITING or PORTIOI 

I OF SIGNATURE AND LIMITED QUESTIONED KANDWRITING PRECLUDED 

DEFIRilE OPINION. 

TYPING HABITS; SPELLING AND PUNCTUATION AT VARIANCE WITH 

TYPEWRITTEN LETt[RS RECEIVED IN GALT NAME AND KNOWN HANDWRITTING 

OF-SUBJ!CT RAY. 

!DD 

RJM 

NO LATENTS DEVEL.OPED ON SPECIMENS. 

SPECIMENS ARE TENPORARll.Y RETAINED IN THE LABORATORY• 

AlRMA IL COPIES TO SAC~ S BIR MI NG HAM AND ATL.ANTth 

'111 l.OS AIIIL.ES· 

, . ' 
,,' 
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FBI WASH DC 
,, 

718PM ll<GENT S/7/18 LCC 

TO ALL SACS RElAY MESSAGE PLAN 

FROM DIRECTOR 

MURK IN 

TWO ADDITIOMAL PHOTOGRAPHS OF. RAY WERE RELEASED TODAY 

TO NEWS MEDIA IN WASlHNGTON. PJH'JTOGRAPH NUMBER ONE SHOULD 

i3'E'.AR CAPTION ,. JAMES EARL RAY (PHOTOGRAPH TAKEN NINETEEN 

SIXTY-SEVEN IN MEXICO).,"',, TKIS IS THE PHOTOGRAPH OF RAY IN DARK 

Gt.ASSES AND SPORT SHIRT. PHOTOGRAPM NUMBER TWO SHOULD B!Aft 

CAPTION ~JAMES EARL RAY (PHOTOGRAPH TAKEN LATE JANUARY OR 

EARLY FEBRU?I.RY NINETEEN SIX1Y•EIGHT IN CALIFORNIA)." THIS I~ 

HEAD SHOT OF RAY IN BUSINESS SUIT WHICH SMOWS MARKED CLEFT IN 
I 

CHUlt.- YOU ARE AUTHORIZED TO REPRODUCE COPIES OP' THESE TWO 

PNOTOtlRAPHS LOCALLY AHD YOU SHOUl.'D HJSURE 'tMEY RECEIVE WIDE• 

SPREAD DISTRIBUTION THROUGH ALL ~DIA CONTACTS. FIVE COPIES OF 

EAC'H OF THESE: PHOTOGRAPHS PREVIOUSLY FURNISHFi:'D ALL OFFICES. 

lEGATS OTTAWA AND MEXICO ADVISED. 

EID I 
I 

DPif. 

FBI LOS AIG11 

tux 

, 'l 

. , .[_.' ,,.•t.J ,.,. £:.-. /4r·· i ;r ,;;, ( I 

~;;:;:;;;=;;=:===ii ====ii 
~· ,. 

~· ... ./"' ,:,, 

SERIALl;Ar; 1~ . 
" I 

, 
---- "·''T":...w.~ ................... ,, .... --................... ~ ... -+ ...... •--"-"'"'---... ..; .... ~- a 1 1 _1ai.....-......... .... --...L.....:......~ . .i..- ......... , ' ... , , .. , ·1 ·•••• '" 
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• FBI LOS ANG. ,, 

FBI WASH DC 

71-SPM URGENT 5/7 /68 LCC 

TO ALL SACS RELAY MESSAGE PLAN 

FROM DIRECTOR lP 

MURK IN 

TWO ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS OF RAY WERE RELEASED TODAY 

