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The FBI and Local Police —

The still-unsuccessful manhunt for the
killer of Dr. Martin Luther King provides
disturbing new evidence of the lack of
-adequate cooperation between the FBI and
local police.

~ Nearly five weeks after the murder, a
‘eurious attitude of aloofness and secrecy
persists in the bureau's investigation. FBI
-officials apparently want to do the job
themselves despite the great significance
of the case and the enormous difficulties
‘involved.

At least eight major metropolitan areas,
including Los Angeles are important in the
King slaying, plus many smaller towns.
James Earl Ray, the chief suspect, left a
tangled and confusing trail.

It was obvious, therefore, that there
should have been the closest cooperation
between federal and local authorities. Yet
‘police were virtually ignored in the four
cities where the search has been the most

intense—Memphis, Birmingham, Afldnta

and Los Angeles.

As of Monday, 25 days after Dr. King's
murder, the FBI still hadn't contacted

Police Chief Thomas Reddin to ask for the -

help of the Los Angeles Police Depart-
ment. Such assistance would have been of
great value, particularly in the early
stages of the manhunt.

~ No single law enforcement agency, even
“one as large and generally efficient as the
FBI, could hope to follow every lead in
evEry eIty involved in the King case. Local

police personnel must be used to supple-
ment FBI agents in investigations of such

" scope.

The mobilizing of all available law
enforcement manpower by the bureau

becomes the more urgent in view of the

increasing number of federal cases and the
great inter-state mobility now available to
criminals. Congress, for instance, recently
made new federal crimes of riot incitement
and endangering civil rights workers.

Such cooperation among federal, state
and local authorities has occurred. in the
past, but not often enough. It must be the
rule in the future.

Although the FBI may once have
hesitated in working with many city police
departments, the quality of Jlocal law
enforcement has Iimproved markedly.
Much of the credit for this better training.
is due the FBIL .

Why then does the bureau continue to
resist? ,

Both precedent and procedure exist for
the joining of forces. What is needed to
mobilize all of the nation's resources
against crime is a new attitude of
cooperation on the part of the ¥BI.

The protection of the public and the
preservation of law and order are challen-
ges so important that maximum use of
available police manpower must always be
made. And such cooperation offers the
surest means of avoiding a national police .
force alien to the American tradifion. —~
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he next time I am in personsl contact with the
offieinls of the los mm Times newspaper I intend

. ranking
to point out to them in- the appropriate manner theilr blatant

disregard for the truth in this mtm as well as thelr ex-
ceedingly poor taste in mamm sueh an editorisl, In
sddition, I intend to chide COP REDDIN for his apparent in-

volvement in this matter,
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Memomna’um

File (44-1574) DATE: 5/1/68
SAC WESLEY G. GRAPP

MURKIN

‘ This will record that on the morning of 5/1/68
at approximately 11:10 A.M. COP THOMAS REDDIN called me and
stated he had Jjust gotten back to the city as he had been
absent since the previous Thursday, 4/25/68. He stated he
was Jjust getting caught up on his reading and he was distressed
to see the editorial in the "Los Angeles Times" of 4/30/68.
He said it was an obvious attempt by someone to paint the
false picture that there was a lack of cooperation or things
were not well between the LAPD and the FBI. He stated he was
very upset about it and had inquiry made of his Department
and he can locate no one who gave such information to the
"Los Angeles Times" and does not think such transpired.

REDDIN stated he intended to go to the Times and
would attempt to get to the bottom of this matter. He said
he was toying with the idea of writing a letter of protest
to them., I suggested he may want to prepare a blind copy for
me:ifsueh:is done.

I pointed out to him that I had discussed this case
with him briefly on 4/18/68 at the One Hundred Club meeting.
T also mentioned that I had been in contact with Deputy Chief
ROBERT HOUGHTON and he was familiar with this. I also mentioned
to him that we had come to his Police Department and had asked
and had received pictures, records, the results of previous
investigations. by them on some of the persons of interest to

. us, ete.

He wanted to know if Galt-Ray had been in the Los
Angeles area at the time of our investigation. I told him no.
He said he was going to attempt to find out who wrote the
edltorial and how it became authorized at the "Los Angeles
Times." I called his attention to the specific statement in
the editorial that said he had not been contacted and the LAPD
had not been asked for help. He readily stated this was not
correct. T also discussed with him the statement, "Such
assistance would have been of great value, particularly in
the early stages of the manhunt..." He agreed this statement
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LA U4-1574
was not based upon fact as the LAPD has nothing of value to
this case that we do not already have.

He stated he would see what he could do to rectify
the situation and prevent any future incidents.
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This will record that commencigggit 11:45 A.M, on
6/12/68 Deputy Chief of Police ROBERT HOUYGHTON, LAPD, in
charge of the Detective Bureau, was i contact telephonically
with me in connection with anotherﬁﬁétter. During the conver-
sation he mentioned that earlier at ‘date he had received a
long distance call from HARRY NEGHER, "Connecticut Sun Herald,"
Fairfield, Connecticut, He said NEGHER is ;g&mor of the

paper . and had called in regard to an apparentily syndicated
column 80ld to east coast newspapers by LOUK LOMAX, a Los
Angeles Negro reporter. LOMAX reportedly was highly critical
of the FBI. He also allegedly stated to the effect there was
no working relationship between the LAPD and the FBI concern-
ing this case.

HOUGHTON Jglleges he told NEGHER that I, the SAC in
Los Angeles, had scussed this case with Los Angeles Chief
of Police TOM REDDIN at the very beginning of the case. He
further states that the LAPD and the FBI did exchange informa-
tion and both did work on the case.

he felt there was any connectign between the murder of KING .

and the murder of ROBERT F. NNEDY. He says he indicated ‘
there was none. The above 1§ being submitted for record

purposes. . ‘

f
The question was r:;;ﬁﬁ of HOUGHTON as to whether
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