TO NEWS MEDIA IN WASHINGTON. PHOTOGRAPH NUMBER ONE SHOULD 

BEAR CAPTION ffJAMES EARL RAY (PHOTOGRAPH TAKEN NINETEEN 

. SIXTY-SEVEN IN MEXICO)." THIS IS THE PHOTOGRAPH OF RAY IN DARK 

GLASSES AND SPORT SHIRT. PHOTOGRAPH NUMBER TWO SHOULD BEAR 

CAPTION ffJAMES EARL RAY (PHOTOGRAPH TAKEN LATE JANUARY OR 

EARLY FEBRUARY NINETEEN SIXTY-EIGHT IN CALIFORNIA>.• THIS IS 

HEAD SHOT OF RAY IN BUSINESS SUIT WHICH SHOWS MARKED CLEFT IN 

CHIN. you ARE AUTHORIZED TO REPRODUCE COPIES OF THESE TWO 

PHOTOGRAPHS LOCALLY AND YOU SHOULD INSURE THEY RECEIVE WIDE-

SPREAD DISTRIBUTION THROUGH ALL MEDIA CONTACTS. FIVE COPIES PF 

EACH OF THESE PHOTOGRAPHS PREVIOUSLY FURNISHED ALL OFFICES. ;-

LEGATS OTTAWA AND MEXtJ:CO ADVISED. () 
\~i . 

END 

FJ3 I LOS . A NG • JI , 
TUX · 

. ~ 
I 

' I 

' ·,\,· ' . . ' ' ' ' 

·>._ '<:{,\iJ'f:: .. :~~i::1·:.·,: t:.-: .. · \: ,_-./::,.;,:, t: :,-:...".:';;_,~Jr.:::,fti\.,;;.t\ 

i 
'.I 
. i 

I 

I 
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TO 

I 

!· 

-OPTIONA'L FORM NO. 10 
MAY 1Q62 EDITION 
GSA GEN. REG, N04 27 

'-• 

UNITED STATES .G.RNMENT 

Memoranaum · 

-
SAC, LOS ANGELES (44-1574) 

SUPERVISOR WILLIAM JOHN NOLAN 

MURKIN 

JAMES EARL RAY, aka 
I. O. #4182 W.F. 442-A 
TOP'TEN FUGITIVE 
oo:· MEMPHIS 
Bufile 44-38861 

-

ATTENTION: ALL SENIOR RESIDENT A.GENTS 

• 
,DATE: 5/9/68 

The Bureau has directed that widespread distribution 
be given the most recent photographs of subject. The enclosed 
photograph of subject with sun glasses and sport shirt was taken 
during October 1967 while he was at Puerto Vallarta, Mexico. 
The photograph of subject in business sujt, which shows marked 
qleft chin, was taken duri_ng January or early February 1968. 

You should contact friendly news media your territory 
and make photographs available unless there is a reason to pre­
clude any contact. Advise of positive results. 

Enclosed for each Senior Resident Agent in connection 
with this project are two 8 x 10 and three 3 x 5 photographs 
of RAY, along with press release authorized by ~he Bureau dated 
May 7, 1968 .-

Each Senior Resident Agent should contact appropriate 
newspaper within their territory in compliance with the above 
instructions and advise Desk #1 by memorandum no later than 
5/19/68 of the coverage to oe effected. 

TJA :CM 

- ·i\::::a ijjii 

I 

-I 
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... , • "·­OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY 1Q62 EOITION 
GSA GEN. REG, NO. 27 

fl 

-YNITED STATES .G.RNMENT 

~lMemoranaum • 
TO 

I 
FROM.·: 

,\ 
I \ . \ 

SUBJECT_: 
I ; • 

\J 

SAC, LOS ANGELES (44-1574) 

SUPERVISOR WILLIAM JOHN NOLAN 

MURKIN 

JAMES EARL RAY, aka 
I. O. #4182 W.F. 442-A 
TOP TEN FUGITIVE 
00: MEMPHIS 
Bufile 44-38861 

_ATTENTION: ALL SENIOR RESIDENT A.GENTS· 

•DATE: 5/9/68 

The Bureau has directed that widespread distribution 
be given the most recent photographs of subject. The enclosed 
photograph of' subject with sun glasses and sport shirt was taken 
during October 1967 while he was at Puerto Vallarta, Mexico. 
The photograph of subject in business su;t, which shows marked 
cleft chin, was taken duri.ng January or early February 1968. 

You should contact friendly news media your territory 
and make photographs available unless there is a reason to pre­
clude any contact. Advise of positive results. 

Enclosed for each Senior Resident Agent in connection 
with this project are two 8 x 10 and three 3 x 5 photographs 
of RAY, along with press release authorized by the Bureau dated 
May 7, 1968. 

Each Senior Resident Agent should contact appropriate 
newspaper within their territory in compliance with the above 
insL·uctions and advise Desk #1 by memorandum no later than 
5/19/68 of the coverage to be effected. 

cc. Press File 

TJA :CM 

- a:a a 

·, 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
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' -United Pre$S TelephoN 

LATEST PHOTO SHOWS SUSPECT IN CALIFORNIA BUSINESS SUIT 
,~, ="==",, PJioto at right w~s taken of J &Ullle§ Erud Ray in Mexi_~(ll "'"" • ~, 

... ·~-----·-··----~---·--------- '----·- - . ---- ~---- - -- - -

r 
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ro-350 (Rev. 7-16-63) 

(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 

'-FBI' Releases. Two Ne\AJl · ~ 

Pictures of Suspect .Ray 
WASHINGTON (UPI) -The illegal flight to avoid prosecu­

FBI has d is t rib u t e d two tion in Tennessee for King's 
more photographs of the murder. . . . 

sed killer of Dr. Martin The cn,il nghts leader was 
accu " shot to r!eath on a zyiotel 
Luther King-o~ie or t~~m an balcony, apparently by a 1 

extremly good likeness. rifleman 200 feet away in a 
Both were snapshots of James rooming house bathroom. 

Earl Ray, alias Eric S~ai:ro 'Thirteen days later the FBI 
Galt, an escaped convict announced it had issued a 
accused of shooting King to warrant for Galt but after 
death in Memphis April 4- . checking some 53,000 finger-

The "extremely good hke- prints, the FBI said two days 
ness" is a candid photograph ?f afterwards that Galt and Ray 
Ray in a business suit and tie were the same man."' ~'=='=" 
and shows almost his full face, 
taken in late January or early 
February somewhere in Califor-
nia. 

The other, which the FBI said• 
was taken last November 
somewhere in Mexico, shows 
him wearing sun glasses and 
what appears to be a white 
sports shirt. The FBI said Ray 
is known to wear sun glasses 
frequently. 

The two new photographs­
t}Je FBI refused to say where or 
how they were obtained-will be 
displayed throughout the coun­
try along with three other 
pictur~s of Ray which now 
appear on FBI's wanted pos­
ters. 

Ray, who escaped from prison 
Anril 23, 1967, by hiding in a 
trucit,"is''Wfulted byt1!1!1!'ffl for 

-----------

• 

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 

A-2 Herald-Examiner 
Los Angeles, Calif. 

Date: 5-8-68 
Edition: Night Final 
Author: 

Editor: 

Title: 

Character: 

or 

Classification: 

i:iubmitting Office: LA. 111')e 11@~ 
f.,1/r,Jf,.,1 ~ 

0 Being Investigated (L:•(/ ,,;;/ 
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TO 

FROM 

SUBJECT: 

__ , ____ : 

OPTIONAL FORM NO, tO 5010-106 

MAY 1962 EDITION • 

~~;;~;;N;;ATES GOVt NMENT • 
Memorandum 

SAC, LA 

SA H.L. 

MtJRKIN 

HLP 

(l.il+_-1574) DATE: 5/10/68 

PELLEGATTA 

Re memo Supervisor NOL.AN, 5/9/68. 
l 

On 5/10/68 two\ 8xl0 photos of MY were furnished to 
AL PERRIN, City Desk, Press-Enterprlbse and LYNTT MC QUERN, 
staff writer. They advised the photos would be run 
in th, paper. 

JL_ -/s-711--E-/l 
SEARCHED~DEXED . 
SERIAJ.IZED~.FILED-~-

MAY 1 3 1968 

' T 
. - . . . ' ---- . ~ 
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FD-350 (Rev, 7-16-§.3) 

• 
(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 

i FBI Passes 
Out 2 New 
Ray Pictures 

WASHING TON (UPI) -
The FBI distributed today 
two more photographs of the 
accused killer of Dr. Martin 
Luther King - one of them 
"an extremely good like­
ness." 

Both were snapshots of 
James Earl Ray, alias Eric 
S'tarvo Galt, &n e s c a p e d 
convict accused of shooting 
King to death in Memphis 
April 4. 

The "extremely good like­
ness" is a candid photo- ' 
graph of Ray in a business 
suit and tie and shows al­
most his full face. It was 
taken in late January or 
early February somewhere 
in California. 

The other, which the FBI 
said was taken last Novem­
ber somewhere in Mexico, 
s h ow s him wearing sun 
glasses and what appears to 
be a white sports shirt. The 
FBI said Ray is known to 
wear sun glasses frequently. 

The two new photographs 
- the FBI refused to say 
where or how they were ob­
tained - will be displayed 
throughout the country along 
with three other pictures of 
Ray which now appear on 
FBI's wanted posters. 

One of the earlier photo­
graphs was taken when Ray 
was graduated from bartend- ' 
ing school in Los Angeles · 
early this year. • 

Rav was added to the, 
FBI's list of 10 Most Want­
ed Criminals April 20. There . 
have been reports of the 
search extending to various . 
foreign countries, including i 
Australia, and authorities ' 
along the U.S. borders have · 
been alerted to watch for 
h• I 

Im. ~~ i 

• 

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 

11 
EVENING OUTLOOK 
SANTA MONICA,CALIF. 

Date: 5/1 /68 
Edition: 

Author: 

Editor: Robe:rit MieClur~ 
Title: 

MURKIN 

Character: 

or 

Classification: 44 ... 1.574 
Submitting Office:L~fl Angela/Sl 

D Being Investigated d 
1------------;-,TT-;mr= 

I ! 
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New Photos Of Suspect 
· FBI today released two newly obtained photos of James Earl Ray, ex-convict. 

sought .in the· slaying' of Dr, Martin Luther King Jr. Photo at left shows Ray wearing 
dark glasses and was taken in Mexico, Nov,ember 1967. At right, phc;,to of Ray i,n a 
l:rnsir1.ess suit was taken in California late January-early February 1968. · •· 

---· ·--~-.. ··- __ . ------------•-. -··--·------UPI Telephoto __ 
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. tO -- 5010~100 
MAY 1962 EDITION 
GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27 

UNITED ST ATES GOVERNMENT • 
Memorandum 

TO SAC, LOS ANGELES (44-157a) P DATE: _5/13/68 

FROM SA GORDON B. PLAYMAN 

SUBJECT: MURKIN 

L 
'I Ill' 

JAMES EARL RAY, aka 
I.O. #4182, W.F. 442-A 
TOP TEN FUGITIVE 

Rememo Supet-visor WILLIAM JOHN NOLAN 5/9/68. 

On 5/13/68 City Editor JOHN BALL, Santa Barbara News­
Jress, was provided with press release dated 5/7/68 and the 
two latest photos of RAY. BALL stated that he would run~ 
these items in the next issue of the News-Press. 

GBP/gbp 
(1) 

SEARCHED .. ---·-· --
SERIALIZED_ . ILED ___ _ 

MAY 1 4 196 
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< ' .... ;;l~tE~!~·~z:o ,:0 . • 5010-106 

TO 

FROM 

SUBJECT: 

UNITED ST ATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 

~,,,.. 
J\1,W~ 

... 
Ul ·. 

\ 

~,i.. . . 

DATE: 

._.._bU. a·flb•~~-d~-
J:«• --• X••-t.lau[ .. t•t Al•tr11 ... 

;I 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



OPTIONAL FOAM NO. 10 so,o .. 1oa 

MAY 1962 EDITl0N I 
.._ ~;;;~~;; N;;ATES GQVe NMENT • Memorandum 

TO 
SAC LOS ANGELES DATE: 

FROM SA ROBERT Je BARRY 

SUBJECT: MURKIN 

Re Director letter to Los Angeles dated 4/29/68. 
Memorandu.m SA NOLAN to SAC Los Angeles datedo 

On 5/13/68 thb. proof and new photographs of the subjedt 
were furnished to Associate Editor DONALD TANNER, ·Westchester 
Star-News, 8606 Sepulveda Blvd., Los Angeles, Calif&, 90045. 

The above is the only newspaper in the vicinity of the 
Los Angeles International Airport Resident Agency. 

(2) 
RJB 

•-- L • ~ ~ ',;~",'~'ff'~": 7:1! 
•':'' 

1 
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OPTIONAL FORM NO, 10 ~ .. ~ 501().106 

MAY 1962 EDITION I 
~;;;;;; N;;ATES GOV NMENT • 
Memorandum 

TO SAC, LOS ANGELES (44-1$74) 

FROM SA CURTI s H. HOLT 

SUBJECT: MURKIN 

Re'Memo of Supv. WILLIAM JOHN NOLAN, 5/9/68. 

LANCASTER RA rr1ERRrroRY 

1rhe following newspapers were furnished with 
photographs of JAMES EARL RAY taken in October 196? and 

_January or February, 1968. They were also furnished with a 
copy of t.>ie press release¢' dated 5/7/68. All those contacted 
stated they would run the above items in one of forthcoming 
issues. 

LEDGER-GAZETTE, Lancaster, California - Daily paper 

ANTELOPE VALLEY PRESS, Palmdale, California - Daily 

DAILY PRESS, Victorville, California -Daily 

1 - 44-1571+ 
,CRH 
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PROGRAMMING 

Wall Street, Play by Play 
Of all the things television does bad­

ly, the stock market may be the worst. 
Despite the fact that 24 million Amer­
icans now own stocks, TV coverage of 
the market . is almost universally re­
stricted to a brief and bewildering re­
cital of the Dow-Jones averages and­
the ten most active stocks. But now, 
from the never-never land of UHF, 
comes a startling switch. Eight U.S. 
TV stations, most of them new, have 
gone O.Q. the air with a plaf by-play ac­
count of market transactions from open 
to close, Monday through Friday. 

Originated 18 months ago by Los An­
geles' Channel 22 ("The Station That 
Means Bl1siness"), the programs run 
nonstop for six to eight hours, as com­
puterized figures sweep constantly 
across the picture, reproducing the tapes 
of both the New York and American 
Stock Exchanges. Behind the figures, 
an announcer or a licensed stockbroker 
answers telephone inquiries from view­
ers· and delivers a running commentary 
on market trends, business news and 
transactions on local exchanges. 

The comments are not uniformly en­
lightened. Houston's Channel 16, which 
began broadcasting only two months 
ago, hired a former science reporter 
and a dark-haired young actress to keep 
its audience informed. "We are only 
now at the point," admits the show's 

Jeff Thompson, "where we can 
and correlate what is hap­
ere are other dangers in­

avoid SEC charges of stock 
on, all stations forbid their 

commentators from paying particular 
attention to any single stock. They also 
discourage their employees from play­
ing the market. Says News Director 

Ben Larsen of Chicago's Channel 26: 
"I sold out all my stocks when we start­
ed. I'm scared to death of someone 
accusing me of jockeying a stock." 

So far, the exchange programs seem 
to be accomplishing their intended pur.­
pose: to attract a marketable audience 
for potential advertisers. The fare obvi­
ously appeals to a large number of 
elderly people who otherwise would 
have to trudge downtown to the bro­
ker's office to watch the tape, although 
some studies show . that the aveFage 
viewer earns about $15,000 a year and 
is between 38 and 45 years of age. 

So enthusiastic is the audience that 
country clubs now keep their sets tuned 
to the market action, as do expensive 
bars, barbershops, beauty salons and 
doctors' offices. The most ebullient re­
sponse, however, comes from business­
men's wives who suddenly find that 
they can talk intelligently about the mar­
ket with their husbands. One over­
whelmed Dallas woman recently wrote 
Channel 39 that "your 'stock-market 
show is the greatest thing that has hap­
pened to me since sex." And Seattle's 
Channel 13, which because of the time 
difference begins its Wall Street report 
at 7 a.m., received a telephone call 
from a housewife who said that "for 
the first time in 17 years, I had break­
fast with my husband this morning." 

OPINION 
The Assassination 

Atcording to Capote 
On the rare occasions when writer 

Truman Capote agrees to submit to a 
television interview, it is usually be­
cause he has something that he wants 
to say. Last week, when he appeared 
(for the first time) on Johnny Carson's 
Tonight show, he wasted little time in 

DON DORNAN 

CAPOTE ON "TONIGHT" SHOW, . 

Were there two Eric Starvo Gaits? 

getting to the point. "I have a th_eo,cy,".-; · ;;:\,,;~ 
announced the author of In 'cold B.l<( ,:_,:. ,,?S 
i~~~,~ the murder of.· Mar.tin }u\. {f\i:{(/ 

So, of course, does almost evetyl:;,'o(j,yt<o·,f 
else, bu_t Capote's cre~entials ma~e hifi.!'{iijijJ 
worth hstenmg to-wild though his the-- ~-:::tt 
ory may be. The FBI, he says, is Irn;,k~. ;: '"?}, 
ing for the wrong man .. James Ear-1 \,·'! 
Ray, alias Eric Starvo Galt, was' m~ C ::{; 

deed in on the assassination plot.:.._whfcb,' ' :~)1, 
~apote beHeve~ was carried ~u_t oy '.:1,t~trf.:!/:~ 
1sts, not rightists," for pohtlcal' ga,-lJilflii,.'.,1/:·, 
Ray did not, however, kill Martin 'La~;.;.'·,:}/~) 
ther King. "I have studied his :i;ecot'd:;:. 7::,f 
very carefully, and ·in my experienc~ · /,"t; 

. with interviewing what I call homicidal·: · · '· 
minds [Capote has talked at iength w:ith · · /'.;/ 
100 murderers in the past ni,he yeaFs],· , , 
he's simply a man not capable of·. this · 
particular kind of very calculatecf and, 
cruel, and exact and precise kind · 9f ,. 
crime." · > . · . 

In Capote's reconstruc:tion of . the . . ,. 
crime, in fact, Ray's only functiOI}. was)",,'!· 
to throw the FBI off the assassin's trail,/ ·· 
first by assuming the name of Eric Sta~~ 
vo Galt ("My theory is that there-a:,i;e. 
two Eric Starvo Gaits"), and finally by·· 
planting his fingerprints on the gun. that · 
was later to be used for killing K;ing., 
"This was a setup," Capote l,elit>ve.i!: .. 
"The central factor of what,happetis,-i.&:··;.' 
that1 after the as~assinatfon1 this · as{; (: \', , 
sassm rushes out of the roo~1ng,.hoqs.~; ': ,, '. i'~.:t 
and what does he do? He does a' vecy,,, · _ _.,:,/: 
amazing, unusual thing. He takes a•-s:ui:t-:• ; •"•:)· 
case and very carefully props it u,p. fo< ·. '.i 
front of a store. And .in this·.:suJtcase' _;,.: ... :.,~ 
there is a shotgun, very carefvllY' )efL:,.' ·::·:,,): 
And what is on:. it is Mr; James· 'Earl,._·,. :.:$: :; 
Ray's fing~rprlnts .. " , •·· ·. , ,;',':i,,~ 

And where. was Ray· .at, ·'the:: time?'-<.,.:,·.• 
''Dea,f:·· Capote b~lie,ve~ ,he··-w~s .. ~~~lied,·:':·\~~r:· 
"and;'dispo!;,ed, of" -at: least ,ten" d,ays· .. P~ ·,,.. ~•·,,t··.: 
.f.9!~ t'I(, ··a~f~s.si~,at!5m;, ', '.'.rJ:e,' ~~dn!,f :A~io/; :(,.'.)i::' 

, •::tJJilid~~~~d:,,,.·· s~1~~ '.G3JP?tf! ,Wtf?:~a._-:-~~,,,;);-.:it 
:_}1\~Sc:ll-J..'.':wtiat' _h~~ - - · 1n.·: : .. e. · ::,1¥1·t~~ 
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TO 

I FRO~'\.: 
/;· 

SUBJECT: 

' V 

Nl,.a _Pdlwl -OPTIONAL FORM NO, 10 ~10,oioe 
MAY uiis2 EDITION 
GSA GEN. REG. NO, Z1 

UNITED STATES .G.RNMENT 

Memoranaum 
SAC, LOS ANGELES (44-1574) 

SUPERVISOR WILLIAM JOHN NOLAN 

MURKIN 

JAMES EARL RAY, aka 
I. O. #4182 W.F. 442-A 
TOP TEN FUGITIVE 
00: MEMPHIS 
Bufile 4L~-38861 

ATTENTION: ALL SENIOR RESIDENT AGENTS 

m: 

• 
•DATE: 5/9/68 

The Bureau has directed that widespread distribution 
be given the most recent photographs of subject. The enclosed 
photograph of subject with sun glasses and sport shirt was taken 
during October 1967 while he was at Puerto Vallarta, Mexico. 
The photograph of subject in business su;t, which shows marked 
cleft chin, was taken duri.ng January or early February 1968. 

You should contact friendly news media your territory 
and make photographs available unless there is a reason to pre­
clude any contact. Advise of positive results. 

Enclosed for each Senior Resident Agent in connection 
with this project are two 8 x 10 and three 3 x 5 photographs 
of RAY, along with press release authorized by the Bureau dated 
May 7, 1968. 

Each Senior Resident Agent should contact appropriate 
newspaper within their territory in compliance with the above 
instructions ·and advise Desk #1 by memorandum no later than 
5/19/68 of the coverage to be effected. 

cc. Press File 

TJA :CM 

•• ---

\ 

I 

... 
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-,,,,,/__ I QfTIONAL f"iQRM NO. 10 50l0~106 
MAY 1962 EDITION 
GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27 

UNITED ST ATES GOVE . NMENT 

Memorandum 
"TO :SAC, LOS ANGELES (44-1574) DATE: 5/15/68 

FROM =-SA CARL V. PORTER 

SUBJECT:MURKIN 

Re Memo of Spervisor WILLIAM JOHN NOLAN to SAC 5/9/68. 

The most recent photographs of RAY were furnished to 

Mr RON FUNK, Managing Editor, Evening Outlook Newspaper, 

Santa Monica, Calif. on 5/10/68. He stated these photeswere the 

same as thGse that appeared i~ the 5/7/68 issue of the outlook 

which were released by UPI. This article with the pho~os was 

previsiously clipped and forwarded to the LA office. 

The photos were made available to BILL FENDERSON, Staff 

Editor, Evening Star News, Culver City, calife on 5/10/68 

and he stated they would ka appear in his paper in the near 

future. 
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6 - At 4Uk: ~e nn:t,.l'.flJ (4Jt-ll S) by ft1I tl.:owa te Belle Glade, 
I Illb :ri.rua., h .a prl'fate plane. ~k ett Ira private 
tle-ld. al•o ·wura as tn1n1.ng t"iel4 tor &111tarJ. Ray ar:1!'1ved 
Nrly April • ,.. ' . . . 
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7 • Plane 1n \thieh 1-1 wa tlon 1• own.d 'l1 a·:W1111aa P1-ce. 
t-Pva::t ••• t, a ..-..1'1lJ Ml'l 1'ho owa.e or open to an air pen 1n 
Belle Glade, and one• o•e<t a oontraot1ng OOII.PanJ" 1.n CUba •. 
Hot known 11a t whether Mero• flew the plane. 'Pieroe also · 
owns mot el in Be·ll.• Glade and oott._.• on the lek• ·b nearby 
OkMohobN (or •J'b• •n ».Nrby 'Lake Oltetohobee). Pierce said 
to be UK m.em.be:r-. 
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8 ... Theory: lay iltaJ-4 in. motel er 1n oettage. Kay·-..• at1ll ~here., · ·· · ~ 
Or in OUba. 

9 - on April ll, Ray 8't on yaoht (probably cba•rter boat) la X•f 
West. Boat owned by Ben Thoa,paon. (A Ben Thoapaon of Kia.ml C>Wlll 
three fishing boata.} · 
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